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PEEFAOE. 


The  desirability  of  a  single  edition  of  the  Prize 
Cases  which  are  contained  in  a  number  of  separate 
Admiralty  Reports  was  pointed  out  in  the  Report  of 
the  Inter-Departmental  Committee  of  1902  on  Prize 
Law,  An  arrangement  was  therefore,  in  1904,  come 
to  between  His  Majesty's  Government  and  Messrs. 
Stevens  &  Sons,  Limited,  for  the  publication  of  a 
uniform  edition  of  these  Cases,  with  the  preparation 
of  which  I  have  been  entrusted.  In  regard  to  the 
general  plan  of  the  work  I  have  had  the  advantage 
of  the  advice  of  the  Earl  of  Desart,  K.C.B.,  Solicitor 
to  the  Treasury,  and  Mr.  W.  E.  Davidson,  K.C,  C.B., 
of  the  Foreign  Office,  two  members  of  the  Committee 
already  mentioned,  to  whom  is  due  the  realization  of 
its  recommendation,  and  who  have  taken  a  personal 
interest  in  this  publication.  For  the  execution  of  it 
I  am,  however,  solely  responsible. 

I  desire  here  to  thank  Mr.  John  George  Smith, 
late  Registrar  of  the  Admiralty  Court,  for  his  kind 
and  valuable  assistance — by  perusing  the  proof  sheets 
of  these  two  volumes,  and  by  many  important  sug- 
gestions in  regard  to  the  phraseology  of  the  head- 
notes.  To  Mr.  John  Aspinall,  Barrister-at-Law,  I 
am  also  much  indebted,  for  his  important  assistance 
in  the  troublesome  work  of  preparing  an   Index  to 

each  of  these  volumes. 

a2 


IV  PREFACE. 

This  edition,  it  may  be  stated,  is  not  a  selection 
of  Leading  Cases,  but,  as  far  as  may  be,  an  edition 
which  contains  all  the  reported  cases  which  remain 
of  value. 

In  order  to  accomplish  this  end  within  the  con- 
templated space  several  means  have  been  employed. 
The  purely  Admiralty  Cases  contained  in  the  several 
Reports — those  known  technically  as  cases  decided 
in  the  Instance  Court — ^have,  of  course,  been  rejected, 
and  also  cases  on  the  Navigation,  Slave  Trade  and 
Revenue  Acts.  Questions  of  fact  have  usually  not 
been  reprinted,  unless,  as  in  some  of  the  earlier 
Reports,  they  are  illustrative  of  the  evolution  of 
British  Prize  Law,  or  as  in  the  cases  arising  out  of 
the  war  with  Russia  in  1854 — 5,  they  are  the  latest 
modem  examples  of  the  application  of  this  law. 
Sometimes,  also,  it  has  been  possible — especially  in 
cases  relating  to  joint  capture — to  reprint  only  the 
decision  on  a  point  of  law,  whilst  where  more  than  in 
one  case  the  same  legal  principle  has  been  repeated,  it 
has  usually  been  considered  desirable  not  to  print 
each  case.  It  has  also  been  possible  to  reject  cases 
reiterating  points  of  practice,  and  some  on  the 
interpretation  of  the  special  wording  of  licences,  not 
involving  questions  of  principle.  In  the  six  volumes 
of  Sir  Christopher  Robinson's  Reports  the  arguments 
of  Counsel  are  stated  at  length.  In  those  of  Sir  John 
Dodson  they  are  entirely  omitted,  and  as  Lord 
Stowell's  judgments  are  so  clear  and  exhaustive  the 
arguments  add  little  to  the  value  of  the  decision, 
and  therefore  they  have  generally  been  entirely 
excluded  from  this  republication.  A  few  decisions 
only  have  been  reprinted  from  Acton's  Appeal  Cases, 
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because  the  decisions  of  the  Court  below  being  usually 
affirmed  without  reasons  stated^  it  is  impossible  to 
obtain  any  guidance  from  most  of  these  Reports. 

Headnotes  in  the  form  which  is  now  usual  in 
modem  Law  Reports  have  been  inserted  uniformly 
throughout  the  two  volumes,  but  those  published  in 
Moore's  Privy  Council  Reports  have  been  retained, 
with  an  occasional  verbal  amendment.  Occasional 
cross-references  are  also  given.  The  reference  in 
the  margin  to  the  original  report  will  facilitate 
the  discovery  of  cases  in  current  text-books. 

The  full  titles  and  dates  of  the  Reports  from 
which  the  present  collection  has  been  made  are  given 
in  the  Table  of  Reports.  In  addition  to  the  general 
Table  of  Cases  with  headnotes,  a  short  subsidiary 
Table  has  been  prepared,  showing  such  cases  as  have 
been  printed  in  footnotes.  In  the  original  Reports 
some  valuable  decisions  were,  from  some  cause  or 
other,  placed  in  notes;  these  have  when  desirable, 
as  in  the  leading  case  of  The  Sally^  been  placed 
in  the  text.  Other  cases  which  were  reported  in 
the  body  of  the  former  works  have  been  placed  in 
notes  appended  to  cases  of  a  more  leading  character. 
Such  cases  have  the  reference  to  the  original  report 
placed  in  the  margin,  in  order  to  distinguish  them 
from  decisions  originally  printed  by  the  reporters  in 
a  note.  A  Chronological  Table  has  also  been  com- 
piled to  make  the  course  of  British  Prize  Law  more 
clear.  The  most  remarkable  feature  of  that  body 
of  jurisprudence  is  the  extraordinary  influence  upon 
it  of  a  single  judge — Lord  Stowell — whose  decisions 
form  the  basis  of   British  Prize    Law.     During  the 
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Crimean  War,  the  last  occasion  on  which  a  British 
Prize  Court  was  at  work,  those  judgments  gained 
in  credit  and  permanence,  since  criticisms  to  which 
they  were  subjected  served  only  to  show  their 
soundness  and  value.  Lord  Stowell  was  singularly 
fortunate.  When,  in  1798,  he  was  appointed  judge 
of  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty,  and  then  became 
judge  of  the  Prize  Court,  the  war  with  France 
had  already  continued  for  five  years,  and  the  Prize 
Court  was  overflowing  with  business.  But  there 
was  little  definite  law  to  guide  either  Bench  or 
Bar,  there  was  no  code  of  British  Prize  Law, 
and  but  few  judicial  decisions  were  to  be  found 
recorded,  and  these,  for  the  most  part,  but  imper- 
fectly reported.  The  time  and  the  man  thus  came 
together.  Lord  Stowell  had  a  remarkable  power  of 
lucid  exposition,  he  was  a  master  of  maritime  and 
international  law,  and  he  had  a  keen  sense  of  the 
dignity  of  his  office  and  of  the  imique  opportunity 
which  lay  before  him.  Unhampered  by  judicial 
dicta,  or  by  statutes,  he  set  out  to  lay  down  a  series 
of  propositions  which,  as  has  been  said,  now  form 
the  basis  of  English  Prize  Law.  For  the  most  part 
they  are  contained — as  was  to  be  expected — ^in  the 
judgments  which  were  given  during  the  first  ten 
years  of  his  tenure  of  office,  a  period  conterminous 
with  the  Reports  of  Sir  Christopher  Robinson.  After 
that  time  his  decisions  are,  generally  speaking,  illus- 
trative rather  than  expository,  for  the  chief  part  of 
the  work  of  this  great  jurist  and  judge  was  finished. 

E.  S.  ROSCOE. 
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Datx. 


1766 

May 

1762 

Jan.  2  ... 

1762 

Nov.  2... 

1768 

Feb.  10 

1776 

June    ... 

1778 

March  ... 

1778 

July  29 

1770 

June  16 

1779 

June  18 

1788 

Sept.  3... 

1798 

Feb 

1798 

Feb.  14 

1798 

1796 

Sept.  15 

1796 

Nov.  9... 

1798 

Oct.  26... 

1801     Oct.  10... 


Oommenoement  of  the  Seven  Years'  War. 

War  declared  by  Great  Britain  against  Spain. 

Preliminaries  of  Peace. 

Treaty  of  Paris.    End  of  Seven  Years'  War. 

American  War  of  Independence.    (Bunker's  Hill,  June  17.) 

Declaration  of  War  against  France  on  her  Alliance  with  the 
American  Colonies. 

Order  of  Beprisals  against  France. 

Declaration  of  War  by  Spain  against  Ghreat  Britain. 

Order  of  Beprisals  against  Spain. 

Treaties  of  Versailles.   (Separate  treaties  between  Great  Britain, 
and  France,  Spain,  and  the  United  States.) 

Declaration  of  War  by  France  against  Great  Britain. 

Order  of  Beprisals  against  France. 

33  George  HI.  c.  66  (Prize  Act,  1793)  (a).    , 

Order  of  Beprisals  against  Holland. 

Order  of  Beprisals  against  Si)ain. 

Sir  William  Scott  (Lord  Stowell)  appointed  Judge  of  the  High 
Court  of  Admiralty. 

Batification  of  the  Preliminaries  of  Peace  exchanged  between 
Groat  Britain  and  France. 


(a)  6  Ann.  o.  37  (1708)  has  been  called  the  first  general  Prize  Act,  but  4  &  5  Will. 
&  Mary,  o.  25,  gave  one-third'of  a  prize  captured  by  a  man-of-war  to  the  crew,  and  four- 
fifths  in  case  of  a  privateer ;  in  1649  an  Ordinance  of  the  Commonwealth  gave  a  moiety  of 
a  prize  to  the  captors.  A  Prize  Act  was  passed  at  the  beginning  of  each  war.  The  Naval 
Prize  Act  (27  &  28  "Vict.  c.  25)  was  a  permanent  act.  See  further,  the  EbeU^  Vol.  I., 
p.  450,  note ;  and  CoUeetanea  Maritima,  being  a  Collection  of  Public  Instruments  tending 
to  illustrate  the  History  and  Practioe  of  Prize  Law  (p.  188  $t  teg,,  note),  by  Chr.  Bobinson, 
IiL.D.    London :  J.  White  and  J.  Butterworth,  Fleet  Street.    1801. 
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CHKONOLOGICAL  TABLE. 


Date. 


1802  Mar.  27 

1803  Jan.  11.. 
1803  May  16 

1803  

1803  June  16 

1806  May  14 

1805  


1806  Mar.  28 

1806  April  5... 

1807  Oct.  26... 
1807  Dec.  1  ... 
1814  April  4... 

1814  May  30... 

1815  March... 
1815  Nov.  20 
1834     


1854    Mar.  29 
1854    Mar.  29 


£ybntb. 


1854     

1856    Mar.  30 
1856    AprUl6 


1864 


Treaty  of  Amiens. 

Declaration  of  War  by  Great  Britain  against  Spain. 

Declaration  of  War  by  Great  Britain  against  France. 

43  George  III.  c.  160  (Prize  Act,  1803). 

Declaration  of  War  by  Great  Britain  against  Holland. 

Declaration  of  War  by  Great  Britain  against  Prussia. 

45  George  III.  c.  72  (Prize  Act,  1805),  wholly  incorporating 
Prize  Act,  1803. 

North  Sea  Ports  closed  by  Prussia  against  British  Ships. 

Embargo  on  Prussian  Ships  in,  or  which  may  enter,  British 
Ports. 

Declaration  of  War  by  Busaia  against  Great  Britain. 

Declaration  of  War  by  (h^at  Britain  against  Bussia. 

Abdication  of  Napoleon. 

First  Treaty  of  Paris. 

War  renewed  against  Napoleon. 

Second  Treaty  of  Paris. 

Privy  Council  created  Appeal  Court  in  Prize  Cases  (3  &  4 
Will.  IV.  0.  41). 

Declai*ation  of  War  against  Bussia. 

Order  in  Council  granting  Beprisals  against  Bussia,  and  estab- 
lishing the  High  Court  of  Admiral^  and  the  several  Courts 
of  Admiralty  within  Her  Majesty's  Dominions  as  Prize 
Courts. 

Prize  Act,  1854  (17  &  18  Vict.  o.  18). 

Treaty  of  Paris. 

Declaration  of  Paris. 

(1)  Privateering  is  and  remains  abolished. 

(2)  The    Neutral   Flag  covers  Enemy's  Goods  with  the 

exception  of  Con&aband  of  War. 

(3)  Neutral  Goods,  with  the  exception  of  Contraband  of 
.    War,  are  not  liable  to  capture  under  Enemy's  FL^. 

(4)  Blockades,  in  order  to  be  binding,  must  be  effective. 

Naval  Prize  Act,  1864  (27  &  28  Vict.  c.  25),  creating  the 
High  Court  of  Admiralty  and  Vice-Admiralfy  Courts  Prize 
Courts. 


CHRONOLOGICAL  TABLE. 


IX 


Datb. 


1801 


1894 


1898    Oct  20... 


1898    July  18... 


Stjuith* 


Judicature  Act,  1891  (54  &  56  Vict.  o.  63),  by  s.  4.  the  High 
Court  to  be  a  Prize  Court  within  meaning  of  Naval  Prize 
Act,  1864,  and  all  Prize  Causes  to  be  assigned  to  the 
Probate,  Diyorce  and  Admiralty  Division. 

Prize  Court  Act  (57  &  68  Vict.  c.  39)  —  contains  Regulations 
as  to  Prize  Courts,  and  authorizes  the  making  of  Bules 
of  Court. 

Order  in  Council  approving  new  Bules  of  Coiui;  touching 
Practice  in  Prize  Proceedings,  with  Porms  and  Tables  of 
Fees. 

Order  in  Council  approving  Bules  of  Court  for  Vice- Admiralty 
Courts. 


(  ^  ) 

JUDGES  OF  THE  HIGH  COURT  OF  ADMIRALTY 

(PRIZE  COURT)  FROM  1702. 


SiE  CHAELES  HEDGES June,  1702  — 

H.  HENCHMAN,  LL.D June,  1714  — 

H.NEWTON,  LL.D Oct.  1714  — 

Sm  HENRY  PENEICE Aug.  1715  — 

Sib  THOMAS  SALUSBUEY    Deo.  1751  — 

Sm  QEOEGE  HAY Nov.  1773  — 

SiK  JAMES  MAEEIOTT    Oct.  1778  — 

Sm  WILLIAM  SCOTT  (Lord  StoweU). .  Oct.  26,  1798  — 


1714  (a). 

1714  (J). 

1715  (c). 
1751  (d). 
1773  («). 
1778  (/). 
1798  (ff). 
1828(A). 


*Sm  CHKISTOPHER  EOBINSON    ....  Feb.  1828       —    1833 (»). 


Eight  Hon.  STEPHEN  LUSHINGTON, 

<»   W    ,       *  %^^^**                                                        *  \^^^\^     \J      1% 

LL.D 

.    .    . 

•  •  • 

Oct.  1838        —     1867  (^). 

*Sm  EOBEET  J.  PHILLiMOEE  . . . 

•   •   « 

Aug.  1867       —    High  Court  of 

Admiralty 

incorporated  in 

Sup 

reme  Court  of  Judicature,  1873  (/). 

(a)  Admiralty  Mmiiinent  Book, 

Vol.  5,  p.  121. 

(*) 

,    6,  p.  121. 

w 

,    6,  p.  139. 

w 

,    7,  p.  139. 

w 

,    9,  p.  80. 

if) 

,  10,  p.  147. 

(?) 

,  10,  p.  212. 

(A) 

,  12,  p.  99. 

(••) 

,  15,  p.  266. 

0) 

,  18,  p.  1. 

(*) 

,  19,  p.  20. 

(0 

,  22,  p.  394. 

*  These  Judges  had  no  oocasion  to  sit  as  Judges  of  the  Prize  Court. 
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Applied  to  Repair  of  Ship, 
Where  part  of  a  cargo,  which  was  condemned  as  enemy's  property, 
had  been  sold,  and  the  proceeds  applied  to  the  repair  of  the  ship, 
which  had  been  captured,  and  was  subsequently  restored :  Held,  that 
the  captors  could  not,  in  a  Prize  Court,  claim  from  the  ship  the  value 
of  the  cargo  spent  upon  her. 

LISETTE    [6  0.  Eob.  387]  587 

Blockade — Capture — Withdratoal  of  Blockade. 
A  ship  or  cargo  is  not  liable  to  oondenmation  for  breach  of  a  blockade 
if  captured  after  the  cessation  of  such  blockade. 

TEENDE  SOSTEE    [6  C.  Eob.  391,  note]  588 

Contraband — Fort  of  Destination — Change  of  Nationality, 
A  contraband  cargo  destined  for  an  enemy's  port  was  seized  after  such 
port  became  a  British  port.    Held,  that  at  the  moment  of  seizure  there 
was  no  delictum^  and  the  cargo  could  no  longer  be  considered  contra- 
band. 

MINEEVA    [6  0.  Eob.  396]    591 

Capture — Neutral  Ship — Ship  of  War  Furchased  by  Neutral^  CdH' 
demnation. 
The  sale  of  an  enemy  ship  of  war  lying  in  a  neutral  port  to  a  neutral 
is  invalid,  and  if  such  vessel  after  such  sale  be  captured,  she  will  be 
condemned. 

NEPTUNUS  (No.  5)    [6  0.  Eob.  403] 595 

Cargo — Capture — Trade  of  Ally  with  Enemy, 
Trade  with  the  enemy  by  an  ally  in  contraband  articles,  or  articles  in 
the  nature  of  contraband,  is  illeg^. 
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FBIENDSHIP  [6  C.  Rob.  420]— OEOZEMBO  [6  0.  Eob.  430] . . .  599 
Neutral  Vessel — Employment  by  Belligerent — Conveyance  of  Troops — 
Condetnnation. 
The  carriage  by  a  neutral  ship  of  military  persons,  irrespeotiye  of 
numbers  in  the  service  of  a  belligerent,  even  if  the  master  is  ignorant 
of  the  character  of  the  service,  renders  such  ship  and  her  cargo  liable 
to  condemnation  {a), 

ATALANTA    [6  C.  Eob.  440]~CAEOLINE    [6  0.  Eob.  461]    607 

Capture — Neutral  Ship^Lespatches  of  Enemy — Fraudulent  Conceal' 
ment — Condemnation  of  Ship  and  Cargo, 
The  carrying  of  despatches  of  a  belligerent  on  a  neutral  ship  places 
such  ship  in  the  service  of  the  belligerent,  and  the  fraudulent  conceal- 
ment of  such  despatches  subjects  both  ship  and  cargo  to  condemnation. 
But  this  rule  does  not  apply  to  despatches  from  the  ambassador  of  a 
belligerent  in  a  neutral  State  to  his  government.  'Definition  of 
despatches. 
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THE  MED  GUDS  TTTELPE.  [Pratt,  i9i(«)] 

CorUrdband — Princijole$  of  Law — Pikh  and  Tar — Liahility  of  Ship, 

Pitch  and  tar  are  contraband  of  war.  The  different  classes  of 
contraband  enumerated.  A  neutral  ship  condemned  for  carrying  con- 
traband. 

Per  Curiam.  '  [Sir  Henry  Penrioe.]     The  question  is,  whether        ^746 
thifl  Swedish  ship  is  well  seized  by  the  Uagk  privateer.     This  ship      affiraied 
has  not  a  passport  in  the  form  directed  by  the  treaty  with  Sweden  *^"^  ^^'  ^^^^' 
in  1661,  and  therefore  the  privateer  had  good  reason  to  bring  in 
this  ship.    Her  whole  cargo  is  pitch  and  tar,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
but  that  it  was  designed  for  the  use  of  the  French. 

Pitch  and  tar  are  not  enumerated  in  the  11th  Article  {b)  of  the 
Swedish  Treaty,  but  I  rather  think  those  enumerated  were  men- 
tioned rather  for  example  than  by  way  of  exclusion,  and  that 
there  are  other  contraband  goods  than  what  are  mentioned  in  that 
article. 

Three  species  of  goods — 

1st.  For  immediate  use;  of  war  in  the  manner  they  are,  and 

those  are  contraband. 
2nd.  Of  a  mixed  nature,  which  may  be  of  use  for  war  and 

for  other  purposes,  and  these  sometimes  are,  and  sometimes 

are  not,  contraband. 
3rd.  Things  for  pleasure,  and  which  are  of  no  use  in  war,  and 

those  are  not  contraband. 

Pitch  and  tcur  are  of  a  mixed  nature ;  may  be  used  for  civil 
purposes,  and  also  for  fitting  ships  of  war.    Sovereign  Princes  at 

(o)TheLawof  Contraband  of  War,  D.C.L.,  P.O.,  M.P.     Besides  being 

byF.T.  Pratt,  LL.D.  London,  1856.  an  Advocate  of  Doctors'   Commons 

[In  this  work  are  collected  a  number  with  a  large  business,  Lee  was  from 

of  short  reports  from  the  MS.  notes  1751  to  1758  Dean  of  Arches.] 
of  Sir   George    Lee    (1700—1758),         (6)  Dumont,  Tol.  VI.,  p.  38G. 
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^  THE  MED  GUDS  HIELPE. 

1745         war  may  declare  such  and  such  things  to  be  contraband,  and,  after 
'^'   '      notice  to  their  alKes,  their  subjects  may  certainly  seize  them. 
Thb  Mbd         The  Arms  of  Ply  mouthy  in  1692,  is  the  strongest  case  that  has 

GudsHdelfb.  -  •ill*  T         •       JT  •     1  • 

been  cited  for  condemmng  this  ship. 

In  the  old  instructions  the  11th  and  12ih  Articles  of  the  Swedish 
Treaty  were  inserted.  Now  they  are  not  inserted,  and  I  suppose 
the  reason  was,  because  by  the  present  instructions  pitch  and  tcur 
in  Swedish  ships  are  expressly  declared  to  be  contraband. 

A  privateer  who  pursues  his  instructions,  does  right.  The  Eagle 
privateer  has  pursued  the  King's  instructions,  and  therefore  I 
declare  and  pronounce  that  this  ship  and  her  cargo  of  pitch  and 
tar  are  good  and  lawful  prize,  and  was  rightly  and  duly  seized  and 
taken  by  the  Eagk  privateer,  Captain  Bazeley,  Commander. 

Nov.  12th,  1745. — The  above  judgment  was  appealed  against, 
and  came  on  for  argument  before  the  Lords  of  Appeal. 

Dr.  Pauly  for  appellants.  Treaties  by  Cromwell  enumerate  con- 
traband, and  nothing  else  is  so. 

Pitch  and  tar  have  been  ordered  to  be  sold  in  England. — 
Attentat  by  selling. 

N.B.  Treaties  with  Cromwell  not  confirmed. 

Mr.  Solicitor- General,  for  respondents.  Contraband  is  every 
thing  that  is  of  use  in  carrying  on  the  war. 

Dr.  PauVa  argument.  Pitch  and  tar  are  not  useful  without 
tallow.    9th  Article  of  Instructions  directs  treaties  to  be  observed. 

Mr.  Attomei/' General  J  same  side  for  appellants.  First,  consider 
the  ship  only.  No  instance  mentioned  of  condemning  the  ship  for 
having  contraband  goods. 

Secondly,  consider  the  goods.  With  regard  to  the  Law  of 
Nations.  Every  good  purpose  is  supported  by  detaining  the  goods 
that  may  be  made  use  of  in  war. 

Bynkershoek.  Does  not  say  pitch  and  tar.  Treaty  with  Sweden, 
1661.  Nothing  contraband  but  what  is  enumerated  in  the  11th 
Article. 

Christiana  Margaretta.    Sir  Lionel  Jenkins,  2  vols.  751. 


THE  LA  PAanQUE. 

On  the  29th  of  June,  1750,  the  Lords  met  and  confirmed  the        1750 
sentence  of  the  Judge  of  the  Admiralty,  pronouncing  that  the      *^'*^  ^^' 
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cargo  is  contraband  by  the  laws  of  nations  and  within  the  treaty  _ ThbMed 
with  Sweden,  and  condemned  both  ship  and  cargo.  [See  post,  p.  38.] 
Present  at  this  sentence,  Duke  of  Dorset,  Lord  President,  Lord 
Chief  Justice  Willes,  and  Mr.  Doddington.  The  Duke  of  Bedford 
and  Earl  of  Harrington  heard  the  cause,  but  were  absent  when  the 
sentence  was  given,  but  sent  their  approbation  and  consent  to  it. 


In  the  Jonge  Tobias^  December  14th,  1747,  salt  consigned  to  a 
port  of  naval  equipment  was  pronounced  contraband.  [Pratt, 
p.  190.] 

Li  the  Toung  Andreas^  March  22nd,  1747,  a  Prussian  ship 
bound  from  Dublin  to  Bochf ort  with  butter,  tallow,  and  coals,  was 
captured  on  3rd  November,  the  tallow  and  20  tons  of  butter  were 
condemned  as  contraband.     [Pratt,  p.  99.] 


THE  LA  PACIFIQUE.  [Biipreii,i68.] 

Capture — Ptize — AdmiraX^Right  to  Share  of  Prize, 

An  admiral  was  appointed  to  take  command  of  a  squadron.  Heldt 
that  he  was  not  entitled  to  share  of  prize  taken  by  a  ship  of  such 
squadron,  the  captain  of  which  ship  at  the  time  of  the  capture  had  not 
yet  receiyed  orders  from  him,  such  ship  being  on  a  cruise  out  of  reach  of 
communication  with  the  squadron,  and  acting  imder  orders  from  the 
Admiralty. 

A  French  ship  was  taken,  March,  1758,  in  lat.  48,  ofiE  Cape  1761, 1764 
Finisterre,  by  his  Majesty's  ship  WindsoTy  Captain  Lane  Falkner. 
6th  May,  the  ship  was  condemned  in  the  Admiralty  Court,  when 
ia  appearance  was  given  for  Sir  Edw.  Hawke,  claiming  one- 
eighth  as  admiral,  under  whose  conmiand  the  prize  was  taken. 
Captain  F.  denied  his  interest,  which  was  propounded  in  an 
allegation  pleading  that,  5th  March,  1758,  Sir  £.  H.  was  appointed 
by  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  commander  of  a  squadron  of  men- 
of-war  to  be  employed  in  the  Channel  soundings,  or  wherever  else 
his  Majesty's  service  should  require ;  and  he  was  thereby  required 
to  take  on  him  the  command  of  said  squadron,  and  all  captains 
and  officers  belonging  to  said  ships  were  charged  to  be  obedient  to 
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1761, 1764     him  as  their  oommander-in-ohief.    That  annexed  to  said  oommis- 


rj,^  j^      sion  was  a  list  of  what  ships  the  squadron  was  to  consist,  amongst 
Pacieiqtte.    which  is  the  Windsor,  particularly  described  to  be  off  Finisterre, 
then  between  Cape  Ortugal  and  TJshant.     That  by  reason  of  the 
premises,  the    Windsor  was,  on  13th  March,   1768,  under  the 
command  of  said  Sir  E.  H.,  who  was  at  that  time  on  board  the 
BamillieSy  proceeding  to  the  westward.     Captain  F.  in  his  answers 
admitted  Sir  E.  H.'s  command  as  pleaded,  and  gave  an  allegation 
pleading  that,  14th  Feb.,  1758,  he  received  an  order  of  that  date 
from  the  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  directing  him  to  take 
the  Coventry  to  sea  and  cruise  between  lat.  48  and  50  till  he  should 
get  120  leagues  to  the  westward,  and  directing  him  to  stretch  oS 
Cape  Finisterre  and  cruise  between  Cape  Ortugal  and  XTshant, 
taking  care  to  return  to  Plymouth  Soimd  with  both  ships  by  the  ex- 
piration of  one  month  from  his  departure.  That  Captain  F.  sailed  for 
Plymouth  with  the  Windsor  and  Coventryy  24th  Feb.,  1758,  and 
13th  March  following  took  the  Pacifique  in  lat.  48,  with  which  he 
returned  to  Plymouth,  26th  Msurch,  and  then,  and  not  before, 
received   from  Admiral    Harrison,  then  commander-in-chief  at 
Plymouth,  an  order  from  Sir  E.  H.,  dated  Spithead,  Ist  {a)  March, 
requiring  him  as  captain  of  the  Windsor  to  put  himself  under  his 
command,  and  to  complete  his  water  and  stores  and  provisions  to 
four  months,  and  to  keep  in  constant  readiness  for  the  sea.     (Sir 
E.  H.  sailed  from  Spithead  on  11th  of  March.)     Captain  F.  did 
not  at  that  time  act  imder  any  order  of  Sir  E.  H.,  but  solely  under 
the  aforesaid  order  of  14th  February,  1758,  from  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty.    The  facts  pleaded  in  this  allegation  were  admitted  by 
Sir  E.  Hawke  in  his  answer. 

13th  May,  1761. — The  Judge  of  the  Admiralty  pronounced  for 
Sir  E.  Hawke's  interest,  and  that  under  his  Majesty's  proclama- 
tion he  was  and  is,  as  admiral  under  whose  command  the  prize  in 
question  was  taken,  entitled  to  one-eighth  of  the  prize,  and  decreed 
the  same  to  him  accordingly. 

Captain  F.  appealed,  and  the  Lords,  28th  July,  1764,  reversed 
the  sentence  of  the  Judge  below,  and  pronounced  against  Sir 
E.  Hawke's  interest. 

(a)  Query  this  date.    On  p.  3,  Sir  E.  II.  is  said  to  have  been  appointed  on 
5th  March — ^four  days  after  the  date  of  this  order. 


THE  DIE  VIER  GEBROEDEHS.  O 

THE  DIE  VIEE  GEBBOEDEBS.  [BiiireU,i69.] 

Blockade — Evidence — Enemy  Cargo, 

A  blockade  must  be  proyed  strictly,  and  when  this  was  not  done  the 
parties  were,  by  the  Judges*  Delegates,  given  time  to  plead,  and  the 
sentence  of  the  Court  below  was  for  the  time  being  reversed. 

2nd  July,  1759. — ^A  ship  was  seized  by  an  English  privateer  at  1759,  ney 
anchor  nnder  Dunge  Ness  laden  wholly  with  brandy  and  salt. 
The  master  had  entered  into  a  charter  party  at  Eochelle,  13th  June, 
1759,  with  one  Queurt,  an  inhabitant  of  that  city,  to  sail  from 
thence  to  Sendees,  near  St.  Martins,  in  France,  there  to  take  his 
full  lading  of  brandy  and  salt  and  carry  it  to  Dunkirk,  the  port 
of  his  unlading.  The  master  gave  in  a  claim  for  the  ship  as  the 
property  of  Jacobs  and  others,  merchants,  of  Amsterdam,  and  for 
the  cargo  as  privileged,  as  being  laden  in  a  ship  belonging  to 
subjects  of  the  States  (General. 

13th  November,  1769. — The  Judge  of  the  Admiralty  decreed 
the  ship  to  be  restored  to  the  claimants,  but  that  Dunkirk  being 
blocked  up  at  the  time  of  the  capture,  the  cargo  thereby,  by  its 
nature,  became  contraband,  and  therefore  condemned  it  as  lawful 
prize. 

15th  July,  1760.— On  appeal,  16th  July,  1760,  the  Lords 
declared  that,  it  not  appearing  judicially  in  this  cause  what  the 
state  of  Dunkirk  was,  or  that  his  Majesty's  fleet  lay  before  it, 
2nd  July,  1759,  though  of  public  notoriety,  and  the  cargo 
indisputably  belonging  to  the  enemy,  and  the  claimant  having  no 
otherwise  interest  than  in  the  privilege  of  the  ship,  and  it  being 
just  that  any  further  examination  should  be  at  the  peril  of  costs, 
upon  the  claimants  giving  good  security  in  600/.  within  two  months 
to  pay  such  costs  as  may  be  awarded,  reversed  that  part  of  the 
sentence  which  condemned  the  cargo,  and  ordered  the  parties  to 
plead  and  prove  within  three  months,  and  in  default  of  the 
claimants  giving  such  security  within  the  time  aforesaid  the 
sentence  to  be  affirmed. 
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[BurreU,160.]  THE  ST.  JACOB. 

Cargo —  Contra  hand — Oil. 

A  cargo  of  oil  was  held  by  the  Court  of  Appeal  not  to  be  contraband. 
Judgment  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  reversed. 

^7^Q  A  Danish  ship  took  in  a  cargo  of  oil  and  a  quantity  of  lemons, 

with  which  she  was  taken  on  her  voyage  to  Havre  de  Grace.  The 
Judge  of  the  Admiralty  pronounced  that  the  goods  were  of  the 
nature  of  contraband,  or  as  the  goods  of  enemies,  or  otherwise 
liable  to  confiscation,  and  condemned  the  same,  but  pronounced 
that  the  ship  belonged  to  Danish  subjects,  and  that  the  lemons 
belonged  to  the  master,  and  decreed  the  ship  and  money  produced 
by  the  sale  of  the  lemons  to  be  restored  to  the  master  for  the  use 
of  himself  and  the  owners  thereof. 

28th  June,  1759. — The  Lords  reversed  the  sentence ;  declared 
that  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  cargo  or  any  part 
thereof  ought  not  to  be  deemed  contraband;  pronounced  it  to 
belong  as  claimed,  and  decreed  that  the  net  produce  of  the  sale  be 
restored  to  the  proctor  for  the  owners. 


LBarrdl,164.]  THE  JESUS. 

Contrahand — Neutral  Caxgo — Saltpetre, 
Saltpetre  is  contraband  of  war. 

1766, 1769,  A  Spanish  ship  was  taken  in  her  voyage  from  Corunna  to 
^'^^^  St.  Sebastian,  with  a  loading  of  coffee,  saltpetre,  dye-wood,  pepper, 
and  India  bail  goods,  which  was  all  on  board  from  a  French  East 
India  ship  then  lying  there,  by  a  Spaniard  for  account  of  a  person 
resident  at  St.  Sebastian  to  whom  they  were  consigned.  The  cargo 
was  claimed  as  the  property  of  a  Spanish  subject,  and  likewise  as 
laden  on  board  a  ship  belonging  to  the  King  of  Spain.  The 
master  on  his  examination  said  that  the  voyage  on  which  he  was 
taken  was  to  have  ended  in  France,  and  that  he  believed  the 
lading  belonged  to  French  subjects,  and  that  Spanish  coasting 


THE  DE  FOBTUYN.  - 

vessels  were  made  use  of  to  protect  said  goods  from  the  Engliah    1766, 1769, 
oruisers.    Pour  other  of  the  mariners  swore  to.  the  same  effect.         

Thb  Jesus. 
27th  Dec.,  1766. — ^The  Judge  of  the  Admiralty  pronounced  just 
cause  of  seizure,  and  condemned  the  claimant  in  expenses ;  further- 
more pronounced  that  the  saltpetre  seized  is  in  the  nature  of  con- 
traband, and  condemned  it  as  lawful  prize  to  the  captor;  but 
pronounced  that  the  ship  and  rest  of  the  goods  belonged  to 
the  claimant,  and  directed  the  same  to  be  restored,  paying 
expenses.  An  appeal  was  interposed,  to  which  the  respondent 
adhered,  forasmuch  as  the  Judge  had  not  condemned  the  ship  and 
all  the  cargo  as  lawful  prize. 

15th  July,  1759. — The  Lords  assigned  the  claimant  to  make 
proof  that  the  ship  and  cargo  were  Spanish  property,  and  that  the 
ship  when  taken  was  bound  from  Corunna  to  8t.  Sebastian,  and  to 
no  other  port  within  two  months.  An  allegation  was  accordingly 
given,  and  was  examined  17th  December,  1760.  The  Lords  took 
time  to  deliberate  till  the  first  Court  after  the  holidays. 

6th  Sept.,  1761. — Eespondent's  proctor  presented  a  petition 
desiring  to  withdraw  his  adheision  to  the  appeal,  which  he  was 
permitted  to  do,  and  the  Lords  a£5rmed  the  decrees  of  the  Judge 
below  and  decreed  the  cause  to  be  remitted. 


THE  DE  PORTUYN.  [Burrell,176.] 

Capture — Neutral  Port — Enemy  Ship, 

An  enemy  ship  captured  in  a  neutral  port  was  ordered  to  be  restored 
to  the  owner. 

A  Dutch  ship  bound  for  Cape  Pran9ois  with  a  licence  from  1760 
the  French  king  to  trade  there,  being  arrived  off  Hispaniola  put 
into  Monte  Ghristi,  a  Spanish  port  in  that  island,  and  anchored 
there,  and  whilst  at  anchor  was  seized  by  three  English  privateers ; 
notwithstanding  the  Spanish  Governor  came  on  board  and  remon- 
strated against  the  seizure,  the  privateers  carried  her  to  Jamaica, 
where  ship  and  cargo  were  condemned. 
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FOBTUYN. 


12th  June,  1760. — ^The  Lords  of  Appeal  declared  that  ship  and 
cargo  were  liable  to  confiscation,  but  by  reason  that  this  ship  was 
attacked  and  taken  whilst  she  lay  at  anchor  in  one  of  the  ports  of 
the  King  of  Spain,  within  reach  of  his  cannon  and  under  his  pro- 
tection, contrary  to  the  remonstrances  of  his  Governor,  reversed 
the  sentence  and  decreed  ship  and  cargo  or  the  full  value  to  be 
restored  to  the  claimant. 


[BurreU,178.] 


1758,  1761, 
1764 


THE  TONG  VROW  ADRIANA. 

Neutral  Ship — Enemy  Goods — Billa  of  Lading — Fictitious  Transhipment. 

A  neutral  ship  was  put  up  for  general  freight  at  Cadiz,  and  took  on 
board  as  part  of  her  cargo  goods,  originally  destined  for  Marseilles,  from 
two  enemy  ships  lying  near.  The  bills  of  lading  stated  that  the  goods 
were  shipped  on  account  and  at  the  risk  of  neutrals,  and  were  going  to 
a  neutral  port.  Heldy  that  haying  regard  to  the  facts,  the  goods  were 
enemy  goods  destined  for  an  enemy  port,  and  so  were  liable  to 
condemnation. 

A  Dutch  ship  was  put  up  at  general  freight  at  Cadiz,  and  took 
on  board  a  cargo  of  coffee,  sugar,  indigo,  cochineal,  wool,  and  other 
merchandise,  great  part  of  which  was  brought  from  two  French 
ships  then  lying  in  the  bay.  There  were  167  bills  of  lading  on 
board,  signed  as  well  by  the  captain  as  the  owners  of  the  goods, 
and  all  declared  the  goods  shipped  for  the  account  and  at  the  risk 
of  subjects  of  the  King  of  Spain  and  other  neutrals.  There  was 
likewise  on  board  an  affidavit  of  thirty  persons,  attested  by  a 
notary,  that  the  goods  on  board  the  said  ship,  being  the  whole 
cargo,  belong  entirely  to  the  declarants,  and  that  no  other  person 
had  any  concern  therein.  The  master  and  mariners  swore  that 
they  knew  no  more  of  the  property  of  the  cargo  than  the  bills  of 
lading  and  manifest  showed.  2nd  May,  1758,  the  ship  was  taken 
by  the  Nelly* s  Resolution^  privateer,  within  a  mile  of  the  port  of 
Cadiz,  and  carried  into  Gfibraltar.  After  the  capture  several 
further  affidavits  of  their  property  in  the  cargo  were  made  by  the 
owners  at  Cadiz  and  transmitted  to  Gfibraltar. 

15th  July,  1758. — The  Judge  of  the  Vice- Admiralty  at  Gfibraltar 
restored  the  ship  as  the  property  of  subjects  of  the  States  Gbneral ; 
pronounced  that  some  part  of  the  cargo  specified  in  the  sentence, 
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oonsisting  chiefly  of  wine  and  money,  were  not  Kable  to  oonfisca-    1758,  I76i, 
tion,  and  decreed  them  to  be  restored  to  the  claimants ;  but  con- 


demned the  rest  of  the  cargo,  consisting  of  West  India  produce.  '^  ^°"^ 
The  captors  acquiesced  in  the  restitution  of  the  ship,  and  paid  the  Adbiana. 
captain  his  freight. 

26th  July,  1758. — ^Nicholas  Tardy,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  the 
several  claimants,  appealed  from  that  part  of  the  sentence  con- 
demning the  rest  of  the  goods.  31st  August,  1759,  Seeke  Jeekes, 
the  master  of  the  ship,  to  prevent  the  expenses  that  must  have 
arisen  from  prosecuting  several  appeals  in  consequence  of  the 
several  claims  given  for  the  owners  of  different  parts  of  the  cargo 
in  the  Court  below,  empowered  Pet.  Erricarte  of  London,  mer- 
chant, to  daim  the  several  goods  condemned  in  the  Court  below  in 
his  name,  which  was  accordingly  done. 

An  appearance  was  given  for  the  respondent  under  protestation, 
for  that  the  present  appeal  was  prosecuted  in  the  name  of  Seeke 
Jeekes,  the  master,  and  that  the  claim  given  in  before  the  Lords 
was  also  in  his  name,  whereas  in  the  Court  of  GKbraltar  Jeekes  did 
not  claim  any  of  the  goods  schedulate,  but  some  were  claimed  by 
Nicholas  Tardy  and  others,  and  that  Jeekes  never  appealed  from 
the  sentence  in  the  Court  below  condemning  said  goods,  but  on  the 
contrary  petitioned  the  Judge  to  be  paid  his  freight  by  the  captors, 
which  was  decreed ;  therefore  he  cannot  now  appeal  therefrom ; 
wherefore  respondent  prayed  to  be  dismissed. 

20th  December,  1760. — ^The  Lords  declared  that  the  captain  is 
not  now  at  liberty  to  appeal,  under  privilege  of  the  ship,  but  that 
the  owners  may  use  him  on  the  appeal  as  a  claimant  of  their 
property. 

27th  June,  1761. — The  Lords  having  heard  informations  in  the 
cause,  and  respondents  having  made  many  objections  to  the 
credibility  of  a  real  sale  at  Cadiz  of  a  cargo  going  to  Marseilles,  the 
place  of  its  first  destination,  to  be  delivered  to  the  original  con- 
signees, as  appeared  manifestly  in  many  instances,  and  alleging 
that  by  the  law  of  Spain  and  France  the  goods  must  have  been 
cleared  out  and  transboarded,  and  have  paid  the  duty  at  Cadiz, 
and  must  have  entered  at  Marseilles  as  continuing  French  pro- 
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1768, 1761,    perty,  and  also  urging  that  the  oaths  in  support  of  the  claims  are 

evasive ;  and  the  appellants  insisting  that  neither  the  law  of  Spain 

TraYoKo  nor  France  was  as  alleged,  and  averring  that  no  evasion  was 
Adbiaka.  intended  nor  could  fairly  be  insinuated  from  the  oaths  in  support 
of  the  claim;  their  Lordships  thought  it  reasonable  that  some 
opportunity  should  be  given  for  further  explanation  by  affidavits 
as  to  the  laws  and  practice  of  Spain  in  relation  to  transboarding 
goods  from  French  to  neutral  ships,  and  as  to  the  laws  and  practice 
of  France  in  relation  to  the  importation  of  the  produce  of  French 
settlements  in  America  into  France  on  board  a  neutral  bottom 
from  a  port  in  Europe;  and  that  the  claimants  should  be  at 
liberty  to  supply  the  oaths  and  depositions  already  made  by 
declaring  whether  the  property  was  to  continue  theirs  after  the 
arrival  and  delivery  of  the  goods  at  Marseilles,  and  likewise  to 
supply  the  defect  in  their  oaths  by  declaring  that  the  price  was 
actually  and  bond  fide  paid  to  the  original  proprietors,  and  how  and 
where. 

In  obedience  to  their  Lordships'  order,  affidavits  and  proofs 
respecting  the  laws  of  France  and  Spain  were  given  in  on  both 
sides,  and  on  30th  June,  1764,  the  matter  came  on  again,  when 
the  Lords  declared,  from  the  evidence  on  both  sides,  that  the 
transboarding  on  this  occasion  was  not  done  in  any  fair  course  of 
trade  or  commerce,  which  ever  did,  or  ever  can  exist  in  time  of 
peace,  but  was  a  fraudulent  contrivance  merely  on  account  of  the 
war  to  continue  the  original  voyage  and  cover  the  goods  of  the 
enemy  to  their  destined  port,  entitled  to  the  same  privileges  and 
liable  to  the  same  duties  and  consequences  as  if  they  had  arrived 
on  board  the  same  ship  on  which  they  were  first  laden,  and  there- 
fore  an  actual  sale  for  a  consideration  really  paid  ought  not  to  be 
allowed  to  screen,  but  ought  to  be  considered  merely  as  a  mode  of 
unfair  assistance  to  complete  the  original  voyage  in  favour  of  the 
original  proprietors,  the  original  consignees,  and  the  public  revenue 
of  the  enemy  arising  from  the  duties. 


THE  GOOD  CHRISTIAN. 


IX 


THE  GOOD  OHEISTIAN. 

Netdral — Trade  with  Colony  of  Belligerent — Restoration  of  Ship. 

A  neutral  ship  and  cargo  were  captured  and  condemned  as  lawful 
prize  on  the  ground  that  the  vessel  was  trading  to  a  French  West  India 
Island  as  a  French  ship.  On  appeal  the  decree  was  reversed,  and  the 
ship  and  cargo  were  ordered  to  be  restored  (a). 

A  Danish  ship  was  taken  in  her  voyage  from  St.  Croix  to  St. 
Domingo ;  had  on  board  a  Dutch  pass  for  trade  amongst  all  the 
West  India  Islands ;  a  bill  of  lading  expressing  the  voyage  to  be 
to  St.  Domingo,  and  that  the  goods  are  on  account  and  risk  of  a 
Danish  subject ;  a  clearance  at  St.  Croix  for  Cape  Fran9ois.  The 
master  and  mariners  said  they  were  bound  to  St.  Domingo  or 
Cape  Frangois,  where  the  catgo  was  to  be  sold  to  any  person  that 
would  buy  it.  The  ship  was  carried  to  North  Carolina,  and 
proceeded  against  as  prize.  Claim  was  given  for  ship  and  cargo 
as  the  property  of  Danish  subjects. 

20th  December,  1760. — The  Judge  condemned  both  as  prizes, 
ordering  claimant  to  pay  costs  pursuant  to  stipulation.  The  Lords 
declared  that  on  all  the  evidences  and  drcumstanoes  pf  the  case 
they  axe  of  opinion  there  is  not  sufficient  ground  to  presume  that 
the  voyage  in  which  the  ship  Good  Christian  was  taken  waa  allowed 
by  the  Erench  king  or  his  officers,  or  undertaken  on  any  assurance, 
agreement,  or  authoritative  intimation  that  the  ship  would  be 
received  at  Cape  Eranfois  on  the  foot  of  a  French  ship  or  treated 
in  suoh  a  manner  as  only  French  ships  have  a  right  to  be  treated 
in  time  of  peace.    They  ordered  both  ship  and  cargo  to  be  restored. 


[BorreU, 
216  and  217.] 


1760 


[(a)  This  case  illustrates  an  attempt 
to  extend  the  mle  of  the  War  of  1756, 
by  which  Dutch  ships  and  cargoes 
trading  to  the  French  West  India 
colonies  were  condemned  on  the 
ground  that  the  French  Goyemment 
haying  giyen  exceptional  priyileges 
to  the  Dutch  by  allowing  them  to 


trade  with  their  colonies,  the  Dutch 
ships  were,  in  fact,  incorporated  with 
the  French  mercantile  marine.  Sir 
W.  Burrell  notes  in  a  few  lines  a 
number  of  cases  of  neutral  ships 
either  condemned  or  restored  by  the 
application  of  this  rule.] 
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Mamotty 
152.]  Becapivre — Privateer — Salvage, 

An  English  ship  was  taken  by  the  French,  and  remained  in  their 
possession  for  ninety-six  hours ;  she  did  not  enter  any  port,  and  was 
recaptured  by  a  British  priyateer.    The  Court  decreed  one-eighth  salyage. 

1778  An  EngKsh  ship,  retaken  from  the  French  by  a  privateer,  and 

^'  having  been  in  possession  of  the  enemy  near  ninety-six  hours, 

although  not  carried  into  any  port,  a  question  was  made  whether, 
there  being  no  Act  of  Parliament  to  regulate  proceedings  in  cases 
of  French  captures  and  recaptures,  the  old  rules  should  not  be 
observed  in  favour  of  privateers  retaking,  to  give  a  salvage  according 
to  the  time  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy.  That  larger  salvage 
has  always  been  allowed  to  the  privateers  than  to  the  King's  ships 
in  all  former  Acts  till  the  American  Act,  which  now  equally 
confined  both  to  one-eighth  salvage.  That  it  must  have  been  a 
slip  in  the  legislature,  in  the  American  Act ;  as  the  King's  ships 
are  doing  their  duty,  fitted  out  at  the  public  expense,  but  the 
privateers  at  the  extraordinary  expenses  of  particulars. 

The  Court  said  that  whether  it  was  a  slip  or  not,  in  the  drawers 
of  the  American  Acts,  yet  it  would  be  very  awkward  to  have  two 
different  rules ;  one  for  American,  another  for  French,  recaptures. 
That  as  in  this  case  the  Court  was  not  bound  by  the  Acts  in  former 
wars,  which  expired  with  them,  so  it  was  not  bound  in  this  case  of 
French  reprisals  by  the  American  Act  of  letters  of  marque.  That 
the  divisions  of  point  of  time  for  more  or  less  salvage  was  always  a 
bad  rule,  borrowed  from  the  oldest  Dutch  placarts,  .and  seemed 
calculated  for  increasing  litigations  and  disputes.  The  simplest 
rule  was  the  best  in  everything,  and  that  the  decision  in  the 
French  cases  of  recapture  should  square  with  the  clause  in  the 
American  Act;  therefore  pronounced  for  an  eighth  salvage,  yet 
not  so  as  to  preclude  the  discretion  of  the  Court  to  give  a  greater, 
and  even  a  very  great  salvage,  in  other  cases,  where  there  should 
be  very  great  merit  in  retaking. 

There  was  no  resistance  in  this  case  on  the  part  of  the  enemy ; 
but  when  the  action  should  be  attended  with  loss  of  lives  and  blood, 
and  damage  of  recaptors,  they  might  expect  a  proportionable 
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salvage ;  observing  that  this  ooimtiy  owed  muoh  at  this  time  to        1778 
the  activity  of  private  armaments ;  and  while  privateers  observed      •^^'  ^^' 
strictly  the  law  and  the  King's  instructions,  in  doing  no  injury  to    The  John. 
British  or  neutral  innocent  subjects,  they  would  meet  with  every 
suitable  and  just  encouragement. 


THE  VRTHEm  (No.  1).  pay  & 

Mamott, 
Contraband — Masts — Pre-emption — Payment  of  Freight — Treaty  of  December         188.] 
nth,  1674. 

A  Dutcli  ship  boimd  for  Bochf ort  with  a  cargo  of  masts  for  the  French 
Government  was  captured.  The  Court  ordered  the  cargo  to  be  sold  for 
the  use  of  his  Majesty,  all  freight,  expenses,  and  charges  to  be  paid  by 
his  Majesty. 

A  Dutch  ship,  taken  on  the  26th  of  August  by  his  Majesty's        i778 
cutter  the  Ette^  Lieutenant  Trollope  commander,  bound  from  Eiga      ^^'  ^- 
to  Bochfort,  the  cargo  71  masts  of  above  90  feet  in  length  fit  for 
first-rate  ships  of  war,  12  small  ditto,  460  boat-masts,  100  spars, 
2,900  deals,  laden  by  Blanchenhagen  of  Eiga,  who  ordered  the 
master  to  touch  at  ELdneur  in  Denmark,  and  to  apply  to  the 
French  Consul  for  orders  in  regard  to  the  destination.    The  master 
deposed  to  this  fact,  and  that  the  French  Consul  directed  him 
accordingly  to  carry  the  naval  stores  to  Eochf  ort,  and  that  a  broker 
there  would  instruct  him  to  whom  they  were  to  be  delivered.    The 
Dutch  master  claimed  his  ship  as  Dutch  property,  having  a  sea- 
brief  from  the  States,  and  duly  documented ;  and  the  cargo  as 
privileged  under  the  treaty  of  December  11th,  1674,  with  all  costs 
and  damages.    The  advocate  for  the  captor  consented  to  restitution 
of  the  ship  vdth  freight,  but  prayed  condemnation  of  the  stores  as 
for  the  account  of  the  French  king.    He  strongly  pressed  that  the 
privileges  had  never  been  yet  allowed  that  the  Dutch  diould  carry 
the  naval  stores  of  the  enemy's  GFovemment ;  that  the  privilege  in 
such  an  extent  as  claimed  was  never  in  contemplation  of  the  con- 
tracting parties,  who  were  at  the  time  of  this  treaty  entering  into 
an  alliance  offensive  and  defensive,  and  imderstood  as  engaging  to 
haye  always  the  same  friends  and  the  same  enemies;  that  the 
great  federal  union  between  England  and  Holland  had  since  then 
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1778        been  established  if  possible  in  a  firmer  manner.    On  the  part  of 
^^'   *       the  Dutch  claimant  was  m*ged  the  IVth  Article  of  the  treaty  as 


ThbYstsezd.  explicit,  that  "  masts,  planks,  boards,  and  beams  of  any  kind  of 
wood,  and  aU  other  materials  requisite  for  building  or  repairing 
ships  shall  be  wholly  reputed  free  goods,  so  that  the  same  may  be 
freely  transported  and  carried  by  the  subjects  of  the  States  to 
places  under  the  obedience  of  the  enemies  of  his  said  Majesty, 
except  only  to  places  besieged,  blocked  up  or  invested.^ 

The  Ptoctor  and  Advocate  of  the  Admiralty  moved,  that  the 
stores  might  be  sold  on  a  fair  valuation  to  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Navy  for  his  Majesty's  use.  The  freight,  the  expenses  of 
proceeding,  and  aU  other  charges  due  to  the  Dutch  claimant  to 
make  a  part  of  the  price. 

The  Judge  gave  his  opinion  nearly  in  the  following  terms : — 

This  question,  of  the  highest  national  importance,  turns,  in  my 
opinion,  upon  a  great  extent  of  comprehensive  argument.  To  give 
the  utmost  force  to  the  treaty  of  1674,  relied  on  by  the  claimants  os 
the  fort  of  their  pretensions,  the  lYth  Article  must  be  admitted  to 
to  be  in  the  terms  as  stated.  The  1st  Article  stipulates,  ^^  Freedom 
to  exercise  all  manner  of  traffic." 

Article  II.  "  This  freedom  of  commerce  is  not  to  be  interrupted 
by  reason  of  any  war  as  to  any  kind  of  merchandize,  but  shall 
extend  to  all  commodities  which  may  be  carried  in  time  of  peace ; 
those  only  excepted  which  are  described  under  the  name  of  contra- 
band." There  follows  the  Ilird  Article,  affirming  what  shall  be 
contraband,  specifically  naming  the  sorts  of  arms  and  ordnance ; 
and  lastly,  in  general  words,  "  all  other  instruments  of  war." 

The  lYth  Article  is  negative  of  contraband ;  and  masts,  &c.  are 
excepted  from  being  contraband. 

By  the  general  law  and  usage  of  nations  (treaties  and  extra- 
ordinary  stipulations  out  of  the  question)  there  are  two  sorts  of 
things  confiscable:  1st,  aU  those,  generally,  which  belong  to  an 
enemy,  found  on  board  the  ships  of  a  friend ;  2ndly,  those  which 
belong  to  a  friend,  but  which  will  aid  the  enemy  to  maintain  war. 
These  latter  are  contraband;  so  that  one  of  the  ideas  inseparably 
annexed  to  contraband,  and  to  the  exception  of  contraband,  is,  that 
the  goods  excepted  belong  to  a  friend ;  from  which  it  is  clear  that 
the  goods  of  the  Dutch  subject,  specially  or  generally  enumerated  in 
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Artide  m.,  are  oontraband ;  and  that  masts,  &o.y  do.,  and  all        1778 
other  materials  reqtdsite  for  building  and  repairing  ships,  excepted 


in  Article  IV.,  do  mean  such  masts,  &o.,  which  do  also  belong  to  ThbVbthkid. 
the  friend,  and  are  going  in  the  oidinaiy  merchandize  and  for  mer- 
cantile  purposes.  This  must  be  the  natural  sense  of  the  stipulation. 
For  to  admit  a  right  of  being  the  privileged  carriers  of  the  enemy 
to  the  royal  docks  would  work  such  an  adoption  of  a  hostile 
character,  would  defeat  every  idea  of  alliance  and  confederacy  of 
the  contracting  parties,  and  transfer  the  federal  union  over  to  the 
other  belligerent. 

The  great  argument  is  that  all  subsisting  treaties  of  commerce 
and  alliance,  offensive  and  defensive,  are  to  be  taken  as  one  con- 
tract, una  contextUy  and  the  spirit  of  the  federal  union  is  to 
interpret  the  letter,  so  that  no  one  treaty,  or  article  of  the  treaty, 
is  to  be  taken  substantive,  or  standing  alone  and  single  from  the 
rest. 

The  secret  Article  of  Westminster,  1673-4,  is  as  strong  as  pos- 
sible. The  words  are :  ^*  Neither  of  the  said  parties  shall  give  nor 
consent  that  any  of  their  subjects,  or  inhabitants  shall  give  any  aid, 
favour,  or  counsel,  directiy  or  indirecUy,  by  land  or  by  sea,  or  on 
the  fresh  waters,  nor  shall  furnish  nor  consent  that  the  subjects 
and  inhabitants  of  their  dominions  and  countries  shall  furnish  any 
sAipSy  soldiers,  mariners,  provisions,  money,  instruments  of  war, 
gunpowder,  or  any  other  things  necessary  f oi:  making  war,  to  the 
enemies  of  the  other  party,  of  any  rank  or  condition  whatsoever." 
It  is  very  clear  that  ships  may  be  furnished  by  piecemecd,  as  com- 
pletely as  if  they  sailed  out  of  the  Texel  with  all  their  furniture. 

If  one  Dutch  ship  carries  masts,  another  anchors,  another  sails, 
another  a  ship's  frame  (and  such  there  is  now  taken,  of  size  for  a 
seventy-gun  ship),  a  whole  fleet  may  go  by  detail  from  Holland 
for  the  King  of  France's  service. 

It  could  never  be  the  intention  of  the  contracting  parties  that 
Dutch  ships,  or  English,  vice  versdy  should  become  the  transports  of 
an  enemy's  government  for  carrying  free  its  stores  of  war  either 
for  sea  or  land. 

Besides  aU  this,  the  usage  of  nations  is  the  best  interpreter  of 
aU  contracts ;  and  it  always  has  been  the  usage  to  pay  the  Dutch 
carrier  for  the  enemy's  stores,  and  for  his  freight ;  and  the  prece- 
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1778         dents  of  the  usage  universally  acquiesced  in  during  the  last  wars 
^^'  ^'       are  worth  all  the  reasonings  of  Gbotius  and  Puffendorf. 


TheVeyhkid.  By  decreeing  naval  stores  to  be  sold  to  the  public,  and  the 
freight  and  all  incidental  charges,  as  between  merchant  and  mer- 
chant, made  a  part  of  the  price,  the  carrier  has  the  benefit  of  the 
treaty.  The  great  object  is  his  cabotage  or  carrying  trade ;  give 
him  that,  the  spirit  of  the  treaty  is  fulfilled.  As  to  necessity,  by 
the  XXIVth  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Bredah,  **  the  persons  of 
merchants,  masters,  and  mariners  of  either  party,  their  ships,  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandizes  may  be  arrested  or  detained  in  the  port  of 
the  other,  to  serve  in  war,  or  for  any  other  service  upon  an  extra- 
ordinary necessity,  and  then  just  satisfaction  shall  be  made." 

Holland,  in  case  of  such  necessity,  may  press  English  ships  and 
seamen,  and  England  may  do  the  same  vice  versd.  The  casus 
foederis  exists :  the  dominions  of  GFreat  Britain  in  America  and  her 
conmierce  on  the  ocean  are  invaded  by  France.  The  necessity  is 
and  can  only  be  judged  of  by  the  party  who  claims  the  assistance ; 
because  if  it  rested  with  the  other  confederates  to  judge  of  the 
necessity  he  would  judge  in  his  own  cause,  and  elude  the  contract. 

Whenever  it  comes  to  that,  it  may  be  urged  with  equal  reason 
and  plain  sense :  ^^  I  say,  I  am  in  necessity,  and  want  your  assist- 
ance." Tou  say,  "  I  am  not  in  necessity,  and  you  will  not  give 
the  assistance."  The  reply  is  obvious:  "I  know  best  my  own 
wants  and  necessities,  which  I  feel,  and  not  you;  if  therefore 
you  will  not  allow  my  demand,  I  will  not  allow  yours.  All  is 
reciprocal.  As  you  do  not  admit  my  necessity,  I  am  under  a 
necessity  to  refuse  your  privilege." 

As  to  England  having  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  the  treaty,  it  was 
but  once  (above  a  century  ago).  But  Holland,  on  the  contrary, 
has  used  it  so  often  as  almost  to  wear  it  out. 

In  the  present  state  of  things,  England,  in  a  most  extraordinary 
position,  never  possible  in  contemplation  in  the  utmost  range  of 
the  imagination  of  the  contracting  parties,  engaged  in  a  civil  war 
with  her  own  subjects  of  the  whole  continent  of  British  America, 
and  assailed,  first  privately  and  then  publicly,  by  France,  cannot 
admit  of  the  privilege  of  carrying  the  naval  stores  of  the  enemy, 
in  the  extent  cledmed  by  the  States,  without  opening  her  breast  to 
all  her  enemies  without  defence. 
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She  is  obliged  by  every  principle  of  self-preservation  to  snatch        1778 
the  sword  from  the  hand  of  her  assailants,  let  who  will  interfere,  !_! 


and  not  to  aflFord  arms  to  that  restless  and  malignant  nation  who,  in  ThbVbtheid. 
the  weakness  or  destruction  of  Ghreat  Britain,  will  most  assuredly 
involve  the  fate  of  Holland. 

The  Judge  decreed  the  ship  to  be  restored  to  the  Dutch 
claimants,  together  with  the  value  of  the  cargo ;  the  naval  stores 
to  be  sold,  according  to  former  precedents,  for  the  use  of  his 
Majesty  ;  all  freight,  expenses  and  charges,  both  of  the  captor  and 
claimant,  to  be  paid  by  his  Majesty.  From  this  sentence  the 
Proctor  of  the  captor  appealed ;  but  the  Court  ordered  the  execu- 
tion of  the  sentence  not  to  be  suspended,  and  the  captor  to  give 
adequate  security  to  answer  the  appeal. 


THE  EENAED.  [Hay  &  Mar- 

riott,  222.] 

Becapture — Restoration — Salvage — A  mount, 

A  British  ship  was  captured  by  the  enemy  and  was  judicially  condemned, 
then  fitted  out  as  a  privateer,  and  subsequently  re-taken  by  a  British 
privateer.  The  Court  ordered  the  ship  to  be  restored  to  her  original 
owners,  and  decreed  a  moiety  of  her  value  to  the  recaptors  as  salvage. 

This  vessel  was  first  taken  by  the  French,  carried  by  them  into        1778 

Havre  de  Ghrace,  condemned  judicially,  and  by  them  fitted  out  as  '— — 

a  privateer ;  retaken  by  the  Lark  privateer.  A  claim  was  given  by 
one  Mr.  Lad  and  others,  as  their  property.  The  French  witnesses 
deposed  that  she  was  an  English  prize ;  objection  was  taken  by  the 
counsel  for  the  captors  to  the  identification,  there  being  a  variation  . 
of  tonnage  between  the  French  papers  and  the  affidavit  of  the 
claimant.  But  the  great  question  was,  whether  (this  vessel  having 
been  completely  in  the  enemy's  port  and  possession,  and  con- 
demned in  France)  the  property  of  the  original  British  owner  was 
not  entirely  defeated ;  and  if  not,  that  the  quantum  of  salvage  to 
be  allowed  was  to  be  considered?  because  there  is  no  Prize  Act,  in 
the  present  case,  of  hostilities  with  France;  and  that  the  American 
Privateer  Act  gives  only  one-eighth  even  to  privateers,  which  in 
former  Prize  Acts,  in  time  of  war,  used  always  to  give  to  privateers 
a  salvage  proportionable  to  the  number  of  hours  any  ship,  retaken 
from  the  enemy,   shall  have  been  in  the  enemy's  possession ; 

R.  c 
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1778         although  men-of-war  had  never  more  than  an  eighth  salvage.     In 
^*   '       support  of  the  argument  that  no  salvage  was  due,  quotations  were 


Thb  Rbnabd.  made  from  Grotius,  who  considers  occupancy  by  the  enemy  for 
twenty-four  hours  as  a  divesting  of  the  original  property,  and  as 
good  a  transfer,  by  the  law  of  nations,  as  bargain  and  sale  by  the 
civil  law. 

Bynkershoek,  a  modem  Dutch  writer,  now  much  in  esteem  and 
fashion,  opposes  the  sentiments  of  Ghrotius,  and  says  that  an  occu- 
pancy of  twenty-four  hours  is  not  sufficient ;  but  there  must  be 
such  a  bringing  into  port  as  that  all  hope  of  recovery  is  lost  with 
the  ship. 

This  idea  of  Bynkershoek  was  said  to  agree  with  the  common 
law  of  England,  as  laid  down  in  Brooke's  Abridgement,  tit. 
Property,  forfeiture  38 :  "  If  an  enemy  takes  an  Englishman's 
goods,  the  former  owner,"  says  he,  "  shall  lose  his  property ;  and 
it  becomes  indef  easibly  vested  in  the  first  taker,  unless  it  shall  be 
retaken  the  same  day,  and  the  first  owner  puts  in  his  daim  before 
sunset."  From  whence  a  conclusion  is  to  be  drawn  that  a  posses- 
sion of  a  certain  time,  even  without  a  sentence,  defeases  the  first 
owner. 

Judgment  : 

The  Court  [Sir  J.  Marriott]  observed,  that  there  is  something  ridi- 
culous in  the  decisive  manner  each  lawyer,  as  quoted,  had  given  his 
opinion.  GFrotius  might  as  weU  have  laid  down,  for  a  rule,  twelve 
hours,  as  twenty-four ;  or  forty-eight  as  twelve.  A  pedantic  man 
in  his  closet  dictates  the  law  of  nations ;  everybody  quotes,  and 
•  nobody  minds  him.  The  usage  is  plainly  as  arbitrary  as  it  is 
uncertain ;  and  who  shall  decide  when  dictators  disagree  P 
Bynkershoek,  as  it  is  natural  to  every  writer  or  speaker  who  comes 
after  another,  is  delighted  to  contradict  Grotius :  his  rule  is,  that 
the  prize  must  not  only  be  brought,  if\fra  prcBsidia,  into  the  port 
and  under  the  guns  of  the  enemy,  but  so  that  all  hope  of  recovery 
is  lost.  But  this  rule  will  not  do,  it  is  plain,  because  the  fact  is 
the  ship  is  recovered. 

As  to  Master  Brooke's  rule,  there  is  neither  sense  nor  justice  in 
it.  The  property,  he  says,  is  lost  between  an  Englishman  and 
Englishman,  imless  it  is  retaken  in  twelve  hours;  and  besides  that, 
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it  must  be  reolaimed  before  sunset.    What!  when  the  original        1778 
owner  at  land  knows  nothing  of  his  ship  being  taken  by  the  enemy       ^^'  ^* 
at  sea  P  and  how,  and  where,  and  from  whom  can  he  reclaim  her  P  Thb  Benabd. 
From  the  enemy  P    The  rule  is  nonsensical,  for  it  is  impossible.        giTj. 
I  take  the  general  law  to  be,  and  it  is  equity,  that  a  British  subject     Marriott. 
has  always  a  right  to  his  own  again,  when  found  in  the  hands  of 
another  British  subject,  and  can  maintain  his  suit  for  it,  paying  a 
salvage  proportionable  to  the  expense  and  danger,  and  other 
circumstances. 

This  doctrine  is  just,  in  the  relation  in  which  one  British  subject 
stands  to  another  British  subject,  and  does  not  at  all  controvert 
the  principle  that  a  lawful  enemy  in  war  may  acquire  property  by 
occupancy,  and  may  transfer  it  to  a  third  party,  who  is  not  forbid 
from  such  purchase  by  any  especial  treaty. 

In  the  present  case,  the  state  of  hostilities  is  more  favourable  to 
the  claimant  than  a  declared  war.  What  is  declared,  then  P 
Eeprisals  upon  the  French  King,  his  subjects,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  his  territories.  But  British  subjects,  generally  (the  case  of  the 
Americans  being  out  of  the  question),  are  not  to  make  reprisals 
upon  one  another;  there  is  no  authority  for  that.  Clearly,  the 
American  Act  does  not  extend  to  the  present  question  of  salvage. 
There  is  no  act  relative  to  recaptures  from  the  French.  It  rests 
then  with  the  Court.  By  what  rule  can  it  direct  its  discretion  P 
The  old  War  Prize  Acts  have  pointed  out  a  rule  which  the  Court 
may  adopt,  not  as  binding  on  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  but  as 
declaring  the  practice.  A  man-of-war,  being  paid  by  the  public 
and  fitted  out  at  the  national  expense,  had  by  the  Act  only  an 
eighth  of  the  recapture  if  a  merchant  ship;  but  a  privateer  retaking 
after  a  ship  had  been  in  the  possession  above  ninety-six  hours,  was 
to  have  a  moiety,  and  a  man-of-war,  as  well  as  a  privateer,  retaking 
a  British  ship,  the  same  being  fitted  out  for  war  by  the  enemy, 
had  a  moiety.  In  this  case,  the  recaptured  vessel  appears  to  have 
been  fitted  out  as  a  privateer,  and  therefore  I  have  no  doubt  to 
decree  a  moiety  as  salvage  and  restore  the  ship  to  the  original 
owners;  the  variation  of  the  tonnage  is  accounted  for  by  the 
difference  of  the  French  and  English  computation,  and  admitted 
by  the  counsel. 

g2 
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Jan,  8. 


[Hay  &  Mar.  THE  POSTILION. 

riott,  245.] 

Capture-^Cargo-^Domicile^Enemy  Subject  Besident  in  Neutral  Territory-^ 

Bestoration—Coeta  and  Damages, 

Great  Britain  being  at  war  -with  France,  the  cargo  of  a  Frenchman, 
domiciled  in  Hamburgh,  was  captured  on  a  neutral  ship.  The  cargo 
ordered  to  be  restored  -with  costs  and  damages  since  the  owner  must  be 
considered  a  Hamburgher. 

1779  A  LuBECK  ship  was  restored  to  the  Lubeokers  and  the  cargo  to 

.  M.  Lienau,  the  owner,  who,  though  a  Frenchman,  was  domiciled 
at  Hamburgh  ;  and  it  appearing  by  evidence,  and  by  a  certificate  of 
the  magistrates  on  board  the  ship,  that  the  cargo  was  his  sole  pro- 
perty, though  consigned  to  his  brothers  in  France,  the  cargo  was 
also  restored,  and  the  privateer  condemned  in  costs  and  damages. 
The  groimd  of  the  decision  was  that  a  native  of  Hamburgh, 
resident  in  France,  would  have  his  property  condemned  by  the 
law  of  nations  as  an  adopted  Frenchman,  pro  hdc  vice;  and  so  the 
King's  declaration  of  reprisals  expresses  it,  that  the  ships  and  goods 
of  persons  inhabiting  the  territories  of  the  French  King  shall  be 
subject  to  reprisals ;  and  therefore  the  same  equity  operates  the 
other  way,  that  a  Frenchman  resident  at  Hamburgh  should  be  con- 
sidered as  a  Hamburgher,  and  have  the  advantages  of  protection  if 
he  is  the  sole  proprietor. 


[Hay  &  Mar-  THE  MAEIA  MAQDALENA. 

riott,  247.] 

Cargo^British  Owners — Dedara;tion  of  BeprUals — Captwre — Condemnation — 

False  Affidavits, 

A  neutral  ship  sailed  from  the  Thames  after  a  declaration  of  reprisals, 
haying  on  board  a  cargo  consigned  to  France  by  British  traders.  Held, 
that  war  de  facto  existed  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  that 
the  cargo  must  be  condemned. 

1779  This  was  a  Swedish  ship,  taken  by  his  Majesty's  cutter,.the  Kite^ 

Jan.  11.  upon  the  26th  of  August,  boimd  from  the  port  of  London  to 
NantQs.  She  was  laden  by  several  merchants  of  French  houses  of 
eminence  in  London,  and  the  cargo  put  on  board  between  the  7th 
of  July  and  the  21st  of  August,  cleared  and  sailed  out  of  the  river 
Thames  on  the  24th  of  August,  as  appeared  upon  the  evidence  of 
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the  Swedish  master  and  mate.    Separate  claims  were  given,  and        1779 
one  of  the  claimants  very  honestly  in  his  affidavit  confessed  that  if  ^  ' 


the  goods  got  safe  to  Nantes  they  were  to  be  French  property,  but   The  Maeia. 

•  A  «  •    •   «  JCa.0DALI5WA» 

if  taken  upon  the  high  seas  then  they  were  to  be  British  property. 
This  shows  the  artful  manner  in  which  merchants  cover  their  trade 
with  the  enemy,  and  the  necessity  of  parties  being  required  to 
prove  a  continued  and  complete  property  for  their  own  account  and 
risk  at  the  time  of  their  lading,  at  the  time  of  their  being  taken, 
and  at  the  time  of  their  unlading  at  the  place  of  their  final  destina- 
tion. One  of  the  claimants  had  made  an  affidavit  that  his  goods 
were  shipped  the  beginning  of  August,  but  being  deceived,  as  his 
counsel  said,  by  his  broker,  he  now  made  another  affidavit  that  they 
were  shipped  in  July,  on  a  day  before  his  Majesty's  declaration  of 
reprisals,  which  was  on  the  29th  of  July.  They  all  of  them  swore 
roundly  that  their  respective  cargoes  were  shipped  for  Ostend ;  and 
it  appeared  by  the  evidence  of  the  master  that  the  ship  was  never 
intended  for,  nor  did  it  touch  at,  Ostend,  and  that  he  flung  overboard 
all  his  English  Custom  House  papers  the  moment  he  got  out  of  the 
river.  All  the  bills  of  lading  were  made  out  in  the  French 
language,  and  as  of  goods  shipped  at  Ostend  in  foreign  names  of 
Amoldus  Hoys  and  others.  The  counsel  for  the  claimants  urged 
that  the  present  state  of  hostilities  was  not  such  a  state  of  war  as  to 
make  British  subjects  liable  to  confiscation,  or  any  other  legal 
inconvenience,  for  holding  correspondence  with  France ;  that 
nothing  but  a  declaration  of  war  could  restrain  the  subject ;  but  a 
declaration  of  reprisals  went  no  farther  than  to  confiscate  the  goods 
of  enemies  and  of  others  residing  within  their  territories,  under  their 
protection  and  government,  and  not  those  of  British  subjects.  If 
there  was  meant  to  have  been  a  prohibition  of  that  kind,  it  ought 
to  have  been  expressed,  to  have  put  British  merchants  upon  their 
guard ;  that  it  was  well  known  in  the  commerdaL  world  that  by 
the  laws  of  France  British  manufactures  cannot  be  imported 
directly  into  France  without  an  extraordinary  duty,  which  duty 
is  avoided  by  carrying  them  to  Ostend,  and  from  Ostend  to 
French  ports;  that  this  trade,  by  connivance,  is  greatly  for 
the  advantage  of  England,  and  as  such  to  be  tolerated,  being 
like  to  the  profits  acquired  by  insuring  the  goods  of  the  enemy, 
and  the  balance  in  favour  of  this  kingdom.  That  it  appears  by 
Bymer's  Foedera  in  the  time  of  Edward  the  Third,  that  commerce 
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1779         was  allowed  between  English  and  French  subjects,  although  the 
^'     '      two  kingdoms  were  in  a  state  of  war,  and  that  no  prohibition  can 


TheMaeu.  legally  take  place  till  there  is  a  declaration  of  war,  which,  like 
that  in  1752,  forbids  the  subject  to  hold  any  kind  of  correspon- 
dence ;  that  the  packets  to  this  moment  sail  between  Dover  and 
Calais ;  that  it  is  not  even  dear  that  the  French  Minister,  or  his 
representative,  have  quitted  this  country ;  and  an  Order  of  Council 
for  reprisals  is  not  equal  to  a  declaration  of  war  in  many  respects ; 
otherwise,  why  does  this  Court  decree  that  naval  stores,  laden  on 
board  neutral  vessels,  before  the  time  limited  by  his  Majesty's 
notification,  and  destined  for  his  enemies,  should  be  sold  to  his 
Majesty  for  the  benefit  of  the  proprietors  P  To  this  it  was 
answered,  that  the  fact  was  clear  on  the  part  of  the  captors  that  the 
ship  had  sailed  a  month  after,  in  defiance  of  the  King's  declaration 
of  reprisals,  from  the  port  of  London  to  the  port  of  an  enemy.  If 
such  trade  was  thought  useful,  upon  a  representation  to  his 
Majesty's  GFovemment,  passports  and  letters  of  safe  conduct  should 
be  applied  for,  and  licences  obtained.  The  master  deposing  that 
the  bills  of  lading  were  all  colourable  and  false  is  a  sufficient 
groimd  for  condemnation.  The  present  state  of  hostilities  is  a 
state  of  war,  de  facto y  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  and  the  parties 
claiming  suffered  the  vessel  to  sail  a  month  after  the  King's 
declcuration,  with  their  eyes  open  to  all  the  consequences  of  such  an 
act. 

In  the  case  of  the  Stadf  Bergen,  in  1758,  in  the  Rengender  Jacobs 
and  the  Notre  Dame  de  Grace,  where  British  subjects  claimed  goods 
on  board  neutral  ships  destined  for  the  ports  of  the  enemy,  the 
goods  were  condenmed,  upon  this  principle,  that  no  claims  can  be 
admitted  to  contradict  the  ship's  papers,  and  that  English  merchants 
shall  not  consign  falsely ;  that  the  truth  of  the  matter  seems  to  be, 
that  the  present  claimants  are  shippers  and  insurers  for  the  French, 
but  not  ultimately  and  truly  the  owners :  if  they  are  the  owners, 
such  a  trade  is  illegal. 

Judgment  : 

The  judge  [Sir  J.  Marriott]  delivered  his  opinion  as  foUows :  The 

fact  is,  that  merchants  in  England  have  cleared  out  a  vessel  in  the  river 

Thames  falsely,  and  have  furnished  her  with  false  bills  of  lading ; 

and  the  English  oleaxanoes  have  been  destroyed.    They  have  sworn 
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most  equivocally  in  their  affidavits  that  the  goods  were  shipped  for        1779 
Ostend,  whereas  they  were  shipped  in  reality  for  Nantz,  in  France,      *^^'  ^^' 
the  capital  port  for  the  rebel  American  trade.    The  several  parcels  of   Thb  Mabu. 

goods  were  put  on  board  at  different  times,  some  before,  and  others        

entirely  after  his  Majesty's  declaration  of  general  reprisals,  on  the     M^Jriott. 
29th  of  July,  against  Prance.     They  could  not  but  know  also, 
being  French  houses,  of  the  King  of  France  declaring  in  terms,  on 
the  10th  of  July,  that  he  was  engaged  in  actual  hostilities  with 
England.     This  point  has  already  been  decided  by  the  Admiralty 
Courts  of  both  kingdoms.     Where  is  the  difference,  whether  a  war 
is  proclaimed  by  a  herald  at  the  Boyal  Exchange,  with  his 
trumpets,  and  on  the  Pont  Neuf  at  Paris,  and  by  reading  and 
affixing  a  printed  paper  on  public  buildings ;  or  whether  war  is 
announced  by  royal  ships,  and  whole  fleets,  at  the  mouths  of 
cannon  P    The  relative  state  of  subjects,  as  to  foreign  nations,  is 
that  of  their  prince.   It  is  a  misdemeanour  of  a  very  high  nature  to 
carry  on  commerce  with  the  enemies  of  the  crown  and  Idngdom. 
Confiscation  here  is  one  of  the  civil  consequences  of  such  a  conduct. 
Metaphysical  refinements  about  bellum  justum^  perfectumy  legitimum 
are  ridiculous.   If  learned  authorities  are  to  be  quoted,  Bynkershoek 
has  a  whole  chapter  to  prove,  from  the  history  of  Europe,  that  a 
lawful  and  perfect  state  of  war  may  exist  without  proclamation. 
But  it  is  said  that  this  covered  trade  is  politically  useful  for 
England  and  its  manufactures,  and  the  balance  as  favourable  as 
insuring.     I  do  not  sit  here  to  judge  of  political  systems,  or  com- 
mercial ones,  upon  the  subject  of  the  greater  or  less  degrees  of 
possible  profit  and  loss  to  the  community.    It  is  said  that  the 
returns  will  be  made  in  French  goods;  that  is,  they  will  be 
smuggled  into  England ;  but  at  all  events,  between  the  trade  of 
England  and  France,  in  the  commutation  of  commodities,  the 
balance  is  known  to  be  greatly  against  England.     In  regard  to 
insuring  (and  I  do  not  wonder  at  this  argument  coming  from 
insurers),  I  have  a  clear  opinion,  that  as  the  insuring  of  his 
Majesty's  life  is  not  to  be   permitted,  because    it    may  be  a 
temptation  to  some  one  to  tcJte  it  away,  so  insuring  against 
the  arms  of  the  British  nation  is  an  inducement  perpetually 
to  betray  them;   it  is  an  aiding,  abetting,  and  comforting  of 
the  king's  enemies,  a  discovery  of  the  national  councils,  and  a 


24 


THE  MARTA  MAGDALENA. 


1779 
Jan,  11. 


Thb  Mabu. 
Maqdalena. 


Sir  J. 

Marriott. 


prolonging  of  the  war,  to  the  oppression,  taxation,  and  ruin  of 
millions  of  subjects,  and  instead  of  a  great  balance  of  profit  in 
favour  of  th6  whole  community,  it  is  a  less  balance  turned  into 
the  narrow  channel  of  the  pockets  of  a  few  private  men,  who 
often,  without  property,  prey  and  grow  great  upon  the  public  vitals. 
There  seems  little  or  no  doubt  but  the  claimants  are  insurers; 
not  the  ultimate  owners,  at  all  events ;  and  the  affidavit  of  one  of 
the  claimants  clearly  shows  how  the  bargains  are  made  between 
the  shipper  here  by  commission,  and  the  consignee  in  France,  as  to 
the  risk  on  the  sea  and  on  the  land.  How  any  man  can  swear 
(and  one  only  has  ventured  to  swear  so,  besides  the  variations  of 
his  dates)  "  that  the  goods,  if  they  had  been  landed  in  France, 
would  have  continued  his  property,"  is  astonishing :  for  it  is  clear 
that  if  they  were  English  property,  and  had  arrived  in  France, 
they  would  have  been  oondenmed ;  if  they  were  to  be  free,  they 
must  be  French.  So  that  the  fact  either  way  stares  the  affidavit 
in  the  face.  And  these  are  merchants  !  Not  indeed  true  English- 
men; for  better  would  it  be  for  England,  that  Englishmen  to 
Frenchmen  should  set  foot  to  foot,  than  thus  to  protract  a  war 
with  all  the  subtleties  of  mercantile  negotiation  and  every  refine- 
ment. What  is  this  but  cauponantes  bellum  ? — carrying  on  toar  by 
retail?  I  own  I  am  shocked  when  I  see  the  names  of  the 
claimants,  and  observe  by  the  affidavits  how  little  attention  is  paid 
to  truth,  and  to  the  bond  of  all  duties,  public  and  private,  the 
solemnity  of  an  oath.  Is  the  faith  of  a  broker,  and  his  report  to 
his  principals,  or  even  his  oath  at  a  Custom-house,  to  heal  over  the 
conscience  of  his  employer  P    But  these  are  merchants ! 

Eemitters,  agents  by  commission,  insurers  of  all  things  certain 
and  uncertain,  and  the  greatest  enemies  of  this  coxmtry  and  happy 
constitution,  are  found  too  often  blended  together  in  the  general 
class  of  the  denomination  of  merchants,  assumed  by  men  who  are 
either  bom,  or  are  dwelling,  and  growing  rich  under  the  laws, 
liberties,  and  protection  of  Gbeat  Britain,  without  affection  or 
attachment  to  it. 

The  true  merchant,  importer  and  exporter,  for  his  own  account 
and  risk,  is  a  great  character,  and  to  be  revered  by  all  mankind, 
whose  necessities  are  supplied  by  him,  and  the  horrors  even  of  war 
diminished.    Such  there  still  are,  and  who  are  men  of  the  greatest 
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probity,  and  worthy  of  the  confidence  of  Sovereigns  and  of  nations. 
I  feel  the  utmost  pain  in  this  cause.  I  have  a  personal  respect  for 
some  of  the  nemies  I  see  in  the  claims  and  affidavits  annexed,  and  .2""  Mabia 
am  willing  to  be  persuaded,  that  in  the  immense  hurry  of  other 
business,  or  by  the  dissipation  of  the  pleasures  of  the  times,  they 
have  been  led  into  a  most  dangeroua  error,  in  imagining  that 
affidavits  are  nothing  but  forms,  to  be  left  to  be  settled  by  an 
attorney,  a  proctor,  a  clerk  in  office,  or  a  oountinff-house ;  they  are 
made  ^k  Lty,  and  «wom  to  wiJh  raahness.  If  such  affidavits 
had  appeared  in  any  other  Court  in  this  kingdom,  the  claimants 
would  have  been  too  sensible  of  the  consequences  of  falsifications. 
Warned  of  their  mistake  and  inattention  here,  they  ought  to  be 
thankful  for  what  is  now  said,  to  put  them  upon  their  guard  from 
showing  too  much  zeal  for  their  correspondents  in  an  enemy's 
country  hereafter.  The  goods  must  be  condemned,  and  the 
freight  and  costs  on  all  sides  paid  by  the  claimants.  No  contract 
appears  with  the  neutral  carrier ;  they  best  know  what  it  was,  and 
for  whom  it  was  made.  It  is  very  reasonable  that  the  master 
should  pay  the  man. 

The  proctor  for  the  claimants  protested  of  a  grievance  and 
appealing ;  but  the  appeal  has  since  been  withdrawn. 


THE  CONCOEDIA  AFFINITATIS. 

Practice — Affidavits — Proof  of  NeutraVs  Property — Cargo* 

Affidavits  in  proof  of  neutral  property  in  a  cargo  should  be  unequi- 
vocal, and  should  go  to  the  property  in  the  goods  when  they  were  first 
laden,  when  taken,  and  when  finally  landed. 

This  was  a  Swedish  ship,  bound  from  Hamburgh  to  Rochelle. 
Upon  the  27th  of  November  last  the  ship  was  restored  with  freight 
and  the  master's  expenses  charged  upon  the  cargo.  The  hemp  and 
copper  sheets  were  ordered  to  be  sold  to  the  Commissioners  of  his 
Majesty's  Navy,  the  money  to  be  brought  into  the  Registry,  for 
the  use  of  those  who  shall  be  entitled  thereto ;  and  the  claimants  of 
the  cargo  in  general  (the  property  not  being  verified  by  the 
master,  or  fully  set  forth  in  the  bills  of  lading)  were  ordered  to 
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1779        prove  their  property.    The  captors  consented  to  accept  of  aflBdavits 
as  proof,  'without  going  into  pleadings.      A  great  number  of 


Thb  Con-     affidavits  were  accordingly  brought  in.     Out  of  fourteen  there  were 

Ajpinitatis.   but  three  numbers  which  were  unequivocal  and  direct.     The  Court 

restored  the  contents  of  these  three  bills  of  lading,  and  ordered  that 

the  claimants  should  give  fuller  proof  of  the  property  of  all  the 

rest. 

The  objections  taken  by  the  counsel  for  the  captors  were,  that 
many  of  the  affidavits  were  only  in  the  present  tense,  viz.,  that  the 
goods  claimed  are  solely  and  wholly  the  property  of  claimants, 
and  that  no  other  person  hath  any  share  or  interest  therein : 
whereas  it  ought  to  have  been  sworn,  not  only  that  the  goods  were 
their  entire  and  sole  property  at  the  time  of  lading,  at  the  time  of 
their  being  taken  as  prize,  and  are  so  at  the  present  time,  but  also 
will  remain  so  in  case  the  ship  shall  arrive  at  the  place  of  her 
original  destination.     One  of  the  claimants  swore  that  the  hemp 
does  go   over  the  sea  for  his  account  and  risk.    Another  swore 
that  the  goods  are  insured  at  Hamburgh  and  Amsterdam,  and  thus 
(drawing  an  inference)  subjects  of  neutral  states  actually  run  the 
risk  thereof.    The  case  of  Charles  Mavemersicerth^  in  1741,  was 
quoted.    That  was  a  Swedish  ship,  which  had  taken  in  goods 
upon  general  freight  at  Hambro'  for  Alicant,  Cadiz,  and  Mar- 
seilles, by  the  bills  of  lading,  to  be  delivered  to  the  persons  to  whom 
the  goods  were  consigned.    There  were  attestations  on  board  the 
ship  concerning  the  property,  and  to  them  exceptions  were  taken  as 
in  the  present,  that  they  related  to  the  property  at  the  time  of 
shipping  only.    The  Court  ordered  fuller  proof,  and  the  mode  of 
making  it  to  be  settled  and  agreed  by  the  advocates  on  all  sides 
by  reference :  Dr.  Paul,  the  King's  Advocate  (Sir  GFeorge  Lee),  Sir 
Ed.  Simpson,  Dr.  Pinfold,  Sir  George  Hay,  Dr.  Jenner,  and  the  rest 
of  the  bar  of  civilians.     They  upon  reference  reported  that  affidavits 
should  be  made  by  the  claimants  that  the  goods  were  their  sole  and 
entire  property  at  the  time  of  their  shipping,  continued  to  be  so  ^t  the 
time  of  the  capture,  and  would  continue  so  until  the  goods  should 
be  sold  by  their  agents  in  Prance  and  Spain  for  their  account. 
This  form  was  exactly  corresponding  to  the  latter  part  of  the 
twelfth  of  the  standing  interrogatories.    It  was  urged,  that  affida- 
vits being  now  made  and  insufficient,  the  Court  should  condemn. 
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Jttdghbkt  :  177» 

The  judge  [Sir  J.  Marriott]  observed  that  the  affidavits  were  made,  '  * 


and  bore  date  in  November  previous  to  his  deoree  on  the  27th :  that  '^'^  ^^^- 
although  it  was  true  that  aline  must  be  drawn  in  every  cause  after  a  Affinitatis. 
certain  period  to  exclude  all  further  proof,  otherwise  causes  would  sir  J. 
be  immortal,  yet  he  would  allow  further  time  to  the  claimants  to  ^^«™ot*« 
make  affidavits  in  proper  form,  as  they  made  these  before  they 
knew  what  forms  were  required  of  them ;  that  it  would  be  very 
dangerous  to  admit  such  general  affidavits,  and  that  it  was  a 
veiy  suspicious  circmnstanoe,  that  the  same  notary  who  had  drawn 
the  affidavits  for  the  goods  in  the  bills  of  lading,  C.  Q.  N.,  which 
ivere  sufficiently  full  (and  so  it  was  clear  therefore,  from  them,  that 
he  knew  the  forms  that  were  proper),  was  the  drawer  of  the  eleven 
affidavits,  one  of  which  only  spoke  to  the  property  of  the  goods 
while  going  over  the  sea,  thereby  raising  an  implication  that  they 
were  the  enemy's  when  they  should  arrive  at  land ;  or  arguing, 
that  by  the  insurers  being  neutrals  they  were  therefore  for  neutral 
risk.  This  shows  the  propriety  of  the  words  accoimt  and  risk, 
and  the  wisdom  of  the  twelfth  interrogatory;  for  goods  may, 
especially  since  policies  of  insurance  have  become  general,  be  for 
one  man's  account  that  are  not  for  his  risk,  or  for  a  man's  risk 
which  are  not  for  his  account.  The  very  idea  of  complete  and 
perfect  properiy  is  perpetuity ;  that  what  was  mine  yesterday  is 
mine  to-day,  and  will  be  so  to-morrow,  and  every  day  until  I 
assign  it  over,  or  make  delivery  of  it  for  some  due  consideration  to 
another  person.  The  word  propriua^  in  the  classics,  means  per- 
petual ;  thus  in  Terence,  "  ut  haec  mihi  propria  fitfelicitas : "  may 
this  happiness  continue  mine,  that  is,  long  and  lasting.  It  was 
not  until  the  case  of  the  Charles  ffavernerswerth,  that  the  affidavits 
were  ever  admitted  by  the  practice  of  the  Admiralty  Court,  but  as 
semiplena  probatio  only,  and  then  they  were  admitted  as  sufficient 
by  consent. 

The  claimants  used  to  go  into  further  pleadings  and  proofs,  and 
the  captors  had  liberty  to  plead  in  contradiction,  and  to  have  cross- 
examinations.  The  same  distress  and  difficulty  dwelt  on  the  mind 
of  the  judge  then  as  it  does  now.  The  going  into  pleadings  and 
proofs  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  points  of  adjudication  in  causes 
of  prize.    He  felt  the  great  inconvenience,  expense  and  delay  of 
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1779        this  proceeding ;  but  it  is  easier  often  to  see  an  evil  in  the  practioe 
•   •       of  a  Court,  than  to  find  a  remedy  that  has  no  objection,  or  may 


Thb  Con-     not  lead  to  worse  consequences.    With  respect  to  great  names  that 

Atpinitatis.  have  done  honour  to  their  profession,  it  must  be  observed  that  it 

Sir  j^        would  be  dangerous  to  point  out  too  exactly  and  invariably  the 

Marriott,  forms  of  aflSdavits.  Invariable  forms  are  advantageous  instruments 
for  fraud  to  make  use  of.  It  will  be  sufficient  to  say  that  wherever 
further  proof  is  indulged  to  claimants  upon  affidavits,  those  attesta- 
tions must  be  without  equivocality,  and  they  must  go  to  the 
property  of  goods  at  the  periods  when  first  laden,  when  taken,  and 
when  finally  landed;  and  they  ought  to  be  negative  as  well  as 
affirmative,  that  no  enemies  of  the  Crown  of  Ghreat  Britain,  or  its 
subjects  trading  with  its  enemies,  had,  have,  or  will  have,  at  any 
of  those  times,  any  right,  shore,  title,  or  interest  therein,  directly 
or  indirectly,  without  fraud,  collusion,  equivocation,  or  mental 
reservation.  The  claimants  on  the  whole  are  recommended  to 
consider  weU  what  they  can  truly  swear  to,  and  advise  with  their 
advocates  as  to  the  forms  of  their  affidavits  and  proofs. 


[3  0.  Rob.  THE  SALLY. 

300,  note.] 

Before  the  Lords  Oonunissioners  of  Appeals  (a). 

Cargo^Neutral — Consignment  to  Enemy — Concealed  Letter — Cajpture  in  transitu. 

Property  shipped  by  a  neutral  and  consigned  to  a  hostile  port,  and 
to  become  the  property  of  the  enemy  on  arrival,  if  captured  in  transitu, 
is  liable  to  condemnation. 

1795  This  was  a  case  of  a  cargo  of  com  shipped  March,  1793,  by 

^^'  ^^'  Steward  and  Plimket,  of  Baltimore,  ostensibly  for  the  account  and 
risk  of  Conyngham,  Nesbit  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  and  consigned 
to  them  or  their  assigns : — By  an  endorsement  on  the  bill  of  lading, 
it  was  further  agreed  that  the  ship  should  proceed  to  Havre  de 
Grace,  and  there  wait  such  time  as  might  be  necessary  the  orders 
of  the  consignee  of  the  said  cargo  (the  Mayor  of  Havre),  either  to 
deliver  the  same  at  the  port  of  Havre,  or  proceed  therewith  to  any 
one  port  without  the  Meditorranean,  on  freight  at  the  rate  of  bs. 

(a)  Present:  Earl  of  Mansfield,  Sir  B.  P.  Arden,  K.  B.,  Sir  W.  Wynne. 
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per  barrel  on  delivery  at  Havre,  and  6«.  6rf.  at  a  second  port ;  the        1795 
freight  to  be  settled  by  the  shippers  in  America  according  to  *     ' 

agreement.  '^^^  Sally. 

Amongst  the  papers  was  a  concealed  letter  from  Jean  Temant, 
the  Minister  of  the  French  Republic  to  the  United  States,  in  which 
he  informs  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  in  France,  "  The  house 
of  Conyngham  &  Co.,  already  known  to  the  Ministers  by  their 
former  operations  for  France,  is  charged  by  me  to  procure  without 
delay  a  consignment  of  22,000  bushels  of  wheat,  8,000  barrels  of 
fine  flour,  900  barrels  of  salted  beef  from  New  England.  The  con- 
ditions stipulated  are  the  same  as  those  of  the  contract  of  2nd  No- 
vember, 1792,  with  the  American  citizens  Swan  &  Co.  for  a  like 
supply  to  be  made  to  the  Antilles,  namely,  that  the  grain,  flour, 
and  beef  are  to  be  paid  at  the  current  price  of  the  markets  at  the 
time  of  their  being  shipped ;  that  the  freights  shall  be  at  the  lowest 
course  in  the  ports ;  that  an  insurance  should  be  on  the  whole ; 
and  that  a  commission  of  five  per  cent,  shall  be  allowed  for  all 
the  merchants'  expenses  and  fees.  It  has  been  moreover  agreed, 
considering  the  actual  reports  of  war,  that  the  whole  shall  be  sent 
as  American  property  to  Havre  and  to  Nantes,  with  power  to  our 
government  of  sending  the  ships  to  other  ports  conditional  on  the 
usual  freight.  As  you  have  not  signified  to  me  to  whom  these 
cargoes  ought  to  be  delivered  in  our  ports,  I  shall  provide  each 
captain  with  a  letter  to  the  mayor  of  the  place.'' 

There  was  also  a  letter  from  J.  Temant  to  the  mayor  of  the 
municipality  of  Havre :  "  Our  government  having  ordered  me  to 
send  supplies  of  provisions  to  your  port,  I  inform  you  that  the 
bearer  of  this,  commanding  the  American  ship  the  Sallj/,  is  laden 
with  a  cargo  of  wheat,  of  which  he  will  deliver  you  the  bill  of 
lading." 

To  the  12th  and  20th  interrogatories  the  master  deposed,  "  that 
he  believes  the  flour  was  the  property  of  the  French  Government, 
and  on  being  unladen,  would  have  immediately  become  the  pro- 
perty of  the  French  Government." 

In  the  argument  it  was  insisted,  on  the  part  of  the  claimants,  that 
the  cargo  was  to  be  considered  as  the  property  of  the  American 
merchants;  that  it  had  been  ordered  of  them,  to  be  supplied  and 
delivered  at  a  certain  place ;  and  that  under  the  general  principle 
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THE  SALLY. 

1795         of  law,  property  was  not  considered  to  be  divested  between  the 

Dec  12  '  *.     ^      y  ^ 

vendor  and  vendee  till  actual  delivery.    It  was  contended,  that 


Thb  Sally.  \)^q  contract  remained  executory  till  the  completion  by  delivery  in 
Europe ;  that  the  payment  was  contingent  on  the  completion  of 
the  contract  in  this  form,  and  that  no  money  had  passed,  nor  any 
compensation  or  agreement  had  intervened  to  produce  an  absolute 
conversion  of  the  property ;  and  it  was  prayed  that  the  Court  would 
admit  farther  proof  to  ascertain  that  circumstance. 

On  the  part  of  the  captors  it  was  replied,  that  the  general  rule 
of  law  subsisting  between  vendor  and  vendee  in  a  commercial  trans- 
action, referring  only  to  the  contracting  parties,  and  not  affecting 
the  rights  of  third  persons,  could  not  apply  to  contracts  made  in 
time  of  war,  or  in  contemplation  of  war,  where  the  rights  of  a 
belligerent  nation  intervened;  that  the  effect  of  such  a  contract 
as  the  present  would  be  to  protect  the  trade  of  the  contracting 
belligerent  from  his  enemy ;  and  that  if  it  could  be  allowed,  it 
would  put  an  end  to  all  capture.  It  was  said  to  be  a  known 
principle  of  the  Prize  Court,  that  neutral  property  must  be  proved 
to  be  neutral  at  all  periods  from  the  time  of  shipment,  without 
intermission,  to  the  arrival  and  subsequent  sale  in  the  port  of 
the  enemy ;  that  the  12th  and  20th  interrogatories  were  framed 
with  this  view  to  inquire,  "whether  on  its  arrival,  &c.  it  shall 
and  will  belong  to  the  same  owner  and  no  other,  &c.,'*  and 
a  reference  was  made  to  the  case  of  the  Charks  Havernerswerth 
in  1741,  in  which  the  form  of  attestation  was  directed  to  be  pre- 
pared by  the  whole  bar,  and  was  established  in  the  present  form 
to  ascertain  the  property  at  the  several  periods  of  shipment,  and 
arrival  in  the  enemy's  ports, — ^in  cases  where  affidavits  were  to  be 
received  to  supply  the  defects  of  the  original  evidence,  in  the  place 
of  plea  and  proof. 

Judgment  : 
The  Court  said — ^It  has  always  been  the  rule  of  the  Prize  Courts, 
that  property  going  to  be  delivered  in  the  enemy  s  country,  and 
under  a  contract  to  become  the  property  of  the  enemy  immediately 
on  arrival,  if  taken  in  transitUy  is  to  be  considered  as  enemies'  pro- 
perty. When  the  contract  is  made  in  time  of  peace  or  without 
any  contemplation  of  a  war,  no  such  rule  exists.  But  in  a  case 
like  the  present,  where  the  form  of  the  contract  was  framed 
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1795 
Dee.  12. 


direotiy  for  the  purpose  of  obYiating  the  danger  apprehended  from 
approaching  hostilities,  it  is  a  rule  which  unavoidably  must  take 
place.  The  bill  of  lading  expresses  account  and  risk  of  the  I^Sazxt. 
American  merchant ;  but  papers  alone  make  no  proof,  unless 
supported  by  the  depositions  of  the  master.  Instead  of  supporting 
the  contents  of  his  papers,  the  master  deposes,  '^  that  on  arrival 
the  goods  would  become  the  property  of  the  French  Government,'* 
and  all  the  concealed  papers  strongly  support  him  in  this  testi- 
mony. The  evidentia  ret  is  too  strong  to  admit  farther  proof. 
Supposing  that  it  W£ks  to  become  the  property  of  the  enemy  on 
delivery,  capture  is  considered  as  delivery.  The  captors,  by  the 
rights  of  war,  stand  in  the  place  of  the  enemy,  and  are  entitled  to  a 
condemnation  of  goods  passing  under  such  a  contract,  as  of  enemy's 
property.  .  On  every  principle  on  which  Prize  Courts  can  proceed, 
this  cargo  must  be  considered  as  enemy's  property.  Condemned  (a). 


THE  VIGILANTIA. 
THE  EMBDEN. 

Capture — National    Character    of   Ship — Place   of  Residence   of  Owner-^ 

Nationality  of  Master. 

The  natioiial  cliaxacter  of  a  ship  is  generally  determined  by  the  place 
of  residence  of  the  owner,  but  special  circumstances  may  negative  the 
general  rule,  such  as  the  traffic  in  which  a  ship  is  engaged,  from  which 
her  national  character  may  be  presumed. — A  master  who  serves  on  a 
foreign  ship  for  many  years  is  thereby  divested  of  his  national  character. 

This  was  a  case  of  a  ship  sailing  under  Prussian  colours,  and 
taken  on  a  voyage  from  Amstersdam  to  Greenland,  laden  with 
stores  and  other  necessary  articles  for  the  Greenland  fishery. 

A  daim  was  given  for  Mr.  Brower,  a  merchant  of  Embden. 

Sib  W.  Scott. — This  was  a  ship  sailing  under  Prussian  colours, 
and  taken  on  the  4th  of  May,  1798,  on  a  voyage  from  Amsterdam 


[1  C.  Eob.  1.] 


1798 
Nov.  6. 


(a)  In  the  Atlas  (May  21st,  1801), 
Sir  W.  Scott  said :  <*  I  do  not  see 
how  this  case  can  be  distinguished 
from  the  Sally.  I  must  pronoimce 
this  cargo  liable  to  condemnation,  on 
the  ground  that  it  is  taken  whilst 
going  to  an  enemy's  port,  to  be  de- 
livered there  to  an  enemy,  and  to  be 


paid  for  byN  him.  It  came  from 
America,  as  American  property,  but 
it  was  sold  at  Yigo  to  the  Spanish 
Government,  and  went  from  thence 
to  Seville  as  Spanish  property.  [It 
was  captured  on  the  voyage  from 
V.  to  S.]  The  contract  imder  which 
it  went  was  absolute."  Cargo  con- 
demned, ship  restored. 


[3  0.  Rob. 
300.] 
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1798         to  Greenland :  there  was  no  cargo  on  board,  "bnt  the  vessel  was 
•^^'  ^'      fitted  ont  with  stores  necessary  for  the  Greenland  fishery.    The 


The  Vigi-     claimant  is  Mr.  Peter  Brower,  of  Embden ;  and  the  cause  comes  on 
The  Embdbn.  to  be  decided  by  me,  on  the  only  evidence  that  can  regularly  be 
SirW~Soott    produced  in  the  first  instance,  on  the  ship's  papers,  and  the  pre- 
paratory examinations. 

[The  Court  first  minutely  examined  the  evidence  and  concluded.] 

Looking,  then,  at  these  papers,  and  the  conduct  of  the  parties,  I 
feel  no  scruple  in  pronouncing,  that  this  ship  still  continues  de 
facto  the  property  of  the  former  Dutch  owner,  and  is,  as  such, 
subject  to  condemnation. 

But  I  will  go  farther,  and  for  the  convenience  of  applying  a 
ruling  principle  to  some  other  cases  which  I  am  informed  bear  a 
strong  afi^ty  to  the  circumstances  of  the  present  case,  I  will 
express  my  opinion  on  the  abstract  question  of  law.  I  desire  to 
state  my  opinion,  then,  subject  to  the  correction  of  a  Superior 
Court,  that  supposing  Mr.  Brower  to  be  the  actual  proprietor  of  this 
vessel,  and  resident  at  -Embden,  yet  this  vessel  and  her  concerns 
(however  it  may  be  with  respect  to  other  ships,  and  other  concerns 
in  which  this  gentleman  may  be  engaged)  are  liable  to  be  treated 
and  considered  as  Dutch  property. — ^In  the  first  place,  she  is  a 
Dutch-built  vessel,  a  Dutch  fishing  vessel,  that  went  from  Amster- 
dam regularly,  and  habitually,  to  Greenland,  and  to  return  to 
Amsterdam,  there  to  deliver  her  cargo:  she  is  purchased  in 
Holland,  she  is  purchased  avowedly  for  the  purpose  of  pursuing 
the  same  course  of  commerce,  the  fishing  trade  of  Holland  :  she  is 
purchased  at  a  time  when,  it  is  said,  there  was  a  defect  of  con- 
veniences for  carrying  on  this  trade  at  Embden ;  but  I  am  satisfied 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  carry  on  this  trade  to  and  from 
Amsterdam.  Now,  I  ask  upon  what  grounds  is  it  that  this  vessel, 
so  purchased  and  so  employed,  is  to  be  considered  merely  as  a 
Prussian  vessel?  Here  is  a  ship  as  thoroughly  engaged  and 
incorporated  in  Dutch  commerce  as  a  ship  can  possibly  be; 
she  is  fitted  out  uniformly  from  Amsterdam;  she  is  fitted  out 
with  Dutch  manufacture,  she  is  fitted  out  for  Dutch  importa- 
tion, in  all  these  respects  employing  and  feeding  the  industry  of 
that  country ;  she  is  managed  by  a  Dutch  ship's  husband,  and 
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finding  oooupation  for  the  oonunerolal  knowledge  and  industry  of        1798 
thesubjeotflof  that  country;  she  is  commanded  by  a  Dutch  captain;         ^^'  ' 
she  is  manned  by  a  Dutch  crew,  and  brings  back  the  produce  of    Thb  Vioi- 

LAVTIA* 

her  voyage  for  the  purpose  of  Dutch  consumption  and  Dutch  Thb  Embdsn. 
revenue.  If  to  this  you  add  that  the  vessel  is  transferred  by  the  sirW.  Scott. 
Dutch  because  they  themselves  are  unable  to  carry  on  the  trade 
avowedly  in  their  own  persons,  it  is  truly  a  Dutch  commerce  in  a 
very  eminent  degree,  not  only  in  its  essence,  but  for  the  very 
hostile  purpose  of  rescuing  and  protecting  the  Dutch  from  the 
naval  superiority  of  their  British  enemy.  In  my  apprehension, 
unless  it  could  be  maintained  as  a  rule,  without  any  exception  what- 
ever, that  the  domicU  of  the  proprietor  constitutes  the  national 
character  of  the  vessel,  this  ship  must  be  condemned,  even  if  she 
had  been  really  transferred. 

Now  on  that  point,  I  conceive  the  rule  to  be,  that  where  there  is 
nothing  particular  or  special  in  the  conduct  of  the  vessel  itself,  the 
national  character  is  determined  by  the  residence  of  the  owner ; 
but  there  may  be  circumstances  arising  from  that  conduct  which 
will  lead  to  a  contrary  conclusion.  It  is  a  known  and  established 
rule  with  respect  to  a  vessel,  that  if  she  is  navigating  under  the 
pass  of  a  foreign  country,  she  is  considered  as  bearing  the  national 
character  of  that  nation  under  whose  pass  she  sails :  she  makes  a 
part  of  its  navigation,  and  is  in  every  respect  liable  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  vessel  of  that  coimtry.  In  like  manner,  and  upon 
similar  principles,  if  a  vessel  purchased  in  the  enemy's  country  is, 
by  constant  and  habitual  occupation,  continually  employed  in  the 
trade  of  that  country,  commencing  with  the  war,  continuing  during 
the  war,  and  evidently  on  account  of  the  war,  on  what  ground  is  it 
to  be  asserted,  that  vessel  is  not  to  be  deemed  a  ship  of  the  country 
from  which  she  is  so  navigating,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  she 
evidently  belonged  to  the  inhabitants  of  it  P 

Suppose  the  naval  arms  of  France  had  been  triumphant  in  her 
present  contest  with  Great  Britain ;  and  that  all  the  British 
Greenland  ships  could  no  longer  have  been  navigated  as  such  from 
British  ports ; — suppose  a  neutral  country  should  offer  her  chari- 
table assistance,  and  her  merchants  should  say,  we  will  purchase 
your  vessels,  but  they  shall  still  navigate  to  Ghreenland ;  they  shall 
still  continue  under  your  management,  and  be  fitted  out  in  your 

R.  D 
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1798         ports ;  they  sliall  still  contribute  to  the  industry  of  your  artificers ; 

•^^•^'       they  shall  be  conducted  by  the  skill  of  your  own  navigators,  by 

ThbVioi-    the  attention  of  your  merchants,  and  they  shall  supply  your 

LANTIA.. 

Thb  ExBDBir.  manufactures  and  rcTenue :  in  my  apprehension  the  enemy  would 
Sir  W.  Scott.  l>©  justified  in  saying,  "you  the  neutrals  are  in  this  transaction 
mere  merchants  of  Ghreat  Britain,  your  traffic  is  the  traffic  of 
Englishmen ;  with  respect  to  this  commerce  it  has  all  the  marks  of 
English  commerce  upon  it,  and  as  English  commerce  it  shall  be 
considered  and  treated  by  us."  But  farther,  in  considering  this 
case  as  the  case  of  a  Dutch  ship,  I  think  I  am  strongly  warranted 
from  higher  authority,  by  the  judgment  of  the  Lords  of  Appeal 
in  a  case  which  is  well  known  in  this  Court,  the  case  of  Zdcharia 
Coopman  8f  Co.  [jsub  nam.  the  Nancy ^  Lords,  April  9, 1798]. 

There  had  been  a  determination  last  war,  in  the  case  [the 
Jacofms  JohanneSy  Lords,  Feb.  10,  1785]  of  two  persons,  one  resi- 
dent at  Saint  Eustatius,  the  other  in  Denmark,  who  were  partners 
in  a  house  of  trade  at  Saint  Eustatius — ^the  one  who  resided  there, 
forwarded  the  cargoes  to  Europe;  the  other  received  them  in 
Amsterdam,  disposed  of  them  there,  and  then  returned  to 
Denmark.  It  was  decided  in  that  case,  that  the  share  of  the 
person  resident  in  Saint  Eustatius  was  liable  to  condemna- 
tion, as  the  property  of  a  domiciled  Dutchman;  and  that  the 
share  of  the  other  partner  should  be  restored,  as  the  property 
of  a  neutral.  There  was  also  a  case  [the  Ospret/,  Lords, 
March  28,  1795]  in  this  war,  of  some  persons,  who  migrated  from 
Nantucket  to  France,  and  there  carried  on  a  fishery  very  beneficial 
to  the  French ;  in  that  case,  the  property  of  a  partner  domiciled  in 
France  was  condemned;  whilst  the  property  of  another  partner 
resident  in  America  was  restored.  From  these  two  cases  a  notion 
had  been  adopted,  that  the  domicil  of  the  parties  was  that  alone,  to 
which  the  Court  had  a  right  to  resort ;  but  the  case  of  Coopman  was 
lately  decided  on  very  different  principles.  It  was  then  said  by 
the  Lords,  that  the  former  cases  were  cases  merely  at  the  commence- 
ment of  a  war ;  that  in  the  case  of  a  person  carrying  on  trade 
habitually  in  the  country  of  the  enemy,  though  not  resident  there, 
he  should  have  time  to  withdraw  himself  from  that  commerce ;  and 
that  it  would  press  too  heavily  on  neutrals,  to  say,  that  imme- 
diately on  the  first  breaking  out  of  a  war,  their  goods  should 
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become  subject  to  confiscation;   but  it  was  then  expressly  laid        1798 
down,  that  if  a  person  entered  into  a  house  of  trade  in  the  enemy's         ^'  ' 


country  in  time  of  war,  or  continued  that  connection  during?  the  Thb  Vioi- 
war,  he  should  not  protect  himself  by  mere  residence  in  a  neutral  Tbb  Embden. 
country.  That  decision  instructs  me  in  this  doctrine,  a  doctrine  gij.  •wTsoott. 
supported  by  strong  principles  of  equity  and  propriety:  "that  there 
is  a  traffic  which  stamps  a  national  character  on  the  individual, 
independent  of  that  character,  which  mere  personal  residence  may 
give  him."  In  the  present  case  I  am  clearly  of  opinion,  that  this 
is  altogether  a  Dutch  traffic ;  and  that  a  ship,  so  employed  as  this 
ship  appears  to  have  been,  is  in  every  respect  to  be  considered  as  a 
vessel  of  that  country;  in  whose  navigation,  under  cJl  these 
circumstances,  she  was  habitually  employed.  This  is  a  determina- 
tion which  I  shall  certainly  apply  to  the  decision  of  aU  those  cases 
which  come  before  me  under  similar  circumstances.  If  my  opinion 
is  erroneous,  I  am  happy  to  think  it  will  be  set  right  by  a  much 
higher  authority ;  but  I  feel  no  diffidence  in  the  decision  which  I 
have  now  pronoimced. 


THE  EMBDEN.  [lO.Rob.ie.] 

This  was  a  case  of  a  ship  transferred  in  Holland  under  circunifitances 
similar  to  the  preceding  case,  and  taken  on  a  voyago  from  Amsterdam  to 
Ghreenland. 

A  claim  was  given  for  Mr.  Bowerman  of  Emhden, 

The  points  taken  to  distinguisli  this  case  from  the  Viffilantia  are  not 
material  except  as  regards  the  position  of  the  master. 

For  the  claimant,  Laurence  and  Swahey,  This  case  is  distinguishable  from 
the  last  in  the  point :  the  master  is  a  Prussian  by  birth. 

For  the  captors,  the  King's  Advocate, 

Sm  W.  Scott. — ^The  question  which  I  am  to  consider  is  whether  the  dis- 
tinctions which  have  been  pointed  out  are  sufficient  to  take  this  vessel  out  of 
the  law  which  has  been  laid  down  in  the  preceding  case. 

The  first  distinction  is  taken  from  the  master's  national  character,  but  I 
think  he  has  scarcely  a  right  to  be  considered  as  a  Prussian  subject ;  he  is  a 
single  man  who  has  established  no  domidl  by  family  connections,  and  in  his 
own  person  he  has  been  employed  constantly  for  ten  years  in  trading  from 
Amsterdam  to  Greenland.  By  such  an  occupation  he  is  divested  of  his 
national  character,  and  becomes,  by  adoption,  a  perfect  Dutchman 
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[10.  Rob.  22.]  THE  ENDE AUGHT. 

Contraband — Ship  Timber — Practice — lie/erence  to  Expertfi. 

By  treaty  it  was  agreed  that  *'  all  articles  which  serve  directly  for  the 
building  of  ships,  unwrought  iron  and  fir  planks  excepted,  shall  be 
deemed  contraband."  A  vessel  to  which  this  treaty  applied  having  boon 
seized  with  a-  cargo  of  timber,  the  Court  referred  the  question  as  to 
whether  such  timber  was  ship  timber  to  experts  to  report  thereon. 

1798  Tais  was  a  case  of  a  ship  taken  on  her  voyage  from  Narva  to 

•^^'^-  ^^'      Dort,  in  Holland,  with  a  cargo  of  balks,  fir-planks,  battens,  and 
firewood. 

A  claim  was  given  for  the  ship  and  cargo,  as  the  property  of 
Danish  subjects.  [This  case  is  of  importance  only  for  the  point  of 
practice.] 

For  the  captors,  the  King's  Advocate  [Sir  John  NichoUJ. 
For  the  claimant,  Lawrence, 

Sir  W.  Scott. — There  is  a  preliminary  question  which  may 
make  this  discussion  of  property  unnecessary ;  the  nature  of  the 
cargo  may  perhaps  decide  this  case :  it  is  asserted  to  be  ^^  a  cargo 
of  ship  timber  going  to  an  enemy's  port  of  naval  equipment " ;  and 
under  this  description  to  come  under  the  character  of  contraband. 
This  I  consider  to  be  the  correct  law  of  nations,  notwithstanding 
some  relaxations  which  may  occasionally  have  been  allowed. 

But  besides  the  general  law  of  nations,  there  is  an  express  treaty 
between  this  country  and  Denmark,  which  declares,  "  that  ship 
timber,  fir  planks  excepted,  shall  be  deemed  contraband."  With 
respect  to  the  true  character  of  this  timber,  and  the  fair  application 
of  it,  I  do  not  seem  to  be  in  possession  of  sufficient  facts  to  govern 
my  decision ;  I  shall  therefore  refer  it  to  the  principal  persons 
employed  in  making  repairs  for  ships  or  vessels  belonging  to 
Government  at  Yarmouth,  where  this  cargo  lies,  to  certify  their 
opinion  whether  this  is  properly  ship  timber ;  if  there  are  no  such 
persons  at  Yarmouth,  the  opinions  of  respectable  shipwrights  there 
must  be  taken  upon  it ;  and  the  Court  will  judge  upon  their  report 
of  its  nature  and  quality. 
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THE  STAADT  EMBDEN.  [io.Eob.26.] 

Coniraband — Mctsts — Produce  of  Shipper^ $  Country — Non^contrdband  Oocd$ 
Part  of  Cargo, 

A  cargo  of  masts  exported  from  Bussia  destined  for  Holland :  Held 
to  be  contraband.  Held,  also,  that  non-contraband  goods,  part  of  the  same 
cargo  and  the  property  of  the  same  owner,  must  be  condemned. 

This  was  a  case  of  a  ship  which  had  been  a  prize  ship  taken  from        1798 
the  English,  and  oarried  into  Christiansund.     A  pretended  sale      ^^'  ^^' 
had  passed  there,  and  the  vessel  was  retaken  on  a  voyage  from 
Eiga  to  Amsterdam,  laden  with  deals  and  masts. 

A  claim  was  given  for  the  ship,  as  the  property  of  Mr.  Bower- 
man,  of  Embden ;  and  for  the  cargo,  as  the  property  of  merchants 
of  Biga. 

For  the  captor,  the  K%ng*s  Advocate  and  Croke. 

For  the  claimant  of  the  cargo,  Arnold. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — This  is  a  British  vessel,  carried  as  prize  by  the 
enemy  to  Norway,  and  purchased,  as  it  was  pretended,  on  behalf 
of  Mr.  Bowerman. 

[The  Court  then  examined  the  facts,  and  held  that  there  had 
not  been  a  bond  fide  sale,  and  condemned  the  ship.] 

With  respect  to  the  cargo,  there  is  no  suflBcient  proof  that  it 
belongs  to  the  Eussians,  for  whom  it  is  claimed ;  but  if  it  did,  it  is 
contended  to  be  of  the  nature  of  contraband ;  and  most  clearly  the 
masts  are  liable  to  be  so  considered,  in  the  judgment  even  of  the 
most  zealous  advocates  of  neutral  commerce.  As  to  the  relaxation 
in  favour  6f  the  export  of  native  produce,  said  to  have  been 
sanctioned  by  a  determination  upon  Prussian  hemp,  in  the  case  of 
Jonge  Pietery  I  am  by  no  means  disposed  to  consider  that  case  as 
laying  down  any  such  universal  principle. 

There  have  been  many  cases  in  which  native  articles,  going  to 
the  enemy's  ports  on  the  account  of  inhabitants  of  the  country 
which  produced  them,  have  been  treated  as  contraband.  In  the 
famous  case  of  the  Med  Ouds  Hielpe{a)y  a  cargo  of  pitch  and 
tar,  going  on  Swedish  account  from  Stockholm  to  Port  Louis, 
was  condemned ;  that  condemnation  was  afterwards  confirmed  by 

(a)  Antey  p.  1. 
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1708         a  solemn  judgment  of  the  Lords,  and  the  MS.  note  which  I  have 
^^^'  ^^*      of  that  case,  expressly  states  it  to  have  been  condemned  by  the 
Tra  Staadt    Lords  of  Appeal,  on  the  ground  of  contraband  la). 

It  certainly  does  not  aid  the  Russian  claimant  in  this  case,  that 

^  '   the  cargo  is  going  to  a  coimtry  against  which  his  sovereign  is 

exercising  hostility :  that  Russia  is  in  a  state  of  war  with  Holland, 
is  more  than  I  can  venture  to  assert,  no  declaration  to  that  effect 
having  formally  annoimced  it ;  and  therefore,  if  this  was  a  cargo  of 
a  perfectly  inoffensive  nature,  on  the  account  of  a  Russian,  it  might 
perhaps  be  too  much  for  this  Court  to  confiscate  it  upon  the  ground 
of  a  trading  with  the  enemy  of  his  sovereign  :  at  the  same  time  it 
is  to  be  remarked,  that  Russia  is  the  declared  public  enemy  of  the 
French  Republic,  the  patroness  and  ally  of  the  present  government 
of  Holland ;  that  the  fleet  of  Russia  is  immediately  co-operating 
with  the  fleet  of  Great  Britain  in  the  blockade  of  Amsterdam ; 
and,  though  an  auxiliary  fleet  is  not  of  itself  sufficient  to  make  its 
government  a  principal  in  a  war,  yet  where  captures  are  made  and 
prizes  are  claimed  by  that  auxiliary  force,  as  taken  from  a  common 
enemy,  which  has  been  repeatedly  done  in  the  present  Dutch 
hostilities,  it  is  not  easy  to  discover  the  groimds  on  which  the 
government  to  which  the  auxiliary  fleet  belongs  can  be  considered 
as  entirely  neutral. 

Adverting  therefore  to  all  circumstances,  considering  that  this 
is  a  shipment  of  naval  stores  to  a  port  of  navied  equipment  under 
possession  of  the  French,  and  that  Russia  is  engaged  in  declared 
hostilities  against  France,  I  shall  condemn  this  cargo  as  contraband, 
and  I  shall  make  no  distinction.  The  statement  of  the  King^s 
Advocate  is  in  my  opinion  the  law  of  nations,  upon  fhis  point. 
To  escape  from  the  contagion  of  contraband,  the  innocent  articles 
must  be  the  property  of  a  different  owner. 
I  shall  therefore  condemn  the  whole  cargo. 

[(a)  In  the  MS.  note  of  Sir  Q^orge  Lee,  ante,  p.  3,  the  grounds  of  the 
decision  on  appeal  are  not  stated.] 
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THE  SANTA  CEITZ.  [iO.iiob.60.] 

Jiecapture — Condemnation — RestHvUon — Property  of  Allies  —  Bedprocity — 
Divestment  of  Property  of  Original  Oumer. 

When  a  ahip  owned  by  a  subject  of  an  ally,  has  been  recaptured  by 
a  British  ship,  the  Court  will  apply  the  rule  acted  on  in  the  Prize  Court 
of  Great  Britain  in  regard  to  the  recapture  of  British  yesseis,  namely, 
to  restore  on  payment  of  salvage,  unless  the  rule  of  the  Prize  Court  of 
the  ally  is  less  liberal  than  that  of  G^at  Britain,  when  on  the  principle 
of  reciprocity  the  rule  of  the  ally  will  be  adopted.  Per  Sir  W.  Scott : — 
Probably  the  rule  is,  that  in  order  to  divest  the  owner  of  his  property, 
the  vessel  after  capture  must  have  been  brought  infra  prcesidia  (a). 

Onus  on  claimant  to  prove  law  of  his  country  after  adverse  primd 
fade  evidence  of  captors. 

This  was  a  oase  of  some  Portugaese  Tessels  taken  by  the  French,        1798 
and  retaken  by  English  cniiserfl.  Dee.1. 

For  the  captors,  the  King* a  Advocate  and  Laicrence. 
For  the  claimant,  Arnold  and  SewelL 

Sir  W.  Soott. — ^Theee  are  cases  of  Portuguese  ships  or  cargoes, 
eight  in  number,  which  have  been  recaptored  at  different  times  by 
British  cruisers. 

Ab  f ar  as  the  dates  of  the  recaptures  are  material,  they  are  to  be 
distinguished  under  three  periods : — The  first  vessel  was  recaptured 
before  the  month  of  December,  1796,  when  an  ordinance  on  the 
subject  of  recapture  passed  in  Portugal :  the  second  was  retaken 

» 

between  the  months  of  December,  1796,  and  May,  1797,  when 
another  ordinance  took  place,  more  expressly  respecting  the  pro- 
perty of  allies  recaptured  from  the  enemy :  the  rest  may  be  stated 
generally,  without  further  distinction,  to  have  been  taken  subse- 
quently to  the  9th  of  May,  1797.  It  is  necessary  to  distinguish 
these  dates,  as  it  is  said  the  difference  of  date  may  affect  the 
application  of  the  general  principle,  whatever  that  may  be,  to  the 
particular  cases. 

They  are  cases  of  very  ooneiderable  value,  of  much  importance, 
and  of  no  mean  difficulty  in  many  respects;  under  a  choice  of 
cases,  they  are  not  such  as  I  should  particularly  wish  to  determine; 
but  they  devolve  on  me  in  the  regular  course  of  my  duty ;  and  I 
am  bound  to  decide  them  according  to  my  own  best  informed 

(a)  But  see  the  Flad  Oyen,  post,  p.  78. 
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1798  apprehensions  of  law  and  justice,  of  the  general  law  of  nations,  as 

^^'  ^'  it  has  been  understood  and  administered  in  the  British  Courts  of 

Thb  Santa  Admiralty. 

'  In  the  argimients  of  the  counsel,  I  have  heard  muoh  of  the  rules 

Bit  w.  Scott.  ^Jj|q1j  ^^  \^yj  ^f  nations  prescribes  on  recapture,  respecting  the 

time  whdfc  property  vests  in  the  captor;  and  it  certainly  is  a 
question  of  much  curiosity,  to  inquire  what  is  the  true  rule  on  this 
subject ;  when  I  say  the  true  rule,  I  mean  only  the  rule  to  which 
civilized  nations,  attending  to  just  principles,  ought  to  adhere ;  for 
the  moment  you  admit,  as  admitted  it  must  be,  that  the  practice 
of  nations  is  various,  you  admit  that  there  is  no  rule  operating 
with  the  proper  force  and  authority  of  a  general  law. 

It  may  be  fit  there  should  be  some  rule,  and  it  might  be  either 
the  rule  of  immediate  possession,  or  the  rule  of  pemoctation  and 
twenty-four  hours'  possession ;  or  it  might  be  the  rule  of  bringing 
infra  prcBsidia ;  or  it  might  be  a  rule  requiring  an  actual  sentence 
of  condemnation:  either  of  these  rules  might  be  sufficient  for 
general  practical  convenience,  although  in  theory  perhaps  one 
might  appear  more  just  than  another :  but  the  fact  is,  there  is  no 
such  rule  of  practice ;  nations  concur  in  principle  indeed,  so  far  as 
to  require  firm  and  secure  possession ;  but  their  rules  of  evidence 
respecting  the  possession  are  so  discordant,  and  lead  to  such 
opposite  conclusions,  that  the  mere  unity  of  principle  forms  no 
uniform  rule  to  regulate  the  general  practice.  But  were  the 
public  opinion  of  European  States  more  distinctiy  agreed,  on  any 
principle,  as  fit  to  form  the  rule  of  the  law  of  nations  on  this 
subject,  it  by  no  means  follows  that  any  one  nation  would  lie  under 
an  obligation  to  observe  it. 

That  obligation  could  arise  only  from  a  reciprocity  of  practice  in 
other  nations ;  for  from  the  very  circimistance  of  the  prevalence  of 
a  different  rule  among  other  nations,  it  would  become  not  only 
lawful,  but  necessary,  to  that  one  nation  to  pursue  a  different 
conduct :  for  instance,  were  there  a  rule  prevailing  among  other 
nations,  that  the  immediate  possession  and  the  very  act  of  capture 
should  divest  the  property  from  the  first  owner,  it  would  be  absurd 
in  Great  Britain  to  act  towards  them  on  a  more  extended  prin- 
ciple ;  and  to  lay  it  down  as  a  general  rule,  that  a  bringing  infra 
pr(Bsidia,  though  probably  the  true  rule,  should  in  all  cases  of 
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reoaptore  be  deemed  necessary  to  divest  the  original  proprietor        1798 
of  his  right;  for  the  efieot  of  adhering  to  such  a  rule  would       ^^'  ^' 
be  gross  injustice  to  British  subjects ;   and  a  rule,  from  which    Thb  Santa 

gross  injustice  must  ensue  in  practice,  can  never  be  the  true  rule  of        ' 

law  between  independent  nations ;  for  it  cannot  be  supposed  to  be  ^"  ^*  S^*** 
the  duty  of  any  country  to  make  itself  a  martyr  to  speculative 
propriety,  were  that  established  on  clearer  demonstration  than  such 
questions  will  generally  admit.  Where  mere  abstract  propriety 
therefore  is  on  one  side,  and  real  practical  justice  on  the  other,  the 
rule  of  substantial  justice  must  be  held  to  be  the  true  rule  of  the 
law  of  nations  between  independent  States. 

If  I  am  asked,  imder  the  known  diversity  of  practice  on  this  sub- 
ject,  what  is  the  proper  rule  for  a  State  to  apply  to  the  recaptured 
property  of  its  allies,  I  should  answer,  that  the  liberal  and  rational 
proceeding  would  be  to  apply  in  the  first  instance  the  rule  of  that 
country  to  which  the  recaptured  property  belongs.  I  admit  the 
practice  of  nations  is  not  so,  but  I  think  such  a  rule  would  be  both 
liberal  and  just ;  to  the  recaptured  it  presents  his  own  consent, 
bound  up  in  the  legislative  wisdom  of  his  own  coimtry ;  to  the 
recaptor  it  cannot  be  considered  as  injurious.  Where  the  rule  of 
the  recaptured  would  condemn,  whilst  the  rule  of  the  recaptor  pre- 
vailing among&t  his  own  countrymen  would  restore,  it  brings  an 
obvious  advantage ;  and  even  in  the  case  of  immediate  restitution, 
under  the  rules  of  the  recaptured,  the  recapturing  country  would 
rest  secure  in  the  reliance  of  receiving  reciprocal  justice  in  its 
turn. 

It  may  be  said,  what  if  this  reliance  should  be  disappointed  P 
Iledress  must  then  be  sought  from  retaliation,  which  in  the  disputes 
of  independent  States  is  not  to  be  considered  as  vindictive  retalia- 
tion, but  as  the  just  and  equal  measure  of  civil  retribution;  this 
will  be  their  ultimate  security,  and  it  is  a  security  sufficient  to 
warrant  the  trust.  For  the  transactions  of  States  cannot  be 
balanced  by  minute  arithmetic ;  something  must  on  all  occasions 
be  hazarded  on  just  and  liberal  presumptions. 

Or  it  may  be  asked,  what  if  there  is  no  rule  in  the  country  of  the 
recaptured  ?  I  answer,  first,  this  is  scarcely  to  be  supposed ;  there 
may  be  no  ordinance,  no  Prize  Acts  immediately  applying  to  re- 
capture ;  but  there  is  a  law  of  habit,  a  law  of  usage,  a  standing  and 
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1798        known  principle  on  the  subjeot  in  all  civilized  commercial  countries. 
'  It  is  the  common  practice  of  European  States  in  every  war  to  issue 


The  Santa    proclamations  and  edicts  on  the  subject  of  Prize;  but  till  they 

*       appear  Courts  of  Admiralty  have  a  law  and  usage  on  which  they 

Sir  w.  Sootfc.  proceed,  from  habit  and  ancient  practice,  as  regularly  as  they  after- 
wards conform  to  the  express  regulations  of  their  Prize  Acts.  But, 
secondly,  if  there  should  exist  a  country  in  which  no  rule  prevails, 
the  recapturing  coimtry  must  then  of  necessity  apply  its  own  rule, 
and  rest  on  the  presumption  that  that  rule  wiU  be  adopted  and 
administered  in  the  future  practice  of  its  allies. 

Again,  it  is  said  that  a  country  applying  to  other  countries  their 
own  respective  rules  will  have  a  practice  discordant  and  irregular. 
It  may  be  so,  but  it  will  be  a  discordance  proceeding  from  the  most 
exact  imif ormity  of  principle ;  it  will  be  idem  per  diveraa.  It  is 
asked  also,  will  you  adopt  the  rules  of  Tunis  and  Algiers  P  If  you 
take  the  people  of  Tunis  and  Algiers  for  your  allies,  undoubtedly 
you  must;  you  must  act  towards  them  on  the  same  rules  of 
relative  justice  on  which  you  conduct  yourselves  towards  other 
nations.  And  upon  the  whole  of  these  objections,  it  is  to  be 
observed,  that  a  rule  may  bear  marks  of  apparent  inconsistency, 
and  nevertheless  contain  much  relative  fitness  and  propriety;  a 
regulation  may  be  extremely  unfit  to  be  made,  which,  yet,  shall  be 
extremely  fit,  and  shall  indeed  be  the  only  fit  rule  to  be  observed 
towards  other  parties  who  have  originally  established  it  for  them- 
selves. 

So  much  it  might  be  necessary  to  explain  myself  on  the  mere 
question  of  propriety ;  but  it  is  much  more  material  to  consider 
what  is  the  actual  rule  of  the  maritime  law  of  England  on  this 
subject.  I  understand  it  to  be  clearly  this :  that  the  maritime  law 
of  England  having  adopted  a  most  liberal  rule  of  restitution  on 
salvage,  with  respect  to  the  recaptured  property  of  its  own  subjects, 
gives  the  benefit  of  that  rule  to  its  allies,  till  it  appears  that  they 
act  towards  British  property  on  a  less  liberal  principle ;  in  such  a 
case  it  adopts  their  rule,  and  treats  them  according  to  their  own 
measure  of  justice.  This  I  consider  to  be  the  true  statement  of 
the  law  of  England  on  this  subject ;  it  was  clearly  so  recognized 
in  the  case  of  the  San  logo;  a  case  which  was  not^  as  it  has  been 
insiniiated,  decided  on  special  circumstances,  nor  on  novel  prin- 
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oiples,  but  on  prinoiples  of  established  use  and  aiithority  in  the        1798 
jurisprudenoe  of  this  country.    In  the  discussion  of   that  case       ^^' 


Sir  W.  Soott. 


much  attention  was  paid  to  an  opinion  found  amongst  the  manu-  Thb  Saitta 
script  collections  of  a  very  experienced  practitioner  in  this  pro- 
fession (Sir  E.  Simson),  which  records  the  practice  and  the  rule  as 
it  was  understood  to  prevail  in  his  time.  ^'The  rule  is:  that 
England  restores,  on  salvage,  to  its  allies ;  but  if  instances  can  be 
given  of  British  property  retaken  by  them  and  condemned  as 
prize,  the  Court  of  Admiralty  will  determine  their  cases  according 
to  their  own  rule." 

I  conceive  this  principle  of  reciprocity  is  by  no  means  peculiar 
to  cases  of  recapture ;  it  is  found  also  to  operate  in  other  cases  of 
maritime  law :  at  the  breaking  out  of  a  war  it  is  the  constant 
practice  of  this  country  to  condemn  property  seized  before  the  war, 
if  the  enemy  condemns,  and  to  restore  if  the  enemy  restores. 

It  is  a  principle  sanctioned  by  that  great  foimdation  of  the  law 
of  England,  Magna  Oharta  itself  {a) ;  which  prescribes  th&t  at  the 
commencement  of  a  war  the  enemy's  merchants  shall  be  kept  and 
treated  as  our  own  merchants  are  treated  in  their  country. 

In  recaptures,  it  is  observable,  the  liberality  of  this  country 
outsteps  its  caution ;  it  restores  on  salvage  without  inquiry,  till  it 
appears  that  the  ally  pursues  a  difierent  rule :  it  may  be  said  there 
may  be  inequality  and  hazard  in  this  prompt  liberality ;  and  we 
may  restore  while  the  ally  condemns ;  and  so  the  fact  has  been : 
for  it  is  not  to  be  denied  that  before  the  case  of  the  San  lago  {b) 
had  introduced  a  more  accurate  knowledge  of  the  Spanish  law,  re- 
stitutions of  Spanish  property  on  recapture  had  passed  as  of  course ; 
the  more  accurate  rule,  however,  is  that  which  I  have  laid  down. 

In  the  present  state  of  hostility  (if  so  it  may  be  called)  between 
America  and  France,  the  practice  of  this  Ck)urt  restores  American 
property  on  its  own  rule,  without  inquiring  into  the  practice  of 
America :  it  acts  on  the  same  principle  towards  Danes,  and  Swedes 

(a)  Art.  41.  Omnes  mercatores,  &c.  mercatores  teme  nostrse  tractentur, 
Et  si  aint  de  terra  contra  nos  gwer-  qui  tone  inveniantnr  in  terra  contra 
rina,  ct  si  tales  inveniantur  in  terra     nosgwerrina;  et sinostrisalvisintibi, 

nostra  m  piincipio  gwerrse,  attachi-       ,-    i  •  •  x  •   x  .^     r«^i.v 

.  -J  -_      i.      am  salvisint  in  terra  nostra.  [StuDDs, 

entnr    sine    dampno    coiporum    et  ^  ' 

rerum,   donee   eciatur  a  nobis,  vel      ^^  Charters,  p.  293.] 
cajntali  justioiaiio  nostro  quomodo         {b)  Lords,  Jan.  28,  1795. 
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1798         and  Hamburgliers,  in  the  ambigaouB  state  in  which  the  rapine  of 

•^^'  ^'       France  has  placed  the  subjects  of  these  governments.    Towards 

The  Samta    Portugal  then  undoubtedly  a  less  liberal  treatment  would  not  be 

*        observed :   connected   by  long   alliance,  by  ancient   treaties,  by 

Sir  W.Scott,  jjjut^al  interests  and  common  dangers,  if  Portugal  forfeits  the 
benefit  of  a  rule  which  has  been  before  observed  as  a  general  rule, 
it  can  be  only  on  this  ground,  that  the  Courts  of  that  country  have 
applied  a  different  rule  to  the  property  of  British  subjects.  The 
question  then  for  the  Court  to  determine  will  be  simply  this :  Has 
Portugal  applied  a  different  rule  to  British  property  taken  by  the 
enemy,  and  coming  out  of  their  hands  into  the  possession  of  Portu- 
guese subjects  ? 

But  before  I  enter  on  this  inquiry,  it  may  be  proper  to  consider 
the  treaties  that  subsist  between  the  two  countries ;  because  if  they 
have  prescribed  a  rule,  it  will  render  aU  further  discussion  unneces- 
sary. A  treaty,  to  which  much  reference  has  been  made,  thus 
strongly  and  emphatically  expresses  the  terms  of  union  between 
the  two  countries :  "  Neither  of  the  oonfederates  shall  suffer  the 
ships  and  goods  of  the  other,  or  of  the  people  of  either,  which  shall 
at  any  time  be  taken  by  the  enemies  of  the  one  and  carried  into 
the  ports  of  the  other,  to  be  conveyed  away  from  the  owners  or 
proprietors;  but  the  same  shall  be  restored  to  them  or  their 
attorneys,  provided  they  claim  them  before  they  are  sold  or 
cleared,  and  prove  their  rights  within  three  months,  and  pay  the 
necessary  expenses  for  preservation  and  custody."  Now  I  have  no 
scruple  in  saying,  this  is  an  article  incapable  of  being  carried  into 
literal  execution,  according  to  the  modem  understanding  of  the 
law  of  nations ;  for  no  neutral  coimtry  can  interpose  to  wrest 
from  a  beUigerent  prizes  lawfully  taken  (a) ;  but  I  think  it  goes 


(a)  The  notion  of  receiving  resti- 
tution from  a  neutral  power  seems, 
soon  after  this  treaty,  to  haye  been 
found  to  be  inconsistent  with  the 
rights  of  belligerents,  as  acknow- 
ledged by  the  law  of  nations :  between 
the  years  1666  and  1670,  there  is  this 
report,  among  the  letters  of  Sir 
L.  Jenkins : — 

*'  The  question  in  law  is,  Whether 


this  hUcaineTf  being  brought  into 
your  majesty's  port,  ought  not,  on 
account  of  your  majesty  being  in 
amity  with  the  Catholic  king,  to  be 
rescued  from  under  the  power  and 
force  of  his  enemy;  and  jttre  post^ 
liminii  to  be  restored  to  his  own. 
The  law  of  nations,  as  it  is  at  this 
day  observed,  seems  not  to  pass  any 
obligation  on  your  majesty  to  impart 
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a  great  way  to  prove  the  spirit  of  the  contracting  parties :  and  I 
agree  with  Dr.  Arnold  that  it  goes  the  whole  length  of  the  present 
claim ;  for  such  a  treaty  of  alliance  is  not  a  thing  stricti  juriSy  but 
ought  to  be  interpreted  with  liberal  explanations.  And  although 
it  may  seem  to  point  more  immediately  to  a  state  of  things  in 
which  one  of  the  contracting  parties  is  neutral ;  yet  it  would  be 
strange  to  say,  that  it  binds  the  party  to  seize  for  the  purpose  of 
restitution,  where  there  is  no  right  of  seizure ;  but  that  it  shall  not 
oblige  him  to  restore,  when  he  has  a  complete  right  of  seizure,  and 
has  ahready  acted  on  that  right.  The  treaty  does  therefore  in  its 
spirit  and  meaning  embrace  the  restitution  of  property. 

But  then  again,  I  am  to  inquire  whether  Portugal  has  put  the 
same  interpretation  upon  it,  for  if  that  government  has  used  a 
different  interpretation,  that  forms  the  rule  which  I  must  follow  : 
the  case  therefore  upon  the  treaty  comes  exactly  to  the  same 
question,  as  the  case  upon  the  law :  what  has  Portugal  done  P 
what  acts  are  there,  from  which  we  may  coUect  the  construction 
which  Portugal  puts  upon  the  law,  and  upon  this  treaty  ? 

I  come  then  to  this  important  question  on  the  fact : — On  the 
original  papers  and  depositions  nothing  appeared;  restitution 
therefore  would  have  passed  on  salvage,  according  to  what  I  have 
described  to  be  the  law  of  England ;  but  the  captors  offered  papers 
to  show  that  a  different  rule  had  prevailed  in  Portugal  with  respect 
to  British .  property :  in  this  state  of  doubt,  the  Court  ordered 
further  information,  and  proof  to  be  produced,  respecting  the  law 
of  Portugal  on  recapture,  and  by  both  parties.  Now  the  first 
question  is :  Who  is  more  particularly  expected  to  produce  this 
proof?    And  it  has  been  much  pressed  by  the  counsel  for  the 


1798 
Dee,  7. 


ThbSant^ 
Csnz. 

Sir  W.  Soott. 


your  royal  protection  unto  one  friend 
to  the  prejudice  of  another ;  this 
captor  being  jure  heUiy  which  is  a 
very  good  title,  in  full  and  quiet 
possession  of  his  prize,  and  so  he  was 
for  a  fortnight  together  at  Portsmouth 
before  ho  was  discovered,  will  take  it 
for  an  act  of  partiality  to  have  it  now 
wrested  out  of  his  hands  and  given 
to  his  enemies:  whereas  no  man's 
condition  is  to  be  made  worse  than 


another's,  in  a  place  that  is  reputed 
of  common  security  upon  the  public 
faith.  Besides,  the  French  ordinances 
do  expressly  provide,  that  leave  be 
given  to  all  strangers  to  depart  those 
ports  with  such  prizes  as  they  happen 
to  bring  in :  it  is  the  practice  of  Spain 
at  this  day,  and  of  all  other  ports 
that  I  can  leam  anything  of,  in  cases 
of  neutrality."  Life  of  Sir  L,  Jenkins, 
voL.ii.  p.  732. 
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^798         claimant,  that  the  onus  probandi  lies  on  the  reoaptors :  it  lies  "with 
them,  it  has  been  said,  to  show  that  Portugal  -ases  a  different  rule ;  or 


'^^waz^    at  least  to  raise  a  strong  presumption  of  that  fact.     But  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  reoaptors  have  sufficiently  disohai^d  their  duty 


Sir  W.  Scott. 


to  the  Court,  by  the  papers  which  have  been  produced. 

The  onus  probandi  then  shifts :  and  it  becomes  a  duty  on  the 
claimants  to  exonerate  themselves  from  the  presumption  raised 
against  them,  and  to  show  that  their  law  is  not  such  as  the  primd 
facie  evidence  of  the  reoaptors  represents  it  to  be. 

They  have  besides  great  advantages  in  this  research :  the  law 
and  the  country  are  their  own :  access,  is  ea£y  to  them  to  the  best 
information.  They  have  reason  to  expect  all  that  the  diligence, 
the  acuteness,  and  the  zeal  of  their  countiymen  can  produce  on 
their  side ;  but  the  captors  must  hunt  out  a  foreign  law,  through  a 
foreign  language,  and  with  the  assistance  of  professors  not  much 
disposed  to  promote  their  inquiries :  the  means  are  evidently 
unequal  between  the  parties ;  and  the  means  being  unequal,  the 
obligation  is  by  no  means  equal :  all  defect  of  proof,  therefore, 
must  press  principally  on  the  claimants ;  from  whom  the  Court  is 
entitled  to  expect  proof  of  the  fullest  and  most  satisfactory  nature. 

It  has  been  asked.  What  proof  must  we  produce  P  The  question 
admits  of  an  obvious  answer :  In  the  first  place  the  Court  will 
expect  the  text  law,  the  existing  ordinances ;  now  I  think  it  does 
appear,  that  there  are  ordinances  on  the  subject  which  have  not 
been  produced ;  the  ordinance  of  1796  refers  to  an  ordinance  of  the 
year  1704,  as  the  basis  on  which  it  was  framed ;  I  have  therefore  a 
right  to  conclude,  that  this  ordinance  has  formed  the  substance  of 
the  Portuguese  prize-law  for  a  century;  but  yet  no  notice  has  been 
taken  of  it.  In  the  next  place  information  would  be  required 
respecting  the  decisions  which  have  passed  on  their  own  recaptures ; 
and  if  none  such  can  be  found,  a  certificate  to  this  effect  should  be 
exhibited;  but  there  is  no  certificate.  Besides,  it  is,  I  think, 
scarcely  probable  that  there  should  not  have  peissed  some  decisions 
on  this  subject  previous  to  December,  1796 ;  Portugal  has  been 
active  in  the  war,  and  the  enemy  has  been  active  on  those  coasts ; 
recaptures  must  have  occurred ;  they  must  also  have  been  brought 
to  adjudication,  and  the  rule  by  which  they  have  been  decided 
would  have  been  considered  by  me  as  the  law  of  Portugal. 
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It  might  have  been  expected,  also,  thai  authorities  even  more        1798 
itmnediately  in  point  might  have  been  produced  from  decisions       '^^^-  7- 
respecting  the  recaptured  property  of  aUies ;  some  instances  cannot    The  Samta 

but  have  occurred  previous  to  May,  1797,  when  an  edict  issued  on        * 

that  subject.    Three  cases  have  occurred  within  three  months  after  ^^  ^'  ®^*** 

the  edict,  and  afterwards  many  more ;  and  it  is  scarcely  probable 

that  80  many  should  have  happened  after  that  time,  and  none 

before.    It  has  been  suggested  that  the  records  of  Portugal  are 

not  so  kept  as  to  furnish  a  ready  answer  to  such  inquiries ;  but  I 

cannot  admit  an  excuse  so  dishonourable  to  the  tribunals  of  that 

great  country.    There  is,  therefore,  a  defect  of  evidence,  for  which 

no  sufficient  reason  has  been  given  on  the  part  of  the  claimants. 

After  this  statement  of  the  reasonable  expectations  of  the  Court, 
let  us  now  see  what  evidence  has  been  produced;  it  consists  of 
many  documents,  of  which  some  must  immediately  be  dismissed 
as  of  no  use  or  authority  in  this  case:  of  these,  the  first  is  a 
certificate  from  the  Portuguese  minister  plenipotentiary  at  this 
Court.  As  far  as  character  truly  honourable  both  in  public  and 
private  Uf e  can  give  weight  to  an  opinion ;  as  far  as  a  conviction, 
that  the  party  delivering  that  opinion  delivers  the  sincere  and 
unbiassed  persuasion  of  his  own  mind,  can  infiuence  me  to  respect 
it;  this  opinion  must  command  the  greatest  attention;  but  the 
whole  weight  of  this  opinion  is  confined  to  these  considerations :  for 
it  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  Chevalier  d' Almeida  is  not  a  pro- 
fessor of  the  law,  but  a  diplomatic  character ;  and  therefore  incom- 
petent to  instruct  us  in  questions  of  law. 

Another  paper  which  I  shall  dismiss,  also,  is  an  opinion  of  Mr. 
Da  Sylva  Lisboa,  described  to  be  a  lawyer  of  considerable  eminence 
in  his  own  country.  Upon  this  opinion  many  observations  have 
been  made,  and  more  particularly  on  the  impropriety  with  which 
it  undertakes  to  explain  to  us  the  British  laws  of  recapture ;  whilst 
it  almost  pleads  ignorance  of  the  Portuguese  laws  on  the  same 
subject.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  observe  that  the  representation 
which  it  gives  of  our  law  is  erroneous ;  it  is,  besides,  very  deficient 
in  the  preKminary  circumstance  which  can  alone  give  credit  to  it, 
or  even  make  it  intelligible  to  us;  for  it  is  not  accompanied  by  any 
statement  of  the  questions  that  were  addressed  to  this  gentleman : 
he  could  scarcely  have    imagined    that    the    British   Court  of 
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1798         Admiralty  would  apply  to  Portuguese  professors  for  information 
^'  '       on  British  law ;  and  we  are  at  a  loss  tp  conjecture  in  what  view  he 


Sir  W.  Scott. 


TraSABTA  oould  suppose  we  should  derive  any  knowledge  of  the  law  of 
Portugal  from  such  an  opinion.  It  would,  perhaps,  therefore,  he 
hut  due  oiyility  to  the  reputation  of  this  gentleman  to  consider  it 
as  an  opinion  hastily  obtained,  on  an  imperfect  representation  of 
the  case ;  and  under  this  character,  as  it  can  avail  nothing  in  point 
of  authority,  I  would  recommend  it  to  those  who  may  have  to 
argue  this  cause  again,  if  it  should  go  to  an  appeal,  to  dismiss  this 
paper  wholly  from  the  case. 

The  last  paper  which  I  shall  dismiss  is  the  certificate  of  Mr.  Nash, 
a  reputable  merchant  of  this  town.  This  paper  relates  something 
of  a  transaction  that  has  happened  to  Portuguese  masters  accepting 
from  the  enemy,  by  donations,  ships  taken  from  the  Portuguese. 

"  The  enemy  had  captured  a  niunber  of  vessels,  some  Portuguese, 
some  English,  and  willing  to  disencumber  themselves  of  their 
prisoners  they  gave  to  the  Portuguese  and  English  masters  jointly 
one  of  the  Portuguese  ships.  On  carrying  their  present  into 
Portugal  these  persons  are  represented  to  have  been  severely 
treated,  and  to  have  been  imprisoned  by  the  G-ovemment."  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  understand  this  accoimt,  when  I  recoUect  the  cases  of 
the  Anne  and  the  Endeavour^  unless  I  am  to  suppose  that  this 
severity  was  practised  on  them  subsequently  to  the  last  ordinance, 
which  pronounced  such  donations  null  and  void ;  for  otherwise  I 
must  suppose  that  donations  of  Portuguese  property  were  con- 
sidered void,  while  similar  donations  of  British  property  were  held 
to  be  perfectly  good  and  valid.  The  same  paper  informs  us  further, 
"  that  the  Portuguese  masters  remitted  to  England,  to  the  captains 
of  the  English  vessels,  a  part  of  the  proceeds  of  their  share  of  the 
donation.'*  I  am  sorry  for  it,  because  the  property  belonged  not 
to  either  party  but  to  the  former  Portuguese  owners,  and  no 
interest  oould  accrue  to  those  masters,  but  an  ordinary  salvage  on 
restitution  to  the  original  proprietors. 

This  certificate  cites  also,  as  a  sort  of  precedent,  the  acceptance 
of  four  pipes  of  wine  in  the  same  manner  by  an  English  captain, 
Bennet.  It  would  be  ridiculous  to  treat  the  conduct  of  this  man  as 
an  authority.  It  was  an  irregular  proceeding,  and  as  irrelevant  to 
this  case  as  the  former  parts  of  this  certificate. 
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Laying  aside,  therefoTe,  these  several  documents,  I  oome  now  to        1798 
examine  those  papers  which  may  be  considered  as  matter  of         ^' 
evidence  in  the  case.     These  are,  on  the  part  of  the  claimants,  1st,    ^^^'^ 
opinions  of  Portuguese  lawyers ;  2ndly,  a  certificate  of  the  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Admiralty  in  Portugal;  3rdly,  the  decree 
of  the  Queen  of  Portugal,  Nov.,  1797,  in  the  case  of  the  Anne; 
and  4thly,  a  certificate  of  the  Foreign  Secretary  of  State  of  that 
country,  Mr.  Pinto  de  Souza.     But  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  con- 
sider the  effect  of  these  documents  without  bringing  under  our 
view  those  at  the  same  time  which  have  been  brought  in  by  the 
captors:  these  are  the  ordinances  of  Dec.,  1796,  and  of  May,  1797, 
and  the  proceedings  relative  to  the  British  ships,  the  Anne  and  the 
Endeavour. 

In  the  ordinance  of  December,  1796,  no  mention  is  made  of  the 
recaptured  property  of  allies.  The  ninth  article  refers  only  to  their 
own  recaptures,  but  a  reasonable  presumption  arises  from  it  that 
they  would  apply  the  same  law  to  their  allies ;  for  this  principle  is 
not  only  liberal  and  just,  but  it  is  actually  observed  in  the  practice 
of  England,  France,  and  Spain.  A  presumption  therefore  arises, 
that  Portugal  would  pursue  a  similar  rule :  but  I  think  there  are 
two  circumstances  which  convince  me,  beyond  mere  presumption, 
that  Portugal  did  act  on  this  principle,  and  did  mean  to  apply  its 
own  rule  to  the  cases  of  allies.  In  the  case  of  the  Endeavour ^ 
which  concerned  the  property  of  an  ally,  the  sentence  was  in  these 
words :  "  Having  heard  what  has  been  alleged  concerning  the  rule 
of  twenty-four  hours,  it  appears  to  us  that  that  rule  serves  only  to 
regulate  the  right  of  actions  arising  on  recapture.'*  Now,  certainly, 
if  this  rule  on  recapture  did  not  apply  to  the  property  of  allies,  it 
would  have  been  entirely  irrelevant  to  discuss  that  rule  in  such  a 
case.  "We  may  infer,  therefore,  I  think,  that  the  rule  of  twenty- 
four  hours'  possession  was  the  rule  of  Portugal ;  and  also  that,  had 
the  case  of  the  Endeavour  been  considered  as  a  case  of  recapture,  it 
must  have  been  governed  and  decided  by  that  rule.  The  manner 
in  which  Portugal  has  acted  on  the  last  ordinance  confirms  me  also 
in  supposing  that  it  was  the  practice  of  Portugal  to  extend  its  own 
rule  to  the  cases  of  allies.  The  salvage  there  ordained  for  Portu- 
guese property  is  one-fifth,  and  this  proportion  has  been  observed 
also  in  subsequent  cases  of  British  property,  although  it  is  not 
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1708         the  proportion  of  salvage  which  our  own  law  prescribes :  I  may 
•^^'  '^'       therefore  conclude  it  was  the  practice  of  Portugal  to  apply  its  own 


The  Santa    law  to  the  case  of  an  ally. 

*  But,  it  is  said,  this  rule  of  twenty-four  hours'  possession  had  not 

Sir  W.  Scott,  prevailed  in  Portugal  before  the  ordinance  of  1796 :  that  ordinance, 
I  must  observe,  professes  to  take  for  its  basis  the  ancient  ordinance 
of  1704 ;  and,  therefore,  I  may  presume  that  ancient  ordinance 
was  fundamentally  the  same.  Had  there  been  a  difference  so 
material,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  claimant  to  have  produced  that 
ordinance  for  the  information  of  the  Court,  and  to  have  convinced 
us  that  the  modem  practice  was  a  change  and  alteration  in  the 
jurisprudence  of  Portugal.  It  cannot,  indeed,  be  supposed  that 
an  alteration  so  monstrous,  so  gigantic,  so  opposite  to  the  general 
course  of  the  relaxations  which  have  gradually  taken  place  in  the 
law  of  prize  during  this  century,  should  have  found  its  way  into 
the  Courts  of  Portugal,  and  have  been  adopted  by  them  for  the 
first  time  in  1796.  We  know  it  to  have  been  the  ancient  law  of 
Spain.  The  vicinity  of  the  two  countries,  their  affinity  of  habits, 
the  resemblance  of  their  legal  institutions,  still  farther  strengthen 
the  probability  that  this  rule  had  also  been  the  ancient  law,  or  at 
least  the  usage  of  Portugal  on  this  subject. 

I  consider  myself,  therefore,  justified  to  conclude  that  the  law  of 
Portugal  established  twenty-four  hours'  possession  by  the  enemy 
to  be  a  legal  divestment  of  the  property  of  the  original  owner ; 
and  also  that  it  would  have  applied  the  same  rule  to  the  property 
of  allies. 

But  I  acknowledge  it  is  not  sufficient  to  say  such  a  rule  would 
have  been  applied.    It  is  also  necessary  to  show  that  there  have  been 
actual  proceedings  under  it ;  and  for  that  purpose  two  cases  have 
^  been  produced :  the  cases  of  the  Anne  and  of  the  Endeavour. 

The  case  of  the  Endeavour  was,  I  believe,  prior  in  time.  It  was 
the  case  of  a  British  ship  taken  by  the  French  on  the  24th  of 
January,  1796:  the  French  captain  gave  it  to  the  master  of  a 
Portuguese  vessel,  which  he  had  also  taken :  the  ship  was  carried 
into  Portugal :  the  English  master  demanded  restitution ;  but  it 
was  denied  to  him,  not  only  by  the  individual,  but  ako  by  the 
Courts  of  Justice  of  Portugal.  The  case  of  the  Anne  happened  in 
September,  1796,  and  is  in  one  respect  still  stronger  than  that  of 


Sir  W.  Scott. 
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the  Endeavour;  as  it  was  a  ship  given  in  the  same  manner  by  the        i"^8 

French  captor  to  the  very  man  who  had  been  the  master  of  this !l-J — 

vessel,  the  Santa  Cruz :  let  us  suppose  the  master  had  been  also  "^  Sajtci. 
the  owner  of  the  Santa  Cruz :  by  what  justice  could  he  have 
claimed  to  have  his  own  property  restored  from  British  hands,  at 
the  same  time  that  his  own  law  confirmed  him  in  his  refusal  to 
restore  British  property  under  circumstances  precisely  similar? 
But  restitution,  it  seems,  was  refused,  under  a  particular  order  of 
the  State,  which  declared  "  the  property  of  the  English  owner  had 
been  divested,  and  that  the  title  of  the  Portuguese  owner  was  good 
and  valid." 

Now  these  are  two  oases  strongly  in  point ;  and  unless  they  can 
be  overthrown,  they  will,  I  think,  sufficiently  establish  this  fact : 
that  it  was  the  practice  of  the  Courts  of  Portugal,  either  under 
ancient  ordinances  or  under  a  silent,  but  prevailing  usage,  or  under 
some  recent  edict,  to  confiscate  the  property  of  allies  coming  into 
the  possession  of  Portuguese  subjects  from  the  hands  of  the  enemy: 
it  is  immaterial  imder  which  of  these  authorities  the  practice  pre- 
vailed. These  decisions  are  represented  to  us  to  be  the  only  deci- 
sions that  have  passed  during  the  present  war  on  that  subject ;  and 
they,  therefore,  establish  the  law  of  Portugal,  from  whatever 
sources  it  might  be  derived. 

But  the  force  of  these  cases  has  been  attacked  in  different  ways. 
It  is  said,  in  the  first  place,  that  they  were  cases  not  of  recapture, 
but  of  donation ;  and  it  has  been  attempted  to  raise  distinctions 
between  these  titles :  but  in  all  legal  considerations  they  are  pre- 
cisely tiie  same ;  they  are  both  equally  matter  of  prize  :  donation 
between  enemy  and  enemy  cannot  take  effect.  The  very  character 
of  enemy  at  once  extinguishes  all  civil  intercourse,  from  which 
such  a  title  could  arise.  So  distinctly  is  this  rule  acknowledged  to 
be  the  law  of  this  ooxmtry,  that  if  a  case  should  happen  in  which 
an  enemy  after  capture  had  made  a  donation,  as  it  is  called,  in  this 
manner  to  the  original  owner,  that  vessel  must  be  condemned  as  a 
droit  or  perquisite  of  Admiralty ;  and  the  original  proprietor  could 
acquire  no  interest  but  as  salvor,  or  from  the  subsequent  liberality 
of  the  Crown. 

I  think  I  have  evidence  also  that  this  matter  is  so  considered  in 
Portugal, 

e2 
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1798  In  the  certificate  of  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Pinto  de  Souza,  he  says, 

•^^'  '^'       "  the  order  given  by  him  was  not  intended  to  suspend  the  suit  of  the 


The  Santa    English  claimant,  but  only  to  dispose  of  that  property  which  of  right 

*        belonged  to  the  Queen,  as  being  acquired  from  the  enemy  without 

SirW.  Soott.  Jitters  of  marque."  It  is,  then,  under  this  description,  only  the 
case  of  prize  taken  by  a  non-commissioned  captor :  and  in  this  Mr. 
Pinto  de  Souza  seems  to  coincide  exactly  with  us  in  the  view  in. 
which  we  should  have  considered  it  here.  It  has  been  said,  how- 
ever, that  the  law  of  Portugal  does  distinguish  between  donations 
and  recaptures ;  but  it  is  sufficient  to  observe  that  no  proof  haff 
been  produced  of  this  assertion ;  and  besides,  it  is  a  distinction 
which  cannot  in  the  nature  of  things  reasonably  exist ;  nor  indeed 
should  I  consider  myself  by  any  means  boxmd  to  pursue  a  foreign  law 
through  a  variety  of  minute  and  subtle  distinctions,  which  at  last 
perhaps  might  be  found  to  exist  only  in  theory.  It  would  be  suffi* 
cient  for  me  to  know  that  I  understand  the  practice  as  it  has  been 
administered  in  the  only  cases  that  have  occurred  on  this  subject. 

But,  it  is  said,  these  cases  were  decided  before  an  incompetent 
tribimal;  although  I  believe  this  objection  applies  only  to  the 
Endeavour  :  this  objection,  however,  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
taken  by  the  Portuguese  lawyers.  In  the  order  of  her  sacred 
Majesty,  it  is  said  indeed,  "  the  Coxmcil  of  Commerce  had  no  juris* 
diction  to  decide  questions  of  this  nature ; "  but  the  certificates  of 
the  judges  speak  a  different  language;  they  say,  not  that  the 
jurisdiction  was  incompetent,  but  "that  the  sentence  which  had 
been  given  by  the  Board  of  Commerce  was  founded  on  frivolous 
and  insufficient  reasons,  and  that  the  party  might  have  appealed." 
The  terms  used  by  them  are  just  the  terms  which  would  be  applied 
to  cases  proceeding  in  their  due  and  ordinary  course. 

In  the  case  of  the  Anne,  it  is  not,  I  think,  pretended  that  the 
Court  before  which  it  was  brought  had  not  a  competent  jurisdiction : 
but  it  is  argued  against  the  British  claimant  that  he  acquiesced  in 
the  decision  when  he  might  have  appealed.  But  let  us  see  what 
must  have  been  his  prospect  of  success.  The  hope  which  the 
Portuguese  lawyers  held  out  to  him  is  not  founded  on  any  opinion 
on  the  merits  of  his  case,  but  on  a  point  of  form,  "  because  the 
order  of  Council  had  not  been  produced."  Whilst  the  cause  was 
under  investigation,  the   supreme  authority  of    the  State  inter-- 
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posed  to  inform  the  Court  that  the  title  of  the  Portuguese  master        1798 
was  legal  and  valid.     The  Court  of  Justice  assents  to  this  autho-       ^^' 


rity,  and  decides  accordingly;   and  it  is  against  a  decision  so    TmBSAirri. 

deliberately  pronounced  and  so  irregularly    influenced  by  the        * 

supreme  authority  of  the  country  that  this  foreign  claimant,  the    "  ^-  ^^  *• 
master  of  a  small  English  vessel,  is  required  to  persevere.    I  must 
think  it  oould  not  be  expected  of  him. 

Such  are  the  observations  which  I  think  myself  justified  in 
making  on  the  proceedings  in  these  two  cases;  and  after  the 
general  view  which  I  have  taken  of  the  whole  of  this  subject,  it 
may  be  unnecessary  to  dwell  more  particularly  on  the  minute  parts 
of  the  several  papers.  It  is,  I  think,  clearly  proved  that  before  the 
ordinance  of  May,  1797,  the  Courts  of  Portugal  considered  British 
property  coming  out  of  the  hands  of  the  enemy  as  subject  to  con- 
fiscation :  in  two  instances  such  property  was  actually  confiscated, 
not  by  remote  and  inferior  jurisdictions,  but  in  their  highest 
Courts,  in  the  capital  of  the  empire,  and  under  the  direction  of  the 
State.  The  ordinance  of  1797  cannot  be  applicable  to  pre-e±isting 
cases ;  I  must  determine  all  cases  as  if  they  had  come  before  me  at 
the  time  of  capture.  The  two  former  cases,  therefore,  of  this  class 
can  receive  no  protection  from  this  ordinance. 

Looking  then  to  the  conduct  which  Portugal  had  observed 
towards  British  property,  and  conceiving  myself  bound  by  the 
general  law  of  this  ooxmtry,  and  more  particularly  by  the  authority 
of  the  case  of  the  San  lagOy  to  proceed  on  strict  principles  of  reci- 
procity, I  have  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  the  first  two  oases 
subject  to  confiscation. 

I  now  come  to  the  consideration  of  the  subsequent  cases.  It 
has  already  been  laid  down  that  the  law  of  England  restores  on 
salvage,  unless  it  is  forced  out  of  its  natural  course  by  the  practice 
of  its  allies.  In  the  preceding  cases  it  has  been  reluctantly  so 
diverted  from  its  free  course;  but  in  May,  1797,  it  appears 
Portugal  renounced  the  harsher  principles  and  adopted  a  more 
liberal  rule ;  upon  what  ground  then  can  it  be  contended  that  this 
country  must,  in  regard  to  those  cases  which  have  occurred  sub- 
sequent to  this  ordinance,  follow  the  harsh  and  antiquated  in 
preference  to  the  new  and  more  lenient  rule  P  It  is  said,  Portugal 
is  not  at  liberty  to  make  such  an  alteration  in  time  of  war,  and 
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1798         that  those  who  have  once  established  a  rule  must  abide  the  conse-; 

^'  ^'       quences  of  it ;  but  I  confess  I  see  no  one  reason  on  which  this 
The  Santa    exercise  of  legislation  can  be  denied  to  an  independent  State. 

'  It  is  said,  Portugal  will  then  legislate  for  this  country;  and  so 

•  ^  '  must  every  country  in  some  degree  legislate  for  us,  whilst  Great 
Britain  professes  to  act  upon  the  old  principle,  and  adopt  the  law 
of  its  ally.  In  peace  it  is  allowed  such  an  alteration  might  be 
made ;  and  why  not  in  a  time  of  war  P  There  are  no  depending 
interests  to  be  affected  by  it :  it  was  an  alteration  as  harmless  to 
the  world  as  if  it  had  been  made  in  times  of  most  profound  peace : 
but  it  is  said  the  law  is  not  even  now  established  on  equal  terms  of 
reciprocity  towards  this  country.  The  salvage  which  Portugal 
has  decreed  is  one- fifth,  whUst  the  law  of  this  country  restores  on 
payment  of  a  sixth  only.  Perhaps  a  rule  more  closely  concurring 
with  our  own  might  have  been  more  convenient;  but  the  difference 
is  not  sufficient  to  justify  this  ooxmtry  in  refusing  Portuguese 
subjects  the  benefit  of  their  alteration.  In  professing  to  act  on 
the  law  of  our  aUy,  we  must  do  it  for  better  and  for  worse. 

I  therefore  restore  the  several  vessels  that  have  been  taken  since 
the  ordinance  of  May,  1797,  on  the  salvage  which  Portugal  has 
established,  a  salvage  of  one-eighth  to  ships  of  war  and  one^fifth 
to  privateers. 

In  the  condemned  oases  I  order  the  expenses  of  the  claimants  to 
be  defrayed  out  of  the  proceeds. 


[ic.Rob.80.]  THE  MEEOUEIUS. 

Besiituiion — Second  Seizure — Effective  Blockade — Notification  at  Entrance  of 
Port — Violation  of  Blockade — LiaUlity  of  Cargo  Owner. 

Bestitation  by  consent  of  the  parties  to  the  suit  does  not  bar  a  second 
seizure,  by  other  parties,  either  on  the  same  or  different  evidence;  but  a 
second  seizor  may  be  ordered  to  pay  costs  and  damages. 

Warning  on  the  spot  is  a  sufficient  notice  of  a  blockade  de  facto, 
Violation  of  a  blockade  affects  the  ship  but  not  the  cargo,  unless  it  is 
the  property  of  the  same  owner,  or  imless  the  owner  of  the  cargo  is 
cognisant  of  the  intended  violation. 

1798  This  was  a  case  of  a  ship  taken  on  a  voyage  from  Baltimore  to 

Amsterdam :   the  ship  was  claimed  for  a  merchant  of  Hamburg, 


Dec,  10. 
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and  the  cargo  as  the  property  of  a  citizen  of  the  United  States :        1798 


Dee,  10. 


on  the  first  capture  the  yessel  had  been  restored  by  consent,  but 

the  officers  of  the  Admiralty  instituted  new  proceedings,  and  the    _,  ^hb 

claimant  now  appeared  under  protest:  Amsterdam  was  said  to  have 

been  in  a  state  of  blockade,  and  it  was  contended  that  the  ship  and 

cargo  were  liable  to  confiscation  for  attempting  to  enter  a  blockaded 

port. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — ^In  this  case  three  questions  arise:  1st,  Whether 
restitution  by  consent  bars  new  proceedings  P  2ndly,  How  f 6tr  the 
ship  is  affected  by  an  attempt  to  break  a  blockade  P  and  3rdly, 
How  far  such  a  conduct  will  affect  the  cargo  P 

On  the  first  question,  I  must  say,  that  in  restoring  by  consent  in 
the  present  case,  I  think  the  party  committed  an  oversight.  Such 
a  consent  judicially  recorded  would  bar  him  from  a  second  seizure : 
against  other  parties  it  could  be  no  bar ;  but  whoever  ventures  on 
a  second  seizure  must  make  it  under  the  peril  of  costs  and  damages. 
A  monition  calls  upon  all  claimants ;  but  it  does  not  call  upon 
other  captors :  nor  could  a  second  seizure  be  made :  nor  could 
other  parties  intervene,  as  on  a  fresh  seizure,  till  the  proceedings 
under  the  first  libel  had  been  determined. 

The  King  in  his  office  of  Admiralty  is  tiie  second  seizor  in  this 
case ;  and  it  is  said,  that  as  the  fountain  of  all  prize,  he  is  to  be 
considered  also  as  the  original  captor:  but  the  Eing  holds  the 
office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  in  a  capacity  distinguishable  from 
his  regal  character ;  besides,  although  he  is  undoubtedly  the  foun- 
tain of  prize,  he  has  conveyed  away  his  interests  in  it  to  various 
persons :  to  the  commanders  and  crews  of  his  own  ships ;  to  his 
other  subjects  by  letters  of  marque ;  and  to  the  Lord  High  Admiral 
of  England.  It  has  been  declared  by  high  authority  that  the 
interest  of  prize  is  vested  in  the  captor,  and  that  captors  may, 
against  the  wish  of  the  Grown,  proceed  to  adjudication. 

The  case  of  the  La  Paix  (a)  does,  I  think,  sufficiently  support 

(a)  This  was  a  case  of  a  ship  car-  island  of  Nevis,  and  there  obtained  a 

lied  into  St.  Sitt's,  and  restored;  condemnation:   the  illegality  of   a 

and  immediately  afterwards  seized  by  second  seizure,  after  restitution,  was 

another  privateer,  who  followed  her  strongly  argued,  on  appeal ;  but  the 

out  of  the  harbour,  took  her  to  the  Lords  decided  on  the  merits,  saying, 
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1798         the  principle  for  which  it  has  been  cited.    In  that  case  new  deposi- 
^'     •    _  lions  were  taken ;  but  the  second  seizor  might  in  that  instance  have 


The         proceeded,  if  he  had  thought  proper,  on  the  original  evidence.    It 

luEItCUBItTS.       ,  ,  ,  -  ,  _ 

IS  said  here  that  proceedings  should  have  been  by  appeal  instead 


^  •  •  of  a  second  seizure,  but  there  was  nothing  in  the  possession  of  the 
Court.  Thd  proceedings,  therefore,  by  a  second  seizure  were,  in 
my  opinion,  not  only  regular  but  necessary,  and  the  only  means 
which  could  have  been  pursued ;  I  therefore  overrule  the  protest, 
and  assign  the  claimant  to  appear  absolutely. 

On  the  second  question,  it  is  necessary  to  inquire.  Was  there  an 
actual  blockade?  Was  it  notified?  Was  it  violated?  If  all 
these  points  can  be  established  confiscation  must  necessarily  follow. 
It  is  the  necessary  consequence  acknowledged  in  all  books,  and 
confirmed  by  the  practice  of  all  nations;  nor  is  it  even  denied  in 
theory  to  be  a  just  penalty  by  those  who  have  laboured  to  extend 
to  the  utmost  the  rights  of  neutral  nations. 

By  the  evidence,  it  appears  that  when  the  vessel  approached  the 
Texel,  the  master  was  warned  by  the  officer  who  boarded  her,  that 
he  must  not  go  into  the  Texel.  The  officer  wrote  on  the  manifest, 
"  Hindered  from  going  into  the  TexeV^  The  inability  of  the  master 
to  proceed  into  the  Texel,  therefore,  proves  the  blockade ;  for  a 
blockade  may  exist  without  a  public  declaration,  although  a 
declaration  unsupported  by  fact  will  not  be  sufficient  to  establish  it. 

It  has  been  so  determined  by  the  Supreme  Court  during  the 
present  war.  The  West  India  islands  were  declared  under 
blockade  by  Admiral  Jarvis ;  but  the  Lords  held,  that  as  the  fact 
did  not  support  the  declaration,  a  blockade  could  not  be  deemed 
legally  to  exist :  but  the  fact,  on  the  contrary,  duly  notified  on  the 
spot,  is  of  itself  sufficient ;  for  public  notifications  between  govern- 
ments can  be  meant  only  for  the  information  of  individuals :  but  if 
the  individual  is  personally  informed,  that  purpose  is  still  better 
obtained  than  by  a  public  declaration.  Allusion  has  been  made  to 
the  notification  given  to  the  Swedish  Government,  but  I  think 

''As  the  captors  can  only  now  con-     ment,  we  should  have  been  disposed 
tend   for  farther  proof,  we  are  of      to  order  farther  proof."    Costs  were 

opinion  that  will  not  be  sufficient  in        .  •  _i. . -l  j.     * 

±Z'   ^  MX.      1-  -^  XT.  •  1    ^      given  agamst  the  captor  for  miscon- 

this  stage,  although  if  this  case  had      »         -o  r 

been  appealed  from  the  first  judg-      ^^^*-  ^^^»  ^"^7  30,  1796. 


Sir  "W.  Soott. 
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irrelevantly ;  for  the  only  declaration  to  which  the  claimant  can        1798 
oUude  must  be  one  that  has  been  made  to  his  own  government.  ^^'  _ 

Much  has  been  said  about  the  purposes  of  blockade,  which  I  do    „  T™ 

,  HSBOUBIITS. 

not  think  material  to  the  case ;  I  shall  therefore  pass  it  over,  and 
proceed  to  consider  what  the  master  himself  understood  by  the 
notification  which  he  received;  and  whether  he  really  thought, 
that  though  he  might  not  go  into  the  Texel,  he  was  at  liberty  to 
get  to  Amsterdam  by  any  other  course.  It  appears  that  he  asked 
the  officers  who  boarded  him  whether  he  might  go  to  other  Dutch 
ports ;  other,  as  must  be  understood,  than  the  object  of  his  destina- 
tion. It  was  never  inquired  whether  he  might  go  to  Amsterdam 
by  any  other  course.  The  master  pretended  to  be  proceeding  to 
Hamburg  till  he  came  to  the  passage  into  the  Zuyder  Zee,  and 
then  he  attempted  to  enter  it.  How  far  the  blockade  might  extend 
to  all  the  ports  in  the  Zuyder  Zee  I  shall  not  now  inquire,  because 
I  am  sufficiently  convinced  that  the  intention  of  this  master  was  to 
proceed  to  Amsterdam,  in  defiance  of  the  prohibition,  which  he 
distinctly  understood :  perhaps  the  officer  might  have  expressed 
himself  more  clearly  than  he  did ;  but  if  there  had  been  anything 
insidious  in  the  manner  of  giving  this  intimation,  I  should  have 
thought  it  my  duty  to  protect  the  neutral  from  suffering  loss  or 
inconvenience  under  it. 

It  is  said  this  passage  to  the  Zuyder  Zee  was  not  in  a  state  of 
blockade,  but  the  ship  was  seized  immediately  on  entering  it ;  and 
I  know  not  what  else  is  necessary  to  constitute  blockade.  The 
powers  who  formed  the  armed  neutrality  in  the  last  war  under- 
stood blockade  in  this  sense ;  and  Bussia,  who  was  the  principal 
party  in  that  confederacy,  described  a  place  to  be  in  a  state  of 
blockade,  when  it  is  dangerous  to  attempt  to  enter  into  it. 

On  the  third  point,  to  maintain  that  the  conduct  of  the  ship  will 
affect  the  cargo,  it  wiU  be  necessary  either  to  prove  that  the  owners 
were,  or  might  have  been,  cognisant  of  the  blockade,  before  they 
sent  their  cargoes ;  or  to  show,  that  the  act  of  the  master  of  the 
ship  personally  binds  them.  In  America  there  could  not  have 
been  any  knowledge  of  the  blockade :  the  cargo  is  innocent  in  its 
nature,  and  sets  out  innocently ;  the  master  certainly  is  the  agent 
of  the  owner  of  the  vessel,  and  can  bind  him  by  his  contract  or  his 
misconduct ;  but  he  is  not  the  agent  of  the  owners  of  the  cargo. 
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1798        unless  expressly  so  constituted  by  them.    In  oases  of  insurance, 

^^'  ^^'      and  in  revenue  cases,  where,  it  is  said,  the  act  of  the  master  will 

Thb        affect  the  cargo,  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the  ground  on  which  they 

*    stand  is  wholly  different.    In  the  former,  it  is  in  virtue  of  an 

Sir W.  Scott,  express  contract  which  governs  the  whole  case;  and  in  revenue 
cases  it  proceeds  from  positive  laws  and  the  necessary  strictness  of 
all  fiscal  regulations. 

It  is  argued  that  to  exempt  the  cargo  from  this  responsibility  will 
open  the  door  to  fraud,  if  neutrals  are  allowed  to  attempt  to  trade 
to  blockaded  ports  with  impunity,  by  throwing  the  blame  upon  tiie 
carrier  master ;  but  if  such  an  artifice  could  be  proved,  it  would 
establish  that  mens  rea  in  the  neutral  merchant  which  would  expose 
his  property  to  confiscation,  and  it  would  at  the  same  time  be 
sufficient  to  cause  the  master  to  be  considered  in  the  chcuracter  of 
agent  as  well  for  the  cargo  as  for  the  ship. 

Where  a  cargo  is  of  a  contraband  nature  it  will  perhaps  justify 
greater  severity,  but  in  cases  of  contraband  it  is  held  that  innocent 
parts  of  the  cargo  belonging  to  other  owners  shall  not  be  infected. 
This  is,  I  think,  a  parallel  case.  There  is  misconduct  on  the  part 
of  the  owner  of  the  vessel,  but  none  in  tiie  owner  of  the  cargo. 

If  the  evidence  of  the  property  of  the  cargo  was  sufficient,  I 
should  restore  that ;   but  as  the  case  now  stands,  if  the  captors 
demand  farther  proof  on  that  point  it  must  be  supplied. 
Ship  condemned. 


[ic.Rob.86.]  THE  FBEDEEICK  MOLKE  {a). 

Blockade — Capture — Egress  from  Blockaded  Port, 

A  yes&el  coming  out  of  a  blockaded  port  with  a  cargo  is  primd  facie 
liable  to  seizure :  if  the  cargo  was  taken  on  board  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  blockade,  ship  and  cargo  will  be  liable  to  condemnation. 

A  blockade  may  exist,  notwithstanding  an  accidental  absence  of  the 
blockading  force. 

]  798  This  was  a  case  of  a  Danish  vessel,  taken  coming  out  of  Hayre  on 

^^'  ^Q-      the  18th  of  August,  1798,  and  bound  on  a  voyage  from  Havre  to 
the  coast  of  Africa.    The  cargo  was  miscellaneous. 

A  claim  has  been  given  for  the  ship  and  cargo  as  the  property 
of  the  same  person,  a  Danish  merchant  of  Ghristiania. 

(a)  See;)Of<,  pp.  86,  89. 
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Sir  W.  Scott. — Several  questions  have  been  raised  respecting        1798 
the  property,  the  previous  conduct  of  the  vessel,  the  legality  of  this      ^^'  ^^' 


sort  of  trade,  and  the  actual  violation  of  a  blockade.     I  shall  first         Thb 

Frsdbbick 

consider  the  last  question,  because  if  that  is  determined  against  the      Molkb. 
claimant  it  will  render  a  discussion  of  all  other  points  unnecessary,  gj^  -vvTsoott. 

First,  then,  as  to  the  blockade.  These  facts  appear  in  the  depo- 
sitions of  the  master,  "  that  on  his  former  voyage  he  cleared  out 
from  Lisbon  to  Copenhagen,  but  was  really  destined  to  Havre  if 
he  could  escape  English  cruisers;  that  he  was  warned  by  an 
English  frigate,  the  Diamond^  off  Havre,  not  to  go  into  Havre,  as 
there  were  two  or  three  ships  that  would  stop  him ;  but  that  he 
slipt  in  at  night  and  delivered  his  cargo."  It  is  therefore  suffi- 
cientiy  proved  that  there  were  ships  on  that  station  to  prevent 
ingress,  and  that  the  master  knowingly  evaded  the  blockade ;  for 
that  a  legal  blockade  did  exist  results  necessarily  from  these  facts, 
as  nothing  farther  is  necessary  to  constitute  blockade  than  that 
there  should  be  a  force  stationed  to  prevent  communication,  and  a 
due  notice  or  prohibition  given  to  the  party  (a). 

But  it  is  still  farther  material  that  this  blockade  actually  con- 
tinued till  the  ship  came  out  again.  It  is  notorious  indeed  that 
Havre  was  blockaded  for  some  time,  and  although  the  blockade 
varied  occasionally  it  still  continued ;  for  it  is  not  an  accidental 
absence  of  the  blockading  force,  nor  the  circumstance  of  being 
blown  ofE  by  wind  (if  the  suspension  and  the  reason  of  the  suspen* 
don  are  known),  that  will  be  sufficient  in  law  to  remove  a  blockade. 

It  is  said  this  was  a  new  transaction,  and  that  we  have  no  right 
to  look  back  to  the  delinquency  of  the  former  voyage;  and  a 
reference  is  made  on  this  point  to  the  law  of  contraband,  where  the 
penalty  does  not  attach  on  the  returned  voyage.  But  is  there  that 
analogy  between  the  two  cases  which  should  make  the  law  of  one 
necessarily  or  in  reason  applicable  to  the  other  also  P  I  cannot 
think  there  is  such  an  affinity  between  them ;  there  is  this  essential 
difference,  that  in  contraband  the  offence  is  deposited  with  the 
cargo,  whilst  in  such  a  case  as  this  it  is  continued  and  renewed  in 
the  subsequent  conduct  of  the  ship. 

(a)  It  has  since  appeared,  that  the      foreign  Ministers  on  the  23rd  of  Feb- 
blockade  of  Havre  was  notified  to      ruary,  1798. 
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1798  For  what  is  the  object  of  blockade  P    Not  merely  to  prevent  an 

•^^'  ^^'      importation  of  supplies,  but  to  prevent  export  as  well  as  import, 

Thb        and  to  out  off  aU  comnjunication  of  commerce  with  the  blockaded 

MoLKB.      place.    I  must  therefore  consider  the  act  of  egress  to  be  as  culpable 

Sir  w"scott    ^  ^^®  ^^'  ^^  ingress,  and  the  vessel  on  her  return  still  liable  to 

seizure  and  confiscation. 

There  may  indeed  be  cases  of  innocent  egress  where  vessels  have 
gone  in  before  the  blockade,  and  xmder  such  circumstances  it  could 
not  be  maintained  that  they  might  not  be  at  liberty  to  retire. 

But  even  then  a  question  might  arise  if  it  was  attempted  to 
carry  out  a  cargo,  for  that  would,  as  I  have  before  stated,  con- 
travene one  of  the  chief  purposes  of  blockade. 

A  ship  then,  in  all  cases,  coming  out  of  a  blockaded  port,  is  in 
the  first  instance  liable  to  seizure,  and  to  obtain  release  the  claimant 
will  be  required  to  give  a  very  satisfactory  proof  of  the  innooency 
of  his  intention.  In  the  present  case  the  ingress  was  criminal  and 
the  egress  was  criminal,  and  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  both 
ship  and  cargo,  being  the  property  of  the  same  person,  are  subject 
to  confiscation. 

Condemned. 


[1  C.Rob. 89.]  THE  EINGENDE  JACOB. 

Contraband — Ship  not  affected  by  Character  of  Cargo — Hemp — Unwrought  Iron. 

Freighting  a  ship  to  the  enemy  is  not  the  lending  mentioned  in  the 
Swedish  Treaty,  October  21,  1666.  A  contraband  cargo  alone  will  not 
affect  the  ship  being  the  property  of  a  different  owner,  and  is  attended 
only  with  loss  of  freight.  Hemp  is  contraband  imder  the  Danish 
Treaty,  July  4,  1780.    Unwrought  iron  is  an  qiUqIq  promiscui  usue. 

1798  giu  ^^  ScoTT. — This  is  a  case  of  a  ship  under  Swedish  colours, 

— — — '- —  IcLden  with  iron,  hemp,  tobacco,  and  oak  logs,  and  taken  on  a 
voyage  from  Eiga  to  Amsterdam,  on  the  15th  of  August,  1798. 

The  ship  is  claimed  as  Swedish  property,  the  iron  for  Eussian 
merchants :  the  hemp  appears  to  be  the  produce  of  Eussia ;  but  it 
is  claimed  for  a  Danish  subject;  and  some  parts  of  the  cargo 
remain  still  unclaimed.    Objections  have  been  made  against  the 
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proofc  of  property  as  Btanding  chiefly  on  the  evidence  of  the        1798 
master,  whose  conduct,  it  is  said,  has  shown  him  to  be  unworthy  '     * 


of  credit ;  but  I  think  the  property  is  sufficiently  proved.  '^'^^  Rmo- 

'  ^    r      ^  ''  ^  ...      BNDB  Jacob. 

Three  other  grounds,  however,  have  been  taken,  on  which  it  is        

contended  that  the  vessel  is  liable  to  condemnation :  Ist,  on  account 
of  the  use  and  occupation  in  which  she  was  employed ;  2ndly,  on 
account  of  the  contraband  nature  of  the  cargo;  and  Srdly,  for 
violating  a  blockade. 

On  the  former  point  reference  has  been  made  to  an  ancient  treaty 
[Oct.  21,  1666]  between  England  and  Sweden,  which  forbids  the 
subjects  of  either  power  "  to  sell  or  lend  their  ships  for  the  use  and 
advantage  of  the  enemies  of  the  other : "  and  as  this  prohibition  is 
connected  in  the  same  article  with  the  subject  of  contraband,  it  is 
argued  that  the  carrying  of  contraband  articles  in  the  present 
cargo  is  such  a  lending  as  comes  within  the  meaning  of  the  treaty; 
but  I  cannot  agree  to  that  interpretation.  To  let  a  ship  on  freight 
to  go  to  the  ports  of  the  enemy  cannot  be  termed  lending,  but  in  a 
very  loose  sense ;  and  I  apprehend  the  true  meaning  to  have  been 
that  they  should  not  give  up  the  use  and  management  of  their 
ships  directly  to  the  enemy,  or  put  them  under  his  absolute  power 
and  direction.  It  is,  besides,  observable  that  there  is  no  penalty 
annexed  to  this  prohibition.  I  cannot  think  such  a  service  as  this 
is  will  make  the  vessel  subject  to  confiscation. 

But  it  is  said  there  is  a  contraband  cargo.  That  there  are  some 
contraband  articles  cannot  be  denied:  hemp,  the  produce  of 
Eussia,  exported  by  a  Danish  merchant,  would  be  confiscable  even* 
under  the  relaxation,  which  allows  neutrals  to  export  that  article 
only  where  it  is  of  the  growth  of  their  own  country;  but  to  a 
Dane  hemp  is  expressly  enumerated  amoug  the  articles  of  contra- 
band in  the  Danish  treaty  [July  4, 1780]  ;  and  to  say  that  a  Dane 
might  traffic  in  foreign  hemp,  whilst  he  is  forbidden  to  export  his 
own,  would  be  to  put  a  construction  on  that  treaty  perfectly  nuga* 
tory.  The  hemp  must  certainly  be  condemned;  but  I  do  not  know 
that  under  the  present  practice  of  the  law  of  nations  a  contraband 
cargo  can  affect  the  ship. 

By  the  ancient  law  of  Europe  such  a  consequence  would  have 
ensued ;  nor  can  it  be  said  that  such  a  penalty  was  unjust,  or  not 
supported  by  the  general  analogies  of  law ;  for  the  owner  of  the 


Sir  W.  Scott. 
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1798         ship  has  engaged  it  in  an  unlawful  commerce.    But  in  the  modem 

!!; — ! —  practice  of  the  Courts  of  Admiralty  of  this  country,  and  I  believe 

ThbRino-    of  other  nations  also,  a  milder  rule  has  been  adopted;  and  the 

ENDB  Jacob.  ,  '  . 

carrying  of  contraband  articles  is  attended  only  with  the  loss  of 
freight  and  expenses,  except  where  the  ship  belongs  to  the  owner 
of  the  contraband  cargo,  or  where  the  simple  misconduct  of  carrying 
a  contraband  cargo  has  been  connected  with  other  malignant  and 
aggravating  circumstances. 

The  case  [the  JIi>&,  July  3,  1794]  which  has  been  cited  by  the 
King's  Advocate  by  no  means  establishes  the  contrary :  that  was 
a  case  attended  with  particular  circumstances  of  falsehood  and 
fraud,  both  as  to  the  papers  and  the  destination  of  the  voyage.  It 
was  attempted  xmder  colourable  appearances  to  defeat  our  right 
of  pre-emption;  and  xmder  a  view  of  ail  these  circumstances 
together,  the  Court  judged  it  to  be  subject  to  confiscation ;  but  I 
am  not  disposed  to  consider  that  decision  as  a  general  authority,  in 
other  cases  of  cargoes,  simply  contraband. 

On  the  question  of  blockade,  a  doubt  arises  whether  the  master 
had  received  due  notice  of  it :  there  appears  not  to  have  been  any 
previous  admonition  at  the  time  of  capture.  The  notice,  therefore, 
if  any,  must  have  been  under  the  public  declaration.  The  vessel 
left  Eiga  on  the  2nd  of  July,  1798 ;  the  notification  of  the  blockade 
of  Amsterdam  to  the  foreign  Ministers  was  made  here  on  the  11th 
of  June ;  it  might  have  reached  Eiga  before  this  ship  sailed,  and  I 
think  the  probability  is  on  that  side,  but  I  cannot  take  it  as  an 
established  fact;  I  shall  therefore  order  affidavits  to  be  produced  on 
that  point.  With  regard  to  the  cargo,  the  hemp  is  undoubtedly 
contraband  and  subject  to  confiscation ;  but  it  is  disputed  whether 
iron  in  bars  is  to  be  considered  as  wrought  or  unwrought,  or 
whether  or  not  it  is  to  be  ranked  amongst  naval  stores. 

There  is  perhaps  no  article  in  nature  that  comes  more  exactly 
under  the  description  of  an  article  of  promiscuous  use  than  iron ;  it 
is  a  commodity  subservient  to  the  most  infinite  variety  of  human 
uses.  As  this  cargo  is  goiog  to  a  port  of  naval  equipment,  it 
would  very  probably  be  applied  as  a  naval  store ;  but  it  may  be  too 
much  to  decide  merely  on  this  inference  that  it  is  an  article  abso- 
lutely hostile ;  nor  can  I  agree  to  another  argument  that  has  been 
advanced,  that  because  unwrought  iron  is  excepted,  in  some  treaties, 


THE  BETSEY.  63 

as  not  oontraband,  therefore,  where  no  exception  is  expressed,  it        179S 
is  to  be  considered  ^w  contraband.    Enumeration  takes  place  in      ^*^'  "• 
treaties  to  prevent  misunderstanding :  it  distinguishes  what  shall    Thb  Rino- 
be  contraband  from  what  shall  not ;  but  the  exception  of  particular   ^^^  ^^°' 
articles  is  not  to  be  there  understood  in  the  strict  sense  in  which  it  Sir  W.  Scott. 
is  sometimes  said,  exceptio  confirmat  legem. 

There  is  besides  a  doubt  in  my  mind  what  is  at  the  present 
moment  the  relative  situation  of  Eussia  and  Holland :  I  do  not 
know  that  Eussia  is  so  far  engaged  as  a  principal  in  hostility  with 
Holland  as  to  cut  off  all  communication  of  trade  between  them. 
This  is  an  important  point  which  I  shall  reserve  for  farther  inquiry 
and  information.  In  the  meantime  it  will  be  equally  necessary 
that  the  owners  of  the  cargo  should  prove  themselves  not  to  have 
received  notice  of  the  blockade.  It  will  be  proper  also  to  refer  the 
iron  and  the  oak  timber  to  the  inspection  of  the  officers  of  the  King's 
yards,  that  we  may  be  assisted  by  their  certificate  in  determining 
whether  they  are  to  be  considered  as  naval  stores  or  not. 


THE  BETSEY  (No.  1).  [ic.Rob.93.] 

Blockade^Proclamation — No    de   facto    Investment — Capture — Recapture    hy 
Enemy — Liahility  of  Captors  for  Restitution, 

A  declaration  of  a  blockade  by  a  commander,  without  an  actual 
investment,  will  not  constitute  a  legal  blockade. 

In  a  case  of  neutral  property  captured  by  a  Britisli  ship  and  re^* 
captured  by  the  French,  compensation  was  sued  from  the  original 
British  captors,  but  refused,  on  the  ground  of  a  hond  fide  possession ; 
irregularities  to  bind  a  former  captor,  being  a  honce  fidei  possessor, 
must  be  such  as  produce  irreparable  loss,  or  justly  prevent  restitution 
from  the  recaptors. 

This  was  a  case  of  a  ship  and  cargo,  taken  by  the  English  at        179$ 
the  capture  of  Guadaloupe,  April  the  13th,  1794,  and  retaken,      -D^-  is ; 
together  with  that  island,  by  the  French  in  June  followmg.    The  jtUy  22, 1799. 
ship  was  claimed  for  Mr.  Patterson,  of  Baltimore,  and  the  cargo  as 
American  property.    The  captors,  being  served  with  a  monition  to 
proceed  to  adjudication,  appeared  under  protest ;  and  the  cause  now 
came  on  upon  the  question,  Whether  the  claimants  were  entitled 
to  demand  of  the  first  British  captors  restitution  in  value  for  the 
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1798         property  which  had  passed  from  them  to  the  French  recaptors? 
•^^-  ^^'      The  first  seizure  was  defended  on  a  suggestion  that  the  Betsey  had 
ThbBetset.   broken  the  blockade  at  Ghiadaloupe. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — This  is  a  case  which  it  will  be  proper  to  consider 
under  two  heads.  I  shall  first  dispose  of  the  question  of  blockade^ 
and  then  proceed  to  inquire  on  whom  the  loss  of  the  recapture  by 
the  French  ought  to  fall,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

On  the  question  of  blockade  three  things  must  be  proved :  Ist, 
the  existence  of  an  actual  blockade ;  2ndly,  the  knowledge  of  the 
party;  and  3rdly,  some  act  of  violation,  either  by  going  in  or 
by  coming  out  with  a  cargo  laden  after  the  commencement  of 
blockade.  The  time  of  shipment  would  on  this  last  point  be  very 
material;  for  although  it  might  be  hard  to  refuse  a  neutral  liberty 
to  retire  with  a  cargo  already  laden,  and  by  that  act  already 
become  neutral  property;  yet,  after  the  commencement  of  a 
blockade,  a  neutral  cannot,  I  conceive,  be  allowed  to  interpose  in 
any  way  to  assist  the  exportation  of  the  property  of  the  enemy. 
After  the  commencement  of  the  blockade  a  neutral  is  no  longer  at 
liberty  to  make  any  purchase  in  that  port. 

It  is  necessary,  however,  that  the  evidence  of  a  blockade  should 
be  clear  and  decisive.  But  in  this  case  there  is  only  an  affidavit 
of  one  of  the  captors,  and  the  account  which  is  there  given  is, 
"  that  on  the  arrival  of  the  British  forces  in  the  West  Indies  a 
proclamation  issued,  inviting  the  inhabitants  of  Martinique,  St. 
Lucie,  and  Quadaloupe,  to  put  themselves  under  the  protection  of 
the  English ;  that  on  a  refusal,  hostile  operations  were  commenced 
against  them  all."  But  it  cannot  be  meant  that  they  began 
immediately  against  all  at  once,  for  it  is  notorious  that  they  were 
directed  against  them  separately  and  in  succession.  It  is  farther 
stated,  "that  in  January,  1794  (but  without  any  more  precise 
date),  Quadaloupe  was  summoned,  and  was  then  put  into  a  state 
of  complete  investment  and  blockade." 

The  word  complete  is  a  word  of  great  eoergy ;  and  we  might 
expect  from  it  to  find  that  a  number  of  vessels  were  stationed 
round  the  entrance  of  the  port  to  cut  o£E  all  communication :  but 
from  the  protest  I  perceive  that  the  captors  entertained  but  a  very 
loose  notion  of  the  true  nature  of  a  blockade ;  for  it  is  there  stated, 
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*^  that  on  the  1st  of  Janoary,  after  a  general  proclamation  to  the        1798 
French  islands,  they  were  put  into  a  state  of  complete  blockade."      ^^'  ^^- 
It  is  a  term,  therefore,  which  was  applied  to  all  those  islands  at  the  ThbBbtset. 
same  time,  under  the  first  proclamation.  q^  wTscott. 

The  Lords  of  Appeal  have  determined  that  such  a  proclamation 
was  not  in  itself  sufficient  to  constitute  a  legal  blockade;  it  is  clear, 
indeed,  that  it  could  not  in  reason  be  sufficient  to  produce  the  effect 
which  the  captors  erroneously  ascribed  to  it :  but  from  the  mis- 
application of  these  phrases  in  one  instance,  I  learn  that  we  must 
not  give  too  much  weight  to  the  use  of  them  on  this  occasion ;  and 
from  the  generality  of  these  expressions,  I  think  we  must  infer 
that  there  was  not  that  actual  blockade  which  the  law  is  now 
distinctly  understood  to  require. 

But  it  is  attempted  to  raise  other  inferences  on  this  point,  from 
the  manner  in  which  the  master  speaks  of  the  difficulty  and  danger 
of  entering^  and  from  the  declaration  of  the  Municipality  of 
Quadaloupe,  which  states  ^'  the  island  to  have  been  in  a  state  of 
siege."  It  is  evident  that  the  American  master  speaks  only  of  the 
difficulty  of  avoiding  the  English  cruisers  generally  in  those  seas ; 
and  as  to  the  other  phrase,  it  is  a  term  of  the  new  jargon  of 
France,  which  is  sometimes  applied  to  domestic  disturbances ;  and 
certainly  is  not  so  intelligible  as  to  justify  me  in  concluding  that 
the  island  was  in  that  state  of  investment  from  a  foreign  enemy 
which  we  require  to  constitute  blockade.  I  cannot,  therefore,  lay 
it  down  that  a  blockade  did  exist  till  the  operations  of  the  forces 
were  actually  directed  against  Guadaloupe  in  April. 

It  would  be  necessary  for  me,  however,  to  go  much  further,  and 
to  say  that  I  am  satisfied  also  that  the  parties  had  knowledge  of 
it:  but  this  is  expressly  denied  by  the  master.  He  went  in  without 
obstruction.  Mr.  Incledon's  statement  of  his  belief  of  the  notoriety 
of  the  blockade  is  not  such  evidence  as  will  alone  be  sufficient  to 
convince  me  of  it.  With  respect  to  the  shipment  of  the  cargo,  it 
does  not  appear  exactly  xmder  what  circumstances  or  what  time  it 
was  taken  in :  I  shall  therefore  dismiss  this  part  of  the  case. 

The  case  being  on  the  first  point  pronounced  a  case  of  restitu- 
tion, a  second  point  arises  out  of  the  recapture  of  the  property  by 
the  French ;  and  the  question  is,  Whether  the  original  captors  are 
exonerated  of  their  responsibility  to  the  American  claimants  P    It 

R.  F 
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1798        is  to  be  observed  that  at  the  time  of  recapture  America  was  a 

-^^^  ^^'      neutral  country,  and  in  amity  with  France.    I  premise  this  fact  as 

ThbBetskt.   an  important  oiroumstance  in  one  part  of  the  case;  but  the  prin- 

Sir  "W.  Soott.   cipal  points  for  our  consideration  are,  Whether  the  possession  of 

the  original  captors  was  in  its  commencement  a  legal  bond  fide 

possession  ?  and,  2ndly,  Whether  such  a  possession,  being  just  in  its 

commencement,  became  afterwards,  by  any  subsequent  conduct  of 

the  captors,  tortious  and  illegal  P  for  on  both  these  points  the  law 

is  clear,  ^^  that  a  honA  fide  possessor  is  not  responsible  for  casualties ; 

but  that  he  may,  by  subsequent  misconduct,  forfeit  the  protection 

of  his  fair  title,  and  render  himself  liable  to  be  considered  as  a 

trespasser  from  the  beginning."    This  is  the  law,  not  of  this  Court 

only,  but  of  all  Courts,  and  one  of  the  first  principles  of  universal 

jurisprudence. 

The  cases  in  which  it  has  been  particularly  applied  in  this  Court 
have  been  cited  in  the  arguments ;  and  I  will  briefly  advert  to  the 
circumstances  of  them,  as  they  will  afford  much  light  to  direct  us 
in  the  present  case.  The  Nicolas  and  Jan  was  one  of  several  Dutch 
ships  taken  at  St.  Eustatius,  and  sent  home  under  convoy  to  England 
for  adjudication.  In  the  mouth  of  the  Channel  they  were  retaken  by 
the  French  fleet.  There  was  much  neutral  property  on  board, 
sufficiently  docimiented ;  and  in  that  case  a  demand  was  made  on 
behalf  of  a  merchant  of  Hamburg,  for  restitution  in  value  from 
the  original  captor.  It  was  argued,  I  remember,  that  the  captors 
had  wilfully  exposed  the  property  to  danger,  by  bringing  it  home 
whilst  they  might  have  resorted  to  the  Admiralty  Courts  in  the 
West  Indies ;  and,  therefore,  that  the  claimants  were  entitled  to 
demand  indemnification  from  them :  but  on  this  point  the  Court 
was  of  opinion  that,  under  the  dubious  circumstances  in  which  those 
cases  were  involved,  and  under  the  great  pressure  of  important 
concerns  in  which  the  commanders  were  engaged,  they  had  not 
exceeded  the  discretion  which  is  necessarily  intrusted  to  them  by 
the  nature  of  their  command. 

It  was  urged  also  against  the  claimants  in  that  case  that,  since 
the  property  had  been  retaken  by  their  allies,  they  had  a  right  to 
demand  restitution  in  specie  from  them ;  and  on  these  grounds  our 
Courts  rejected  their  claims. 
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In  the  Sendiick  and  Jacob  (a),  also,  the  case  turned  upon  similar        1798 
oonsiderationfl  of  the  nature  of  the  possession.    It  was  a  case  of  a      ^^'  ^^' 


Hamburgese  ship,  taken  erroneously  as  Dutch,  and  retaken  by  a  ThbBbtbbt. 
French  privateer.  In  going  into  Nantes  the  vessel  foundered,  and  sir  "W.  Scott. 
was  lost.  On  demand  for  restitution  against  the  original  British 
oaptor,  the  Lords  of  Appeal  decided  that,  as  it  was  a  seizure  made 
on  unjustifiable  grounds,  the  owners  were  entitled  to  restitution 
from  some  quarter :  that  as  the  French  recaptor  had  a  justifiable 
possession  under  prize  taken  from  his  enemy,  he  was  not  responsible 
for  the  accident  that  had  befallen  the  property  in  his  hands :  that 
if  the  property  had  been  saved,  indeed,  the  claimant  must  have 
looked  for  redress  to  the  justice  of  his  ally  the  French ;  but  since 
that  daim  was  absolutely  extinguished  by  the  loss  of  the  goods, 
the  proprietor  was  entitled  to  his  indemnification  from  the  original 
oaptor.  Under  a  view  of  these  precedents,  we  must  inquire  first 
into  the  nature  of  the  original  seizure  in  the  present  case :  whether 
it  was  so  wrongful  as  to  bring  upon  the  seizor  all  the  consequences 
of  that  strict  responsibility  which  attaches  to  a  tortious  and  unjus- 
tifiable possession  P 

It  has  been  rather  insinuated,  than  affirmed  openly  in  argument, 
that  there  was  anything  wrong  or  unjustifiable  in  the  first  capture ; 
but  it  is  said  the  great  injustice  arises  from  the  detention,  and  from 
that  irregularity  of  conduct  in  the  captors  which  has  put  it  out  of 
the  power  of  the  claimants  to  support  their  claim,  and  obtain 
restitution  from  the  French. 

In  respect  to  the  first  seizure,  although  it  is  admitted  now  that 
there  was  not  a  blockade,  yet  it  must  be  allowed  also,  on  the  other 
side,  that  the  island  of  Qnadaloupe  was  at  that  time  in  a  situation 
extremely  ambiguous  and  critical.  It  could  be  no  secret  in  America 
that  the  British  forces  were  advancing  against  this  island,  and  that 
the  planters  would  be  eager  to  avail  themselves  of  the  interference 
of  neutral  persons  to  screen  and  carry  off  their  property.  Under 
such  a  posture  of  affairs,  therefore,  ships  found  in  the  harbour  of 
Chiadaloupe  must  have  fallen  imder  very  strong  suspicions,  and 
have  become  justiy  liable  to  very  close  examination.  The  suspicion 
besides  would  be  still  farther  aggravated  if  it  appeared,  as  in  this 
case  it  did  appear,  that  those  for  whom  the  ships  were  claimed  kept 

(a)  Lords,  July  21,  1798. 
f2 
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1798         agents  stationed  on  the  island,  and  might,  therefore,  be  supposed 
■^^'  ^^'      to  be  connected  in  character  and  interests  with  the  commerce  of  the 
ThbBetbby.   place.     It  is  true,  indeed,  the  Lords  of  Appeal  have  since  pro- 
Sir  W.  Scott,  nounced  the  island  to  have  been  not  under  blockade,  but  it  was  a 
decision  that  depended  upon  a  greater  nicety  of  legal  discrimina- 
tion than  could  be  required  from  military  persons  engaged  in  the 
command  of  an  arduous  enterprise. 

The  same  considerations  which  justify  the  seizure  apply  also  to 
the  second  charge  of  detention  in  this  case,  for  imder  these  sus- 
picions and  these  doubts  it  was  not  a  slight  examination  of  formal 
papers  that  could  be  deemed  sufficient.  The  captors  were  entitled 
to  reserve  the  property  so  taken  for  legal  adjudication,  and  as  they 
could  not  erect  a  jurisdiction  on  the  spot,  so  neither  were  they  at 
leisure  then  to  send  the  cases  to  distant  Courts.  The  first  capture 
was  made  April  13th,  the  recapture  took  place  so  early  as  the 
2nd  of  June  following ;  there  was  an  interval  but  of  six  weeks. 
The  French  were,  as  the  subsequent  event  proves,  in  great  force  in 
those  parts ;  the  commanders  had  much  to  occupy  their  attention ; 
the  number  of  vessels  taken  under  these  circumstances  was  very 
considerable,  and  therefore  it  is  not  to  be  mentioned  as  an  injurious 
or  unnecessary  delay  that  in  six  weeks  so  employed  no  means  were 
found  to  bring  the  ships  to  adjudication. 

But,  it  is  said,  the  irregular  proceedings  of  the  captors  have 
rendered  them  liable  to  the  strictest  responsibility.  Now  on  this 
point  I  must  distinctly  lay  it  down,  that  the  irregularities  to 
produce  this  effect  must  have  been  such  as  would  justly  prevent 
restitution  by  the  French.  If  such  a  case  could  be  supported,  I 
will  admit  there  might  then  be  just  groimds  for  resorting  to  the 
British  captor  for  indemnification,  but  till  this  is  proved  the 
responsibility  which  lies  on  recaptors  to  restore  the  property  of 
allies  and  neutrals  will  be  held  by  these  Courts  to  exonerate  the 
original  captors. 

What,  then,  has  been  the  nature  of  these  irregularities  P  It  is 
said  that  the  masters  and  proprietors  were  sent  away  from  their 
ships,  and,  therefore,  that  there  was  no  one  to  apply  for  restitution 
at  the  time  of  recapture.  But  what  was  there  to  prevent  them 
from  making  these  applications  afterwards  ?  Are  the  French  more 
than  the  English  Courts  exempted  from  making  subsequent  restitu- 
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tionP    They  hold,  indeed,  that  possession  of  twenty-four  hours        1798 
will  convert  the  property  of  prize ;  but  this  is  not  applicable  to  a      "^^^  ^^' 


neutral  vessel.  So  strongly  did  the  maritime  jurisprudence  of  ThbBktsbt. 
ancient  France  consider  neutral  property  to  be  in  a  state  of  sir  W.  Soott. 
absolute  inviolability,  that  no  salvage  was  allowed  on  retaking 
neutral  vessels,  on  the  supposition  that  no  service  had  been 
rendered  to  them.  Such  was  the  language  of  their  law,  and  there- 
fore no  bar  to  restitution  can  have  arisen  from  the  impossibility  of 
making  immediate  application. 

It  is  said,  further,  that  the  papers  were  all  thrown  confusedly 
together,  by  which  it  was  put  out  of  the  power  of  the  claimants  to 
produce  that  proof  and  those  documents  which  the  Courts  of 
France  require. 

I  know  it  was  a  maxim  of  the  French  law,  and  a  maxim  not 
deficient  in  justice,  that  if  in  time  of  war  a  ship  is  found  sailing 
about  the  world  without  any  credentials  of  character,  she  is  liable 
to  confiscation.  But  if  a  just  reason  could  be  given  for  this  defect; 
if  accident  or  force  could  be  shown  to  have  stripped  her  of  these 
documents,  can  it  be  conceived  that  the  general  rule  would  be 
applied  to  such  a  case  P  Unless  the  Courts  of  France  have  renounced 
every  principle  of  justice,  such  a  consequence  could  not  have  ensued 
from  the  want  of  documents  in  these  cases,  and  therefore  it  is  not 
in  reason  to  be  presumed.  Supposing  these  irregularities  to  have 
existed,  and  in  the  censurable  degree  which  this  argument  imputes 
to  them,  they  have  not  in  any  manner  taken  off  the  obligation 
which  the  French  lie  under  to  restore  this  property.  I  must 
determine  that  they  would  not,  under  any  proceedings  of  justice, 
have  prevented  restitution  from  the  French, 

On  no  other  ground  can  the  proprietors  be  entitled  to  daim  it 
from  the  British.  If  the  neutral  has  sustained  any  injury,  it 
proceeds  not  from  the  British  but  from  the  French ;  and  there  is 
no  reason  that  British  captors  should  pay  for  French  injustice.  I 
must  pronounce  the  protest  to  be  well  founded,  and  the  captors  to 
be  discharged  from  any  further  proceedings. 
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102.] 

Capture — Neutral  Ship^Purchase  from  Enemy  in  Time  of  War — De/ed  of 
Proof—  Condemnation, 

The  purchase  of  an  enemy's  vessel  in  time  of  war  is  liable  to  great 
suspicion :  the  suspicion  is  increased  when  the  asserted  neutral  purchaser 
appears  to  be  personally  residing  in  the  enemy's  country  at  the  time  of 
sale  of  ship.    Condemned  on  want  of  proof. 

1798  This  was  a  case  of  a  ship  and  cargo  ordered  for  further  proof  on 

X/tff.     19.  A  « 

a  former  day. 


Sir  W.  Scott. — This  is  a  ship  asserted  to  have  been  purchased 
by  an  American  in  France  during  the  war.  Such  purchases 
have  been  allowed  to  be  legal,  but  they  will  always  be  open  to 
much  suspicion.  The  Court  will  always  feel  it  to  be  its  duty  to 
look  into  them  with  great  jealousy,  and  it  will  do  this  strictly, 
even  in  purchases  made  under  commission  for  neutrals  resident  in 
their  own  country.  But  the  suspicion  will  be  stiU  farther  in- 
creased,  and  the  Court  will  exert  its  utmost  power  of  research, 
where  it  appears  that  the  pretended  neutral  purchaser  was  a  person 
then  resident  in  France ;  for  the  Court  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the 
necessity  which  the  French  have  felt  of  covering  their  trade,  nor 
of  the  system  of  collusion  practised  for  that  purpose.  But  still 
greater  suspicion  will  arise  if  the  ship  so  purchased  immediately 
engages  in  the  commerce  of  France,  and  continues  in  the  hands  of 
the  French  proprietors. 

Attending  to  these  considerationsi  let  us  examine  this  purchase, 
asserted  to  have  been  made  at  Bordeaux,  in  May,  1796,  by  a  person 
then  in  France,  by  Mr.  Dunn,  the  present  master,  and  let  us  see 
what  has  been  her  employment.  She  had  made  one  voyage  before 
this,  according  to  the  master's  account,  from  Bordeaux  to  Hamburg, 
with  wines ;  a  destination  perfectly  neutral,  although  not,  as  we 
might  naturally  have  expected,  to  her  own  country.  But  is  this 
true  ?  All  the  other  witnesses  say,  "  they  went  from  Bordeaux  to 
Brest,"  and  this  account  is  also  confirmed  by  what  appears  in  a 
paper  found  on  board. 

Now,  I  ask,  this  fact  being  proved,  that  she  was  engaged  in  the 
navigation  of  France,  to  a  port  of  naval  equipment  with  supplies. 
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to  the  nature  of  which  I  oannot  be  inattentiye :  what  ia  the  oonse-        i798 
quenoe  P    It  leads  immediately  to  this  conclusion :  that  the  master      ^^'  ^^' 
is  a  person  discredited,  and  not  entitled  to  any  belief ;  for  it  is  a  Thb  Bhekok. 
point  on  which  he  conld  not  err  by  mere  mistake.    It  cannot  be  said  Sir  W.  Soott. 
here  (as  it  is  sometimes  said)  that  he  was  ignorant  of  the  language 
in  which  he  was  examined.     English  is  his  vernacular  tongue ; 
and  when  he  swears  that  his  last  voyage  was  to   Hamburg,  he 
swears  to  that  which  he  knows  to  be  false. 

The  employment  of  a  vessel  is,  in  limine^  a  point  very  proper  for 
inquiry ;  for  it  may  impress  a  national  character,  and  must  at  all 
events  in  such  a  case  as  this  very  much  elucidate  the  transaction. 
As  to  the  property, — one  witness,  Mr.  Alliston,  says,  "  he  believes 
Ghanon,  a  person  at  Bordeaux,  to  be  the  owner,  because  he  came 
often  on  board,  and  acted  as  owner ;  and  because,  on  the  mis- 
behaviour of  a  Lascar  sailor,  complaint  was  made  to  Mr. 
Ghanon."  Other  witnesses  ^'believe  Dunn  to  have  been  the 
owner ; "  but  they  give  no  reason  for  their  belief. 

The  documents  were  deficient,  there  was  no  bill  of  sale ;  the 
vessel  had  been  a  prize  ship ;  yet  there  was  no  proof  of  condemna- 
tion. The  only  documentary  evidence  that  was  on  board  was  a 
certificate  of  property,  on  oath,  before  the  American  Consul,  Mr. 
Fenwick,  a  person  whose  office  is  highly  respectable ;  but  men  in 
office  must  themselves  respect  the  duties  of  that  office,  if  they  mean 
that  it  should  entitle  them  to  the  respect  of  others ;  and  it  has 
appeared  in  some  cases  that  Mr.  Fenwick  has  not  been  always  very 
correct  in  the  recollection  of  this  important  truth.  So  circimi- 
stanced,  the  case  originally  stood  very  naked  of  proof ;  and  the 
Court  gave  the  parties  an  opportunity  of  bringing  further  evidence, 
both  as  to  the  national  character  and  the  property  of  the  vessel. 

Now,  1st,  wherever  it  appears  that  the  purchaser  was  in  France, 
he  must  explain  the  circumstances  of  his  residence  there ;  the  pre- 
sumption arising  from  his  residence  is,  that  he  is  there  animo 
manendiy  and  it  lies  on  him  to  explain  it ;  and  2ndly,  to  satisfy  the 
Court  fully  on  this  business,  the  claimant  ought  to  be  prepared  to 
meet  the  presumption  which  arises,  as  to  the  property,  on  the  face 
of  the  transaction ;  and  which  is  confirmed  by  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
ABiston.  This  he  was  bound  to  accomplish.  In  what  manner  is  it 
performed  P    He  swears  ^^that  he  resided  at  Boston  fourteen 
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1798         years,  when  at  home ; "  but  he  does  not  say  how  often  he  had 
^^'  ^^'      been  at  home.    He  then  states ,  "  that  being  at  Bordeaux  in  1796," 


Thb  Bbbnow,  &o.  ;  but  he  does  not  say  how  long  he  had  been  there :  he  might 
Sir  W.  Soott.  have  lived  there  a  long  time.  The  onus  probandiy  I  have  said,  lay 
upon  him ;  and  the  presumption  is  not  rebutted  by  the  asserted 
residence  of  his  wife  and  family  at  Boston.  It  is  said,  his  wife 
lives  in  America ;  but  he  may  have  been  in  Europe  during  the  war, 
engaged  in  the  trade  of  Frtmce ;  and,  if  so,  such  an  occupation 
would  supersede  his  pretended  neutral  character. 

The  account  then  states  '^  that  part  of  the  purchaBe-money  was 
paid,  and  the  rest  was  to  be  paid  on  his  return  from  his  first 
voyage."  This  is  represented  as  an  excuse  for  his  return  to 
Bordeaux,  to  which  place  he  was  to  return  whether  he  obtained  a 
freight  or  not;  but  his  return  appears  not  to  have  been  for  ane  time 
singly,  and,  besides,  it  cannot  account  from  his  strange  deviation 
from  truth  in  his  depositions.  ^'  On  his  return  to  Bordeaux  he 
brought  some  papers  on  board  from  his  lodgings,"  so  that  he 
appears  to  have  had  a  continued  residence  there  during  the  interval 
of  his  voyages.  Under  these  circiqiGLstances,  I  cannot  say  I  am 
satisfied.  I  do  not  mean  to  lay  down  so  harsh  a  rule  as  that  two 
voyages  from  France  shall  make  a  man  a  Frenchman.  I  do  not 
say  that.  But  this  claimant  being  called  upon  for  further  proof, 
and  having  an  opportunity  given  to  him  of  making  out  his  case  in 
a  satisfactory  manner,  I  must  say  he  has  not  done  it. 

With  respect  to  the  sale,  the  evidence  produced  consists  only  of 
a  formal  bill  of  sale,  in  which  Chanon,  the  person  mentioned  by 
Mr.  Alliston,  is  the  vendor,  and  of  a  note  given  by  the  master  to 
pay  part  on  his  return,  and  of  a  receipt  How  are  these  verified  P 
It  is  said,  '^  by  the  signatures  of  American  houses."  All  that  they 
attest  is  that  their  signatures  a£Sxed  are  true ;  but  as  to  the  trans- 
action, they  do  not  take  upon  themselves  to  verify  that.  It  is  not 
my  business  to  say  what  precise  proof  a  man  is  to  bring  to  verify  a 
purchase ;  but  it  might  have  been  some  satisfaction  if  the  American 
houses  had  certified  their  belief  of  a  bond  fide  transaction.  The 
claimant  might  have  shown  his  funds.  I  do  not  know  that  the 
enemy  vendor's  attestation  might  not  have  been  received,  valeat 
quantum  valere  potest,  or  there  might  have  been  some  negoliation 
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Bhown.    As  it  is,  it  all  stands  on  Mr.  Dunn's  affidavit ;  and  when  I        1798 
look  back  to  his  misstatement  of  the  destination,  I  cannot  say  that      ^^'  ^^' 
he  makes  full  faith  for  such  a  public  instrument.  The  Bbbnon. 

I  need  not  look  to  the  other  part  of  the  case,  to  the  employment  sirW.  Scott. 
of  the  vessel.  I  am  disposed  to  give  him  the  benefit  of  the  admis- 
sion that  the  employment  of  this  vessel  would  not  be  sufficient  to 
bind  upon  it  a  French  character.  What  shall  I  do  then  ?  Shall  I 
order  further  proof  ?  It  is  enough  to  have  permitted  it  once,  the 
party  having  had  a  full  opportunity  of  proving  his  claim ;  and 
having  failed  to  satisfy  the  Court,  it  is  time  to  shut  the  door. 

With  respect  to  the  cargo  the  Court  must  have  further  satisfac- 
tion. In  the  original  evidence  there  was  a  bill  of  lading  expressing 
account  and  risk  of  the  claimant.  One  witness  says,  "Peters  of 
Bordeaux  was  the  lader,  and  that  the  goods  were  to  be  delivered  at 
Hamburg  for  his  account  and  risk,  as  he  believes.  That  Peters  said 
to  him,  when  he  expressed  fears  that  it  might  be  French  property, 
it  was  hisy  and  he  was  as  good  a  neutral  as  himself.''  This  is  the 
account  of  one  witness,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  reason  to  induce 
him  to  swear  falsely.  Another  witness,  Mr.  Alliston,  believes  the 
cargo  was  to  be  delivered  at  St.  Malo. 

The  proof  now  produced  is  such  as,  it  is  said,  would  be  held  good 
in  ordinary  cases.  It  consists  of  attestations,  letters  of  orders  and 
advice,  invoices,  and  bills  of  lading,  but  in  cases  so  particularly  cir- 
cumstanced something  more  must  be  required ;  it  is  possible  that 
there  might  be  such  documents  as  these  if  the  transaction  was 
fictitious.  There  is  a  reference  made  to  a  letter  of  the  25th  of  June  : 
I  have  a  curiosity  to  see  that.  The  insurance  would  throw  some 
light  on  the  destination :  if  there  was  none  made,  that  may  be 
certified. 

Ship  condemned.     Further  proof  ordered  of  the  cargo. 

The  King^s  Advocate  prayed  that  there  might  be  attestations  of 
the  confidential  clerks. 

Court. — ^I  have  no  objection.    It  is  a  case  loaded  with  suspicion. 
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[1  c.^^b.  THE  DANOKEBAAR  AFMCAAN. 

Capture — Ship — Change  of  Character  in  transitu. 

Property  sent  from  a  hostile  colony  cannot  cliange  its  character  in 
transiiut  although  the  owners  become  British  subjects  by  capitulation 
before  capture. 

1798  This  was  a  case  of  a  Dutch  ship  bound  from  Batavia  to  Holland, 

'^'  ^^'  and  taken  on  the  16th  of  November,  1795.  On  coming  to  the 
Cape  of  Qood  Hope  a  claim  was  given  on  the  part  of  Q-oetz  and 
Yos,  inhabitants  of  the  Gape,  who  had  then  become  subjects  of  the 
Crown  of  Gh:^at  Britain.  The  cargo  had  been  delivered  to  them  on 
bail  to  answer  adjudication. 

Fox  the  captors,  the  King^s  Advocate, 

For  the  claimant,  Laurence. 

Sir  W.  Soott. — ^I  am  of  opinion  that  this  is  a  decided  case  on 
the  authority  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  Negotie  en  Zevaart  {a).  I 
remember  that  case  well,  having  been  junior  counsel  in  it,  and 
having  attended  much  to  it,  as  there  was  much  difference  of  opinion 
respecting  it  in  the  Court  below. 

It  was  the  case  of  a  ship  sailing  from  Demerara  to  Middlebourg 
in  Holland,  on  the  30th  of  January,  1781,  about  six  weeks  after 
the  declaration  of  hostilities  against  Holland.  Demerara  surren- 
dered to  the  British  forces  on  the  14th  of  March,  and  the  capture 
was  made  on  the  25th. 

The  terms  of  capitulation  were  very  favourable  :  "  The  inhabi- 
tants were  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance;  to  be  permitted  to  export 
their  own  property,  and  to  be  treated  in  all  respects  like  British 
subjects,  till  his  Majesty's  pleasure  could  be  known ; "  and  although 
this  was  in  the  first  instance  only  under  the  proclamation  of  the 
captor,  still,  that  being  accepted,  it  took  complete  effect.  These 
terms  were  afterwards  confirmed  by  the  King.  There  was,  there- 
fore,  in  that  case  as  strong  a  promise  of  protection  as  could  be,  and 
recognised  and  confirmed  by  the  supreme  authority  of  the  State. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  Judge  of  the  Admiiallj  thought 

(a)  Lords,  July  18,  1782. 


I 


SirW.  Soott. 
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the  olaim  so  strong  that  he  aotually  restored :  and  it  was  not  his        i798 
opinion  alone.  ^^'  ^^' 

On  appeal,  however,  the  Lords  were  of  opinion  that  property  thb 
sailing  after  declaration  of  hostilities,  but  before  a  capitulation,  ^^^^^ 
and  taken  on  the  voyage,  was  not  protected  by  the  intermediate 
capitulation.  It  was  not  determined  on  any  ground  of  illegal 
trade,  nor  on  any  surmise,  that  when  the  owners  became  British 
subjects  the  trade  in  which  the  property  was  embarked  became, 
ex  post  facto  J  illegal ;  nor  was  it  at  all  taken  into  consideration  that 
Demerara  had  again  become  a  Dutch  colony  at  the  time  of  adju- 
dication. It  was  declared  to  be  adjudged  on  the  same  principles 
as  if  the  cause  had  come  on  at  the  time  of  capture.  It  was  not  on 
any  of  these  grounds,  but  simply  on  the  ground  of  Dutch  property, 
that  condemnation  passed  in  that  case.  I  remember  a  dictum  of  a 
great  law  Lord  then  present,  Lord  Camden,  ^'  that  the  ship,  as 
Dutch,  could  not  change  her  character  in  transitu,*^ 

This  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  must  be  binding  on  me, 
unless  there  are  in  the  present  case  any  distinctions  that  take  it 
out  of  the  law  of  that  decision.  The  distinctions  made  are :  1st, 
that  the  colony  in  this  case  was  not  hostile ;  and,  2ndly,  that  the 
ship  was  not  going  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  but  that  she  was 
coming  first  to  the  Cape  into  the  hands  of  the  owners,  now  become 
British  subjects,  and  that  they  would  have  altered  the  ulterior 
destination  to  Holland. 

On  the  first  point,  that  Holland  was  not  hostile,  it  is  enough 
that  hostilities  have  since  followed,  and  with  a  retrospective 
operation.  The  state  of  affairs  was  at  that  time  at  best  but  very 
doubtful;  and  all  property  taken  during  that  doubtful  state  of 
things  has  been  since  condemned ;  but  it  is  said  that,  although 
Holland  has  become  hostile,  the  Cape  has  not.  If  it  could  be 
proved  that  the  colony  adhered  to  the  old  government,  it  might 
entitle  them  to  be  exempted  from  this  hostile  character ;  but  that 
is  not  shown,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  presume  it.  They  surren- 
dered as  Dutch  subjects,  and,  therefore,  there  is  no  pretence  now 
to  contend  for  a  different  character. 

The  other  distinction  is,  that  this  property  was  coming  to  the 
hands  of  the  owners,  whilst  in  the  Demerara  case  it  was 
gone  from  them,  and  must  have  fallen  into  the  possession  of  the 
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17M         mother  ooimtry;   but  there  is  no  decided  proof  that  this  ship 
_?!!li®_  was  coming  to  the  Cape,  and,  if  so,  she  is  stiU  to  be  considered  as 


Thb  taken  merely  in  transitu  towards  Holland,  where  the  voyage  was 
Afbioaak.  dearly  to  have  ended ;  and  in  what  character  ?— As  a  Dutch  ship, 
3irW.  Soott.  ^  ^  Dutch  port.  If  the  vessel  had  arrived  at  the  Cape,  I  will  not 
say,  that  coming  actually  into  the  hands  of  the  capitulants,  she 
might  not  have  been  protected  as  property  in  possession ;  but  being 
taken  before  she  arrived  there,  as  Dutch  property,  I  am  bound 
down  by  the  decision  of  the  Lords,  and  I  think  myself  obliged  to 
say  that  her  character  could  not  be  changed  in  tramitUy  and  that 
she  must  be  condemned  8U9  Dutch  property. 


[1  c.  Eob.  THE  JUFFEOUW  ANNA. 

125.] 

Practice — Further  Proof— Refusal — Evidence  of  Fraud, 

Where  further  proof  is  necessary  by  the  practice  of  the  Court,  it 
will  not  be  allowed  to  persons  convicted  of  fraudulent  conduct,  or 
departing  from  a  fair  neutral  character. 

1799  This  was  a  case  of  a  ship  asserted  to  have  been  purchased  in  the 

*^'^^'  ^^'      enemy's  country. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — ^This  is  a  ship  which  appears,  by  the  depositions 
of  the  master,  to  have  been  an  English  prize,  purchased  in  France. 

There  is  no  bill  of  sale  on  board :  whoever  the  neutral  claimant 
is,  he  must  be  subject,  therefore,  to  further  proof.  A  claim  has 
been  given  for  Mr.  Escherausen,  of  Embden,  but  not  till  eight 
months  had  elapsed,  which  is  an  extraordinary  eiroumstauoe,  as  he 
could  not  be  so  long  ignorant  of  the  capture ;  and  although  the 
Court  cannot  say  the  claimant  is  out  of  time,  it  has  some  right 
to  inquire  how  it  happens  that  there  has  been  such  neglect  of 
ordinary  diligence. 

Mr.  Escherausen  claims  simply  for  himself ;  but  the  pass,  which 
is  the  only  paper  translated,  describes  the  vessel  to  be  the  pro- 
perty of  two  persons :  if  that  was  the  case  the  claim  should  have 
been  specific.  It  is  besides  observable  that  it  undertakes  to 
describe  the  voyage,  but  runs  only  in  this  vague  form:   from 
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to  .     This  is  an  omiflsion  which  I   hope  I  shall  not        1799 

flee  again,  as  the  destination  is  a  very  material  circumstance  to  ' 


be  known.  Thb  Juf- 

These   are   unfavourable   circumstances;   but   independent   of 


these,  it  would  be  a  case  for  further  proof,  as' the  papers  are 
false.  The  master  says,  ^'  he  took  possession  of  the  ship  at  Dun- 
kirk " ;  the  master's  residence  was  at  Ostend,  and  all  the  crew 
were  hired  at  Ostend.  She  sails  to  Nantes,  and  there  takes  in  the 
oargo,  which  was  on  board  at  the  time  of  capture.  Now,  what 
was  the  destination  P  It  is  represented  by  the  master  to  have  been 
alternative,  and  to  have  been  left  to  his  discretion  to  go  either  to 
Ostend  or  Hamburg ;  but  the  papers  represent  Hamburg  jw  the 
sole  destination.  To  make  a  voyage  fairly  alternative,  it  should 
appear  on  the  papers  to  be  so,  for  otherwise  it  must  mislead  the 
cruisers  of  the  belligerent  countries,  and  prevent  them  from  form- 
ing a  right  judgment  of  their  case.  The  orders  were,  it  appears, 
"  to  go  to  Ostend,  if  not  obstructed  by  British  cruisers." 

The  master  was  to  use  his  best  endeavour  to  get  to  Ostend,  and 
only  to  take  another  destination  if  he  should  be  prevented  from 
accomplishing  the  first.  This  is  scarcely  to  be  considered  as  an 
alternative  destination ;  and  besides,  all  the  papers  point  to  Ham- 
burg only.  I  think,  therefore,  there  is  in  all  these  circumstances 
a  malaxes  in  this  case ;  and  if  so,  the  rule  which  I  have  laid  down 
must  apply  to  it.  The  party  cannot  be  allowed  to  go  into  further 
proof.  It  is  scarcely  possible  that  it  should  have  been  a  fair  trans- 
action ;  a  suspension  of  the  claim  for  eight  months,  the  false 
representation  of  the  claimant,  the  direct  employment  of  the  vessel 
in  the  enemy's  trade,  and  false  papers,  convince  me  it  must  be  a 
fraudulent  case ;  and  therefore  I  feel  no  hesitation  to  condemn. 


SirW.  Scott. 
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[1  c.  Eob.  THE  FLAD  OYEN  (a). 

135.] 

Becapture — Hostile  Prize  Court  in  Neutral  Port — Condemnation — Invalidity 
of  Proceedings, 

An  enemy  cannot  legally  establish  a  Prize  Court  in  neutral  territory. 
Therefore,  when  an  English  ship  was  captured  by  the  French  and  taken 
to  Bergen,  and  condemned  there  by  the  French  consul  and  sold,  she  waa 
deemed  not  to  haye  been  legally  condenmed.  The  ship  was  on  recapture 
restored  to  the  former  owner  on  payment  of  salyage. 

1799  This  was  a  case  of  an  English  prize  ship  carried  into  a  neutral 

Jan    IB  t>  A  * 

'     '      country,  and  there  sold,  under  a  sentence  of  condemnation  by  the 
French  Consul. 

The  claim  was  given  on  behalf  of  the  purchaser,  a  Danish 
merchant. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — ^This  is  the  case  of  a  ship  taken  by  a  French 
privateer,  and  carried  into  the  port  of  Bergen,  in  Norway,  where  it 
appears  she  underwent  a  sort  of  process,  which  terminated  in  a 
sentence  of  condemnation,  pronounced  by  the  French  Consul ;  and 
under  that  sentence  she  is  asserted  to  have  been  transferred  to  the 
present  neutral  proprietor. 

• 

[The  Court  found  on  the  facts  that  there  had  been  no  actual 
transfer.] 

But  another  question  has  arisen  in  this  case,  upon  which  a  great 
deal  of  argument  has  been  employed;  namely,  whether  the 
sentence  of  condemnation  which  was  pronounced  by  the  French 
Consul  is  of  such  legal  authority  as  to  transfer  the  vessel,  sup- 
posing the  purchase  to  have  been  hoiiA  fide  made  P  I  directed  the 
counsel  for  the  claimants  to  begin ;  because,  the  sentence  being  of 
a  species  altogether  new,  it  lay  upon  them  to  prove  that  it  was 
nevertheless  a  legal  one. 

It  has  frequently  been  said  that  it  is  the  peculiar  doctrine  of  the 
law  of  England  to  require  a  sentence  of  condemnation  as  necessary 
to  transfer  the  property  of  prize;  and  that  according  to  the 
practice  of  some  nations  tweniy-f  our  hours,  and  according  to  the 
practice  of  others  bringing  infra  presidiay  is  authority  enough  to 

(a)  This  decision  was  followed  in  in  the  Kierligheit,  posty  p.  258 ;  re- 
Hie  Perseverance,  Nov.  22,  1799,  and     portedontheqnestion  of  amelioration. 


THE  FLAD  OYEN.  79 

convert  the  prize.    I  take  that  to  be  not  quite  correct,  for  I  appro-        1799 
hend  that  by  the  general  practice  of  the  law  of  nations  a  sentence      ^^'  ^^' 


of  condemnation  is  at  present  deemed  generally  necessary;  and     ThbFl4d 

that  a  neutral  purchaser  in  Europe,  during  war,  does  look  to  the        ' 

legal  sentence  of  condemnation  as  one  of  the  title  deeds  of  the  Sir  w.  Scott, 
ship  if  he  buys  a  prize  vessel.  I  believe  there  is  no  instance  in 
which  a  man  having  purchased  a  prize  vessel  of  a  belligerent  has 
thought  himself  quite  secure  in  making  that  purchase  merely 
because  the  ship  had  been  in  the  enemy's  possession  twenty-four 
hours,  or  carried  infra  prestdia  ;  the  contrary  has  been  more  generally 
held,  and  the  instrument  of  condemnation  is  amongst  those  docu- 
ments which  are  most  universally  produced  by  a  neutral  purchaser ; 
that  if  she  has  been  taken  as  prize,  it  should  appear  also  that  she 
has  been,  in  a  proper  judicial  form,  subjected  to  adjudication. 

Now,  in  what  form  have  these  adjudications  constantly  ap' 
peared  ?  They  are  the  sentences  of  Courts  acting  and  exercising 
their  functions  in  the  belligerent  country ;  and  it  is  for  the  very 
first  time  in  the  world,  that  in  the  year  1799  an  attempt  is  made  to 
impose  upon  the  Court  a  sentence  of  a  tribimal  not  existing  in  the 
belligerent  country,  but  of  a  person  pretending  to  be  authorised 
within  the  dominions  of  a  neutral  country ;  in  my  opinion,  if  it 
could  be  shown  that,  regarding  mere  speculative  general  princi- 
ples, such  a  condemnation  ought  to  be  deemed  sufficient;  that 
would  not  be  enough,  more  must  be  proved ;  it  must  be  shown 
that  it  is  conformable  to  the  usage  and  practice  of  nations. 

A  great  part  of  the  law  of  nations  stands  on  no  other  founda- 
tion ;  it  is  introduced,  indeed,  by  general  principles ;  but  it  travels 
with  those  general  principles  only  to  a  certain  extent,  and,  if  it  stops 
there,  you  are  not  at  liberty  to  go  further,  and  to  say  that  mere 
general  speculations  would  bear  you  out  in  a  further  progress; 
thus,  for  instance,  on  mere  general  principles  it  is  lawful  to  destroy 
your  enemy,  and  mere  general  principles  make  no  great  difPerence 
as  to  the  manner  by  which  this  is  to  be  effected ;  but  the  con- 
ventional law  of  mankind,  which  is  evidenced  in  their  practice, 
does  make  a  distinction,  and  allows  some,  and  prohibits  other, 
modes  of  destruction ;  and  a  belligerent  is  bound  to  confine  himself 
to  those  modes  which  the  common  practice  of  mankind  has  em- 
ployed, and  to  relinquish  those  which  the  same  practice  has  not 
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1799         brought  within  the  ordinary  exercise  of  war,  however  sanctioned 
^"'  ^  •      by  its  principles  and  purposes. 


Thb  Flad         Now,  it  having  been  the  constant  usage  that  the  tribunals  of 
— '       the  law  of  nations  in  these  matters  shall  exercise  their  functions 


Sir  W.  Scott. 


within  the  belligerent  country,  if  it  was  proved  to  me  in  the 
clearest  manner  that  on  mere  general  theory  such  a  tribunal 
might  act  in  the  neutral  coimtry,  I  must  take  my  stand  on  the 
ancient  and  imiversal  practice  of  mankind,  and  say  that  as  far  as 
that  practice  has  gone  I  am  willing  to  go;  and  where  it  has 
thought  proper  to  stop,  there  I  must  stop  likewise. 

It  is  my  duty  not  to  admit  that  because  one  nation  has  thought 
proper  to  depart  from  the  common  usage  of  the  world,  and  to  treat 
the  notice  of  mankind  in  a  new  and  unprecedented  manner,  that 
I  am  on  that  account  imder  the  necessity  of  acknowledging  the 
efficacy  of  such  a  novel  institution,  merely  because  general  theory 
might  give  it  a  degree  of  countenance  independent  of  all  practice 
from  the  earliest  history  of  mankind.  The  institution  must 
conform  to  the  text  law  and  likewise  to  the  constant  usage  upon 
the  matter ;  and  when  I  am  told  that  before  the  present  war  no 
sentence  of  this  kind  has  ever  been  produced  in  the  annals  of 
mankind,  and  that  it  is  produced  by  one  nation  only  in  this  war, 
I  require  nothing  more  to  satisfy  me  that  it  is  the  duty  of  this 
Court  to  reject  such  a  sentence  as  inadmissible. 

Having  thus  declared  that  there  must  be  an  antecedent  usage 
upon  the  subject,  I  should  think  myself  justified  in  dismissing  this 
matter  ^thout  entering  into  any  further  discussion.  But  even  if 
we  look  further,  I  see  no  sufficient  groxind  to  say  that  on  mere 
general  principles  such  a  sentence  could  be  sustained.  Proceedings 
upon  prize  are  proceedings  in  rem ;  and  it  is  presumed  that  the 
body  and  substance  of  the  thing  is  in  the  country  which  has  to 
exercise  the  jurisdiction.  I  have  not  heard  any  instances  quoted 
to  the  contrary,  excepting  in  a  very  few  cases  which  have  been 
urged,  argumentatively,  in  the  way  which  is  technically  called 
ad  hominemy  being  cases  of  condenmations  of  British  prizes  carried 
into  the  ports  of  Lisbon  and  Leghorn;  but  in  those  the  condemna- 
tions were  pronounced  by  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty  in  England. 
The  only  cases  are  of  two  ships  carried  into  foreign  ports  and 
condemned  in  England  by  this  Court;  the  very  infrequency  of 


Sip  "W.  Scott. 
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8uoh  a  practice  shows  the  irregularity  of  it.    Upon  oases  in  the        1799 

practice  of  other  nations  antecedent  to  the  present  war  the  adyocates ! ! 

have  been  sUent.  ^  ^"^^ 

Now,  as  to  these  condemnations  of  prizes  carried  to  Lisbon  and 
Leghorn,  it  has  been  said  that  if  the  Courts  of  Gbeat  Britain 
Tenture  this  degree  of  irregularity  other  countries  have  a  right  to 
go  farther.  That  consequence  I  deny.  The  true  mode  of  cor- 
recting the  irregular  practice  of  a  nation  is  by  protesting  against 
it,  and  by  inducing  that  coimtry  to  reform  it.  It  is  monstrous  to 
suppose  that  because  one  coimtry  has  been  guilty  of  an  irregularity 
every  other  country  is  let  loose  from  the  law  of  nations,  and  is  at 
liberty  to  assume  as  much  as  it  thinks  fit. 

XTpon  these  ports  of  Lisbon  and  Leghorn  it  is  to  be  remarked 
that  they  have  a  peculiar  and  discriminate  character,  a  character 
that  to  a  certain  degree  assimilates  them  to  British  ports.  The 
British  exist  there  in  a  distinct  character  under  the  protection  of 
peculiar  treaties;  and  with  respect  to  Portugal,  those  treaties  go  so 
far  as  to  engage  that  if  a  ship  belonging  to  one  country  shall  be 
brought  by  its  enemy  into  the  ports  of  another,  which  happens  to  be 
at  peace,  this  neutral  country  shall  be  boimd  to  seize  that  ship  and 
restore  it  to  its  ally.  To  be  sure  no  coyenant  can  have  more  than 
the  effect  of  giving  the  ports  of  England  and  Portugal  a  reciprocal 
relation  of  a  very  peculiar  sort — ^to  make  the  British  ports  Portu- 
guese ports,  and  the  Portuguese  ports  British  ports  to  a  certain 
degree.  Now,  imless  I  am  given  to  understand  that  peculiar 
treaties  between  France  and  Denmark  have  impressed  such  a 
distinctive  character  upon  the  port  of  Bergen,  I  cannot  allow  that 
it  can  be  considered,  on  the  mere  footing  of  general  neutrality,  to 
be  a  French  port,  exactiy  in  the  same  manner  in  which  London 
may  be  considered  as  a  Portuguese  port  or  Lisbon  as  a  British 
port. 

But  supposing  this  possible,  still  it  would  not  follow  that  such 
condemnations  could  be  pleaded  as  authorities  in  the  present  case ; 
because,  in  the  first  place,  the  validity  of  such  condemnations 
themselves  may  be  the  subject  of  reasonable  doubt.  For  it  by  no 
means  appears  that  the  enemy  or  neutrals,  who  might  have  an 
interest  in  contesting  tbem,  have  ever  acknowledged  their  validity. 
Whoever  purchases   under  such  sentences  must  be  content   to 

R.  o 


82 


THE  PLAD  OYEN. 


1799        purchase  them  subject  to  all  the  questions  that  may  arise  upon 
•^^'•-  ^^'      their  sufficiency. 
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TmsFLAD  But,  secondly,  supposing  that  no  doubts  could  be  entertained 
respecting  the  sufficiency  of  such  sentences,  it  by  no  means  follows 
that  the  efficacy  of  the  present  sentence  can  be  supported.  There 
the  tribunal  is  acting  in  the  coimtry  to  which  it  belongs,  and  with 
whose  authority  it  is  armed.  Here  a  person,  utterly  naked  of  all 
authority  except  over  the  subjects  of  his  own  country,  and 
possessing  that  merely  by  the  indulgence  of  the. country  in  which 
he  resides,  pretends  to  exercise  a  jurisdiction  in  a  matter  in  which 
the  subjects  of  many  other  States  may  be  concerned.  No  such 
authority  was  ever  conceded  by  any  coimtry  to  a  foreign  agent  of 
any  description  residing  within  it ;  and  least  of  all  could  such  an 
authority  be  conceded  in  the  matter  of  prize  of  war — a  matter  over 
which  a  neutral  country  has  no  cognizance  whatever,  except  in  the 
single  case  of  an  infringement  of  its  own  territory,  and  in  which 
such  a  concession  of  authority  cannot  be  made  without  departing 
from  the  duties,  and  losing  the  benefits,  of  its  neutral  character. 

Mark  the  consequences  which  must  follow  from  such  a  pretended 
concession.  Observe  in  the  present  case  how  it  would  affect  the 
neutral  character  of  the  ports  in  the  north.  If  France  can  station 
a  judge  of  the  Admiralty  at  Bergen,  and  can  station  there  its 
cruisers  to  carry  in  prizes  ^r  that  judge  to  condemn,  who  oan 
deny  that  to  eveiy  purpose  of  hostile  mischief  against  the  commerce 
of  England,  Bergen  will  differ  from  Dunkirk  in  no  other  respect 
than  this,  that  it  is  a  port  of  the  enemy  to  a  much  greater  extent 
of  practical  mischief  ?  To  make  the  ports  of  Norway  the  seats  of 
the  French  tribimals  of  war  is  to  make  the  adjacent  sea  the  theatre 
of  French  hostility. 

It  gives  one  belligerent  the  imfair  advantage  of  a  new  station  of 
war  which  does  not  properly  belong  to  him,  and  it  gives  to  the 
other  the  unfair  disadvantage  of  an  active  enemy  in  a  quarter 
where  no  enemy  would  naturally  be  found.  The  coasts  of  Norway 
could  no  longer  be  approached  by  the  British  merchant  with 
safety,  and  a  suspension  of  commerce  would  soon  be  followed  by  a 
suspension  of  amity. 

Wisely,  therefore,  did  the  American  Government  defeat  a  similar 
attempt  made  on  them  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  war.    They  knew 
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that  to  pennit  suoh  an  exercise  of  the  rights  of  war  within  their        ^799 
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dties  would  be  to  make  their  coasts  a  station  of  hostility. 

Whether  the  government  of  Denmark  has  shown  equal  vigilance  "^^L?!^ 
in  observing,  or  equal  indignation  in  repelling  the  attempt,  is  more 
than  I  am  warranted  to  assert ;  but  though  the  publicity  of  the 
transaction  in  the  town  of  Bergen  may  subject  the  police  of  that 
place  to  some  degree  of  observation,  I  see  nothing  in  the  papers 
which  issue  immediately  from  the  royal  authority  that  at  all  affects 
the  government  itself  with  the  knowledge  and  approbation  of  the 
fact,  and  indeed  it  would  be  indecent  to  suppose  that  a  country, 
standing  upon  the  footing  of  ancient  and  friendly  alliance  to  this 
country,  could  have  given  its  sanction  to  a  measure  so  full  of 
hostiliiy  to  its  friend  and  of  possible  inconvenience  to  itself.  I 
must,  therefore,  deem  the  act  of  this  French  consul  a  licentious 
attempt  to  exercise  the  rights  of  war  within  the  bosom  of  a  neutral 
country,  where  no  such  exercise  has  ever  been  authorized. 

I  am  of  opinion  upon  the  whole  that  this  ship  must  be  restored 
to  the  British  owners  upon  the  usual  salvage,  and  I  dismiss  the 
claim  of  Mr.  Krohn  upon  both  grounds,  as  well  upon  the  legality 
of  the  sentence  as  upon  the  want  of  reality  in  the  pretended 
transfer  from  the  French  captors ;  and  I  must  add,  that  Mr.  Krohn 
appearing  to  possess  two  characters,  that  of  Danish  subject  and  of 
French  agent,  the  daim  which  he  has  brought  forward  favours 
much  more  of  the  latter  character  than  of  the  former.  It  is  beyond 
my  belief  that  any  man  standing  in  the  genuine  and  unmixed 
character  of  a  Danish  subject  should  entertain  a  wish  to  establish 
that  sort  of  law  for  which  this  French  agent  has  thought  proper  to 
contend. 
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[1  c.  R,b.  THE  HENRIOK  AND  MARIA.  (No.  1). 

Blockade — Notification — Specification  of  Port, 

Notification  of  a  blockade  is  an  act  of  sovereignty,  and  cannot  be 
extended  by  the  commander  of  a  blockading  ship.  A  notice  by  the 
commander  to  a  neutral  vessel  not  to  proceed  to  any  Dutch  port  when, 
in  fact,  Amsterdam  only  was  blockaded.    Held  invalid. 

1799  This  was  a  case  of  a  Danish  vessel  taken  on  a  Toyage  from 

'^^^'  ^^'      Norway  to  Amsterdam,  June  28th,  1798. 


For  the  captor,  the  King*8  Advocate  contended  that  the  ship  was 
liable  to  confiscation  for  breaking  the  blockade,  as  the  master,  on 
being  warned  not  to  go  to  any  Dutch  port,  declared  "  he  must  pro- 
ceed according  to  his  bills  of  lading.*' 

For  the  claimant,  Lawroice  argued  that  the  notice  of  a  blockade 
of  all  Dutch  ports  was  at  that  time  not  true,  and  therefore  it  could 
not  be  made  good  by  limitation  or  construction  for  Amsterdam, 
the  only  Dutch  port  which  was  then  imder  blockade. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — There  are  two  objections  taken  in  this  case  : 
1st,  that  the  notice  of  the  captor  was  illegal ;  and  2ndly,  that  the 
master  did  not  in  fact  proceed  towards  Amsterdam. 

Now,  the  notice  appears  to  have  been  "  not  to  proceed  to  any 
Dutch  port " :  to  be  sure  that  goes  a  great  deal  beyond  anything 
which  the  captors  had  a  right  to  prescribe,  for  they  ought  to  have 
specified  the  ports  to  which  the  blockade  was  confined.  The  great 
point  is,  to  imderstand  what  the  master  apprehended  was  the  pro- 
hibition upon  him,  for  certainly  what  is  represented  to  have  passed 
between  bim  and  the  captor  cannot  be  conclusive. 

The  master  says,  ^^  he  was  captured  on  account  of  his  destination 
to  Amsterdam,  and  because  he  said  he  must  proceed  thither." 
This,  it  is  contended,  was  merely  a  hasty  declaration  of  the  master, 
not  carried  into  effect ;  and  if  the  master  had  taken  upon  himself 
to  say  that  upon  this  warning  he  did  intend  to  change  his  course, 
but  was  seized  immediately,  it  would  be  pressing  the  matter  too 
hardly  upon  his  owners  not  to  allow  him  time  to  express  his  deter- 
mination.   But  he  says  no  such  thing ;  and  if  his  conduct  amoimts 
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blockade  may  be  broken  by  obstinaoy,  as  well  as  by  fraud ;  and  if       ^'  ^^' 
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a  master  says  he  mil  go^  and  he  must  go  there,  in  defianoe  of  notice,  The  Hkneiox 
his  owners  must  take  the  consequences  of  his  conduct. 

It  is  a  circumstance  in  favour  of  this  man  that  the  only  ships  in 
sight  were  two  Danish  merchantmen.  The  sight  of  one  vessel 
would  not  certainly  be  sufficient  notice  of  a  blockade ;  and  there- 
fore it  is  necessary  that  it  should  be  signified  to  me  that  there  was 
a  blockade,  de  facto ^  before  that  port. 

The  evidence  is  very  imperfect  on  that  point :  I  shall  therefore 
require  further  information,  and  give  both  parties  an  opportunity 
of  producing  what  they  think  favourable  to  them. 

May  10th. — ^Further  proof  was  given  of  the  notice  which  the 
master  had  received  of  the  blockage  of  the  Ylie  passage. 

Sir  W.  ScoTT.--On  the  former  hearing  it  appeared  that  some 
notice  had  been  given,  but  I  wished  to  obtain  more  particular 
information  respecting  it.  The  notice  was  written  on  the  ship's 
papers  to  this  effect :  "  This  ship  was  boarded  and  warned  not  to 
proceed  to  any  Dutch  port '' :  the  master  states,  ^^  that  the  ship 
was  arrested  because  he  said  he  must  proceed  according  to  the  biU 
of  lading." 

It  was  open  to  both  parties  to  have  given  explanatory  affidavits, 
but  the  captors  have  offered  none ;  therefore,  unless  it  is  shown 
that  they  have  been  prevented,  by  absence  at  sea  or  other  just 
cause,  I  must  take  the  claimant's  affidavit  to  be  true.  The  notice 
is,  I  think,  in  point  of  authority  illegal ;  at  the  time  when  it  was 
given  there  was  no  blockade  which  extended  to  all  Dutch  ports. 
A  declaration  of  blockade  is  a  high  act  of  sovereignty,  and  a  com- 
mander of  a  king's  ship  is  not  to  extend  it. 

The  notice  is  also,  I  think,  as  illegal  in  effect  as  in  authority.  It 
cannot  be  said  that  such  a  notice,  though  bad  for  other  ports,  is 
good  for  Amsterdam.  It  takes  from  the  neutral  all  power  of 
election  as  to  what  other  port  of  Holland  he  should  go,  when  he 
foimd  the  port  of  his  destination  under  blockade.  A  commander 
of  a  ship  must  not  reduce  a  neutral  to  this  kind  of  distress ;  and  I 
am  of  opinion  that  if  the  neutral  had  contravened  the  notice  he 
would  not  have  been  subject  to  condemnation. 
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1799  But  that  he  did  so  rests  onlj  on  verbal  answers  and  conversation. 

^^'     '      I  adhere  to  what  I  said  before,  that  an  obstinate  adherence  to  a 
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The  Henbick  first  intention  would  subject  a  ship  to  the  penalty,  and  the  owners 
must  bear  the  consequences  of  the  obstinacy  of  their  master.  But 
I  think  the  conversation  of  this  man  was  not  an  expression  of  final 
intention,  but  that  of  a  man  deliberating  under  difficulties  in  which 
he  was  unfairly  placed.  The  captain  of  the  Kiug's  ship  asked  the 
master  if  he  knew  that  Holland  was  blockaded,  suid  he  answered 
"that  he  did  not."  This  question  agrees  with  the  written  notice, 
and  shows  how  strange  a  misapprehension  the  commander  had 
entertained  of  the  nature  of  the  blockade  which  he  was  employed 
to  form. 

The  master  said,  "  he  could  not  answer  it  to  his  owners  to  go  to 
any  place  but  Holland."  The  commander  does  not  point  out  to 
him  any  ports  of  Holland  to  which  he  might  go,  but  tells  him  he 
might  go  to  Bremen,  Hamburg,  or  England ;  and  adds,  "  as  you 
must  go  to  Holland  you  are  my  prize."  I  think  the  notice  was 
erroneous,  and  besides  not  broken;  and  therefore  I  restore  this 
ship. 

Application  was  made  for  the  claimant's  expenses  but  refused, 
there  being  other  grounds  of  justifiable  seizure,  independent  of  the 
question  of  blockade. 

THE  VEOTJW  JUDITH. 

[1  0.  Rob.     Blockade— Egress — Cargo  Laden  he/ore  Commencement  of  Blockade — Notice — 
150.]  Liability  of  Owner  for  Act  of  Master. 

A  blockade  is  violated  by  egress  as  well  as  by  ingress ;  therefore  a 
neutral  vessel  may  only  depart  from  a  blockaded  port  if  her  cargo  has 
been  &on^  fde  shipped  before  the  commencement  of  the  blockade. 
Continued  existence  de  facto  of  a  blockade  is  sufficient  notice  to  all 
vessels  within  the  blockaded  port.  The  owner  is  liable  for  the  act  of  his 
master  in  attempting  to  break  a  blockade. 

1799  This  was  a  case  of  a  yessel  taken  coming  out  of  Havre, 

'^^^^  ^''      August  21,  1798. 

For  the  captors,  the  King^a  Advocate  contended  that  it  fell  under 
the  lav7  which  had  been  laid  down  respecting  a  breach  of  blockade; 
that  blockade  (a)  was  broken  by  egress  as  well  as  by  ingress. 

(a)  See  the  Frederick  Mdhe^  p.  68 ;  the  Betsey^  p.  147. 
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For  the  olaimaiit,  Laurence  argued  that  it  was  necessary  to  show        1799 
there  had  been  a  dedaration  of  this  blockade ;  or,  if  it  was  only  a        *^' 


blockade  de  facto ^  that  it  was  permanently  existing ;  for  the  seizure   The  Vbouw 
was  made  by  one  vessel  only,  and  it  did  not  appear  that  the  others 
were  not  at  a  great  distance. 

Sir  W.  S(X)Tr. — This  is  a  ship  that  was  taken  sailing  under 
Prussian  colours.  A  daim  has  been  given  for  a  person  of  Embden, 
but  the  evidence  of  property  is  admitted  not  to  be  complete. 

She  appears  to  have  been  a  prize  vessel  taken  by  the  French, 
but  after  that  her  history  is  no  further  detailed,  nor  does  it  appear 
whether  she  had  continued  to  navigate  from  French  ports  or  not. 
All  the  papers  are  silent  on  that  point,  and  there  is  no  bill  of  sale. 
At  all  events,  therefore,  it  is  a  case  which  must  have  gone  to 
further  proof. 

The  cargo  is  claimed  by  the  master,  a  yoimg  man  of  four-and- 
twenty,  under  the  description  of  his  private  adventure ;  but  it  is 
far  beyond  the  ordinary  value  of  claims  of  that  sort.  It  was  paid 
for,  according  to  his  accoimt,  by  bills  drawn  on  the  owner  of  the 
vessel,  and  therefore  it  would  be  natural  to  expect  some  communi- 
cation between  them ;  but  it  appears  they  held  no  such  correspon- 
dence, which  is,  to  be  sure,  a  very  singular  circimistance,  not  very 
credible,  and  one  that  throws  a  strong  degree  of  suspicion  on  his 
title  to  the  cargo.  The  vessel  was  taken  on  the  21st  of  August 
coming  out  of  Havre,  and,  as  a  blockade  existed  at  the  time,  it  is 
argued  that  that  act  subjects  her  to  condemnation. 

Taking  the^fact  to  be  that  there  was  a  blockade,  and  that  the 
cargo  was  put  on  board  after  the  knowledge  of  the  blockade,  I 
should  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  what  I  have  indeed  before  laid 
down,  that  the  act  of  the  master  of  the  vessel  binds  the  owner  in 
respect  to  the  conduct  of  the  ship  as  much  as  if  it  was  committed 
by  the  owner  himself.  There  are  powers  with  which  the  law 
invests  him,  and  if  he  abuses  his  trust  it  is  a  matter  to  be  settied 
between  him  and  the  person  who  constituted  him  master ;  but  his 
act  of  violation  is,  as  to  the  penal  consequences,  to  be  considered  as 
the  act  of  the  owners  (a). 

Now,  with  respect  to  the  matter  of  blockade,  I  must  observe  that 
a  blockade  is  just  as  much  violated  by  a  vessel  passing  outwards  as 

(a)  See  the  Columbia^  poet,  p.  89. 
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1799        inwards.    A  blockade  is  a  sort  of  oiroumyallation  round  a  place,  by 

*^^^'  ^^'      which  all  foreign  connexion  and  correspondence  is,  as  far  as  human 

ThkVrouw   force  can  effect  it,  to  be  entirely  cut  off.    It  is  intended  to  suspend 

^"^'  the  entire  commerce  of  that  place,  and  a  neutral  is  no  more  at 
Sir  W.Scott,  liberty  to  assist  the  traffic  of  exportation  than  of  importation*  The 
utmost  that  can  be  allowed  to  a  neutral  vessel  is,  that  having  already 
taken  on  board  a  cargo  before  the  blockade  begins,  she  may  be  at 
liberty  to  retire  with  it.  But  it  must  be  considered  as  a  rule 
which  this  Court  means  to  apply,  that  a  neutral  ship  departing  can 
only  take  away  a  cargo  bond  fide,  purchased  and  delivered,  before  the 
commencement  of  the  blockade ;  if  she  afterwards  takes  on  board  a 
cargo  it  is  a  fraudulent  act  and  a  violation  of  the  blockade. 

It  is  certainly  necessary  that  a  blockade  diould  be  intimated  to 
neutral  merchants  in  some  way  or  other.  It  may  be  notified  in  a 
public  and  solemn  manner  by  declaration  to  foreign  governments, 
and  this  mode  would  always  be  most  desirable,  although  it  is  some- 
times omitted  in  practice ;  but  it  may  commence  also  de  factOj  by  a 
blockading  force  giving  notice  on  the  spot  to  those  who  come  from 
a  dlBtance,  and  who  may  therefore  be  ignorant  of  the  fact.  Vessels 
going  in  are,  in  that  case,  entitled  to  a  notice  before  they  can  be 
justly  liable  to  the  consequences  of  breaking  a  blockade.  But  I 
take  it  to  be  quite  otherwise  with  vessels  coming  out  of  the  port 
which  is  the  object  of  blockade;  there  no  notice  is  necessary 
after  the  blockade  has  existed  de  facto  for  any  length  of  time ; 
the  continued  fact  is  itself  a  sufficient  notice.  It  is  impossible  for 
those  within  to  be  ignorant  of  the  forcible  suspension  of  their  com- 
merce ;  the  notoriety  of  the  thing  supersedes  the  necessity  of  par- 
ticular notice  to  each  ship. 

In  respect  to  this  port,  there  had  been  a  blockade  notoriously 
existing  during  a  great  part  of  the  summer :  a  person  breaking  it 
is  primd,  facie  a  delinquent ;  and  the  Court  will  hold  it  to  be 
incumbent  on  those  who  are  seized  in  this  act  to  prove  the  circum- 
stances by  which  they  hope  to  be  exonerated  from  the  delinquency 
imputed  to  them.  Now,  it  being  proved  in  this,  and  in  other 
cases,  that  there  wtis  a  blockeide  existing  at  the  time  of  capture, 
what  is  there  in  this  evidence  to  satisfy  me  that  it  was  not  existing, 
and  notoriously  existing,  when  the  cargo  was  taken  on  board,  and 
at  the  time  when  the  vessel  came  out  P  The  lading  was  taken  in 
on  the  10th  of  August,  and  the  ship  sailed  on  the  21st  of  August. 
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Was  there  any  reason  to  believe  the  blookading  force  had  retired        1799 
at  that  time?    I  find  the  ordinary  force,  which  is  never  Ifiurge,      '^^^-  ^^- 
stationed  round  at  the  time  of  capture  ;  this  vessel  sallies  out,  and   ThbYbouw 

is  immediately  arrested.     I  think,  then,  there  is  proof  of  force        ' 

suflBcient  to  blockade  this  port,  and  evidence  to  satisfy  me  that  it  ^^  ^'  ®*^**" 
could  not  be  unknown  to  the  parties ;  I  will  further  add,  that  the 
case  is,  in  other  respects,  of  a  very  unfavourable  appearance. 

There  is  strong  reason  to  suppose  the  cargo  and  the  vessel  are 
neither  of  them  the  property  of  the  claimants. 

There  are  many  circumstances  that  prevent  the  indulgence  of 
further  proof;  and^  looking  at  the  whole  of  this  case  together,  I 
think  myself  warranted  to  reject  these  claims. 

The  claim  being  rejected,  the  ship  was  restored  on  salvage  to 
the  former  British  owner. 


THE  COLUMBIA.  [1  c.  Rob. 

Blockade — Notice — Knowledge  0/ Blockade — Intention  to  break  Blockade, 

A  yessel  sailed  from  America  for  Amsterdam  at  a  time  when  it  was 
not  known  that  Amsterdam  was  blockaded.  The  yessel  called  at 
Cuxhayen,  where  the  master  learned  that  Amsterdam  was  blockaded, 
but  he  neyertheless  attempted  to  enter  that  port,  and  in  such  attempt 
the  yessel  was  captured.  Held  that  the  vessel  must  be  condemned,  for 
the  owners  were  boimd  by  the  act  of  their  master,  whose  knowledge  of 
the  blockade  was  sufficient.  Absence  of  notice  of  blockade  is  immaterial 
if  knowledge  of  it  is  shown  in  fact.  Sailing  with  the  intention  to  break 
a  blockade  is  an  oyert  act  constituting  an  offence. 

This  was  a  case  of  an  American  vessel  taken  on  a  voyage  from        1799 
Hamburg  to  Amsterdam,  August  20th,  1798.  •^««- 17 ; 

affirmed 
^M^.  12, 1801. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — There  is  pretty  clear  proof  of  neutral  property 

in  this  case,  both  of  the  ship  and  cargo ;  but  the  vessel  was  taken 
attempting  to  break  a  blockade. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  observe  that  there  is  no  rule  of  the 
law  of  nations  more  established  than  this :  that  the  breach  of  a 
blockade  subjects  the  property  so  employed  to  confiscation.  Among 
all  the  contradictory  positions  that  have  been  advanced  on  the  law 
of  nations  this  principle  has  never  been  disputed ;  it  is  to  be  found 
in  all  books  of  law  and  in  all  treaties ;  every  man  knows  it ;  the 
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1799         subjects  of  all  States  know  it,  as  it  is  universally  acknowledged  by 
*^^^'  all  governments  who  possess  any  degree  of  civil  knowledge. 


Thb  This  vessel  came  from  America  (a),  and,  as  it  appears,  with 

'    innocent  intentions  on  the  part  of  the  American  owners ;  for  it  was 

Soott.  ^^^  known  at  that  time  in  America  that  Amsterdam  was  in  a  state 
of  investment ;  and  therefore  there  is  no  proof  immediately  affect- 
ing the  owners.  But  a  person  may  be  penally  affected  by  the 
misconduct  of  his  agents  as  well  as  by  his  own  acts ;  and  if  he 
delegates  general  powers  to  others,  and  they  misuse  their  trust,  his 
remedy  must  be  against  them. 

The  master  was  by  his  instructions  to  go  north  about  to  Cux- 
haven.  This  precaution  is  perhaps  liable  to  some  unfavourable 
interpretation.  The  counsel  for  the  claimant  have  endeavoured  to 
interpret  it  to  their  advantage,  but  at  the  best  it  can  be  but  a 
matter  of  indifference.  When  he  arrived  at  Cuxhaven  he  was  to 
go  immediately  to  Hamburg,  and  to  put  himself  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Messrs.  Bou^  and  Company.  They  therefore  were  to  have 
the  entire  dominion  over  this  ship  and  cargo.  It  appears,  however, 
they  corresponded  with  persons  at  Amsterdam,  to  whom  further 
confidential  instruction  had  been  given  by  the  owners ;  and  these 
orders  are  found  in  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Vos  and  Gh»ves,  of  New 
York,  to  Bou^  and  Company,  informing  them  that  the  Columbia 
was  intended  for  Amsterdam,  consigned  to  the  house  of  Crommelin, 
to  whom  Bou^  and  Company  are  directed  to  send  the  vessel  on  "  if 
the  winds  should  continue  unsteady,  and  keep  the  English  cruisers 
off  the  Dutch  coast " ;  if  not,  they  were  to  unload  the  cargo  and 
forward  it  by  the  interior  navigation  to  Amsterdam.  Bou^  and 
Company  accordingly  direct  the  master  "  to  proceed  to  Amsterdam 
if  the  winds  should  be  such  as  to  keep  the  English  at  a  distance." 
There  is  also  a  letter  from  the  master  to  Bou^  from  Cuxhaven,  in 
which  he  says  ^*  Amsterdam  is  blockaded." 

We  have  this  fact  then,  that  when  the  master  sailed  from  Amster- 
dam ( ?  Cuxhaven)  the  blockade  was  perfectly  well  known  both  to 
him  and  the  consignees ;  but  their  design  was  to  seize  the  oppor- 
timity  of  entering  whilst  the  winds  kept  the  blockading  force  at  a 
distance.    Now,  under  these  circimistances,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 

(a)  See  the  BeUey^  'post. 


Sir  W.  Soott. 
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saying  tliat  the  blockade  was  broken.    The  blockade  was  to  be        1799 
considered  as  legally  existing,  although  the  winds  did  occasionallj      *^^'  ^^' 
blow  off  the  blockading  squadron.     It  was  an  accidental  change        Thb 
which  must  take  place  in  every  blockade ;  but  the  blockade  is  not 
therefore  suspended.     The  contrary  is  laid  down  in  all  books  of 
auihority,  and  the  law  considers  an  attempt  to  take  advantage  of 
such  an  accidental  removal  as  an  attempt  to  break  the  blockade 
and  as  a  mere  fraud. 

But  it  has  been  said  that  by  the  American  treaty  there  must  be  a 
previous  warning.  Certainly  where  vessels  sail  without  a  knowledge 
of  the  blockade  a  notice  is  necessary ;  but  if  you  can  affect  them 
with  the  knowledge  of  that  fact  a  warning  then  becomes  an  idle 
ceremony,  of  no  use,  and  therefore  not  to  be  required.  The 
master,  the  consignees,  and  all  persons  intrusted  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  vessel  appear  to  have  been  sufficiently  informed  of  this 
blockade,  and  therefore  they  are  not  in  the  situation  which  the 
treaty  supposes. 

It  is  said  also  that  the  vessel  had  not  arrived ;  that  the  offence 
was  not  actually  committed,  but  rested  in  intention  only.  On  this 
point  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  sailing  with  an  intention  of 
evading  the  blockade  of  the  Texel  was  beginning  to  execute  that 
intention,  and  is  an  overt  act  constituting  the  offence.  From  that 
moment  the  blockade  is  fraudulently  invaded.  I  am,  therefore,  on 
full  conviction,  of  opinion  that  a  breach  of  blockade  has  been  com- 
mitted in  this  case ;  that  the  act  of  the  master  wOl  affect  the  owner 
to  the  extent  of  the  whole  of  his  property  concerned  in  the  trans- 
action. The  ship  and  cargo  belong  in  this  case  to  the  same  indi- 
viduals, and  therefore  they  must  be  both  involved  in  the  sentence 
of  condemnation. 


THE  VEOUW  HEEMINA.  [i  c.  Rob. 

163.J 
Prctdice — Further  Proof— Power  of  Court  to  review  Decree. 

Further  proof  is  not  granted  in  cases  appearing  incapable  of  fair 
explanation.  A  petition  for  a  rehearing  on  account  of  the  mistake  of 
the  agent  was  refused. 

This  was  a  case  of  a  ship,  formerly  a  Dutch  vessel,  but  asserted        1799 
to  have  been  transferred  to  a  neutral  merchant.  *^^^'  ^^' 
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1799  Sir  W.  Scott. — This  is  a  claim  given  for  a  ship  as  the  property 

*^''^'  ^'^'      of  a  person  of  Weender,  in  East  Friesland.    It  is  admitted  on  the 

TsB  Veouw    part  of  the  claimant  to  be  a  case  loaded  with  considerable  difficul- 

ties,  and  the  prayer  is  only  that  an  opportunity  may  be  given  for 

explaining  them  by  further  proof. 

The  question  for  me,  therefore,  to  consider  is,  Whether  these 
difficulties  are  of  such  a  nature  as  to  admit  of  a  fair  and  satisfactory 
explanation  P  because,  if  they  are  not,  if  they  are  out  of  the  reach 
of  any  rational  solution,  further  proof  would  be  no  benefit  to  the 
party  praying  it:  it  would  be  attended  with  much  delay  and 
expense  to  the  captors,  and  I  should  therefore  think  it  my  duty  to 
refuse  it. 

[The  Court,  on  a  consideration  of  the  facts,  decided  that  no 
satisfactory  explanation  could  be  given  on  further  proof,  and 
condemned  the  vessel.] 

February  7th. — ^Mr.  Fridag,  finding  that  he  had  made  a  mistake 
in  claiming  the  vessel  as  the  sole  property  of  Bracktezende,  when 
his  instructions  represented  it  as  belonging  two-thirds  to  Brackte- 
zende and  the  other  third  to  the  master,  petitioned  the  Court  to 
rehear  this  case. 

Court. — This  is  an  application  to  the  Court,  on  behalf  of  Mr. 
Pridag,  to  rescind  the  conclusion  of  a  cause,  and  rehear  it  on 
another  statement  of  the  claims ;  and  the  suggestion  is  that  Mr. 
Fridag,  as  agent,  had  made  a  mistake  in  claiming  for  one  proprietor 
only,  when  the  papers  and  his  instructions  represented  the  ship  to 
be  the  joint  property  of  Mr.  Bracktezende  and  the  master. 

I  will  not  go  so  far  as  to  lay  it  down  universally  that  it  is  not 
in  the  power  of  the  Court  to  reconsider  its  decrees  on  very  par- 
ticular occasions,  because  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  to  discuss 
that  point  at  present :  I  consider  the  application  to  proceed  from 
the  feelings  of  an  honourable  mind,  anxious  to  acknowledge  and 
rectify  its  mistakes,  and  in  that  point  of  view  it  is  highly  credit- 
able to  Mr.  Fridag ;  but  I  think  it  can  have  no  legal  efitect.  As  a 
precedent  it  would  be  a  practice  highly  dangerous,  and  the  liberty 
of  reviewing  its  decrees,  if  it  exists,  which  I  do  not  affirm,  is  a  liberiy 
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which  the  Court  would  exercise  with  very  great  caution,  because  I        1799 

foresee  that  were  applications  of  this  sort  to  be  easily  admitted ! ! 

they  would  be  very  frequently  made  on  reasons  much  less  sincere    '^^^^^ 
than  those  which  are  now  offered  to  the  Court. 

In  this  petition  a  reason  is  assigned  for  the  lateness  of  the  claim, 
^*  that  Mr.  Fridag  had  some  scruples  about  the  credit  of  his  em- 
ployer, as  he  had  been  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  law  to  enforce  a 
just  demand  against  him."  With  this  I  have  nothing  to  do,  but 
with  respect  to  the  lateness  of  the  claim  I  will  say,  that  was  only 
»pinis  e  pluribm  una — ^it  was  but  one  circumstance  out  of  many 
with  which  the  case  was  oppressed. 

Another  circumstance  which  Mr.  Fridag  wishes  to  explain  is  his 
misstatement  of  the  claim :  he  claimed  the  ship  for  Mr.  Bracktezende 
only,  instead  of  claiming  it  as  the  joint  property  of  Mr.  Brackte- 
zende and  the  master,  ^'as  he  should  haye  done  if  he  had  had 
leoourse  to  his  papers." 

I  protest  I  think  the  case  had  as  good  a  chance  on  a  daim  given 
at  random  as  if  it  had  been  made  on  these  papers,  for  it  must  be 
extremely  difficult  to  construct  any  claim  upon  them:  no  two 
agree.  In  one  the  ship  is  represented  as  the  property  of  the 
master,  and  that  document  purports  to  have  been  granted  on  the 
master's  oath ;  but  the  master  denies  that  he  ever  made  such  an 
oath.  In  his  depositions  he  describes  Mr.  Bracktezende  to  be  the 
sole  proprietor,  and  now  Mr.  Bracktezende  states  himself  to  be 
owner  of  two-thirds  only;  so  that  I  cannot  think  but  that  the 
accident  which  has  given  Mr.  Fridag  so  much  concern  might  have 
been  fully  as  beneficial  to  the  claimant  as  if  the  papers  had  been 
scrutinized  with  the  greatest  accuracy ;  there  must  have  been  great 
discordance  under  any  arrangement.  The  cause  has  not,  in  my 
opinion,  sustained  any  injury.  "Without  discussing  the  power  of 
reviewing  a  sentence,  I  think  the  reasons  given  do  not  sufficiently 
sustain  the  application,  and  therefore  I  reject  it. 
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[I  c.  E^b.  THE  NEPTUNUS  [No.  1]. 

170.] 

Blockade — Notification — Continuance — Egress, 

When  a  blockade  is  accompanied  by  a  notification  thereof  to  neutrals, 
it  must  be  presumed  to  be  in  force  till  the  notification  is  revoked. 

1799  This  was  a  case  of  a  ship  taken  coming  out  of  the  Texel,  Sep- 

^^'''  ^^'      tember  7th,  1798. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — This  case  comes  on  now  upon  the  ship  only. 

In  the  affidayit  annexed  to  the  claim  it  is  said  there  is  an  authority 
given  to  claim  the  cargo,  and  that  there  are  some  facts  which  may 
take  that  part  of  the  case  out  of  the  law  which  has  been  laid  down 
respecting  a  breach  of  blockade.  I  shall  therefore  reserve  that  till 
a  future  day,  saying  at  present  only  that  I  shall  expect  the  claim 
to  be  very  special,  and  the  proof  to  be  very  satisfactory  as  to  the 
time  when  the  transaction  took  place. 

There  are  two  questions  respecting  the  ship:  a  question  of 
property,  and  a  question  arising  on  a  breach  of  blockade. 
Now,  as  the  Court  has  frequently  decided  that  neutral  vessels 
breaking  a  blockade  are  liable  to  confiscation,  if  I  am  satisfied 
that  the  ship  has  been  guilty  of  that  offence  it  may  be  unnecessary 
to  enter  into  the  former  question,  or  to  inquire  whether  the 
property  belongs  to  the  claimant  or  to  those  Dutch  merchants, 
Messrs.  De  Sylva,  who  have,  in  a  letter  found  on  board,  certainly 
expressed  themselves  very  much  with  the  anxiety  and  the  authority 
of  owners. 

The  capture  was  made  on  the  7th  of  September,  off  the  Vlie 
passage,  by  two  English  armed  ships,  about  seven  nules  from  the 
Dutch  coast.  The  Court  has  before  laid  down  the  rule  that  a 
blockade  is  broken  as  much  by  coming  out  with  a  cargo  as  by  going 
in  (a),  and  the  only  exception  which  the  Court  has  noticed  in 
laying  down  this  rule  is  that  of  a  cargo  shipped  or  delivered  to  the 
master,  for  the  use  of  his  owner,  before  the  commencement  of  the 
blockade. 

There  are  two  sorts  of  blockade,  one  by  the  simple  fact  only,  the 
other  by  a  notification  accompanied  with  the  fact.     In  the  former 

(o)  The  Frederick  Molke^  ante,  p.  68. 
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case,  when  the  fact  ceases   (otherwise  than  by  aocident  or  the        1799 
shifting  of  the  wind)  there  is  immediately  an  end  of  the  blockade ;      *^''^'  ^' 


but  where  the  fact  is  accompanied  by  a  public  notification  from  the     The  Nep- 

government  of  a  belligerent  country  to  neutral  governments,  I  '^J^'  '^- 

apprehend,  primd  facie^  the  blockade  must  be  supposed  to  exist  till    ^      ^*^* 

it  has  been  publicly  repealed.     It  is  the  duty  imdoubtedly  of  a 

belligerent  country,  which  has  made  the  notification  of  blockade,  to 

notify  in  the  same  way,  and  immediately,  the  diBoontinuance  of  it. 

To  suffer  the  fact  to  cease,  and  to  apply  the  notification  again  at  a 

distant  time,  would  be  a  fraud  on  neutral  nations,  and  a  conduct 

which  we  are  not  to  suppose  any  country  would  pursue.     I  do  not 

say  that  a  blockade  of  this  sort  may  not  in  any  possible  case  expire 

de  fado^  but  I  say  such  a  conduct  is  not  hastily  to  be  presumed 

against  any  nation ;  and,  therefore,  till  such  a  case  is  clearly  made 

out,  I  shall  hold  that  a  blockade  by  notification  is,  primd  fade ^  to  be 

presumed  to  continue  till  the  notification  is  revoked. 

The  notification  of  the  blockade  of  this  port  was  made  on  the 
1 1th  of  June,  1798.  The  ship  was  in  the  Texel  at  the  time,  the 
owner  was  at  Embden,  and  the  blockade  must  have  been  perfectly 
well  known  there  by  the  latter  end  of  the  month.  Her  duty  was 
to  have  retired ;  but  it  is  said  the  cargo  was  Portuguese  property? 
and  purchased  before  the  notification.  Perhaps  it  might  be  so,  but 
there  could  be  no  obligation  on  this  Prussian  vessel  to  take  it 
away.  Instead  of  pursuing  the  prudent  conduct  of  withdrawing 
just  after  the  blockade  began,  in  the  months  of  July  and  August, 
this  ship  is  employed  in  taking  a  cargo  on  board. 

That  it  should  be  done  with  an  intention  of  contiuuing  there 
till  the  blockade  ceased  is  not  probable.  The  presumption  is 
that  it  must  have  been  done  with  a  fraudulent  design  of  slipping 
out  if  any  accident  should  afford  an  opportunity  of  escaping.  In 
the  month  of  September  she  sails,  and  is  immediately  stopped  by 
these  two  armed  vessels.  But  it  is  said  there  was  no  blockade  de 
factOy  and  that  this  small  number  of  vessels  only  is  a  proof  that 
there  was  no  efficient  actual  blockade.  I  am  quite  of  a  contrary 
opinion,  for  surely  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  whole  blockading 
force  should  lie  in  the  same  tier,  nor  is  it  material  that  a  vessel  had 
escaped  the  rest.  These  ships  were  in  the  exterior  Une,  as  I  imder- 
stond  it;  and  if  there  had  been  only  these  I  should  have  held  them 
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1799  to  be  quite  sufficient.     It  is  uimeoessary  for  me  to  oonsidery  how- 

*^^^'  ^^'  ever,  whether  the  blockade  was  continued  by  these  ships  or  not,  as 

The  Nep-  the  presumption  being  raised  by  the  notification,  it  rests  on  the 

'  *  other  side  to  prove  the  contrary. 

Sir  W.  Scott. 


Feb.  5. 


[1  c.  Rob.  THE  MENTOR. 

175.] 

Enemy  Ship — Liability  of  Belligerent  Officers. 

The  owner  of  a  ship  alleged  to  have  been  wrongfully  destroyed  is 
only  entitled  to  proceed  against  the  officer  immediately  responsible  (a). 

1799  This  was  a  case  of  an  American  ship  destroyed  by  his  Majesty's 

-  ships  the  Centurion  and  Vulture  (part  of  Admiral  Digby's  squadron), 
cruising  off  the  Delaware  in  the  year  1783,  after  the  cessation  of 
hostilities,  but  before  that  fact  had  come  to  the  knowledge  of  either 
of  the  parties.  [The  facts  of  the  case  are  stated  in  the  judgment, 
p.  98.] 

SiE  "W.  Scott. — ^In  this  case,  which  comes  before  me  for  judg- 
ment, the  loss  which  the  claimant  has  sustained  is  extremely  to  be 
lamented ;  but  it  has  been  well  observed  by  the  counsel  that  it 
must  be  on  legal  groimds  only  that  I  can  give  him  redress  ;  and  if 
there  are  legal  groimds  that  impose  upon  the  Court  an  incapacity 
of  affording  redress,  I  may  lament  it,  but  I  cannot  give  relief  upon 
mere  grounds  of  humanity ;  humanity  is  only  the  second  virtue  of 
Courts ;  justice  is  unquestionably  the  first :  and  justice  would  be 
grossly  violated  by  providing  a  relief  for  one  innocent  man  at  the 
expense  of  another,  who  is  not  legally  subject  thereto. 

The  case,  I  have  said,  is  an  unfortunate  one.  It  is  likewise  a 
case  extremely  peculiar  in  its  circumstances ;  and  the  first  pecu- 
liarity I  shall  notice  is  the  commencement  of  such  a  suit  at  the 
distance  of  near  seventeen  years  from  the  transaction. 

It  is  not  within  my  recollection  that  a  case  of  such  antiquity  has 
ever  been  suffered  to  originate  in  the  Court ;  I  do  not  say  that 
the  statute  of  limitations  extends  to  prize  causes ;  it  certainly  does 
not ;  but  every  man  must  see  that  the  equity  of  the  principle  of 

(a)  See  the  Otteee,  Vol.  11.  p.  432. 


THE  MENTOR.  97 

that  statute  in  some  degree  reaches  the  proceedings  of  this  Court ;        1799 
and  that  it  is  extremely  fit  that  there  should  be  some  rule  of  limita-       -^^^'  ^' 
tion  provided  by  the  discretion  of  the  Court,  attending  only  to  the  Thb  Mentoe. 
nature  and  form  of  the  process  conducted  here,  by  which  captors  SirW.  Scott. 
or  other  persons  should  be  protected  against  antiquated  complaints. 
And  if  there  is  any  case  of  remote  antiquity  which  ought  not  to  be 
entertained,  imdoubtedly  that  would  be  one  in  which  it  clearly 
appeared  that  the  party  complaining  had  been  fully  apprised  of 
the  nature  of  his  injury  and  of  the  mode  of  redress  which  he  ought 
to  have  pursued. 

That  brings  me  to  the  second  peculiarity  in  this  case,  which  is, 
that  there  was  a  suit  in  this  very  Court  upon  this  very  subject  ten 
years  ago,  not  indeed  against  the  same  party,  but  instituted  by  the 
same  party  who  now  complains,  and  who  was  as  perfectiy  in 
possession  of  all  the  facts  of  his  case  at  that  time  as  he  is  at  this 
present  moment. 

The  third  peculiarity,  I  must  notice,  is  an  entire  novelty  in  a 
prize  cause,  viz.,  that  it  is  a  proceeding  for  calling  to  adjudication, 
not  the  immediate  alleged  wrongdoer,  but  a  person  who  was  neither 
present  at  nor  cognisant  of  the  transaction ;  and  who  is  to  be 
affected  in  responsibility  merely  on  this  ground,  that  the  person 
alleged  to  have  done  the  injury  was  acting  under  his  general 
authority ;  for  as  to  particular  orders  applying  to  this  transaction 
it  is  not  pretended  that  any  were  given  or  could  be  given;  he  was 
only  the  admiral  on  the  general  station,  and  the  ships  which  com- 
mitted the  alleged  outrage  were  under  his  general  command,  but 
at  a  great  distance  from  him. 

Now,  really  it  appears  to  me  that  it  is  the  very  first  time  that 
the  attempt  has  been  made  in  a  prize  cause  to  pass  over  the  person 
from  whom  the  alleged  injury  has  been  received,  and  to  fix  it  on 
another  person  on  the  ground  of  a  remote  and  consequential 
responsibility ;  and  I  call  upon  the  experience  of  persons  attending 
in  this  Court  to  state  whether  there  is  an  instance  of  that  kind  to 
be  found  in  the  annals  of  the  Court. 

The  actual  wrongdoer  is  the  man  to  answer  in  judgment ;  to 
him  responsibility  is  attached  in  this  Court.  He  may  have  other 
persons  responsible  over  to  him,  and  that  responsibility  may  be 
enforoed;  as,  for  instance,  if  a  captain  made  a  wrong  seizure, 

R.  H 
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1799         under  the  express  orders  of  an  admiral,  that  admiral  may  be  made 

^^^'  ^'       answerable  in  the  damages  occasioned  to  the  captain  by  that  im- 

Thb  Mentob.  proper  act.     But  it  is  the  constant  practice  of  this  Court  to  have 

Sir  W.  Scott,   the  actual  wrongdoer  the  party  before  the  Com't,  and  every  man 

must  see  the  propriety  of  that  practice ;  because  if  the  Court  was 

once  to  open  the  door  to  complaints  founded  on  a  remote  and 

consequential  responsibility,  where  is  it  to  stop  P  If  a  monition  is 

to  go  against  the  admiral  for  not  issuing  his  revocatory  orders, 

a  monition  might  in  like  manner  go  against  the  Lords  of  the 

Admiralty  for  a  similar  neglect,  or  against  the  Secretary  of  State 

for  not  issuing  similar  directions  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty ; 

and  these  persons  might  be  made  parties  in  a  prize  cause,  and 

called  upon  to  proceed  to  adjudication. 

If  the  legal  responsibility  is  to  be  shifted  from  the  actual  captor, 
to  whom  is  the  claimant  to  look  ?  Where  is  he  to  find  the  respon- 
sibility in  the  chain  of  persons  who  may  be  somehow  or  other 
involved  in  the  different  stages  of  the  transaction  ?  Where  is  he  to 
find  his  wrongdoer,  if  you  once  take  off  that  character  from  the 
person  who  immediately  commits  the  injury?  Where  is  he  to 
resort  if  you  take  from  him  that  easy  and  direct  resort  with  which, 
in  the  pr^ent  understanding  of  the  law,  he  is  provided?  I  am  most 
clearly,  on  this  ground,  of  opinion  that  Admiral  Digby  alone  cannot 
be  compelled  to  proceed  to  adjudication  under  this  monition. 

The  circumstances  of  the  case,  as  far  as  it  is  necessary  to  state 
them,  are  these :  The  ship,  being  American  property,  was  on  a 
voyage  from  the  Havannah  to  Philadelphia ;  oft  the  Delaware  she 
was  pursued  by  his  Majesty's  ships  the  Centurion  and  the  Vulture^ 
then  cruising  off  that  river,  under  the  command  of  the  admiral 
on  that  station,  Admiral  Digby.  All  parties  were  in  complete 
ignorance  of  the  cessation  of  hostilities ;  not  only  the  persons  on 
board  the  King's  ships,  but  the  Americans,  as  well  those  on  the 
shore  as  those  on  board  the  vessel.  In  the  pursuit  shots  were  fired 
on  both  sides,  and  it  is  alleged  on  the  part  of  the  British  that  the 
ship  was  set  on  fire  by  her  own  crew,  who  took  to  the  shore. 

Now,  I  incline  to  assent  to  Dr.  Lawrence's  position,  that  if  an  act 
of  mischief  was  done  by  the  King's  officers,  though  through  ignor- 
ance, in  a  place  where  no  act  of  hostility  ought  to  have  been 
exercised,  it  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  mere  ignorance  of 
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that  fact  would  protect  the  oflBcers  from  ciyil  responsibility.    If  by        1799 
articles  a  place  or  district  was  put  under  the  King's  peace,  and  an         ^ '   ' 


act  of  hostility  was  afterwards  committed  therein,  the  injured  Thb  Mbotob. 
party  might  have  a  right  to  resort  to  a  Court  of  Prize,  to  show  SirW.  Scott. 
that  he  had  been  injured  by  this  breach  of  the  peace,  and  was 
entitled  to  compensation ;  and  if  the  officer  acted  through  ignorance 
his  own  government  must  protect  him,  for  it  is  the  duty  of  govern- 
ment, if  they  put  a  certain  district  within  the  King's  peace,  to  take 
care  that  due  notice  shall  be  given  to  those  persons  by  whose 
conduct  that  peace  is  to  be  maintained ;  and  if  no  such  notice  has 
been  given,  nor  due  diligence  used  to  give  it,  and  a  breach  of  the 
peace  is  committed  through  the  ignorance  of  those  persons,  they 
are  to  be  borne  harmless  at  the  expense  of  that  government  whose 
duty  it  was  to  have  given  that  notice. 

I  am  therefore  inclined  to  think  that  the  determination  of  the 
judge  in  the  former  case  did  not  turn  upon  the  mere  circumstance 
of  ignorance  on  the  part  of  the  King's  ships,  but  that,  looking  at 
all  the  circumstances  under  which  the  event  took  place,  and  con- 
sidering their  just  and  legal  effect,  he  was  of  opinion  upon  the 
whole  result  that  the  protest  on  the  part  of  the  captors  was  well 
sustained.  If  that  opinion  of  the  judge  was  erroneous  an  appeal 
ought  to  have  been  prosecuted.  No  appeal  was  prosecuted,  though 
such  a  purpose  was  formally  declared  and  a  protocol  entered,  but  no 
further  proceedings  were  pursued  thereon. 

Mr.  Wilson  states  in  his  affidavit  "  that  distress  of  fortune  pre- 
vented him  from  proceeding  further."  I  have  to  lament  that,  as 
well  as  many  other  circumstances  that  accompany  the  case,  but 
Courts  of  Justice  must  pursue  the  legal  modes ;  they  cannot  bend 
to  the  private  distresses  of  individuals.  If  an  appeal  is  not  prose- 
cuted the  conclusion  of  law  is  that  the  party  acquiesces  in  the 
decision. 

Now,  what  did  the  judge  determine  ?  He  determined  this : 
that  the  act  of  destruction  which  took  place  took  place  imder  such 
circumstances  that  the  captor  was  not  compellable  to  proceed  to 
adjudication  upon  it.  And  shall  I,  at  the  distance  of  ten  years 
after  he  has  determined  that  the  actual  captors  were  subject  to  no 
responsibility  at  all,  determine  that  Admiral  Digby,  a  person  totally 
ignorant  of  the  whole  transaction,  at  the  distance  of  thirty  leagues 

n2 
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1799         from  the  place  where  it  passed,  and  utterly  unprovided  with  all  the 
means  of  defence  which  either  a  knowledge  of   the  fact  or  the 


The  Mentob.  possession  of  evidence  can  supply,  is  liable  after  a  lapse  of  seventeen 
SirW.  Scott,  years  to  be  called  upon  to  proceed  to  adjudication,  or,  in  other 
words,  to  justify  the  destruction  of  this  vessel,  or,  failing  therein, 
to  be  answerable  in  damages  P  Surely  such  a  determination  could 
be  founded  on  nothing  but  a  determined  opposition  to  every  prin- 
ciple of  law  and  justice  by  which  the  proceedings  of  this  Court 
have  been  directed  ever  since  it  bore  the  shape  of  an  established 
Court  of  Justice. 

Having  said  this,  I  shall  decline  to  enter  minutely  into  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  which  have  been  rather  alluded  to  than 
particularly  discussed  by  the  coimsel.  I  feel  for  themisfortimes  of 
the  claimant ;  he  has  applied  to  this  Court,  and  he  was  judicially 
informed  ten  yeaxs  ago  that  the  loss  he  has  sustained  was  not  of 
that  nature  which  would  entitle  him  to  support  an  action  for 
damages  against  the  persons  whom  he  considered  as  the  immediate 
wrongdoers ;  still  less  can  he  be  entitled  to  support  it  against  the 
person  who  is  the  object  of  the  present  suit ;  and  I  therefore,  with 
the  fullest  conviction  of  mind,  discharge  Admiral  Digby  from  the 
effect  of  the  present  monition. 


[I  c.  Rob.  THE  JONGE  MAEGAEETHA. 

189.] 

Contraband — Condemnation — Articles   ancipitia   usHa  —  Provisions  —  Cheese — 

Release  of  Ship, 

The  final  use  of  on  article  ancipitis  usHs  is  to  be  deduced  from  its 
destination.  A  cargo  of  cheeses,  not  the  product  of  the  country  from 
which  they  were  exported,  and  destined  for  a  port  of  nayal  equipment. 
Held  to  be  contraband.  In  extenuating  circumstances  the  ship  was  not 
confiscated  with  the  cargo. 

1799  This  was  a  case  of  a  Papenberg  ship  taken  on  a  voyage  from 

^^^'  ^'       Amsterdam  to  Brest,  with  a  cargo  of  cheese. 

For  the  captors,  the  King^a  Advocate. 
For  the  claimant,  Arnold  and  Swahey, 

Sir  W.  Scott. — There  is  little  reason  to  doubt  the  property  in 
this  case,  and  therefore,  passing  over  the  observations  which  have 
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been  made  on  that  part  of  the  subject,  I  shall  confine  myself  to  the        1799 
single  question  :  Is  this  a  legal  transaction  in  a  neutral,  being  the       ^<^-  ^- 
transaction  of   a  Papenberg  ship  carrying  Dutch  cheeses  from    ThbJokob 
Amsterdam  to  Brest  or  Morlaix  (it  is  said),  but  certainly  to  Brest  P  Maeoamtha. 
or,  as  it  may  be  otherwise  described,  the  transaction  of  a  neutral  Sir  W.  Soott. 
carrying  a  cargo  of  provisions  not  the  product  and  manufacture  of 
his  own  coimtry,  but  of  the  enemy's  ally  in  the  war — of  provisions 
which  are  a  capital  ship's  store — ^and  to  the  great  port  of  the  naval 
equipment  of  the  enemy  ? 

If  I  adverted  to  the  state  of  Brest  at  this  time,  it  might  be  no 
unfair  addition  to  the  terms  of  the  description  if  I  noticed,  what 
was  notorious  to  all  Europe  at  this  time,  that  there  was  in  that 
port  a  considerable  French  fleet  in  a  state  of  preparation  for  sally- 
ing forth  on  a  hostile  expedition,  its  motions  at  that  time  watched 
with  great  anxiety  by  a  British  fleet  which  lay  oflE  the  harbour  for 
the  purpose  of  defeating  its  designs.  Is  the  carriage  of  such  a 
supply,  to  such  a  place,  and  on  such  an  occasion,  a  traffic  so  purely 
neutral  as  to  subject  the  neutral  trader  to  no  inconvenience  P 

If  it  could  be  laid  down  as  a  general  position,  in  the  manner  in 
which  it  has  been  argued,  that  cheese  being  a  provision  is  imiver- 
sally  contraband,  the  question  would  be  readily  answered ;  but  the 
Court  lays  down  no  such  position.  The  catalogue  of  contraband 
has  varied  very  much,  and  sometimes  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make 
it  very  difficult  to  assign  the  reason  of  the  variations,  owing  to 
particular  circumstances,  the  history  of  which  has  not  accompanied 
the  history  of  the  decisions.  In  1673,  when  many  unwarrantable 
rules  were  laid  down  by  public  authority  respecting  contraband, 
it  was  expressly  asserted  by  Sir  E.  Wiseman,  the  then  King's 
Advocate,  upon  a  formal  reference  made  to  him,  that  by  the  prac- 
tice of  the  English  Admiralty,  com,  wine,  and  oil  were  liable  to  be 
deemed  contraband.  "  I  do  agree,"  says  he,  reprobating  the  regu- 
lations that  had  been  published,  and  observing  that  rules  are  not 
to  be  so  hardly  laid  down  as  to  press  upon  neutrab,  "  that  com, 
wine,  and  oil  will  be  deemed  contraband." 

These  articles  of  provisions,  then,  were  at  that  time  confiscable, 
according  to  the  judgment  of  a  person  of  great  knowledge  and 
experience  in  the  practice  of  this  Court.  In  much  later  times  many 
other  sorts  of  provisions  have  been  condemned  as  contraband.    In 
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1799         1747,  in  the  Jonge  Andreas^  butter,  going  to  Roehelle,  was  oon- 

'^^•^'       denmed ;  how  it  happened  that  cheese  at  the  same  time  was  more 

Thb  Jonob    favourably  considered,  according  to  the  case  cited  by  Dr.  Swabey, 

*  I  don't  exactly  know.     The  distinction  appears  nice ;  in  all  proba- 

Sir  W.  Scott,  tiiity  \}^Q  cheeses  were  not  of  the  species  which  is  intended  for 
ship's  use.  Salted  cod  and  salmon  were  condemned  in  the  Jonge 
Frederick y  going  to  Eochelle,  in  the  same  year.  In  1748,  in  the 
Joannesy  rice  and  salted  herrings  were  condemned  as  contraband. 
These  instances  show  that  articles  of  human  food  have  been  so 
considered,  at  least  where  it  was  probable  that  they  were  intended 
for  naval  or  military  use. 

I  am  aware  of  the  favourable  positions  laid  down  upon  this 
matter  by  Wolfius  and  Vattel,  and  other  writers  of  the  Continent, 
although  Vattel  expressly  admits  that  provisions  may,  under 
circumstances,  be  treated  as  contraband.  And  I  take  the  modem 
established  rule  to  be  this,  that  generally  they  are  not  contraband, 
but  may  become  so  imder  circumstances  arising  out  of  the  parti- 
cular situation  of  the  war  or  the  condition  of  the  parties  engaged 
in  it.  The  Court  must  therefore  look  to  the  circumstances  under 
which  this  supply  was  sent. 

Among  the  circumstances  which  tend  to  preserve  provisions  from 
being  liable  to  be  treated  as  contraband  one  is,  that  they  are  of  the 
growth  of  the  country  which  exports  them.  In  the  present  case 
they  are  the  product  of  another  coimtry,  and  that  a  hostile  country; 
and  the  claimant  has  not  only  gone  out  of  his  way  for  the  supply 
of  the  enemy,  but  he  has  assisted  the  enemy's  ally  in  the  war  by 
taking  off  his  surplus  commodities. 

Another  circumstance  to  which  some  indulgence,  by  the  practice 
of  nations,  is  shown  is  when  the  articles  are  in  their  native  and 
immanufactured  state.  Thus  iron  is  treated  with  indulgence, 
though  anchors  and  other  instruments  fabricated  out  of  it  are 
directly  contraband.  Hemp  is  more  favourably  considered  than 
cordage ;  and  wheat  is  not  considered  as  so  noxious  a  commodity 
as  any  of  the  final  preparations  of  it  for  human  use.  In  the  present 
case  the  article  falls  under  this  unfavourable  consideration,  being  a 
manufacture  prepared  for  immediate  use. 

But  the  most  important  distinction  is  whether  the  articles  were 
intended  for  the  ordinary  use  of  life  or  even  for  mercantile  ships' 
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use,  or  whethey  they  were  going  with  a  highly  probable  destination        1799 
to  military  use.    Of  the  matter  of  fact  on  which  the  distinction  is       ^^'^' 


to  be  applied,  the  nature  and  quality  of  the  port  to  which  the  ^™  Jovqm 

articles  were  going  is  not  an  irrational  test.     If  the  port  is  a        

general  commercial  port  it  shall  be  understood  that  the  articles 
were  going  for  eiyil  use,  although  occasionally  a  frigate  or  other 
ships  of  war  may  be  constructed  in  that  port.  Contra^  if  the  great 
predominant  character  of  a  port  be  that  of  a  port  of  naval  military 
equipment,  it  shall  be  intended  that  the  articles  were  going  for 
military  use,  although  merchant  ships  resort  to  the  same  place,  and 
although  it  is  possible  that  the  articles  might  have  been  applied  to 
civil  consumption ;  for  it  being  impossible  to  ascertain  the  final  use 
of  an  article  ancipitk  mii»y  it  is  not  an  injurious  rule  which  deduces 
both  ways  the  final  use  from  the  immediate  destination ;  and  the 
presumption  of  a  hostile  use,  founded  on  its  destination  to  a 
military  port,  is  very  much  inflamed  if  at  the  time  when  the 
articles  were  going  a  considerable  armament  was  notoriously  pre- 
paring, to  which  a  supply  of  those  articles  would  be  eminently 
usefuL 

In  the  case  of  the  Eendraghty  cited  for  the  claimant,  the  destina- 
tion was  to  Bordeaux,  and  though  smaller  vessels  of  war  may  be 
oooasionally  built  and  fitted  out  there,  it  is  by  no  means  a  port  of 
naval  military  equipment  in  its  principal  occupation  {a)  in  the  same 
manner  as  Brest  is  universally  known  to  be. 

The  Court,  however,  was  unwilling,  in  the  present  case,  to  con- 
clude the  claimant  on  the  mere  point  of  destination,  it  being 
alleged  that  the  cheeses  were  not  fit  for  naval  use,  but  were  merely 
luxuries  for  the  use  of  domestic  tables.  It  therefore  permitted 
both  parties  to  exhibit  affidavits  as  to  their  nature  and  quality. 
The  dailnant  has  exhibited  none;  but  here  are  authentic  certifi- 
cates from  persons  of  integrity  and  knowledge,  that  they  ore 
exactly  such  cheeses  as  are  used  in  British  ships  when  foreign 
cheeses  are  used  at  all,  and  that  they  are  exclusively  used  in 
French  ships  of  war. 

Attending  to  all  these  circumstances,  I  think  myself  warranted 

(a)  Agreeably  to  this  distinction  chant  of  Altona,  were  restored  on 
Dutch  cheeses  going  from  Amsterdam  further  proof .  T^q  Welvaart  Kwest^ 
to  Bordeaux,  on  account  of  a  mer-      Aug.  27th,  1799. 
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1799         to  pronounce  these  cheeses  to  be  contraband,  and  condemn  them  as 
* '   *    .  such.     As,  however,  the  party  has  acted  without  dissimulation  in 


Sir  W.  Soott. 


The  Jonob     the  case,  and  may  have  been  misled  by  an  inattention  to  ciroum- 

Maboabetha.  .       ,  . 

stances,  to  which  in  strictness  he  ought  to  have  adverted,  as  well  as 
by  something  like  an  irregular  indulgence  on  which  he  has  relied, 
I  shall  content  myself  with  pronouncing  the  cargo  to  be  contra- 
band without  enforcing  the  usual  penalty  of  the  confiscation  of  the 
ship  belonging  to  the  same  proprietor. 


[I  c.  Rob.  THE  HOOP. 

196.] 

Trade  with   Enemy — British    Merchants — Exceptional    Circumstances — Ctr/i- 
demnation. 

Trading  with  the  public  enemy  is  interdicted,  and  subjects  the  pro- 
perty of  a  person  so  trading  to  condemnation,  unless  it  is  done  with  the 
permission  of  the  soyereign. 

British  merchants  shipped  a  cargo  of  goods  on  a  neutral  vessel  bound 
from  Holland  for  Great  Britain,  having  previously  asked  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Customs  at  Glasgow  whether  a  licence  to  trade  was  necessary, 
and  having  been  told  that  it  was  not.  Heldy  that  though  the  owners  of 
the  cargo  had  acted  bond  fide,  such  cargo  must  be  condemned. 

The  course  of  judicial  decisions  considered, 

1799  This  -y^as  a  case  of  a  daim  of  several  British  merchants  for  goods 

'. — ! —  purchased  on  their  account  in  Holland,  and  shipped  on  board  a 

neutral  vessel. 

The  affidavit  annexed  to  the  daim  set  forth  that  Mr.  Malcolm, 
of  Glasgow,  and  several  other  merchants  of  North  Britain  had,  long 
prior  to  hostilities,  been  used  to  trade  extensively  with  Holland  in 
the  importation  of  various  articles  of  the  produce  of  Holland, 
which  were  particularly  wanted  for  the  use  of  Glasgow,  and  essen- 
tially necessary  to  the  agriculture  and  manufacture  of  that  part  of 
the  kingdom ;  that,  after  the  irruption  of  the  French  into  Holland, 
they  had  constantly  applied  for  and  obtained  special  orders  of  his 
Majesty  in  council,  permitting  them  to  continue  that  trade ;  that 
after  the  passing  of  the  Acts  of  Parliament  (35  Geo.  3,  c.  15,  s.  80; 
36  Geo.  3,  o.  76 ;  37  Geo.  3,  c.  12)  confirming  and  continuing  the 
orders  of  council  of  the  16th  and  21st  of  January,  it  was  appre- 
hended in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  that  by  these  Acts  the  impor- 
tation of  such  goods  was  made  legal :  but  for  the  greater  security 
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they  still  made  application  to  the  Commissioiiers  of  Customs  at        1799 
Glasgow  to  know  what  they  considered  to  be  the  interpretation  of      ^'^'  ^^' 
the  said  Acts,  and  whether  his  Majesty's  licence  was  still  neces-    Thb  Hoop. 
sary ;  and  that  in  answer  to  such  application  the  merchants  were 
informed,  under  the  opinion  of  the  law  advisers  of  the  said  Com- 
missioners, that  no  such  orders  of  council  were  necessary,  and  that 
all  goods  brought  from  the  United  Provinces  would  in  future  be 
entered  without  them ;  and  that  in  consequence  of  such  informa- 
tion they  had  caused  the  goods  in  question  to  be  shipped  at 
Botterdam  for  their  account,  ostensibly  documented  for  Bergen  to 
avoid  the  enemy's  cruisers. 

Sir  W.  Soott. — ^This  is  the  case  of  a  ship  laden  with  flax, 
madder,  geneva,  and  cheese,  and  bound  from  Botterdam  ostensibly 
to  Bergen ;  but  she  was  in  truth  coming  to  a  British  port,  and  took 
a  destination  to  Bergen  to  deceive  French  cruisers,  and,  as  the 
claim  discloses  (of  which  I  see  no  reason  to  doubt  the  truth),  the 
goods  were  to  be  imported  on  account  of  British  merchants,  being 
most  of  them  articles  of  considerable  use  in  the  manufactures  and 
commerce  of  this  country,  and  being  brought  imder  an  assurance 
from  the  Commissioners  of  the  Customs  in  Scotland  that  they 
might  be  lawfully  imported  without  any  licence  by  virtue  of  the 
statute  35  Q^o.  3,  c.  15,  s.  80. 

It  is  said  that  these  circumstances  compose  a  case  entitled  to 
great  indulgence,  and  I  do  not  deny  it.  But  if  there  is  a  rule  of 
law  on  the  subject  binding  the  Court  I  must  follow  where  that 
rule  leads  me,  though  it  leads  to  consequences  which  I  may 
privately  regret  when  I  look  to  the  particular  intentions  of  the 
parties. 

In  my  opinion  there  exists  such  a  general  rule  in  the  maritime 
jurisprudence  of  this  country,  by  which  all  trading  with  the  public 
enemy,  unless  with  the  permission  of  the  sovereign,  is  interdicted. 
It  is  not  a  principle  peculiar  to  the  maritime  law  of  this  country  ; 
it  is  laid  down  by  Bynkershoek  as  an  universal  principle  of  law — 
Ex  naturd  belli  commercia  inter  hosies  cessare  non  est  dubitandum, 
Quamvis  nulla  specialis  sit  commerciorum  prohibition  ipso  tamen  jure 
belli  commercia  esse  vetita,  ipsce  indictiones  bellorum  satis  declarant, 
&c.     He  proceeds  to  observe  that  the  interests  of  trade,  and  the 
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1799        necessity  of  obtaining  certain  commodities,  have  sometimes  so  fax 
^*'^'  ^^'      overpowered  this  rule  that  different  species  of  traffic  have  been 


The  Hoop,  permitted,  prout  e  re  sud,  subditoriimque  auorum  esse  censent  prin* 
BirW.  Soott.  ctpes{a).  But  it  is  in  all  cases  the  act  and  permission  of  the 
sovereign.  Wherever  that  is  permitted  it  is  a  suspension  of  the 
state  of  war  quoad  hoc.  It  is,  as  he  expresses  it,  pro  parte  sic  bcUumy 
pro  parte  pax  inter  subditos  vtriusque  principis.  It  appears  from 
these  passages  to  have  been  the  law  of  Holland.  Yalin,  1.  iii., 
tit.  6,  art.  3,  states  it  to  have  been  the  law  of  Prance,  whether  the 
trade  was  attempted  to  be  carried  on  in  national  or  in  neutral 
vessels ;  it  will  appear  from  a  case  which  I  shall  have  occasion  to 
mention  (the  Fortuna)  to  have  been  the  law  of  Spain ;  and  it  maj, 
I  think^  without  rashness  be  affirmed  to  have  been  a  general 
principle  of  law  in  most  of  the  countries  of  Europe. 

By  the  law  and  constitution  of  this  country  the  sovereign  alone 
has  the  power  of  declaring  war  and  peace.  He  alone,  therefore, 
who  has  the  power  of  entirely  removing  the  state  of  war,  has  the 
power  of  removing  it  in  part,  by  permitting,  where  he  sees  proper, 
that  commercial  intercourse  which  is  a  partial  suspension  of  the 
war.  There  may  be  occasions  on  which  such  an  intercourse  may 
be  highly  expedient.  But  it  is  not  for  individuals  to  determine  on 
the  expediency  of  such  occasions  on  their  own  notions  of  commerce, 
and  of  commerce  merely,  and  possibly  on  grounds  of  private 
advantage  not  very  reconcileable  with  the  general  interest  of  the 
State.  It  is  for  the  State  alone,  on  more  enlarged  views  of  policy, 
and  of  all  circumstances  that  may  be  connected  with  such  an  inters 
course,  to  determine  when  it  shall  be  permitted  and  under  what 
regulations.  In  my  opinion,  no  principle  ought  to  be  held  more 
sacred  than  that  this  intercourse  cannot  subsist  on  any  other  footing 
than  that  of  the  direct  permission  of  the  State.  Who  can  be 
insensible  to  the  consequences  that  might  follow  if  every  person  in 
time  of  war  had  a  right  to  carry  on  a  commercial  intercourse  with 
the  enemy,  and  under  colour  of  that  had  the  means  of  carrying  on 
any  other  species  of  intercourse  he  might  think  fit  ?  The  incon- 
venience to  the  public  might  be  extreme;  and  where  is  the 
inconvenience  on  the  other  side,  that  the  merchant  should  be  com- 

(a)  Bynk.  Q.  J.  P.  book  i.  c.  3. 


THE  HOOP,  107 

pelled  in  such  a  situation  of  the  two  countries  to  carry  on  his  trade        1799 
between  them  (if  necessary)  under  the  eye  and  control  of  the        ^ '  ^  ' 


government  charged  with  the  care  of  the  public  safety  ?  Tna  Hoop. 

Another  principle  of  law,  of  a  less  politic  nature,  but  equally  SirW.  Ssott. 
general  in  its  reception  and  direct  in  its  application,  forbids  this 
sort  of  communication  as  fundamentally  inconsistent  with  the 
relation  at  that  time  existing  between  the  two  countries,  and  that 
is,  the  total  inability  to  sustain  any  contract  by  an  appeal  to  the 
tribunals  of  the  one  country  on  the  part  of  the  subjects  of  the 
other.  In  the  law  of  almost  every  country,  the  character  of  alien 
enemy  carries  with  it  a  disability  to  sue,  or  to  sustain  in  the 
language  of  the  civilians  a  persona  standi  in  judicio.  The  peculiar 
law  of  our  own  country  applies  this  principle  with  great  rigour. 
The  same  principle  is  received  in  our  Courts  of  the  law  of  nations. 
They  are  so  far  British  Courts  that  no  man  can  sue  therein  who  is 
a  subject  of  the  enemy,  unless  imder  particular  circumstances  that 
pro  hdc  vice  discharge  him  from  the  character  of  an  enemy,  such  as 
his  coming  under  a  flag  of  truce,  a  cartel,  a  pass,  or  some  other  act 
of  public  authority  that  puts  him  in  the  King's  peace  pro  hdc  vice. 
But  otherwise  he  is  totally  ex  lege.  Even  in  the  case  of  ransoms 
which  were  contracts,  but  contracts  arising  ex  jure  beliiy  and 
tolerated  as  such,  the  enemy  was  not  permitted  to  sue  in  his  own 
proper  person  for  the  payment  of  the  ransom  bill,  but  the  payment 
waa  enforced  by  an  action  brought  by  the  imprisoned  hostage  in 
the  Courts  of  his  own  country  for  the  recovery  of  his  freedom.  A 
state  in  which  contracts  cannot  be  enforced  cannot  be  a  state 
of  legal  conunerce.  If  the  parties  who  are  to  contract  have  no 
right  to  compel  the  performance  of  the  contract,  nor  even  to  appear 
in  a  court  of  justice  for  that  purpose,  can  there  be  a  stronger  proof 
that  the  law  imposes  a  legal  inability  to  contract  ?  To  such  trans- 
actions it  gives  no  sanction ;  they  have  no  legal  existence,  and  the 
whole  of  such  commerce  is  attempted  without  its  protection  and 
against  its  authority.  Bynkershoek  expresses  himself  with  great 
force  upon  this  argument  in  his  first  book,  chapter  7,  where  he 
lays  down  that  the  legality  of  commerce  and  the  mutual  use  of 
courts  of  justice  are  inseparable.  He  says  that  cases  of  commerce 
are  indistinguishable  from  cases  of  any  other  species  in  this  respect: 
Sihosti  scmcl permiltas  actiones  exercere^  difficile  est  distinguere  ex  qu& 
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1799         causA  oyHantuVj  necpoiui  animadvertere  illam  dutinctionem  unquam  mu 
'     '       fuisse  servatam. 


Thb  Hoop.  Upon  these  and  similar  grounds  it  has  been  the  established  rule 
SirW.  Soott.  of  the  law  of  this  Court,  confirmed  by  the  judgment  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  that  a  trading  with  the  enemy,  except  imder  a 
royal  licence,  subjects  the  property  to  confiscation,  and  the  most 
eminent  persons  of  the  law  sitting  in  the  Supreme  Courts  have 
uniformly  sustained  such  judgments. 

In  the  Ringende  Jacobs  1747,  a  Swede,  which  went  from  London 
to  Bordeaux  in  ballast,  there  took  in  seventy-one  tuns  of  wine  for 
Mr.  Minet,  Mr.  Challie,  and  Mr.  Fetherstonhagh,  to  be  delivered 
at  Guernsey,  but  with  false  clearances  at  Bordeaux  to  deceive  the 
enemy ;  condemned  by  the  Lords  of  Appeal  7th  Feb.,  1750,  in 
afi&rmance  of  the  judgment  of  the  Admiralty. 

Li  the  Lady  Jane^  a  Hamburg  ship  laden  at  Malaga  with 
mountain  wine.  Cargo  claimed  by  English  merchants  as  the  pro- 
duce of  goods  sent  to  Spain  before  the  war ;  condemned  13th  April, 
1749.  Present :  Lord  President,  Archbishop  of  York,  and  Baron 
Gierke. 

In  the  BeergardeUy  of  Stockholm.  Woollen  goods  shipped  osten- 
sibly at  Lisbon,  voyage  in  fact  to  the  enemy's  port  at  BUboa,  but 
on  British  accoimt ;  cargo  condemned  15th  March,  1747. 

In  the  Eiizabethy  of  Ostend.  Cargo  the  property  of  British  sub- 
jects coming  from  an  enemy's  port;  condemned  27th  Jan.  1749. 
Present :  Duke  of  Dorset,  Earl  of  Pembroke,  Eight  Honourable 
W.  Pitt,  Mr.  Justice  Dennison,  Mr.  Justice  Clive ;  held^  "  that  a 
British  subject  cannot  trade  with  the  enemy,  but  that  the  only 
punishment  which  the  Admiralty  can  inflict  was  confiscation  of  the 
goods." 

In  the  Juffrouto  Louisa  Margaretha^  Lords,  April  3, 1781,  a  case 
of  a  claim  of  Messrs.  Escott  and  Bead,  of  London,  for  wines  and 
other  articles  shipped  on  board  a  Dutch  ship,  April  7,  1780,  at 
Malaga,  for  their  account. 

The  affidavit  of  claim  stated :  That  Mr.  Escott  was  one  of  a  house 
of  trade  known  by  the  name  of  Escott  and  Bead,  of  London ;  that 
they  had  for  twenty  years  immediately  preceding  hostilities  between 
Great  Britain  and  Spain  carried  on  considerable  trade  to  and  from 
Malaga,  and  had  an  established  house  of  trade  at  Malaga,  where 
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Mr.  Esoott  had  resided  about  thirty  years  preceding,  excepting  the        1799 
last  ten  months,  when  he  had  left  that  place,  and  had  since  resided      ^'^'  ^^' 
in  England.     It  further  stated  that  considerable  quantities  of  wine    The  Hoop. 
and  other  merchandize  belonging  to  the  said  house  (deposited  in  sir  W.  Scott, 
vaults  and  warehouses  set  apart  for  the  same)  had  been  left  at 
Malaga  imder  the  care  of  Mr.  GWvegnee,  a  Fleming  by  birth, 
brought  up  in  that  house,  who  was  suffered  to  remain  to  preserve 
the  said  goods  during  hostilities,  unless  a  favourable  opportunity 
should  offer  of  sending  them  to  London.    It  stated  the  destination 
to  have  been  to  Ostend,  and  the  property  to  have  been  described 
for  neutral  account  and  risk,  to  avoid  the  enemy's  cruisers ;  and 
claimed  the  whole  as  the  entire  property  of  the  house  of  London, 
out  of  which  Mr.  Ghrivegnee  was  to  receive  14  per  cent,  but  no  other 
emolument  whatever. 

The  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  rejecting  the  claim  of 
Mr.  Esoott  was  affirmed.  Present :  the  Earls  of  Bathurst,  Sandwich, 
Marchmont,  Hillsborough,  Clarendon,  Yiscoimt  Stormont,  Lord 
Grantham,  Lord  Loughborough  (Chief  Justice  of  the  Common 
Pleas),  Sir  Richard  Worsley,  Sir  J.  Goodricke,  Sir  J.  Eardley 
Wilmot. 

In  the  St.  LouiSy  alias  El  Alkssandro^  Lords,  July  18, 1781,  the 
case  of  a  olaim  of  Messrs.  Morgan  and  Mather  for  certain  peltries 
shipped  by  them  on  board  a  vessel  of  New  Orleans,  bound  to 
Bordeaux  and  consigned  to  merchants  there,  on  the  proper  account 
and  risk  of  the  shippers. 

The  affidavit  stated  the  history  of  Mr.  Morgan  from  the  year 
1764,  when  he  left  England  to  settle  in  West  Florida,  and  his 
subsequent  transactions  from  1774  on  the  river  Mississipi ;  where, 
finding  no  troops  nor  any  sort  of  protection  granted  by  the  British 
Government  to  those  settled  on  the  British  part  of  the  banks  of 
that  river,  he  had  kept  a  ship  as  a  floating  storehouse,  living  himself 
at  New  Orleans  by  permission  of  the  governor,  imder  an  express 
condition  that  he  should  not  land  any  sort  of  goods  in  any  part  of 
the  Spanish  dominions.  It  then  stated:  That  in  1779,  finding  the 
American  troops  in  such  force  all  over  the  river  as  to  prevent  any 
English  ship  from  coming  up  the  river,  and  that  it  was  impossible 
to  make  any  remittances  to  England  but  by  hiring  neutral  vessels, 
he  shipped  the  goods  in  question  on  board  the  St.  Louia^  belonging 
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1799         to  inhabitants  of  New  Orleans,  at  that  time  neutral  subjects,  that 

— ! being  the  only  vessel  at  New  Orleans  bound  to  any  port  of  Europe; 

ThbHoop.  that  they  were  consigned  to  merchants  at  Bordeaux,  to  be  there 
Sir  W.  Scott,  sold  and  the  proceeds  remitted  to  Mr.  Mather  in  London ;  that  he 
was  obliged  to  resort  to  this  mode  of  remittance  that  the  goods 
might  not  perish  on  his  hands. 

Annexed  to  the  affidavit  was  a  certificate  of  Colonel  Dickson,  the 
British  commander  in  those  parts,  certifying  that  Mr.  Morgan  (a), 
a  British  subject,  had  received  permission,  under  the  12th  article  of 
the  capitulation  of  Baton  Eouge,  to  convey  himself  and  family  to 
London  imder  a  passport  from  the  Spanish  Governor. 

The  sentence  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  condemning  the  ship 
and  cargo  as  enemy's  property,  or  otherwise  liable  to  confiscaliony 
was  affirmed.  Present:  Earl  of  Bathurst,  Earl  of  Clarendon, 
Lord  Loughborough  (Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas). 

In  the  Compte  de  Wohrmzoff^  Lords,  July  19, 1781,  a  case  of  a 
claim  of  Mr.  Daly,  Mr.  G.  Byrne,  and  other  Lish  merchants,  for 
the  ship  and  certain  quantities  of  French  wines  shipped  at  Bor- 
deaux, May,  1780,  on  their  account,  with  ostensible  papers  for 
Bussia,  it  was  stated,  in  support  of  their  claim,  that  during  the 
whole  of  the  war  the  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Bevenue  and 
Excise  in  Ireland  had  constantly  permitted  trade  to  be  carried  on 
from  Bordeaux  to  Dublin  in  the  same  manner  as  it  was  before 
hostilities  commenced,  and  all  ships  belonging  to  British  owners, 
navigated  according  to  law,  with  cargoes  the  property  of  British 
owners,  coming  immediately  and  openly  from  Bordeaux,  had 
been  and  still  were  admitted  to  enter  and  invoice  their  cargoes 
from  thence,  and  that  on  all  cargoes  so  entered  the  regular  duties 
had  been  paid. 

An  Act  of  Parliament  was  recited,  passed  in  Ireland  in  the 
nineteenth  and  twentieth  of  his  present  Majesty,  by  which  it  is 
enacted  that  from  the  24th  of  June,  1780,  till  the  25th  of 
December,  1781,  there  should  be  paid  an  additional  duty  of 
10/.  7«.  per  tim  on  all  French  wines  imported  into  the  kingdom  of 

(a)  In  the  Victoria,  Lords,  July  20,      Orleans,  April,  1779,  and  consigned 
1781,  the  property  of  this  gentleman      to  London  was  restored. 
in  the  ship  and  goods  sent  from  New 
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Ireland  during  the  said  period.    The  praotioe  of  admitting  Buoh        1799 

cargo  to  an  entry  was  proved  by  an  extract  from  the  Entries '. !_ 

OflSce,  by  "which  it  appeared  that  several  cargoes  of  a  similar  nature  TheHoop. 
had  been  permitted  to  enter;  and  it  was  contended  that  the  Act  SirW.  Soott. 
of  the  Irish  Legislature  was  decisive,  as  far  as  it  was  competent  for 
them  to  decide,  being  made  long  after  the  commencement  of 
hostilities,  as  it  could  not  be  imagined  that  they  would  be  inatten- 
tive to  public  affairs,  or  propose  to  draw  a  revenue  from  a  trade 
prohibited  and  illegal. 

The  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  condemning  the  ship 
and  cargo  as  good  and  lawful  prize,  was  a£Brmed,  and  the  appellant 
was  condemned  in  the  costs  of  the  appeal.  Present:  Earl  of 
Bathurst,  Earl  of  Hillsborough,  Earl  of  Clarendon,  Lord  Lough- 
borough (Chief  Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas). 

In  \AiQ  Expedite  van  Roterdaniy  Lords,  July  18, 1782,  a  case  of  the 
claim  of  Messrs.  Ghregory  &  Tumbull,  of  London,  for  a  quantity  of 
wine  and  other  articles  shipped  on  board  a  Dutch  ship  December 
20th,  1780,  at  Malaga  for  them,  though  ostensibly  for  the  account 
and  risk  of  Mr.  Carl  Thomasze,  of  Amsterdam,  their  agent, 
Holland  being  then  at  peace  with  this  country. 

The  affidavit  of  the  claimant  recited  an  Act,  passed  in  the 
twentieth  year  of  his  Majesty's  reign,  to  permit  goods  the  pro- 
duct or  manufacture  of  certain  places  .within  the  Levant  or 
Mediterranean  seas  to  be  imported  into  Great  Britain  or  Ireland 
in  British  or  foreign  vessels  from  any  place  whatsoever,  enacting 
that  from  the  1st  of  January,  1780,  any  goods  which  had  been 
usually  imported  from  any  port  or  place  in  Europe  within  the 
Straits  of  Gibraltar  (with  an  exception  respecting  the  dominions  of 
the  Ghrand  Signior),  should  and  might,  during  the  continuance  of 
the  said  Act,  be  imported  and  brought  by  any  person  or  persons 
whatsoever  into  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  in  any  ship  belonging  to 
any  State  in  amity  with  his  Majesty.  The  affidavit  stated  that 
the  importation  had  been  in  every  respect  conformable  to  the  said 
Act,  and  that  the  said  goods  were  coming  for  the  sole  account, 
risk,  and  benefit  of  their  house,  being  described  in  the  bill  of  lading 
to  be  at  the  accoimt  and  risk  of  Carl  Thomasze,  only  to  avoid  the 
enemy's  cruisers. 

The  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  condemning  these 
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1799         goods  was  affirmed.     Present;  Lord  Camden,  Earl  of  Eflfingham, 
Feb,  13.      Qjj^j  Loj^j  Ashburton. 


Thb  Hoop.        In  the  Bella  Guiditay  Lords,  July  20,  1785,  a  case  of  a  claim 
SirW.  Scott.   0^  ^r.  Vaughan  and  other  British  merchants,  sending  a  cargo  of 
provisions  on  board  a  Venetian  vessel  from  Ireland  to  Grenada, 
one  of  the  islands  then  lately  taken  by  the  French. 

"  The  affidavit  of  claim  set  forth  the  particular  situation  of  that 
and  the  other  islands,  since  they  had  fallen  into  the  possession  of 
the  French ;  that  they  were  not  considered  by  the  French  Gbvem- 
ment  as  entirely  French  islands ;  that  by  a  certain  ordinance  of 
the  French  ting  it  was  ordained  that  the  merchants  and  inhabi- 
tants  of  aU  or  most  of  the  conquered  islands  should,  as  to  their 
trade  and  commerce,  be  upon  the  same  terms  and  footing  as  the 
British  merchants  and  inhabitants  of  the  Island  of  Dominica ;  that 
by  the  17th  Article  of  the  Capitulation  of  the  Island  of  Dominica 
in  1778,  it  was  permitted  to  the  merchants  of  the  said  island,  until 
peace,  to  receive  vessels  (except  English)  to  their  address  from  all 
parts  of  the  world  without  their  being  confiscated ;  that  before 
Dutch  hostilities  broke  out  the  trade  between  the  conquered  islands 
and  Great  Britain  had  been  carried  on  through  the  Island  of 
St.  Eustatius,  under  the  sanction  of  British  Acts  of  Parliament, 
for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  islands  with  provisions  absolutely 
necessary  for  their  subsistence,  and  of  taking  off  the  produce  in 
payment  to  British  merchants,  as  the  only  means  of  keeping  down 
the  interests  due  to  them  on  mortgage  on  the  plantations." 

"  That  after  the  Dutch  hostilities,  it  became  notorious  to  the 
British  Government  that  the  obstruction  of  this  trade  would  be 
attended  with  very  serious  consequences  to  the  British  interests  in 
the  said  islands;  and  under  these  considerations  an  Act  was 
passed  in  the  20th  Geo.  3,  reciting  that  during  the  said  hostilities 
the  Islands  of  Grenada  and  the  Grenadines  had  been  taken  by  the 
French  king,  but  it  was  just  and  expedient  to  give  every  relief  to 
the  proprietors  of  estates  in  the  said  islands,  and  enacting  that  no 
goods  or  merchandise  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of 
the  said  islands  on  board  neutral  vessels,  going  to  neutral  ports, 
should  be  liable  to  condemnation  as  prize. 

"  That  under  this  view  of  the  necessitous  situation  of  the  said 
island,  and  of  the  favourable  manner  in  which  it  was  considered 
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by  the  Government  of  this  country  the  claimants  chartered  this        1799 

•  Feb    1  ^ 

ship  to  carry  out  a  cargo  of  provisions  to  Gfrenada,  and  bring  back ' 

in  return  a  cargo  of  the  produce  of  that  island ;  that  there  was  an  ^'^  b:oop. 
ostensible  destination  to  St.  Thomas  merely  for  the  purpose  of  SirW.  Boott. 
avoiding  the  enemy's  cruisers." 

"The  judgment  of  the  Vice- Admiralty  Court  of  Barbadoes, 
condemning  the  cargo  as  French  property,  was  aflBrmed,  and  the 
appellant  condemned  in  the  costs  of  appeal.  Present :  Lord 
Camden  (President  of  the  Council),  Earl  of  Effingham,  Marquis  of 
Caermarthen,  Visooimt  Howe,  and  Lord  Sydney." 

In  the  Eenigheid,  Lords,  21st  of  March,  1795  :  a  case  of  a  claim 
of  Mr.  Hankey  of  London  and  of  Mr.  Alphen  of  Botterdam  for 
a  quantity  of  com  shipped  on  board  a  Lubeck  ship  in  December, 
1792,  from  Rotterdam  to  Nantes. 

It  appeared  from  the  evidence  that  the  ship  was  chartered  for 
this  voyage  on  the,  6th  of  December,  1792,  and  that  the  cargo  was 
actually  laden  in  the  same  month,  but  by  various  accidental  delays 
the  ship  was  prevented  from  putting  to  sea  till  the  9th  of  February. 
Hostilities  were  declared  by  the  ruling  powers  of  France  against 
England  and  Holland  on  the  Ist  of  February,  1793. 

It  was  contended  for  the  captors  that  hostilities  having  been 
declared  by  the  ruling  powers  of  France  against  England  and 
Holland  on  the  Ist  of  February,  1793,  no  cargo  (much  less  a  cargo 
so  essential  to  the  French  as  wheat)  could  lawfully  be  sent  from 
Holland  for  France,  on  accoimt  of  British  and  Dutch  subjects,  on 
the  9th  of  the  same  month ;  subsequent  to  which,  this  ship,  with 
the  cargo  of  wheat  in  question  on  board,  set  sail  from  Helvoetsluys 
for  Nantes ;  and  having  been  captured  in  such  voyage  on  the  26th 
of  that  month,  the  cargo  was  rightly,  justly,  and  lawfully  con- 
demned as  prize  to  the  British  captors. 

The  sentence  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  condemning  the  whole 
cargo,  was  affirmed.  Present :  Earl  of  Mansfield  (President  of 
the  Council),  Lord  Auckland,  Sir  Richard  Pepper  Arden  (Master 
of  the  Bolls),  Sir  J.  Eyre  (Chief  Justice  of  the  Conmion  Pleas), 
Sir  "W.  Wynne,  Charles  Ghreville,  Esq. 

In  the  Fortunaj  Lords,  27th  of  June,  1795 :  a  case  of  a 
claim  of  Messrs.  Tupper  and  Drake,  British  merchants  carrying  on 
trade  at  Barcelona,  for  a  quantity  of  wine  shipped  on  board  a 
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1799         Swedish  vessel  at  Barcelona,  January,   1793,  and  destined   to 

Feb.  13.        /I  1   • 

(Jalais. 


ThbHoop.  j^  appeared  in  evidence  that  the  ship  was  chartered  for  this 
Sir  W.  Soott.  voyage  on  the  11th  of  January,  1793,  that  she  sailed  to  Tarragona 
and  Saloe  (in  which  latter  port  she  arrived  on  the  15th  of  February), 
and  completed  her  cargo,  and  sailed  on  her  voyage  to  Calais  on  the 
21st  of  March ;  the  ship  was  taken  on  the  8th  of  April  by  a 
Spanish  frigate,  and  released  under  this  sentence  of  the  Spanish 
Court  of  Admiralty : — That  considering  the  vessel  is  under  neutral 
colours ;  that  the  cargo  does  not  <)onsist  of  contraband  goods ;  that 
the  concerned  do  not  appear  other  than  merchants  resident  in 
Spain ;  that  the  war  was  not  declared  against  France  neither  when 
she  was  laden  or  when  she  was  detained,  because  it  was  on  the 
20th  of  March,  and  the  last  bill  of  lading  appears  dated  at  Saloe 
on  tiie  16th  of  the  said  month,  from  whence  she  sailed  on  the  21st, 
they  ought  and  did  command  the  said  brig  to  be  set  at  liberty. 

For  the  captors,  it  was  contended  that  the  ship  was  liable  to  con- 
fiscation because  she  sailed  from  Spain  to  Calais  many  months 
subsequent  to  the  commencement  of  hostilities  by  the  French 
against  this  country  and  against  Spain,  and  because  it  was  incum- 
bent on  the  proprietors  to  have  prevented  the  sailing  of  this  ship 
from  Spain  for  Calais,  or  to  have  shown  that  every  endeavour  had 
been  used  for  that  purpose. 

The  sentence  of  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty,  condemning  the 
cargo,  was  affirmed.  Present :  Earl  of  Mansfield,  Lord  St.  Helens, 
Sir  W.  Wynne,  Sylvester  Douglas,  Esq. 

In  the  Freeden^  Lords,  July  4th,  1795 :  a  case  of  a  claim  of 
Messrs.  Herries,  Keith,  and  Stembor,  of  Barcelona,  merchants,  for 
a  quantity  of  brandies  shipped  on  board  a  Swedish  ship  at  different 
Spanish  ports,  in  the  months  of  March  and  April,  1793. 

It  appeared  in  evidence  that  the  firm  consisted  of  Sir  Bobert 
Herries  and  Charles  Herries,  resident  in  London;  Alexander 
Keith,  a  British  subject  resident  at  Barcelona ;  Gteorge  Keith,  a 
British  subject  resident  at  Ostend;  and  Frederick  Stembor,  a 
Dutch  subject  resident  at  Barcelona.  The  vessel  was  chartered  on 
the  7th  of  March  for  Ostend.  On  the  14th  of  March  she  sailed 
from  Barcelona  to  Terrendembarra,  and  from  thence  on  the  23rd  of 
March  for  Terragona  where  the  cargo  in  question  was  completed. 
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She  sailed  from  thence  on  the  3rd  of  April,  and  put  into  Malaga        1799 
on  the  6th  of  May,  and  proceeding  on  her  voyage  was  taken  on  ^^' 

the  2nd  of  June  by  a  French  privateer,  and  retaken  on  the  23rd    Thb  Hoop. 
by*the  respondents.  Sir  W.  Soott. 

On  the  former  hearing,  leave  was  given  to  Sir  Bob^  Herries, 
resident  in  London,  to  give  proof  that  on  the  breaking  out  of 
hostilities  they  had  taken  means  to  prevent  their  being  implicated 
in  the  consequences  of  an  illicit  commerce.  A  letter  was  accor- 
dingly brought  in,  written  on  the  12th  of  Feb.,  1793,  in  which  was 
this  passage :  ^'  We  have  leamt  with  certainty  the  declaration  of 
war  in  France  against  this  country  and  Holland,  as  well  as  the 
actual  commencement  of  hostilities  by  the  capture  of  several  of  our 
trading  vessels ;  in  consequence  of  which  letters  of  marque  and 
general  reprisals  are  granted  here  against  all  ships  and  goods 
belonging  to  France,  or  to  any  persons  being  subjects  of  France  or 
inhabiting  within  any  of  the  territories  of  France.'' 

The  judgment  of  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty,  condemning 
the  cargo,  was  afiSrmed.  Present :  Earl  of  Mansfield  (Lord  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council),  Sir  Bichard  Pepper  Arden,  Sir  "W.  Wynne, 
Sylvester  Douglas,  and  Charles  Ghreville,  Esqrs. 

In  the  William^  Lords,  Dec.  19th,  1795 :  a  case  of  a  claim  of 
Messrs.  Munro,  Macfarlane  &  Co.,  of  Ghrenada,  for  a  quantity  of 
sugars  shipped  on  their  account  at  Ghiadaloupe,  in  June,  1793. 

It  appeared  from  the  claimants'  affidavit  that  for  some  years 
prior  to  the  war  a  trade  had  been  carried  on  by  the  merchants  of 
the  British  islands  supplying  the  French  islands  with  slaves,  on 
credit,  to  receive  payment  in  sugars  of  the  ensuing  year.  That 
there  was,  on  that  account,  always  a  considerable  debt  due  to  them 
from  the  French  merchants.  That  the  sugar  in  question  had 
actually  been  received  at  Quadaloupe  by  the  agent  of  the  claimants 
for  slaves  sold  on  their  account  prior  to  the  war. 

The  judgment  of  the  Yice- Admiralty  Court  of  St.  Christopher, 
condemning  the  ship  and  cargo,  was  affirmed.  Present :  Earl  of 
Mansfield  (President  of  the  Council),  Lord  St.  Helens,  Sir  Bdchard 
Pepper  Arden  (Master  of  the  Eolls),  and  Sir  W.  Wynne. 

I  omit  many  other  cases  of  the  last  and  the  present  war  merely 
on  this  ground,  that  the  rule  is  so  firmly  established  that  no  one 
case  exists  which  has  been  permitted  to  contravene  it.    For  I  take 

i2 


116 


THE  HOOP. 


1799  upon  me  to  aver  that  all  cases  of  this  kind  which  have  come  before 
'  that  tribunal  have  received  an  uniform  determination.  The  cases 
Thb  Hoop,  which  I  have  produced  prove  that  the  rule  has  been  rigidly 
Sip  W.  Scott,  enforced — ^where  Acts  of  Parliament  have  on  different  occasions 
been  made  to  relax  the  navigation  law  and  other  revenue  acts; 
where  the  G-ovemment  has  authorized,  under  the  sanction  of  an 
Act  of  ParUament,  a  homeward  trade  from  the  enemy's  possessions, 
but  has  not  specifically  protected  an  outward  trade  to  the  same, 
though  intimately  connected  with  that  homeward  trade,  and  almost 
necessary  to  its  existence ;  that  it  has  been  enforced  where  strong 
claims,  not  merely  of  convenience  but  of  necessity,  excused  it  on 
behaLE  of  the  individual ;  that  it  has  been  enforced  where  cargoes 
have  been  laden  before  the  war,  but  where  the  parties  have  not 
used  all  possible  diligence  to  countermand  the  voyage  after  the 
first  notice  of  hostilities ;  and  that  it  has  been  enforced  not  only 
against  the  subjects  of  the  Crown,  but  likewise  against  those  of  its 
allies  in  the  war,  upon  the  supposition  that  the  rule  was  founded 
on  a  strong  and  universal  principle  which  allied  states  in  war  had 
a  right  to  notice  and  apply  mutually  to  each  other's  subjects. 
Indeed,  it  is  the  less  necessary  to  produce  these  cases,  because  it  is 
expressly  laid  down  by  Lord  Mansfield,  as  I  understand  him,  that 
such  is  the  maritime  law  of  England  {a) ;  and  he  who  for  so  long 
a  time  assisted  at  the  decisions  of  that  Court,  at  that  period 
could  hardly  have  been  ignorant  of  the  rule  of  decision  on  this 
important  subject ;  though  none  of  the  instances  which  I  happen 
to  possess  prove  him  to  have  been  personally  present  at  those 
particular  judgments.  What  is  meant  by  the  addition  "  but  this 
does  not  extend  to  a  neutral  vessel,"  it  is  extremely  difficult  to 
conjecture,  because  no  man  was  more  perfectly  apprised  that  the 
neutral  bottom  gives,  in  no  case,  any  sort  of  protection  to  a  cargo 
that  is  otherwise  liable  to  confiscation ;  and  therefore  I  cannot  but 
conclude  that  the  words  of  that  great  person  must  have  been 
received  with  some  slight  degree  of  misapprehension. 

What  the  common  law  of  England  may  be  it  is  not  necessary, 
nor  perhaps  proper,  for  me  to  inquire ;  but  it  is  difficult  to  conceive 
that  it  can  by  any  possibility  be  otherwise,  for  the  rule  in  no  degree 

(a)  Gist  T.  Mason,  1  T.  R.  85. 
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arises  from  the  transaction  being  upon  the  water,  but  from  prin-        1799 
ciples  of  public  policy  and  of  public  law,  which  are  just  as  weighty      ^^'  ^^' 
on  the  one  element  as  on  the  other,  and  of  which  the  cases  have    Thb  Hoop. 
happened  more  frequently  upon  the  water,  merely  in  consequence  sirwTsoott. 
of  the  insular  situation  of  this  country.    But  when  an  enemy 
existed  in  the  other  part  of  the  island  (the  only  instance  in  which 
it  would  occur  upon  the  land),  it  appears,  from  the  case  referred  to 
by  that  noble  person,  to  have  been  deemed  equally  criminal  in  the 
jurisprudence  of  this  country. 

The  general  rule  of  law  being  in  my  apprehension  clear,  it  is 
only  to  be  inquired  whether  there  are  any  distinctions  which  take 
this  case  out  of  the  application;  and  I  need  not  add  that  these 
must  be  legal  distinctions  and  not  such  as  present  mere  considera- 
tions of  indulgence  and  compassion,  or  mere  considerations  of  the 
utility  of  the  particular  commerce ;  for  to  these  the  Court  has  no 
power  to  give  way.  A  reference  has  been  made  to  the  statutes. 
It  is  not  argued  that  the  statutes  will,  in  the  just  apprehension  of 
them,  authorise  such  a  trade,  but  that  they  might  have  led  to  an 
innocent  mistake  on  the  subject.  These  statutes,  it  is  admitted, 
were  made  to  apply  only  to  the  property  of  persons  in  Holland 
while  hostilities  were  impending.  It  was  necessary  that  some 
provisions  should  be  made  for  the  security  of  the  loyal  Dutchmen 
who  might  migrate  to  this  country.  It  was  found  necessary  on 
this  account  to  relax  the  navigation  laws ;  and  for  this  purpose  an 
Order  of  Council  first  issued,  which  was  afterwards  confirmed  by 
these  Acts  as  necessary  to  support  the  Order  and  protect  those  who 
acted  under  it,  but  merely  with  respect  to  property  so  circum- 
stanced. These  were  mere  Custom  House  regulations,  and  nothing 
else ;  and  it  is  impossible  to  entertain  a  doubt  respecting  the  inter- 
pretation of  them. 

It  appears  that  these  parties  had  before  applied  to  the  council  for 
special  orders,  and  had  always  obtained  them.  It  is  much  to  be 
regretted  that  they  had  not  applied  again  to  the  same  source  of 
information;  instead  of  doing  so,  they  consulted  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Customs,  very  proper  judges,  to  ascertain  what 
goods  might  be  imported  under  the  revenue  laws;  but  this  is  a 
matter  of  general  law,  on  which  they  are  not  the  persons  best 
qualified  to  give  information  or  advice.    The  intention  of  the 
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1799        parties  might  be  perfectly  innocent,  but  there  is  still  the  fact 
'  against  them  of  that  actual  contravention  of  the  law  which  no 


Thb  Hoop,  innocence  of  intention  can  do  away.  The  same  pleas  were  urged, 
Sir  W.  Soott.  ^^d  "^t^  equal  reason,  for  Mr.  Escott,  and  in  many  other  cases ; 
but  it  has  been  decided  by  a  Court  which  has  much  greater  power 
of  construction  that  such  pleas  could  not  be  sustained.  I  may  feel 
greatly  for  the  individuals  who,  I  have  reason  to  presume,  acted 
ignorantly  under  advice  that  they  thought  safe ;  but  the  Court  has 
no  power  to  depart  from  the  law  which  has  been  laid  down,  and  I 
am  under  the  necessity  of  rejecting  the  claims. 

Freight  and  expenses  were  given  to  the  master. 

On  application  that  the  Court  would  decree  the  expenses  of  the 
claims  to  be  paid  out  of  the  cargo,  it  was  contended  that  there  was 
no  instance  in  which  the  Court  had  done  this  but  in  cases  of 
recapture. 

The  Court  directed' the  expenses  to  be  paid. 
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Capture — Prize  or  Droit  of  Admiralty — Naval  8ta;tion» 

A  vessel  was  captured  by  a  boat's  crew  from  a  naval  station.  Such 
yessel  was  previously  fired  at  from  this  station,  and  struck  her  flag.  At 
this  station  there  was  no  military  establishment,  and  it  was  used  solely 
by  the  crews  of  ships  of  war  lying  in  the  vicinity.  Held,  that  the  vessel 
was  not  a  droit  of  Admiralty,  but  lawful  maritime  prize. 

1799  This  was  a  question  of  interest  on  the  capture  of  a  vessel  made 

^^^'  ^^'      from  the  island  of  St.  Marcou,  whether  it  should  be  condemned  as 
a  droit  of  Admiralty  or  to  the  captor. 

For  the  Admiralty,  the  Advocate  of  the  Admiralty  and  Laurence^ 
The  circumstances  of  the  capture  are  that  this  vessel,  on  putting 
into  St.  Marcou  for  safety,  was  fired  at  from  the  fort,  and  imme- 
diately struck  her  colours ;  that  she  continued  to  ride  there  a  whole 
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daj  before  possession  was  taken ;  that  it  was  at  last  taken  by  a        1799 
boat's  orew  ooming  off  from  the  fort. 


Teh,  26. 


These  facts,  it  is  presumed,  are  sufficient  to  establish  the  claim  of    _  T=» 
the  Admiralty,  as  the  law  gives  the  benefit  of  all  captures  made  in 
roadsteads,  creeks  or  havens,  and  on  anchorage  ground,  to  the 
Lord  High  Admiral  as  \mpecul%um. 

The  case  of  the  Trautmansdarff  (Lords,  Aug.  1,  1795),  in  which 
the  Lords  decided  against  the  claims  of  the  Admiralty,  differs 
materially  from  the  present,  as  that  capture  was  made  in  the  open 
sea  off  the  bold  shore  of  St.  Helena.  It  was,  besides,  doubtful  in 
what  manner  possession  was  first  taken,  whether  by  a  boat  from  the 
Powerful  or  by  the  act  of  firing  a  shot  from  the  fort.  In  this  caae 
it  is  not  disputed  that  the  surrender  was  made  to  the  fort  long  before 
any  boat  went  off  to  take  possession.  In  a  case  of  a  capture  made  by 
the  garrison  of  Gibraltar,  the  Nostra  Signora  del  Carmen  (a),  it  waa 
condemned  as  a  droit  of  Admiralty.  In  this  case  it  is  an  additional 
droumstance  in  favour  of  the  claim  of  the  Admiralty  that  the 
island  of  St.  Marcou  is  certified  to  be  peculiarly  under  the  direction 
of  the  Admiralty.  On  these  grounds,  it  is  submitted,  the  prize  is 
to  be  condemned  as  a  droit  of  Admiralty. 

For  the  captors,  the  King^a  Advocate  and  Arnold,  In  this  case 
there  had  been  a  mistake  in  praying  condemnation  to  the  Crown, 
but  it  has  been  rectified,  and  the  individual  captors  are  now  the 
parties  before  the  Court.  Against  either  the  Admiralty  can  have 
no  claim.  The  capture  was  made  by  naval  officers  in  their  naval 
character,  and  therefore,  primd  facky  it  is  acquired  to  the  King, 
and  through  him  to  the  actual  captors.  The  proof,  therefore,  must 
lie  with  the  Admiralty  to  take  this  case  out  of  the  general  rule. 
But  the  asserted  facts  are  not  established  by  the  evidence.  It  is 
by  no  means  proved  that  the  vessel  was  at  anchor  at  the  time  of 
capture,  as  it  is  rather  intimated  by  the  expressions  of  the  witnesses, 
that  she  struck  her  colours  before  she  came  to  an  anchor.  If  there 
was,  however,  proof  of  that  fact,  it  by  no  means  follows  that  this 

(a)  The  Nostra  Signora  del  Car'  Elliot,  lieutenant-governor;    ''ship 

men^  Bregnante,  master,  laden  with  and  cargo  condemned  to  the  Lord  High 

wine  and  oil,  seized  in  the  harbour  of  Admiral  as  perquisites  of  Admiralty:" 

Gibraltar  by  order  of  Colonel  Boger  Adm.,  June  25th,  1708. 
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2^1/^26       capture  would  be  to  be  considered  as  a  droit  of  Admiralty.     There 

— —  is  no  pretence  to  say  that  the  place  of  capture  was  a  port  or  haven; 

lU^.  it  ifl  merely  a  strait  running  between  the  island  and  the  French 
coast:  is  rather  an  anchorage-ground  off  the  island  of  St.  Marcou, 
than  a  port  or  haven  within  its  limits.  By  the  decision  of  the 
Trautmamdorff  ii  is  clearly  settled  that  an  intention  to  come  in  is 
not  sufficient ;  there  must  be  an  actual  coming  in  to  support  the 
claim  of  the  Admiralty.  No  such  thing  is  proved  in  this  case, 
and,  therefore,  the  condemnation  must  pass  in  favour  of  the  actual 
captors. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — The  general  question  arises  upon  the  capture  of 
a  vessel  at  the  isle  of  Marcou,  effected  with  considerable  exertions 
of  gallantry  and  perseverance  by  the  crews  of  the  Sand  Fly  and 
Badger ^  stationed  in  and  near  that  little  island ;  and  it  is  a  question 
of  interest  between  the  Lord  High  Admiral  or,  as  in  modem  times 
it  is  more  usually  expressed,  the  King  in  his  office  of  Admiralty 
representing  that  great  officer,  and  the  naval  captors  standing 
upon  the  general  claim  of  prize  under  the  Proclamation  and  the 
Prize  Acts  of  Parliament. 

The  rights  of  the  Lord  High  Admiral  are  of  great  antiquity  and 
splendour,  and  axe  entitled  to  great  attention  and  respect,  and 
certainly  to  full  as  much  in  this  Court  as  in  any  other  place  where 
they  can  possibly  come  under  consideration.  At  the  same  time,  it 
is  not  to  be  understood  that  an  extension  of  these  rights  beyond 
their  absolute  limits  is  to  be  favoured  by  construction.  They  are 
parts  and  parcels  of  the  ancient  rights  of  the  Crown,  communicated 
by  former  grants  to  that  great  officer,  under  a  very  different  state 
and  administration  of  his  office  from  that  which  now  exists  in 
prtfcctice. 

All  grants  of  the  Crown  are  to  be  strictly  construed  against  the 
grantee,  contrary  to  the  usual  policy  of  the  law  in  the  considera- 
tion of  grants ;  and  upon  this  just  ground,  that  the  prerogatives 
and  rights  and  emoluments  of  the  Crown  being  conferred  upon  it 
for  great  purposes  and  for  the  public  use,  it  shall  not  be  intended 
that  such  prerogatives,  rights  and  emoluments,  are  diminished  by 
any  grant  beyond  what  such  grant  by  necessary  and  unavoidable 
construction  shall  take  away.    It  is  not  improper  for  me  to  add 
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that  the  particular  cirotunstanceB  of  the  present  case,  which  imply 
great  merit  of  active  exertion  on  the  part  of  the  captors,  would 
certainly  not  dispose  the  Court  to  lose  sight  of  this  general  rule  in 
considering  this  question  of  interest. 

The  grant  to  the  Lord  High  Admiral  (evidenced  as  it  is  by  the 
Orders  in  Council  of  1665  (a),  and  by  the  subsisting  practice,)  gives 
him  the  benefit  of  all  captures  by  whomsoever  made,  whether  com- 
missioned or  non-commissioned  persons,  under  certain  circumstances 
of  situation  and  locality,  that  is,  ^^  of  all  ships  and  goods  coming  into 
poriSy  creekSy  or  roads  of  England  or  Ireland^  unless  they  come  in 


1799 
Feb.  26. 


(a)  The  following  is  a  correct  copy 
of  those  orders : — 

At  a  council  held  at  Worcester 
House  the  6th  of  March,  1665-6— 
Present  :  The  Eing's  Most  Excel- 
lent Majesty;  His  Eoyal  Highness 
the  Duke  of  York;  His  Highness 
Prince  Eupert;  Lord  Chancellor; 
Duke  of  Albemarle ;  Earl  of  Lauder- 
dale; LordFitzharding;  Lord  Arling- 
ton; Lord  Berkeley;  Lord  Ashley; 
Mr.  Secretary  Morice;  Sir  William 
Coventry. 

Whereas  through  the  long  inter- 
mission of  any  war  at  sea  by  his 
Majesty's  authority,  several  doubts 
have  arisen  concerning  certain  rights 
of  the  Lord  High  Admiral  in  time  of 
hostility,  the  determination  whereof 
appearing  very  necessary  for  the 
direction  as  well  of  his  Majesty's 
officers  as  of  those  of  the  Lord  High 
Admiral ;  upon  fuU  hearing  and 
debate  of  the  particulars  hereafter 
mentioned,  the  King's  counsel,leamed 
in  the  common  law,  and  likewise  the 
j  udge  of  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty, 
and  those  of  his  Majesty's  and  his 
Boyal  Highness  the  Lord  High  Admi- 
ral's counsel  in  the  said  High  Court  of 
Admiralty,  beingpresent  his  Majesty, 
present  in  council,  was  pleased  to 
declare: 

Ist.  That  aU  ships  and  goods  be- 
longing to  enemies  coming  into  any 


port,  creek,  or  road,  of  this  his 
Majesty's  kingdom  of  England  or  of 
Lreland,  by  stress  of  weather  or  other 
accident,  or  by  mistake  of  port,  or 
by  ignorance,  not  knowing  of  the 
war,  do  belong  to  the  Lord  High 
Admiral;  but  such  as  shall  volun- 
tarily come  in,  either  men  of  war  or 
merchantmen,  upon  revolt  from  the 
enemy,  and  such  as  shall  be  driven 
in,  and  forced  into  port  by  the  King's 
men-of-war,  and  also  such  ships  as 
shall  be  seized  in  any  of  the  ports, 
creeks,  or  roads,  of  this  kingdom,  or 
of  L^land,  before  any  declaration  of 
war  or  reprizals  by  his  Majesty,  do 
belong  unto  his  Majesty. 

2nd.  That  all  enemies'  ships  and 
goods  casually  met  at  sea,  and  seized 
by  any  vessel  not  commissionated,  do 
belong  to  the  Lord  High  Admiral. 

3rd.  That  salvage  belongs  to  the 
Lord  High  Admiral  for  all  ships 
rescued. 

4th*  That  all  ships  forsaken  by  the 
company  belonging  to  them  are  the 
Lord  High  Admiral's,  xmless  a  ship 
commissionated  have  given  the  occa- 
sion to  such  dereliction,  and  the  ship 
so  left  be  seized  by  such  ship  pursu- 
ing, or  by  some  other  ship  commis- 
sionated, then  in  the  same  company, 
and  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy ;  and  the 
like  is  to  be  understood  of  any  goods 
thrown  out  of  any  ship  pursued. 
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1799  voluntarily  upon  revolt^  or  are  driven  in  hy  the  Eingh  cruisers.^^  Usage 
'  hath  construed  this  to  include  ships  and  goods  already  come  into 
^^^^  ports,  creeks,  or  roads,  and  these  not  only  of  England  and  Ireland, 
but  of  all  the  dominions  thereunto  belonging.  But  I  can  by  no 
means  agree  to  the  position  that  has  been  laid  down,  that  wherever 
a  ship  can  find  anchorage-ground,  there  is  a  road  or  roadstead 
within  the  meaning  of  this  grant.  For  if  that  were  so,  the  Lord 
High  Admiral  would  be  entitled  to  all  captures  made  within  a 
moderate  distance  of  most  parts  of  the  coasts  of  England  and 
Ireland,  and  the  foreign  dominions  belonging  to  them,  which 
assuredly  is  not  the  case,  for  who  would  say  that  if  a  ship  at  anchor 
in  the  channel  of  Dover  is  seized  by  a  conmiissioned  cruiser,  the 
admiral  is  entitled  P  Every  anchorage-ground  is  not  a  roadstead ; 
a  roadstead  is  a  known  general  station  for  ships  (static  tutissima 
nautis)y  notoriously  used  as  such,  and  distinguished  by  the  name, 
and  not  every  spot  where  an  anchor  will  find  bottom  and  fix 
itself.  The  very  expression  of  "  coming  into  a  road  "  shows  that  by 
road  is  meant  something  much  beyond  mere  anchorage-ground  on 
an  open  coast.  When  it  was  laid  down  in  the  Trautmansdorff 
(Lords,  Aug.  1, 1795)  that  it  was  not  necessary  that  the  ship  should 
be  actually  entered,  and  that  it  was  enough  if  she  was  in  ipsis/aucibus 
of  the  port,  creek,  or  road,  it  is  evident  that  the  words  "  ports, 
creeks,  or  roads  "  have  a  signification  intimating  certain  known 
receptacles  of  ships,  more  or  less  protected  by  points  and  headlands, 
and  marked  out  by  limits,  and  resorted  to  as  places  of  safety. 

How  far  St.  Marcou  has  a  road  that  will  at  all  satisfy  this 
description  may  be  questioned.  The  witnesses  talk  of  a  road,  it  is 
true ;  but  it  should  seem  that  these  small  and  barren  rocks  enclose 
no  portion  of  the  sea  that  can  be  strictly  so  considered.  It  is  a 
pretty  open  strait  running  between  them  and  the  coast  of  Prance, 
where  ships  may  ride  as  they  may  do  in  other  open  parts  of  the 
French  coast.  It  might  likewise  admit  of  a  question  how  far  such 
a  mere  naval  station,  without  inhabitants  and  without  government, 
either  dvil  or  military,  as  in  truth  it  is,  and  merely  occupied  for 
the  temporary  convenience  of  these  gun  vessels  and  their  crews,  is 
so  far  a  recognised  possession  of  the  Crown  of  England  as  to  come 
within  the  intention  of  the  grant,  which,  according  to  the  letter 
and  my  apprehension  of  its  meaning,  cannot  travel  beyond  the 
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ports,  creeks,  and  roads  of  England  and  Ireland,  and  the  dominions        1799 
thereunto  belonging.  ^  *     ' 

Laying  these  questions,  however,  out  of  the  case,  the  first  ques-        Thb 

•  •  ^  111  Rbbeokah. 

tion  that  wiU  occur  applies  to  the  time  of  the  capture,  whether  that 
is  to  be  dated  from  the  actual  taking  possession  or  the  previous 
striking  of  the  colours ;  and  I  think  that  the  striking  of  the  colours 
is  to  be  deemed  the  real  deditio.  If  the  French  had  succeeded  in 
their  attempt  to  defeat  that  surrender,  then  the  actual  final  taking 
of  possession  must  have  been  alone  considered.  But  as  that 
attempt  failed,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  act  of  formal  submission 
having  never  been  effectively  discontinued,  must  be  deemed  the 
consummation  of  the  capture ;  and  if  bo,  the  next  question  will  be, 
Where  the  vessel  was  at  the  time  that  this  act  took  place  P  And 
this  is  proved  to  have  been  "  when  she  was  about  to  go  into  the 
road  to  anchor  there,"  for  such  is  the  expression  of  the  witness 
upon  the  third  interrogatory,  which  points  more  immediately  to 
the  place  of  capture ;  although  on  the  29th,  which  is  pointed  only 
to  the  general  course  of  the  vessel  upon  her  voyage,  he  says,  "  She 
put  into  the  road  there."  The  second  witness  describes  her  merely 
^^  as  passing  by  the  Isle  of  Maroou  at  the  time  " ;  and  the  third 
says,  in  the  language  of  the  first,  that  ^'  she  was  about  to  go  into 
the  road  to  anchor  there."  Olearly,  by  all  their  descriptions,  she 
had  not  entered  the  road,  and  she  was  under  sail  at  the  time  she 
struck  her  colours.  In  point  of  locality,  then,  the  daim  of  the 
admiral  is  not  founded,  for  she  was  not  in  ipsis  faucihm;  she  was 
about  to  enter,  but  was  not  actually  entering,  and  that  is  the  point  at 
which  the  Admiralty-right  commences. 

The  daim,  therefore,  of  the  Admiralty  must  be  supported,  if  at 
all,  upon  the  other  ground,  viz.,  that  this  was  a  capture  made  from 
the  land,  and  by  a  land  force,  and  therefore  not  a  maritime  capture 
by  persons  conmiissioned  to  take  for  their  own  benefit— and  I 
think  it  is  proved  that  the  striking  of  the  colours  was  compelled 
by  a  firing  from  the  shore,  and  that  a  boat  was  sent  from  thence 
to  take  possession.  Now  upon  this  subject  I  entirely  accede  to 
what  has  been  laid  down,  that  a  capture  at  sea  made  by  a  force 
upon  the  land  (which  is  a  case  certainly  possible,  though  not 
frequent)  is  considered  generally  as  a  non-commissioned  capture, 
and  enures  to  the  benefit  of  the  Lord  High  Admiral.    Thus,  if  a 
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1799         ship  of  the  enemy  "was  compelled  to  strike  by  a  firing  from  Ite 

■^^^'  ^^'       castle  of  Dover,  or  other  garrisoned  fortress  upon  the  land,  that 

Thb         ship  would  be  a  Droit  of  Admiralty,  and  the  garrison  must  be 

*    content  to  take  a  reward  from  the  bounty  of  the  Admiralty,  and 

SirW.  Scott.   jjQ^  ^  prize-interest  under  the  King's  proclamation.     All  title  to 
sea-prize  must  be  derived  from  commissions  under  the  Admiralty, 
which  is  the  great  fountain  of  maritime  authority ;  and  a  military 
force  upon  the  land  is  not  invested  with  any  commission  so  derived, 
impressing  upon  them  a  maritime  character,  and  authorizing  then! 
to  take  upon  that  element  for  their  own  benefit.    I  likewise  think 
cases  may  occur  in  which  naval  persons  having  a  real  authority  to 
take  upon  the  sea  for  their  own  advantage,  might  yet  entitle  the 
Admiralty,  and  not  themselves,  by  a  capture  made  upon  the  sea  by 
the  use  of  a  force  stationed  upon  the  land.    Suppose  the  crew,  or 
part  of  the  crew,  of  a  man  of  war  were  landed,  and  descried  a  ship 
of  the  enemy  at  sea,  and  that  they  took  possession  of  any  battery 
or  fort  upon  the  shore,  such  as  may  be  met  with  in  many  parts  of 
the  coast,  and  by  means  of  such  battery  or  fort  compelled  such  a 
ship  to  strike ;  I  have  no  doubt  that  such  a  capture,  though  made 
by  persons  having  naval  commissions,  yet  being  made  by  means  of 
a  force  upon  the  land  which  they  employed  accidentally,  and 
without  any  right  under  their  commission,  would  be  a  Droit  of 
Admiralty,  and  nothing  more ;  and  therefore  I  do  not  think  it 
quite  enough  to  say  that  the  persons  here  were  naval  commissioned 
persons,  and  consequently  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  all  property 
taken  upon  the  sea.     But  I  think  that  the  peculiar  nature  and 
quality  of  the  place  where  the  capture  was  eflPected  is  to  be  added 
to  the  consideration.    What  is  St.  Marcou  P   It  is  styled  a  garrison 
and  a  fort  by  one  or  two  witnesses,  but  inaccurately;  for  it  is 
certified  by  the  commander-in-chief,  that  there  is  no  garrison  nor 
any  military  establishment  whatever — ^it  is  a  mere  naval  station 
used  for  the  temporary  accommodation  of  the  crews  of  these  ships 
of  war.    There  is  not  a  person  upon  it  who  is  not  borne  upon  the 
ships'  books,  and  who  is  not  a  part  of  their  crews-^— they  have  the 
ship's  pay,  the  ship's  victuals,  and  the  ship's  officers  to  command 
them ;  the  blockhouses  which  they  have  constructed  are  mounted 
with  their  own  ship-guns,  with  the  addition  of  a  few  spare  guns 
otherwise  procured.    The  whole  force,  such  as  it  is,  upon  this  little 
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spot,  is  entirely  subservient  to  these  vessels,  and  for  their  use,  and        1799 
for  no  other  purpose,  as  the  certificates  declare.     Such  a  place,  so      ^^^'  ^^' 
selected  and  so  employed,  is  hardly  to  be  considered  as  anything         The 

else  than  as  a  part  or  appendage  of  the  naval  force ;  it  is  a  fort  of        

stationary  tender,  rather  attached  to  and  dependent  upon  these  SirW.  Soott. 
vessels,  than  having  the  vessels  attached  to  and  dependent  upon  it. 
This  peculiar  character  of  the  place  distinguishes  it  most  essentially 
from  the  case  of  a  land  fortress  possessed  by  a  miUtaiy  garrison. 
The  capture  then  was  effected  by  naval  commissioned  persons 
using  a  force  immediately  subject  to  their  use;  and  from  its 
peculiar  circumstances  sufficiently  naval  in  itself  to  be  distin- 
guished from  an  ordinary  land  force,  subject  to  military  persons. 
It  is  a  maritime  capture,  effected  regularly  by  a  maritime  force, 
and  in  a  spot  where  the  right  of  the  Admiralty  had  not  yet  com- 
menced upon  the  thing  itself  at  the  time  of  the  surrender.  And 
upon  these  grounds  I  shall  pronounce  for  the  claim  of  prize  under 
the  King's  proclamation  and  the  Prize  Acts. 
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237  1 
Contraband — Pitch   and    Tar — Pre-emption — Condemnation — Restoration    of  *-* 

Ship — Forfeiture  of  Freight. 

Pitch  and  tar  destined  for  a  hostile  port  are  contraband  of  war,  tmlese 
they  are  the  produce  of  the  shippers'  country,  but  in  such  case  they  are 
subject  to  pre-emption.  But  if  there  is  a  want  of  hona  fides  on  the  part 
of  the  shipper  as  in  ostensibly  shipping  these  articles  to  a  neutral  port, 
they  may  be  condemned. 

This  was  the  case  of  a  Swedish  vessel  going  to  France  with        1799 
contraband  articles,  and  sailing  imder  a  colourable  destination  to  a     ^^'^^^  ^* 
neutral  port. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — This  is  a  case  of  a  Swedish  ship  laden  with  tar, 
pitch  {a)^  iron  hoops,  and  bars,  and  bound  ostensibly  to  Cagliari. 

The  ship  and  cargo  are  claimed  for  the  same  person.  The  ship 
appears  clearly  to  be  Swedish  property.  But  there  ore  consider- 
able doubts  on  the  property  of  the  cargo. 

[The  Court  then  examined  the  facts  as  to  the  cargo.] 

(o)  Seo  the  Mariay  po9ff  p,  152. 
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1799  I  consider  this,  then,  as  the  ease  of  a  Swedish  ship  carrying  pitch 

and  tar  to  a  French  port,  under  a  pretended  neutral  destination. 


The  Sabah    What  will  be  the  effect  of  such  conduct  ?    Pitch  and  tar  are  now 
become  generally  contraband  in  a  maritime  war :  they  have  been 
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condemned  as  such  by  the  highest  authority  in  this  country  (a). 
In  the  practice  of  this  Court  there  is  a  rehixation,  which  allows  the 
carrying  of  these  articles,  being  the  produce  of  the  claunant's 
country ;  as  it  has  been  deemed  a  harsh  exercise  of  a  belligerent 
right  to  prohibit  the  carrying  of  these  articles,  which  constitute  so 
considerable  a  part  of  its  native  produce  and  ordinary  commerce. 
But  in  the  same  practice  this  relaxation  is  imderstood  with  a  con- 
dition that  it  may  be  brought  in,  not  for  confiscation,  but  for  pre- 
emption— ^no  imf  air  compromise,  as  it  should  seem,  between  the 
belligerent's  rights,  founded  on  the  necessities  of  self-defence,  and 
the  claims  of  the  neutral  to  export  his  native  commodities,  though 
inmiediately  subservient  to  the  purposes  of  hostility.  To  entitle 
the  party  to  the  benefit  of  this  rule  a  perfect  bona  fide%  on  his  part 
is  required. 

It  is  asked,  why  should  a  real  destination  to  French  ports  be 
concealed  if  the  neutral  has  a  right  to  carry  these  avowedly? 
Clearly  to  give  the  French  market  a  greater  security.  If  pitch 
and  tar  are  going  avowedly  to  the  enemy,  they  may  be  brought  in 
for  pre-emption ;  but  if  papers,  holding  out  a  neutral  destination, 
are  put  on  board,  this  right  is  eluded,  and  the  enemy  is  commo- 
diously  and  securely  provided  with  the  instruments  of  war.  The 
cruiser  can  only  examine  to  satisfy  himself  of  the  fact  of  the 
destination;  but  he  cannot  detain  without  a  responsibility  in 
damages.  The  false  representation,  therefore,  is  not  useless  for 
tiie  purposes  of  mischi^ :  it  is  the  passport  and  convoy  for  noxious 
articles  to  the  ports  of  the  enemy. 

I  am  of  opinion,  then,  that  this  cargo,  consisting  of  some  articles 
contraband  in  their  own  nature,  and  going  to  the  enemy's  port 
under  a  total  absence  of  that  fair  conduct  which  ought  to  have 
been  maintained  in  order  to  entitle  it  to  the  benefit  of  the  more 
favourable  rule,  is  subject  to  condenmation.    With  respect  to  the 

(a)  In  the  Tww  Juffrowm  {post,  Embden  to  Dieppe,  such  cargo  not 
p.  384),  a  cargo  of  pitch  and  tor  proved  to  be  the  produce  of  Pmssia, 
carried  in  a  Prussian  ship,  bound  from     was  condemned.    See  also  ante,  p.  1 . 
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fillip :  if  I  was  satisfied  that  the  ship  and  cargo  belonged  to  the        1799 
same  person,  I  must  condemn  that  also,  upon  the  ordinary  rule     ^^^^  ^' 


which  extends  the  penalty  of  contraband  to  all  the  property  of  the    The  Sabah 

same  owner  involved  in  the  same  unlawful  transaction  (a).    But  I        

shall  restore  it  under  the  strong  doubt  which  I  entertain,  whether  ®^  ^'  ®^**' 
the  cargo  is  not,  in  fact,  the  property  of  other  persons,  I  mean 
French  agents,  for  I  suspect  it,  on  the  grounds  mentioned  above, 
to  have  been  a  French  speculation  throughout.  In  giving  the 
owner  of  the  ship  any  benefit  from  these  doubts,  I  am,  perhaps, 
practising  a  lenity  which  would  require  more  apology  than,  upon 
strict  principle,  I  might  find  easy  to  furnish ;  but  I  shall  content 
myself  with  the  restitution  of  the  ship,  withholding,  as  usual  on 
the  carriage  of  contraband,  the  allowance  of  freight  and  expenses  (6). 


THE  ODIN  (No.  1).  [i  o.  Rob. 

^  248.] 

Capture — Neviral    Ship^DQ    facto    Briiiah — FrauduJent    Transfer — Cort' 
demnation, 

A  British  ship,  ostensibly  transferred  to  a  Bane,  captured  while 
trading  with  the  enemy,  condemned  with  her  cargo,  involved  in  the 
same  claim. 

This  was  a  case  of  a  ship  ostensibly  transferred  from  a  British        1799 
subject  to  a  Dane,  and  taken  trading  with  the  enemy.  ^^^  ^  ' 


Sir  W.  Scott. — This  is  a  case  of  very  considerable  property,  the 
ship  and  cargo,  both  of  which  are  involved,  being  described  to  bo 
of  the  value  of  150,000/.  Being  of  this  value,  it  is  of  course  a 
case  of  proportionable  importance,  and  I  feel  the  caution  with 
which  a  judicial  determination  upon  interests  of  such  an  extent 
ought  to  be  framed  and  delivered.  At  the  same  time  it  is  unneces- 
sary to  observe  that  the  quantum  of  the  property  can  have  no 
influence  upon  the  legal  merits  of  the  questions  which  I  have  to 

(a)  In  the  America,  Sir  W.  Scott  by  the  fraud  of  the  master,  the  Court  [30.  Bob.  36.] 

said :  *'  It  is  not  a  new  rule  that  if  a  would  in  all  cases  press  the  role  to 

ship  is  going  with  false  papers  the  the  utmost  rigor  against  him."    The 

owner  shall  lose  his  freight.    I  do  Court  then  held  that  such  a  case  had 

not  say  that  if  an  owner  makes  out  not  been  made  out. 
a  dear  case  that  he  has  been  duped         (6)  See  the  Franklin,  po$t,  p.  298. 
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1799        examine.    The  same  principles  apply  to  a  case  of  150/.  (all  other 
circumstances  being  eqfual),  which  must  be  applied  to  this  case  of 


Thb  Odiw.     150,000/.,  and  the  same  general  duty  lies  upon  the  Court  to  pro- 
Sir  W.  Scott,   ceed  with  all  the  tenderness  which  is  due  to  property,  however 
small,  and  with  all  the  firmness  which  it  is  bound  to  exercise,  be 
the  property  ever  so  large. 

The  claim  given  is  for  the  ship  and  cargo,  as  the  property  of 
Mr.  Jacob  Krefting,  described  to  be  a  Norwegian  by  birth,  resi- 
dent and  carrying  on  his  business  at  Fredericksnagore,  a  Danish 
establishment  near  Calcutta,  in  which  he  is  second  in  council.  It 
.  appears  that  the  ship  went  with  a  cargo  from  the  river  Hooghley  to 
Batavia ;  part  of  that  cargo  she  disposed  of  there,  and  took  another 
cargo  destined  to  Copenhagen,  and  in  the  prosecution  of  her  voyage 
was  seized  and  taken  by  a  British  ship  of  war.  And  if  this  had 
been  the  whole  of  the  case  the  consequence  must  have  been  an 
immediate  restitution,  because  this  Court  has  not  taken  upon  itself 
to  lay  down  that  a  Danish  merchant  at  Fredericksnagore,  a  Danish 
settlement,  may  not  send  a  cargo  of  his  own  in  his  own  ship  to 
Batavia,  there  dispose  of  that  cargo  and  purchase  another,  and 
bring  it  to  his  own  country  in  Europe.  But  a  fact  appears  in  the 
case,  a  fundamental  fact,  which  gives  rise  to  the  whole  of  the  present 
inquiry,  namely,  that  this  ship  had  been,  a  very  short  time  before 
this  voyage,  the  property  of  Messrs.  Lambert  &  Boss,  British 
subjects,  residing  at  Calcutta.  This  fact  leads  to  the  question 
whether  this  ship  had  been  actually  and  bond  fide  transferred  from 
them  to  this  Danish  merchant  ?  For  if  not,  if  she  continued  the 
property  of  these  British  merchants,  going  on  their  oommercial 
errands  to  Batavia,  then  a  port  of  the  public  enemies  of  his 
Majesty,  she  is  going  illegally,  and  illegally  so  as  to  subject  her  to 
confiscation,  there  being  no  maxim  better  or  more  firmly  established 
in  the  maritime  law  of  this  country  than  this,  that  no  subjeot  of 
the  King  can  trade  directly  with  the  pubKc  enemy  but  under  a 
licence  authorising  him  so  to  do,  and  that  if  he  does  presume  to 
trade  otherwise  his  property  so  employed  is  liable  to  oonfiscatioii. 
If  this  should  tiun  out  to  be  the  case  respecting  the  ship  it  will 
dispose  of  all  British  interests  in  her.  The  cargo,  it  is  to  be 
observed,  is  claimed  for  the  same  person  and  in  the  same  claim. 
If  the  claim  is  deemed  fraudulent,  as  it  respects  the  property  of 
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the  ship,  it  will,  I  think,  be  entitled  to  little  regard  849  it  respects        1799 
the  property  of  the  cargo  claimed  for  the  same  proprietor,  and  appear-     -"^'"^^  ^^• 


ing  evidently  to  be  concerned  in  one  and  the  same  original  adven-  The  Odin. 
ture.  I  am  not  aware  of  the  obligation  that  lies  upon  the  Court,  in  the  Sir  W.  Scott, 
case  of  such  a  claim,  to  separate  its  sound  from  its  diseased  parts 
for  the  benefit  of  a  claimant  detected  in  the  falsehood  of  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  his  claim.  He  has  no  right  to  insist  that  a 
discrimination  shall  be  made  in  the  property  which,  if  any  part  be 
his  own,  he  has  fraudulently  and  with  corrupt  views  mixed  up  with 
the  property  of  others.  But  in  this  particular  case  it  does  not  rest 
upon  that  general  principle,  because  much  of  the  evidence  (at  least 
anBing  from  general  circumstances)  which  applies  to  the  property 
of  the  ship  applies  with  equal  force  to  that  of  the  cargo. 

It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  the  ship  had  been  very  recently  the 
property  of  these  British  merchants,  navigated  by  John  Elmore ; 
but  here  is  a  bill  of  sale  regularly  executed  under  their  hands,  by 
which  she  is  transferred  to  Mr.  Erefting ;  and  the  benefit  of  the 
general  presumption  has  been  claimed  for  this  transfer,  that  every 
act  must  be  presumed  a  bond  fide  and  a  real  act,  to  which  may  be 
added  the  other  general  presumption  that  the  acts  of  men  must 
be  taken  primd  facie  to  be  innocent ;  whereas  if  this  transfer  is 
fictitious,  here  is  a  criminal  transaction  of  a  direct  trading  with 
the  enemy.  Other  more  particidar  presumptions  have  been  called 
in  aid.  It  was  said  that  it  was  highly  improbable  that  British 
merchants  should  send  their  property  of  immense  value  to  an 
enemy's  port,  where  it  would  run  the  hazard  of  confiscation. 

[The  Court  then  examined  the  evidence  at  great  length  and 
condemned  ship  and  cargo,  on  the  ground  that,  on  the  evidence, 
the  claimant  was  not  the  real  owner  of  the  ship.] 


B. 


130  THE  TWO  FRIENDS. 


[1  C.Rob,  THE  TWO  FRIENDS. 

271.] 

Recapture — British  Sailors  on  Foreign  Ship — Bight  to  claim  in  British  Prize 
Court — Lien  on  Becaptured  Goods  landed. 

An  American  ship  with  a  crew  partly  British  was  captured  by  tho 
French,  between  whom  and  the  Americans  there  were  de  facto  hostilities, 
and  was  recaptured  by  her  crew.  Proceedings  were  brought  by  the 
British  seamen  in  England  in  respect  of  such  recapture.  Part  of  the 
salved  cargo  had  been  landed  before  the  institution  of  the  suit.  Held, 
that  the  Court  had  jurisdiction  in  respect  of  the  recapture  of  a  ship 
belonging  to  a  friendly  power  between  whom  and  France  there  were  de 
facto  hostilities.  Held  also,  that  the  salyed  goods  when  landed  could  be 
followed  by  the  process  of  the  Court. 

1799  This  was  a  case  of  salvage  on  reoapture  of  an  American  ship  hj 

March  19.  the  crew,  port  of  whom  being  British  seamen,  and  praying  to  be 
rewarded,  the  cause  now  came  on  to  be  heard  on  protest  against 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  over  an  American  ship. 

In  support  of  the  protest,  the  King^a  Advocate  and  SetcelL 

Against  the  protest,  Latorence  and  Swabey. 

Sir  W.  Scjott. — This  is  a  case  of  an  American  ship  taken  by  the 
French  on  a  voyage  from  Philadelphia  to  London,  and  afterwards 
rescued  by  her  crew. 

It  is  allowed  to  have  been  a  rescue  very  much  to  the  advantage 
of  the  owners,  as  a  considerable  reward  has  been  already  paid  to 
the  master  by  the  underwriters.  I  shall  not  now,  however,  enter 
into  a  discussion  of  the  facts  for  the  purpose  of  settling  the  total  of 
the  reward,  or  the  proportions  to  be  assigned  to  the  particular 
actors  in  the  service,  because  a  previous  question  has  been  started 
respecting  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court.  It  appears  that  there 
has  been  an  arrest,  by  process,  of  the  ship  and  of  such  goods  as 
had  not  been  delivered  on  shore ;  but  that  some  goods  had  been 
landed  and  delivered  whilst  a  negotiation  was  going  on  between 
the  parties  to  settle  the  reward.  An  appearance  has  been  given 
under  protest  as  to  the  goods  landed,  but  that  cannot  by  any 
possibility  legally  avail,  except  as  to  those  goods  so  landed  on 
shore,  so  far  as  it  is  founded  on  the  mere  circumstance  of  locality. 
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For  the  rest  an  appearance  has  heen  given  generally.     But  still  I        1799 
am  willing  to  say  that  if  there  was  a  well  founded  objection  to  the        ^^^ 
jurisdiction  of  the  Court  in  general,  I  should  not  think  it  right  to     The  Two 

hold  the  parties  either  to  their  general  appearance  or  to  the  mere        

grounds  of  their  partial  protest.  ®^  ^'  ^**- 

It  has  been  slightly  questioned  in  the  act  of  Court  (which 
contains  the  exposition  of  facts  given  in  by  both  parties),  whether 
there  was  such  a  state  of  hostilities  between  America  and  France 
as  to  raise  a  title  to  salvage  for  American  goods  retaken  from  the 
French.  But  this  point  has  not  been  pursued  in  argument ;  and, 
indeed,  I  should  wonder  if  it  had,  after  the  determinationfl  of  this 
Court,  which  have,  in  various  instances,  decreed  salvage  in  similar 
cases.  It  is  not  for  me  to  say  whether  America  is  at  war  with 
France  or  not ;  but  the  conduct  of  France  towards  America  has 
been  such  de  facto ^  as  to  induce  American  owners  to  acknowledge 
the  services  by  which  they  have  recovered  their  ships  and  cargoes 
out  of  the  hands  of  French  cruisers  by  force  of  arms.  In  this  very 
instance  it  seems  to  have  been  so  understood,  for  the  underwriters, 
representing  the  owners,  have  rewarded  the  master  of  this  vessel 
for  an  act  which  would,  on  any  other  supposition  than  that  of  sub- 
sisting hostilities,  have  been  reprehensible.  For  although  it  is 
meritorious  to  rescue  by  force  of  arms  from  an  enemy,  it  is  quite 
the  reverse  to  rescue  from  a  neutral,  from  whom  the  owner  would 
have  a  right  to  daim  costs  and  damages  for  an  unjust  seizure  and 
detention.  If,  instead  of  this,  a  rescue  by  force  is  attempted,  and 
the  party  takes  the  law  into  his  own  hands,  it  becomes  a  breach  of 
the  law  of  nations,  which  would  endanger  the  ship  and  cargo  if 
that  attempt  shoidd  be  disappointed;  if,  therefore,  the  French 
seizors  were  to  be  considered  as  neutrals,  the  owners  would  have 
reason  to  complain  that  this  rescue  had  exposed  their  property  to 
unnecessary  hazard  instead  of  preserving  it.  These  owners  are 
therefore  barred  by  their  own  act  from  objecting  against  the 
necessity  and  the  legality  of  salvage,  whatever  may  be  the  present 
situation  of  affairs  between  America  and  France. 

This  being  disposed  of,  I  come  now  to  a  second  position,  that 
every  person  assisting  in  rescue  has  a  lien  on  the  thing  saved.  He 
has,  as  it  has  been  argued,  an  action  in  personam  also ;  but  his  first 
and  his  proper  remedy  is  in  rem,  and  his  having  the  one  is  no 

k2 


132  THE  TWO  FRIENDS. 

1799         argument  against  his  title  to  the  other.     Then  where  is  this  Ken  to 
^^^^^  ^^'     be  demanded?     It  should  seem  that  that  was  an  unnecessary 


Thb  Two     question  to  be  proposed,  when  the  goods  were  admitted  to  be  in 

*      England ;  but,  strange  as  it  may  appear,  it  is  argued  that  this 

•  *3ooic.  ^loj^^  jg  Jq  y^Q  enforced  in  America,  because  the  ship  is  an  American 
ship,  and  the  parties  are  American  sailors.  In  the  first  place,  I  am 
satisfied  that  these  persons  are  not  to  be  considered  as  American 
sailors — they  are  British-bom  subjects  returning  to  their  own 
country,  without  any  engagement  or  intention  to  go  back  to 
America,  and  without  having  any  domicile  there,  and  merely 
working  their  passage  homeward  on  board  this  ship.  They  are, 
then,  not  at  all  in  the  condition  of  American  subjects,  neither  are 
they  so  to  be  considered  in  this  act,  even  if  hired  as  mariners  on 
board  this  American  vessel ;  for  this  act  was  no  part  of  their 
general  duty  as  seamen :  they  were  not  bound  by  their  general 
duty  as  mariners  to  attempt  a  rescue,  nor  would  they  have  been 
guilty  of  a  desertion  of  their  duty  in  that  capacity  if  they  had 
declined  it.  It  is  a  meritorious  act  to  join  in  such  attempts,  and  if 
there  are  persons  who  entertain  any  doubts  whether  it  ought  to  be 
so  regarded,  I  desire  not  to  be  considered  as  one  of  the  persons 
who  entertain  any  such  doubts.  But  it  is  an  act  perfectly  volun- 
tary, in  which  each  individual  is  a  volunteer,  and  is  not  acting  as 
a  part  of  the  crew  of  the  ship  in  discharge  of  any  official  duty, 
either  ordinary  or  extraordinary.  The  opposition,  therefore,  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Court  fails  in  its  foundation  of  fact  that  these 
are  American  seamen.  But  it  is  asked,  if  they  were  American 
seamen,  woidd  this  Court  hold  plea  of  their  demands  ?  It  may  be 
time  enough  to  answer  this  question  whenever  the  fact  occurs.  In 
the  meantime  I  will  say  without  scruple  that  I  can  see  no  incon- 
venience that  would  arise  if  a  British  Court  of  Justice  was  to  hold 
plea  in  such  a  case,  or  conversely,  if  American  Courts  were  to  hold 
pleas  of  this  nature  respecting  the  merits  of  British  seamen  on  such 
occasions ;  for  salvage  is  a  question  of  the  jm  gmtiumy  and  mate- 
rially difPerent  from  the  question  of  a  mariner's  contract,  which  is 
a  creature  of  the  particular  institutions  of  each  country,  to  be 
applied,  and  construed,  and  explained  by  its  own  particular  rules. 
There  might  be  good  reason,  therefore,  for  this  Court  to  decline  to 
interfere  in  such  cases,  and  to  remit  them  to  their  own  domestic 
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forum ;  but  this  is  a  general  claim  upon  the  general  ground  of        1799 
quantum  meruit,  to  be  governed  by  a  soimd  discretion,  acting  on     ^^^'^^  ^^' 
general  principles;   and  I  can  see  no  reason  why  one  country     The  Two 

should  be  afraid  to  trust  to  the  equity  of  the  Courts  of  another  on        

Buoh  a  question,  of  such  a  nature,  so  to  be  determined.  SirW.  Scott. 

It  is  said  diflFerent  countries  may  have  different  proportions  of 
salvage,  and,  therefore,  an  inconvenience  may  arise  from  such  inter- 
ference. But  I  do  not  know  that  there  exists  any  rule  on  this 
matter  beyond  that  which  subjects  such  matters  to  a  sound  dis- 
cretion, distributing  the  reward  according  to  the  value  of  the 
services  that  have  been  performed.  There  is  no  rule  prescribed  in 
the  English  law,  nor  do  I  know  of  any  in  the  codes  of  France  or 
Spain,  applying  to  the  cases  of  foreign  property  rescued.  In  cases 
of  rescue  between  English  subjects  this  Court  usually  adopts  the 
proportion  of  recapture ;  but  it  is  not  bound  to  do  so,  and  in  respect 
to  foreigners  there  is  no  rule  but  that  of  the  quantum  meruit. 
Indeed,  I  believe  this  is,  perhaps,  the  first  case  in  which  a  foreign 
rescue  has  been  made  by  British  assistance.  As  to  the  case  which 
has  been  put,  of  a  rescue  by  a  crew,  of  which  nineteen  should  be 
English  and  one  a  Spaniard,  I  cannot  see  that  any  great  difficulty 
would  ensue.  The  case  of  recapture  is  provided  for  by  the  regu- 
lations of  Spain,  but  I  do  not  recollect  that  the  case  of  rescue  is  bo  ; 
but  supposing  that  it  is,  and  that  it  gives  the  entire  benefit  of  the 
rescued  property  to  the  rescuers,  and  that  it  was  necessary,  or  at  all 
proper,  to  decide  such  a  mixed  case  with  any  attention  to  that 
rule,  the  whole  effect,  and,  therefore,  the  whole  inconvenience 
would  be,  that  one-twentieth  part  of  the  property  would  be  con- 
demned to  that  Spaniard ;  for  there  is  no  pretence  to  say  that  the 
nineteen  Englishmen  woidd  be  entitled  to  any  benefit  from  such  a 
rule. 

These  considerations,  therefore,  found  no  solid  objections  against 
the  exercise  of  the  jurisdiction ;  but  I  go  further  and  say  that  I 
think  there  is  great  reason  for  it,  because  it  is  the  only  way  of 
enforcing  the  best  security — that  of  the  lien  on  the  property  itself. 
Between  parties  who  were  all  Americans,  if  there  was  the  slightest 
disinclination  to  submit  to  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Court,  I  should 
certainly  not  incline  to  interfere ;  for  this  Court  is  not  hungry 
after  jurisdiction,  where  the  exercise  of  it  is  not  felt  to  be  beneficial 
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March  19.     j  ^jggjp^  ^q  }^q  understood  to  deliver  no  decided  opinion,  whether 


Sir  W.Scott. 


Thb  Two  American  seamen  rescuing  an  American  ship  and  cargo  brought  into 
this  country  might  not  maintain  an  action  in  rem  in  this  Court  of  the 
law  of  nations.  But  if  there  was  British  property  on  board,  and 
American  seamen  were  to  proceed  here  against  that,  I  should 
think  it  a  criminal  desertion  of  my  duty  if  I  did  not  support  their 
okdm. 

In  the  present  case  no  American  seaman  has  appeared,  nor  is  it 
proved  that  there  was  any  British  property  on  board.  But  as  to 
these  British  seamen  holding  no  connection  with  America,  and 
having  rescued  foreign  property,  I  have  no  doubt  that  they  are 
entitled  to  have  their  services  rewarded  here;  for  it  would  be  but  a 
mere  mockery,  and  a  derision  of  their  claims,  to  send  them  back  to 
America  to  hunt  out  their  redress  against  each  individual  owner  of 
separate  bales  of  goods.  It  were  better  to  inform  them  that  they 
were  entitled  to  nothing  than  to  remit  them  on  such  a  wild  pursuit, 
I  should  therefore  think  it  a  reproach  to  the  Courts  of  this  country 
if  they  were  not  open  to  lend  their  assistance  in  such  a  case. 

I  must  do  the  owners  themselves  the  justice  to  observe  that  they 
seem  to  have  been  so  sensible  of  the  impropriety  of  such  a  proceeding 
that  they  have  referred  the  matter  to  the  insurers  here  in  this 
country;  and  it  has  been  said  that  the  insurers  are  the  proper 
persons  to  distribute  the  reward.  It  might  happen  that  property 
was  not  insured.  What  is  to  be  done  in  such  a  case  ?  I  know  of 
no  necessity  that  exists  for  an  arbitration  on  such  a  matter.  If 
the  parties  agree  and  the  arbitrators  offer  such  terms,  from  equity 
and  liberality,  as  induce  them  to  abide  by  their  arbitration,  there 
can  be  no  objection  to  that.  But  to  say  that  the  claimants  are  of 
right  to  abide  by  any  arbitration,  and  that  they  are  compelled  to 
an  arbitration  when  they  have  a  legal  right  to  a  legal  decision,  is 
not  a  very  reasonable  expectation. 

I  think  I  might  say  without  just  offence  that  insurers,  if  arbi- 
trations were  necessary,  are  not  the  fittest  persons  to  be  resorted  to 
aa  arbiters,  for  this  simple  reason :  that  they,  being  generally  the 
persons  who  are  to  pay,  are  not  exactly  the  persons  whom  a 
considerate  man  would  select  to  determine  the  quantum  of  pay- 
ment.   On  a  question  between  those  who  are  to  pay  and  those 
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who  are  to  receive,  either  of  those  classes  of  men  are  but  ill        1799 


March  19. 


Sir  W.  Soott. 


prepared  to  decide.    It  will  not  be  understood  to  be  any  reflection 

on  the  known  liberality  of  British  insurers  when  I  observe  that  one     3^  "^^ 

great  end  of  the  institution  of  civil  society  is  to  prevent  men  from 

being  judges  in  cases  wherein  they  are  concerned,  and  to  remit  the 

decision  of  adverse  interests  to  those  who  can  have  no  interest 

whatever  in  the  determination  of  any  such  cases.    I  am  of  opinion, 

therefore,  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  is  well  founded,  and 

that  the  parties  had  a  right  to  resort  to  it ;  that  the  circumstance 

of  the  ship  and  cargo  being  American  property  will  not  exclude 

the  jurisdiction  where  there  are  any  British  subjects  concerned, 

and  where  the  goods  are  within  its  jurisdiction. 

But  another  question  arises,  whether  the  jurisdiction  is  ousted 
by  the  landing  of  the  goods,  so  far  as  relates  to  that  quantity 
landed.  I  confess  I  see  no  great  advantage  likely  to  accrue  to  the 
American  owners  from  this  objection,  because  if  they  take  the  case 
from  this  Court  on  such  a  ground  they  must  go  to  another ;  and 
if  their  objection  is  to  a  British  judicature,  as  I  collect  from  the 
argument,  much  is  not  gained  from  going  to  a  British  Court  of 
oommon  law ;  it  would  be  but  to  change  postures  on  an  uneasy 
bed.  But  let  us  see  how  far  this  objection  can  avail.  It  is  said 
that  the  goods  being  on  shore  are  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Court  of  Admiralty.  With  regard  to  the  Instance  Court,  that 
may  be  true.  In  cases  of  wreck  and  derelict  I  have  known  many 
instances  of  great  hardship,  and  I  will  add,  of  crying  injustice ; 
where  salvors  have  been  amused  with  negotiations  till  the  goods 
were  landed,  and  then  the  authority  of  this  Court  has  been  defied, 
and  the  just  demands  of  the  claimants  laughed  to  scorn.  How  far 
such  a  proceeding  would  be  sustained  by  a  Court  of  common  law  is 
more  than  it  would  be  proper  for  me  to  conjecture ;  further  than 
that  it  seems  matter  of  reasonable  doubt  how  far  a  change  of 
locality  so  effected  would  be  permitted  to  defeat  the  claims  of 
substantial  justice. 

There  is  no  reason  to  surmise  such  an  intention  in  these  parties, 
although  it  does  not  appear  that  the  goods  were  landed  after  notice 
that  proceedings  had  been  instituted  here. 

But  whatever  may  be  the  law  as  to  wreck  and  derelict,  I  con- 
ceive it  does  not  apply  to  these  goods,  which  I  consider  to  be  goods 
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of  prize ;  for  I  know  no  other  definition  of  prize-goods  than  that  they 
are  goods  taken  on  the  high  seas,ywre  belli^  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
enemy ;  and  there  is  no  axiom  more  clear  than  that  such  goods,  when 
they  come  on  shore,  may  be  followed  by  the  process  of  this  Court. 
In  such  cases  the  common  law  courts  hold  they  have  no  jurisdic- 
tion, and  are  even  anxious  to  disclaim  it.  The  case  of  the  Oosfer 
EemSy  which  has  been  alluded  to,  was  very  different  from  this.  In 
that  case  there  was  a  material  distinction  as  to  the  origin  of  the 
subject-matter,  for  it  was  there  expressly  said  by  the  great  person 
who  then  presided,  "  that  those  goods  had  never  been  taken  on  the 
high  seas,  they  had  only  passed  in  the  way  of  civil  bailment  on 
delivery  into  civil  hands,  and  were  afterwards  arrested  on  shore 
as  prize.  It  was  held,  that  there  was  no  act  of  capture  on  the 
high  seas,  and  therefore  that  they  were  not  to  be  considered  as 
prize  (a). 

But  the  present  case  is  radically  bottomed  in  prize ;  and  if  so, 
all  the  consequences  of  prize  wiU  follow.  If  the  goods  are  removed 
before  proceedings  are  commenced  they  are  still  liable  to  be  called 
in  by  a  monition.  A  different  way  has  been  taken  in  this  case  by 
a  personal  monition,  as  more  convenient  to  the  parties  proceeded 
against.  On  the  whole,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  English  seamen 
are  entitled  to  redress  here ;  that  these  goods  being  matter  of  prize, 
even  that  part  which  had  been  landed,  are  subject  to  the  juris- 
diction of  this  Court,  and  I  shall  therefore  overrule  the  protest. 
That  is  all  that  I  can  do  at  present. 


(a)  The  Ooster  Eema  was  the  case 
of  a  ship  stranded  on  the  Qoodwin 
Sands,  on  a  voyage  from  the  Texel  to 
the  East  Indies.  The  cargo  was  sent 
on  shore,  and  amongst  the  rest  some 
boxes  of  silver  were  deposited  with 
the  Prussian  Consul.  The  warden  of 
the  Cinque  Ports  claimed  the  cargo 
as  the  property  of  enemies,  being 
become  a  perquisite  of  Admiralty 
within  that  j  urisdiction.  The  master 
obtained  a  monition  from  the  High 
Court  of  Admiralty  to  arrest  the 
goods  and  remove  the  cause  from  the 
Cinque  Ports  to  the   Prize  Court, 


where  he  gave  a  claim  for  the  cargo 
as  Prussian  property.  The  cargo 
was  condemned,  but  on  appeal  that 
sentence  was  reversed ;  and  the  Lords 
pronounced,  "that  the  High  Court 
of  Admiralty  had  not  a  jurisdiction 
over  the  goods  seized  and  proceeded 
against;  and  they  reversed  the  decree 
appealed  from  for  want  of  jurisdic- 
tion : "  Lords,  July  14th,  1784. 

Present,  Lord  Thurlow,  Lord  High 
Chancellor  of  Qreat  Britain;  Earl 
Gower,  Lord  President  of  the  Coun- 
cil; Marquis  of  Caermarthen;  Sir 
Lloyd  Kenyon,  Master  of  the  Bolls. 
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On  the  16th  of  May  the  cause  came  on  to  be  heard  as  to  the 
merits  of  the  parties. 

Note. — 10th  May,  1799. — ^In  the  Qood  Intent ^  Hmnphies,  an  English  vessel 
recaptured  from  the  French,  by  an  American  armed  ship,  the  American 
salvors  appeared  praying  salvage.  Court :  This  is  an  amicable  case ;  there 
is  no  opposition  to  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Court.  There  seems  to  have  been 
no  extraordinary  merit,  as  the  American  ship  was  a  ship  of  force,  and  no 
resistance  was  made.    I  shall  therefore  direct  the  usual  salvage  of  a  sixth. 


1799 
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Thb  Two 
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THE  COEIER  MARITIMO. 

Practice — Capture — Delay  in  Proceedings — Demurrage, 

A  vessel  was  captured  on  November  13th,  and  a  claim  for  its  restora- 
tion was  made  by  the  owners  on  December  23rd,  but  no  appearance  was 
entered  by  the  captors  till  February  26th  following.  Heldy  that  the 
claimants  were  entitled  to  recover  demurrage  from  the  captors,  to  be 
assessed  by  the  registrar  and  merchants. 

This  was  a  case  of  a  ship  captured  on  the  13th  of  November, 
1796,  and  carried  into  Shields. 

The  claim  was  given  on  the  23rd  of  December,  and  no  proceed- 
ings having  been  instituted  by  the  captors,  the  claimants  took  out 
a  monition  against  the  captors  to  proceed  to  adjudication,  on 
suggestion  that  there  was  an  intention  of  removing  the  vessel  from 
Shields  to  Scotland. 

No  appearance  was  given  for  the  captors  till  the  26th  of 
February,  when  they  consented  to  restitution.  An  application 
was  now  made  that  the  claimants  might  be  allowed  demurrage. 

Court:  Demurrage  is  clearly  due.  The  captor  has  not  only 
neglected  his  duty,  but  there  appears  to  have  been  an  intention  of 
violating  it  still  further  by  carrying  the  vessel  into  another  port 
out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Court.  On  the  part  of  the  claimants 
there  has  been  no  precipitation,  nor  any  attempt  to  throw  odium 
on  the  captor.  They  waited  nearly  two  months ;  and  I  must  not 
suffer  them  to  be  prejudiced  by  that  forbearance. 

No  appearance  is  now  given  for  the  captors.  There  has  been 
some  misconduct  for  which  they  are  responsible,  and  perhaps  it 
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1799         ought  to  call  for  more  than  a  mere  reparation  in  damage.    I  shall 
^^^*^  ^'      grant  demurrage,  referring  it  to  the  registrar  and  merchants  to  fix 
The  Coeieb    the  proportion. 

MAjamco. 

Demurrage  assessed  on  180  tons  for  three  months  and  twenty 
days— 330/. 


[1 0.  Eob.  THE  COPENHAGEN. 

288.] 

Capture — Interruption  of  Voyage — Transhipment  of  Cargo^- Right  of  Ship^ 
oumer  to  Freight, 

A  neutral  ship,  driven  in  by  stress  of  weather,  and  in  need  of  repairs, 
was  seized  with  her  cargo  in  a  British  port.  The  cargo  was  restored 
and  transhipped.  Afterwards  the  ship  was  restored.  Held,  in  the 
circumstances,  that  pro  ratd  freight  was  due  to  the  shipowner  from  the 
owners  of  cargo.  Capture  being  considered  as  delivery,  the  captors  of 
enemy's  goods  in  a  neutral  ship  are  generally  liable  for  the  freight,  pro- 
vided that  the  voyage  has  been  interrupted  solely  by  the  capture. 

1799  Petition  to  the  Court  for  the  settlement  of  freight  for  tranship- 
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ment  of  prize  goods,  between  the  ship,  cargo,  and  transhippers. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — This  is  a  ship  not  captured  at  sea,  but  seized  in 
a  British  port,  into  which  she  had  been  driven  by  stress  of  weather, 
afl  it  has  been  asserted  "merely  on  account  of  the  cargo,  the  ship 
being  duly  documented.'*  Duly  documented  is  altogether  a  relative 
term,  for  a  vessel  may  be  duly  documented  in  one  case  by  papers 
which  would  not  be  sufficient  documents  in  another.  Thus  in 
ordinary  cases  a  Danish  ship  would  be  duly  documented  by  a 
Danish  pass  and  other  papers ;  but  if  she  appeared  to  have  been 
bought  in  the  enemy's  country  during  the  war  a  bill  of  sale  would 
be  necessary,  and  that  duly  verified  and  supported.  In  the  present 
case  the  Court  ordered  further  proof  as  well  of  the  ship  as  of  the 
cargo.  The  latter  was  restored  on  the  1st  of  August,  1797,  but 
the  original  hearing  of  the  ship  not  coming  on  till  the  20th  of 
August,  1797,  the  ship  was  not  restored  on  further  proof  till  the 
28th  of  May,  1798.  The  ship  having  come  in  originally  in  distress 
and  wanting  repairs,  it  became  necessary  to  take  out  the  cargo,  and 
there  being  no  warehouses  at  hand  it  was  put  on  board  three  other 
vessels,  which  very  reluctantly  engaged  in  the  servi<^e,  and  were 
finally  induced  to  do  so  by  a  written  contract  with  the  master;  and 
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as  the  cargo  consisted  of  oommoditiea  brouglit  from  Smyrna  these        1799 
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ships  were  obKged  to  submit  to  perform  quarantine,  and  the  com-  _i[ ! !_ 

modities  being  damaged  these  vessels  sustained  some  actual  injury  '^*  Copbn- 

by  having  them  on  board.    As  the  Copenhagen  was  still  further        

detained  after  the  cargo  was  restored,  and  was  therefore  unable  to 
prosecute  her  original  voyage,  part  of  the  cargo  was  sent  to  London 
and  part  was  put  on  board  other  ships  to  go  on  to  the  original 
destination. 

On  these  facts  four  questions  have  arisen :  1st,  Whether  demur- 
rage is  due  for  the  detention  of  the  ship  P  and  this  question  lies 
between  the  owners  of  the  ship  and  the  owners  of  the  cargo,  for 
there  is  no  application  for  demurrage  against  the  seizors  nor  any 
ground  for  it ;  2ndly,  "Whether  freight  is  due  for  the  whole  voyage 
or  only^o  raid  ?  for  that  some  freight  is  due  is  not  denied,  and  this 
also  is  a  question  between  the  owners  of  the  ship  and  the  owners  of 
the  cargo ;  3rdly,  What  sum  of  money  is  due  to  the  owners  of  the 
three  ships  P  4thly,  the  last  question  arises  in  some  measure  out  of 
the  preceding  one :  Whether  the  owners  of  the  Copenhagen  or  the 
owners  of  the  oaigo  are  responsible  for  tins  sum  of  money,  and  also 
for  the  expenses  of  the  repairs  of  the  ship  and  other  charges  P 

The  proprietors  of  the  ship  assert  that  the  whole  is  a  matter  of 
simple  or  particular  average  on  the  cargo  only,  and  the  owners  of 
the  cargo  contend  that  the  expenses  of  transhipment  are  a  matter 
of  general  average,  falling  on  all  parties,  and  affecting  the  ship  in 
common  with  the  cargo,  but  that  the  ship  alone  must  bear  the 
expenses  of  her  own  repairs. 

In  the  first  place  the  ship  was  not  brought  in  by  seizure ;  there 
was  no  bringing  into  port  by  capture.  I  think  it  is  perfectly  clear 
that  she  wanted  repair ;  and  that  she  stayed  in  Milf ord  Haven  for 
that  purpose,  as  well  as  for  the  purpose  of  proving  her  neutral 
character.  It  appears  also  that  the  proof  of  the  character  of  the 
ship  took  up  more  time  than  that  of  the  cargo.  Under  these 
circumstances  there  cannot  be  the  slightest  pretence  for  a  claim  of 
demurrage  against  the  cargo  on  any  ground  whatever. 

Secondly.  With  respect  to  the  freight,  some  is  admitted  to  be  due; 
as  the  ship  has  brought  her  cargo  from  Smyrna  through  much  the 
most  considerable  part  of  the  voyage.  But  it  is  said  that,  in 
matters  of  prize,  the  whole  freight  is  always  given ;  and  for  this 
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1799  reason,  beoauBe  capture  is  considered  as  delivery,  and  a  captured 
jjprti  9, 12.  yoQQQi  earns  her  whole  freight.  I  have  already  said  that  this  is  not 
Thb  Copen-    merely  or  originally  a  matter  of  prize ;  the  ship  was  not  brought  in 

*       as  such ;  she  came  in  first  from  distress,  and  was  afterwards  put 

IT w.  SCO  .  ^pQQ  j^Y^Q  proof  of  her  character;  it  is  a  case  of  a  mixed  nature  ; 
and  the  maxim  that  capture  is  delivery  is  not  to  be  taken  in  the 
general  way  in  which  it  has  been  laid  down.  It  is  by  no  means 
true,  except  where  the  captor  succeeds  fully  to  the  rights  of  the 
enemy,  and  represents  him  as  to  those  rights.  If  a  neutral  vessel, 
having  enemy's  goods,  is  taken,  the  captor  pays  the  whole  freight 
because  he  represents  the  enemy  by  possessing  himself  of  the 
enemy's  goods  jure  belli;  and  although  the  whole  freight  has  not 
been  earned  by  the  completion  of  the  voyage,  jety  as  the  captor  by 
his  act  of  seizure  has  prevented  its  completion,  his  seizure  shall 
operate  to  the  same  eflfect  as  an  actual  delivery  of  the  goods  to  the 
consignee,  and  shall  subject  him  to  the  payment  of  the  full  freight. 
But  if  ship  and  cargo  being  both  neutral  are  restored,  the  con- 
sequence is  only  that  the  ship  must  proceed  on  and  complete  her 
voyage  before  she  can  demand  her  freight.  If  the  cargo  is  restored 
whilst  the  ship  continues  under  detention,  still  less  reason  is  there 
to  contend  that  she  has  earned  her  whole  freight.  Such  is  the 
present  case  in  which  the  ship  has  failed  in  her  contract,  and  this 
not  owing  to  the  cargo  in  any  manner,  but  to  her  own  state 
of  distress  originally,  and  afterwards  to  her  dubious  character. 
Under  these  circumstances  it  is  impossible  to  say  that  she  has 
earned  more  than  a  freight  pro  ratd  itinerisj  which  therefore  the 
registrar  and  merchants  must  ascertain  in  the  usual  manner. 

[The  Court  then  dealt  with  the  quantum  of  the  demand  of  the 
owners  of  the  three  vessels,  and  with  the  rights  of  the  owners 
of  ship  and  cargo  inter  se  for  repairs  to  the  ship,  and  the  cost  of  the 
transhipment  of  the  cargo.] 
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296.] 
Capture — Enemy  Qoods — Neutral  Ship — Bight  to  Freight, 

The  general  principle  is  that  when  enemy  goods  are  captured  on  a 
neutral  ship,  the  owner  of  such  ship  has  the  same  right  against  the 
captors  for  freight  as  against  the  enemy.  But  held  not  to  apply  where 
a  neutral  ship  was  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade  of  an  enemy. 

This  was  a  case  respecting  the  allowance  of  freight  and  expenses        1799 
to  a  neutxal  ship  taken  carrying  on  the  coasting  trade  of  the      -^prii9, 
enemy. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — This  is  the  case  of  a  ship  sailing  under  Danish 
colours,  and  taken  with  a  cargo  of  salt  on  a  voyage  from  Cadiz  to 
Castropel,  in  Galicia.  The  ship  has  been  restored,  reserving  the 
question  of  freight  and  expenses.  The  cargo  has  been  condemned 
as  the  property  of  the  King  of  Spain,  and  the  question  now  is, 
under  these  circumstances,  whether  freight  and  expenses  shall  be 
allowed  in  this  case  P 

I  shall  first  consider  this  case  upon  principle;  and,  secondly, 
upon  the  foundation  of  authorities. 

First,  where  a  capture  is  made  of  a  cargo  the  property  of  an 
enemy  carried  in  a  neutral  ship,  the  neutral  shipowner  obtains 
against  the  captor  those  rights  which  he  had  against  the  enemy. 
At  the  same  time  this  principle  is  not  so  universal  as  not  to  be 
liable  to  some  exceptions,  as,  for  instance,  in  the  known  case  of 
contraband  goods.  If  an  enemy  puts  on  board  a  neutral  vessel  a 
cargo  belonging  to  himself,  which  is  a  contraband  cargo,  and  that 
cargo  is  taken,  it  is  condemnable  to  the  captor ;  but  the  Court  will 
not  consider  itself  as  bound  to  enforce  the  payment  of  freight 
against  the  captors,  although  at  the  same  time  the  neutral  ship- 
owner might  have  just  reason  to  demand  it  from  the  enemy,  with 
respect  to  whom  his  contract  has  been  performed,  as  far  as  he  had 
not  been  disabled  from  fulfilling  it  by  the  very  circumstance  of  the 
other  contracting  party  having  put  a  cargo  of  that  species  on  board, 
and  consequently  exposed  the  vessel  to  hostile  seizure.  And  the 
Court  may,  in  like  manner,  not  conceive  itself  under  any  obligation 
to  say,  in  other  instances,  that  the  captors  are  liable  to  the  charge 
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1799         of  freight,  although  it  may  be  a  good  and  valid  demand  against 
■^P^^'       the  owner,  which  the  parties  must  settle  elsewhere, 
_^^  Now  the  ground  upon  which  it  is  contended  that  the  freight  is 

not  due  to  the  proprietors  of  this  vessel  is  that  she  is  a  Danish  ship 
employed  in  the  transmission  of  Spanish  goods  from  one  Spanish 
port  to  another,  and  so  carrying  on  the  coasting-trade  of  that 
country.    In  our  own  country  it  has  long  been  the  system  that  the 
coasting-trade  shall  only  be  carried  on  by  our  own  navigation,      I 
observe,  that  in  all  the  rage  of  novel  experiment  that  has  dictated 
the  commercial  regulations  of  France  in  its  new  condition,  this 
policy  is  held  sacred.     It  stands  enacted  by  a  decree,  21st  Sep- 
tember, 1793,  that  no  goods,  the  growth  or  manufacture  of  Prance, 
shall  be  carried  from  one  French  port  to  another  in  foreign  ships 
under  pedn  of  confiscation.     The  same  policy  has  directed  the  com- 
mercial system  of  other  European  countries.    In  the  ordinary  state 
of  affairs  no  indulgence  is  generally  permitted  to  the  ships  of  most 
other  countries  to  carry  on  the  coasting-trade.      I  think,  therefore, 
the  anus  prolandi  does  at  least  lie  on  that  side,  and  always  makes  it 
necessary  to  be  shown  by  the  claimants  that  such  a  trade  was  not  a 
mere  indulgence  and  a  temporary  relaxation  of  the  coasting  system 
of  the  state  in  question,  but  that  it  was  a  common  and  ordinary 
trade,  open  to  the  ships  of  any  country  whatever. 

Applying  that  principle  to  the  present  case  (if  I  am  right  in  the 
presumption),  I  am  to  infer  that  this  vessel  is  carrying  on  a  com- 
merce which,  according  to  the  general  trading  system  of  Spain,  she 
could  not  pursue,  in  consequence  of  the  pressure  to  which  the 
commerce  of  Spain  has  been  reduced  by  the  arms  of  this  country. 
If  so,  upon  what  ground  is  it  that  she  claims  freight  against  the 
captor  on  a  voyage  undertaken  for  the  peculiar  accommodation  and 
relief  of  the  enemy,  under  the  distress  to  which  the  successful 
hostilities  of  the  captor's  country  had  reduced  him  P  Is  there 
nothing  like  a  departure  from  the  strict  duties  imposed  by  a  neutral 
character  and  situation,  in  stepping  in  to  the  aid  of  the  depressed 
party  and  taking  up  a  commerce  which  so  peculiarly  belonged  to 
himself,  and  to  extinguish  which  was  one  of  the  principal  objects 
and  proposed  fruits  of  victory  P  Is  not  this,  by  a  new  act  and  by 
an  interposition  neither  known  nor  permitted  by  that  enemy  in  the 
ordinary  state  of  his  affairs,  to  give  a  direct  opposition  to  the 
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efforts  of  the  conqueror,  and  to  take  off  that  pressure  wHoh  it  is        1799 
the  very  purpose  of  war  to  inflict,  in  order  to  compel  the  conquered      -^p^^^* 
to  a  due  sense  and  observance  of  justice  ?    Is  this  so  clearly  within        The 

the  limits  of  impartial  and  indifferent  conduct,  that  if  a  neutral  ship        

is  taken  in  an  office  of  this  kind  she  is  entitled  to  claim  against  the  °''  '^^  ^^^  • 
captor,  whom  she  is  thus  counteracting  and  almost  defrauding,  the 
very  same  rights  which  she  possessed  against  the  claimant,  to  whom 
she  is  giving  this  extraordinary  and  irregular  assistance  ? 

It  is  said  in  argument  that  this  principle,  which  applied  likewise 
to  the  colonial  trade  between  the  mother  countries  and  their  planta- 
tions  in  the  West  Indies  (that  being  equally  a  trade  guarded  by  a 
monopoly  in  time  of  peace,  and  having  been  likewise  occasionally 
relaxed  under  the  pressure  of  a  war),  has  been  in  a  good  measure 
abandoned  in  the  decisions  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Appeal. 
I  am  not  acquainted  with  any  decision  to  that  effect,  and  I  doubt 
very  much  whether  any  decision  yet  made  has  given  even  an 
indirect  countenance  to  this  supposed  dereliction  of  a  principle 
apparently  rational  in  itself,  and  conformable  to  all  general 
reasoning  on  the  subject.  It  is  certainly  true  that  in  the  last  war 
many  decisions  took  place  which  then  pronounced  that  such  a 
trade  between  France  and  her  colonies  was  not  considered  as  an 
unneutral  commerce;  but  under  what  circumstances?  It  was 
understood  that  Frsmce,  in  opening  her  colonies  during  the  war, 
dedared  that  this  was  not  done  with  a  temporary  view  relative  to 
the  war,  but  on  a  general  and  permanent  purpose  of  altering  her 
colonial  system,  and  of  admitting  foreign  vessels  universally  and 
at  all  times  to  a  participation  of  that  commerce.  Taking  that  to  be 
the  fact  (however  suspicious  its  conmiencement  might  be  during 
the  actual  existence  of  a  war),  there  was  no  ground  to  say  that 
neutrals  were  not  ccurying  on  a  commerce  as  ordinary  as  any  other 
in  which  they  could  be  engaged ;  and  therefore,  in  the  case  of  the 
Verwagtig  (a)  and  in  many  other  succeeding  cases,  the  Lords 
decreed  payment  of  freight  to  the  neutral  shipowner.  It  is  fit  to 
be  remembered  on  this  occasion  that  the  conduct  of  France  evinced 

(a)  This  was  a  Daidsh  vessel  bound  Cotut  of   Antigua  had  given  half 

fFom  Marseilles  to  Martinique,  and  freight;  on  appeal,  the  Lords  gave 

back  to  Europe,  and  taken  on  the  the  whole, 
outward  voyage ;  the  Vice- Admiralty 
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1799  how  little  dependence  can  be  placed  upon  explanations  of  measures 
^^^^-      adopted  during  the  pressure  of  a  war,  for  hardly  was  the  ratifica- 

The  tion  of  the  peace  signed,  when  she  returned  to  her  ancient  system 
of  colonial  monopoly.  In  the  present  war  I  am  not  aware  that  any 
judgments  of  the  Supreme  Court  yet  pronounced  have  receded 
from  the  principle,  except  in  cases,  and  under  circumstances  in 
which  a  respect  to  public  stipulations  and  treaties  required  that  the 
application  should  be  limited ;  the  general  principle  I  take  to  be 
entire  and  untouched,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  that  trade  of  the 
colonies. 

As  to  the  coasting  trade  (supposing  it  to  be  a  trade  not  usually 
opened  to  foreign  vessels),  can  there  be  described  a  more  effective 
accommodation  that  can  be  given  to  an  enemy  during  a  war  than 
to  undertake  it  for  him  during  his  own  disability  ?  Is  it  nothing 
that  the  commodities  of  an  extensive  empire  are  conveyed  from  the 
parts  where  they  grow  and  are  manufactured  to  other  parts  where 
they  are  wanted  for  use?  It  is  said  that  this  is  not  importing  any 
thing  new  into  the  country,  and  it  certainly  is  not ;  but  has  it  not 
all  the  eflfects  of  such  an  importation  ?  Supposing  that  the  French 
navy  had  a  decided  ascendant,  and  had  cut  off  all  British  communica- 
tion between  the  northern  and  southern  parts  of  this  island,  and  that 
neutrals  interposed  to  bring  the  coals  of  the  north  for  the  supply  of 
the  manufactures  and  for  the  necessities  of  domestic  life  in  this 
metropolis;  is  it  possible  to  describe  a  more  direct  and  a  more 
effectual  opposition  to  the  success  of  French  hostility  short  of  an 
actual  military  assistance  in  the  wm  ?  What  is  the  present  case  f 
It  is  still  more ;  it  is  the  direct  conveyance  of  a  commodity  belong- 
ing immediately  to  the  King  of  Spain  for  the  purpose  of  public 
revenue ;  the  vessel  is  employed  not  merely  in  the  private  traffic  of 
individuals,  but  in  the  revenue  service  of  the  state.  The  King  of 
Spain,  disabled  from  employing  Spanish  vessels  in  the  collection  of 
his  revenues,  enlists  foreign  vessels  under  this  necessity.  Salt  is  a 
royal  monopoly  in  Spain,  as  it  formerly  was  in  France,  and  it  is 
distributed  on  the  Government  account  to  the  various  provinces. 
This  foreign  ship  is  employed  in  the  distribution,  and  by  the 
employment  becomes  an  actual  revenue  cutter  of  the  King  of 
Spain.    It  should  seem  to  be  no  very  harsh  treatment  of  such  a 
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vessel  if,  on  the  capture,  she  is  restored,  and  is  only  left  to  pursue        1799 

her  demand  of  freight  against  her  original  employers.  ^* - 

"With  respect  to  authorities,  it  has  heen  much  urged  that  in  three     _  "^^ 

*  °  Emanuel. 

cases  this  war  the  Court  of  Admiralty  has  decreed  payment  of 
freight  to  vessels  so  employed,  and  I  believe  that  such  cases  did 
pass  under  an  intimation  of  the  opinion  of  the  very  learned  person 
who  preceded  me,  in  which  the  parties  acquiesced  without  resorting 
to  the  authority  of  a  higher  tribunal.  But  a  case  before  the  Lords 
seems  to  convey  a  different  opinion  upon  this  subject  of  the  coast- 
ing trade  of  the  enemy — the  case  of  the  Mercurius  (a),  in  which 
freight  was  refused.  The  cargo  was  lawful  under  the  Danish 
treaty,  to  the  benefit  of  which  the  party  was  entitled  as  bond  fide 
domiciled  in  Denmark,  although  a  native  subject  of  Ghreat  Britain. 
I  am  not  able  to  say  precisely  how  far  the  circimistance  of  his 
birth  was  an  ingredient  in  the  determination  of  the  case,  but  the 
general  rule  is  that  a  person  living  bond  fide  in  a  neutral  country  is 
fully  entitled  to  carry  on  a  trade  to  the  same  extent  as  the  native 
merchants  of  the  country  in  which  he  resides,  provided  it  is  not 
inconsistent  with  his  native  allegiance.  It  is  conformable  to  more 
ancient  judgments  upon  the  subject,  which  have  pronounced  that 
"  Neutrals  are  not  to  trade  on  freight  between  the  ports  of  the 
enemy  "  (6).  To  this  principle  I  shall  adhere  in  the  present  case, 
leaving  the  party  to  such  remedy  for  his  demand  of  freight  as  he 
may  tbinlc  fit  to  pursue,  either  against  the  captor  by  appeal  in  this 
country,  or  against  his  freighter  in  the  country  where  he  was 
employed. 

(a)  This  was  a  Danish  vessel  carry-  the  sentence  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty 

ing  a  cargo  of  wheat  from  Dunkirk  refusing  freight  was  affirmed, 
to  Bordeaux,  and  restored  by  consent, 

reserving  the  question  of   freight ;  (ft)  See  the  Immanuelf  posf,  p.  218. 


B. 
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329.] 

Conirahaiid — Tar — Interest  of  Cargo  Owner  in  Ship — Liability  to  Condemnaium* 

Tar  is  liable  to  oondenmation  as  contraband.  If  the  owner  of  a  contra- 
band cargo  has  an  interest  in  the  ship,  such  interest  is  liable  to  con- 
demnation. When  the  shipowner  has  no  interest,  freight  only  is  liable 
to  forfeiture. 

1799  This  was  a  case  of  a  ship  taken  on  a  voyage  from  Bremen  to 

^^  •  Rochelle  laden  with  tar.  The  ship  was  claimed  for  Mr.  Schroeder 
and  others ;  the  tar  remained  unclaimed.  The  King's  Advocate 
and  Croke  contended  that  the  cargo  was  imdoubtedly  subject  to 
condemnation  as  contraband ;  that  the  ship's  papers  all  described 
the  cargo  to  be  the  property  of  Mr.  Schroeder,  the  principal 
claimant  of  the  ship  ;  that  the  master  stated  "  Mr.  Schroeder  to  be 
the  lader  and  the  owner ;  "  and  that  there  was  a  bill  of  lading  and 
certificate  of  property  on  oath  to  the  same  effect ;  that  on  these 
grounds  there  was  suflScient  proof  of  the  property  of  Mr.  Schroeder, 
although  he  had  withheld  his  claim,  knowing  it  would  affect  the 
ship ;  that  notwithstanding  this  artifice  the  same  consequence 
would  follow,  as  there  was  sufficient  proof  of  property ;  and  that 
the  whole  was  liable  to  condemnation — ^his  own  share  as  being  con- 
nected with  his  other  property  employed  in  contraband  trade,  and 
the  shares  of  his  co-partners  as  affected  by  the  act  of  their  partner 
and  agent;  the  passport  particularly  purporting  to  have  been 
obtained  by  Mr.  Schroeder  on  oath  that  the  cargo  contained  no 
contraband  goods. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — There  can  be  no  doubt  in  this  case  but  that  the 
tar  is  liable  to  condemnation  as  unclaimed,  and  also  as  contraband, 
being  taken  going  from  a  port  of  the  country  of  which  it  could 
not  be  the  produce.  Formerly,  according  to  the  old  practice,  this 
cargo  would  have  carried  with  it  the  condemnation  of  the  ship, 
but  in  later  times  this  practice  has  been  relaxed,  and  an  alteration 
has  been  introduced  which  allows  the  ship  to  go  free,  but  subject 
to  the  forfeiture  of  freight  on  the  part  of  the  neutral  owner.  This 
applies  only  to  cases  where  the  owners  of  the  ship  and  cargo  are 
different  persons.  Where  the  owner  of  the  cargo  has  any  interest 
in  the  ship  the  whole  of  his  property  will  be  involved  in  the  same 
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sentence  of  oondemnation ;  for  where  a  man  is  ooncerned  in  an        1799 
illegal  transaction  the  whole  of  his  property  emharked  in  that      '^"^  ^^' 
transaction  is  liable  to  confiscation.     The  proofs  are  very  strong   Thb  Jonoe 

that  Mr.  Sohroeder  is  the  owner  of  the  cargo,  although  it  is  not        * 

daimed :  there  is  the  sworn  certificate  of  the  man  himself ;  and  all  ^^^*  ^^^*- 
that  is  said  on  the  other  side  is  that  there  is  no  claim.  There  may 
he  eases  in  which  the  conduct  of  a  man  may  prevail  against  the 
evidence  of  the  ship's  papers ;  hut  there  is  here  only  a  continuance 
of  the  same  fraudulent  discretion  which  has  guided  his  conduct 
throughout,  as  he  must  be  aware  that  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
fact  by  claiming  would  involve  the  ship.  His  share  must  be 
subject  to  condenmation. 

The  only  question  is,  whether  there  is  proof  that  there  are  more 
owners  of  the  ship  than  one.  I  think  it  does  appear  that  there  are 
other  persons  concerned  in  the  ship,  although  they  do  not  appear 
to  be  affected  with  a  knowledge  of  the  cargo ;  the  presumption  is 
against  them  certainly,  but  that  is  not  sufficient  to  induce  me  to  go 
the  length  of  condemning  their  shares.  What  I  shall  do  will  be 
to  condemn  Mr.  Schroeder's  share ;  and  require  an  attestation  of 
the  other  part-owners  that  they  had  no  knowledge  of  the  contra* 
band  goods,  for  being  only  part-owners  of  the  ship,  and  not  general 
partners  with  Mr.  Schroeder,  I  shall  not  hold  them  to  be  necessarily 
affected  by  his  criminal  acts. 


THE  BETSEY  (No.  2).  [i  c.  Rob. 

^  '  332.] 

Blockade — Neutral — Inquiry, 

A  shipowner  who,  when  liis  sliip  sails,  is  not  in  a  position  to  know  if 
a  blockade  previously  notified  still  exists,  may  send  her  to  the  proximity 
of  the  blockaded  port  in  order  to  inquire  if  the  blockade  still  exists. 

This  was  a  case  of  an  American  ship  taken  by  the  French  on  a        1799 
voyage  from  America  to  Amsterdam,  retaken  by  the  English,  and      ^^y  ^^' 
proceeded  against  for  an  intentional  breach  of  the  blockade  of 
Amsterdam. 

For  the  captors,  the  King^a  Advocate. 

'  Pot  the  claimants,  Laurence, 

l2 
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1799  Sir  W.  Scott. — I  hardly  think  that  there  is  suflScient  evidence 

^^^^'  in  this  case  to  afiPect  the  parties  with  an  intention  of  fraud.  The 
Thb  Bet8st  ship  sailed  in  January  last,  when  the  owners  were  certainly  in- 
formed of  the  blockade,  but  the  distance  of  their  country  is  a 
material  circumstance  in  their  favour.  I  certainly  cannot  admit 
that  Americans  are  to  be  exempted  &om  the  common  effect  of  a 
notification  of  a  blockade  existing  in  Europe.  But  I  think  it  is 
not  unfair  to  say  that,  lying  at  such  a  distance,  where  they  cannot 
have  constant  information  of  the  state  of  the  blockade,  whether  it 
continues  or  is  relaxed,  it  is  not  unnatural  that  they  should  send 
their  ships  conjecturally,  upon  the  expectation  of  finding  the 
blockade  broken  up  after  it  had  existed  for  a  considerable  time.  A 
very  great  disadvantage  indeed  would  be  imposed  upon  them  if 
they  were  bound  rigidly  by  the  rule  which  justly  obtains  in  Europe, 
that  the  blockade  must  be  conceived  to  exist  till  the  revocation  of 
it  is  actually  notified.  For  if  this  rule  is  rigidly  applied,  the  effect 
of  the  blockade  could  last  two  months  longer  upon  them  than  on 
the  trading  nations  of  Europe,  by  whom  intelligence  is  received 
almost  as  soon  as  it  is  issued.  That  the  Americans  should  there- 
fore send  their  ships  upon  a  fair  conjecture  that  the  blockade  had, 
after  a  long  continuance,  determined,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
making  fair  inquiry  whether  it  had  so  determined  or  not,  is,  I 
think,  not  exceptionable ;  though  I  certainly  agree  that  this  inquiry 
should  be  made  not  in  the  very  mouth  of  the  river  or  estuary  from 
the  blockading  vessels,  but  in  the  ports  that  lie  in  the  way,  and 
which  can  furnish  information  without  furnishing  opportunities  of 
fraud.  In  the  present  case  the  blockade  had  been  understood  in 
America  to  have  existed  the  whole  winter,  and  therefore  it  was 
not  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  by  that  time  it  had  ceased. 

The  papers  all  bear  an  avowed  destination  to  Amsterdam,  which 
I  think  a  favourable  circumstance,  and,  in  some  degree,  destroys 
the  suspicion  of  fraud.  If  there  had  been  a  fraudulent  intention 
Amsterdam  would  not  have  stood  so  prominent  to  observation. 
The  directions  certednly  contain  some  expressions  which  are  rather 
awkward :  "  If  you  should  not  be  so  fortunate  as  to  get  into 
Amsterdam."  This  is  rather  an  alarming  expression,  but  perhaps 
it  may  be  a  criterion  of  a  fair  case :  a  designing  man  would  have 
been  more  cautious  in  the  choice  of  his  expression.    The  master 
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was  directed  to  inquire  of  tlie  blockading  frigates— I  have  already        1799 
said  that  he  ought  to  have  been  directed  to  inquire  elsewhere — in  !? — 1 


the  ports  of  the  Channel.     But,  on  the  whole,  as  the  property  is  "^^^^^^^ 
not  disputed,  and  as  the  papers  all  speak  openly,  I  do  not  think        -— 

.  ,  _       ^        -   «     1.  •   ±     ±2         oirW.  Scott. 

there  is  anything  to  affect  the  owners  with  a  iraudulent  intention, 
and  therefore  I  shall  restore  (a). 


THE  VEOW  MABGAEETHA. 

Capture — Cargo — Transfer  in  transitu — War  not  Imminent, 

The  rule  of  the  Prize  Court  that  property  in  goods  is  considered  to 
be  in  the  shipper  until  delivery,  and  that  a  transfer  in  transitu  is 
inyalid,  does  not  apply  unless  at  the  time  of  such  transfer  war  is  exist- 
ing or  is  imminent. 

This  was  a  case  of  a  cargo  of  brandies,  shipped  by  Spanish 
merchants  in  Spain  in  May,  1794,  before  Spanish  hostilities,  and 
transferred  to  Mr.  Berkeymyer  at  Hamburg,  during  their  voyage 
to  Holland. 

For  the  captors,  the  King^a  Advocate  and  Setcel  contended  that 
the  property  of  these  goods  was  to  be  considered  under  the  original 
shipment  as  belonging  either  to  the  shippers  in  Spain  or  to  the 
consignees  in  Holland ;  that  in  either  csise,  in  consequence  of  what 
had  taken  place  between  the  two  countries  subsequent  to  hostilities* 
they  would  be  subject  to  condemnation;  that  it  had  been  the 
invariable  practice  of  the  Prize  Court  to  look  only  to  the  time  of 
shipment,  and  that  there  was  no  instance  of  a  claim  being  sustained 
for  goods  purchased  of  the  enemy  in  transitu. 

For  the  claimants,  the  Advocate  of  the  Admiralty  and  Laurence 
contended  that  the  rule  relied  on  might  be  true  in  shipments  made 


[1  C.  Rob. 
836.] 


1799 
June  6. 


(a)  In  a  later  case,  the  Posten, 
8th  August,  1799,  a  Danish  ship 
from  Drontheim  to  Amsterdam, 
taken  off  the  Texel,  and  proceeded 
against  for  a  breach  of  the  blockade 
of  Amsterdam.  The  same  excuse  was 
made  that  they  expected  to  receive 


information  on  the  spot;  and  the 
Betsey  was  cited.  The  Court  said, 
*'  Bhips  must  caU  somewhere  to 
obtain  information,  for  the  Court 
will  not  allow  the  information  to 
be  obtained  at  the  mouth  of  the 
blockaded  port." 
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1799         in  an  enemy's  country  in  time  of  war,  but  that  it  oould  not  apply 

****^  '       to  a  case  like  this,  in  which  shipment,  being  previous  to  hostilities 

T^  Vkow     (and  before  they  could  be  in  any  way  foreseen),  furnished  a  just 

exception  to  the  rule;  and  was  also  a  sufficient  answer  to  any 

suspicion  of  a  fraudulent  or  collusive  transfer. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — This  is  a  claim  of  Mr.  Berkeymyer,  of 
Hamburg,  for  some  parcels  of  wine  which  were  seized  on  board 
three  Dutch  vessels  detained  by  order  of  government  in  1795. 
The  ships  have  been  since  condemned ;  the  cargoes  were  described 
in  the  ship's  papers,  as  far  as  the  property  was  expressed,  as 
belonging  to  Spanish  merchants.  It  is  material,  in  this  case,  to 
consider  the  relative  situation  of  the  countries  from  which  and  to 
which  these  cargoes  were  going.  Spain  and  Holland  were  then  in 
alliance  with  this  country,  and  at  war  with  France;  it  might, 
therefore,  be  an  inducement  with  a  Spanish  merchant  to  conceal 
the  property  of  his  goods,  although  it  does  not  appear  to  have  existed 
in  any  great  degree,  as  the  goods  were  coming  under  an  English 
convoy,  and  as  they  were  shipped  "as  Spanish  wines,"  and 
destined,  avowedly,  to  Holland ;  there  was,  therefore,  nothing  in 
this  part  of  the  case  to  mislead  our  cruisers.  Mr.  Berkeymyer  is 
allowed  to  be  an  inhabitant  of  Hamburg,  although  he  had  made  a 
journey,  a  short  time  previous  to  the  shipment  of  these  cargoes,  to 
Spain  (where  he  had  resided  some  years  before),  to  settle  his 
affairs,  and  bring  off  the  property  which  he  had  left  behind  him. 
He  had  quitted  Spain,  however,  previous  to  the  breaking  out  of 
Spanish  hostilities,  and  had  resumed  his  original  character  of  a 
merchant  of  Hamburg.  The  account  which  he  gives  of  his  trans- 
actions in  Spain,  as  far  as  they  regard  this  case,  is  that  he  entered 
into  a  contract  with  two  Spanish  houses  for  some  wines  which 
were  at  the  time  actually  shipped  and  in  itinere  towards  Holland. 
The  first  objection  that  has  been  taken  is  that  such  a  transfer  is 
invalid,  and  cannot  be  set  up  in  a  Prize  Court,  where  the  property 
is  always  considered  to  remain  in  the  same  character  in  which  it 
was  shipped  till  the  delivery.  If  that  could  be  maintained,  there 
would  be  an  end  of  the  question,  because  it  has  been  admitted  that 
these  wines  were  shipped  as  Spanish  property,  and  that  Spanish 
property,  is  now  become  liable  to  condemnation.    But  I  apprehend 
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it  is  a  position  which  cannot  be  maintained  in  that  extent.    In  the        1799 
ordinary  course  of  things  in  time  of  peace — ^for  it  is  not  denied       *^"^^^- 
that  such  a  contract  may  be  made,  and  efiectually  made  (according    The  Ybow 

to  the  usage  of  merchants) — such  a  transfer  in  tramitu  might        

certainly  be  made.  It  has  even  been  contended  that  a  mere  Sir  W.Scott. 
delivering  of  the  bill  of  lading  is  a  transfer  of  the  property.  But 
it  might  be  more  correctly  expressed,  perhaps,  if  said  that  it  trans- 
fers only  the  right  of  delivery ;  but  that  a  transfer  of  the  bill  of 
lading,  with  a  contract  of  sale  accompanying  it,  may  transfer  the 
property  in  the  ordinary  course  of  things,  so  as  efEeotually  to  bind 
the  parties,  and  all  others,  cannot  well  be  doubted.  When  war 
intervenes,  another  rule  is  set  up  by  Courts  of  Admiralty  which 
interferes  with  the  ordinary  practice.  In  a  state  of  war,  existing 
or  imminenty  it  is  held  that  the  property  shall  be  deemed  to  con- 
tinue as  it  was  at  the  time  of  shipment  till  the  actual  delivery ; 
this  arises  out  of  the  state  of  war  which  gives  a  belligerent  a  right  to 
stop  the  goods  of  his  enemy.  If  such  a  rule  did  not  exist,  all  goods 
shipped  in  the  enemy's  country  would  be  protected  by  transfers 
which  it  would  be  impossible  to  detect.  It  is  on  that  principle 
held,  I  believe,  as  a  general  rule,  that  property  cannot  be  converted 
in  transituy  and  in  that  sense  I  recognize  it  as  the  rule  of  this 
Court.  But  this  arises,  as  I  have  said,  out  of  a  state  of  war,  which 
creates  new  rights  in  other  parties,  and  cannot  be  applied  to  trans- 
actions originating,  like  this,  in  a  time  of  peace.  The  transfer, 
therefore,  must  be  considered  as  not  invalid  in  point  of  law  at  the 
time  of  the  contract,  and  being  made  before  the  war  it  must  be 
judged  according  to  the  ordinary  rules  of  commerce. 

It  has  been  further  objected  to  the  validity  of  this  contract  that 
a  part  of  the  wines  did  actually  reach  Holland,  where  they  were 
sold,  and  the  money  was  detained  by  the  consignees  in  payment  of 
the  advances  which  they  had  made.  It  is  said  that  this  annuls  the 
contract;  to  the  extent  of  that  part  it  may  do  so,  and  the  deficiency 
must  be  made  up  to  the  purchaser  by  other  means ;  but  it  appears 
that  it  has  been  actually  supplied  by  bills  of  exchange  and  an 
assignment  of  other  wines  sent  to  Petersburg.  It  is  not  for  me  to 
set  aside  the  whole  contract  on  that  partial  ground,  or  to  construe 
the  defect  in  the  execution  of  the  contract  so  rigorously  as  to 
extend  it  to  those  wines  which  never  went  to  Holland,  and  which 
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1799         never  became  de  facto  subject  to  be  detained  by  the  oonBignees. 
They  are  free  for  the  contract  to  act  upon ;  and  if  the  parties  are 


l^MAj^m^  desirous  of  adhering  to  their  contract  in  its  whole  extent  it  does 
_- —         not  become  other  persons  to  obstruct  them. 

It  comes  then  to  a  question  of  fact,  whether  it  was  a  bond  fide 
transfer  or  not.  I  think  the  time  is  a  strong  circumstance  to 
prove  the  fairness  of  the  transaction.  Had  it  happened  three 
months  later  there  might  have  been  reason  to  alarm  the  prudence 
of  Spanish  merchants  and  induce  them  to  resort  to  the  expedient 
of  covering  their  property.  But  at  the  time  of  the  contract  there 
seems  to  have  been  no  reason  for  apprehension,  and  therefore  there 
is  nothing  to  raise  any  suspicion  on  that  point. 

The  instruments  of  sale  have  been  produced,  and  no  observation 
has  been  made  upon  them.  The  correspondence  haa  been  exhibited, 
and  there  is  certainly  some  confusion  in  the  dates.  Explanations 
have  been  given  which  are  probable  enough ;  still  they  are  but  con- 
jectural. K  the  counsel  for  the  captors  require  it  I  will  order  the 
original  documents  in  proof  of  these  explanations  to  be  produced, 
although  I  must  say,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  impression  upon 
my  mind  is  that  it  is  a  fair  transaction. 

The  originals  decreed  to  be  produced. 

Jan.  15th,  1800.  The  captors  being  satisfied  with  the  further 
proof  produced,  Mr.  Berkeymyer's  claims  were  restored  without 
opposition. 


[I  c.  Rob.  THE  MAEIA  (No.  1). 

340.] 

Search — Neutral  Skip — Bight  of  Belligerent — Contraband — Tar,  Pitch,  Hemp. 

A  belligerent  crui«er  has  the  right  to  search  neutral  vessels  even  if 
convoyed  by  a  ship  of  war  of  a  neutral  State,  and  a  deliberate  and  con- 
tinued refusal  of  a  neutral  ship  to  permit  a  search  by  a  duly  com- 
missioned cruiser  causes  such  neutral  ship  to  be  liable  to  condemnation. 

Tar,  pitch  and  hemp  destined  for  a  hostile  port  are  contraband,  unless 
they  are  the  produce  of  the  shipper's  own  country,  but  in  such  case 
they  are  subject  to  pre-emption. 

1799  This  was  the  leading  case  of  a  fleet  of  Swedish  merchantmen, 

afiBrmed'     Carrying  pitch,  tar,  hemp,  deals,  and  iron,  to  several  ports  of 

/irfy  2, 1802.   lYauce,  Portugal,  and  the  Mediterranean,  and  taken,  January,  1798, 
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sailing  irnder  convoy  of  a  ship  of  war ;  and  proceeded  against  for        1799 
resistance  of  Yisitation  and  search  by  British  cruisers. 

In  December,  1798,  this  case  coming  on  to  be  argued  on  the 
original  evidence,  the  Court  directed  further  information  by  both 
parties. 

On  a  subsequent  day  this  information  being  produced,  it  was 
again  argued  at  much  length. 

For  the  captors,  the  King* 8  Advocate  and  Arnold. 
For  the  claimants,  Laurence  and  Stoabey. 

Sir  "W.  Soott, — This  ship  was  taken  in  the  British  Channel  in 
company  with  several  other  Swedish  vessels  sailing  under  convoy 
of  a  Swedish  frigate,  having  cargoes  of  naval  stores  and  other 
produce  of  Sweden  on  board,  by  a  British  squadron  under  the 
command  of  Commodore  Lawford. 

The  facts  attending  the  capture  did  not  sufficiently  appear  to  the 
Court  upon  the  original  evidence;  it  therefore  directed  further 
information  to  be  supplied,  and  by  both  parties. 

The  additional  information  now  brought  in  consists  of  several 
attestations  made  on  the  part  of  the  captors,  and  of  a  copy  of  the 
instructions  tmder  which  the  Swedish  frigate  sailed,  transmitted  to 
the  King^s  Proctor  from  the  office  of  the  British  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Foreign  Department.  On  the  part  of  the  Swedes  some 
attestations  and  certificates  have  been  introduced,  but  all  of  them 
applying  to  collateral  matter,  none  relating  immediately  to  the 
facts  of  the  capture.  On  this  evidence  the  Court  has  to  determine 
this  most  important  question  ;  for  its  importance  is  very  sensibly 
felt  by  the  Court. 

In  forming  that  judgment,  I  trust  that  it  has  not  escaped  my 
anxious  recollection  for  one  moment  what  it  is  that  the  duty  of  my 
station  calls  for  from  me — namely,  to  consider  myself  as  stationed 
here,  not  to  deliver  occasional  and  shifting  opinions  to  serve  present 
purposes  of  particular  national  interest,  but  to  administer  with 
indifference  that  justice  which  the  law  of  nations  holds  out  without 
distinction  to  independent  States,  some  happening  to  be  neutral 
and  some  to  be  belligerent.     The  seat  of  judicial  authority  is, 
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1790         indeed,  locally  here,  in  the  belligerent  ooiintry,  according  to  the 
^  known  law  and  practice  of  nations,  but  the  law  itself  has  no  locality. 

Thb  Mabza.    It  ia  the  duty  of  the  person  who  sits  here  to  determine  this  question 
Sir  W.  Soott.   exactly  as  he  would  determine  the  same  question  if  sitting  at 
Stockholm :  to  assert  no  pretensions  on  the  part  of  Great  Britaiu 
which  he  would  not  allow  to  Sweden  in  the  same  circumstances,  and 
to  impose  no  duties  on  Sweden,  as  a  neutral  coimtry,  which  he 
would  not  admit  to  belong  to  Great  Britain  in  the  same  character. 
If,  therefore,  I  mistake  the  law  in  this  matter,  I  mistake  that 
which  I  consider,  and  which  I  mean  should  be  considered,  as  the 
universal  law  upon  the  question— a  question  regarding  one  of  the 
most  important  rights  of  belligerent  nations  relatively  to  neutrals. 
The  only  special  consideration  which  I  shall  notice  in  favour  of 
Great  Britain  (and  which  I  am  entirely  desirous  of  allowing  to 
Sweden  in  the  same  or  similar  circumstances)  is,  that  the  nature  of 
the  present  war  does  give  this  coimtry  the  rights  of  war,  relatively 
to  neutral  States,  in  as  large  a  measure  as  they  have  been  regularly 
and  legally  exercised  at  any  period  of  modem  and  civilized  times. 
Whether  I  estimate  the  nature  of  the  war  justly,  I  leave  to  the 
judgment  of  Europe,  when  I  declare  that  I  consider  this  as  a  war 
in  which  neutral  States  themselves  have  an  interest  much  more 
direct  and  substantial  than  they  have  in  the  ordinary,  limited,  and 
private  quarrels  (if  I  may  so  call  them)  of  Great  Britain  and  its 
great  public  enemy.     That  I  have  a  right  to  advert  to  such  con- 
siderations, provided  it  be  done  with  sobriety  and  truth,  cannot,  I 
think,  reasonably  be  doubted — and  if  authority  is  required,  I  have 
authority — and  not  the  less  weighty  in  this  question  for  being 
Swedish  authority — I  mean  the  opinion  of  that  distinguished 
person,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  which  that  ooimtry  (fertile 
as  it  has  been  of  eminent  men)  has  ever  produced,  I  mean  Baron 
Fuffendorff.    The  passage  to  which  I  allude  is  to  be  found  in 
a  note  of  Barbeyrac's,  on  his  larger  work,  L.  viiL  c.  6,  s.  8. 
PuffendorfE  had  been  consulted  in  the  beginning  of  the  present 
century,  when  England  and  other  States  were  engaged  in  the 
confederacy  against  Louis  XIV.,  by  a  lawyer  upon  the  Continent, 
Ghroningius,  who  was  desirous  of  supporting  the  claims  of  neutral 
commerce  in  a  treatise  which  he  was  then  projecting.    Fuffendorff 
concludes  his  answer  to  him  in  these  words : — 

"  I  am  not  surprised  that  the  northern  Powers  should  consult 
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the  general  interests  of  all  Europe  without  regard  to  the  complaints        1799 
of  some  greedy  merchants,  who  care  not  how  things  go,  provided         '^ 


they  can  but  satisfy  their  thirst  of  gain.     Those  princes  wisely   Thb  Mabu.. 

judge  that  it  would  not  become  them  to  take  precipitate  measures  Sir  W.  Scott, 

whilst  other  nations  are  combining  their  whole  force  to  reduce 

within  bounds  an  insolent  and  exorbitant  Power  which  threatens 

Europe  with  slavery  and  the  Protestant  religion  with  destruction. 

This  being  the  interest  of  the  northern  Crowns  themselves,  it  is 

neither  just  nor  necessary  that,  for  the  present  advantage,  they 

should  interrupt  so  salutary  a  design,  especially  as  they  are  at 

no  expense  in  the  afftdr,  and  run  no  hazard."    In  the  opinion, 

then,  of  this  wise  and  virtuous  Swede,  the  nature  and  purpose  of  a 

war  was  not  entirely  to  be  omitted  in  the  consideration  of  the 

warrantable  exercise  of  its  rights  relatively  to  neutral  States.     His 

words  are  memorable :  I  do  not  over-rate  their  importance  when 

I  pronounce  them  to  be  well  entitled  to  the  attention  of  his 

country. 

It  might  likewise  be  improper  for  me  to  pass  entirely  without 
notice,  as  another  preliminary  observation  (though  without  mean- 
ing to  lay  any  particular  stress  upon  it),  that  the  transaction  in 
question  took  place  in  the  British  Channel,  close  upon  the  British 
coast,  a  station  over  which  the  Crown  of  England  has  from  pretty 
remote  antiquity  always  asserted  something  of  that  special  juris- 
diction which  the  sovereigns  of  other  countries  have  claimed  and 
exercised  over  certain  parts  of  the  seas  adjoining  to  their  coasts. 

In  considering  the  case,  I  think  it  will  be  advisable  for  me,  first, 
to  state  the  facts  as  they  appear  in  the  evidence ;  secondly,  to  lay 
down  the  principles  of  law  which  apply  generally  to  such  a  state  of 
&ct8;  thirdly,  to  examine  whether  any  special  circumstances 
attended  the  transaction  in  any  part  of  it  which  ought  in  any 
manner  or  degree  to  affect  the  application  of  these  principles. 

[Sir  "W.  Scott  having  referred  to  the  facts  at  length,  then  sum- 
marized them.] 

That  a  large  number  of  vessels,  connected  aU  together  with  each 
other,  and  with  a  frigate  which  convoyed  them,  being  bound  to 
different  ports  in  the  Mediterranean,  some  declared  to  be  enemy*s 
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1799         ports  and  others  not,  with  cargoes  consisting,  amongst  other  things, 

"^    '      of  naval  stores,  were  met  with,  close  upon  the  British  coast,  by  his 

ThbMabia.  Britannic  Majesty's  cruisers ;  that  a  continued  resistance  was  given 
SirW.  Soott.  by  the  frigate  to  the  act  of  boarding  any  of  these  vessels  by  the 
British  cruisers,  and  that  extreme  violence  was  threatened  in  order 
to  prevent  it,  and  that  the  violence  was  prevented  from  proceeding 
to  extremities  only  by  the  superior  British  force  which  overawed 
it ;  that  the  act  being  effected  in  the  night,  by  the  prudence  of  the 
British  commander,  the  purpose  of  hostile  resistance,  so  far  from 
being  disavowed,  was  maintained  to  the  last,  and  complaint  made 
that  it  had  been  eluded  by  a  stratagem  of  the  night;  that  a 
forcible  recapture  of  one  vessel  took  place,  and  a  forcible  capture 
and  detention  of  one  British  officer  who  was  on  board  her,  and 
who,  as  I  imderstand  the  evidence,  was  not  released  till  the 
su^riority  of  the  British  force  had  awed  this  Swedish  frigate  into 
something  of  a  stipulated  submission. 

This  being  the  actual  state  of  the  facts,  it  is  proper  for  me  to 
examine,  secondly,  what  is  their  legal  state,  or,  in  other  words,  to 
what  considerations  they  are  justly  subject  according  to  the  law  of 
nations ;  for  which  purpose  I  state  a  few  principles  of  that  system 
of  law  which  I  take  to  be  incontrovertible. 

First,  that  the  right  of  visiting  and  searching  merchant  ships  upon 
the  high  seas,  whatever  be  the  ships,  whatever  be  the  cargoes, 
whatever  be  the  destinations,  is  an  incontestible  right  of  the  law- 
fully commissioned  cruisers  of  a  belligerent  nation.  I  say,  be  the 
ships,  the  cargoes,  and  the  destinations  what  they  may  because,  till 
they  are  visited  and  searched,  it  does  not  appear  what  the  ships,  or 
the  cargoes,  or  the  destinations  are ;  and  it  is  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  these  points  that  the  necessity  of  this  right  of  visitation 
and  search  exists.  This  right  is  so  clear  in  principle  that  no  man 
can  deny  it  who  admits  the  legality  of  maritime  capture ;  because 
if  you  are  not  at  liberty  to  ascertain  by  sufficient  inquiry  whether 
there  is  property  that  can  legally  be  captured  it  is  impossible  to 
capture.  Even  those  who  contend  for  the  inadmissible  rule,  that 
free  ships  make  free  goodSy  must  admit  the  exercise  of  this  right  at 
least  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  the  ships  are  free 
ships  or  not.  The  right  is  equally  clear  in  practice,  for  practice  is 
uniform  and  universal  upon  the  subject.    The  many  European 
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iateaties  which  refer  to  this  right  refer  to  it  as  pre-existing,  and        1799 
merely  regulate  the  exercise  of  it.    All  writers  upon  the  law  of      '^•"^  ^^• 


nations  unanimously  acknowledge  it,  without  the  exception  even  ThbMabia. 

of  Hubner  himself,  the  great  champion  of  neutral  privileges.     In  sir  W.  Scott. 

short,  no  man  in  the  least  degree  conversant  in  subjects  of  this 

kind  has  ever,  that  I  know  of,  breathed  a  doubt  upon  it.     The 

right  must  unquestionably  be  exercised  with  as  little  of  personal 

harshness  and  of  vexation  in  the  mode  as  possible ;  but  soften  it  as 

much  as  you  can,  it  is  still  a  right  of  force,  though  of  lawful  force 

— something  in  the  nature  of  civil  process  where  force  is  employed, 

but  a  lawful  force  which  cannot  lawfully  be  resisted.     For  it  is  a 

wild  conceit  that  wherever  force  is  used  it  may  be  forcibly  resisted; 

a  lawful  force  cannot  lawfully  be  resisted.     The  only  case  where 

it  can  be  so  in  matters  of  this  nature  is  in  the  state  of  war  and 

conflict  between  two  countries,  where  one  party  has  a  perfect  right 

to  attack  by  force  and  the  other  has  an  equally  perfect  right  to 

repel  by  force.     But  in  the  relative  situation  of  two  countries 

at  peace  with  each  other  no  such  conflicting  rights  can  possibly 

oo-exist. 

Secondly,  that  the  authority  of  the  sovereign  of  the  neutral 
country  being  interposed  in  any  manner  of  mere  force  cannot 
legally  vary  the  rights  of  a  lawfully  commissioned  belligerent 
cruiser.  I  say  legally,  because  what  may  be  given,  or  be  flt  to  be 
given,  in  the  administration  of  this  species  of  law  to  considerations 
of  comity  or  of  national  policy  are  views  of  the  matter  which, 
sitting  in  this  Court,  I  have  no  right  to  entertain.  All  that  I 
assert  is  that  legally  it  cannot  be  maintained ;  that  if  a  Swedish 
commissioned  cruiser,  during  the  wars  of  his  own  coimtry,  has  a 
right  by  the  law  of  nations  to  visit  and  examine  neutral  ships,  the 
"King  of  England,  being  neutral  to  Sweden,  is  not  authorized  by 
that  law  to  obstruct  the  exercise  of  that  right  with  respect  to  the 
merchant  ships  of  his  country.  I  add  this,  that  I  cannot  but  think 
that  if  he  obstructed  it  by  force  it  would  very  much  resemble  (with 
all  due  reverence  be  it  spoken)  an  opposition  of  illegal  violence  to 
legal  right.  Two  sovereigns  may  imquestionably  agree,  if  they 
think  fit  (as  in  some  late  instances  they  have  agreed)  (a),  by  special 

'  {a)  It  is  made  an  artiele  of  treaty      1782 :  Article  10,  Mart.  Tr.  vol.  ii. 
between  America  and  Holland,  an.      p.  2dd, 
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1799        ooyenant,  that  the  presence  of  one  of  their  armed  ships  along  with 
'^"**^^^'      their  merchant  ships  shall  be  mutually  understood  to  imply  that 


The  Mama,    nothing  is  to  be  found  in  that  convoy  of  merchant  ships  incon- 
Sir  W.  Soott.   sistent  with  amity  or  neutrality ;  and  if  they  consent  to  accept  this 
pledge,  no  third  party  has  a  right  to  quarrel  with  it  any  more  than 
with  any  other  pledge  which  they  may  agree  mutually  to  accept. 
But  surely  no  sovereign  can  legally  compel  the  acceptance  of  such 
a  security  by  mere  force.      The  only  security  known  to  the  law  of 
nations  upon  this  subject,  independent  of  all  special  covenant,  is 
tiie  right  of  personal  visitation  and  search,  to  be  exercised  by  those 
who  have  the  interest  in  making  it.    I  am  not  ignorant  that 
amongst  the  loose  doctrines  which    modem    fancy,  under   the 
various  denominations  of  philosophy  and  philanthropy,  and  I 
know  not  what,  have  thrown  upon  the  world,  it  has  been  within 
these  few  years  advanced,  or,  rather,  insinuated,  that  it  might 
possibly    be   well    if    such    a    security  were    accepted.      Upon 
such  unauthorized  speculations  it  is  not  necessary  for   me  to 
descant.    The  law  and  practice  of  nations  (I  include  particularly 
the  practice  of  Sweden  when  it  happens  to  be  belligerent)  give 
them  no  sort  of  countenance,  and  until  that  law  and  practice 
are  new-modelled  in  such  a  way  as  may  surrender  the  known  and 
ancient  rights  of  some  nations  to  the  present  convenience  of  other 
nations  (which  nations  may  perhaps  remember  to  forget  them  when 
they  happen  to  be  themselves  belligerent),  no  reverence  is  due  to 
them ;  they  are  the  elements  of  that  system  which,  if  it  is  consistent, 
has  for  its  real  purpose  an  entire  abolition  of  capture  in  war — ^that 
is,  in  other  words,  to  change  the  nature  of  hostility  as  it  has  ever 
existed  amongst  mankind,  and  to  introduce  a  state  of  things  not 
yet  seen  in  the  world,  that  of  a  military  war  and  a  commercial 
peace.    If  it  were  fit  that  such  a  state  should  be  introduced,  it  is 
at  least  necessary  that  it  should  be  introduced  in  an  avowed  and 
intelligible  manner,  and  not  in  a  way  which,  professing  gravely  to 
adhere  to  that  system  which  has  for  centuries  prevailed  among 
civilized  States,  and  urging  at  the  same  time  a  pretension  utterly 
inconsistent  with  all  its  known  principles,  delivers  over  the  whole 
matter  at  once  to  eternal  controversy  and  conflict,  at  the  expense  of 
the  constant  hazard  of  the  harmony  of  States  and  of  the  lives  and 
safeties  of  innocent  individuals. 
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Thirdly,  that  the  penalty  for  the  violent  contravention  of  this  1799 
right  is  the  confiscation  of  the  property  so  withheld  from  visitation  '^''^^^' 
and  search.  For  the  proof  of  this  I  need  only  refer  to  Yattel,  one  Thb  Mabxa. 
of  the  most  correct  and  certainly  not  the  least  indulgent  of  modem  sirW.  Soott. 
professors  of  puhlio  law.  In  Book  III.  c.  vii.  sect.  114,  he 
expresses  himself  thus:  ''On  ne  pent  empecher  le  transport  des 
effets  de  contrebande,  si  I'on  ne  visite  pas  les  vaisseaux  neutres  que 
Ton  rencontre  en  mer.  On  est  done  en  droit  de  les  visiter. 
Quelques  nations  pnissantes  ont  refus^  en  diff^rents  tems  de  se 
soumettre  4  oette  visite ;  aujourcChui  un  misseau  neutre,  qui  rejuseroit 
desouffrir  la  vrnte^  seferoit  condamner  par  cela  seul^  comme  itant  de 
bonne  prise"  Vattel  is  here  to  be  considered  not  as  a  lawyer 
merely  deUvering  an  opinion,  but  as  a  witness  asserting  the  fact— 
the  fact  that  such  is  the  existing  practice  of  modem  Europe.  And 
to  be  sure,  the  only  marvel  in  the  case  is  that  he  should  mention  it 
as  a  law  merely  modem,  when  it  is  remembered  that  it  is  a  prin- 
ciple not  only  of  the  civil  law  (on  which  great  part  of  the  law  of 
nations  is  founded),  but  of  the  private  jurisprudence  of  most 
countries  in  Europe,  that  a  contumacious  refusal  to  submit  to  fair 
inqtdry  infers  all  the  penalties  of  convicted  guilt.  Conformably  to 
this  principle,  we  find  in  the  celebrated  French  Ordinance  of  1681, 
now  in  force.  Article  12,  "  That  every  vessel  shall  be  good  prize  in 
case  of  resistance  and  combat ; "  and  Valin,  in  his  smaller  Com- 
mentary, p.  81,  says  expressly  that  although  the  expression  is  in 
the  conjunctive,  yet  that  the  resistance  alone  is  sufficient.  He 
refers  to  the  Spanish  Ordinance,  1718,  evidently  copied  from  it, 
in  which  it  is  expressed  in  the  disjunctive,  '^  in  case  of  resistance 
or  combat."  And  recent  instances  are  at  hand  and  within 
view,  in  which  it  appears  that  Spain  continues  to  act  upon 
this  principle.  The  first  time  in  which  it  occurs  to  my  notice 
on  the  inquiries  I  have  been  able  to  make  in  the  Institutes  of  our 
own  country  respecting  matters  of  this  nature,  excepting  what 
occurs  in  the  Black  Book  of  the  Admiralty  (a),  is  in  the  Order  of 
Council,  1664,  Article  12,  which  directs,  "  That  when  any  ship, 
met  withal  by  the  Boyal  Navy  or  other  ship  commissionated,  shaU 

[(a)  No.  B. :  "  Instructions  what  the      Book  of  the  Admiralty  (Bolls  Series), 
Xioid  Admiral  is  to  doe  at  sea  and  on     vol.  i.  p.  28.] 
land  in  tyme  of  wan : "  sec«  7,  Black 
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1799         fight  or  make  resistance,  the  said  ship  and  goods  shall  be  adjudged 

— — ! lawful  prize."    A  similar  article  occurs  in  the  Proclamation  of  1672. 

ThbMabij...    I  am  aware  that  in  those  orders  and  proclamations  are  to  be  found 
SliW.  Scott,    some  articles  not  very  consistent  with  the  law  of  nations  as  under- 
stood now,  or  indeed  at  that  time,  for  they  are  expressly  censured 
by  Lord  Clarendon  (a).     But  the  article  I  refer  to  is  not  of  those 
he  reprehends;  and  it  is  observable  that  Sir  Robert  Wiseman, 
then  the  King's  Advocate  General,  who  reported  upon  the  Articles 
in  1673,  and  expresses  a  disapprobation  of  some  of  them  as  harsh 
and  novel,  does  not  mark  this  article  with  any  observation  of 
censure.     I  am  therefore  warranted  in  saying  that  it  was  the  rule, 
and  the  undisputed  rule,  of  the  British  Admiralty.     I  will  not  say 
that  that  rule  may  not  have  been  broken  in  upon  in  some  instances 
by  considerations  of  comity  or  of  policy,  by  which  it  may  be  fit 
that  the  administration  of  this  species  of  law  should  be  tempered 
in  the  hands  of  those  tribunals  which  have  a  right  to  entertain  and 
apply  them ;  for  no  man  can  deny  that  a  State  may  recede  from 
its  extreme  rights,  and  that  its  supreme  coimcils  are  authorized  to 
determine  in  what  cases  it  may  be  fit  to  do  so,  the  particular  captor 
having  in  no  case  any  other  right  and  title  than  what  the  State 
itself  would  possess  under  the  same  facts  of  capture.     But  I  stand 
with  confidence  upon  all  fair  principles  of  reason — upon  the  distinct 
authority  of  Vattel;  upon  the  Institutes  of  other  great  maritime 
countries,  as  well  as  those  of  our  own  country — ^when  I  venture  to 
lay  it  down,  that  by  the  law  of  nations,  as  now  \mderstood,  a 
deliberate  and  continued  resistance  to  search  on  the  part  of  a  neutral 
vessel  to  a  lawful  cruiser  is  followed  by  the  legal  consequence  of 
confiscation. 

3.  The  third  proposed  inquiry  was,  whether  any  special  circum- 
stances preceded,  accompanied,  or  followed  the  transaction  which 
ought  in  any  manner  or  degree  to  aflPect  the  application  of  the 
general  principles  ? 

The  first  ground  of  exemption  stated  on  the  part  of  the  claimants 
is  the  treaty  with  Sweden,  1661,  Article  12 ;  and  it  was  insisted  by 
Dr.  Laurence  that  although  the  belligerent  coimtry  is  authorized 
by  the  treaty  to  exercise  rights  of  inquiry  in  the  first  instance,  yet 

(a)  Lord  Clarendon's  LifOi  p.  242. 
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that  these  rights  were  not  exercised  in  the  manner  therein  pre-  1799 
soribed.  It  is  an  obvious  answer  to  that  observation  that  this  ^^  ^^' 
treaty  never  had  in  its  contemplation  the  extraordinary  case  of  an  ThbMabu. 
armed  vessel  sent  in  company  with  merchantmen  for  the  very  Sir  W.  Scott, 
purpose  of  beating  off  all  inquiry  and  search.  On  the  contrary,  it 
supposes  an  inquiry  for  certain  papers,  and  if  they  are  not  exhibited, 
or  "  there  is  any  other  just  and  strong  cause  of  suspicion,"  then  the 
ship  is  to  undergo  search.  The  treaty,  therefore,  recognizes  the 
rights  of  inquiry  and  search,  and  the  violation  of  those  rights  is 
not  less  a  violation  of  the  treaty  than  it  is  of  the  general  law  of 
nations.  It  is  said  that  the  demand  ought  first  to  have  been  made 
upon  the  frigate.  I  know  of  no  other  rule  but  that  of  mere  cour- 
tesy which  requires  this ;  for  this  extraordinary  case  of  an  armed 
ship  travelling  along  with  merchant  ships  is  not  a  cams  foederis  that 
is  at  all  so  provided  for  in  the  treaty.  However,  if  it  is  a  rule,  it 
was  complied  with  in  the  present  instance,  and  the  answer  returned 
was,  that  "  they  were  Swedish  ships  boimd  to  various  ports  in  the 
Mediterranean,  laden  with  iron,  hemp,  pitch,  and  tar."  The  ques- 
tion then  comes.  What  rights  accrued  upon  the  receipt  of  this 
answer  P  I  say,  first,  that  a  right  accrued  of  sending  on  board 
each  particular  ship  for  their  several  papers ;  for  each  particular 
ship,  without  doubt,  had  its  own  papers.  The  frigate  could  not 
have  them ;  and  the  captors  had  a  right  to  send  on  board  them  to 
demand  those  papers,  as  well  imder  the  treaty  as  under  the  general 
law.  A  second  right  that  accrued  upon  the  receiving  of  this 
answer  was  a  right  of  detaining  such  vessels  as  were  carrying 
cargoes  so  composed,  either  wholly  or  in  part,  to  any  ports  of  the 
enemies  of  this  coimtry ;  for  that  tar,  pitch  (a),  and  hemp  going 
to  the  enemy's  use  are  liable  to  be  seized  as  contraband  in  their 
own  nature  cannot,  I  conceive,  be  doubted  \mder  the  modern  law 
of  nations,  though  formerly,  when  the  hostilities  of  Europe  were 
less  naval  than  they  have  since  become,  they  were  of  a  disputable 
nature  and  perhaps  continued  so  at  the  time  of  making  that  treaty, 
or  at  least  at  the  time  of  making  that  treaty  which  is  the  basis  of 
it — I  mean  the  treaty  in  which  Whitlook  was  employed  in  the 
year  1656 ;  for  I  conceive  that  Valin  expresses  the  truth  of  this 

(a)  The  Sarah  Christina,  antCy  p.  125. 
R.  M 
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1799        matter  when  lie  says  (p.  68),  "D^  droit  oes  choses"  (speaking  of 
•^"^  ^^'      naval  stores)  "  sont  de  oontrebande  ai^ourcChui  et  depuis  le  oom- 


Thb  Masza.    mencement  de  ce  si^cle,  oe  qui  n'^toit  pas  autrefois  n^nmoins  "  ; 

Sir  W.  Soott.  and  Vattel,  the  best  recent  writer  upon  these  matters,  explicitly 
admits  amongst  positive  contraband  *'  les  bois  et  tout  oe  qui  sort 
k  la  construction  et  cL  I'armement  de  vaisseaux  de  guerre."  Upon 
this  principle  was  foimded  the  modem  explanatory  article  of  the 
Danish  treaty,  entered  into  in  1780,  on  the  part  of  Gfreat  Britain, 
by  a  noble  lord  (a),  then  Secretary  of  State,  whose  attention  had 
been  peculiarly  turned  to  subjects  of  this  nature.  I  am  therefore 
of  opinion,  that  although  it  might  be  shown  that  the  nature  of 
these  commodities  had  been  subject  to  some  controversy  in 
the  time  of  Whitlock,  when  the  fundamental  treaty  was  con- 
structed, and  that  therefore  a  discreet  silence  was  observed  re- 
specting them  in  the  composition  of  that  treaty  and  of  the  latter 
treaty  derived  from  it,  yet  that  the  exposition  which  the  later 
judgment  and  practice  of  Europe  has  given  upon  this  subject 
would  in  some  degree  aSect  and  apply  what  the  treaties  had  been 
content  to  leave  on  that  indefinite  and  disputable  footing  on  which 
the  notions  then  more  generally  prevailing  in  Europe  had  placed 
it.  Certain  it  is,  that  in  the  year  1750  the  Lords  of  Appeal  in 
this  country  declared  pitch  and  tar,  the  produce  of  Sweden,  and 
on  board  a  Swedish  ship  boimd  to  a  French  port,  to  be  contraband, 
and  subject  to  confiscation,  in  the  memorable  case  of  the  Med 
Cfuds  Hielpe  {b) .  In  the  more  modem  understanding  of  this  matter, 
goods  of  this  nature  being  the  produce  of  Sweden,  and  the  actual 
property  of  Swedes,  and  conveyed  by  their  own  navigation,  have 
been  deemed,  in  British  Courts  of  Admiralty,  upon  a  principle  of 
indulgence  to  the  native  products  and  ordinary  commerce  of  that 
country,  subject  only  to  the  milder  rights  of  pre-occupancy  and 
pre-emption ;  or  to  the  rights  of  preventing  the  goods  from  being 
carried  to  the  enemy,  and  of  applying  them  to  your  own  use, 
making  a  just  pecuniary  compensation  for  them.  But  to  these 
rights,  being  boimd  to  an  enemy's  port,  they  are  dearly  subject, 
and  may  be  detained  without  any  violation  of  national  or  indi- 
vidual justice.    Thirdly :  another  right  accmed,  that  of  bringing 

(a)  The  Earl  of  Mansfield.  (5)  Ante,  p.  1. 
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in  for  a  more  deliberate  inquiry  than  oould  possiblj  be  oonduoted        1799 
at  sea  upon  suoh  a  number  of  vessels,  even  those  which  professed      ^**^^^' 


to  cany  cargoes  with  a  neutral  destination.    Was  there  or  was  Thb  Mima, 
there  not  the  just  and  grave  suspicion  which  the  treaty  refers  to,  sirW.  Soott. 
excited  by  the  circumstances  of  such  a  number  of  vessels  with  such 
cargoes  intended  to  sail  all  along  the  extended  coasts  of  the  several 
public  enemies  of  this  kingdom,  under  the  protection  of  an  armed 
frigate  associated  with  them  for  the  very  purpose  of  beating  off  by 
force  all  particular  inquiry  P    But  supposing  even  that  there  was 
not,  is  this  the  manner  in  which  the  observance  of  the  treaty  or  of 
the  law  of  nations  is  to  be  enforced  ?    Certainly  not  by  the  treaty 
itself;  for  the  remedy  for  infraction  is  provided  in  compensations 
to  be  levied,  and  punishments  to  be  inflicted  upon  delinquents  by 
their  own  respective  sovereigns :  Article  12.    How  stands  it  by 
the  general  law  ?    I  don't  say  that  cases  may  not  occur  in  which  a 
ship  may  be  authorized  by  the  natural  rights  of  self-preservation 
to  defend  itself  against  extreme  violence  threatened  by  a  cruiser 
grossly  abusing  his  commission;  but  where  the  utmost  injury 
threatened  is  the  being  carried  in  for  inquiry  into  the  nearest  port, 
subject  to  a  full  responsibility  in  costs  and  damages  if  this  is  done 
vexatiously  and  without  just  cause,  a  merchant  vessel  has  not  a 
right  to  say  for  itself  (and  an  armed  vessel  has  not  a  right  to  say 
for  it),  "  I  will  submit  to  no  such  inquiry,  but  I  will  take  the  law 
into  my  own  hands  by  force."    What  is  to  be  the  issue  if  each 
neutral  vessel  has  a  right  to  judge  for  itseU  in  the  first  instance, 
whether  it  is  rightly  detained,  and  to  act  upon  that  judgment  to 
the  extent  of  using  force  P — surely  nothing  but  battle  and  blood- 
shed as  often  as  there  is  anything  like  an  equality  of  force  or  an 
equality  of  spirit.    For  how  often  will  the  case  occur  in  which  a 
neutral  vessel  wiU  judge  itseU  to  be  rightly  detained  P    How  far 
the  peace  of  the  world  will  be  benefited  by  taking  the  matter  from 
off  its  present  footing  and  putting  it  upon  this  is  for  the  advocates 
of  such  a  measure  to  explain.    I  take  the  rule  of  law  to  be  that 
the  vessel  shall  submit  to  the  inquiry  proposed,  looking  with  con- 
fidence to  those  tribunals  whose  noblest  office  (and  I  hope  not  the 
least  acceptable  to  them)  is  to  relieve  by  compensation  incon- 
yeniences  of  this  kind  where  they  have  happened  through  accident 

m2 


164 


THE  MARU. 


1799         or  error,  and  to  redress  by  compeiisation  and  punisliment  injaries 
"^    '      that  have  been  committed  by  design. 


Thb  Mabia.  The  second  special  ground  taken  on  the  part  of  the  daimants 
Sir  W.  Scott,  was  that  the  intention  was  never  carried  into  act.  And  I  agree 
with  Dr.  Laurence  that  if  the  intention  was  voluntarily  and 
clearly  abandoned,  an  intention  so  abandoned,  or  even  a  slight 
hesitation  about  it,  would  not  constitute  a  violation  of  right.  But 
how  stands  the  fact  in  the  present  case  ?  The  intention  gives  way, 
so  far  as  it  does  give  way,  only  to  a  superior  force.  It  is  for  those 
who  give  such  instructions  to  recollect  that  the  averment  of  an 
abandonment  of  intention  cannot  possibly  be  set  up,  because  the 
instructions  are  delivered  to  persons  who  are  bound  to  obey  them, 
and  who  have  no  authority  to  vary.  The  intention  is  necessarily 
unchangeable,  and  being  so,  I  do  not  see  the  person  who  could 
fairly  contradict  me  if  I  was  to  assert  that  the  delivery  and  accept- 
ance of  such  instructions,  and  the  sailing  under  them,  were 
sufficient  to  complete  the  act  of  hostility.  However  that  might  be, 
the  present  fact  is  that  the  commander  sails  with  instructions  to 
prevent  inquiry  and  search  by  force,  which  instructions  he  is  boimd 
to  obey,  and  which  he  is  prevented  from  acting  upon  to  their 
utmost  extent  only  by  an  irresistible  force.  Under  such  circum- 
stances how  does  the  presumption  of  abandonment  arise  P  If  it 
does,  mark  the  consequences.  If  he  meets  with  a  superior  force  he 
abandons  his  hostile  purpose ;  if  he  meets  with  an  inferior  force  he 
carries  it  into  complete  effect.  How  much  is  this  short  of  the 
ordinary  state  of  actual  hostility?  What  is  hostility?  It  is 
violence  where  you  can  use  violence  with  success ;  and  where  you 
cannot  it  is  submission  and  striking  your  colours.  Nothing  can  be 
more  clear,  upon  the  perusal  of  these  attestations,  than  that  this 
gentleman  abandoned  his  purpose  merely  as  a  subdued  person  in 
an  unequal  contest  The  resistance  is  carried  on  as  far  as  it  can  be, 
and  when  it  can  maintain  itself  no  longer,  ^w^e^  indigimta. 

3.  It  is  said  that  the  papers  were  not  immediately  taken  posses- 
sion of,  nor  proceedings  instituted  till  long  after  the  arrival  in  port. 
These  are  imquestionably  irregularities ;  but  I  agree  with  the 
King's  Advocate  in  maintaining  that  they  are  not  such  irregu- 
larities as  will  destroy  the  captor's  right  of  proceeding,  for  the 
claimant  had  his  remedy  in  the  way  of  a  monition.     How  these 
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delays  were  oocasioned,  whether  in  consequence  of  pending  nego-        1799 
tiations  (as  has  been  repeatedly  asserted  in  the  course  of  the      '^**^^^' 
argument),  I  am  not  judicially  informed.  If  such  negotiations  ever  The  Mabh. 
existed,  I  may  have  reason  personally  to  lament  that  they  have  sirW.  Soott. 
proved  ineffectual.     But  the  legal  consequence  of  that  inefficiency 
imdoubtedly  is  that  the  question  of  law  remains  the  same  as  if  no 
such  negotiation  had  ever  been  thought  of. 

4.  It  is  lastly  said  that  they  have  proceeded  only  against  the 
merchant  vessels,  and  not  against  the  frigate,  the  principal  wrong- 
doer. On  what  grounds  this  was  done — ^whether  on  that  sort  of 
comity  and  respect  which  is  not  unusually  shown  to  the  immediate 
property  of  great  and  august  sovereigns,  or  how  otherwise — I  am 
again  not  judicially  informed ;  but  it  can  be  no  legal  bar  to  the 
right  of  a  plaintiff  to  proceed  that  he  has,  for  some  reason  or  other, 
declined  to  proceed  against  another  party  against  whom  he  had  an 
equal  or  possibly  a  superior  title.  And  as  to  the  particular  case  of 
one  vessel  which  had  obtained  her  release  and  a  re-delivery  of  her 
papers,  the  act  of  the  captors  may  perhaps  furnish  a  reasonable 
ground  of  distinction  with  respect  to  her  own  special  case ;  but  its 
effect,  be  it  what  it  may,  is  confined  to  herself,  and  can  be  extended 
no  further. 

-I  am  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  special  circumstances  do  not 
exist  which  can  take  the  case  out  of  the  rule  which  is  generally 
applicable  to  such  a  state  of  facts ;  and  I  have  already  stated  that 
rule  to  be  the  confiscation  of  all  the  property  forcibly  withheld 
from  inquiry  and  search.  It  may  be  fitting  (for  anything  that  I 
know)  that  other  considerations  should  be  interposed  to  soften  the 
severity  of  the  rale,  if  the  rule  can  be  justly  taxed  with  severity ; 
but  I  have  neither  the  knowledge  of  any  such  considerations  nor 
authority  to  apply  them.  If  any  negotiations  have  pledged  (as 
has  been  intimated)  the  honour  and  good  faith  of  the  coimtry,  I 
can  only  say  that  it  has  been  much  the  habit  of  this  country  to 
redeem  pledges  of  so  sacred  a  nature.  But  my  business  is  merely 
to  decide  whether,  in  a  Court  of  the  law  of  nations,  a  pretension 
can  be  legally  maintained  which  has  for  its  purpose  neither  more 
nor  less  than  to  extinguish  the  right  of  maritime  capture  in  war ; 
and  to  do  this,  how  P — by  the  direct  use  of  hostile  force  on  the  part 
of  a  neutral  State.    It  is  high  time  that  the  legal  merit  of  such  a 
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1799        pretension  Bhould  be  disposed  of  one  way  or  other.    It  has  been 
Jtms  11.      i^j,  g^jj^^  1^^  years  past  preparing  in  Europe.    It  is  extremely  fit 


The  Mama,  that  it  should  be  brought  to  the  test  of  a  judicial  decision,  for  a 
Sir  W.  Soott.  worse  state  of  things  cannot  exist  than  that  of  an  undetermined 
conflict  between  the  ancient  law  of  nations,  as  imderstood  and 
practised  for  centuries  by  civilized  nations,  and  a  modem  project 
of  innovation  utterly  inconsistent  with  it;  and  in  my  apprehension 
not  more  inconsistent  with  it  than  with  the  amity  of  neighbouring 
States  and  the  personal  safety  of  their  respective  subjects. 

The  only  remaining  question  which  I  have  to  consider  is  the 
matter  of  expenses,  and  this  I  think  myself  boimd  to  dispose  of 
with  as  much  tenderness  as  I  can  use  in  favour  of  individuals.  It 
is  to  be  observed  that  the  question  itself  was  of  an  importance  and 
delicacy  somewhat  beyond  the  powers  of  decision  belonging  to 
such  persons.  The  authority  of  their  country  has  been  in  some 
degree  surprised  in  this  matter.  The  captors  have  been  extremely 
tardy  in  proceeding  to  adjudication.  Attending  to  all  these  con- 
siderations I  think  the  claimants  are  clearly  entitled  to  have  their 
expenses  charged  upon  the  value  of  the  property  up  to  the  time 
of  the  order  for  further  proof.  From  that  time  the  property  might 
have  been  withdrawn  upon  bail,  and  it  is  no  answer  to  the  Court 
to  say  that  this  gentleman  or  another  gentleman  did  not  think  it 
advisable  to  commit  their  private  fortunes  in  the  extent  of  the 
security  required.  It  is  the  business  of  foreign  owners  who  have 
brought  their  ships  and  cargoes  into  such  situations  of  difficulty  to 
find  the  mesais  of  relieving  them  when  the  opportunity  can  be  used. 
I  go  sufficient  lengths  in  allowing  expenses  for  the  further  time  in 
which  orders  could  have  been  obtained  from  Sweden,  and  I  fix  this 
at  the  distance  of  two  months  from  the  order  of  further  proof ; 
and,  condemning  the  ship  and  cargo,  I  direct  all  private  adventures 
to  be  restored. 

This  is  the  substance  of  what  I  have  to  pronounce  judicially  on 
this  case,  after  weighing  with  the  most  anxious  care  the  several 
facts  and  the  learned  arguments  which  have  been  applied  to  them. 
I  deliver  it  to  my  coimtry,  and  to  foreign  coimtries,  with  little 
diffidence  in  the  rectitude  of  the  judgment  itself.  I  have  still  more 
satisfaction  in  feeling  an  entire  confidence  in  the  rectitude  of  the 
considerations  under  which  it  has  been  formed. 
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THE  ELSABE.  [*  o.BK>h. 

408.] 

Sib  W.  Scott  thus  referred  to  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of        isos 
Appeal  in  the  Maria : —  November  28. 

^'  How  far  the  appellate  judgment  has  oonflrmed  all  the  prin- 
ciples that  are  there  laid  down  has  been  questioned  in  argument. 
It  is  a  question,  however,  into  which  I  do  not  feel  myself  disposed, 
or  called  upon,  to  enter  very  minutely,  for  the  reason  already 
given,  that  if  they  are  not  positively  disclaimed  by  the  Court  above 
they  continue  to  bind  the  legal  conscience  of  the  Court  below.  At 
the  same  time,  I  think  it  hardly  possible  to  avoid  two  observa- 
tions. First,  that  if  the  principles  had  been  such  as  that  Court 
disapproved  it  could  not  but  have  felt  the  obligation  of  disclaiming 
them.  They  are  principles  of  considerable  extent — operating  on 
great  subjects — ^and  leading  to  great  consequences ;  they  are  not 
indifferent  in  their  nature,  and  if  erroneous,  it  should  rather  seem 
that  public  interests  called  forcibly  for  a  public  disavowal  of  them. 
Secondly,  that  although  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  every  inci- 
dental expression  of  opinion  is  confirmed  by  that  judgment  (for 
this  Court  is  not  wild  enough  to  attribute  such  effect  to  any 
appellate  judgment,  or  even  to  conceive  itself  boimd  by  such 
obiter  intimations),  it  seems,  ex  vi  necesaitatiSy  that  the  leading 
and  fundamental  positions  must  be  considered  as  affirmed.  For 
instance,  it  must  be  taken  to  be  affirmed  that  the  Court  of  Prize 
has  cognizance  of  such  a  matter ;  that  it  is  competent  to  entertain 
the  question;  that  it  is  not  bound  to  leave  it  to  the  chance  of  force 
in  this  particular  instance,  or  to  the  chance  of  negotiations  after- 
wards, between  two  countries,  neutral  in  law,  but  hostile  in 
disposition  in  consequence  of  such  an  unnatural  occurrence  of 
hostility,  to  the  chance  of  negotiations,  I  say,  which  might  con- 
tinue, whilst  the  same  occurrence  takes  place  again,  as  it  would 
have  done  in  this  very  instismce.  In  the  next  place,  it  must,  I 
think,  be  taken,  ex  vi  necessitatisy  as  affirmed  that  resistance  to 
search  is  penal,  and  that  the  penalty  is  confiscation ;  thirdly,  that 
that  resistance,  being  directed  to  be  given  by  the  sovereign  of  the 
State,  affords  no  protection ;  fourthly,  that  the  resistance  of  the 
convoying  ship  is  the  resistance  of  the  whole  convoy ;  and  fifthly, 
that  the  resistance  given  in  that  particular  case  was  the  criminal 
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1803         act  "which  led  to  the  penal  consequence.     All  these"  positions  are 

^^     ^  ^^'   not  only  unshaken,  but  they  are,  in  my  apprehension,  bound  up  in 

TheElsabe.   the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Appeal,  and  substantially  affirmed 

Sir  W.  Scott,   by  it ;  and  if  there  are  any  persons  who  dispute  the  affinnanoe  on 

these  groimds,  they  are  at  least  called  upon  to  show  on  what  other 

groimds  it  teas  or  could  be  affirmed;  or  how  it  was  possible  to 

arrive  at  the  same  conclusion,  on  any  other  principles,  than  those 

laid  down  as  the  foundation  of  that  sentence  in  the  Couri;  below. 

On  the  fundamental  positi9ns  of  that  sentence,  then,  by  which  the 

justice  of  the  decision  must  be  tried,  I  do  not  feel  myself  disposed 

to  doubt,  either  from  anything  that  I  have  heard  or  from  anything 

which  further  reflection  has  suggested  to  me,  or  from  the  manner 

in  which  the  opinion  of  the  Superior  Court  has  been  expressed 

upon  it." 

[The  Court  then  proceeded  to  apply  the  principles  of  the  Maria 
to  the  facts  before  it.] 


[2  0.  Hob.  1]  THE  EENROM. 

Cargo— Property  of  Neutral — Property  of  Enemy — Liability  of  Neuiral, 

"When  a  cargo  on  a  neutral  vessel  consisted  partly  of  goods  the  pro- 
perty of  a  neutral,  and  partly  of  goods  the  property  of  an  enemy,  and 
the  whole  cargo  was  described  as  belongmg  to  a  neutral,  this  will  excuse 
the  condemnation  of  the  entire  cargo. 

1799  This  was  a  case  of  a  ship  and  cargo  taken  on  a  voyage  from 

affirmed      Batavia  to  Copenhagen,  December  27th,  1798,  by  his  Majesty's 
^^802^^'     ship  the  Brilliant. 


Sir  W,  Scott. — ^In  this  case  the  ship  is  claimed  as  the  entire 
property  of  Messrs.  Fabritius  and  Wever,  of  Copenhagen,  and  half 
the  cargo  also  is  claimed  as  belonging  to  them  by  Mr.  Fabritius, 
the  son,  being  employed  as  supercargo  on  board  this  vessel. 

The  Court  directed  that  this  gentleman  should  give  some  account 
of  the  property  of  the  remainder  of  the  cargo ;  it  being  claimed  ^'  as 
the  undivided  property  of  Fabritius  and  others,'*  he  was  called 
upon  to  specify  who  were  the  co-partners.    The  Court  was  more 


THE  EENROM. 


169 


particularly  induced  to  make  this  order  by  the  special  application        1799 
which  had  been  made  on  the  part  of  the  claimant  to  allow  this 


Tery  gentleman  to  be  examined,  as  a  person  who  was  acquainted  Thb  EgNBoic. 
with  every  particle  of  the  transaction,  and  who  could  give  the  SirW.  Soott. 
Court  the  most  satisfactory  information  upon  every  circumstance 
belonging  to  it.  To  the  surprise  of  the  Court,  this  gentleman  has 
now  said  in  his  affidavit  "that  he  cannot  set  forth  the  specific 
interests,  except  as  hereafter  mentioned,  as  he  was  sick  and  confined 
at  Batavia,  and  obliged  to  intrust  the  actual  shipment  of  the  cargo 
to  Mr.  Inglehart,  with  whom  he  had  not  come  to  any  final  settle- 
ment before  he  left  that  place.'*  It  is  worthy  of  notice  that, 
although  Mr.  Inglehart  was  the  actual  shipper,  his  name  does  not 
appear  in  any  one  of  the  ship's  papers,  although  it  has  happened 
to  peep  out  since  in  several  other  cases.  It  is,  I  think,  on  the  face 
of  this  excuse,  an  extraordinary  circimistance  that  a  person  em- 
ployed as  supercargo  in  a  foreign  coimtry  (who  must  necessarily 
be  reqtiired  to  give  an  account  of  all  his  transactions  to  his  prin- 
cipals), falling,  from  illness,  under  the  necessity  of  executing  his 
trust  by  an  agent,  shoidd  not,  immediately  on  his  recovery,  put 
himself  in  possession  of  everything  that  had  been  done  for  him  by 
his  substituted  agent  during  his  confinement.  This  is  surely  no 
more  than  what  every  agent,  in  such  a  situation,  would  naturally 
have  done.  Mr.  Fabritius  says  "he  did  not,"  "but,  knowing 
that  thi9  funds  arising  from  the  outward  cargo  of  this  vessel, 
and  from  the  profits  of  her  voyage  to  China,  as  far  as  they  were 
applied  to  the  present  cargo,  were  not  equal  to  more  than  a  moiety, 
and  also  learning  in  England  that  Messrs.  Fabritius  and  Wever 
had  caused  insurance  to  be  made  here  to  the  amount  of  about  half 
of  this  cargo,  he  is  led  to  believe  that  not  more  than  a  moiety 
belongs  to  these  gentlemen."  The  Court  cannot  forget  that  in  a 
very  late  case,  the  Denmark^  this  very  outward  cargo  of  the  Eenrom 
was  represented  as  overflowing  the  capacity  of  her  return,  and  as 
being  employed  in  purchasing  a  large  ship  over  and  above  that 
returned  cargo.  It  now,  however,  appears  that  it  was  not  equal  to 
a  moiety  of  the  returned  cargo ;  the  other  moiety,  Mr.  Fabritius 
says,  "  he  supposes  to  have  belonged  to  Mr.  Inglehart,  or  to  some 
person  for  whom  he  acted."  He  says,  indeed,  that  Mr.  Inglehart 
told  him  it  belonged  to  him,  but  whether  in  his  own  right  or  as 
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1799        agent  he  oannot  say ;  ^'  but  from  hearing  on  his  return  to  England 
^^^  ^^'      that  Marshall  Bluoker  had  caused  an  insurance  to  be  made  here  on 

Thb  Ebiteoic.  a  part  distinct  from  Messrs.  Fabritius  and  Wever,  he  is  induced  to 

Bir  "W.  Scott,   think  that  some  part  belongs  to  him." 

This  leads  me  to  dispose  of  this  part  of  the  case,  the  interest  of 
Mr.  Blucker,  first.  Mr.  Cowie  states  in  his  affidavit  ''that  he 
received  orders  (he  does  not  say  from  whom)  in  May,  1798,  to 
insure  for  Marshall  Blucker,  in  the  Eenrom^  one  thousand  two 
hundred  pounds  on  ship  and  cargo,  and  that  he  believes  him  to  be 
interested  to  that  amount."  It  appeared  to  the  Court  to  be  an 
extraordinary  circumstance  that  the  insurance  should  be  made 
in  these  terms,  on  ship  and  cargo,  for  a  person  who  was  not  sug- 
gested to  have  any  interest  in  the  ship,  and  the  explanation  was 
that  Marshall  Blucker,  not  being  a  mercantile  man,  might  have 
fallen  into  this  error  inadvertently.  I  should  rather  have  thought 
that  such  an  expression,  deviating  from  common  speech,  was  more 
like  the  phrase  of  a  person  speaking  in  technical  language  than  of 
a  person  ignorant  of  trade  and  writing  simply  from  his  own  appre- 
hension of  his  own  concerns ;  and  more  especially  since  I  learn,  on 
reference  to  the  merchants,  that  it  is  mercantile  language,  and  that 
such  an  insurance,  though  including  ship  and  cargo,  is  allowed  to 
apply  solely  to  an  interest  of  that  amount  in  the  cargo,  if  the 
party  had  an  interest  in  the  cargo  to  that  amount  and  no  interest 
in  the  ship.  Mr.  Cowie  states  further,  ''  that  he  has  written  for 
instructions,"  but  does  not  say  when.  This  ship  was  brought  in, 
in  January,  1799.  As  a  careful  and  diligent  agent  he  must  have 
taken  the  first  opportunity  of  giving  intelligence  of  the  capture. 
But  it  is  not  said  what  answer  was  received,  nor  is  it  even  said  that 
Mr.  Cowie  expects  directions  to  claim ;  no  paper  on  board  expresses 
the  name  of  Mr.  Blucker,  and  he  is  perfectly  quiescent  and,  as  far 
as  appears,  ignorant  of  the  matter ;  therefore,  on  the  whole,  I  think 
this  is  not  such  a  claim  as  I  can  admit  imder  the  circumstances  in 
which  it  is  introduced.  If  Marshall  Blucker  has  any  real  interest 
in  this  cargo  he  may  still  daim  it  elsewhere,  in  the  Court  of 
Appeal. 

There  is  another  claim  that  I  will  also  dispose  of  before  I  come 
to  the  consideration  of  the  ship  and  cargo.  It  is  a  claim  of 
Mr.  Fabritius,  the  supercargo,  for  some  biUs  of  exchange  asserted 
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to  have  been  given  for  money  borrowed  for  the  repairs  of  the  ship,  1799 
and  purchased  afterwards  on  his  own  account  from  the  person  in  ^^^'^- 
whose  favour  he  had  originally  drawn  them ;  these  are  pressed  as  t™  Ekwrok. 
regular  bottomry  bonds.  It  is  not  a  little  extraordinary  that  Mr.  Sir  "W.  Soott. 
Fabritius,  having  such  full  power  over  the  whole  concern  as  super- 
oargOy  should  resort  to  this  mode  of  raising  money ;  but  it  is  only 
necessary  to  look  at  the  papers  produced  to  see  whether  they  are 
of  that  species  of  instruments  which,  in  maritime  law,  will  consti- 
tute a  lien  on  the  ship.  If  I  should  think  that  they  are  not  of 
that  description  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  enter  into  the  question 
whether  a  claim  can  be  given  on  account  of  a  mere  lien  on  a 
captured  ship,  though  I  am  of  opinion,  for  the  moment,  that  it  is 
not  such  an  interest  as  is  regarded  and  protected  by  the  prize  law. 
Now,  looking  at  these  biUs,  I  am  rather  inclined  to  think  that 
they  are  not  of  that  kind  which  the  maritime  law  supports  as 
hypothecation  bonds ;  there  is  no  binding  of  the  vessel,  no  hypothe- 
cation whatever;  they  are  mere  bills  of  exchange,  stating  some- 
thing about  repairs,  indeed,  but  in  no  sense  bearing  the  binding 
force  of  bottomry  bonds.  In  the  most  liberal  way  in  which  they 
can  be  considered,  and  with  the  least  scrupulous  adherence  to  form 
that  is  oonsistent  with  substantial  reasoning,  I  cannot  hold  them 
to  be  maritime  bottomry  bonds,  and  I  reject  the  claim  founded  on 
them. 

I  come  now  to  the  consideration  of  the  ship  and  cargo;  or 
rath^,  I  shall  invert  the  order,  and  consider  the  cargo  first.  The 
outward  cargo  of  this  voyage  consisted  of  tar,  sheathing  copper, 
sail  cloth,  and  other  articles,  which  by  treaty  this  country  and 
Denmark  are  expressly  forbidden  to  carry  to  the  enemy  of  the 
other ;  it  sets  out  therefore  with  a  violation  of  public  treaties,  and 
of  the  private  law  of  Dennuirk,  because  every  treaty  is  a  part  of 
the  private  law  of  the  country  which  has  entered  into  that  treaty, 
and  is  as  binding  on  the  subjects  as  any  part  of  their  municipal  laws. 
The  clearance  was  general  to  the  East  Indies,  though  in  some 
papers  a  destination  to  Fredericksnagore  is  held  out ;  with  respect 
to  these  general  clearances  to  the  East  or  West  Indies,  I  cannot 
say  that  they  are  absolutely  and  necessarily  illegal,  although  they 
are  certainly  inconvenient  to  all  parties,  by  throwing  a  great 
uncertainty  on  the  nature  of  the  intended  voyage.    If  neutral 
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1799         governments  permit  these  indefinite  clearances  which  seem  to  allow 

— ! a  destination  to  the  ports  of  a  belligerent  (if  such  belligerent  has 

Thb  Ebnbom.  any  ports  in  the  East  or  West  Indies),  it  seems  proper  at  least 
Sir  W.  Scott,  that  the  nature  of  the  cargo  should  correspond,  and  care  should  be 
taken  that  the  cargo  should  be  such  as  their  subjects  are  allowed 
to  carry  to  an  enemy's  port;  there  should  be  an  affidavit,  as  in 
voyages  to  an  enemy's  port,  that  the  cargo  contains  no  prohibited 
goods ;  for  without  some  precaution  of  this  kind  great  frauds  may 
be  committed  against  the  public  treaties  of  the  country,  and  the 
country  may  be  involved  in  the  consequences  of  such  frauds. 
There  seems  to  have  been  no  such  security  taken  in  this  case,  and 
therefore  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  there  must  have  been  some 
understanding  on  this  subject  at  Copenhagen,  that  the  voyage  was 
to  be  to  their  own  ports,  or  to  neutral  ports  only ;  for  it  is  not  to 
be  imagined  that  such  a  general  clearance  could  have  been  obtained 
for  articles  of  this  description,  being  imderstood  to  have  a  liberty 
of  going  to  an  enemy's  port ;  such  a  thing  cannot  be  supposed, 
without  imputing  to  the  Danish  Government  such  a  connivance  at 
the  irregular  and  illegal  conduct  of  its  subjects,  as  I  am  in  no 
degree  disposed  to  surmise.  The  fact,  however,  is  asserted  to  be 
that  this  vessel  left  Copenhagen  with  these  noxious  articles  on 
board,  and  with  full  liberty  of  going  to  any  port ;  that  there  was 
any  other  destination  than  to  Batavia  is  not  suggested  by  any  one 
circumstance  in  the  cause;  therefore  we  may  describe  it  to  have 
been  a  voyage  not  contingent,  nor  left  optional,  but  dear  and 
certain,  and  definite,  in  direct  violation  of  public  treaties,  and  of 
the  law  of  Denmark  founded  on  those  treaties. 

These  are  circumstances  in  limine^  and  this  is  the  manner  in 
which  the  voyage  sets  out.  The  next  circumstance  on  which  I 
shall  observe  is,  that  the  management  of  this  whole  affair  seems  to 
have  been  committed  to  Mr.  Fabritius,  jim.,  and  that  he  acted 
with  unlimited  control,  although  he  is  scarcely  mentioned  in  the 
papers ;  only  in  a  comer  of  the  instructions  given  to  the  master, 
who  was  to  conduct  everything :  Mr.  Ponsaing,  who  was  master  of 
the  outward  voyage,  is  directed  to  go  to  Fredericksnagore  and 
manage  everything ;  but  in  a  note,  "  Ponsaing  afid  the  supercargo 
are  directed  to  dispose  of  the  cargo  and  to  invest  another  in  the 
best  manner  they  might  be  able."    This  is  the  only  manner  in 
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which  Mr.  Fabritius  is  mentioned,  in  a  character  merely  asaistendo,        1799 
although  he  now  appears  to  have  been  intrusted  with  unlimited      '^^^^' 
power  over  the  whole  business.  The  Eknbom. 

The  instructions  further  direct,  "that  if  the  cargo  should  not  SirW.  Sootfc. 
be  sufficient  for  the  returned  voyage,  other  goods  might  be  taken 
on  freight,  with  a  condition  that  they  should  be  consigned  to 
Messrs.  Fabritius  and  Wever."  This  is  not  like  an  authority  to 
buy  a  cargo  in  undivided  moieties  for  these  gentlemen  and  other 
persons ;  there  are  no  directions  for  a  partnership.  When  I  see 
how  these  instructions  are  executed  and  by  whom,  in  a  manner 
totally  different  from  what  they  purport,  I  am  strongly  induced  to 
suspect  that  they  are  merely  colourable  instructions,  and  that  the 
real  history  of  this  transaction  is  connected  with  previous  arrange- 
ments in  Batavia  between  Messrs.  Fabritius  and  Wever  and  Mr. 
Inglehart,  the  person  actually  employed  in  putting  this  cargo  on 
board. 

The  cargo  is  put  on  board  by  him,  and  it  is  a  very  material 
question  on  which  the  fate  of  the  cargo  and  of  the  ship  likewise  may 
depend :  "Whether  it  was  the  intention  of  the  supercargo,  in  this 
part  of  the  transaction,  to  mislead  the  British  Courts  of  Justice, 
and  British  cruisers,  as  to  the  property  of  the  cargo  P  For  I  am  of 
opinion  that,  if  such  an  intention  can  be  proved  in  the  agent,  let 
the  interests  of  his  employers  in  Denmark  be  what  they  may, 
they  must  be  affected  by  his  conduct,  and  the  consequence  will 
attach  on  them  to  confiscate  their  property  so  engaged.  This  is 
no  ordinary  supercargo;  he  is  the  son  of  his  employer,  and  appears 
to  have  been  delegated  with  greater  powers  than  supercargoes 
usually  enjoy ;  his  conduct  must  in  point  of  law  and  conscience, 
and  under  the  most  lenient  considerations  of  equity,  be  held  to 
bind  his  principal  with  peculiar  force.  In  strict  law  every  super- 
cargo will  bind  his  employer ;  and  although  where  law  is  adminis- 
tered with  great  indulgence,  cases  may  arise  in  which  the  Court 
will  not  implicate  the  owner,  as  in  some  cases  where  supercargoes 
have  appeared,  taking  in  small  parcels  of  goods  in  contradiction 
to  the  orders  of  their  employers,  the  Court  has  thought  it  hard  to 
involve  the  interests  of  the  owners,  though  perhaps  strictly  respon- 
sible. Tet  this  is  not  a  case  entitled  to  any  such  favourable  treat- 
ment :  this  is  not  the  case  of  a  small  portion  of  a  cargo  taken  in 
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1799         from  false  compassion  to  others,  or  from  corrupt  views  of  private 
^"^  ^^'      interest :   the  fraud,  if  any,  in  this  instance  must  be  that  of  a 
Thk  Ekneom.  deliberate  interfering  in  the  war,  to  mask  and  withdraw  from  the 
SirW.  Scott,   rights  of  a  belligerent  the  property  of  his  enemy,  to  the  amount  of 
one-half  of  a  most  valuable  cargo.     It  is  not  the  case  of  an  ordi- 
nary supercargo  :  the  person  delegated  is  intrusted  with  the  fullest 
powers,  and  if  he  has  abused  his  powers  so  largely  conferred,  it  is 
to  him  that  the  owners  must  look  for  redress. 

The  regular  penalty  of  such  a  proceeding  must  be  confiscation ; 
for  it  is  a  rule  of  this  Court,  which  I  shall  ever  hold  till  I  am 
better  instructed  by  the  Superior  Court,  that  if  a  neutral  will 
weave  a  web  of  fraud  of  this  sort,  this  Court  will  not  take  the 
trouble  of  picking  out  the  threads  for  him  in  order  to  distinguish 
the  sound  from  the  unsound ;  if  he  is  detected  in  fraud  he  will  be 
involved  in  toto.  A  neutral  surely  cannot  be  permitted  to  say,  "  I 
have  endeavoured  to  protect  the  whole,  but  this  part  is  really  my 
property ;  take  the  rest,  and  let  me  go  with  my  own.*'  If  he  will 
engage  in  fraudulent  concerns  with  other  persons,  they  must  all 
stand  or  fall  together.  Let  us  see,  then,  if  there  is  not  recuon  not 
only  to  suspect,  but  to  conclude,  that  there  was  a  design  to  represent 
the  cargo,  which  appears  to  have  belonged  in  great  part  to  Ingle- 
hart,  the  Dutchman,  as  the  entire  property  of  Pabritius  and  Wever. 
In  the  first  place,  Mr.  Inglehart  was  the  shipper,  yet  his  name  is 
not  once  mentioned  in  the  papers.  In  no  one  place  does  his  name 
occur,  which  cannot  be  an  accidental  omission,  since  it  is  according 
to  the  most  ordinary  course  of  business  that  the  name  of  the  diipper 
should  be  specified.  I  must  therefore  consider  this  suppression  as 
a  studied  contrivance  to  withdraw  from  the  notice  of  the  Court 
every  connection  that  Mr.  Inglehart  has  had  with  this  transaction. 
The  master  and  the  mate  describe  Pabritius  and  Wever  as  the 
entire  proprietors,  and  Mr.  Pabritius,  jun.,  as  the  shipper.  They 
were  examined  as  soon  as  the  ship  was  brought  in,  and,  as  we  may 
presume,  before  they  were  apprised  of  the  existence  of  other 
papers ;  they  agree  with  the  formal  papers  in  keeping  out  of  sight 
the  name  of  Inglehart,  and  never  onc6  make  mention  of  him.  This 
is  an  extraordinary  droumstance,  for  the  master  is  in  this  case  not 
a  common  carrier-master :  he  is  a  confidential  manager  of  the 
business,  according  to  the  instructions,  yet  so  mudb  is  he  kept  in 
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the  darky  or  keeps  himself  so,  that  he  represents  Fabritius  and  1799 
Wever  as  the  entire  proprietors  of  the  cargo.  It  is  said,  as  an  ^^^  ^^' 
excuse  for  this  man,  that  he  was  affected  with  an  aknost  total  Thb  Ebnbok. 
derangement  of  mind  whilst  he  was  at  Batavia,  owing  to  the  girW.  Soott. 
climate,  and  that  he  came  home  perfectly  ignorant  of  the  trans- 
action; but  there  is  no  mention  of  this  malady  in  his  deposi- 
tion, nor  are  there  any  signs  of  it;  he  gives  a  cool  and 
rational  recital  of  facts,  and  shows  at  least  a  method  in  his 
madness  in  every  part  of  his  conduct  that  presents  itself  to 
our  view.  He  was  appointed  joint  agent  with  Fabritius,  yet 
he  was  left  under  the  delusion  that  the  whole  cargo,  of  which 
only  ludf  is  now  claimed,  belonged  to  Messrs.  Fabritius  and 
Wever.  If  he  was  deceived,  it  serves  to  establish  the  imposition 
on  the  part  of  others ;  if  he  joined  in  the  deceit,  it  still  further 
fortifies  the  suspicion  of  a  general  combination  of  fraud.  Mr. 
Fronier,  who  was  the  master  substituted  in  his  place  for  the 
return  voyage,  lies  under  the  same  mistake;  he  describes  the 
cargo  as  the  entire  property  of  Fabritius  and  Wever.  I  do  not 
say  that  this  Court  will  lay  down  a  rule  so  harsh  as  to  require  that 
every  carrier-master  should  know  the  property  of  every  part  of  her 
cargo ;  yet  in  time  of  war  it  cannot  be  imknown  to  neutrals  that 
the  master  is  expected  to  speak  to  the  property  of  his  cargo ;  more 
especially  in  a  case  like  this,  where  the  property  is  so  great  as  one- 
half,  and  where  the  master  is  a  confidential  person,  and  where 
there  is  a  son  of  his  employer  in  the  character  of  a  supercargo  on 
board,  total  ignorance  can  scarcely  happen  to  such  a  master ;  and 
where  it  is  pretended,  it  strongly  rivets  on  the  mind  of  the  Court  a 
suspicion  (by  which  I  always  mean  a  legal  suspicion)  that  there  is 
something  behind  which  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  parties  to 
oonceal.  But  the  matter  does  not  end  here :  there  is  no  mention 
of  any  distinction  of  property  in  the  papers.  The  invoice  describes 
the  whole  cargo  as  the  property  of  Fabritius  and  Wever ;  and 
this  paper  is  signed  not  by  the  master  but  by  the  supercargo.  It 
is  said  that  the  invoice  is  not  a  paper  of  consequence,  that  the  bill 
of  lading  is  the  document  to  which  reference  is  usually  made ;  but 
this  is  both :  it  is  a  bill  of  lading  as  well  as  an  invoice.  Then  how 
oame  this  on  board  P  It  is  said  that  Mr.  Fabritius  was  ill,  that 
the  lading  was  conducted  for  him,  and  that  he  signed  the  paper 
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1799         without  attention  to  its  contents.    How  can  I  acoede  to  such  an 
^^^^*      explanation?    Is  it    credible    that  a  man,  intrusted  with    the 
The  Eknbom.  management  of  so  large  a  concern,  should  fall  into  such  a  mis- 
Sir  "W.  Scott,   apprehension  as  to  sign  a  solemn  paper  asserting  the  whole  property 
to  belong  to  his  employer,  when  he  well  knew  that  it  did  not  ?  or 
can  it  be  believed  that  on  his  recovery  he  should  not  have  made 
himself  acquainted  with  everything  that  had  been  done  for  him  P 
To  act  otherwise  would  be  so  monstrous,  that  no  pretence  of  illness 
is  sufficient  to  apologise  for  it. 

But  it  is  said  Mr.  Fabritius  has  since  his  arrival  in  England 
disclosed  the  truth  and  given  in  his  claim  for  only  one-haU ,  and 
much  credit  is  assumed  for  this  instance  of  fair  and  ingenuous  con- 
duct.   Allowing  all  the  merit  that  is  due  to  such  a  recantation,  I 
do  not  know  that  it  can  be  of  any  avail  to  protect  this  case  from 
the  penalties  MaxMag  on  the  former  part  of  the  transaction ;  for 
if  the  Court  is  satisfied  that  the  intention  was  to  hold  out  to  Britiush 
cruisers  a  noli  me  tangere  as  to  the  whole  on  an  appearance  of  its 
being  Danish  property — although  a  locus  penitenticB  is  to  be  allowed 
to  all  men,  I  cannot  but  think  that  it  comes  a  little  too  late,  imder 
the  circumstances  of  the  present  case.    Shall  a  deceit  be  allowed 
during  the  whole  of  such  a  voyage ;  and  after  it  has  had  a  great 
part  of  its  effect  in  deceiving  our  cruisers,  shall  it  be  done  away 
by  this  late  confession?    If  the  representation  of  the. papers,  and 
the  master,  and  the  substituted  master  had  been  believed,  the  whole 
of  this  cargo  would  have  been  long  ago  safe  in  Copenhagen  or 
America.    But  what  is  more  material,  it  is  to  be  remembered 
that,  before  the  present  claim  was  given,  a  disclosure  of  evidence 
had  been  obtained  from  the  papers  of  some  other  cases.     In  the 
Nancy^  which  was  a  ship  imder  the  management  of  the  same 
parties,  it  had  come  to  light  that  Mr.  Inglehart  was  concerned  in 
the  cargo  of  the  Eenrom^  and  in  the  exact  proportion  which  squares 
with  Mr.  Pabritius's  amended  claim.      This  circumstance  very 
much  detracts  from  the  merit  of  the  confession,  there  being  every 
reason  to  presume  that  no  such  claim  would  have  been  given  if  the 
evidence  already  exhibited  in  that  case  had  not  shown  that  a  claim 
for  the  whole  would  be  completely  falsified.    If  so,  the  purpose  of 
fraud  is  abandoned,  merely  because  it  can  no  longer  be  main- 
tained. 
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1799  it  comes  to  this  question :  Axe  persons  so  oonyicted  of  an  attempt  to 
-^^^  ^^'  impose  on  the  Court  entitled  to  the  privnege  of  giving:  further 
ThbEeneok.  proof?  The  ship  was  built  at  Batavia,  and  has  been  constantly 
Sir  W.  Scott,  trading  from  Batavia.  It  must  have  been  the  property  of  Dutch- 
men, and  therefore  imder  any  circumstances  a  biU  of  sale  would  be 
necessary,  and  imder  the  particular  circumstances  which  I  have 
pointed  out  a  bill  of  sale  could  hardly  be  deemed  sufficient.  But  a 
thicker  cloud  is  raised  over  this  part  of  the  case  from  what  appears 
from  a  paper  in  the  iVawcy,  which  is  signed  by  Inglehart,  and 
states,  "  I  shall  accompany  this  with  the  accounts  of  the  Eenront^ 
of  which  Messrs.  Fabritius  and  Wever  are  sharers."  It  is  said 
that  this  applies  to  the  cargo  only ;  it  may  be  so,  it  is  a  possible 
explanation;  but  how  can  this  be  proved?  It  can  be  only  by 
further  proof.  Again,  there  are  many  passages  in  which  Mr.  Ingle- 
hart seems  to  assume  great  authority  over  the  conduct  of  the  vessel. 
It  is  said  that  this  was  in  consequence  of  a  charter-party,  by  which 
he  had  chartered  the  vessel.  It  may  be  so  ;  but  this  is  matter  of 
explanation  only  and  of  further  proof,  as  it  is  left  at  present,  on 
the  face  of  it,  very  ambiguous.  There  being  the  necessity  of 
further  proof,  have  the  parties  placed  themselves  in  a  situation  in 
which  they  are  entitled  to  a  privilege  of  this  kind  P  It  is  a  rule 
that  I  shall  imif  ormly  adhere  to,  till  I  am  better  instructed,  that 
where  a  party  has  been  convicted  of  an  attempt  to  impose  on  the 
Court  in  the  same  transaction,  the  privilege  of  further  proof  shall 
be  denied  him  as  a  privilege  which  is  justly  forfeited  by  deception 
and  fraud.  I  shall  therefore  pronounce  both  the  ship  and  cargo 
subject  to  condemnation. 
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THE  VRYHEID  (No.  2).  [2c.R0b.i6.] 

Capture-'Bight  to  share  Prize— Common  Enterprise— Contribution  of  Endeavour 
— Sight, 

To  entitle  a  ship  of  war  to  sliare  in  the  proceeds  of  a  prize,  it  is  not 
sufficient  that  such  ship  be  engaged  in  a  common  enterprise  with  other 
vessels  which  haye  actually  taken  the  prize,  but  there  must  be  some 
actual  contribution  of  endeayour  by  such  ship.  Sight  before  a  chase 
begins  is  not  sufficient  ground  to  allow  a  claim  for  joint  capture  (a). 

This  was  a  case  of  an  allegation  of  joint  capture  on  behalf  of  the        ^^^^ 

Vestal  frigate,  in  the  capture  of  the  Dutch  fleet  under  the  command '- — 

of  Admiral  De  Winter,  October  11th,  1798.    The  substance  of  the 
allegation  is  recited  in  the  judgment. 

Against  the  allegation,  the  King*8  Advocate  and  Laurence. 

In  support  of  the  allegation,  the  Advocate  of  the  Admiralty  and 
Arnold. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — This  is  a  contest  between  two  bodies  of  persons, 
all  deserving  most  highly  of  the  public,  and  therefore  as  far  as 
individual  merit  can  go  all  equally  entitled  to  every  attention ;  it 
is  a  case  of  joint  capture,  and  the  Court  has  to  lament  that  cases 
of  this  nature  are  in  general  attended  with  much  difficulty,  as  they 
depend  frequently  on  very  minute  facts  on  which  the  Court  has  to 
decide  between  contradictory  representations;  and  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  the  decisions  of  the  Courts  on  this  subject  have  not 
always  been  so  uniform  as  it  is  highly  desirable  they  should  be. 
It  would  be  a  very  great  satisfaction  to  me,  if,  with  the  assistance 
which  I  may  hope  to  receive  from  the  gentlemen  of  the  Bar,  it 
should  fall  within  my  power  to  establish  a  settled  and  intelligible 
system,  on  principles  that  may  become  in  future  easily  applicable 
to  the  various  cases  that  may  arise. 

The  Act  of  Parliament  and  the  Proclamation  give  the  benefit  of 
prize  "  to  the  takers,"  by  which  term  are  naturally  to  be  understood 
those  who  actually  take  possession,  or  those  affording  an  actual 

(a)  See  the  Forsigheidf  post,  p.  314. 

n2 
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1799         contribution  of  endeavour  to  that  event.    Either  of  these  persons 
'^"^  ^^'      are  naturally  included  under  the  denomination  of  "  takers ; "  but 


ThbVbthhid.  the  Courts  of  Law  have  gone  further,  and  have  extended  the  term 
Sir  "W.  Scott.   "  taker  "  to  another  description  of    persons — ^to  those  who,  not 
having  contributed  actual  service,  are  still  supposed  to  have  ren- 
dered a  constructive  assistance,  either  by  conveying  encouragement 
to  the  captor,  or  intimidation  to  the  enemy. 

Capture  has  therefore  been  divided  into  capture  de  facto^  and 
capture  by  construction.  I  need  not  say  that  the  construction 
must  be  such  as  the  Courts  of  Law  have  already  recognized,  and 
not  a  new,  unauthorized  construction ;  for  as  the  word  has  already 
travelled  a  considerable  way  beyond  the  meaning  of  the  Act  of 
Parliament,  the  disposition  of  the  Court  will  lean,  not  to  extend  it 
still  further,  but  to  ncurow  it,  and  bring  it  nearer  to  the  terms  of 
the  Act  than  has  been  done  in  some  former  cases.  The  case  of 
the  Mars  (a)  is  a  strong  authority  on  this  point,  in  which  the  claim 
of  joint  capture  was  disallowed  to  ships  not  in  company,  but 
stationed  at  different  outlets  to  catch  the  enemy,  who  were  known 
to  be  under  the  necessity  of  passing  through  one  of  them ;  and 
it  was  in  that  case  intimated  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  judges  of 
the  Common  Law  (as  I  have  had  means  of  knowing)  that  tha 
Court  ought  to  come  nearer  home,  and  conform  more  strictly  to 
the  precise  words  of  the  Act  of  Parliament. 

In  all  cases  the  onus  probandi  lies  on  those  setting  up  the  con- 
struction, because  they  are  not  persons  strictiy  within  the  words 
of  the  Act,  but  let  in  only  by  the  interpretation  of  those  acting 
imder  a  competent  authority  to  interpret  it;  it  lies  with  the 
claimants  in  joint  capture,  therefore,  either  to  allege  some  cases  in 
which  their  construction  has  been  admitted  in  former  instances,  or 
to  show  some  principle  in  their  favour  so  clearly  recognized  and 
established  as  to  have  become  almost  a  first  principle  in  cases  of 
this  nature.    The  being  in  sight  generally,  and  with  some  few 

(a)  This  was  a  case  of  a  French  cept  them.    The  capture  was  made 

ship  taken  by  one  of  three  King's  by  one  ship.    A  claim  was  given  on 

ships ;  which,  being  apprised  of  the  behalf  of  the  other  two  to  share  as 

design  of  the  enemy  to  escape  from  joint  captors,  though  not  present  at 

Port   au   Prince,   had   taken   their  the  capture ;  but  it  was  rejected, 
station  at  different  outlets  to  inter- 
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1799         Trollop  to  reconnoitre  them ;  that  on  the  next  day  Captain  Trollop 
*^    *      gave  the  Vestal  a  written  order  to  sail  immediately  for  the  first 


ThbVetheid.  port  in  England,  using  her  utmost  endeavours  to  fall  in  with 
SirW.  Scott.  Admiral  Duncan  on  the  way,  to  send  an  express  to  the  Admiralty, 
and  then  to  use  his  best  endeavours  immediately  to  fall  in  with 
Admiral  Duncan  wherever  he  was,  and  acquaint  him  with  the 
situation  of  the  Dutch  fleet ;  that  in  pm^suajice  of  these  orders  she 
sailed  to  England,  landed  the  despatches,  and  again  returned  and 
actually  joined  Admiral  Duncan  on  the  13th  of  October;  that 
after  the  Vestal  was  so  detached.  Captain  Trollop,  with  his 
Majesty's  ships  cruising  with  him,  joined  Admiral  Duncan,  and 
never  lost  sight  of  the  Dutch  fleet  from  the  time  the  Vestal  was  so 
detached  to  the  time  of  the  capture  of  the  ship  proceeded  against ; 
that  at  the  time  of  capture  the  Vestal  belonged  to  and  composed  a 
part  of  Admiral  Duncan's  fleet,  and  was  aiding  and  assisting  in 
the  capture,  and  afterwards,  with  his  Majesty's  ships  the  Endymion 
and  Ethalion,  assisted  in  bringing  into  the  Humber  two  of  the 
Dutch  fleet  captured  in  that  engagement." 

Now  on  these  facts,  and  having  stated  the  onttsprobandi  to  lie  on 
the  persons  setting  up  the  construction,  I  am  to  inquire  on  what 
authority  this  claim  is  to  be  sustained.  There  are  no  cases  cited  as 
being  directly  in  point,  but  the  case  of  the  Signiar  San  Joseph  (a)  has 
been  alluded  to ;  that  is  a  case  which  I  perfectly  recollect,  having 
been  concerned  in  arguing  it,  but  it  was  in  its  principal  circum- 
stances entirely  different  from  the  present  case.  That  was  a  case  of 
two  vessels  detached  from  the  fleet  under  the  command  of  Admiral 
Pigot  in  the  West  Indies,  to  chase  two  strange  ships  appearing  in 
sight,  the  fleet  bearing  up  all  the  time  as  fast  as  possible  to  support 
them ;  the  chasing  vessels  took  the  two  ships  first  appearing,  and 
also  a  third,  on  which  the  dispute  arose.  There  was  much  con- 
trariety of  evidence  whether  the  fleet  (which  was  continuing  to  sail 
in  the  same  direction)  was  not  up  and  in  sight,  and  the  chief  doubt 
arose  owing  to  the  night  coming  on,  for  if  it  had  been  day  the  fleet 
would  clearly  have  been  in  sight,  and  it  was  at  all  events  well 
known  to  be  at  hand  and  ready  to  have  given  any  support  that 
might  be  wanting.  Under  these  circumstances  the  Court  of 
Appeal  aflBrmed  the  sentence  of  the  Court  below  pronouncing  for 

(a)  Lords,  May  4th,  1784. 
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joint  capture ;  and  in  that  sentence  it  is,  I  beKeve,  trae,  as  it  has        1799 
been  stated  by  the  counsel,  that  some  mention  was  made  of  the         ''^    ' 


words  "joint  enterprise";  but  taking  the  case  altogether, it  can  by  ThbVbthbid. 
no  means  be  said  to  go  the  length  of  the  present  claim.  sir  w.  Soott. 

As  far  as  cases  go,  then,  there  is  an  entire  failure  of  authority 
on  the  part  of  the  Vestal;  but  the  usage  of  the  Navy  has  been 
resorted  to,  and  a  case  has  been  cited  of  the  Audacious,  one  of  the 
fleet  under  the  command  of  Lord  Howe,  being  permitted  to  share 
in  the  victory  of  the  1st  of  June,  1794.  It  is  admitted,  and  it  is 
certainly  true,  that  the  practice  of  the  Navy,  in  opposition  to  the 
words  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  or  a  Proclamation,  or  to  the 
established  practice  of  law,  cannot  weigh  or  be  of  any  authority ; 
at  the  same  time,  the  Court  would  be  extremely  unwilling  to 
break  in  on  any  settled  and  received  notions  of  the  Navy,  or  to 
disturb  a  practice  generally  prevailing  among  themselves.  But 
I  agree  with  the  King*s  Advocate  that  the  case  cited  is  different 
from  the  present.  In  that  case  the  Audacious  had  actually 
engaged  the  enemy's  fleet,  and  had  separated  only  in  chase 
of  one  of  their  ships.  The  Canada,  another  case  which  has  been 
mentioned,  chased  from  the  fleet  by  signal  on  the  prize  coming 
in  sight;  and  the  Lowestoff,  which  is  another  case,  stated  to 
have  happened  in  the  Mediterranean,  was  not  detached  from  the 
Mediterranean  fleet  till  after  the  chase  had  actually  begun.  These 
circumstances  therefore  materially  distinguish  these  cases  from  the 
present,  and  I  am  at  liberty  to  say  that  no  case  in  point,  no 
authority  has  been  produced.  Is  there,  then,  any  admitted  principle  ? 
The  gentlemen  have  resorted  to  the  general  principle  of  commmi 
enterprise,  and  it  has  been  contended  that  where  ships  are  asso- 
ciated in  a  common  enterprise  that  circumstance  is  sufficient  to 
entitle  them  to  share  equally  and  alike  in  the  prizes  that  are  made. 
But  certainly  this  cannot  be  maintained  to  the  full  extent  of  these 
terms ;  many  cases  might  be  stated  in  which  ships  so  associated 
would  not  share.  Suppose  a  case  that  ships  going  out  on  the  same 
enterprise,  and  using  all  their  endeavours  to  effectuate  their  pur- 
pose, should  be  separated  by  storm  or  otherwise:  no  one  would 
contend  that  they  should  share  in  each  other's  captures.  There  is 
no  case  in  which  such  persons  have  been  allowed  to  share  after 
separation,  being  not  in  sight  at  the  time  of  chasing.    It  cannot 
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1799  be  laid  down  to  that  extent,  and  indeed  it  would  be  extremely 
'^"^  ^^'  incommodious  that  it  should ;  nothing  is  more  difficult  than  to  say 
ThhVetheid.  precisely  where  a  common  enterprise  begins.  In  a  more  enlarged 
Sip  W.  Soott.  sense,  the  whole  navy  of  England  may  be  said  to  be  contributing 
in  the  joint  enterprise  of  annoying  the  enemy.  In  particular 
expeditions  every  service  has  its  divisions  and  subdivisions ;  opera- 
tions are  to  be  begun  and  conducted  at  difEerent  places.  In  the 
attack  of  an  island  there  may  be  different  ports,  and  different 
fortresses,  and  different  ships  of  the  enemy  lying  before  them ;  it 
may  be  necessary  to  make  the  attack  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
island,  or  to  associate  other  neighbouring  islands  as  objects  of  the 
same  attack;  the  difficulty  is  to  say  where  the  joint  enterprise 
actually  begins.  Again,  is  it  every  remote  contribution,  given 
with  intention  or  without  intention,  that  can  be  sufficient  ?  I  appre- 
hend that  is  not  to  be  maintained ;  an  actual  service  may  be  done 
without  intention,  or  there  may  be  a  general  intention  to  assist, 
and  yet  no  actual  assistance  given.  Can  anybody  say  that  a  mere 
intention  to  assist,  without  actual  assistance,  though  acted  upon 
with  the  most  prompt  activity,  would  in  aU  oases  be  sufficient  P 
If  persons  under  such  claims  could  share,  there  would  be  no  end  to 
dispute ;  no  captor  would  know  what  he  was  about,  whether  in 
every  prize  he  made  there  might  not  be  some  one  fifty  leagues 
distant  working  very  hard  to  come  up,  and  even  acting  under  the 
authority  of  the  Admiralty  to  co-operate  with  him ;  in  serving  his 
country  every  captor  would  be  left  in  uncertainty  whether  some 
person  whom  he  never  saw,  and  whom  the  enemy  never  saw,  might 
not  be  entitled  to  share  with  him  in  the  rewards  of  his  labour. 
The  great  intent  of  prize  is  to  stimulate  the  present  contest  and  to 
encourage  men  to  encounter  present  fatigue  and  present  danger, 
an  effect  which  would  be  infinitely  weakened  if  it  were  known  that 
there  might  be  those  not  present,  and  not  concerned  in  the  danger, 
who  could  entitle  themselves  to  share. 

On  these  considerations  I  must  ever  hold  that  the  principle  of 
mere  common  enterprise  alone  will  not  be  sufficient;  it  is  not 
sufficiently  specific :  it  must  be  more  limited,  and  a  limitation  is 
here  attempted.  It  is  said  that  the  Vestal  was  detached  on  a  service 
immediately  connected  with  the  object  of  capture.  This  would  have 
been  much  stronger  if  the  primary  intention  on  which  this  ship 
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was  detached  had  been  absolntely  to  join  Admiral  Duncan ;   but        1799 
looking  at  the  letter  of  Captain  Trollop,  I  find  the  directions  were,      *^"^^^' 


"  you  are  to  proceed  to  the  first  port  of  England  if  you  do  not  ThbVbthkid. 
meet  Admiral  Duncan,  which  you  are  to  use  your  best  endeavours  sirW.  Scott, 
to  do  on  your  way,  &c."  By  fair  construction,  then,  she  was  not 
to  go  out  of  her  way,  she  was  to  go  to  England,  that  was  the 
mission,  the  other  purpose  was  secondary  and  collateral,  and  I 
cannot  think  that  this  ship  is  to  be  considered  as  so  much  connected 
with  Admiral  Duncan  as  she  would  have  been  if  she  had  been  sent 
immediately  to  join  him.  But  I  would  ask  again,  is  there  any 
authority  from  adjudged  cases,  or  from  principles  suflBdently 
established,  to  show  that  ships  detached  from  the  squadron  on 
views  immediately  connected  with  the  main  enterprise  are  entitled 
to  share  ?  Many  cases  might  be  put  in  which  that  position  could 
not  be  maintained.  Suppose  a  fieet  going  to  besiege  a  place,  and 
one  ship  detached  to  procure  provisions  and  stores,  which  does  not 
come  up  and  join  the  fieet  till  the  place  is  taken ;  it  would  be  very 
strong  to  maintain  that  such  a  vessel,  neither  present  at  the  com- 
mencement nor  at  the  conclusion  of  the  enterprise,  could  be 
entitled  to  share ;  it  has,  I  apprehend,  been  decided  in  practice 
that  she  would  not ;  and  the  distinction  taken  was  this :  that  if  the 
ship  was  sent  o£E  for  common  necessaries  after  the  operations  had 
begun,  or  if  she  returned  before  the  object  was  accomplished,  she 
should  be  permitted  to  share,  and  not  otherwise,  though  her 
absence  was  occasioned  solely  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  neces- 
saries for  the  service.  Then  the  limitation  ingrafted  on  the  first 
principle,  namely,  that  the  detachment  is  made  for  an  object 
immediately  connected  with  the  service  is  not  suflScient ;  something 
more  must  be  added,  and  that  must  be  the  being  in  sight. 

Then  the  whole  turns  on  this  question,  whether  the  being  in 
sight  at  the  beginning  of  the  chase,  in  the  manner  in  which  that 
fact  is  alleged  in  this  case,  and  in  addition  to  the  other  circum- 
stance, of  being  detached  on  a  necessary  service,  will  be  sufficient 
to  entitle  the  parties  as  joint  captors  P  I  must  inquire  then,  what 
being  in  sight  is  necessary  ?  for  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  being  in 
sight  in  all  cases  is  not  sufficient.  What  is  the  real  and  true 
criterion  ?  The  being  in  sight,  or  seeing  the  enemy's  fieet  acci- 
dentally a  day  or  two  before  will  not  be  sufficient ;  it  must  be  at 
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1799  the  commencement  of  the  engagement,  either  In  the  act  of  chasing  or 
*^^^  ^^'  in  preparation  for  chase,  or  afterwards  during  its  continuance^  If 
ThbVethkid.  a  ship  was  detached  in  sight  of  the  enemy,  and  imder  preparations 
SirW.  Scott,  for  chase,  I  should  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  she  ought  to 
share ;  but  if  she  was  sent  away  after  the  enemy  had  been  descried, 
but  before  any  preparations  for  chase,  or  any  hostile  movements 
had  taken  place,  I  think  it  would  be  otherwise ;  there  must  be 
some  actual  contribution  of  endeavour  as  well  as  a  general  intention. 
Then  the  question  comes  to  this :  was  the  Vestal  in  sight  at  the 
commencement  of  the  chase  before  she  separated  ?  If  so,  it  will 
clearly  do ;  if  not,  I  think  as  clearly  it  will  not  do.  On  this  point, 
I  am  of  opinion  that  it  cannot  be  considered  as  a  chase  till  Admiral 
Duncan's  fleet  came  up ;  Captain  Trollop  dogged  the  enemy  for 
the  purpose  of  reconnoitring,  but  he  is  to  be  considered  rather  as 
the  party  chased,  than  as  the  chaser ;  with  all  the  gallantry  that  is 
to  be  ascribed  to  him  and  the  other  gentlemen  with  him,  he  could 
not  be  expected  to  cope  with  the  whole  Dutch  fleet  and  engage  in 
such  an  unequal  contest.  When  Admiral  Duncan  came  up  with 
the  body  of  the  British  fleet,  then  the  chase  began,  and  that  is  in 
my  estimation  to  be  considered  as  the  true  point  of  commencement 
of  actual  engagement  in  this  case.  Here,  then,  is  only  a  general 
intention  on  the  part  of  the  Vestal ;  she  conveyed  no  terror  to  the 
enemy,  nor  encouragement  to  the  friend  at  the  time  when  the  rival 
fleets  must  be  said  to  have  first  met  each  other.  It  is  said  the  Court 
will  not  judge  by  events,  but  I  think  the  events  of  a  case  like  this 
are  the  facts  of  the  case ;  the  facts  of  this  case  in  my  apprehension 
prove  that  the  Vestal  was  not  in  sight  at  the  time  of  the  commence- 
ment of  the  chase,  and  therefore  that  she  is  not  in  law  entitled  to 
share  in  this  capture  {a), . 

[ActoD,  211       r(^)  ^   the    Le   Ban   Adventure,  ohase  in  sight  of  a  fleet,  of  which  she 

(239).]        Feb.  24th,  1810,  the  Coort  of  Ap-  had  constituted  a  part  before  she  had 

peal  stated,  on  a  point  raised,  but  been  detached  by  signal  upon  a  former 

which  was  not   that  on  which  the  chase,  and  capturing  the  second  chase 

Court    decided    the    appeal,    which  at  any  distance  from  such  a  fleet, 

was    a    question    of    fact,    **  upon  would  necessarily,  upon  this  prin- 

the   principle  thus   advanced,  it  is  ciple,  be  compelled  to  let  in  the  claim 

necessary  to  inquire,  under  the  cir-  of  a  whole  fleet  to  share  in  a  prize 

cimistances    of    the    present    case,  so  made,  notwithstanding  such  fleet 

whether  a  vessel  commencing  a  second  afforded  no  assistance  or  co-operation 
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1799         their  part ;  for  it  is,  I  think,  established  by  decided  authority,  and 

*^"^y  ^'       particularly  in  the  late  case  of  Jaggernaickporamy  before  the  Lords 

Thb        of  Appeal,  that  much  more  is  necessary  than  a  mere  being  in  sight, 

'  to  entitle  an  army  to  share  jointly  with  the  navy  in  the  capture  of 

Sir  W.  Sootfc.  ^jj  enemy's  fleet.  The  mere  presence,  or  being  in  sight  of  different 
parties  of  naval  forces,  is,  with  few  exceptions,  suflScient  to  entitle 
them  to  be  joint  captors ;  because  they  are  always  conceived  to 
have  that  privity  of  purpose  which  may  constitute  a  community  of 
interests ;  but  between  land  and  sea  forces,  acting  iadependently 
of  each  other,  and  for  different  purposes,  there  can  be  no  such 
privity  presumed ;  and  therefore,  to  establish  a  claim  of  joint 
capture  between  them,  there  must  be  a  contribution  of  actual 
assistance,  and  the  mere  presence,  or  being  in  sight,  will  not  be 
sufficient.  Fourthly,  I  am  strongly  inclined  to  hold  that  when 
there  is  no  pre-concert  it  must  be  not  a  slight  service,  nor  an 
assistance  merely  rendering  the  capture  more  easy  or  convenient,  but 
some  very  material  service^  that  will  be  deemed  necessary  to  entitle 
an  army  to  the  benefit  of  joint  capture.  Where  there  is  pre-concert 
it  is  not  of  so  much  consequence  that  the  service  should  be  material, 
because  then  each  party  performs  the  service  that  is  previously 
assigned  to  him,  and  whether  that  is  important  or  not  it  is  not  so 
material — ^the  part  is  performed,  and  that  is  all  that  was  expected. 
But  where  there  is  no  such  privity  of  design,  and  where  one  of  the 
parties  is  of  force  equal  to  the  work  and  does  not  ask  assistance,  it  is 
not  the  interposing  of  a  slight  aid,  insignificant  perhaps,  and  not 
necessary,  that  will  entitle  another  party  to  share.  Suppose  an 
engagement  at  sea,  in  which  a  part  of  the  enemy's  crews  being 
disposed  to  fly  to  shore  should  be  prevented  from  landing  by  an 
armed  force,  and  should  therefore  be  induced  to  surrender  with  the 
main  fleet,  or  suppose  this  body  of  armed  men  on  shore  should 
have  prevented  the  fleet  from  obtaining  supplies  two  or  three  days 
previous  to  the  action ;  these  would  be  very  remote  services,  and 
such  as  would  not  induce  me  to  pronounce  for  a  joint  capture. 
The  services  which  I  should  require  must  be  such  as  were  directly 
or  materially  influencing  the  capture,  so  that  the  capture  could  not 
have  been  made  without  such  assistance,  or,  at  least,  not  certainly 
and  without  great  hazard.  It  is  further  expected  that  the  evidence 
by  which  such  a  claim  is  supported  should  be  clear  and  consistent. 
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beoause  it  lies  on  those  setting  up  an  interest  of  joint  capture  to  1799 

make  out  their  ease ;  the  presumption  is  on  the  side  of  the  actual  ^**hf^' 

captor.     Their  evidence,  therefore,  must  be  satisfactory,  for  if  not,  Thb 

or  if  it  is  left  at  all  doubtful,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Court  to  adhere  

to  the  interests  of  the  actual  captor.  ®^^-  ^^ 

These  being  the  principles,  let  us  see  what  are  the  facts  of  the 
present  ease  and  the  amount  of  the  claim  grounded  upon  them.  .  . . 


THE  WALSINGHAM  PACKET.  [2c.R0b.77.] 

Prize — Jurisdiction — Municipal  Law, 

The  British  Prize  Court  ia  a  Court  of  the  Law  of  Nations  only, 
but  it  is  bound  to  take  notice  of  the  municipal  law  of  England.  JTeldf 
therefore,  that  a  British  ship  which  had  been  engaged  in  an  unlawful 
trade  when  captured  by  the  enemy  and  had  been  recaptured,  could  not 
be  restored. 

This  was  a  case  of  a  British  packet,  retaken  from  the  enemy,  in        2799 
which  a  claim  was  given  for  the  cargo  as  the  property  of  British      July  10. 
and  Portuguese  merchants,  and  resisted  on  the  part  of  the  captors 
on  the  ground  that  the  carriage  of  any  cargo  by  the  packet  was 
illegal  under  the  statute  13  &  14  Ch.  2,  c.  11,  s.  22. 

For  the  captors,  the  King* 9  Advocate  and  Laurence. 

The  Court  suggesting  that  in  a  question  of  this  nature  it  would 
be  proper  that  some  appearance  should  be  given  for  the  Crown, 

The  King^s  Proctor  appeared,  and  prayed  that  the  question  of 
law,  as  to  the  interest  in  the  penalty,  might  be  reserved. 

For  the  claim,  the  Advocate  of  the  Admiralty  and  Sewell;  for 
other  parties,  Arnold  and  Croke. 

Sir  W.  Soott. — This  is  a  case,  as  it  has  been  truly  observed,  of 
a  very  different  complexion  from  those  which  generally  occupy 
the  attention  of  this  Court ;  it  turns  upon  a  principle  which  the 
Court  of  Appeals  has  sanctioned  in  respect  to  the  power  of  a 
Court  of  this  nature,  to  take  cognizance  indirectly  of  breaches  of 
the  municipal  law  of  this  country.  This  Court  is  properly  and 
directly  a  Court  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  I  am  not  aware  that 
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1799  any  case  had  oocuiTed,  before  the  present  war,  in  which  the  Oonrt 
*^"^y  ^^'  had  acted  on  the  principle  on  which  it  certainly  did  act  in  the  case 
The  alluded  to ;  I  mean  the  case  of  the  Eliza  (a) ,  It  was  the  case  of  a  ship 
Packet.  and  cargo,  in  which  the  claimant  being  a  British  subject  appeared 
SirwTscott.  ^  ^^^Q  been  engaged  in  traflScking  with  that  cargo  in  direct 
violation  of  British  Acts  of  Parliament.  It  occurred  to  those 
who  were  entrusted  with  the  concerns  of  the  captor,  that  a  resistance 
to  such  a  claim  might  be  sustained  upon  a  ground  which  had  not 
been  occupied  in  any  other  case  that  had  occurred,  viz.:  That 
although  this  Court  is  properiy  and  directly  a  Court  of  the  law  of 
nations  only,  and  not  intended  to  carry  into  efiPect  the  municipal 
laws  of  this  or  any  other  country,  and  although  it  was  in  the  habit 
of  declining  to  take  notice  of  the  private  laws  of  other  countries; 
yet  it  was  an  inquiry  worth  pursuing :  whether  a  British  Court  of 
Admiralty,  sitting  here,  armed  with  its  power  from  this  coimtry, 
and  carrying  all  its  process  into  effect  by  the  authority  of  the 
British  Parliament,  was  not  so  far  a  British  Court  as  to  be  bound 
to  take  notice  of  British  Acts  of  Parliament  and  the  flagrant 
breach  of  our  municipal  laws  with  respect  to  the  transactions  of 
our  own  subjects  coming  incidentally  before  it.  In  that  case  the 
Court  of  Admiralty  did  not  sustain  the  objection  to  the  extent  in 
which  I  have  now  stated  it.  My  predecessor  condemned  the 
cargo,  but  generally  as  French  property.  The  cause  went  up  to 
the  superior  Court,  where  it  was  most  elaborately  argued ;  perhaps 
no  case  ever  imderwent  a  fuller  discussion.  There  the  principle 
was  aflBrmed  and  established  that  a  British  Court  of  Admiralty 
was  bound  to  take  notice  of  a  violation  of  an  Act  of  Parliament 
appearing  on  the  face  of  the  claim,  and  that  a  British  claimant 
could  not  entitle  himself  in  such  a  Court  to  a  restitution  of  that 
property,  happening  to  fall  by  accident  into  the  hanSs  of  a  British 
captor,  which  by  his  own  showing  appeared  to  have  been  employed 
in  an  illegal  trade. 

That  this  decision  has  removed  all  difficulties  on  this  question  I 
will  not  assert.  It  is  a  good  moral  and  legal  principle,  imquestion- 
ably,  that  a  man  must  come  into  a  Court  of  Justice  with  clean 
hands,  and  that  the  law  will  not  lend  its  aid  to  persons  setting  up 
a  violation  of  law  on  the  face  of  his  claim.    It  is  a  sound  maxim, 

(a)  Admiralty,  Feb.  6th,  1794 ;  Lords,  July  13th,  1798. 
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1799  under  special  allowance  there  described.  The  amount  of  the 
-  ^y^"'  articles  is  immaterial,  except  in  a  very  minute  degree,  which  the 
Thb  revenue  laws  themselves  have  specified.  The  quality  also  is  alto- 
Pacmt.  gether  immaterial ;  neither  does  it  make  any  difference  whether 
SirWriootfc.  ^^  owners  are  on  board  or  not,  or  whether  the  lading  is  called  a 
cargo  or  a  private  adventure :  the  prohibition  is  general  against 
the  carrying  any  merchandise.  With  the  policy  of  the  Act  I  have 
nothing  to  do,  as  the  law  has  determined  it;  but  the  reasons 
pointed  out  by  the  King's  Advocate  are  obvious  that  a  cargo  must 
be  a  hindrance  and  obstruction  to  dispatch  and  expedition ;  and  if 
it  is  said  the  crew  would  defend  themselves,  and  fight  the  better 
for  a  cargo,  it  is  to  be  remembered,  at  the  same  time,  that  it  holds 
out  a  greater  lure  to  the  enemy.  These  goods  are  admitted  to  have 
been  put  on  board  for  Lisbon  for  the  purposes  of  trade,  and  the 
only  question  is,  whether  they  come  imder  the  allowance  of  the  Act 
of  Parliament  P  The  exception  is,  "  unless  it  be  in  such  cases  as 
shall  be  allowed  by  the  said  person  or  persons  which  are  or  shall  be 
appointed  to  manage  his  Majesty's  Customs  or  officers  aforesaid." 
Then  who  are  the  persons  invested  with  this  discretion  P  I  think, 
by  fair  construction  of  the  Act,  they  must  be  those  mentioned  in 
the  clause  immediately  preceding,  in  the  21st  section — the  Collector 
and  the  Comptroller  of  the  Customs.  On  any  other  explanation 
every  tide-waiter  would  be  competent  to  grant  this  indulgence, 
which  is  an  interpretation  the  Court  would  not  willingly  admit 
unless  absolutely  forced  upon  it.  In  the  next  place,  what  sort  of 
allowance  would  be  held  sufficient  P  It  has  been  argued  that  a  tacit 
permission  would  be  sufficient :  that  it  would  be  enough  if  a  prac- 
tice had  grown  up  by  connivance ;  but  I  cannot  accede  to  that 
argument,  nor  can  I  consider  that  to  be  the  permission  which  the 
statute  recognises :  it  must  be  a  full,  distinct  allowance,  and 
expressed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  capable  of  proof.  If  it  were 
proved  to  have  been  practised  in  twenty  instances  it  would  avail 
nothing ;  it  would  only  show  that  the  due  vigilance  had  been  laid 
asleep.  But  it  could  amount  to  nothing  as  a  legal  dispensation, 
nor  be  considered  as  any  legal  allowance  which  the  Court  can 
receive.  Then  how  stand  the  facts  P  The  claimants  appear  before 
the  Court  as  persons  trading  contrary  to  law  :  it  is  said  there  can 
be  no  seizure  but  by  the  Custom-house  officer.    I  admit  it ;  but 
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this  is  not  a  case  of  seizure.    It  is  said  that  no  forfeiture  can  attach        1799 

but  in  a  particular  manner  directed  by  the  statute,  and  it  is  true ;        "^    ' 

but  this  is  not  a  forfeiture,  although  to  the  parties  it  has  certainly        Thb 

much  the  same  effect.     The  question  is,  what  will  be  the  effect  in      Paokbt. 

a  Court  of  Prize  P    Whether  a  party  can  be  admitted  in  this  Court  gi,  ^vrTicott. 

to  say,  "  True  it  is  I  have  been  engaged  in  an  illegal  trade,  but  the 

property  is  mine ;  give  it  me,  and  let  me  go  "  P    It  has  been  decided 

by  the  Superior  Court  that  he  shall  not.     In  the  Exchequer,  the 

seizing  officer  is  put  to  make  out  his  case ;  but  here  it  is  different, 

the  claimant  must  support  his  title,  and  if  the  Court  of  Appeal 

has  determined  that  such  a  person  is  stopped  in  limine^  it  matters 

not  to  him  what  becomes  of  the  property ;  he  can  have  no  right  to 

moot  difficulties  in  this  Court,  as  to  the  final  disposition  of  it. 

Looking  on  the  decisions  of  the  Lords  on  this  point  as  undisturbed 

decisions,  I  must  apply  the  principle  to  this  case,  which,  I  am  of 

opinion,  comes  fairly  within  it ;  but  as  I  am  aware  of  the  doubts 

which  have  arisen  on  the  judgment  of  the  Lords  of  Appeal  in  the 

case  of  the  EifncscOy  and  as  I  know  that  the  Court  feels  it  to  be  a 

question  of  weight,  I  shall  direct  this  case  to  stand  over  as  to  that 

point  to  await  their  final  decision.  A  mistake  has  run  through  the 

whole  of  this  argument ;  the  gentlemen  have  argued  to  bind  me 

down  to  this  particular  Act,  and  theii  the  difficulties  arising  from 

it  are  pointed  out;  but  that  is  not  the  state  of  the  case.     The 

question  is,  whether  I  am  to  apply  the  general  principle  P    The 

Act  of  Parliament  is  used  only  as  a  medium  of  proof,  to  show  that 

what  has  been  done  is  illegal,  and  then  the  principle  applies  as  a 

great  moral  and  legal  principle,  adopted  in  a  very  great  extent  in 

the  jurisprudence  of  this  country,  and  particularly  sanctioned  and 

introduced  into  the  practice  of  this  Court  by  those  decisions  to 

which  I  have  alluded  {a). 

(a)  In  the  Fortuna  (March  12th,  British  vessel  which,  in  the  course  of    [i  Dods.  81.] 

1811),  Sir  W.  Scott  followed  this  deci-  prize  proceedings,  appears  to  have 

sion,    and    further,    condemned    a  been  trading  in  violation  of  that  law, 

neutral  ship  brought  in  as  prize  for  an  and  to  reject  a  claim  for  her  on  that 

infraction  of  the  Slave  Trade  Acts,  account.  A  late  decision  [the  ^  medic] 

**  It  has  been  established  that  the  seems  to  have  gone  the  length  of 

CJourt    of   Prize,    though    properly  establishing  a  principle  that  any  trade 

purely  a  Court  of  the  Law  of  Nations,  contrary   to    the    general    law    of 

has  a  right  to  notice  the  municipal  nations,  although  not  tending  to  or 

law  of  this  country  in  the  case  of  a  accompanied  with  any  infraction  of 

P.  O 
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Claim  rejected.     Question  reserved — ^To  whom  the  property  is  to 
be  condemned  ?  {b) 


[2  0.  Rob. 

109.] 


1799 
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THE  VEOW  JOHANNA  (No.  1). 

Blockade — Revocation — Notification . 

Until  notice  of  a  blockade  is  revoked,  sucb  blockade  must  be  pre- 
sumed to  be  in  existence. 

This  was  a  case  of  a  ship  taken  December  16th,  1799,  and  pro- 
ceeded against  for  a  breach  of  the  blockade  of  Amsterdam,  having 
sailed  from  Petersburg  for  that  port,  November  6th,  1798. 

Court, — ^The  cases  alluded  to  of  the  blockade,  set  up  by  the 
Dutch  in  the  wars  of  the  last  century,  have  no  immediate  applica- 
tion to  this  case.  That  was  a  blockade  of  the  whole  coast  of  their 
enemy ;  the  present  case  stands  on  the  question  of  a  blockade  of 
Amsterdam,  and  not  of  the  coast.  It  is  not  denied  that  if  a  vessel 
sail  for  a  blockaded  port  after  having  received  notification  of  the 
blockade,  the  act  of  sailing  is  to  be  considered  as  a  breach  of  the 
blockade.  The  only  question  is  then,  whether  the  blockade  notified 
on  the  11th  June,  and  not  revoked,  is  to  be  considered  as  continuing 
at  this  time  ?  She  sailed  on  the  6th  of  November.  Am  I  to  pre- 
sume that  the  blockade  so  notified  did  not  exist?  I  cannot 
presume  it,  nor  could  those  concerned  in  despatching  the  ship  have 
entertained  such  a  presumption.  I  hold  it  to  be  the  duty  of  a 
coimtry  notifying  a  blockade  to  notify  the  revocation  also  ;  there 
had  been  no  such  revocation  notified,  and  therefore  I  must  presume 
that  it  was  still  existing.  I  hold  that  a  ship  and  cargo  sailing  for 
Amsterdam  at  that  time  are  liable  to  condemnation  (c). 

Condemned. 


the  belligerent  rights  of  that  coomtry , 
whose  tribunals  are  called  upon  to 
consider  it,  may  subject  the  vessel 
employed  in  that  trade  to  confisca- 
tion. .  .  .  The  principle  laid  down  in 
that  case  appears  to  be  that  the  slave 
trade  carried  on  by  a  vessel  belonging 
to  a  subject  of  the  United  States  is  a 
trade  which,  being  unprotected  by 
the  domestic  regulations  of  their 
legislature    and    government,    sub- 


jects the  vessel  engaged  in  it  to  con- 
demnation.'* On  the  evidence  the 
Court  held  the  Foriuna  to  be  an 
American  vessel,  and  engaged  in  the 
slave  trade,  and  condemned  her. 

(6)  In  the  EirmcOy  Lords,  Aug. 
nth,  1803,  it  was  held  that,  under 
the  above  circumstances,  the  property 
should  be  condemned  to  the  Crown. 

(c)  See  the  Betsey  (No.  2),  ante, 
p.  147. 
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THE  NEPTUNTJS  (No.  2). 

Block<id€ — Notification — 'Bonk  fide  Mitidke, 

As  it  is  the  duty  of  a  foreign  goyennnent,  to  wliich  a  blockade  has 
been  notified,  to  communicate  such  notice  to  its  subjects,  a  neutral 
master  cannot  validly  plead  ignorance  of  the  blockade.  But  if  he  is 
informed  by  a  belligerent  cruiser  that  the  blockade  does  not  in  fact 
exist,  the  vessel  of  which  he  is  master  will  not  be  condemned  for 
attempting  to  break  the  blockade. 

The  offence  of  breaking  a  blockade  is  complete  when  the  vessel  com- 
mences her  voyage  for  the  blockaded  port. 

This  was  a  oase  of  a  yeesel  sailing  on  a  voyage  from  Dantzic  to 
Havre,  October  26ih,  1798,  and  taken  in  attempting  to  enter  that 
port  on  November  26tli. 

Sir  W.  Soott. — ^This  is  a  case  of  a  ship  and  cargo  seized  in  the 
aot  of  entering  the  port  of  Havre  in  pursuance  of  the  original 
intention  under  which  the  voyage  began.  The  notification  of  the 
blockade  of  that  port  was  made  on  the  23rd  of  February,  1798, 
and  this  transaction  happened  in  November  in  that  year;  the 
eflFect  of  a  notification  to  any  foreign  government  {a)  would  clearly 

(a)  Bespecting  the  effect  of  notifi-    consequences  of  a  notification  given 


[2  C.  Rob. 
110.] 


1799 
July  18. 


cation  as  to  the  subjects  of  those 
states  to  whom  it  was  not  directly 
made: 

August  22nd,  1799.  In  the  case 
of  the  Adelaide,  a  Bremen  ship, 
which  had  sailed  into  Amsterdam 
from  America,  September,  1798,  and 
was  captured  in  her  voyage  outward 
in  April,  1799,  it  was  contended  that 
the  penalty  did  not  attach ;  that  by 
the  master's  evidence  it  appeared  that 
he  was  ignorant  of  the  fact ;  that  he 
Bailed  in  September  from  a  distant 
country,  without  seeing  any  blockad- 
ing force ;  that  at  the  time  of  sailing 
outward  he  met  with  only  that  one 
ship,  which  seized  him ;  that  no  noti- 
fication had  been  made  to  the  Hanse 
towns,  and  therefore  as  to  them  it 
was  a  blockade  existing  de  fado  only, 
of  which  the  master  might  be  allowed 
to  plead  his  ignorance;  that  the  penal 


to  one  power  did  not  affect  the  subjects 
of  another  State  that  had  not  received 
any  notification ;  it  was  prayed  that 
the  claimant  might  be  allowed  to 
prove  the  bond  fide  ignorance  of  the 
master,  and  that  no  notification  had 
been  made  of  the  blockade  of  Amster- 
dam to  the  Hanse  towns. 

Court. — This  ship  is  proceeded 
against  on  account  of  having  broken 
the  blockade  of  Amsterdam.  The 
Court  has  often  decided  that  egress 
is  as  much  a  breach  of  blockade  as 
ingress,  if  it  be  done  fraudulently. 
The  notification  was  made  to  different 
governments  of  Europe  on  the  11th 
of  June,  1798;  this  ship  sailed  in 
from  America,  in  September  of  that 
year,  ignorant  of  the  fact;  but  it  by 
no  means  follows  from  that  circum- 
stance that  the  blockade  was  raised, 
as  it  might  be  suspended  by  accidents 


o2 


196 


THE  NEPTUNUS. 


1799 
July  18. 


ThbNkp- 
Tuinjs. 


be  to  include  all  the  individuals  of  that  nation ;  it  would  be  the 
most  nugatory  thing  in  the  world  if  individuals  were  allowed  to 


whicli  would  not  make  it  legally  oease 
Sir  "W.  Scott.  ^  exist.  She  proceeded  to  take  in  a 
cargo  in  the  months  of  November  and 
December,  and  sailed  on  the  24th  of 
April,  1799 ;  the  offence  is,  therefore, 
in  the  egress.  That  no  notification 
was  made  to  the  Hanse  towns  is  a 
suggestion  of  counsel  which  makes 
no  part  of  the  affidavit.  I  will  go  so 
far  as  to  accede  to  the  position  that 
the  notification  would  not  affect  such 
a  case  from  the  same  time,  and  in  the 
same  manner  as  it  would  affect  the 
subjects  of  those  States  to  whom  it 
was  directly  made.  But  that  it  does 
not  affect  at  any  time  is  going  too 
far,  because,  if  a  notification  is  made 
to  the  principal  States  of  Europe,  I 
think  a  time  would  come  when  it 
would  affect  the  rest;  not  so  much 
propria  vigore,  or  by  virtue  of  the 
direct  act,  as  in  the  way  of  evidence. 
It  is  the  duty  of  a  State  to  make  the 
notification  as  general  as  possible. 
But  I  must  think  that  a  time  would 
come  when  a  notification  to  neigh- 
bouring powers  would  affect  those  to 
whom  it  was  not  directly  made ;  from 
the  moment  that  a  notification  is 
made  to  a  government,  it  binds  the 
subjects  of  that  State,  because  it  is 
supposed  to  circulate  through  the 
whole  country.  But  suppose  a  noti- 
fication is  made  to  Sweden  and  Den- 
mark, it  would  beeome  the  general 
topic  of  conversation,  and  it  would 
be  scarcely  possible  that  it  should  not 
have  travelled  to  the  ears  of  a  Bremen 
man ;  and  although  it  might  not  be 
so  early  known  to  him  as  to  the  sub- 
jects of  the  States  to  which  it  was 
immediately  addressed,  yet,  in  pro- 
cess of  time,  it  must  reach  him,  and 
must  be  considered  to  impose  the 
same  observance  of  it  on  him;  it 


would  strongly  affect  him  with  the 
knowledge  of  the/actthAt  the  blockade 
was  de  facto  existing ;  therefore,  on 
these  grounds,  I  should  hold  that 
although  a  notification  does  not  pro- 
prio  vigore  bind  any  country  but  that 
to  which  it  is  addressed,  yet,  in  a 
reasonable  time,  it  must  affect  neigh- 
bouring States  with  knowledge  as  a 
reasonable  ground  of  evidence;  and 
I  think  I  do  not  strain  the  matter  in 
laying  down  this  rule.  As  to  the 
circumstances  of  this  particular  case 
at  Amsterdam,  it  must  have  been  a 
subject  of  general  notoriety  that  the 
port  was  legally  considered  by  the 
English  in  a  state  of  blockade ;  and 
it  is  impossible  that  it  should  not 
have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  this 
man  after  he  came  in ;  it  is  not  to  be 
said  by  any  person  **  although  I  know 
a  blockade  exists,  yet,  because  it  has 
not  been  notified  to  my  Court,  I  will 
carry  out  a  cargo."  I  cannot  but 
think  that  it  would  have  been  a  veiy 
fraudulent  omission  to  take  no  notice 
of  what  was  a  subject  of  general 
notoriety  in  the  place.  If  it  was 
known  to  every  Dane  and  Swede,  it 
is  impossible  that  it  should  not  be 
known  to  this  man.  It  is  not  more 
likely  to  have  been  unknown  to  this 
vessel,  from  the  circumstance  of  its 
being  a  Bremen  ship,  when  we  con- 
sider the  particular  relation  which 
Bremen  bears  to  the  sovereign  of 
this  country.  As  to  the  affidavit  of 
the  master,  I  should  receive  that  with 
great  distrust.  Masters  have  a  direct 
interest  to  raise  the  blockade  as  qootl 
as  possible,  therefore  their  affidavits 
come  with  a  dead  weight  about  them 
that  must  very  much  sink  their  credit 
whenever  they  are  produced.  I  hold 
that  the  master  must  have  known  of 
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plead  their  ignorance  of  it ;  it  is  the  duty  of  foreign  governments        1799 
to  communicate  the  information  to  their  subjects,  whose  interests  ^     ' 

they  are  bound  to  protect.     I  shall  hold,  therefore,  that  a  neutral    Thb  Nep- 
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master  can  never  be  heard  to  aver  against  a  notification  of  blockade        ' 

that  he  is  ignorant  of  it.     If  he  is  really  ignorant  of  it,  it  may  be  ^^^*' 

a  subject  of  representation  to  his  own  government,  and  may  raise 
a  claim  of  compensation  from  them,  but  it  can  be  no  plea  in  the 
Court  of  a  belligerent.  In  the  ease  of  a  blockade  de  facto  only,  it 
may  be  otherwise,  but  this  is  the  case  of  a  blockade  by  notification ; 
another  distinction  between  a  notified  blockade  and  a  blockade 
existing  de  facto  only,  is  that  in  the  former  the  act  of  sailing  to  a 
blockaded  place  is  sufficient  to  constitute  the  offence.  It  is  to  be 
presumed  that  the  notification  wiU  be  formally  revoked,  and  that 
due  notice  will  be  given  of  it ;  till  that  is  done,,  the  port  is  to  be 
considered  as  closed  up,  and  from  the  moment  of  quitting  port  to 
sail  on  such  a  destination  the  offence  of  violating  the  blockade  is 
complete,  and  the  property  engaged  in  it  subject  to  confiscation  : 
it  may  be  different  in  a  blockade  existing  de  facto  only ;  there  no 
presumption  arises  as  to  the  continuance,  and  the  ignorance  of  the 
party  may  be  admitted  as  an  excuse  for  sailing  on  a  doubtful  and 
provisional  destination.  But  this  is  a  case  of  a  vessel  from  Dantzic 
after  the  notification,  and  the  master  cannot  be  heard  to  aver  his 
ignorance  of  it.  He  fails.  Till  the  moment  of  meeting  Admiral 
Duncan's  fieet,  I  should  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that,  if  he 
had  been  taken,  he  would  have  been  taken  in  delicto^  and  have 
subjected  his  vessel  to  confiscation ;  but  he  meets  Admiral 
Duncan's  fleet,  and  is  examined  and  liberated  by  the  captain  of  an 
English  frigate  belonging  to  that  fleet,  who  told  him  that  he 
might  proceed  on  his  destination,  and  who,  on  being  asked  whether 
Havre  was  under  a  blockade,  said  "  It  was  not  blockaded,"  and 
wished  him  a  good  voyage.  The  question  is,  in  what  light  he  is  to  be 
considered  after  receiving  this  information  ?  That  it  was  bond  fide 
given  cannot  be  doubted,  as  they  would  otherwise  have  seized  the 
vessel ;  the  fleet  must  have  been  ignorant  of  the  fact ;  and  I  have  to 

the  blockade,  notwithstanding  he  and         Ship  oondenmed.    Cargo  ordered 

lus  men  swear  they  did  not;  and  to   stand    over.      Master's   private 

therefore  that  the  ship  is  penally  adventure  restored, 
liable  to  confiscation. 
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1799         lament  that  they  were  so.    When  a  blockade  is  laid  on  it  ought  by 

"^    •      some  kind  of  communication  to  be  made  known  not  only  to  foreign 

ThbNkp-     governments  but  to  the  King's  subjects,  and  particularly  to  the 

'       King's  cruisers,  not  only  to  those  stationed  at  the  blockaded  port, 

•  but  to  others,  and  especially  considerable  fleets,  that  are  stationed 
in  itinere  to  such  a  port  from  the  different  trading  ooimtries  that 
maybe  supposed  to  have  an  intercourse  with  it.  Perhaps  it  would 
have  been  safer  in  the  English  captain  to  have  anstvered  that  he 
could  not  say  anything  of  the  situation  of  Havre ;  but  the  fact  is 
(and  it  has  not  been  contradicted)  that  the  British  officer  told  the 
master  "  that  Havre  was  not  blockaded."  Under  these  circum- 
stances, I  think  that  after  this  information  he  is  not  taken  in  delicto^ 
I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  fleet  could  give  the  man  any  autho- 
rity to  go  to  a  blockaded  port ;  it  is  not  set  up  as  an  authority,  but 
as  intelligence  affording  a  reasonable  groimd  of  belief,  as  it  could 
not  be  supposed  that  such  a  fleet  as  that  was  would  be  ignorant  of 
the  fact. 

From  that  time  I  consider  that  a  state  of  innocence  commences ; 
the  man  was  not  only  in  ignorance,  but  had  received  positive 
information  that  Havre  was  not  blockaded.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, I  think  it  would  be  a  little  too  hard  to  press  the  former 
offence  against  him.  It  would  be  to  press  a  pretty  strong  principle 
rather  too  strongly.  I  think  I  cannot  look  retrospectively  to  the 
state  in  which  he  stood  before  the  meeting  with  the  British  fleet, 
and  therefore  I  shall  direct  this  vessel  and  cargo  to  be  restored. 


[2  c.  Hob.  THE  JUNO  (No.  1). 

116.]  ^  ^ 

Licence — NetUral  Ship — Permission  to  Enter  Blockaded  Port — Presumption  of 
Right  to  leave  it* 

Where  a  licence  was  granted  to  a  neutral  ship  to  enter  a  blockaded 
port — Held,  that  such  licence  gave  an  implied  permission  to  take  a  cargo 
from  such  port. 

1799  This  was  a  case  respecting  the  meaning  and  effect  of  a  lioence 

'^"^^  ^^'      granted  to  an  American  ship  to  go  to  the  ports  of  the  Ylie. 
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Sir  W.  Scott. — ^This  is  a  case  arising  out  of  the   blockade  of        1799 
Amsterdam;   it  is  a  case  of   an  American  vessel  coming  from        ^^^  ' 
America  without  any  knowledge  of  the  blockade  of  Amsterdam,    The  Juho. 
and  bringing  a  cargo  for  that  port.     She  came  to  Falmouth,  and  girw.  Soott. 
then,  finding  that  the  port  of  Amsterdam  was  under  blockade,  she 
petitioned  for  a  licence,  and  obtained  one  from  this  government, 
and,  as  I  understand  the  master  through  the  whole  of  his  deposi- 
tions, "  a  licence  to  go  to  Amsterdam.''    This  he  states  in  stating 
his  difiSculties,  and  the  means  he  took  to  relieve  himself.    The 
application  was  "  for  leave  to  export  to  the  Vlie,  Embden,  or  Rotter- 
dam " ;  but  the  terms  of  the  permission  are  an  enlargement  of  his 
petition,  for  they  are  "  to  the  ports  of  the  Vlie,  Embden,  Eotter- 
dam,  or  ehewhereP    Whether  the  petition  was  an  imposition,  and 
framed  with  a  design  of  deceiving  government,  will  appear  on  the 
inquiry  which  has  been  directed  to  be  made.     If  the  petition  was 
in  the  usual  form,  and  if  the  licence  was  understood  by  those  who 
granted  it  to  permit  exportation  to  Amsterdam,  it  will  clear  up 
that  part  of  the  case.    As  to  any  opinion  that  I  can  form,  I  own 
that  although  the  licence  is  expressed  in  this  general  way,  **  the 
ports  of  the  Vlie,"  I  cannot  but  think  that  it  must  have  included 
Amsterdam,  which  is  one  of  those  ports ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  sup- 
posed but  that  they  would  intend  to  grant  the  licence  in  a  natural 
and  intelh'gible  form,  and  not  so  as  to  keep  the  parties  in  the  dark 
as  to  its  extent.     But  it  is  argued  that,  allowing  it  to  have  been 
properly  obtained  it  was  not  properly  used,  because  it  was  at  any 
rate  a  licence  to  go  to  Amsterdam  through  the  Vlie  passage, 
whereas  this  vessel  was  taken  entering  the  Texel,  and  that  there 
might  be  many  reasons  for  making  the  distinction  in  the  licence, 
and  therefore  that  it  ought  to  be  strictly  observed.     Now,  having 
heard  it  constantly  argued,  and  having  myself  adopted  the  inter- 
pretation, that  the  blockade  extended  to  one  passage  as  well  as  to 
the  other,  and  that  the  whole  Zuyder  Zee  was  shut  up,  I  shall  not 
go  back  again  and  restrict  this  interpretation  and  say  it  is  confined 
to  one  passsLge  only.      I  shall  hold  e  converso^  that  if  a  licence  is 
given  to  go  through  the  Vlie  it  is  not  substantially  violated  by 
going  through  another  passage,  unless  it  is  shown  to  me  that  it 
contained  some  specific  prohibition  as  to  other  passages.      Sup- 
posing it  to  have  been  honestly  obtained  for  Amsterdam  through 
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1799         the  Ylie,  I  shall  not  hold  it  to  have  been  a  material  deviation  to 
*^"^  ^^'      go  another  way,  unless  some  special  prohibition  or  unless  some 
Thb  Juno,     special  inconvenience  is  shown,  which  the  party  was  bound  to  take 
Sir  W.Scott,   notice  of. 

It  has  been  truly  said  that  a  licence  is  a  thing  stncti  juris^  a 
prmlegium  which  a  man  does  not  possess  by  his  own  right,  but  that 
it  is  conceded  to  him  as  an  indulgence,  and,  therefore,  that  it  is  to 
be  strictly  observed.      At  the  same  time,  I  am  to  remember  that 
this  is  a  licence  to  relax  a  right  which  bears  pretty  hardly,  though 
justly,  on  other  countries.     To  shut  up  the  ports  of  a  coimtry  and 
exclude  neutrals  from  all  commerce  with  it  is  a  great  inconvenience 
upon  them,  although  it  is  one  to  which  they  are  boimd  to  submit, 
for  there  is  no  one  principle  of  the  law  of  nations  better  established 
than  that  a  belligerent  has  a  right  to  impose  a  blockade  on  the 
ports  of  his  enemy ;  it  may  be  incommodious  to  others,  but  if  there 
is  any  such  thing  as  a  law  of  nations  I  hold  this  principle  to  be  as 
firmly  established  from  the  earliest  times,  and  by  the  general 
practice  of  mankind,  as  any  one  law  whatever.      It  is,  however,  a 
harsh  right,  and  though  a  licence  is  a  privilege,  I  am  not  disposed 
to  apply  that  exposition  in  the  strictest  manner  to  a  blockade,  but 
rather  think  that  licences  in  such  a  case  are  to  be  favourably 
regarded,  and  that  it  imports  the  good  faith  and  honour  of  the 
government  which  grants  them  not  to  press  the  letter  too  rigor- 
ously.    I  will  go  further,  and  say  that  if  I  was  convinced  that 
there  had  been  an  honest  mistake  on  such  a  matter,  if  there 
appeared  nothing  insidious,  nothing  more  than  a  misapprehension 
on  the  part  of  the  neutral  master,  I  shoidd  not  apply  too  strictly 
the  maxim  igrwrantia  juris  non  excusat  against  a  foreigner  mis- 
taking the  exact  meaning  of  a  licence  of  another  country,  and  in 
so  doing  shoidd  persuade  myself  that  I  did  no  more  than  what  an 
equitable  regard  to  the  honour  of  the  country  which  granted  such 
a  licence  must  be  supposed  to  require. 

The  licence  is,  "To  carry  a  cargo  to  the  ports  of  the  Vlie  or  else- 
where," with  several  provisions,  amongst  which  there  certainly  is 
no  proviso  that  she  shall  come  out  again ;  but  that  is  a  benefit 
incidental  to  the  licence  and  inseparable  from  it,  for  it  cannot  be 
imagined  that  she  was  to  go  there  and  be  shut  up  and  incarcerated, 
and  become  herself  an  object  of  the  blockade.    A  ship  that  has 
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entered  previous  to  the  blockade  may  retire  in  ballast,  or  taking  a  1799 
cargo  that  had  been  put  on  board  before  the  blockade.  This  is  the  *^"^^  ^^'  . 
distinction  which  I  have  held,  and  shall  hold,  till  I  am  corrected  Thb  Juwo. 
by  a  Superior  Court.  The  licence  is  silent  on  that  point;  but  SirW.  Soott. 
having  said  that  if  I  was  convinced  the  party  acted  under  an 
honest  application  of  his  licence,  though  erroneously,  I  should 
think  him  entitled  to  the  most  liberal  interpretation,  it  will  be 
proper  for  me  to  consider  what  the  man  did,  that  I  may  see,  sup- 
posing that  there  has  been  a  mistake,  whether  it  was  a  mistake  of 
honest  conduct,  purely  erroneous  and  innocent,  thinking  that,  if  it 
is  so,  it  woidd  be  sufficient  for  the  present  case.  The  master  takes 
the  returned  cargo  on  board,  and  comes  to  a  port  of  this  kingdom, 
and  solicits  the  protection  of  a  convoy,  acting  as  openly  and  with 
as  little  concealment  as  possible.  There  is  nothing  in  the  res  gesta 
on  which  the  imputation  of  fraud  can  be  fixed.  Is  there  anything 
in  the  licence  to  instruct  him  that  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  take  a 
cargo,  or  to  act  as  if  the  blockade  was,  in  regard  to  him,  entirely 
relaxed  P  If  so,  he  woidd  be  bound  to  take  notice  of  it.  But  I 
see  this  distinction,  which  might  reasonably  affect  the  mind  of  a 
man  going  in  imder  such  a  licence :  he  goes  in  imder  the  direct 
iauthority  of  the  belligerent,  and  might  suppose  his  privilege  more 
extensive  than  that  of  a  neutral  vessel  previously  there.  A  neutral 
has  no  right  to  say,  *I  am  here  accidentally,  and  therefore  I  have  a 
right  to  take  out  a  cargo,  notwithstanding  the  blockade.'  But  this 
man  goes  in  with  a  permission,  which  takes  off,  as  to  him,  the  first 
and  primary  object  of  the  blockade — ^the  prohibition  of  taking  in  a 
cargo ;  and  I  think  he  might  conceive  himself  to  be  entitled  to  be 
distinguished  from  the  ordinary  case  of  other  neutrals  previously 
there.  If  any  inconvenience  is  likely  to  arise  from  this,  if  govern- 
ment did  not  mean  that  his  licence  should  have  this  effect,  it  might 
have  been  distinctly  expressed ;  the  proviso  might  have  been  in- 
serted that  he  should  not  bring  a  cargo  away,  and  then  all  persons 
would  see  a  clear  path  before  them,  and  know  how  to  conduct 
themselves  in  this  very  delicate  situation. 

On  the  legal  effect  of  such  a  licence  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to 
determine.  I  see  no  fraud  in  the  interpretation  of  this  licence, 
and  if  it  turns  out  that  this  was  the  form  in  which  licences  were 
usually  granted  I  shall  not  think  myself  warranted  to  say  that  this 
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1799         man  was  guilty  (if  guilty  at  all)  of  anything  more  than  an  innocent 
*^"^^  ^^'      misapprehension,  and  in  a  matter  in  which  I  shall  hold  such  a  mis- 
Thb  Juno,    apprehension  to  carry  no  consequences  of  penalty  after  it. 

July  24th,  1799. — This  case  having  stood  for  inquiry  as  to  the 
usual  form  of  granting  licences,  the  King's  Advocate  said  he 
had  obtained  no  particular  information,  but  that  after  what  had 
fallen  from  the  Court  he  did  not  mean  to  press  the  matter  any 
further. 

Ship  restored. 

THE  JUNO  (No.  2). 

Practice— Cargo —Property^  Verification  of  Papers  by  Master  of  Ship — Affi- 
davit of  Belie/. 

A  master  must  depose  as  to  his  belief  that  the  cargo  is  as  claimed. 
Freight  and  expenses  allowed  as  a  charge  upon  the  cargo. 

1799  On  the  hearing  as  to  the  cargo,  25th  of  July,  1799,  the  King's 

— — — '. —  Advocate  contended — ^That  it  must  go  to  further  proof,  imless  all 
the  rules  of  practice  were  broken  down,  that  goods  shipped  in  the 
enemy's  country  were  to  be  considered  primd  facte  as  the  property 
of  the  enemy,  and  could  only  be  taken  out  of  that  presumption  by 
fair  and  imbiassed  evidence,  and  not  from  evidence  supplied  only 
from  the  enemy ;  that  the  bills  of  lading  and  attestation  in  this 
case  were  of  the  latter  description  put  on  board  by  the  enemy 
shipper ;  whilst  the  master,  who  was  always  expected  to  verify  his 
papers,  to  the  12th  Interrogatory  says  only,  "  that  the  laders  of 
the  cargo  were  Hollanders,  and  further  he  cannot  depose."   . 

On  the  part  of  the  claimant,  Laurence  argued,  that  if  further 
proof  was  to  be  required  in  this  case,  it  would  be  impossible  for 
owners  of  cargoes  put  on  board  carrier  ships  to  obtain  restitution 
in  any  case  on  the  original  evidence ;  as  a  carrier-master  could  not 
be  so  particularly  acquainted  with  the  several  owners,  or  know 
anything  of  their  course  of  trading  so  as  to  enable  him  to  swear  to 
their  property ;  that  the  bill  of  lading  expressed  accoimt  and  risk, 
and  there  was  an  attestation  of  property  on  board,  and  that  the 
master  swearing  to  the  13th  and  27th  Interrogatories  *'that  all 
his  papers  were  true,  and  that  he  knew  of  nothing  to  affect  their 
credit,"  did  in  effect  afford  a  suflBcient  verification. 
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Sir  W.  Scott. — The  present  application  to  the  Court  is  to        1799 
dismiss  a  cargo  taken  on  board  in  Holland,  on  the  ground  that  the      *^"^y  ^^' 
proof  in  the  case  is  sufficient  according  to  the  practice,  or  what     The  Juno. 
ought  to  be  the  practice,  of  this  Court.     I  presume  it  will  not  be  sirW.  Soott. 
contended  that  no  proof  is  necessary  in  the  case  of  a  cargo  taken  on 
board  in  the  enemy's  country ;  and  where  there  is  no  proof  arising 
from  the  documents  or  the  depositions,  the  Court  is  not  to  con- 
sider so  much  what  that  proof  ought  to  be  as  what  is  required  by 
the  practice  of  the  Court ;  for  I  sit  here  not  as  a  legislator,  but  to 
administer  thd  law  that  I  find  existing.     If  a  reform  is  necessary, 
it  must  be  sought  elsewhere.     The  Court  is  neither  to  make  law 
nor  apologise  for  it. 

The  rule  is,  as  I  have  always  imderstood  it  in  the  Court  of 
Admiralty,  that  papers  by  themselves  prove  nothing — ^they  are  a 
mere  dead  letter  if  they  are  not  supported  by  the  oaths  of  persons 
in  a  situation  to  give  them  validity.  Those  who  look  back  to  the 
elaborate  exposition  of  the  proceedings  of  our  Courts  of  Admiralty 
in  the  answer  to  the  Prussian  Memorial  will  find  this  to  have 
been  laid  down  as  a  fundamental  position,  **  that  the  master  must 
verify  his  papers."  It  is  true  that  in  the  case  of  a  carrier-master 
it  may  be  expected  that  the  verification  should  be  less  positive 
than  where  he  is  himself  the  agent ;  but  this  is  expected  that  he 
should  depose  at  least  that  he  believes  the  cargo  to  be  as  asserted  in 
the  claim ;  less  than  that  I  never  remember  to  have  been  accepted 
in  any  case,  and  if  it  were  necessary  for  me  to  apologise  for  the 
rules  which  I  find  established  in  this  Court,  I  think  this  might  be 
vindicated  on  every  principle  of  reason  and  justice.  When  a 
cargo  is  taken  on  board  in  an  enemy's  port,  and  that  port  blockaded 
(which  is  a  circumstance  of  some  weight  as  affording  a  greater 
temptation  to  fraud),  if  the  master  is  not  required  to  say  even  that 
he  believes  the  property  to  be  as  claimed,  it  would  open  the  door  to 
every  sort  of  abuse ;  but  it  is  said  the  master  does  go  this  length, 
in  swearing  "  that  all  the  papers  are  true,"  and  that  this  amounts 
to  a  verification  of  the  property.  So  he  does,  if  you  take  that  part 
of  his  deposition  substantively,  and  apart  from  the  rest;  but 
looking  to  other  parts,  and  finding  that  when  he  is  asked  on 
the  12th  Interrogatory  what  he  knows  or  believes  (for  he  is  ex- 
amined to  his  belief)  he  can  depose  nothing,  and  that  he  has  no 
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1799  belief,  it  is  impossible  to  say  that  this  man's  deposition  confirms 
*^'*^^  ^^'  the  papers  in  the  manner  in  which  it  is  necessary  that  they  should 
The  Juno,  be  supported.  It  is  said  there  are  other  papers  which  supply  this 
SirW.  Scott,  defect — the  attestations  of  the  laders  before  the  American  Consul. 
What  authority  has  an  American  Consul  to  administer  an  oath  to 
Dutch  subjects?  Such  papers  can  hardly  be  taken  as  sworn 
documents,  or  if  they  were,  they  come  only  from  the  Dutch 
shippers,  the  very  persons  who,  if  there  is  any  fraud,  have  been 
the  contrivers  of  it.  Under  such  circumstances  can  it  be  reason- 
ably or  candidly  addressed  to  the  Court  to  restore  this  cargo 
immediately  and  without  further  proof?  This  ship  goes  imder 
licence  to  a  blockaded  port  with  a  cargo  addressed  to  one  set  of 
merchants  only :  here  are  various  parcels  for  a  variety  of  different 
persons,  the  master  evidently  knowing  nothing  of  the  matter,  and 
there  being  no  proof  but  from  the  Dutch  laders.  I  must  say  that 
I  am  not  satisfied ;  the  rules  of  the  Court  require  further  proof, 
and  I  feel  that  it  is  a  rule  which  I  could  not  relax  without  relaxing 
the  essential  demands  of  justice. 

Arnold  prayed  freight  and  expenses  for  the  ship  to  be  a  charge 
on  the  cargo. 

Court. — ^I  am  of  opinion  that  the  master  is  entitled  to  his  freight 
and  expenses  on  two  grounds :  if  he  had  taken  no  cargo  he  would 
not  have  been  liable  to  be  stopped ;  and,  secondly,  having  received 
this  cargo  so  improperly  documented  on  board,  he  would  have 
been  liable  to  have  been  stopped  on  that  account,  although  he  had 
not  been  coming  from  a  blockaded  port. 

Freight  and  expenses  given,  and  to  be  a  charge  on  the  cargo. 
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^  '  124.] 

Blockade — Breach — Inevitable  Necesaiiy, 

A  breach  of  a  blockade  can  only  be  justified  by  an  absolute  and  un- 
avoidable necessity  compelling  a  yessel  to  enter  a  blockaded  port. 

This  was  a  case  of  a  Danish  ship  taken  in  the  act  of  entering        1799 
the  Texel,  April,  1799,  having  sailed  from  a  port  in  Barhary  with      ^**^^  ^^' 
an  asserted  original  destination  to  Hamburg,  February  15th,  1799. 

It  was  prayed  that  the  Court  would  permit  a  protest  of  the 
master  to  be  read,  in  which  it  would  appear  that  he  was  under  the 
necessity  of  going  into  the  Texel  from  distress  and  want  of  water ; 
and  that  his  crew  rose  upon  him,  and  insisted  that  he  should  go 
into  some  Dutch  port. 

Court — ^This  ship  was  found  in  the  act  of  enteriing  the  Texel, 
a  fact  by  no  means  indifferent,  but  highly  cnmmalypriTnd  facie  at 
least,  and  requiring  a  very  satisfactory  explanation.  It  is  usual  to 
set  up  the  want  of  water  and  provisions  as  an  excuse ;  and  if 
I  was  to  admit  pretences  of  this  sort,  a  blockade  would  be  nothing 
more  than  an  idle  ceremony.  Such  pretences  are,  in  the  first 
instance,  extremely  discredited  on  two  grounds — ^that  the  fact  is 
strongly  against  them,  and  that  the  explanation  is  always  dubious, 
and  liable  to  the  imputation  of  coming  from  an  interested  quarter. 
I  am  not  deaf  to  the  fair  pretensions  of  human  testimony,  but  at 
the  same  time  I  cannot  shut  my  senses  against  the  ordinary  course 
of  human  conduct ;  I  will  not  say  that  cases  of  necessity  may  not 
occur  that  would  afford  a  sufficient  justification ;  and  I  add,  that  if 
the  party  can  show  that  they  were  imder  any  great  necessity,  and 
that,  for  four  or  five  days  before,  they  could  get  into  no  other  port 
but  the  Texel,  I  would  certainly  admit  such  an  excuse  so  sup- 
ported. But  if  they  cannot  do  this,  and  unless  it  is  proved  that 
in  coming  up  the  Channel  there  was  no  other  port,  either  English 
or  French,  but  the  interdicted  port  of  Amsterdam  into  which  they 
could  put,  I  shall  reject  the  apology. 

The  protest  of  the  master,  the  mate,  and  cook  was  admitted  and 
read. 
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1799  Court. — I  have  now  heard  the  proof  brought  in,  and  I  am  to 

^  ^^'  determine  whether  it  comes  up  to  the  test  which  I  have  laid  down, 
The  Huetiqb  and  to  which  I  shall  certainly  adhere,  that  nothing  but  an  absolute 
and  unavoidable  necessity  will  justify  the  attempt  to  enter  a  blockaded 
port ;  considerations  of  an  inferior  nature,  such  as  the  avoiding 
higher  fees,  or  slight  difficulties,  will  not  be  sufficient — ^nothing 
less  than  an  unavoidable  necessity  which  admits  of  no  compromise, 
and  cannot  be  resisted,  wiU  be  held  by  me  to  be  a  justification  of 
this  ofFence. 

The  master  sails  under  a  knowledge  of  the  blockade,  being 
affected  with  the  general  notification  of  the  preceding  year ;  on  the 
28th  of  March  they  passed  Dover,  on  the  2nd  of  April  they  were 
off  Yarmouth ;   but  although  the  protest  is  made  to  justify  the 
master  from,  barratry  and  the  crew  from  mutiny,  and  does  there- 
fore, I  must  presume,  contain  all  facts  necessary  for  that  purpose, 
I  do  not  see  that  it  is  stated  that  they  were  going  into  Yarmouth. 
If  on  the  3rd  of  April  there  is  so  much  want  of  water  and  pro- 
visions as  to  compel  them  to  go  into  the  intei-dicted  ports  of  the 
Texel,  why  not  go  to  the  open  and  permitted  port  of  Yarmouth  on 
the  2nd  of  April  ?    It  is  not  alleged  that  the  discovery  of  such  a 
want  was  first  made  on  the  3rd — on  the  next  day,  the  weather 
becoming  more  violent,  the  crew  came  to  the  master  and  insisted 
on  going  into  the  nearest  port  on  account  of  want  of  water  and 
provisions;   a  third  excuse  is  thrown  in,  that  the  ship  wanted 
repair ;  but  this  is  not  mentioned  in  the  depositions,  and  it  appears 
not  to  have  been  a  very  pressing  want,  as  the  ship  came  afterwards 
back  to  England  without  difficulty ;  they  insisted  on  going  into 
the  nearest  port,  saying  that  they  would  otherwise  take  the  com- 
mand from  him.    It  does  not  appear  where  this  happened,  nor  is 
it  stated  that  the  crew  insisted  on  going  to  Amsterdam.     The 
master  should  have  said,  **  the  Texel  is  shut  up,  I  will  go  to  any 
other  port."    He  does  not  seem  to  have  felt  this  necessity  in  an 
equal  degree  with  the  rest  of  the  crew,  as  he  represents  himself  - 
"  to  have  been  forced  in  reluctantly."     What  was  there  then  to 
carry  him  to  this  one  interdicted  port  only,  or  what  reason  was 
there  that  he  could  find  no  other  than  this,  either  a  little  to  the  • 
north  or  south?      Is  there  that  inevitable  necessity  which  is 
required  P    If  such  pretences  as  this  were  to  be  admitted,  I  know 
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very  well  that  no  one  case  would  come  unprovided  with  an  excuse.        1799 
I  shall  condemn  this  vessel;    if  the  parties  think  themselves      ^*^^y  ^^' 
aggrieved,  they  must  take  the  henefit  of  another  Court.  The  HincnoB 

Hane. 
Ship  condemned. 


THE  WELVAART  VAN  PILLAW.  [2  c.  Rob. 

128.] 
Blockade — Capture  on  Voyage, 

A  Tessel  which  has  broken  a  blockade  is  liable  to  capture  until  the 
termination  of  her  voyage. 

This  was  a  case  of  a  Prussian  ship,  taken  April,  1799,  o£E       j]^\q 

Dungeness,  and  proceeded  against  for  a  breach  of  the  blockade  of  

Amsterdam,  having  sailed  thence  with  a  cargo  in  March. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — There  seem  to  be  two  grounds  on  which  some- 
thing of  an  indulgence  is  claimed  in  the  present  case.  It  is  said 
that  it  was  not  a  matter  of  notoriety  in  Amsterdam  that  the 
blockade  was  still  continued;  that  a  notification  is  addressed  to  • 
neutral  States,  and  therefore  that  a  ship  in  the  blockaded  port  may 
plead  ignorance.  But  I  am  to  remember  that  this  is  not  a  Dutch 
ship  but  a  Prussian  ship,  and  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Prussian 
Government,  having  received  the  public  notification  many  months 
before,  to  have  communicated  it  to  their  subjects  in  dififerent  ports. 
Another  circumstance  on  which  exemption  is  prayed,  is,  that  she 
had  escaped  the  interior  circumvallation,  if  I  may  so  call  it,  that  * 
she  had  advanced  some  way  on  her  voyage,  and  therefore  that  she 
had  in  some  degree  made  her  escape  from  the  penalties.  I  cannot 
accede  to  that  argument ;  if  the  principle  is  f oimd  that  a  neutral 
vessel  is  not  at  liberty  to  come  out  of  a  blockaded  port  with  a  cargo, 
I  know  no  other  natural  termination  of  the  offence  but  the  end  of 
that  voyage.  It  would  be  ridiculous  to  say,  "  if  you  can  but  get 
past  the  blockading  force  you  are  free  " — this  would  be  a  most 
absurd  application  of  the  principle.  If  that  is  found,  it  must  be 
carried  to  the  extent  that  I  have  mentioned ;  for  I  see  no  other 
point  at  which  it  can  be  terminated.  ( Vide  Bynkershoek,  Q.  J.  P. 
lib.  i.  ch.  11.)  Being  of  opinion  that  the  principle  is  found,  I 
shall  hold  that  if  a  ship  that  has  broken  a  blockade  is  taken  in  any 
part  of  that  voyage,  she  is  taken  in  delicto,  and  subject  to  confis- 
cation. 
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[2  0.  Bob.  THE  JONGE  PETRONELLA. 

131.] 

Blockade — Notice — One  Week. 

A  week's  notice  held  not  to  be  sufficient  to  affect  parties  with  legal 
knowledge  of  a  blockade. 

1799  This  was  a  case  of  a  Danish  ship  which  had  sailed  from  Rotter- 

'- —  dam  on  the  28th  of  March,  1799,  and  was  proceeded  against  for  a 

breach  of  the  blockade  of  the  ports  of  the  United  Provinces,  notified 
to  foreign  ministers  on  the  21st  of  March,  and  inserted  in  the 
Gazette  on  the  26th  of  March,  1799. 

Court, — There  seems  to  be  no  question  made  as  to  the  property 
of  the  ship.  I  do  not  think  a  week  is  sufficient  time  to  affect  the 
parties  with  a  knowledge  of  this  blockade;  I  shall  therefore 
restore  this  vessel. 

Cargo  reserved. 
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132.] 

Capture— Cargo — Sale — Restitution — Damages  for  Loss  by  Sale, 

A  captured  cargo  was  properly  sold,  but  the  proceeds  were  less  than 
its  value.  An  order  for  its  restoration  was  made.  Held,  that  the 
captors  were  not  liable  for  damages,  no  irregularity  or  mala  fidea  having 
been  proved  against  them. 

1799  This  was  a  case  on  a  prayer  for  compensation  in  value,  for  a 

"^"^^  ^^'  cargo  taken  on  board  a  Danish  ship,  restored  on  further  proof, 
July  17th,  1799,  on  a  suggestion  that  the  amount  of  the  proceeds 
was  considerably  less  than  the  original  value. 

Court. — This  is  an  unfortunate  case ;  the  Court  is  very  desirous 
that  full  justice  should  be  done  to  the  claimants,  but  the  cargo  is 
not  equal  to  it ;  there  is  no  question  about  the  seizure — ^that  is 
justified  by  the  order  for  further  proof.  The  question  is  then, 
whether  the  captors  have  acted  so  irregularly  as  to  make  them- 
selves liable  ?  It  is  said  that  it  was  very  desirable  that  the  cargo 
should  be  brought  here,  and  that  it  has  been  exposed  to  accidents 
by  carrying  it  elsewhere.     It  was,  however,  carried  to  Leghorn, 
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where  there  is  a  standing  commission  of  the  Admiralty  Court.  It 
is  said  that  loss  has  been  occasioned  by  selling  it  too  early. 
Perhaps  it  might  have  been  better  if  they  had  waited ;  but  there 
is  no  suggestion  that  the  sale  was  made  for  any  sinister  purposes, 
or  in  any  manner  injurious.to  the  property.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, I  cannot  think  that  the  captors  are  answerable  for  more 
than  the  proceeds,  it  not  being  shown  that  they  have  conducted 
themselves  otherwise  than  with  fair  intentions. 
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Cargo — Shipment  he/ore  War— -Property  in  Ooods. 

In  time  of  war  goods  sliipped  at  risk  of  a  neutral  consignor  to  an  enemy 
consignee  are  liable  to  capture  and  condemnation ;  but  goods  so  shipped 
before  war  or  prospect  of  war  are  not  liable  to  condemnation. 

This  was  a  case  of  a  claim  of  an  English  house  for  goods 
shipped  on  board  a  Spanish  vessel,  by  the  order  of  Spanish 
merchants,  before  hostilities  with  Spain,  and  captured  December, 
1796,  on  a  voyage  from  London  to  Corunna. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — ^This  is  a  claim  of  a  peculiar  nature  for  goods 
sent  by  British  subjects  to  Spain,  shipped  before  hostilities,  during 
the  time  of  that  situation  of  the  two  countries  of  which  it  was  un- 
known, even  to  our  Government,  what  would  be  the  issue  between 
them.  There  appears  to  be  no  ground  to  say  that  this  contract  was 
influenced  by  speculations  on  the  prospect  of  a  war,  or  that  any- 
thing has  been  specially  done  to  avoid  the  risks  of  war.  It  is 
sworn  in  the  affidavit  of  the  claimant,  "  That  this  is  the  constant 
habit  and  practice  of  this  trade  " ;  whether  it  is  the  practice  of  the 
Spanish  trade  generally,  or  only  the  partic\ilar  mode  of  these 
individuals  in  carrying  on  commerce  together,  is  not  material,  as 
the  latter  would  be  quite  sufficient  to  raise  the  subject  of  this 
claim.  The  question  is,  in  whom  is  the  legal  title  P  Because  if  I 
should  find  that  the  interest  was  in  the  Spanish  consignee  I  must 
then  condemn,  and  leave  the  British  party  to  apply  to  the  Crown 
for  that  grace  and  favour  which  it  is  always  ready  to  show, 

R.  P 
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the  property  being  oondemnable  to  the  Grown  as  tiaken  before 
hostilities. 

The  statement  of  the  claim  sets  forth  that  these  goods  have  not 
been  paid  for  by  the  Spaniard ;  that  would  go  but  little  way ; 
that  alone  would  not  do.  There  must  be  many  cases  in  which 
British  merchants  suflFer  from  capture,  by  our  own  cruisers,  of 
goods  shipped  for  foreign  accoxmt  before  the  breaking  out  of 
hostilities.  It  goes  on  to  state,  ^^  that,  according  to  the  custom  of 
the  trade,  a  credit  of  six,  nine,  or  twelve  months  is  usually  given, 
and  that  it  is  not  the  custom  to  draw  on  the  consignee  till  the 
arrival  of  the  goods ;  that  the  sea  risk  in  peace  as  well  as  war  is  on 
the  consignor,  that  he  insures,  and  has  no  remedy  against  the  con- 
signee for  any  accident  that  happens  during  the  voyage."  Under 
these  circumstances,  in  whom  does  the  property  reside?  The 
ordinary  state  of  commerce  is  that  goods  ordered  and  delivered  to 
the  master  are  considered  as  delivered  to  the  consignee,  whose 
agent  the  master  is  in  this  respect,  but  that  general  contract  of  the 
law  may  be  varied  by  special  agreement,  or  by  a  particular  pre- 
vailing  practice  that  presupposes  an  agreement  amongst  such  a 
description  of  merchants.  In  time  of  prof  oimd  peace,  when  there 
is  no  prospect  of  approaching  war,  there  woidd  unquestionably  be 
nothing  illegal  in  contracting  that  the  whole  risk  shoidd  fall  on 
the  consignor  till  the  goods  came  into  possession  of  the  consignee. 
In  time  of  peace  they  may  divide  their  risk  as  they  please,  and 
nobody  has  a  right  to  say  they  shall  not ;  it  would  not  be  at 
all  illegal  that  goods  not  shipped  in  time  of  war  or  in  contempla- 
tion of  war  should  be  at  the  risk  of  the  shipper.  In  time  of  war 
this  cannot  be  permitted,  for  it  would  at  once  put  an  end  to  all 
captures  at  sea;  the  risk  would  in  all  cases  be  laid  on  the  consignor 
where  it  suited  the  purpose  of  protection.  On  every  contemplation 
of  a  war  this  contrivance  would  be  practised  in  all  consignments 
from  neutral  ports  to  the  enemy's  country,  to  the  manifest  de- 
frauding of  all  rights  of  capture.  It  is  therefore  considered  to  be 
an  invalid  contract  in  time  of  war,  or,  to  express  it  more  accurately, 
it  is  a  contract  which,  if  made  in  war,  has  this  effect :  that  the 
captor  has  a  right  to  seize  it  and  convert  the  property  to  his  own 
use,  for  he,  having  all  the  rights  that  belong  to  his  enemy,  is 
authorised  to  have  his  taking  possession  considered  as  equivalent 
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to  an  actual  deliyery  to  his  enemy ,  and  the  shipper  who  put  it  on        1799 
board  during  a  time  of  war  must  be  presumed  to  know  the  rule,     ^'^'^^' 
and  to  secure  himself  in  his  agreement  with  the  consignee  against  The  Packet 
the  contingency  of  any  loss  to  himself  that  can  arise  from  capture. 
In  other  words,  he  is  a  mere  insurer  against  sea  risk,  and  he  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  case  of  capture,  the  loss  of  which  falls 
entirely  on  the  consignee.    If  the  consignee  refuses  payment,  and 
throws  it  upon  the  shipper,  the  shipper  must  be  supposed  to  have 
guarded  his  own  interests  against  that  hazard,  or  he  has  acted 
improvidently  and  without  caution. 

The  present  contract  is  not  of  this  sort ;  it  stands  as  a  lawful 
agreement,  being  made  whilst  there  was  neither  war  nor  prospect 
of  war.  The  goods  are  sent  at  the  risk  of  the  shipper.  If  they 
had  been  lost,  on  whom  would  the  loss  have  fallen  but  on  him  P 
What  surer  test  of  property  can  there  be  than  this?  It  isthe  true 
criterion  of  property  that,  if  you  are  the  person  on  whom  the  loss 
will  fall,  you  are  to  be  considered  as  the  proprietor.  The  bill  of 
lading  very  much  favours  this  account.  The  master  binds  himself 
to  the  shipper  "  to  deliver  for  you  and  in  your  name,"  by  which  it 
is  to  be  understood  that  the  delivery  had  not  been  made  to  the  master 
for  the  consignee,  but  that  he  was  to  make  the  delivery  in  the 
name  of  the  shipper  to  the  consignee,  till  which  time  the  inference 
is  that  they  were  to  remain  the  property  of  the  shipper.  As  to  the 
payment  of  freight,  that  is  not  material,  as  in  the  end  the  pur- 
chaser must  necessarily  pay  the  carriage.  The  other  consideration — 
Who  bears  the  loss  P— much  outweighs  that ;  neither  does  the  case 
put  show  the  contrary.  The  case  put  is,  supposing  Spain  and 
England  both  neutral,  and  that  these  goods  had  been  taken  by  the 
French  and  sold  to  great  profit,  to  whose  advantage  would  it  have 
been  P  The  answer  is,  if  the  goods  were  to  continue  the  property 
of  the  shipper  till  delivery  it  must  have  enured  to  his  benefit,  and 
not  that  of  the  consignee.  To  make  the  loss  fall  upon  the  shipper 
in  the  case  of  the  present  shipment  would  be  harsh  in  the  extreme. 
He  ships  his  goods  in  the  ordinary  course  of  traffic  by  an  agree- 
ment mutually  understood  between  the  parties,  and  in  nowise 
injurious  to  the  rights  of  any  third  party ;  an  event  subsequently 
happens  which  he  could  in  no  degree  provide  against.  If  he  is 
to  be  the  sufferer,  he  is  a  sufferer  without  notice  and  without 

p2 
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1799  the  means  of  seouring  himself;  he  wa.s  not  called  upon  to 
August  6.     tnow  that  the  injustice  of  the   other  party  would  produce  a 

The  Packet  war  hefore  the  delivery  of  his  goods.  The  consignee  may  re- 
—    '    fuse  payment,  referring    to    the    terms  of  the  contract  which 

^  '   was  made  when  it  was  perfectly  lawful;   and  imder  what  cir- 

cimistances  and  on  what  principles  the  shipper  could  ever 
enforce  payment  against  the  consignee  is  not  easy  to  discover. 
The  goods  have  never  been  delivered  in  Spain;  they  were  to  have 
been  at  the  risk  of  the  shipper  till  delivery,  and  this  under  a  per- 
fectly fair  contract.  I  must  consider  the  property  to  reside  still  in 
the  English  merchant ;  it  is  a  case  altogether  different  from  other 
cases  which  have  happened  on  this  subject  ^^m^^^  belh,  I  am  of 
opinion  that,  on  aU  just  considerations  of  ownership,  the  legal 
property  is  in  the  British  merchant,  that  the  loss  must  have  fallen 
on  the  shipper,  and  the  delivery  was  not  to  have  been  made  till 
the  last  stage  of  the  business,  tiU  they  had  actually  arrived  in 
Spain,  and  had  been  put  into  the  hands  of  the  consignee ;  and 
therefore  I  shall  decree  restitution  of  the  goods  to  the  shipper. 


[2  0.^^^  THE  HAABET  (No.  1). 

Cargo — Pre'emption — Premium  of  Insurance — B^ort  of  Begiatrar  and  Met' 
chanU, 

A  ceu*go  of  provisions  was  captured,  and  ordered  to  be  sold  to  the. 
Government,  the  price  to  be  fixed  by  the  Begistrar  and  Merchants. 
Such  cargo  was  iminsured,  and  the  Begistrar  and  Merchants  disallowed 
a  claim  for  a  sum  equal  to  premiums  of  insurance  which  it  was  alleged 
represented  the  risk  taken  by  the  cargo  owner  himself.  Heldy  on  objec- 
tion to  the  report,  that  the  decision  of  the  Begistrar  and  Merchants  was 
right. 

^^^  This  was  a  case  arising  on  an  objection  to  a  report  of  the 

a£armed*  Begistrar  and  Merchants  respecting  the  allowance  of  insurance  as 
Tsos.  '  P^  of  ^^^  price  of  a  cargo  of  wheat  going  from  Altona  to  Cadiz,, 
but  seized  and  brought  into  this  country,  and  bought  by  govern^ 
ment.  The  demand  of  the  claimant,  Mr.  Peschie,  of  Copenhagen^ 
had  been  disallowed  in  the  report  on  the  groimd  that  the  insurance 
had  not  actually  been  made. 

For  the  petition,  Laurence  and  Swahey. 

Against  the  demand,  the  King's  Advocate  and  the  Advocate  of  the 
Admiralty, 
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*  fiiR  W.  Scott.— This  is  a  question  on  a  report  of  the  Eegistrar  isoo 
And  merchants  respecting  an  allowance  of  insurance  on  a  cargo  of  ^^*^  * 
com  seized  and  brought  into  this  coimtry.  The  cargo  was  decreed  The  Haabet. 
to  he  restored,  and  the  Eegistrar  and  merchants  were  directed  to  SirW,  Soott. 
make  a  report  on  the  value  due  to  the  claimant.  Such  reports  are 
in  their  nature  partly  legal  and  partly  mercantile.  It  is  a  report 
proceeding  from  persons  qualified  in  both  these  respects  to  form  a 
sound  judgment  on  the  subject  before  them,  one  of  them  being, 
from  his  connection  with  Courts  of  Justice,  supposed  capable  of 
forming  his  own  opinion  and  of  assisting  his  associates  on  all  ques« 
tions  of  law,  in  the  first  instance,  subject  to  the  inspection  and 
correction  of  the  Court ;  whilst  the  other  part  of  this  domestic 
forum,  as  I  may  call  it,  consists  of  persons  acquainted  with  trade, 
and  exercising  their  judgment  on  matters  relative  to  commerce. 
It  is  from  the  report  of  a  commission  so  constituted  that  the  ques- 
tion is  now  brought  before  the  Court  on  a  subject  partiy  legal  and 
parUy  mercantile.  Another  report  has  been  brought  before  me 
to-day  from  other  persons,  of  whom  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  speak 
with  too  much  respect,  attending  either  to  the  extent  of  their 
information  or  to  their  known  probity  and  honour ;  but  they  have, 
I  think,  a  little  mistaken  their  fimction  in  delivering  their  judg- 
ment upon  the  question  proposed  to  them.  They  are  persons  of 
great  experience  in  mercantile  affairs,  and  from  whom  the  Court, 
upon  subjects  purely  of  that  kind,  would  gladly  receive  any  infor- 
mation which  they  could  conveniently  impart.  If  the  Court  had 
desired  to  know  whether  it  was  the  practice  of  merchants,  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  commerce,  usually  to  charge  and  allow  insurance, 
though  the  insurance  has  never  actually  been  made,  their  answer 
to  such  a  question  would  have  satisfied  its  conscience  upon  a  matter 
of  usage  best  known  to  themselves,  and  requiring  nothing  on  their 
part  but  a  fair  communication  of  their  own  experience  and  practice. 
But  the  question  on  which  an  opinion  has  here  been  obtained  from 
them  is  this,  "  Whether,  if  a  neutral  cargo  is  seized  by  a  bel- 
ligerent during  war,  the  belligerent  is  in  all  cases  bound  in 
compensation  for  this  cargo  (supposing  it  not  liable  to  confiscation) 
to  pay  such  an  insurance,  no  insurance  having  been  paid  by  the 
shipper  P  '*  That  is  not  a  question  merely  of  the  law  merchant,  it 
is  a  question  which  may  embrace  other  considerations,  and  those 
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1800         belonging  to  the  general  law  of  nations;  in  truth,  it  is  the  veiy 

Auffust  30.     qiiestion  in  the  cause  now  submitted  to  my  decision,  and  if  I 

ThbHaabet.   regard  this  opinion  so  given  as  an  authority  there  is  an  end  of  any 

SirW.  Scott,   duty  which  I  have  to  perform,  for  here  is  an  actual  decision  upon 

•    the  whole  law  and  fact  of  the  present  case.     They  will  acquit  me, 

I  am  sure,  of  any  incivility,  when  I  venture  to  say  that  the  labour 

of  giving  such  a  decision  is  not  legally  imposed  upon  t/wm^  and 

therefore  that  this  private  report  so  introduced  does  not  come  with 

any  just  credentials  of  authority. 

.  The  question  is,  whether  there  is  any  reasonable  ground  for  me 
to  pronounce  that  the  Begistrar  and  merchants  have  disallowed  a 
just  demand  in  disallowing  a  charge  of  insurance  which  had  not 
been  made  P  It  has  been  argued  that  this  charge  ought  to  have 
been  allowed,  because  it  is  usually  so  allowed  in  the  dealings  of 
merchants  with  each  other.  I  am  not  clear  that  this  is  a  necessary 
consequence,  for  it  is  surely  no  certain  rule  that  in  all  cases  where 
a  cargo  is  token  Jure  belli  but  for  the  mere  purpose  of  pre-emption, 
that  it  is  to  receive  a  price  calculated  exactly  in  the  same  manner 
and  amoimting  precisely  to  the  same  value  as  it  would  have  done 
if  it  had  arrived  at  its  port  of  destination  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
trade. 

The  right  of  taking  possession  of  cargoes  of  this  description, 
Commeatm  or  Provisions^  going  to  the  enemy's  ports,  is  no  peculiar 
claim  of  this  country ;  it  belongs  generally  to  belligerent  nations. 
The  ancient  practice  of  Europe,  or  at  least  of  several  maritime 
States  of  Europe,  was  to  confiscate  them  entirely ;  a  century  has 
not  elapsed  since  this  claim  has  been  asserted  by  some  of  them.  A 
more  mitigated  practice  has  prevtdled  in  later  times  of  holding 
such  cargoes  subject  only  to  a  right  of  pre-emption,  that  is,  to  a 
right  of  purchase  upon  a  reasonable  compensation,  to  the  individual 
whose  property  is  thus  diverted.  I  have  never  understood  that  on 
the  side  of  the  belligerent  this  claim  goes  beyond  the  case  of 
cargoes  avowedly  bound  to  the  enemy's  port,  or  suspected  on  just 
grounds  to  have  a  concealed  destination  of  that  kind ;  or  that  on 
the  side  of  the  neutral  the  same  exact  compensation  is  to  be  expected 
which  he  might  have  demanded  from  the  enemy  in  his  own  port. 
The  enemy  may  be  distressed  by  famine,  and  may  be  driven  by 
his  necessities  to  pay  a  famine  price  for  the  commodity  if  it  gets 
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there ;  it  does  not  follow  that  acting  upon  my  rights  of  war  in        isoo 
intercepting  such  supplies  I  am  under  the  obligation  of  paying       ^"^^  ^' 
that  price  of  distress.     It  is  a  mitigated  exercise  of  war  on  which  TheHaibet. 
my  purchase  is  made,  and  no  rule  has  established  that  such  a  SirW.  Soott. 
purchase  shall  be  regulated    exactly  upon  the  same  terms  of 
profit  which  would  have  followed  the    adventure  if   no    such 
exercise  of  war  had  intervened ;  it  is  a  reasonable  indemnification 
and  a  fair  profit  on  the  commodity  that  is  due,  reference  being  had 
to  the  original  price  actually  paid  by  the  exporter,  and  the  expenses 
which  he  has  incurred.    As  to  what  is  to  be  deemed  a  reasonable 
indemnification  and  profit,  I  hope  and  trust  that  this  country  will 
never  be  found  backward  in  giving  a  liberal  interpretation  to  these 
terms ;  but  certainly  the  capturing  nation  does  not  always  take 
these  cargoes  on  the  same  terms  on  which  an  enemy  would  be  con- 
tent to  purchase  them ;  much  less  are  cases  of  this  kind  to  be 
considered  as  cases  of  costs  and  damages,  in  which  all  loss  of  pos- 
sible profit  is  to  be  laid  upon  unjust  captors ;  for  these  are  not 
unjust  captures,  but  authorised  exercises  of  the  rights  of  war. 

Two  or  three  considerations  have  been  urged  which  may,  with 
all  propriety,  be  dismissed :  one  is,  that  it  was  understood  between 
the  King's  government  and  the  parties  that  this  charge  should  be 
allowed.  Certainly,  if  it  were  made  out  by  any  credible  proof  that 
the  faith  of  government  had  been  in  the  slightest  manner  pledged 
to  such  an  understanding,  there  is  no  principle  which  this  Court 
would  hold  more  sacred  than  that  the  faith  of  government  should 
be  held  inviolate  in  transactions  of  this  kind ;  but  no  sort  of  proof 
is  ofEered  of  this,  and  the  &ct  has  in  no  way  come  to  my  know- 
ledge. It  is  said,  likewise,  that  in  the  cases  of  this  kind  which 
occurred  last  war,  and  which  were  then  settled  by  the  Navy  Board, 
the  charge  of  insurance  was  allowed ;  but  the  policy  of  insurance 
was  never  called  for.  How  this  practice  came  to  prevail  there, 
whether  imder  a  notion  that  the  insurances  had  been  really  made 
whenever  they  were  charged,  whether  imder  any  order  of  govern- 
ment or  how  otherwise,  I  am  not  informed.  The  persons  who  had 
to  settle  those  accounts  were  not  mercantile  men,  and  might  be 
led  by  the  charge  to  suppose  that  it  had  actually  been  incurred. 
Under  whatever  circumstances  such  a  practice  grew  up,  if  it  did 
obtain,  it  is  no  binding  rule  upon  the  Eegistrar  and  merchants 
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1800        here ;  it  might  be  Bimple  mistake,  and  at  best  it  is  no  deciding 
^'^'^^  ^Q'    authority. 
ThbHaabbt.       I  have  abeady  said  that  the  expected  payment  at  the  port  of 
SirW.  Soott.   delivery  is  not  the  necessary  measure  of  compensation  at  the  port 
of  the  belligerent.     It  is  not  so  with  reference  to  any  constituent 
of  price ;  with  respect  to  insurance,  considered  as  such,  it  would  be 
peculiarly  improper.    It  is  reasonably  to  be  charged  at  the  port  of 
delivery,  although  it  has  never  been  paid,  because  the  merchant 
has  stood  his  own  risk,  and  has  purchased  the  insurance  at  the 
expense  of  his  own  danger.    But  is  that  the  case  where  the  voyage 
has  been  interrupted  almost  in  its  commencement,  where  the  cargo 
has  been  carried  into  a  neighbouring  port  P    In  the  present  case 
the  voyage  was  from  Altona  to  Cadiz,  from  the  north  to  the  south 
of  Europe,  and  the  cargo  is  seized  upon  its  entrance  into  the 
British  Channel  veiy  soon  after  quitting  its  port.    Most  of  the 
cargoes  taken  have  a  similar  destination,  and  are  taken  under 
similar  circumstances.     What  pretence  is  there  to  say  that  all 
risks  of  the  voyage  have  been  incurred  P    The  utmost  that  could 
be  claimed  is  an  insurance  pro  ratd  itineiis  permtiy  amounting  to  a 
very  small  proportion  of  the  whole,  hardly  deserving  a  particukr 
consideration.    As  to  what  is  said,  that  in  the  case  of  capture  of 
ships  you  allow  the  full  freight  of  the  whole  voyage ;  that  allow- 
ance is  made  on  another  account ;  you  take  the  ship  in  that  case 
on  accoimt,  not  of  itself,  but  of  its  cargo ;  you  interrupt  its  occu« 
pation  which  was  legal  and  innocent,  and  it  is  therefore  not  unjust 
to  allow  it  the  benefit  of  its  original  contract,  which  you  alone 
have  prevented  from  being  carried  into  execution.    Very  different 
is  the  consideration  of  risk,  respecting  a  cargo,  which  has  never 
been  incurred,  and  of  a  payment  which  is  due  only  on  the  event  of 
that  risk  having  been  actually  incurred — ^no  contract  subsisting, 
and  the  cargo  being  in  its  own  nature  liable  to  this  species  t)f 
interception. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  see  no  sufficient  reason  to  pronounce  that  the 
Eegistrar  and  merchants  have  adopted  a  wrong  measure  of  value 
in  disallowing  the  charge  of  insurance ;  they  have  allowed  what, 
upon  their  own  experience,  they  pronounce  to  be  a  reasonable 
indemnification  and  profit,  and  I  do  not  understand  that  the 
sufficiency  of  this  indemnification  and  profit  is  impeached  on  any 
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other  ground  than  that  an  insurance  would  have  been  added  in  the        isoo 
ordinary  course  of  a  mercantile  account  if  the  cargo  had  reached       '^'"^    ' 
its  intended  destination.     Being  of  opinion  that  the  ordinary  ThbHaabet. 
terms  of  a  mercantile  account,  to  be  settled  on  the  completion  of  SirW.  Scott, 
the  voyage,  do  not  furnish  (aU  circumstances  being  duly  weighed) 
the  necessary  or  just  measure  of  value  to  be  applied  in  transactions 
of  this  kind,  I  do  not  find  myself  enabled  to  sustain  the  objection. 
If,  as  it  has  been  repeatedly  urged,  an  undertaking  to  a  different 
effect  has  subsisted  between  the  King*s  government  and    the 
parties,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  on  their  resort  to  a  superior 
tribunal,  better  acquainted  with  any  communication  that  may  have 
passed  upon  the  subject,  they  will  have  the  full  benefit  of  any  such 
engagement. 

Eeport  confirmed. 


THE  IMMANUEK  [2  c.  Eob. 

186.] 
Neutral — Trade  between  Enemy  Fort  in  Mother  Country  and  Enemy  Colony-^ 
Carrying  Ship — Restoration — Forfeiture  of  Freight* 

Neutral  goods  captured  in  direct  transit  from  the  mother  country  of 
the  enemy  to  a  colony  of  the  enemy  are  liable  to  capture  and  condemna- 
tion. The  ship  in  which  such  goods  were  carried  restored,  but  the 
freight  forfeited. 

This  was  the  case  of  an  asserted  Hambiirg  ship,  taken  14th  of  1799 
August,  1799,  on  a  voyage  from  Hamburg  to  St.  Domingo,  having  ^'^^^^"^  ^' 
in  her  voyage  touched  at  Bordeaux,  where  she  sold  part  of  the 
goods  brought  from  Hamburg,  and  took  a  quantity  of  iron  stores 
and  other  articles  for  St.  Domingo.  A  question  was  first  raised  as 
to  the  property  of  the  ship  and  cargo ;  and,  2ndly,  supposing  it  to 
be  neutral  property,  whether  a  trade  from  the  mother  country  of 
France  to  St.  Domingo,  a  French  colony,  was  not  an  illegal  trade, 
and  such  as  would  render  the  property  of  neutrals  engaged  in  it 
liable  to  be  considered  as  the  property  of  enemies,  and  subject  to 
confiscation?  It  was  denied  that  St.  Domingo  was  to  be  con- 
sidered in  its  present  state  as  a  French  colony.  After  various 
observations  on  these  points,  further  proof  was  directed  to  be  made 
of  the  property;   and  permission  was  given  to  both  parties  to 
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produce  information  as  to  the  state  and  condition  of  St.  Domingo 
at  that  time. 

On  the  15th  of  August,  1800,  the  cause  was  heard  on  further 
proof. 

For  the  captors,  King^s  Advocate  and  Laurence, 

For  the  claimant,  Arnold  and  SewelL 

[The  Court  dealt  first  with  the  question  whether  St.  Domingo 
was  to  be  considered  as  a  French  colony,  and  f oimd  that  St. 
Domingo  continues  a  French  colony,  and  proceeded :] 

Sir  W.  Soott. — Upon  the  mere  question  of  property,  as  it 
respects  all  the  goods  as  well  as  the  ship,  I  see  no  reason  to  enter- 
tain a  legal  doubt.  Considering  them  as  neutral  property,  I  shall 
proceed  to  the  principal  question  in  the  case,  viz.,  whether  neutral 
property  engaged  in  a  direct  traffic  between  the  enemy  and  his 
colonies  is  to  be  considered  by  this  Court  as  liable  to  confiscation  P 
And  first  with  respect  to  the  goods. 

Upon  the  breaking  out  of  a  war,  it  is  the  right  of  neutrals  to 
carry  on  their  accustomed  trade,  with  an  exception  of  the  particular 
cases  of  a  trade  to  blockaded  places,  or  in  contraband  articles  (in 
both  which  cases  their  property  is  liable  to  be  condemned),  and  of 
their  ships  being  liable  to  visitation  and  search ;  in  which  case, 
however,  they  are  entitied  to  freight  and  expenses.  1  do  not  mean 
to  say  that  iu  the  accidents  of  a  war  the  property  of  neutrals  may 
not  be  variously  entangled  and  endangered.  In  the  nature  of 
human  connections,  it  is  hardly  possible  that  inconveniences  of  this 
kind  should  be  altogether  avoided.  Some  neutrals  will  be  unjustiy 
engaged  in  covering  the  goods  of  the  enemy,  and  others  will  be  un- 
justly suspected  of  doing  it.  These  inconveniences  are  more  than 
fully  balanced  by  the  enlargement  of  their  commerce ;  the  trade  of 
the  belligerents  is  usually  interrupted  ia  a  great  degree,  and  falls  in 
the  same  degree  into  the  lap  of  neutrals.  But  without  reference 
to  accidents  of  one  kind  or  other,  the  general  rule  is,  that  the 
neutral  has  a  right  to  carry  on,  in  time  of  war,  his  accustomed 
trade  to  the  utmost  extent  of  which  that  accustomed  trade  is 
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capable.    Yery  different  is  the  case  of  a  trade  whioh  the  neutral        1800 
has  never  possessed,  which  he  holds  by  no  title  of  use  and  habit  in    ^"^"*^  ^^' 
times  of  peace,  and  which,  in  fact,  can  obtain  in  war  by  no  other        Thb 

title  than  by  the  success  of  the  one  belligerent  against  the  other,        

and  at  the  expense  of  that  very  belligerent  under  whose  success  he  ^"  ^*  ®^**' 
sets  up  his  title ;  and  such  I  take  to  be  the  colonial  trade,  generally 
speaking. 

What  is  the  colonial  trade,  generally  speaking  P  It  is  a  trade 
generally  shut  up  to  the  exclusive  use  of  the  mother  country  to 
which  the  colony  belongs,  and  this  to  a  double  use:  that  of 
supplying  a  market  for  the  consumption  of  native  commodities, 
and  the  other  of  furnishing  to  the  mother  country  the  peculiar 
commodities  of  the  colonial  regions ;  to  these  two  purposes  of  the 
mother  country,  the  general  policy  respecting  colonies  belonging 
to  the  states  of  Europe  has  restricted  them.  With  respect  to  other 
countries,,  generally  speaking,  the  colony  has  no  existence ;  it  is^ 
possible  that  indirectly  and  remotely  such  colonies  may  affect  the 
commerce  of  other  coimtries.  The  manufactures  of  Germany  may 
find  their  way  into  Jamaica  or  Guadaloupe,  and  the  sugar  of 
Jamaica  or  Ghiadaloupe  into  the  interior  parts  of  Germany ;  but  as 
to  any  direct  conununication  or  advantage  resulting  therefrom, 
Guadaloupe  and  Jamaica  are  no  more  to  Germany  than  if  they 
were  settlements  in  the  mountains  of  the  moon;  to  commercial 
purposes  they  are  not  in  the  same  planet.  If  they  were  annihi- 
lated it  would  make  no  chasm  in  the  commercial  map  of  Hambui-g. 
If  Ghiadaloupe  could  be  sunk  in  the  sea  by  the  effect  of  hostility 
at  the  beginning  of  a  war,  it  would  be  a  mighty  loss  to  France,  as 
Jamaica  would  be  to  England,  if  it  could  be  made  the  subject  of  a 
similar  act  of  violence.  But  such  events  would  find  their  way  into 
the  chronicles  of  other  countries  as  events  of  disinterested  curiosity, 
and  nothing  more. 

Upon  the  interruption  of  a  war,  what  are  the  rights  of  belli- 
gerents and  neutrals  respectively  regarding  such  places  P  It  is  an 
indubitable  right  of  the  belligerent  to  possess  himself  of  such 
places,  as  of  any  other  possession  of  his  enemy.  This  is  his 
common  right,  but  he  has  the  certain  means  of  carrying 
such  a  right  into  effect  if  he  has  a  decided  superiority  at  sea. 
Such  colonies  are  dependent  for  their  existence,  as  colonies,  on 
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1800        foreign  supplies;  if  they  cannot  be  supplied  and  defended  they 

Auffutt  15.    jn^gt  fall  to  the  belligerent  of  course;   and  if  the  belligerent 

Thb         chooses  to  apply  his  means  to  such  an  object,  what  right  has  a 

third  party,  perfectly  neutral,  to  step  in  and  prevent  the  execu- 

^ir  .  Sootfc.  ^^j^  p  jq-^  existing  interest  of  his  is  affected  by  it ;  he  can  have 
no  right  to  apply  to  his  own  use  the  beneficial  consequences  of  the 
mere  act  of  the  belligerent,  and  to  say,  "  True  it  is,  you  have  by 
force  of  arms  forced  such  places  out  of  the  exclusive  possession  of 
the  enemy,  but  I  will  share  the  benefit  of  the  conquest,  and  by 
sharing  its  benefits  prevent  its  progress.  Tou  have  in  effect,  and 
by  lawful  means,  turned  the  enemy  out  of  the  possession  which  he 
had  exclufflvely  maintained  against  the  whole  world,  and  with 
whom  we  had  never  presumed  to  interfere ;  but  we  will  interpose 
to  prevent  his  absolute  surrender  by  the  means  of  that  very  open- 
ing which  the  prevalence  of  your  arms  alone  has  affected.  Supplies 
shall  be  sent  and  their  products  shall  be  exported.  You  have 
lawfully  destroyed  his  monopoly,  but  you  shall  not  be  permitted  to 
possess  it  yourself.  We  insist  to  share  the  fruits  of  your  victories, 
and  your  blood  and  treasure  have  been  expended,  not  for  your  own 
interest,  but  for  the  common  benefit  of  others." 

Upon  these  grounds,  it  cannot  be  contended  to  be  a  right  of 
neutrals  to  intrude  into  a  commerce  which  had  been  uniformly 
shut  against  them,  and  which  is  now  forced  open  merely  by  the 
pressure  of  war ;  for  when  the  enemy,  under  an  entire  inability  to 
supply  his  colonies  and  to  export  their  products,  affects  to  open 
them  to  neutrals,  it  is  not  his  will  but  his  necessiiy  that  changes 
his  system ;  that  change  is  the  direct  and  unavoidable  consequence 
of  the  compulsion  of  war — ^it  is  a  measure  not  of  French  councils^ 
but  of  British  force. 

Upon  these  and  other  grounds,  which  I  shall  not  at  present 
enumerate,  an  instruction  issued  at  an  early  period  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  the  communication  of  neutrals  with  the  colonies  of 
the  enemy,  intended,  I  presume,  to  be  oarried  into  effect  on  the 
same  footing  on  which  the  prohibition  had  been  legally  enforced  in 
the  war  of  1756,  a  period  when,  Mr.  Justice  Blackstone  observes, 
the  decisions  on  the  law  of  nations  proceeding  from  the  Court  of 
Appeals  were  known  and  revered  by  every  State  in  Europe. 
Upon  further  inquiry  it  turned  out  that  one  favoured  nation, 
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the  AmericanSy  had  in  tiines  of  peace  been  permitted,  by  speoial        I8OO 
convention,  to  exercise  a  certain  very  limited  commerce  with  those    -^»y«**^  ^^« 
colonies  of  the  French,  and  it  consisted  with  justice  that  that  case        Thb 
should  be  specially  provided  for ;  but  no  justice  required  that  the 
provision  should  extend  beyond  the  necessities  of  that  case.  What- 
ever goes  beyond  is  not  given  to  the  demands  of  strict  justice,  but 
is  matter  of  relaxation  and  concession. 

Different  degrees  of  relaxation  have  been  expressed  in  different 
instructions  issued  at  various  times  during  the  existence  of  the 
war.  It  is  admitted  that  no  such  relaxation  has  gone  the  length 
of  authorising  a  direct  commerce  of  neutrals  between  the  mother 
country  of  the  enemy  and  its  colonies,  because  such  a  commerce 
could  not  be  admitted  without  a  total  surrender  of  the  principle ; 
for  allow  such  a  conuneroe  to  neutrals,  and  the  mother  country  of  the 
enemy  recovers,  with  some  increase  of  expense,  the  direct  market  of 
the  colonies  and  the  direct  influx  of  their  productions;  it  enjoys  as 
before  the  duties  of  import  and  export,  the  same  facilities  of  sale  and 
supply,  and  the  mass  of  public  inconvenience  is  veiy  slightly  dimi- 
nished. Even  supposing  that  this  trade  is  carried  on  with  integrity 
(which  it  is  difficult  to  hope  under  all  the  temptations  and  oppor* 
tunities  of  fraud  which  a  direct  intercourse  will  supply),  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe  that  the  ancient  monopoly  wUl,  in  effect, 
revive  itself  without  the  aid  of  exclusive  prohibitions.  The  force  of 
long  established  connection,  and  of  ancient  habits  of  trade,  would  in 
a  great  measure  preserve  for  a  time  to  the  mother  coimtiy  its 
ancient  exclusive  commerce  with  colonies,  although  the  communi- 
cation might  be  legally  open  to  the  merchants  of  other  coimtries. 

Much  argument  has  been  employed  on  grounds  of  commercial 
analogy :  this  trade  is  allowed ;  that  trade  is  not  more  injurious ; 
why  not  that  to  be  considered  as  equally  permitted  P  The  obvious 
answer  is,  that  the  true  rule  to  this  Court  is  the  text  of  the  instruc- 
tions. What  is  not  foimd  therein  permitted  is  understood  to  be 
prohibited,  upon  this  plain  principle:  that  the  colony  trade  is 
generally  prohibited,  and  that  whatever  is  not  specially  relaxed 
continues  in  a  state  of  interdiction.  The  utmost  that  could  be 
contended  would  be  that  a  commerce  exactly  ejtisdem  generis  et 
gradua  would  be  entitled  to  the  favour  of  the  permission ;  but  the 
relaxation  is  not  to  be  extended  by  construction,  particularly  where 
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i8oa        authority  has  been  gradual  in  its  relaxation.    Where  it  has  dis- 

"^*"^  ^  '     tinguished  and  stopped  short  in  several  stages,  individuals  have  no 

Thb  right  to  go  further,  upon  a  private  speculation  of  their  own,  that 
authority  might  as  well  have  gone  further.  It  is  argued  that  the 
neutral  can  import  the  manufactures  of  France  to  hk  own  country 
and  from  thence  directly  to  the  French  colony.  "Why  not  imme^ 
diately  from  France,  since  the  same  purpose  is  effected  P  It  is  to 
be  answered  that  it  is  efifeoted  in  a  manner  more  consistent  with 
the  general  rights  of  neutrals,  and  less  subservient  to  the  special 
convenience  of  the  enemy.  If  a  Hamburg  merchant  imports  the 
manufactures  of  France  into  his  own  country  (which  he  will  rarely 
do  if  he  has  like  manufactures  of  his  own,  but  which  in  all  cases 
he  has  an  uncontrollable  right  to  do),  and  exports  them  afterwards 
to  the  French  colony,  which  he  does  not  in  their  original  French 
character,  but  as  goods  which,  by  importation,  had  become  a  part 
of  the  national  stock  of  his  own  neutral  country,  they  come  to 
that  colony  with  aU  the  inconvenience  of  aggravated  delay  and 
expense ;  so  if  he  imports  from  the  colony  to  Hamburg,  and  after- 
wards to  France,  the  commodities  of  the  colony,  they  come  to  the 
mother  country  under  a  proportionable  disadvantage;  in  short,  the 
rule  presses  upon  the  supply  at  both  extremities,  and  therefore,  if 
any  considerations  of  advantage  may  influence  the  judgment  of  a 
belligerent  country  in  the  enforcement  of  the  right  which  upon 
principle  it  possesses,  to  interfere  with  its  enemy's  colonial  trade, 
it  is  in  that  shape  of  this  trade  that  considerations  of  this  nature 
have  their  chief  and  most  effective  operation. 

It  is  an  argument  rather  of  a  more  legal  nature  than  any 
derived  from  these  general  topics  of  commercial  policy  that  varia- 
tions are  made  in  the  commercial  systems  of  every  country  in  wara 
and  on  account  of  wars,  by  means  of  which  neutrals  are  admitted 
and  invited  into  different  kinds  of  trade,  for  which  they  stand 
usually  excluded,  and  if  so,  no  one  belligerent  country  has  a  right 
to  interfere  with  neutrals  for  acting  under  variations  of  a  like  kind 
made  for  similar  reasons  in  the  commercial  policy  of  its  enemy. 
And  certainly  if  this  proposition  could  be  maintained  without  any 
limitation,  that  wherever  any  variation  whatever  is  made  during  a 
war  and  on  account  of  the  state  of  war,  the  party  who  makes  it 
binds  himself  in  all  the  variations  to  which  the  necessities  of  the 
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enemy  oan  compel  him,  the  whole  colony  trade  of  the  enemy  is  isoo 
legalised ;  and  the  instnictions  which  are  directed  against  any  part  -^"ff^*^  ^^- 
are  equally  unjust  and  impertinent ;  for  it  is  not  denied  that  some  Thb 
such  variations  may  be  found  in  the  commercial  policy  of  this  ^"'^^^^^ 
country  itself,  although  some  that  have  been  cited  are  not  exactly  SirW.  Scott. 
of  that  nature.  The  opening  of  free  ports  is  not  necessarily  a 
measure  arising  from  the  demands  of  war ;  it  is  frequently  a  peace 
measure  in  the  colonial  system  of  every  country.  There  are  others 
which  more  directly  arise  out  of  the  necessities  of  war :  the  admis- 
sion of  foreigners  into  the  merchant  service,  as  weU  as  into  the 
military  service  of  this  country ;  the  permission  given  to  vessels  to 
import  commodities  not  the  growth,  produce,  and  manufacture  of 
the  country  to  which  they  belong,  and  other  relaxations  of  the  act 
of  navigation  and  other  regulations  founded  thereon.  These,  it  is 
true,  take  place  in  war,  and  arise  out  of  a  state  of  war ;  but  then 
they  do  not  arise  out  of  the  predominance  of  the  enemy's  force, 
or  out  of  any  necessity  resulting  therefrom ;  and  that  I  take  to  be 
the  true  foundation  of  the  principle.  It  is  not  every  convenience 
or  even  every  necessity  arising  out  of  a  state  of  war,  but  that 
necessity  which  arises  out  of  the  impossibility  of  otherwise  pro- 
viding against  the  urgency  of  distress  inflicted  by  the  hand  of  a 
superior  enemy,  that  can  be  admitted  to  produce  such  an  effect. 
Thus,  in  time  of  war  every  country  admits  foreigners  into  its 
general  service— every  country  obtains,  by  the  means  of  neutral 
vessels,  those  products  of  the  enemy's  country  which  it  caimot 
possibly  receive  either  by  means  of  his  navigation  or  its  own. 
These  are  ordinary  measures  to  which  every  country  has  resort  in 
every  war,  whether  prosperous  or  adverse.  They  arise,  it  is  true, 
out  of  a  state  of  war,  but  are  totally  independent  of  its  events,  and 
have  therefore  no  common  origin  with  these  compelled  relaxations 
of  the  colonial  monopoly ;  these  are  acts  of  distress,  signals  of 
defeat  and  depression  ;  they  are  no  better  than  partial  surrenders  to 
the  force  of  the  enemy,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  preventing  a  total 
dispossession.  I  omit  other  observations  which  have  been  urged 
and  have  their  force;  it  is  sufficient  that  the  variations  alluded  to 
stand  upon  grounds  of  a  most  distinguishable  nature. 

Upon  the  whole  view  of  the  case  as  it  concerns  the  goods  shipped 
at  Bordeaux,  I  am  of  opinion  that  they  are  liable  to  confiscation. 
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1800  I  do  not  know  that  any  decision  has  yet  been  pronounced  upon 

Auffuit  16,  ^j^  subject ;  but  till  I  am  better  instructed  by  the  judgment  of  a 

Thb  superior  tribimal  I  shall  continue  to  hold  that  I  am  not  authorised, 

*  either  by  general  legal  principles  applying  to  this  commerce  or  by 


SirW.  Soott.  ^}j^  letter  of  the  Kong's  instructions,  to  restore  goods,  although 
neutral  property,  passing  in  direct  voyages  between  the  mother 
coimtry  of  the  enemy  and  its  colonies.  I  see  no  favourable  dis- 
tinction between  an  outward  voyage  and  a  return  voyage.  I 
consider  the  intent  of  the  instruction  to  apply  equally  to  hoth 
communications,  though  the  return  voyage  is  the  only  one 
specifically  mentioned. 

The  only  remaining  question  respects  the  ship ;  it  belongs  to 
the  same  proprietors,  and  if  the  goods  could  be  considered  as  pro- 
perly contraband,  would  on  that  aocoimt  be  liable  to  confiscation, 
for  in  the  case  of  dear  contraband  this  is  the  dear  rule.  I  incline 
to  apply  a  more  favourable  one  in  the  present  case.  It  is  a  case  in 
which  a  neutral  might  more  easily  misapprehend  the  extent  of  his 
own  rights ;  it  is  a  case  of  less  simplicity,  and  in  which  he  acted 
without  the  notice  of  former  decisions  upon  the  subject.  The  ship 
came  from  Hamburg  in  the  commencement  of  the  voyage ;  she  was 
not  picked  up  for  this  particular  occasion,  but  was  intended  to  be 
employed  in  her  owner's  general  commerce.  Attending  to  these 
considerations,  I  shall  go  no  further  than  to  pronounce  for  a 
forfeiture  of  freight  and  expenses,  with  a  restitution  of  the  vessel. 

Cargo,  taken  in  at  Bordeaux,  condemned ;  ship  restored,  without 
freight  (a). 


(a)  On  the  same  day,  in  the  case 
of  the  Boae,  which  was  a  case  of  an 
American  ship  going  from  Amsterdam 
to  Ghiadaloupe,  with  an  assorted 
cargo,  claimed  on  behalf  of  American 
merchants. 

The  Court:  With  respect  to  this  case 
it  differs  only  from  the  last,  in  this 
circumstance :  that  it  ia  the  case  of  a 


voyage  from  one  enemy  colony  to  the 
colony  of  another  enemy  allied  in  the 
war.  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  does 
not  form  a  solid  distinction.  On  the 
principles  which  I  have  laid  down,  I 
think  it  would  be  impossible  to  main- 
tain the  rule  of  law  without  appl3ring 
it  also  in  this  extent. 

Sentence  the  same. 


THE  CHRISTOPHER.  225 


THE  OHEISTOPHEE.  [2  c.  Rob. 

210.] 

CondemnaHon — Enemy  Prize  Court — Captured  Ship  in  Port  of  AUy, 

A  sentence  of  an  enemy  Prize  Court  in  relation  to  a  captured  ship 
then  lying  in  the  i>ort  of  an  ally  is  yalid. 

This  was  a  case  of  a  British  prize  ship  taken  bj  the  French  and        1799 

Kooember  18. 


carried  into  the  Spanish  port  of  St.  Sebastian,  from  whence  the 
ship's  papers  were  transmitted  to  France,  and  a  sentence  of  con- 
demnation passed  at.Bayonne,  May  9th,  the  ship  still  lying  in  the 
Spanish  port.  The  ship  was  then  sold  to  the  present  claimant,  a 
merchant  of  Altona,  and  was  sailing  at  the  time  of  capture  (July, 
1799)  in  ballast  from  St.  Sebastian  to  Altona. 

Sib  W.  Scott. — ^This  is  a  case  materially  differing  from  those  in 
which  condenmation  has  passed  on  ships  carried  into  a  neutral 
country.  Those  proceedings  have  been  held  illegal,  principally 
because  it  was  not  to  be  presumed  that  a  neutral  goyemment  would 
so  far  depart  from  the  duties  of  neutrality  as  to  permit  the  exercise 
of  that  last  and  crowning  act  of  hostility,  if  I  may  so  express 
myself :  the  condemnation  of  the  property  of  one  belligerent  to  the 
other,  thereby  confirming  and  securing  him  in  the  acquisition  of 
his  enemy's  property  by  hostile  means.  But  this  will  not  hold 
good  with  respect  to  condemnations  passed  on  ships  brought  into 
the  ports  of  an  ally  in  the  war.  In  such  oases  there  is  nothing  to 
prevent  the  government  from  proceeding  to  that  last  act  of  hostility ; 
there  is  a  common  interest  between  them  on  the  subject,  and  both 
governments  may  be  presumed  to  authorize  any  measures  con- 
ducing to  give  effect  to  their  arms,  and  to  consider  each  other's 
ports  as  mutually  subservient.  I  am,  therefore,  inclined  to  hold 
such  a  condemnation  sufficient  in  regard  to  property  taken  in  the 
course  of  the  operations  of  a  common  war. 

As  the  facts  of  purchase  appear  to  be  sufficiently  proved  on  the 
further  proof  that  has  been  exhibited,  I  shall  decree  restitution  of 
this  ship  for  the  claimants. 

Ship  restored. 


R. 
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[2 O.Rob.  THE  PEESEYERANOE. 

289.] 

BestUutum — British  Ship^Wrongful  Sale  to  Neutral — Repairs — AmelioraUon, 

Ship  purchased  by  a  neutral  tinder  illegal  condemnation  in  Norway 
restored  to  original  owner :  allowance  made  under  special  circumstances 
for  sum  expended  by  purchaser  on  repairs. 

1799  This  was  a  case  of  a  ship  that  had  been  a  Britbh  prize,  sold 

"^^S™!^'  under  a  sentence  of  condenmation  in  Norway  to  a  Swedish  mer- 
Aug,  10, 1803.  chant,  and  was  seized  on  coming  to  the  Isle  of  Ghiemsej  on  the 
part  of  the  former  owner.  An  appearance  being  given  for  the 
neutral  purchaser,  it  was  submitted,  on  his  part,  that  if  the  vessel 
,  was  to  be  restored  to  the  former  owner  under  the  authority  of  the 
Flad  Oyen  (a),  it  was  still  but  reasonable  that  some  compensation 
should  be  made  for  considerable  repairs  which  the  ship  had  under- 
gone, in  the  possession  of  the  Swedish  purchaser,  to  the  amount 
of  206/. 

Sir  "W.  Soott. — ^It  is  a  general  rule,  imdoubtedly,  that  whoever 
purchases  under  an  illegal  title  does  it  at  his  own  peril,  and  must 
take  the  consequence  (both  in  his  purchase  and  in  his  own  subse- 
quent expenditure  upon  it)  of  his  inattention  to  his  own  security ; 
but  I  think  this  was  not  a  title  so  notoriously  bad,  at  the  time 
when  this  purchase  was  made,  as  to  bring  it  fairly  under  the  appli* 
cation  of  the  general  rule  to  its  utmost  extent. 

The  Court  has  had  occasion  to  inquire  into  the  validity  of  such 
purchases,  and  has,  upon  a  regular  discussion,  pronounced  them 
invalid;  and  if,  henceforth,  neutrals  shall  continue  to  purchase 
under  such  flimsy  titles,  they  must  take  the  consequences  of  their 
own  imprudence.  But  it  may  be  too  much  to  apply  this  maxim 
without  any  alleviation  to  a  person  who  has  heretofore  bought 
under  a  practice,  which,  though  illegal,  was  too  prevalent  in  some 
ports  of  the  north  of  Europe.  It  appears  that  a  sum  of  money 
has  been  expended  on  the  repairs  of  this  vessel  by  which  the 
claimant  will  be  benefited,  though  not  to  the  amount  of  the  sum 
laid  out.    Something  must  be  allowed  for  wear  and  tear;  and 

(a)  Afde^  p.  78. 
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besides,  the  party  who  has  expended  this  sum  has  had  the  use  of        1799 

the  vessel  in  the  meantime.    I  shall  therefore  not  allow  the  whole  ^^^^^^  ^^' 

sum,  but  I  shall  take  a  moiety ;  and  I  shall  allow  that  in  con-  Th»  I*™- 

sideration  of  the  benefit  which  the  original  owners  are  likely  to        

receive  from  the  amelioration.  ^    ' 

Sum  claimed,  205/. 
Decreed,  102/.  10«. 

Ship  restored  to  the  former  owner  on  salvage. 


THE  CAPE  OF  GOOD  HOPE  '^^?74o'^* 

AND  ITS  DEPENDENCIES. 

Prize — Tranaporis — Bight  to  Share — Military  Character, 

Transports  are  not  primarily  entitled  to  share  in  a  prize  taken  by  a 
squadron  to  which  they  are  attached.  But  they  may  acquire  an  interest 
in  a  prize  if  they  have  been  given  a  military  character,  and  become 
associated  with  a  fighting  squadron  with  an  aniimu  cajcnendi. 

This  was  a  case  of  an  allegation  given  on  the  part  of  the        1799 
Admiralty,  claiming  an  interest  in  the  capture  of  the  Cape  of  Good  ^^^^J^^ ' 
Sope,  in  virtue  of  several  non-commissioned  East  India  ships,  -^gy  24, 1802. 
asserted  to  have  assisted  in  that  enterprise. 

Sir  W.  Scxxtt. — This  question  arises  on  the  daim  of  certain 
East  India  ships,  or  rather  of  the  Admiralty  on  their  behalf,  to 
share  in  the  capture  made  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  It  appears 
by  reference  to  the  gazettes,  and  in  the  allegation,  and  in  aU  the 
evidence,  as  far  as  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  state  it,  that  these 
ships  were  employed  to  carry  a  number  of  troops  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.  The  greatest  part  of  the  naval  operations  necessary 
for  the  reduction  of  that  colony  had  been  performed  before  the 
arrival  of  these  ships ;  and  there  appears  to  have  been  only  one 
particular  piece  of  military  service  performed  on  the  part  of  the 
navy  after  their  arrival,  and  on  which  only  one  of  these  ships  was 
employed :  that  vessel  will  undoubtedly  be  allowed  to  share.  As 
to  the  rest,  although  it  must  be  admitted  on  all  sides  that  the  East 
India  Company  have  performed  services  in  respect  to  this  expedi- 
tion which  may  entitle  them  to  the  thanks  of  their  country,  yet- 
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1799  the  question  of  legal  merit,  whether  they  will  be  entitled  to  share 
December  10.  j^  j^^q  prooeods  pf  this  prize,  will  depend  on  very  different  con- 
ThbCapbop   siderations. 

It  is  not  stated  in  what  way  the  agreement  was  made  with  these 
ships,  whether  it  was  to  act  in  a  military  capacity  or  not ;  if  it 
was  to  act  in  a  military  character,  that  might  nearly  decide  the 
question.  But  nothing  is  said  on  this  subject  in  the  plea,  and 
therefore  I  must  infer  that  no  such  ground  of  pretension  could  be 
sustained.  All  that  is  said  is  ^Hhat  they  carried  out  General 
Clarke  and  his  troops."  It  is  perfectiy  clear  that,  at  the  time  of 
leaving  the  coasts  of  Brazil,  it  was  perfectly  imknown  to  these 
ships  for  what  attack  these  troops  were  oonveyiog ;  whether,  by 
virtue  of  their  contract,  they  were  to  stay  at  any  place,  or  come 
away  after  the  troops  were  landed  at  such  place,  is  wrapped  in 
complete  silence ;  and  therefore,  for  want  of  any  more  particular 
description,  I  can  look  only  to  their  general  character,  which  is  that 
of  merchant  vessels  commissioned  against  the  French,  but  having 
no  commission  against  that  enemy  who  was  the  particular  object 
of  this  expedition.  Whatever  their  force  may  have  been,  I  do  not 
see  that  they  can  be  considered  in  their  original  character  as  more 
than  transport  vessels,  liable  to  be  called  upon  occasionally  to  act 
with  alacrity  and  vigour  (for  British  vessels  of  any  character  are 
liable  to  be  so  called  upon  on  extraordinary  occasions  of  public 
necessity),  but  not  deriving  from  that  circumstance,  as  far  as  this 
expedition  was  concerned,  any  title  to  invest  them  with  a  military 
character,  for  the  mere  conveyance  of  troops  would  have  no  such 
effect.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  true  that  a  military  character  might 
be  afterwards  impressed  upon  them  by  the  nature  and  course  of 
their  subsequent  employment.  If  they  have  been  associated  to  act 
in  conjunction  with  the  King's  fleet,  and  did  so  act,  they  may 
acquire  an  interest  which,  on  proper  application,  will  be  sure  to 
meet  vrith  due  attention.  The  question  for  me  to  consider,  then, 
will  be  whether  they  have  acquired  that  military  character  or  not. 
Their  pretensions  have  been  put  on  several  groimds.  It  is  first 
said  that  they  were  associated  with  the  fleet ;  mere  association  will 
not  do.  The  plea  must  go  further  and  show  in  what  capacity  they 
were  associated,  and  that  capacity  must  be  directiy  military. 
Transports  are  associated  with  fleets  and  armies  for  various  purposes 
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conneoted  with  or  subservient  to  the  military  uses  of  those  fleets        1799 
and  armies.     But  if  they  are  transports  merely,  and  as  such  are   ^^^^^^'^^  ^Q- 
employed  simply  in  the  transportation  of  stores  or  men,  they  do  Thb  Cape  of 

,  ,  u    Gk)OD  Hope. 

not  Tiae  above  their  proper  meroantile  character  in  consequence  of 
such  an  employment.  The  employment  must  be  that  of  an  imme- 
diate application  to  the  purposes  of  direct  military  operations  in 
which  they  are  to  take  a  port. 

It  is  next  placed  on  the  ground  of  intimidation,  and  it  is  said  that 
when  the  enemy  is  proved  to  have  been  intimidated,  where  it  is  not 
matter  of  inference  but  of  actual  proof y  the  assistance  arising  from 
intimidation  is  not  to  be  considered  as  constructive  merely,  but  an 
actual  and  effective  co-operation.  But  I  take  that  not  to  be  quite 
correct,  for  a  hundred  instances  might  be  mentioned  in  which  actual 
intimidation  might  be  produced  without  any  co-operation  having 
been  given.  Suppose  the  case  of  a  small  frigate  going  to  attack  an 
enemy's  vessel,  and  four  or  five  large  merchant  ships,  unconscious 
of  the  transaction,  should  appear  in  sight.  They  might  be  objects 
of  terror  to  the  enemy,  but  no  one  would  say  that  such  a  terror 
would  entitle  them  to  share ;  though  the  fact  of  terror  was  ever  so 
strongly  proved,  there  would  not  be  that  co-operation,  nor  that 
active  assistance,  which  the  law  requires  to  entitle  non-commissioned 
vessels  to  be  considered  as  joint  captors.  What  is  the  intimidation 
alleged  ?  "  That  the  Dutch  forces  were  about  to  make  an  attack 
on  the  British  army,  but  on  the  appearance  of  these  fourteen  ships 
desisted."  This  was  an  intimidation,  of  which  the  ships  were 
totally  unconscious,  and  which  would  have  been  just  as  effectually 
produced  by  a  fleet  of  mere  transports ;  and  I  see  no  principle  on 
which  I  could  pronounce  these  ships  entitled  on  which  I  should 
not  be  also  obliged  to  pronounce  any  fleet  of  merchantmen  entitled 
in  a  similttr  situation,  for  any  number  of  large  ships,  known  to  be 
British  and  not  known  to  be  merchantmen,  would  have  produced 
the  same  effect.  The  intimidation  was  entirely  passive ;  there  was 
no  animus  nor  design  on  their  part,  nor  even  knowledge  of  the 
fact,  for  it  was  not  till  the  next  day,  when  their  commodore  re- 
turned from  Lord  Keith,  that  they  knew  anything  of  the  matter, 
or  ever  thought  of  the  terror  that  they  had  assisted  in  exciting.  I 
take  it  to  be  incontrovertibly  true,  that  no  case  can  be  alleged  in 
which  a  terror  so  excited  has  been  held  to  enure  to  the  benefit 
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1799         of  a  non-coinmissioned  vessel.    Another  ground  on  which  it  is 

^     *_  put,  and  which  it  may  be  proper  for  me  to  advert  to,  is  the 

^bCapbov  ground  of  analogy.     That  it  is  a  case  of  assistance,  analogous 
Good  .Uopb* 

to    that  of    joint   chasing,   on  which    it    is    said    to  be  suffi- 

•   cient  if  the  non-commissioned  ship  puts  itself  in  motion;  and 

the  oases  of  the  Ticee  Oesmter{a)  in  the  last  war,  and  the  Le 


(a)  This  was  a  case  of  a  Dutch  ship 
taken  Slst  December,  1780. 

The  circumstances  of  the  case  were 

that  on  the  morning  of  the  Slst  the 

prize  in  question  of  300  tons  and 

16  men  was  discovered  by  two  armed 

cruiserSi  the  Providence  and  Spitfire, 

each  manned  with  16  men  (the  Provi- 

dence  being  commissioned,  and  the 

Spitfire  not  commissioned,    against 

the  Dutch),  when  they  immediately 

chased;  the  Providence  first  reached 

the  prize ;  the  Spitfire  being  then 

distant  about  one  English  mile  soon 

afterwards  came  up,  and  immediately 

afterwards  the  prize  was  seized  by 

the  Providence  and  the  Spitfire,  her 

prisoners  and  papers  secured,  some 

in  the  Providence,  and  some  in  the 

Spitfire,  and  the  master  of  the  Spit^ 

fire  was  put  on  board  the  prize  with 

several  men,  and  the  Providence  left 

the  prize  with  the  Spitfire  to  convey 

her  to  Dartmouth. 

These  facts  were  acknowledged, 
and  the  Spitfire  was  allowed  to  have 
been  a  joint  chaser  by  the  Providence, 

The  sentence  of  the  Judge  of 
the  High  Court  of  Admiralty,  2l8t 
June,  1783,  pronounced  the  Provi- 
dence to  be  tJie  captor,  but  that  the 
Spitfire  was  aiding  and  abetting,  and 
decreed  the  Spitfire  to  take  half  the 
share  she  would  have  been  entitled 
to  had  she  had  a  commission  against 
the  Dutch. 

This  part  of  the  sentence  being 
appealed  from  on  the  part  of  the 
Providence,  the  Proctor  of  the  Admi- 
ralty   intervened,    16th    February, 


1785,  and  prayed  that  such  part  of 
the  prize  as  the  Spitfire  would  have 
been  entitled  to,  if  commissioned, 
might  be  condemned  as  a  droit  of 
Admiralty. 

On  the  8th  of  March,  1785,  the 
Lords  of  Appeal  pronounced  for  the 
interest  of  the  King,  in  his  office  of 
Admiral,  and  that  such  proportion 
of  the  prize  as  would  have  belonged 
to  the  Spitfire,  if  commissioned,  was 
liable  to  confiscation  as  a  droit  and 
perquisite  of  Admiralty,  and  con- 
demned the  prize  **a3  taken  hy  the 
private  ship  of  war  the  Providence, 
and  the  non-commissioned  ship  the 
Spitfire,*^  and  directed  the  same  to 
be  shared  in  proportion  accordingly. 
Present :  Lord  Camden,  Lord 
Grantly,  Sir  Joseph  Yorke,  Sir 
Lloyd  Kenyon  (Master  of  the  Bolls). 

A  circumstance  not  unworthy  of 
notice  in  this  case,  though  not  affect- 
ing the  judgment,  was  that  it  was 
stated  on  the  part  of  the  Spitfire, 
**  that  on  the  commencement  of  hos- 
tilities against  the  Dutch,  the  owners 
of  the  Spitfire  fitted  her  out  as  a 
private  ship  of  war,  sent  her  on  a 
cruise  against  his  Majesty's  enemies, 
and  applied  for  letters  of  marque; 
that  the  Commissioners  of  the  Ad- 
miralty granted  a  warrant  to  the 
judge  of  the  Admiralty  to  issue 
letters  of  marque  and  general 
reprisal  against  the  Dutch,  to  Tes- 
sier,  the  master  of  the  Spitfire,  on 
the  29th  of  December,  1780 ;  but  by 
reason  of  the  then  great  flood  of 
business  in  the  Admiralty  Court,  the 


THE  CAPE  OF  GOOD  HOPE. 


231 


Franc  (a),  have  been  relied  upon.    I  see  no  ground  on  which  the        1799 
analogy  can  be  supported ;  the  oases  cited  were  of  a  very  different   ^^^^^  ^^' 

The  Caps  07 
and  the  QlatUm,  but  condemned  the  GoodHopb. 
OlattonU  share  as  a  droit  and  per-  Sir  "W,  Soott. 


letters  of  marque  oonld  not  be  ob- 
tained nnder  seal,  till  the  1st  day  of 
January,  1781,  and  that  this  capture 
was  made  on  the  31st  December." 

This  was  stated  among  other  points 
in  the  prcesertim  of  appeal,  but  the 
daim  of  the  non-commissioned  captor 
was  not  allowed.  From  which  it 
appears  that  the  endeavours  of  the 
party  to  obtain  his  commission,  aided 
even  by  the  warrant  of  the  Lords  of 
the  Admiralty  for  its  passing,  will 
not  be  sufficient  to  Test  any  interest 
on  intermediate  captures  till  the 
commission  is  actually  issued, 
(a)  The  Le  Franc. 
This  was  a  French  East  India  ship 
taken  by  several  vessels  composing 
part  of  a  British  East  India  fleet, 
24th  June,  1793. 

Of  the  ships  in  question,  the  OkU- 
ton.  Captain  Drummond,  had  not 
taken  out  a .  letter  of  marque ;  the 
others  were  commissioned  as  private 
ships  of  war. 

On  the  part  of  the  QlaUon  an 
appearance  was  given,  praying  a  de- 
cision on  the  interests  on  the  question 
of  law.  The  facts  being  admitted  on 
all  sides  "  that  she  was  not  a  com- 
missioned ship,  and  that  she  was 
materially  instrumental  to  the  cap- 
ture," the  Proctor  of  the  Admiralty 
appeared  for  the  King  in  his  office  of 
Admiralty,  praying  that  such  pro- 
portion of  the  prize  in  question  as 
would  have  been  condemned  to  the 
QJattonf  if  she  had  been  a  commis- 
sioned ship,  might  be  pronounced 
liable  to  confiscation  to  the  King  in 
his  office  of  Admiralty  as  a  droit  and 
perquisite  of  Admiralty. 

The  sentence  of  the  High  Court  of 
Admiralty  condemned  the  prize  as 
taken  by  six  private  ships  of  war, 


quisite  of  Admiralty. 

The  facts  as  to  the  situation  and 
merits  of  the  QlaUon  are  thus  repre- 
sented in  the  words  of  the  certificate 
of  the  commanders  of  the  six  private 
ships  of  war  presented  to  the  Lords 
of  the  Admiralty  annexed  to  the 
memorial  on  the  part  of  the  QlaiUmy 
praying  to  be  rewarded : — 

'<We,  the  subscribed  commanders 
of  the  six  duly  commissioned  private 
ships  of  war,  which  with  the  non- 
commissioned ship  Olatton,  Charles 
Drummond,    commander,    captured 
the  French  prize  Le  Franc,  do  hereby 
certify,  that  at  daylight  on  the  24th 
of  June,  1793,  the  OlaMon  was  from 
10  to  15  miles  to  windward  of  our 
ships,  and  at  the  same  time  the  prize 
was    upon    the    GlaU<m*$    weather 
quarter,  distant  about  three  miles 
steering  to  the  northward;  Captain 
Drummond  thereupon  (supposing  her 
to  be  an  enemy)  kept  the  wind  until 
he  found  the  QlaUon  could  weather 
her,  and  then  wore  and  chased  the 
prize  until  she  was  brought  to  by  the 
CereSf  and  some  of  the  other  ships. 
And  we  do  further  certify,  that  had 
the  QlaUon  not  been  to  windward,  it 
would  have  been  impossible  for  the 
other  ships  to  have  come  up  with 
the   prize,  as  when  she   had   dis- 
covered the   ships  to  leeward,  she 
might  have  kept  to  windward  and 
got  off  had  she  not  been  prevented 
by  the  QlaUon,    Witness  our  hands 
the  25th  day  of  March,  1795." 

In  the  same  case  a  claim  was  given 
for  the  Barwel,  and  several  other 
ships  of  this  fleet,  stating,  **  that  they 
sailed  as  an  asBodaied  and  confederated 
fleet  for  mutual  defence  by  particular 
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1799         nature ;  in  both  of  them  the  non-commissioned  ships  chased  animo 
December  10.   capimdiy  and  contributed  materially,  in  the  case  of  the  Le  Franc j 


Thb  Cape  op  directly  and  immediately,  to  the  act  of  capture.     In  the  present 

Good  Hops.  ..  ,  .  i     ••    ..    .     i  ,t  ^     »  ,-1      A  n 

case  these  ships  approached,  it  is  true,  the  coast  of  the  Cape  of 

*    Good  Hope,  but  with  no  animus  capiendo  with  no  hostile  purpose 
entertained  by  themselves ;   for  they  were  totally  ignorant  of  the 
objects  of  the  expedition.    It  is,  moreover,  obvious  to  remark,  that 
all  cases  of  joint  chasing  at  sea  differ  so  materially  from  the  cases 
of  conjunct  operations  at  land,  that  they  are  with  great  danger  of 
inaccuracy  applied  to  illustrate  each  other.     In  joint  chasing  at 
sea  there  is  the  overt  act  of  pursuing,  by  which  the  design  and 
actual  purpose  of  the  party  may  be  ascertained,  and  much  intimi- 
dation may  be  produced ;  but  in  cases  of  conjunct  operations  at 
land,  it  is  not  the  mere  intrusion  even  of  a  commissioned  ship  that 
would  entitle  parties  to  share.     The  words  of  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment direct,  "That  in  all  conjoint  expeditions  of  the  navy  and  army 
against  any  fortress  upon  the  land  directed  by  instructions  from 
his  Majesty,  the  flag  and  general  officers,  and  commanders,  and 
other  officers,  seamen,  marines  and  soldiers,  shall  have  such  pro- 
portionable interest  and  property  as  his  Majesty  imder  his  sign 
manual  shall  think  fit  to  order  and  direct."     The  interest  of  the 
prize  is  given  to  the  fleet  and  army,  and  it  would  not  be  the  mere 
voluntary  interposition  of  a  privateer  that  would  entitle  her  to 
share.     It  would  be  a  very  inconvenient  doctrine  that  private  ships 
of  war,  by  watching  an  opportunity  and  intruding  themselves  into 
an  expedition,  which  the  public  authority  had  in  no  degree  com- 
mitted to  them,  should  be  at  liberty  to  say,  "  we  will  co-operate ; " 
and  that  they  should  be  permitted  to  derive  ah  interest  from  such 
a  spontaneous  act  to  the  disadvantage  of  those  to  whom  the  service 
was  originally  entrusted.     Expeditions  of  this  kind,  designed  by 


direction  of  the  East  India  Company ; 
that  they  were  all  together  on  the 
evening  of  the  23rd  June,  1793; 
that  during  the  night  some  of  the 
ships  had  separated;  that  on  the 
morning  of  the  24th,  about  six  o'clock, 
the  Barwel  perceived  one  of  the  said 
ships  to  the  eastward ;  that  the  com- 
modore made  signal  to  the  Barwel  to 


chase;  that  after  chasing  three  hours 
she  came  completely  in  sight  of  the 
said  ships  that  had  separated,  and 
when  she  came  up  with  them,  &c., 
she  found  they  had  taken  the  prize 
in  question.'* 

The  daim  on  the  part  of  these  ships 
was  rejected. 
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the  immediate  authority  of  the  state,  belong  exdnaively  to  its  own        1799 
instruments  whom  it  has  selected  for  the  purpose ;  and  it  might  be   ^^^^^^^*^^  ^^- 
attended  with  very  grave  obstruction  to  the  public  service  of  the   Thb  Capb  op 

country  if  private  individuals  could  intrude  themselves  into  such        

undertciings  uninvited  and  under  colour  of  their  letter  of  marque.  °^^'  °^^^' 

I  think,  therefore,  that  the  cases  of  chasing  at  sea  and  of  conjunct 

operations  at  land  stand  on  different  principles,  and  that  there  is 

little  analogy  which  can  make  them  clearly  applicable  to  each 

other.    It  is  next  said  that  they  were  directed  to  hoist  pennants ; 

and  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  a  very  high  military  (a)  officer  in  a 

former  case  that  the  permission  to  wear  the  pennant  did  give  the 

character  of  a  King's  ship ;  but  the  decision,  in  the  very  case  in 

which  that  opinion  was  oflfered  (in  the  capture  of  Negapatam),  held 

that  a  ship,  which  in  that  case  had  worn  a  pennant,  was  not  to  be 

considered  in  a  military  character,  but  as  a  transport ;  the  mere 

circumstance,  therefore,  that  these  ships,  which  were  large  ships, 

and  had  before  carried  pennants,  and  had  taken  them  down  only 

out  of  respect  to  the  King's  ships,  and  were  desired  to  hoist  them 

again,  I  cannot  hold  to  be  a  sufficient  proof  that  they  were  by  that 

act  taken  and  adopted  into  the  military  character.     I  can  attribute 

no  such  effect  to  a  mere  act  of  civility  and  condescension. 

In  the  next  place,  it  is  argued  that  these  ships  were  actually 
employed  in  military  service,  although  there  is  no  such  averment 
in  the  plea.  It  comes  out  in  evidence  only  (by  which  I  must 
observe  the  other  pariy  is  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  counter- 
pleading) that  their  boats  were  employed  in  carrying  provisions 
and  military  stores  on  shore ;  that  was  a  service  certainly,  but  not 
a  service  beyond  the  common  extent  of  transport  duty.  They 
landed  them,  probably  at  the  same  time  with  the  troops  for  whose 
use  they  were  intended ;  and  if  not  at  the  same  time,  still  it  is  no 
more  than  what  they  were  bound  to  do  with  the  stores  and  provi- 
sions they  carried. 

It  is  likewise  said  that  they  received  military  orders,  and  if  that 

(a)  The  Advocate  of  the  Admiralty  opinion,  **  that  the  permission  of  the 

had  said,  during  the  cause,  that  in  admiral  of  the  fleet  to  merchant  ves- 

the  case  of  Negapatam,  he  had  waited  sels  to  wear  pennants  was  considered 

on  Lord  Hood,  and  had  received  his  as  an  act  adopting  them  into  the 

lordship's  authority  to  state  it,  as  his  £ing*s  service  for  that  occasion." 


Sir  W.  Scott. 
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1799         fact  was  sufficiently  proved  it  might  be  material ;  but  it  is  observ- 

able  that  not  a  single  order  is  pleaded  in  the  allegation  except  in 

Jta  q^  OF  respect  to  the  Bombay  Castle.  That  vessel,  it  appears,  was  sent 
under  military  orders  to  create  a  diversion ;  and  I  think  I  do  not 
give  too  much  to  that  ship  when  I  say  that  this  circumstance  was 
sufficient  to  clothe  her  with  a  military  character,  being  engaged  in 
a  military  employment  and  exposed  to  danger :  but  it  is  argued 
that  because  orders  were  given  to  man  this  ship  by  detachments 
from  the  rest,  that  it  wiU  make  the  whole  fleet  entitled  to  be  con- 
sidered as  acting  likewise  in  a  military  capacity.  Taking  it  upon 
the  argument  that  this  was  done  by  orders  directly  from  Lord 
Keith,  I  cannot  think  it  would  have  that  effect ;  for,  in  the  first 
place,  can  it  be  denied  that  a  commander-in-chief  might  exercise  a 
power  of  impressing  a  number  of  their  crews  without  giving  to 
those  ships  anything  of  a  military  character  P  It  is  within  the 
power  of  commanders  on  maritime  expeditions  to  press  persons  of 
that  description  to  assist  in  any  particular  service  in  such  a  case  of 
public  emergency.  But  no  such  orders  are  pleaded,  nor  by  any 
means  proved  to  have  been  given.  The  communication  waa  carried 
on  between  Lord  Keith  and  one  particular  person.  Captain  Bees, 
in  the  same  manner  as  it  would  have  been  done  if  they  had  been 
mere  transport  vessels ;  and  the  only  order  mentioned  was  that  the 
crew  of  the  Bombay  Castle  should  be  increased. 

The  next  military  orders  that  are  relied  on  are  those  for  a  draft 
of  twenty  men  from  each  ship,  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  the 
artillery,  &a,  and  I  think  the  same  observation  would  apply  to 
these  also ;  for  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  in  a  remote 
expedition  like  this  the  conmianders  of  his  Majesty's  forces  have 
a  right  to  call  into  their  service  for  such  puTi)ose  the  assistance  of 
British  mariners,  and  I  hope  and  trust  the  time  will  never  come 
when  British  marinera  will  think  they  are  called  beyond  the  line 
of  their  duty  when  they  receive  an  order  to  that  effect.  The  fact 
is  that  it  was  done  rather  by  invitation,  as  a  better  mode  of  doiug 
it,  and  the  wordp  of  Captain  B«es'  deposition  describe  it  as  an 
address  for  volunteers  rather  than  as  an  exercise  of  authority  and 
command.  These  are  the  whole  military  services  with  the  excep- 
tion of  those  indefinite  services  on  which  much  argument  has  been 
bestowed;  I  mean  those  referred  to  in  Lord  Keith's  letter,  in 
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which  Lord  Keith  acknowledges  that  these  transports  had  contri-        1799 
buted  to  the  surrender.    In  the  first  place,  a  letter  of  that  kind, 


SirW.  Soott. 


written  in  the  moment  of  victory,  should  not  be  too  strictly  inter-  l^jj^^p^' 
preted  as  conveying  any  opinion  of  the  writer  on  the  minute  parts 
of  the  transaction.  Taking  it,  however,  to  be  as  argued,  that  it 
does  show  his  sentiments  at  that  moment  on  the  matter,  it  is  by 
no  means  condnBive  upon  the  question.  It  might  be  erroneous  in 
fact ;  much  less  can  it  be  considered  as  conclusive  in  point  of  law. 
Lord  Keith  is  not  the  only  party.  On  the  facts,  it  is  not  conclu- 
sive against  others ;  and  on  the  law,  it  is  not  conclusive  against 
himself ;  for  if  he  should  be  found  to  be  mistaken  as  to  the  legal 
effect  of  such  services,  who  would  say  that  he  would  be  concluded 
by  this  admission  P  However,  looking  at  the  letter  carefully,  I  do 
not  see  that  Lord  Keith  might  not  have  written  just  in  the  same 
manner  to  a  fleet  of  trcmsports  doing  their  duty  with  alacrity  and 
zeal,  as  a  general  expression  of  thanks  for  the  performance  of 
those  services  in  which  they  had  been  respectively  employed. 

Upon  the  whole  of  these  facts,  I  feel  myself  obliged  to  pronounce 
that  it  has  not  been  shown  that  these  ships  set  out  in  an  original 
military  character,  or  that  any  military  character  has  been  subse- 
quently impressed  upon  them  by  the  nature  and  course  of  their  em- 
ployment ;  and  therefore,  however  meritorious  their  services  may 
have  been,  and  however  entitled  they  may  be  to  the  gratitude  of  their 
country,  it  will  not  entitle  them  to  share  in  this  valuable  capture. 


THE  FEATJ  MAEIA.  [2  c.  Rob. 

292.] 
Practice — MarakaPa   Expenses — Commission    of  Aj>praisement — Liability   of 
Captor, 

A  commission  of  appraisement  and  sale  is  an  instrument,  in  the  first 
instance,  taken  out  by  captors,  and  they  primarily  are  answerable  for 
the  expense  of  the  same. 

This  was  a  motion  for  a  new  commission  of  appraisement        1799 
on  the  part  of  the  claimant,   on   suggestion  that  the  former  ^^^^^^^  IQ- 
commission  had  not  been  executed  by  the  Marshal,  as  he  had 
refused  to  return  the  commission  till  his  expenses  were  paid.    It 
was  said  that  the  commission  of  appraisement  was  an  instrument 
taken  out  by  the  captors,  and  therefore  that  the  expenses  ought  to 
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1799         be  paid,  in  the  first  instance,  by  them  ;  that  the  cause  of  this  delay 

December  16.   j^^^  }yQQn  unknown  to  the  claimants ;  that  1ihey  would  have  been 

The        ready  at  aU  times  to  advance  the  expenses  to  have  prevented  the 

delay,  by  which  the  cargo  had  sustained  a  deterioration  of  40  per 

cent. 

The  King^s  Advocate  resisted  the  motion,  saying  that  the  delay 
complained  of  could  not  have  happened  but  by  the  laches  of  the 
claimants,  who  were  the  persons  to  look  to  the  due  execution  of 
commission. 

Court. — ^It  must  be  allowed,  I  think,  that  the  parties  in  this  case 
are  in  pari  delicto :  but  I  am  desirous  of  laying  down  some  rule  to 
prevent  the  same  inconvenience  from  happening  in  future.  I  am 
of  opinion  that  the  captor  is  the  person  who  is  to  make  the  pay- 
ment in  the  first  instance.  He  is  the  person  who  puts  the  com- 
mission into  the  hands  of  the  officer,  and  desires  him  to  execute  it. 
By  whom  are  the  other  fees  of  office  paid  P 

Registrar. — ^By  the  captor. 

Court. — Then  what  ground  is  there  to  pretend  that  there  should 
be  any  distinction  P  That  the  claimant  may  be  ultimately  in- 
terested is  a  matter  of  future  consideration.  It  may  be  proper 
that  the  captor  should  be  indemnified;  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
captor  is  answerable  in  the  first  instance,  and  I  cannot  conceive 
that  the  Marshal  is  bound  to  look  elsewhere.  Where  it  is  done  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  claimant,  that  will  be  a  matter  to  be 
settled  between  them ;  but  I  shall  certainly  hold  that  the  captor  is 
liable  for  the  expenses  in  the  first  instance,  though  they  may  be 
ultimately  to  be  divided  between  both  parties.  I  shall  direct  a 
new  appraisement  in  this  case,  and,  as  the  commission  is  prayed  by 
the  claimant  in  this  instance,  it  must  be  nt  his  expense ;  but  in 
future  cases  it  must  be  as  I  have  intimated. 


THE  SPECULATION.  237 


Deeemb&r  16. 


THE  SPECTJLATION.  [2  o.  Rob. 

293.] 
Capture — Adjudication — Irregtdarity  oj  Procedure — Captors  deprived  of  CoeU. 

Irregularity  in  bringing  evidenoe  before  the  Oonrt  is  ground  for 
depriving  captors  of  costs* 

This  was  a  oase  of  a  Damsh  vessel,  taken  on  a  voyage  from        1799 
Bankirk  to  Bordeauz,  13th   June,  1799,  and  daimed,  together 

with  the  oargo,  for Lund,  described  in  some  of  the  papers  as 

master  of  the  vessel. 

During  the  argument. 

Court. — I  perceive  these  examinations  are  taken  at  Jersey. 
The  commissioners  must  understand  that  this  is  not  the  proper 
mode  of  proceeding.  After  the  depositions  have  been  taken  and 
tnmsmitted,  the  commissioners  are  not  to  go  on  examining  after- 
wards; neither  is  it  proper  that  the  captor  should  take  out  the 
whole  of  the  crew,  and  then  come  in  afterwards  with  a  subsequent 
examination.    I  shall  pay  no  attention  to  this  man's  evidence. 

[After  dealing  with  the  facts,  the  Court  proceeded.] 

The  third  deposition  is  stated  to  have  been  taken  at  the  instance 
of  tiie  captors,  and  it  now  appears  that  they  took  out  all  but  two 
persons  from  the  captured  ship.  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  to 
leave  only  two  persons  has  the  appearance  of  something  very  like 
a  management  and  a  tampering  with  the  evidenoe.  From  the 
return  of  the  commission  it  does  not  appear  that  there  might  not 
have  been  more  than  two  on  board,  therefore  it  remarns  wholly  un- 
explained how  this  evidence  has  been  taken  and  introduced  out  of 
due  time.  I  desire  it  may  be  intimated  to  the  commissioners  that 
they  have  not  acted  regularly,  and  that  in  future  they  are  not  to 
show  so  much  facility  to  captors  if  such  a  thing  should  ever  be 
required  of  them  again.  After  this  view  of  the  case  I  am  not  dis- 
posed to  aid  the  captors  more  than  I  am  compelled  to  do.  As  tax 
OS  the  Court  has  any  discretion  they  shall  have  no  favour ;  the 
attempt  to  introduce  evidence  irregulcurly  taken  and  liable  to  the 
suspicion  of  being  imduly  obtained  will  always  work  that  conse- 
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1799  quenoe  at  least.  As  to  the  property  of  the  ship  no  doubt  is  raised, 
December  16.    ^^^  ^^  cargo  does  not  appear  liable  to  any  solid  objection.    I  am 

Thh  not  disposed,  therefore,  to  order  further  proof ;  and  I  am  further  of 
opinion  that  the  captors  are  not  entitled  to  that  protection  which 
the  Court  would  otherwise  have  given  them  on  a  seizure  of  this 
nature,  by  directing  the  claimant  to  pay  their  costs. 


[2  0.  Eob.  THE  CALYPSO. 

298.] 

Blockade — Notification — Loading  of  Cargo — Condemnation* 

The  oontinued  loading  of  cargo  after  notice  of  a  blockade  may  be  pre- 
sumed to  haye  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  master  or  agent  of  the  ship 
renders  her  liable  to  condemnation. 

1799  This  was  a  case  arising  on  the  blockade  of  the  TTnited  Provinces, 

1  respecting  the  time  allowed  for  the  communication  of  intelligence 

and  the  consequence  of  taking  in  a  cargo  after  due  notice  of  the 
blockade.  It  appeared  that  the  ship  sailed  from  Botterdam  on  the 
4th  of  May,  that  the  cargo  had  been  begun  to  be  laden  on  the 
4th  of  April,  and  that  remaining  parts  were  taken  in  so  late  as 
the  20th. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — I  think  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  saying  that 
the  notification  of  the  blockade  must  have  been  known  at  Rotter- 
dam on  the  16th  of  April,  as  it  has  appeared  in  evidence  in 
another  cause  that  it  was  known  to  the  Prussian  Consul  at 
Amsterdam  on  the  12th.  I  am  therefore  compelled  to  say  that 
the  continuing  to  take  in  a  cargo  after  the  time  when  the  party 
W61S  bound  to  take  notice  of  the  notification  of  blockade  will  be 
sufficient  to  render  the  ship  liable  to  condemnation.  This  is  the 
determination  which  I  am  bound  to  make  in  conformity  to  the 
principles  which  I  have  before  laid  down  on  the  subject  of 
blockade. 


THE  WAR  ONSKAN. 
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Becapture — Neutral  Property — Salvage* 

Salvage,  not  fonnorly  given  on  recapture  of  neutral  property,  given, 
owing  to  the  rapacions  proceedings  of  French  croisers  and  French 
Courts  of  prize. 

This  was  a  case  of  a  Swedish  ship,  taken  by  the  Frenoh  on  a 
voyage  to  Oporto^  and  retaken  by  a  British  oroiser^  Ootober  2QQi^ 
1799. 

In  opposition  to  the  demand  of  salvage,  whioh  had  been  allowed 
in  various  instances  daring  the  present  war,  it  was  said,  that  it  had 
not  been  the  praetioe  of  former  wars  to  grant  salvage  on  the 
recapture  of  neutral  property ;  that  in  the  present  case  there  was 
the  less  reason  for  it,  as  the  vessel  was  seized  only  on  account  of 
the  cargo,  which,  according  to  the  French  laws,  would  be  a  cause 
of  inquiry  only  and  not  of  condemnation ;  and  that  the  French 
prize  master  had  expressly  engaged  that  the  vessel  should  be 
restored. 

Sir  W.  Soott. — I  do  not  mean  to  lay  down  any  general  rule  on 
this  subject,  nor  am  I  so  fond  of  doing  that  as  gentlemen  may  be 
ready  to  prqpose  it.  It  has  certainly  been  the  practice  of  this 
Court  lately  to  grant  salvage  on  recapture  of  neutral  property  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  French ;  and  I  see  no  reason  at  the  present 
moment  to  depart  from  it.  I  know  perfectly  well  that  it  is  not 
the  modem  practice  of  the  law  of  nations  (a)  to  grant  salvage  on 


[2  C.  Bob. 
299.] 


(a)  In  the  early  periods  of  English 
history  (and  perhaps  much  later) 
there  are  to  be  found  traces  of  a 
pretension  to  appropriate  to  the 
captor  the  ships  and  goods  of  neutral 
merchants  that  were  taken  by  one 
belligerent  out  of  the  hands  of  his 
enemy.  Litera  ad  Begem  Portu-- 
gaZlice,  super  bonis  de  guerra  lucratis 
responsiva,  31  Ed.  3,  A.i).  1357; 
Bym.  Feed.  vol.  vi.  p.  14;  and  again, 
an.  2  H.  4,  Bym.  Feed.  voL  viii. 
p.  203.  To  the  master  of  the  Teu- 
tonic  Order  of  Prussia. 


In  the  former  instance  a  strong 
remonstrance  had  been  made  on  the 
part  of  Portugal,  and  the  answer, 
asserting  the  property  to  be  legally 
acquired  to  the  captors,  is  very  full 
and  explicit.  In  the  latter  instance 
an  embargo  had  been  laid  on  British 
property,  on  account  of  the  detention 
by  the  captors ;  and  this  fact  of  re- 
capture from  the  enemy  was  deemed 
a  sufficient  justification  on  the  part 
of  the  English  monarch  to  found  a 
demand  that  the  embargo  should  be 
taken  off.     In  later  times  a  more 
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1799 
December  19. 

The  Wab 
Onskan. 


Sir  W.  Soott. 


recapture  of  neutral  vessels ;  and  upon  this  plain  prinQiple,  that  the 
liberation  of  a  clear  neutral  from  the  hand  of  the  enemy  is  no 
essential  service  rendered  to  him,  inasmnoh  as  that  same  enemy 
would  be  compelled  by  the  tribunals  of  his  own  country,  after  he 
had  carried  the  neutral  into  port,  to  release  him  with  costs  and 
damages  for  the  injurious  seizure  and  detention.  This  proceeds 
upon  the  supposition  that  those  tribunals  would  duly  respect 
the  obligations  of  the  law  of  nations — a  presumption  which, 
in  the  wars  of  civilized  states,  each  belligerent  is  bound  to  enter- 
tain in  their  respective  dealings  with  neutrals.  But  it  being 
notorious  to  all  Europe,  in  the  present  war,  that  there  has  been  a 
constant  struggle  maintained  between  the  governing  powers  of 
France,  for  the  time  being,  and  its  maritime  tribunals,  which 
should  most  outrage  the  rights  of  neutral  property :  the  one  by  its 
decrees,  or  the  other  by  its  decisions ;  the  liberation  of  neutral 
property  out  of  their  possession  has  been  deemed,  not  only  in  the 
judgment  of  our  Courts,  but  in  that  of  neutrals  themselves,  a  most 
substantial  benefit  conferred  upon  them  in  a  delivery  from  danger, 
against  which  no  deamess  and  innocence  of  conduct  could  afford 
any  protection ;  and  a  salvage  for  such  service  has  not  only  been 
decreed,  but  thankfully  paid,  ever  since  these  wild  hostilities  have 
been  declared  and  practised  by  France,  against  all  acknowledged 
principles  of  the  law  of  nations  and  of  natural  justice.  When 
these  lawless  and  irregular  practices  are  shown  to  have  ceased,  the 


equitable  practice  has  prevailed,  and 
neutral  yessels,  taken  out  of  posses- 
sion of  the  enemy,  have  been  restored, 
even  without  salvage,  both  in  our 
Prize  Courts  and  in  France,  provided 
the  property  was  affected  by  no  cir- 
cumstances that  would  have  incurred 
condemnation  in  the  Court  of  the 
enemy. 

Such  was  the  limitation  expressed 
in  the  ordonnances  of  France,  Code 
des  Prises,  an  1784:  **Sa  Majesty 
a  juge  pendant  la  demidre  guerre, 
que  la  reprise  du  navire  neutre  faite 
par  un  corsaire  FrangoiB  {loreque  U 
navire  neutre  n^itoit  jHts  charg^  de 


marchandises  prohtbeeSf  ni  dans  le  caa 
d'etre  conJUquS  par  Vennemi)  §toit 
nulle.'*  See  various  decisions,  Cons, 
des  Prises,  1784,  vol.  ii.  pp.  725,  1024 
and  1049. 

Whether  the  dangers  to  which 
neutral  property  has  been  exposed 
from  French  Courts  and  French 
cruisers  during  this  war  have  been 
sufficient  to  form  an  exception  from 
the  old  rule,  the  reader  will,  in  some 
degree,  be  able  to  judge  for  himself, 
by  a  summary  view  of  their  edicts, 
and  the  general  character  of  their 
cruisers,  according  to  the  estimation 
of  their  own  writers. 
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rule  of  paying  salvage  for  the  liberation  of  neutral  property  must        1799 
cease  likewise.     But  of  that  fact  no  evidence  whatever  is  offered,  -P^^^^  19. 
excepting  that  the  French  prize-master  said,  "  That  the  vessel     Thb  Wab 

would  not  be  prize,  only  the  cargo."    A  thousand  motives  might        

extract  such  a  declaration  as  this  from  him,  very  little  connected  ^"^-  ^^*^*^- 
with  its  truth.  It  might  be  only  to  conciliate  the  master,  and 
purchase  from  him  a  corrupt  testimony  respecting  the  cargo. 
When  the  ship  was  once  within  the  grip  of  a  French  Admiralty 
Court,  it  was  much  beyond  the  power  (supposing  it  within  the  in- 
clination) of  that  master  to  say  with  certainty  that  she  would  ever 
find  her  way  out  of  it.  No  proof  is  offered  that  the  maritime 
tribunals  of  France  have  in  any  degree  corrected  either  the  spirit 
or  the  form  of  their  proceedings  respecting  neutral  property  gene- 
rally ;  and  therefore  I  shall  not  think  myself  authorised  to  depart 
from  the  practice  that  has  been  pursued  of  awarding  a  salvage  to 
the  captors. 


THE  HARMONY.  [2  c.  Rob. 

National  Character — Domicil — Time  of  Stay  in  Foreign  Country, 

The  length  of  time  for  which  a  person  remains  in  a  country  is  the 
chief  test  of  his  domicil,  and  if  a  person  visits  a  foreign  country  for 
a  special  purpose,  the  length  of  time  during  which  he  remains  in  it 
may  negative  the  inference  to  be  drawn  from  the  temporary  character 
of  the  stay  in  the  first  instance. 

This  was  one  of  several  American  vessels  in  which  a  claim  had        1800 
been  reserved  for  part  of  the  cargo,  on  further  proof  to  be  made  of     ^'^ffi^ed  ' 
the  national  character  of  G.  W.  Murray,  who  appeared  in  the  ^"^^  ^^*  ^^^^' 
original  case  as  a  paxtaer  of  a  house  of  trade  in  America,  but  per- 
sonally  resident  in  France.     Eestitution  had  been  decreed  in  the 
several  claims  to  the  house  of  trade  in  America,  with  a  reservation 
of  the  share  of  this  partner.     The  case  was  argued  on  this  day, 
and  again,  on  production  of  further  affidavits,  at  several  times. 

Judgment  pronounced  November  19th,  1800. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — This  is  a  question  which  arises  on  several  parcels 
of  property  claimed  on  behalf  of  G.  W.  Murray,  and  it  is  in  all  of 

R.  R 
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1800         them  a  question  of  residence  or  domioil,  which,  I  have  often  had 

Januaiy  16.    Qccasion  to  observo,  is  in  itself  a  question  of  considerable  difficulty, 

Thb         depending  on  a  great  variety  of  circumstances,  hardly  capable  of 

*     being  defined  by  any  general  precise  rules.     The  active  spirit  of 

SirW.  Soott.  cQuirQerce  now  abroad  in  the  world  still  further  increases  this 
difficulty  by  increasing  the  variety  of  local  situations,  in  which  the 
same  individual  is  to  be  found  at  no  great  distance  of  time,  and  by 
that  sort  of  extended  circulation,  if  I  may  so  call  it,  by  which  the 
same  transaction  communicates  with  difEerent  countries,  as  in  the 
present  cases,  in  which  the  same  trading  adventures  have  their 
origin  (perhaps)  in  America,  travel  to  France,  from  France  to 
England,  from  England  back  to  America  again,  without  enabling 
us  to  assign  accurately  the  exact  legal  effect  of  the  local  character 
of  every  particular  portion  of  this  divided  transaction. 

In  deciding  such  eases  the  necessary  freedom  of  commerce 
imposes  likewise  the  duty  of  a  particular  attention  and  delicacy, 
and  strict  principle  of  law  must  not  be  pressed  too  eagerly  against 
it ;  and  I  have  before  had  occasion  to  remark  that  the  particular 
situation  of  America,  in  respect  to  distance,  seems  still  more 
particularly  to  entitle  the  merchants  of  that  country  to  some 
favourable  distinctions.  They  live  at  a  great  distance  from 
Europe;  they  have  not  the  same  open  and  ready  and  constant 
correspondence  with  individuals  of  the  several  nations  of  Europe 
that  these  persons  have  with  each  other ;  they  are  on  that  very 
account  more  likely  to  have  their  mercantile  confidence  in  Europe 
abused,  and  therefore  to  have  more  frequent  calls  for  a  personal 
attendance  to  their  own  concerns,  and  it  is  to  be  expected  that 
when  the  necessity  of  their  affairs  calls  them  across  the  Atlantic, 
they  should  make  rather  a  longer  stay  in  the  country  where  they 
are  called  than  foreign  merchants  who  step  from  a  neighbouring 
country  in  Europe,  to  which  every  day  offers  a  convenient  oppor- 
tunity of  return. 

In  considering  this  particuliu*  case,  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
remark  that  circumstances  occur  in  the  evidence  that  address  them- 
selves forcibly  to  private  commiseration,  remarking,  however,  at 
the  same  time,  that  public  duty  can  allow  only  a  very  limited  effect 
to  such  considerations,  and  still  less  to  another  that  has  been 
pressed  upon  me,  that  the  money,  if  restored,  is  to  go  in  payment 
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of  debts  due  to  British  (creditors  from  the  bankrupt  estate  of  this        isoo 
unfortunate  person.     My  business  is  to  inquire  whether  he  is    "^^""^^^  ^^' 
entitled  to  recover  it,  without  regard  to  the  probable  application  of        Thb 

It,  II  it  nnos  its  way  again  into  his  possession.  

Of  the  few  principles  that  can  be  laid  down  generally,  I  may  ^^  ^'  ^^^"' 
venture  to  hold  that  time  is  the  grand  ingredient  in  constituting 
domicil.  I  think  that  hardly  enough  is  attributed  to  its  effects ; 
in  most  cases  it  is  unavoidably  conclusive.  It  is  not  infrequentiy 
said,  that  if  a  person  comes  only  for  a  special  purpose  that  shall  not 
fix  a  domicil.  This  is  not  to  be  taken  in  an  unqualified  latitude 
and  without  some  respect  had  to  the  time  which  such  a  purpose 
may  or  shall  occupy,  for  if  the  purpose  be  of  a  nature  that  may, 
probably,  or  does,  actually  detain  the  person  for  a  great  length  of 
time,  I  cannot  but  think  that  a  general  residence  might  grow  upon 
ike  special  purpose.  A  special  purpose  may  lead  a  man  to  a 
country  where  it  shall  detain  him  the  whole  of  his  life.  A  man 
comes  here  to  follow  a  law  suit ;  it  may  happen — and,  indeed,  is 
often  used  as  a  ground  of  vulgar  and  unfounded  reproach  (un- 
founded as  a  matter  of  just  reproach,  though  the  fact  may  be  true) 
on  the  laws  of  this  country — that  it  may  last  as  long  as  himself. 
Some  suits  are  famous  in  our  judicial  history  for  having  even 
outlived  generations  of  suitors.  I  cannot  but  think  that  against 
such  a  long  residence  the  plea  of  an  original  special  purpose  could 
not  be  averred.  It  must  be  inferred  in  such  a  case  that  other 
purposes  forced  themselves  upon  him  and  mixed  themselves  with 
his  original  design,  and  impressed  upon  him  the  character  of  the 
country  where  he  resided.  Suppose  a  man  comes  into  a  belligerent 
country  at  or  before  the  beginning  of  a  war,  it  is  certainly  reason- 
able not  to  bind  him  too  soon  to  an  acquired  character,  and  to 
allow  him  a  fair  time  to  disengage  himself ;  but  if  he  continues  to 
reside  during  a  good  part  of  the  W£up,  contributing,  by  payment  of 
taxes  and  other  means,  to  the  strength  of  that  country,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  he  could  not  plead  his  special  purpose  with  any  effect 
against  the  rights  of  hostility.  If  he  could,  there  would  be  no 
sufficient  guard  against  the  fraud  and  abuses  of  masked,  pretended, 
original,  and  sole  purposes  of  a  long  continued  residence.  There 
is  a  time  which  will  estop  such  a  plea ;  no  rule  can  fix  the  time 
d  prian'y  but  such  a  time  there  must  be. 

r2 
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1800  In  proof  of  the  efficacy  of  mere  time,  it  is  not  impertinent  to 

January  16.  rejjjark,  that  the  same  quantity  of  business,  which  would  not  fix  a 
Thb  domicil  in  a  certain  space  of  time,  would  nevertheless  have  that 
effect  if  distributed  over  a  larger  space  of  time.  Suppose  an 
American  comes  to  Europe  with  six  contemporary  cargoes,  of 
which  he  had  the  present  care  and  management,  meaning  to  return 
to  America  immediately ;  they  would  form  a  different  case  from 
that  of  the  same  Ajnerican,  coming  to  any  particular  country  of 
Europe,  with  one  cargo,  and  fixing  himself  there  to  receive  five 
remaining  cargoes,  one  in  each  year  successively.  I  repeat,  that 
time  is  the  great  agent  in  this  matter ;  it  is  to  be  taken  in  a  com- 
pound ratio,  of  the  time  and  the  occupation,  with  a  great  pre- 
ponderance on  the  article  of  time  ;  be  the  occupation  what  it  may, 
it  cannot  happen,  but  with  few  exceptions,  that  mere  length  of 
time  shall  not  constitute  a  domicil. 

[The  Court  then  dealt  with  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  found  that 
the  claimant  was  domiciled  in  France.  The  point  of  decision  was 
then  summarised.] 

When  I  find  that  he  [the  claimant]  went  there  [France]  as  a 
mercantile  man,  that  he  stayed  there  four  years,  and  that  he  was  a 
man  who  came  from  America  for  the  very  purpose  of  mercantile 
operations  in  Europe,  I  feel  a  difficulty  in  saying  that  (exclusive 
of  all  trading)  satisfactory  reasons  are  assigned  for  it ;  or,  suppos- 
ing him  to  have  gone  to  France  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  pay- 
ment, I  should  still  find  a  difficulty  in  saying  that  the  original 
purpose  could  privilege  a  residence  of  four  years.  Is  it  possible 
for  me  to  say,  then,  that  the  explanation  which  is  given  in  this 
affidavit  is  quite  sufficient,  supposing  that  no  objection  lay  to  the 
mode  in  which  it  is  offered  ? 

And  I  come  now  to  observe,  on  what  I  consider  as  the  fatal 
objection,  that  the  whole  depends  on  the  single  affidavit  of  Mr. 
Charles  Murray,  the  brother.  There  is  not  one  word  coming  from 
Mr.  Q-.  Murray  himself  to  show  what  was  the  nature  of  his  con- 
nection with  France.  Surely  the  information  of  Mr.  Charles 
Murray  is  very  incompetent.  A  striking  instance  of  his  incom- 
petency is  that  he  supposes  his  brother  gone  to  Aimerica,  when  it 
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appears  that  months  after  that  time  he  was  living  in  France.    Can        1800 
I  suppose  him  sufficiently  instructed  as  to  all  the  courses  of  his     ^^*^^^^  ^^' 
brother's  proceedings,  to  enable  him  to  state  satisfactorily  to  the        Thb 

Court  the  nature  of  his  engagements  in  France  P    It  is  impossible        

that  the  Court  can  take  the  account  of  such  a  person  that  the  ^  ' 
residence  of  his  brother  in  France  was  not  connected  with  any 
mercantile  engagements,  unconfirmed  as  it  is  by  the  gentleman 
himself,  who  though  at  hand,  as  I  may  say,  and  in  a  neighbouring 
country,  has  not  thought  fit  to  give  us  any  explanation.  He 
knows  the  course  and  nature  of  his  own  transactions,  and  yet  he 
expects  restitution  without  taking  the  trouble  of  making  so  much 
as  an  affidavit  for  the  purpose,  after  six  years'  residence  (as  I 
must  deem  it)  in  France,  and  with  all  possible  opportunity  allowed 
him  for  that  purpose.  From  October,  1795,  not  a  single  word 
comes  from  him  till  the  present  day  in  November,  1799.  I  own  I 
think  it  impossible  that  the  Court  can  be  expected  to  restore  on  this 
evidence.  Taking  it  on  the  present  evidence,  as  to  the  sufficiency 
of  the  explanation  and  the  mode  in  which  it  is  offered,  it  is  im- 
possible. 

Then  the  only  question  is,  whether  I  shall  allow  further  oppor- 
tunity to  the  party,  and  give  time  for  further  explanation  ?  Con- 
sidering the  length  of  time  which  the  cause  has  continued  before 
the  Court,  with  a  degree  of  indulgence,  perhaps  open  to  some 
complaint  on  the  other  side,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  has 
been  put  off  from  month  to  month,  I  do  not  think  it  any  part  of 
my  public  duty  to  allow  such  opportunity.  I  do  not  say  that 
before  another  Court  Mr.  Murray  may  not  supply  the  defects  of 
his  case,  and  by  his  own  evidence ;  but,  finding  myself  under  the 
necessity  of  determining  on  the  evidence  now  before  the  Court, 
which  is,  as  I  have  before  stated,  that  Mr.  Murray  has  been  in 
France  four  years  at  least,  and  that,  connected  with  a  former 
residence  there,  and  that  there  is  no  direct  proof  that  he  has  now 
quitted  it,  I  feel  myself  under  the  necessity  (which,  if  I  might  be 
allowed  to  speak  as  a  private  person,  I  should  perhaps  describe 
as  a  painful  necessity)  of  condemning  his  share  of  the  property  in 
these  several  cargoes  (a). 

(a)  See  olaopostf  p.  251. 
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[2  c.  Rob.  THE  EOSALIE  AND  BETTY. 

343.] 

Ship— Cargo— Circumstances  of  Fraud — Further  Proof  not  Allowed — Cow- 
demnation. 

When  it  is  not  proved  that  a  ship  and  cargo  are  neutral  property,  and 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  are  covered  with  suspicion,  further  proof 
will  not  be  allowod,  and  the  ship  and  cargo  will  be  condemned. 

1800  This  was  a  case  of  a  sHp  and  cargo,  taken  on  a  voyage  from 

February  6.  the  islo  of  France  as  asserted,  to  Hamburg,  May  Slst,  1799.  The 
ship  was  claimed  for  Mr.  Banrman,  of  Embden,  and  the  cargo  for 
Mr.  Kaster,  of  Hamburg. 

SiE  W.  Scott. — This  is  the  case  of  a  ship  and  cargo,  taken  on  a 
voyage  from  the  isle  of  France,  as  asserted,  to  Hamburg,  and  the 
question  is,  according  to  my  view  of  it,  a  question  of  property ; 
for  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  question  as  to  the  legality  of  the 
trade  does  not  arise,  as  the  cargo,  being  intended  for  the  port  of 
the  owners  of  the  cargo,  is  entitled  to  the  favourable  construction 
of  that  Order  of  Council  which  permits  the  trade  of  neutral  vessels 
from  the  colony  of  the  enemy  to  their  oicn  ports.  Till  I  am  better 
instructed,  I  shall  hold  that  the  right  to  engage  in  such  a  trade  is 
not  vitiated  on  the  part  of  neutral  merchants  by  the  circumstance 
of  the  cargo  being  put  on  board  a  neutral  bottom  of  another 
country,  and  coming  to  the  port  of  the  claimant  of  the  cargo.  I 
have  taken  some  time  to  consider  this  case,  because  it  is  a  case  of 
great  value,  and  has  been  very  laboriously  argued ;  and  because, 
as  I  understand,  there  are  other  cases  of  a  similar  nature  which  are 
likely  to  come  before  the  Court ;  and  it  may  save  time  to  deliver 
the  opinion  of  the  Court  on  what  will  be  the  effect  of  similar 
evidence  and  similar  circumstances  in  those  cases  also,  if  they  occur. 

[The  Court  then  examined  the  evidence  as  to  the  property  in  the 
ship  and  cargo  at  great  length,  and  concluded.] 

With  respect  to  the  real  foundation  of  this  business,  it  is  not, 
perhaps,  very  easy  for  me  to  develop  it.  If  it  is  really  a  Danish 
ship,  my  own  opinion  is  that  it  has  been  handed  over  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  contraband  articles  to  the  French  settle- 
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ment ;  and  as  to  the  cargo,  when  I  see  the  outward  cargo  carried        1800 
to  a  French  settlement,  and  there,  deKvered  to  Sauhiier,  who  is  the    •^^^'^^^  ^' 
great  agent  of  frauds  there,  and  with  much  contrivance,  connecting  The  Rosamb 

all  the  circumstances  of    French   agency  throughout  the  whole        

transaction,  I  cannot  think   that  it  is  wholly  unconnected  with       ^'  ®^*'*' 

French  interests.     In  what  degree  they  are  mixed  in  it  I  cannot 

say,  but  it  is  my  comfort  to  think  that  it  is  not  necessary  for  me 

to  determine  that  point ;  for  if  Mr.  Kaster  has  ant/  property  in 

this  cargo,  if  he  has  mixed  his  interest  in  any  proportion  with  the 

interest  of  the  enemy,  and  resorts  to  modes  of  prevarication  to 

conceal  and  protect  the  enemy's  interest^  such  a  conduct  will  affect 

his  own  share.    If  neutrals  will  not  bring  their  claims  fairly  and 

ingenuously  before  the  Court,  but  resort  to  such  artifices  to  cover 

and  protect  the  property  of  the  enemy,  it  is  a  rule  of  the  law  of 

nations  that  they  shall  be  concluded  by  the  proof  they  bring.    I  shall 

therefore  not  decide  this  case  in  the  affirmative  on  the  ground  that 

this  ship  and  cargo  are  proved  to  belong  to  the  enemy,  but  on  the 

ground  that  the  property  in  them  is  not  proved  to  belong  to  the 

persons  claiming  them  before  this  Court,  and  that,  if  it  is  their 

property,  they  have  clothed  it  with  such  circumstances  as  justly 

exclude  them  from  the  opportunity  of  giving  further  proof.    I 

wish  neutrals  to  understand,  that  if  they  mean  to  avail  themselves 

of  the  rights  of  neutrals,  they  must  conduct  themselves  as  such. 

It  will  then  be  the  duty  of  this  Court,  and  the  ambition  of  it,  to 

exert  its  utmost  vigilance   to   give  them  the  benefit  of   their 

neutrality.    But  on  the  other  side,  if  they  discredit  their  cases  by 

a  clothing  of  prevarication  and  falsehood,  who  is  to  blame  for  the 

inconvenience  that  may  ensue  P    The  rule  of  this  Court  is — and 

framed  with  as  much  moderation  surely  as  the  subject  will  admit — 

that  if  their  proofs,  dishonoured  by  such  impure  mixture,  are 

nevertheless  sufficient  to  establish  the  truth  of  their  daim,  it  is 

well;  but  if  they  fall  short  of  this  (and  it  can  hardly  happen 

otherwise),  they  shaU  not  be  indulged  with  the  means  of  supplying 

proofs  from  sources  which  have  appeared  to  be  corrupt. 

Ship  and  cargo  condemned. 
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[2  c.  Rob.  THE  POLLY. 

361.] 

Continuous  Voyage — Importation — Neutral  Territory — Subsequent  Reloading, 

Portions  of  a  cargo  were  shipped  at  Hayannali,  unloaded  in  America, 
resliipped  and  captured  on  a  voyage  to  Bilbao.  Heldf  that  under  the 
circumstances  there  had  been  a  bond  fide  importation  into  neutral  terri- 
tory, and  that  the  capture  was  not  made  on  a  continuous  voyage. 

Cargo  restored,  but  expenses  of  further  proof  allowed  to  captors. 

1800  This  was  a  case  of  an  American  ship  taken  on  a  voyage  from 

^'^^"^  ^'  Marblehead  to  Bilbao,  16th  October,  1799,  with  a  cargo  of  fish, 
sugar  and  cocoa.  The  ship  had  been  restored.  With  respect  to 
the  cargo,  it  was  said  on  the  part  of  the  captor  that  it  was  a  case  of 
further  proof,  that  it  appeared  from  the  deposition  of  the  mate 
that  the  sugar  and  cocoa  had  been  brought  from  the  Havannah  to 
America,  and  from  thence  sent  on  for  Spain,  from  which  a  sus- 
picion must  necessarily  arise  of  Spanish  interest ;  that,  if  it  was 
even  neutral  property,  a  question  of  law  would  arise  whether  such 
a  trade  was  not  to  be  considered  as  a  direct  trade  between  the 
colony  of  the  enemy  and  the  mother  country  {a).  It  was  further 
said  that  the  mate  had  deposed  that  the  master  had  confessed  to 
him  that  he  had  destroyed  some  papers,  which  of  itself  would  sub- 
ject the  claimant  to  the  necessity  of  making  further  proof. 

On  the  part  of  the  claimant,  it  was  said  ....  in  respect  to  the 
transhipment,  to  have  been  of  but  a  small  quantity  of  cocoa,  that 
the  sugar  was  part  of  a  whole  cargo  which  this  vessel  had  brought 
on  a  formier  voyage  from  Havannah  to  Marblehead 

For  the  captors,  the  King^s  Advocate  and  Aimold. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — This  is  the  case  of  an  American  vessel  taken  on 
a  voyage  from  Marblehead  to  Spain,  with  a  cargo  of  a  mixed 
nature,  consisting  of  fish,  sugar,  and  cocoa.  The  ship  has  been 
restored,  therefore  the  only  question  that  I  have  to  consider  is  re- 
specting the  property  of  the  cargo  and  the  legjdity  of  the  voyage. 
On  the  former  hearing  it  appeared  to  be  a  case  of  further  proof,  as 
the  cargo  was  the  produce  of  a  Spanish  colony  taken  on  a  voyage 
to  Old  Spain,  and  as  the  master  had  withdrawn  some  of  the 

(a)  See  the  William,  post. 
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papers,  and  had,  indeed,  destroyed  himself  before  his  deposition        isoo 
was  taken ;  it  would  therefore  be  a  little  extravagant  to  contend    ^^^^"^nf^- 
that  such  a  case  was  not  a  case  of  further  proof.    I  do  not,  how-    Thb  Polly. 
ever,  impute  it  to  the  parties,  as  any  diffidence  in  their  own  case,  sir  W.Scott, 
that  they  had  sent  for  further  proof  before  the  cause  came  on. 
They  might  think  that  some  difficulties  would  arise,  and  it  was 
but  a  measure  of  prudence  to  be  prepared  with  further  proof.     I 
am  therefore  not  disposed  to  draw  any  inference  disadvantageous 
to  the  claim  from  that  circxmistance :  I  am  now  to  judge  of  the 
sufficiency  of  the  proof  brought  in,  and  of  the  force  of  the  different 
objections  that  have  been  made  against  it. 

In  respect  to  the  fish,  I  do  not  think  that  there  is  anything  that 
affects  that  part  of  the  case 

Then  there  remains  only  the  question  of  law,  which  has  been 
raised,  whether  this  is  not  such  a  trade  as  will  fall  under  the  prin- 
ciple that  has  been  applied  to  the  interposition  of  neutrals  in  the 
colonial  trade  of  the  enemy  F  on  which  it  is  said,  that  if  an 
American  is  not  allowed  to  carry  on  this  trade  directly,  neither 
can  he  be  allowed  to  do  it  circuitously.  An  American  has  im- 
doubtedly  a  right  to  import  the  produce  of  the  Spanish  colonies  for 
his  own  use ;  and  after  it  is  imported  bond  fide  into  his  own 
country,  he  would  be  at  liberty  to  carry  them  on  to  the  general 
commerce  of  Europe.  Very  different  would  such  a  case  be  from 
the  Dutch  cases  in  which  there  was  an  original  contract  from  the  * 

beginning,  and  under  a  special  Dutch  licence,  to  go  from  Holland 
to  Surinam,  and  to  return  again  to  Holland  with  a  cargo  of 
colonial  produce.  It  is  not  my  business  to  say  what  is  universally 
the  test  of  a  bond  fide  importation.  It  is  argued  that  it  would  not 
be  sufficient  that  the  duties  should  be  paid,  and  that  the  cargo 
should  be  landed.  If  these  criteria  are  not  to  be  resorted  to,  I 
should  be  at  a  loss  to  know  what  should  be  the  test ;  and  I  am 
strongly  disposed  to  hold  that  it  would  be  sufficient  that  the  goods 
should  be  landed  and  the  duties  paid. 

If  it  appears  to  have  been  landed  and  warehoused  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  it  does,  I  think,  raise  a  forcible  presumption  on 
that  side ;  and  it  throws  it  on  the  other  party  to  show  how  this 
could  be  merely  insidious  and  colourable.  There  is,  I  think, 
reason  to  believe  that  the  sugar  was  a  part  and  parcel  of  a  cargo 
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1800  said  to  have  been  brought  from  a  Spanish  colony  in  this  vessel ; 
^  ^'^^  *  and,  if  so,  the  very  distribution  of  the  remainder  is  some  proof 
Thb  Pollt.  that  they  were  not  bought  with  an  intention  only  of  sending  them 
Sir  W.  Scoit.  on.  But  I  have  besides  positive  proof  in  the  affidavit  of  Mr.  Asa 
Hooper,  who  swears  (a)  "  that  the  duties  had  been  paid  for 
them."  Then  the  only  difficulty  remains  as  to  the  cocoa ;  and  it 
is  said  by  one  of  the  witnesses,  and  by  one  only,  that  it  was  tran- 
shipped from  another  vessel,  and  that  it  had  been  brought  into 
America  only  ten  days  before ;  but  although  there  is  something 
of  a  difficulty  arising  on  this  small  part  of  the  cargo,  yet  upon  the 
whole  I  cannot  think  it  weighty  enough  to  induce  me  to  send  the 
case  across  the  Atlantic  for  still  further  proof  as  to  the  facts  of  this 
recent  importation  and  transhipment,  or  of  its  having  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  present  proprietors,  or  of  its  having  been  exported 
without  a  previous  payment  of  import  duties.  If  it  had  composed 
a  larger  part  of  the  cargo,  I  might  have  deemed  it  reasonable  to 
have  had  somewhat  more  of  satisfaction  on  some  of  these  points, 
which  do  not  appear  with  sufficient  certainty  to  found  any  legal 
conclusion  against  it.  It  appears  by  the  collector's  certificate  that 
it  had  been  entered  {b)  and  imported ;  and  I  think  that  these  words 
are  sufficient  to  answer  the  fair  demands  of  the  Court. 

Court, — I  see  nothing  to  afiEect  the  captors  with  misconduct; 
when  the  ship  was  brought  in  the  claimant  refused  to  accept  the 


(a)  Affidavit  of  Aea  Hooper,  of 
Marblehead,  master  of  the  ship  Hope, 
belonging  to  Boston,  and  now  lying 
at  Cowes,  states,  *'that  he  had  been 
acquainted  with  Mr.  E.  Hooper  ever 
since  he  was  a  child ;  that  he  knows 
the  brig  Folly,  and  was  at  Marble - 
head  when  she  sailed  for  Bilbao,  and 
that  he  was  informed  by  Captain 
Lasky  and  various  other  persons  that 
the  sugar,  being  part  of  the  cargo, 
was  a  part  of  a  much  larger  quantity, 
the  whole  of  which  had  been  im- 
ported, landed,  and  tJie  duties  paid  at 
Marblehead  by  the  said  B.  Hooper 
in  the  general  course  of  trade,  &c.*' 

(h)  The  certificate  of  the  collector 
stated,  that  in  June  the  PoJly  entered 


at  his  office  with  a  cargo  of  ^90  boxes 
of  sugars,  the  property  of  American 
citizens;  that  17th  August,  the 
schooner  William  entered  with  67 
hogsheads,  &c,  of  cocoa,  and  certified 
the  clearing  out  of  the  Folly,  &c.  for 
Bilbao,  with  a  cargo  of  249  boxes  of 
brown  sugars  imported  in  the  said 
brig  from  the  Hayannah,  on  the 
2dth  of  June,  and  of  30  hogsheads,  &c 
of  cocoa  imported  in  the  schooner 
William,  from  Laguira,  with  1,800 
quintals  of  fish.  Be  it  known,  &c,, 
that  this  cargo  of  sugars,  cocoa  and 
fish,  cleared  out  from  this  port  for 
Bilbao,  27th  August,  1799,  is  the 
property  of  citizens  of  America,  &c. 
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restitution  of  the  ship  without  the  cargo,  contending  that  it  was        isoo 
not  a  case  of  further  proof.    The  Court  determined  that  it  was.;      ^  ^""^^  ' 
and  it  does  not  appear  that  any  communication  was  made  after  the    The  Pollt. 
order  for  the  captors  to  restrain  them  from  proceeding  to  imlivery.  sir  W.  Scott. 
The  commission  of  unlivery  passed  as  of  course,  and  they  pro- 
ceeded in  the  execution  of  it  till  intimation  was  given  on  the  part 
of  the  claimant,  and  on  the  first  intimation  the  captors  stopped 
their  hand.     I  can  impute  no  blame  to  the  captors ;  and  I  shall 
give  them  what  I  was  disposed  to  give  them  before  the  objection 
was  taken :  the  expenses  of  further  proof. 


THE  INDIAN  CHIEF.  [3c.R0b.12.] 

Ship — Owner — National  Character — Change  of  Country, 

The  natural  character  gained  by  residence  ceases  with  residence,  and 
a  character  so  gained  ceases  the  moment  a  person  bond  fide  sets  himself 
to  leave  his  place  of  residence. 

This  was  a  case  of  a  ship  and  cargo  seized  in  the  harbour  of        I800 
Cowes,  on  a  voyage  from  Batavia  to  Hamburg,  in  which  two    -^^g^^^ry  27. 
questions  arose,  respecting  the  national  character  of  Mr.  Johnson, 
claimant  of  the  ship,  and  of  Mr.  Miller,  claimant  of  the  cargo. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — This  is  the  case  of  a  ship  seized  in  the  port  of 
Cowes,  where  she  came  to  receive  orders  respecting  the  delivery  of 
a  cargo  taken  in  at  Batavia,  with  a  professed  original  intention  of 
proceeding  to  Hamburg;  but  on  coming  into  this  country  for 
particular  orders,  the  ship  and  cargo  were  seized  in  port.  It  does 
not  appear  clear  to  the  Court  that  it  might  not  be  a  cargo  intended 
to  be  delivered  in  this  country,  as  many  such  cargoes  have  been, 
under  the  Dutch  Property  Act.  I  mention  this  to  meet  an  obser- 
vation that  has  been  thrown  out,  "  that  it  is  doubtful  whether  the 
ship  might  not  be  confiscable  on  the  ground  of  being  a  neutral 
ship  coming  from  the  colony  of  the  enemy,  not  to  her  own  ports 
er  to  the  ports  of  this  country.''  I  cannot  assume  it  as  a 
demonstrated  fact  in  the  case  that  the  cargo  was  to  be  delivered  at 
Hamburg.  The  vessel  sailed  in  1795,  and  as  an  American  ship 
with  an  American  pass  and  all  American  documents ;  but,  never- 
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1800  theless,  if  the  owner  really  resided  here,  such  papers  could  not 
February  27.  'g^Q\jQQ\^  \^^  vessel.  If  the  Owner  was  resident  in  England,  and  the 
TmlwDiAy  voyage  such  as  an  English  merchant  could  not  engage  in,  an 
American  residing  here  and  carrying  on  trade  could  not  protect 
his  ship  merely  by  putting  American  documents  on  board ;  his 
interest  must  stand  or  fall  according  to  the  determination 
which  the  Court  shall  make  on  the  national  character  of  such  a 
person. 

There  are  two  positions  which  are  not  to  be  controverted :  that 
Mr.  Johnson  is  an  American  generally  by  birth,  which  is  the  cir- 
cumstance that  first  impresses  itself  on  the  mind  of  the  Court;  and 
also  by  the  part  which  he  took  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  American 
War.  He  came  hither  when  both  countries  were  open  to  him,  but 
on  the  breaking  out  of  hostilities  he  made  his  election  which 
country  he  would  adhere  to,  and  in  consequence  thereof  went  to 
France.  As  to  the  doubt  that  has  been  suggested  whether  he 
would  be  deemed  an  American,  not  having  been  personally  there 
at  the  time  of  the  declaration  of  the  independence  of  that  country, 
I  think  that  is  sufficiently  cleared  up  by  the  circumstance  of  his 
being  adopted  as  such  by  the  act  of  the  American  Government 
declaring  him  and  his  family  to  be  American  subjects,  and  by  the 
official  character  which  that  government  has  intrusted  to  him.  I 
am  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  he  has  not  lost  the  benefit  of  his 
native  American  character.  He  came,  however,  to  this  country  in 
1783,  and  engaged  in  trade,  and  has  resided  in  this  country  till 
1797 ;  during  that  time  he  was  undoubtedly  to  be  considered  as 
an  English  trader,  for  no  position  is  more  established  than  this : 
that  if  a  person  goes  into  another  country  and  engages  in  trade 
and  resides  there,  he  is  by  the  law  of  nations  to  be  considered  as  a 
merchant  of  that  country.  I  should  therefore  have  no  doubt  in 
pronouncing  that  Mr.  Johnson  was  to  be  considered  as  a  merchant 
of  this  country  at  the  time  of  the  sailing  of  this  vessel  on  her  out- 
ward voyage.  That  leads  me  to  take  a  view  of  the  circumstances 
of  this  case :  the  ship  went  out  in  1795,  with  Mr.  Hewlet  on 
board,  and  Mr.  Johnson  says,  ^'  he  sent  out  Mr.  Hewlet  as  super- 
cargo, and  put  the  vessel  under  his  control  to  take  freight  for 
America,  but  that  his  designs  were  frustrated  by  various  cir- 
cumstances;"  and  the  ship  actually  went  to  Madeira,  Madras, 
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Tranquebar,  and  Batavia,  and  from  thence  to  Cowes,  where  she        I800 
was  arrested.  -^^^^^  ^^- 

Now  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  if  Mr.  Johnson  had  continued    The  Indian 

where  he  was  at  the  time  of  sailing,  if  he  had  remained  resident  in        * 

England,  it  must  be  considered  as  a  British  transaction;  and  SirW.  Soott. 
therefore  a  criminal  transaction,  on  the  common  principle  that  it  is 
illegal  in  any  person  owing  an  allegiance,  though  temporary,  to 
trade  with  the  public  enemy.  But  it  is  pleaded  that  he  had 
quitted  this  country  before  the  capture,  and  that  he  had  done  this 
in  consequence  of  an  intention  which  he  had  formed  of  removing 
much  earlier,  but  that  he  had  been  prevented  by  obstacles  that 
obstructed  his  wish ;  to  this  effect  the  letter  of  March,  1797,  is 
exhibited,  which  must  have  been  preceded  by  private  correspond- 
ence and  application  to  some  of  his  creditors.  It  does,  I  think, 
breathe  strong  expressions  of  intention  and  of  an  ardent  desire  to 
get  over  the  restraint  that  alone  detained  him ;  and  it  affords  con- 
clusive reason  to  believe  that  if  he  had  been  a  free  man,  and  at 
liberty  to  go  where  he  pleased,  he  would  have  removed  long 
before ;  and  that  he  was  detained  here  as  a  hostage,  as  he  describes 
himself,  to  his  creditors,  on  motives  of  honour  creditable  to  his 
character.  On  the  9th  of  September,  1797,  he  did  actually  retire ; 
of  the  sincerity  of  his  quitting  this  country  there  can  hardly  be  a 
doubt  entertained ;  it  is  almost  impossible  to  represent  stronger  or 
more  natural  gf ounds  for  such  a  measure ;  and  I  do  not  think  the 
Court  runs  any  risk  of  encountering  a  fraudulent  intention,  put 
forward  to  meet  the  circumstances  of  the  moment,  without  any- 
thing of  an  original  and  bond  fide  intention  at  the  bottom  of  it. 

The  ship  was  sent  out  under  the  management  of  the  super- 
cargo, and  it  is  said  that  Mr.  Hewlet  exceeded  his  commission. 
The  afiSdavit  does  not  go  so  far ;  it  does  not  appear  from  that,  that 
the  agent  had  not  the  power  to  enter  into  such  an  engagement ; 
but  this,  I  think,  appears  clearly,  that  it  was  the  understanding 
both  of  Mr.  Johnson  and  of  his  agent,  Mr.  Hewlet,  who  had  been 
his  clerk,  and  to  whom  he  refers  for  a  confirmation  of  his  avowed 
design  of  removing,  that  before  the  completion  of  such  a  voyage 
Mr.  Johnson  would  be  in  America ;  therefore,  if  the  illegality  of 
the  voyage  must  be  supposed  to  have  presented  itself  to  their 
minds  as  a  British  transaction,  owiug  to  Mr.  Johnson's  residence 
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1800  in  England,  there  was  reason  enough  for  them  to  oonolude  that 
^^^^^^'  Mr.  Johnson  would  be  removed  ;  and,  on  that  view  of  the  matter, 
TmsItroiAw  although  it  is  certain  that  an  agent  would  bind  his  employer  in 
such  a  case,  there  is  ground  sufficient  to  presume  that  the  agent 
acted  fairly  and  boid  fde,  and  under  the  expectation  that  Mr. 
Johnson  would  be  returned  to  America. 

The  ship  arrives  a  few  weeks  after  his  departure ;  and  taking  it 
to  be  clear  that  the  national  character  of  Mr.  Johnson  as  a  British 
merchant  was  founded  in  residence  only,  that  it  was  acquired  by 
residence,  and  rested  on  that  circumstance  alone,  it  must  be  held 
that  from  the  moment  he  turns  his  back  on  the  country  where  he 
has  resided,  on  his  way  to  his  own  country,  he  was  in  the  act  of 
resuming  his  original  character,  and  is  to  be  considered  as  an 
American.  The  character  that  is  gained  by  residence  ceases  by 
residence.  It  is  an  adventitious  character  which  no  longer  adheres 
to  him  from  the  moment  that  he  puts  himself  in  motion,  bond  fide^ 
to  quit  the  country  stw^  animo  revertendi  {a).  The  Courts  that  have 
to  apply  this  principle  have  applied  it  both  ways,  unfavourably  in 
some  cases  and  favourably  in  others.  This  man  had  actually 
quitted  the  country.  Stronger  was  the  case  of  Mr.  Curtissos :  he 
was  a  British-bom  subject  that  had  been  resident  in  Surinam  and 
St.  Eustatius,  and  had  left  those  settlements  with  an  intention  of 
returning  to  this  country ;  but  he  had  got  no  further  than  Holland, 
the  mother  country  of  those  settlements,  when  the  war  broke  out  {b) . 
It  was  determined  by  the  Lords  of  Appeal  that  he  was  in  itinerey 


(a)  In  the  President  {post,  p.  475), 
Sir  W.  Scott  said :  **  A  mere  intention 
to  remove  has  never  been  held  suffi- 
cient without  some  overt  act,  being 
merely  an  intention,  residing  secretly 
and  undistinguishably  in  the  breast 
of  the  party,  and  liable  to  be  revoked 
every  hour.  The  expressions  of  the 
letter  in  which  this  intention  is  said 
to  be  found  are  very  weak  and 
general,  of  an  intention  merely  in 
fuiuro.  Were  they  even  much 
stronger  than  they  are,  they  would 
not  be  sufficient ;  something  more 
than  mere  verbal  declaration,  some 
soUd  fact  showing  that  the  party  is 


in  the  act  of  withdrawing,  has  always 
been  held  necessary  in  such  cases." 

(h)  The  order  of  reprisals  against 
Holland,  issued  December,  1780. 
The  Snelle  Zeylder  was  captured  1st 
January,  1781.  Mr.  Ourtissos  had 
gone  to  Surinam  in  1766,  and  from 
thence  to  St.  Eustatius,  where  he 
stayed  till  1776 ;  from  thence  he  went 
to  Holland  to  settle  his  accounts,  and 
with  an  intention,  as  was  said,  of 
returning  afterwards  to  England  to 
take  up  his  final  residence,  but  he  did 
not  return  to  England  till  27th  of 
April,  1781. 
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that  he  had  put  himself  in  motion,  and  was  in  pursuit  of  his  native  1800 

British  character,  and  as  such  he  was  held  to  be  entitled  to  the  ^      ^^ 

restitution  of  his  property.     So  here,  this  gentleman  was  in  the  The  Indian 

actual  pursuit  of  his  American  character,  and  I  think  there  can  be  ' 

no  doubt  that  his  native  character  was  strongly  and  substantially  S"^-  S^*** 
revived,  not  occasionally,  nor  colourably,  for  the  mere  purposes  of 
the  present  claim  ;  and  therefore  I  shall  restore  this  ship. 


THE  SANTA  BRIGADA.  [30.Rob.52.] 

Joint  Capture — Private  Ship  of  War — In  Sight  of  Capture. 

The  fact  that  a  private  ship  of  war  is  in  sight  of  the  capture  of  an 
enemy  vessel  by  a  King's  ship  does  not  entitle  such  private  ship  to  be 
considered  a  joint  captor. 

This  was  a  case  of  an  allegation  of  joint  capture  on  the  part  of        isoo 
a  private  ship  of  war,  asserted  to  have  been  in  sight  at  the  time  of        ^^    ' 
the  capture  of  this  valuable  Spanish  galleon  by  the  Triton  fiigate, 
and  to  have  put  herself  in  motion  in  such  a  manner  as  might  have 
been  effectual  in  cutting  off  the  retreat  of  the  galleon  into  a 
Spanish  port. 

The  act  relied  on  in  the  allegation  was  stated  in  the  5th  Article : 
"  That  on  the  evening  of  the  16th  she  plainly  saw  and  discovered 
the  Spanish  frigate,  and  chased  so  as  to  keep  in  sight  the  whole 
night ;  on  the  morning  she  heard  a  filing,  and  about  six  o'clock 
perceived  the  engagement,  and  immediately  sailed  towards  the 
Spanish  coast  among  the  rocks  and  lands,  for  the  purpose  of  inter- 
cepting the  escape  of  the  Spanish  frigate,  and  preventing  her  from 
getting  into  Vigo.*' 

Sir  W.  Scott. — ^This  is  asserted  to  be  a  case  of  merit  on  the" 
part  of  the  private  ship  of  war ;  and  if  so,  it  must  certainly  be  con- 
sidered as  a  case  of  diffident  and  modest  merit,  inasmuch  as  the 
parties  have  not  thought  proper  to  come  forward  and  assert  their 
pretensions  till  a  very  considerable  time  after  the  capture.  I  can- 
not help  thinking  that  if  they  had  felt  much  confidence  in  their 
case  they  would  have  thought  it  as  good  a  cruise  to  pursue  this 
prize  into  the  Court  of  Admiralty  as  to  have  continued  out  on  the 
cruise  they  were  then  engaged  in ;  however,  the  matter  is  now 
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brought  before  the  Court.  The  disparity  of  force  that  has  been 
observed  upon  is  certainly  not  conclusive,  as  we  all  remember 
instances  of  great  merit  in  vessels  of  small  force,  especially  that 
which  has  been  mentioned  in  the  case  of  the  Buen  Consejo  (a),  in 
which  the  annoyance  given  by  a  very  small  ship  was  the  principal 
cause  of  the  ultimate  capture.  But  those  are  cases  of  a  very 
different  description  from  the  present.  The  being  in  sight  only 
will  not  be  suflScient ;  it  would  open  a  door  to  very  frequent  and 
practicable  frauds  if,  by  the  mere  act  of  hanging  on  upon  his 
Majesty's  ships  to  pick  up  the  crumbs  of  the  captures,  small 
privateers  should  be  held  to  entitle  themselves  to  an  interest  in  the 
prize  which  the  King's  ships  took.  The  sound  doctrine  of  the 
Court  has  been  that  the  being  in  sight  with  respect  to  these  two 
descriptions  of  vessels  is  not  sufficient  to  entitle  the  privateer  to 
share.  It  is  said,  however,  there  was  an  actual  assistance. 
The  5th  Article  states  "  that  she  made  an  attempt  to  get  between 
the  prize  in  question  and  the  land,  and  would  have  pursued  it,  but 
that  she  herself  became  the  object  of  chase  to  four  other  vessels 
that  came  out  from  the  coast."  Instead  of  the  pursuer,  she 
became  the  object  of  pursuit.  It  is  the  first  instance,  I  believe,  in 
which  the  character  of  a  captor  haa  been  claimed  by  a  flying 
vessel.  Lepua  tute  es  et  pulpamentum  quceris.  It  is  argued,  how- 
ever, that  she  was  eventually  of  service  by  diverting  the  attention 
of  the  four  Spanish  frigates  from  the  transaction  of  this  valuable 
capture,  and  it  is  not  improbable.  But  mere  diversion  of  attention 
has  never  been  held  a  sufficient  ground  for  a  title  of  joint  capture ; 
it  is  a  mere  casualty,  totally  unconnected  with  all  merit,  actual  or 
constructive.  If  she  herself  had  been  captured,  it  would  have 
produced  exactly  the  same  effect  in  a  still  stronger  degree,  and 
yet  it  would  have  been  perfectly  ludicrous  to  have  pronounced  for 


(a)  This  was  a  Spanish  register 
ship  of  800  tons  and  26  guns, 
12-pounders,  taken  20th  Novem- 
ber, 1779,  by  the  Huasar^  Captain 
Salter.  A  claim  of  joint  capture  was 
given  and  allowed  on  the  part  of  the 
Resolution  privateer  of  16  6- pounders. 
Captain  Sladen,  whose  gallantry  and 
perseverance  appeared  highly  meri- 


torious in  keeping  the  prize  in  chase 
from  the  5th  November  till  the 
20th,  having  fought  her  several  times, 
notwithstanding  the  disparity  of  force, 
and  having  kept  constantly  up  with 
her,  burning  false  lights,  &c.  during 
the  night,  to  attract  the  notice  and 
assistance  of  some  British  cniiser. 
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her  joint  interest  of  capture  under  such  circximstances.     On  the  1800 

whole,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  articles  of  this  allegation  do  not  ^^    ' 

assert  such  a  claim  as  can  in  law  establish  the  parties  to  share  as  Tp  Santa 

•        .  Bbiqada. 

joint  captors,  if  they  are  proved ;  and  therefore  I  shall  reject  it. 


Sir  W.  Scott. 


THE  CAEEL  and  MAGDALENA. 

Capture — Sentence — Jurisdiction  of  Vice' Admiralty  Court, 

Vioe-Admiralty  Courts  haye  as  Prize  Courts  only  local  jurisdiction, 
unless  an  enlarged  jurisdiction  is  giyen  by  statute. 

This  was  a  case  respecting  the  power  of  the  Vice- Admiralty 
Prize  Courts  to  proceed  to  the  adjudication  of  vessels  not  brought 
within  their  districts.  It  was  a  case  of  a  Danish  vessel  taken  at 
the  capture  of  Demerara.  The  ship  remained  there,  whilst  the 
papers  were  sent  to  the  island  of  Martinique,  and  proceedings  were 
commenced  in  the  Vice- Admiralty  Court  of  that  island,  where  the 
ship,  with  two  others  under  similar  circumstances,  were  condemned 
on  the  20th  September,  1797.  A  claim  was  given  in  the  High 
Court  of  Admiralty  for  the  ship,  &c.  on  the  part  of  a  Danish 
merchant,  and  a  monition  was  taken  out  against  the  captors  to 
proceed  to  adjudication.  The  King's  Proctor  appeared  for  the 
captors  under  protest,  and  being  istssigned  to  extend  his  protest,  the 
cause  came  before  the  Court  on  the  following  act  on  petition. 


[3  C.Bob.  68.] 


1800 
ApHl  29. 


Seseltinej  under  his  protest,  alleged  the  said  ship  to  have  been 
taken  possession  of  by  his  Majesty's  sea  and  land  forces  at  the 
island  of  Demerara,  and  to  have  boen  afterwards  proceeded  against 
and  condemned  as  good  and  lawful  prize  in  the  Vice- Admiralty 
Court  of  the  island  of  Martinique ;  and  prayed  the  judge  would 
be  pleased  to  dismiss  the  captors  from  the  monition  served  and 
returned  in  this  cause.  Toumley  dissenting,  and  alleging  on  the 
part  of  the  claimants  that  such  condemnation,  if  any  such  was 
pronounced,  was  illegal,  inasmuch  as  the  said  ship  was  not  carried 
to  Martinique,  and  prayed  the  judge  to  over-rule  the  protest,  and 
to  assign  the  captor  to  appear  absolutely. 


R. 


s 
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1800  Court, — It  can  never  be  maintained  that  the  sentence  of  the 

^     '      Court  of  Martinique,  upon  a  prize  not  brought  within  the  sphere 

Thb  Cakkl    of  its  jurisdiction,  is  a  valid  sentence.     It  is  a  known  distinction 

Maodalbna.   between  the  Courts  of  Vice- Admiralty  and  the  High  Court  of 

Admiralty,  that  the  former  have  only  a  local  jurisdiction,  confined 

to  the  adjudication  of  property  brought  within  their  own  limits  (a), 

whilst  the  authority  of  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty  in  prize 

matters  extends  over  the  whole  of  his  Majesty's  dominions,  and 

operates  in  every  port  belonging  to  them. 

Protest  overruled. 


[30.Rob.96.]  THE  B3ERLIGHETT. 

Capture — Illegal  Condemnation — Sale  to  Neutral — Beeapture — AmelwraUon  of 
Ship — Allowance  to  Neutral  Purchaser, 

A  British  ship  was  captured,  illegally  condemned  and  sold  to  a  neutral 
purcliaser.  She  was  subsequently  recaptured  and  restored  by  the  Court 
to  the  original  owner.  Held,  that  the  neutral  owner,  being  a  bond  fide 
purchaser,  was  entitled  to  recover  such  sum  as  the  registrar  and  merchants 
should  consider  reasonable  for  improvement  made  by  him  to  the  vesseL 

1800  This  was  a  case  of  a  British  prize  ship  taken  by  the  French  and 

-^^y  ^^'  carried  into  Norway,  and  there  sold,  under  a  sentence  of  con- 
demnation of  the  French  Consul,  to  the  present  Danish  claimant. 
It  appeared  that  the  ship  had  been  afterwards,  whilst  in  the 
possession  of  the  purchaser,  captured  again  by  the  French  and 
carried  into  a  Spanish  port,  and  condemned  there  on  that  capture 
by  the  French  Consul,  notwithstanding  the  claim  of  the  former 
purchaser.  On  appeal  to  the  Superior  Court  of  Prize  in  Paris,  she 
was  directed  to  be  restored.  After  this  restitution,  the  ship  con- 
tinuing to  be  navigated  as  the  property  of  the  Danish  merchant, 
came  to  the  port  of  Liverpool,  where  she  was  arrested  on  the  part 
of  the  former  British  proprietor. 

[The  Court  held  that  the  vessel  must  be  restored  to  the  original 
British  owner.] 

(a)  This  applies  to  the  extent  of  c.  99,  this  jurisdiction  has  been  put 
the  late  jurisdiction  of  the  Vice-  on  a  new  footing.  [See  now  27  &  28 
Admiralty  Ck)urts.     By  41  Geo.  3,      Yict.  c.  25,  ss.  3  and  9.] 


SIpW.  Soott. 
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Sir  W.  Scott. — Among  the  many  novelties  that  the  French        I800 
have  introduoed  into  the  world,  the  condemnation  of  prize  vessels         ^^    * 
in  neutral  ports,  under  the  authority  of  Consular  Courts  sitting        Thh 

•  1        1  1  •!•  rm  -I  f  KrKRTiTQHBTT. 

there,  is  not  the  least  extraordinary.  These  condemnations,  sus- 
tained by  the  tribunals  of  France,  may  be  good  and  valid  against 
French  subjects  on  a  second  capture  by  French  cruisers,  or  in  any 
other  way  in  which  they  may  come  before  them  in  transactions 
amongst  their  own  subjects,  as  considered  by  the  law  of  their  own 
country;  but  they  are  not  binding  on  other  coimtries.  This 
Court,  as  representing  this  country  in  such  matters,  has  already 
signified  its  opinion  upon  them. 

This  was  a  case  of  such  a  condemnation  in  the  first  instance,  and 
if  that  had  been  all  there  could  have  been  no  question  about  it ; 
but  it  appears  that  there  has  been  a  subsequent  French  capture, 
after  a  purchase  made  by  a  neutral  subject,  and  that  the  vessel  was 
then  carried  into  a  port  of  an  ally  of  the  war,  which  may,  for  the 
purpose  of  this  argument,  be  considered  as  a  French  port.  A 
second  condemnation  passed  there ;  and  on  appeal,  the  Superior 
Court  at  Paris  reversed  that  sentence,  and  decreed  restitution  to 
the  Danish  claimant.  On  what  grounds  either  of  these  decrees 
passed  we  are  not  informed.  The  former  of  these  sentences  could 
not  have  been  on  any  ground  of  defect  in  the  condemnation  in 
Norway,  because  condemnations  of  that  species  are  sustained  in 
France.  It  might  be  for  want  of  requisite  documents,  or  for 
haviQg  British  goods  on  board,  or  on  some  of  those  arbitrary  and 
fanciful  regulations  which  the  irregular  policy  of  France  has  esta- 
blished as  their  expositions  of  the  law  of  nations.  There  is  nothing 
to  show  that  the  reversal  of  the  second  condemnation  passed  upon 
any  ground  that  had  a  connection  with  the  first  condemnation  in 
Norway,  or  that  aflSrmed  that  sentence  upon  any  view  of  its  par- 
ticular merits.  If  it  affirmed  it  in  any  manner,  I  presume  it  would 
do  so  only  on  the  general  ground  that  these  consular  condemna- 
tions were  to  be  sustained,  in  which  it  would  be  just  as  good  as 
that  condemnation,  and  no  better.  But  in  truth,  I  presume  that 
it  must  have  turned  upon  other  questions  totally  foreign  to  it ;  it 
never  could  have  been  that  the  validity  of  such  a  condemnation 
had  been  disallowed  by  the  inferior  French  Court  so  as  to  make  it 
necessary  for  the  superior  tribunal  to  support  it  by  a  reversal.     I 

s2 


SirW.  Soott. 
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1800  think,  therefore,  that  the  second  proceedings  in  France  add  nothing 
^^  ^^'  to  the  real  authority  of  the  first  proceedings  in  Norway ;  and  as 
Thm         those  proceedings  cannot  sustain  the  title  of  the  neutral  purchaser, 

I  must  overrule  his  protest,  and  admit  the  claim  of  the  original 

proprietor. 

An  absolute  appearance  being  given  for  the  Danish  purchaser, 
Arnold  prayed,  on  his  behalf,  that  an  allowance  might  be  made 
to  him  for  the  amelioration  which  the  ship  had  undergone  in  his 
service. 

On  the  other  side,  Stoabey  said  that  in  the  Constant  Mary  (22nd 
August,  1696 ;  on  appeal,  Slst  December,  1697)  the  same 
demand  was  made,  but  rejected  by  the  Court ;  that  a  purchaser 
imder  an  illegal  title  must  take  the  consequences  of  his  own 
imprudence,  and  could  support  no  claim  to  be  indemnified  for 
intermediate  expenses. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — ^I  am  obliged  to  Dr.  Swabey  for  a  case  very 
much  resembling  the  present — a  case  of  great  antiquity  in  this 
Court.  In  that  case  the  demand  for  amelioration  was  refused, 
though  not  without  a  considerable  difference  of  opinion  between 
the  delegates.  Under  the  irregular  practice  which  has  prevailed, 
to  a  great  extent,  of  carrying  ships  for  condemnation  into  neutral 
ports,  an  individual  might  be  led  into  an  honest  mistake.  On 
this  principle,  in  the  Perseverance  (a),  I  did  decree  something  of  an 
allowance  to  be  made  for  amelioration.  In  the  same  manner  I  am 
not  disposed  to  consider  this  purchaser  as  a  person  buying  under  a 
title  notoriously  bad  at  the  time  of  purchase.  In  such  a  case,  as  a 
malcB  fidei  possessor,  he  must  have  taken  the  consequence  of  his 
own  imprudence.  As  to  ordinary  repairs,  the  Court  does  not 
usually  take  any  notice  of  them ;  the  use  of  the  ship  must  be  set 
off  against  them. 

It  appears  in  this  case  that  there  is  a  person  holding  a  bottomry 
bond  incurred  on  the  ship  and  cargo,  though  it  does  not  appear  in 
what  proportion,  or  how  far  he  has  been  indenmified  out  of  the 
cargo.    If  the  bond  is  for  mere  ordinary  repairs,  it  must  fall  under 

(o)  November  22nd,  1799. 
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the  oonsiderations  which  I  have  first  stated.    The  proper  rule  for        isoo 
the  registrar  and  merchants  to  pursue  will  be  to  consider  the      ^^^  ^^' 
quantum  of  the  improved  state  in  which  the  ship  comes  into  the  hands        Thb 

of  the  original  proprietors.     As  to  that  part,  it  is  not  a  restitution  to        

them,  but  a  new  acquisition.     This  is  the  point  to  which  I  wish  the  ^^^'  ^^**' 
registrar  and  merchants  to  apply  their  attention ;  and  under  this 
direction  I  shall  refer  it  to  them  to  report  on  the  quantum  of 
amelioration. 

Ship  restored  to  the  former  owner. 


THE  EACEH0R8E.  [3  o.  Rob. 

101.] 
Becapture — Freight 

A  vessel  chartered  from  liyerpool  to  Lisbon,  and  thence  to  Ireland, 
was  captured  by  a  Frendi  priyateer,  on  her  homeward  yoyage,  off 
Falmouth,  and  was  subsequently  recaptured  and  brought  into  Falmouth 
where  the  cargo  was  unladen.  The  ship  was  restored  on  2nd  July, 
but  no  claim  was  made  in  respect  of  the  cargo  till  17th  July,  and 
restitution  was  ordered  on  16th  November.  Held,  that  the  whole 
freight  was  payable  by  the  cargo,  less  one-eighth  deducted  for  salvage, 
and  that  the  ship  was  not  bound  to  wait  adjudication  on  the  cargo  in 
order  to  carry  it  on. 

This  was  a  case  of  a  British  ship  freighted  from  Liverpool  in  isoo 
ballast  to  St.  Martins  and  Lisbon,  to  bring  a  cargo  of  fruit  to  *^"^  ^^' 
Dublin,  taken  on  her  return  voyage  by  a  French  privateer  off 
Falmouth,  and  afterwards  recaptured  and  brought  to  Falmouth, 
where  the  cargo  was  unlivered.  No  application  was  made  to  the 
agent  of  the  ship  that  the  cargo  should  be  carried  on.  The  pre- 
sent question  arose  respecting  the  qtmntum  of  freight  due  from  the 
cargo  to  the  ship. 

On  the  part  of  the  owner  of  the  cargo,  the  Eing^a  Advocate. 

On  the  other  side,  Robinson. 

Sir  W.  Soott. — This  is  a  case  originating  in  the  misfortune  of 
a  capture  by  the  enemy ;  which,  however,  a  subsequent  recapture 
and  recovery  must  prevent  the  parties  from  considering  as  the 
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1800         grievance  of  a  total  loss  and  misadyentore,  notwithstanding  that 
'^     •      some  delay  and  expense  have  arisen  out  of  it. 


Thh  It  is  much  to  be  reirretted  that  charter-parties  do  not  contain 

provisions  for  the  case  of  capture  and  recapture ;  it  is  an  accident 

"  '  *  that  frequently  occurs,  and  it  would  have  been  extremely  natural 
that  some  provision  should  be  made  for  it ;  yet,  in  almost  all  the 
charter-parties  that  I  have  seen,  it  seems  to  have  been  as  much  out 
of  the  consideration  of  the  parties,  as  if  there  had  been  no  suck 
thing  as  capture  in  the  world. 

This  ship  was  chartered  to  go  from  Liverpool  to  St.  Martins, 
and  on  to  Lisbon,  for  a  cargo  of  fruit ;  there,  not  finding  a  full 
lading  of  fruit,  the  master  consented  to  take  in  wine,  out  of  accom- 
modation to  the  owner  of  the  cargo,  and  was  captured  on  her 
return  voyage  off  Falmouth ;  a  great  part  of  her  voyage  was  per- 
formed, the  outward  voyage  entirely,  and  a  great  part  of  the 
returned  voyage,  and  solely  in  the  service  of  the  freighters ;  the 
master,  it  appears,  was  taken  out  on  the  first  capture,  and  owing  to 
that  circumstance  no  claim  was  immediately  given  for  the  cargo. 
The  owner  of  the  ship  being  dead,  the  care  of  the  vessel  devolved 
on  his  administrator ;  no  blame  is  imputable  to  him  that  he  did 
not  interfere  with  respect  to  the  cargo ;  his  duties  were  duties  of 
caution,  he  could  not  be  expected  to  do  all  that  the  master  or  the 
owner  himself  might  have  done ;  it  was  natural  for  him  to  confine 
himself  to  the  concern  of  the  ship,  and  without  intermeddling 
vrith  the  cargo,  to  act  only  in  such  a  manner  as  seemed  best  for  the 
interests  of  the  estate  of  his  party.  The  ship  was  restored  by  con- 
sent on  the  2nd  of  July,  whilst  no  claim  was  given  for  the  cargo 
till  the  17th  of  July,  and  restitution  did  not  pass  till  the  16th  of 
November.  The  case  of  the  cargo  was  litigated — and  is  the  Court 
to  say  that  the  ship  was  to  stay  and  wait  the  result  of  the  pro- 
ceedings when  she  herself  had  been  restored,  whilst  the  cargo 
was  contested  and  might  be  condemned,  and  whilst  it  was  by  no 
means  clear  that  any  cargo  would  remain  to  be  carried  on  P  This 
would  be  an  unreasonable  expectation.  I  do  not  say  that  a  party 
is  to  act  in  a  hasty  manner,  and  to  run  away  immediately  on  the 
restitution  of  his  ship.  Something  is  to  be  conceded  in  the  way  of 
accommodation ;  a  reasonable  time  is  to  be  allowed,  and  if  it  is 
not  allowed,  a  proportion  of  the  freight  may  be  deducted.    But  I 
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cannot  say  that  a  ship  shall  wait  all  this  time  for  the  mere  ohanoe        I800 
of  taking  on  the  cargo,  if  eventually  it  should  be  restored.    It  is      *^"^  ^^' 


SirW.  Soott. 


said  that  the  contract  was  totally  dissolved ;  but  by  whose  means  Thb 
happened  it  that  it  was  so  dissolved  P  It  was  in  no  degree  owing 
to  the  owner  of  the  ship,  who  might  have  carried  on  the  cargo,  but 
that  the  owner  of  the  cargo  was  not  ready  to  proceed ;  though  he 
acted  as  discharged  from  his  contract,  he  is  substantially  entitled 
to  the  benefit  of  it.  On  these  groimds  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
ship  is  entitled  to  her  whole  freight  (a). 

(a)  In  the  MartJuiy  a  similar  questioii  arose  as  to  freight  on  an 
American  ship  from  America  to  Amsterdam,  captured  in  the  Channel, 
20th  December,  1800,  and  brought  in.  The  ship  was  restored,  with 
freight,  on  the  10th  of  January.  On  the  15th  of  January  a  commission  of 
unlivery  passed,  and  on  the  16th,  one  parcel  of  goods,  for  which  a  claim  had 
been  given,  was  restored.  The  unlivery  was  directed  to  be  suspended  as  to 
those  goods,  but  it  being  necessary  to  move  them  in  order  to  get  at  the  rest 
of  the  cargo,  they  were  unlivered.  On  the  part  of  the  claimaiit  of  those 
goods,  it  was  demanded  of  the  master  that  he  should  take  them  on  board 
again  (the  claimant  offering  to  be  at  the  charge  of  the  reshipment),  and 
carry  them  on  upon  the  original  freight.  On  the  other  side,  it  was  contended 
that  the  master  was  entitled  to  have  his  whole  freight  pronoxmoed  due  with- 
out being  charged  with  any  further  services ;  that  the  ship  had  suffered  a 
long  demurrage,  and  some  damage  during  that  time ;  that  the  object  of  her 
returned  voyage  was  frustrated  by  the  delay,  and  that  it  would  expose  her 
to  great  inconvenience  to  go  on  with  a  part  of  her  cargo  only. 

Sib  W.  Soott. — This  is  a  case  in  which  some  loss  must  fall  upon  one  of 
two  innocent  parties,  both  of  whom,  I  fear,  it  will  not  be  in  the  power  of  the 
Court  to  protect.  One  is  a  carrier  master,  who  is,  if  I  may  use  the  expres- 
sion, a  favourite  with  the  Court ;  the  other  the  owner  of  a  cargo  engaged  in 
an  innocent  commerce.  The  ship  has  been  released,  and  the  cargo  also ;  but 
it  has  happened  that  it  became  necessary  to  unliyer  the  whole  cargo,  in  order 
to  get  at  a  parcel  of  goods,  for  which  no  claim  was  giyen.  After  what  I 
have  said,  I  should  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  look  very  particularly  into 
all  the  circumstances  attending  this  case,  if  I  had  not  met  with  one  deter- 
mined by  my  predecessor,  which  comes  so  very  near  to  the  circumstances  of 
this  case  that  I  can  find  no  distinction  between  them.  It  is  the  case  of  the 
Hamilton^  Eodman,  Adm.,  20th  Noyember,  1793,  an  American  ship  retaken 
from  the  French,  and  brought  in,  May,  1793,  on  a  voyage  from  Lisbon  to 
Petersburg.  The  ship  was  restored  immediately,  with  some  part  of  the 
cargo  claimed  for  the  owner  of  the  ship ;  the  remainder  of  the  cargo  was 
claimed  on  the  5th  of  Jmie,  and  restored  on  the  original  evidence  on  the 
9th  of  August.  The  cargo  had  been  unloaded,  but  the  ship  was  not  gone 
away  at  the  time  of  the  restitution,  and  a  demand  was  made  upon  the  master 
to  take  the  cargo  on  board  again  and  proceed  on  his  original  voyage ;  but  he 
refused,  and  went  away  with  the  ship,  and  the  owners  of  the  cargo  were 
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1800  It  was  prayed  on  the  part  of  the  owner  of  the  cargo  that  one- 
— ! eighth  of  the  freight  might  be  deducted  for  the  salyagei  which 


Thh        they  had  paid  on  the  freight. 

SirW.  Soott.       ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  *^®  other  side  that  the  owner  of  the  ship  had 
settled  with  the  recaptors  for  salvage. 

Court, — ^For  the  ship ;  but  salvage  is  due  for  the  ship,  cargo, 
and  freight. 

Prayer  granted. 


[3  0.  Bob.  THE  NEPTUNUS  (No.  3). 

108.] 

CorUrahand — Articles  ancipitis  usus — Tallow, 

Tallow  destined  for  Amsterdam :  Held  not  liable  to  condemnation. 
Sail  cloth :  Held  to  be  contraband,  even  wben  consigned  to  a  port  of 
mercantile  and  naval  eqmpment. 


1800 
June  13. 


This  was  a  case  of  a  miscellaneous  cargo,  taken  June  12th, 
1798,  on  a  voyage  from  Cronstadt  to  Amsterdam.  Further  proof 
had  been  directed  to  be  made  on  several  claims  for  different 
parts  of  the  cargo. 

On  a  claim  for  a  quantity  of  tallow,  on  the  part  of  a  merchant 
of  Petersburg,  the  King^s  Advocate  contended  that  tallow  was  to 
be  considered  as  a  naval  store,  liable  to  confiscation  as  contraband. 

Court, — I  am  not  disposed  to  consider  it  in  that  light,  on  a 
destination  to  such  a  port  as  Amsterdam ;  Amsterdam  is  a  great 
mercantile  port,  as  well  as  a  port  of  naval  equipment ;  if  it  had 
been  taken  going  to  Brest,  I  should  have  had  little  doubt  about  it. 

Eestored. 

obliged  to  find  another  conveyance  for  their  goods  to  Petersburg.  On  the 
20th  of  November,  1793,  the  question  as  to  the  freight  was  brought  before 
the  Court,  and  it  was  objected  that  it  was  not  due,  as  the  ship  had  not  per- 
formed her  part  of  the  contract ;  but  the  Court  decreed  the  whole  freight  to  be 
a  charge  on  the  cargo.  This  case  is  so  exactly  in  point,  that  I  can  see  no 
distinction  between  it  and  the  present  case.  As  long  as  that  case  stands 
uncorrected  by  the  superior  Court  (if  it  requires  any  correction),  I  shall  think 
myself  bound  to  follow  it,  though  I  am  sorry  to  say  it  may  in  particular 
instances  fall  with  hardship  on  the  owners  of  cargoes. 
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On  a  claim  for  275  bundles  of  sail  cloth,  as  the  property  of  a        isoo 
merchant  of  Petersburg.  -^""^  ^^' 


ThbNbp- 

Court. — ^That  is  universally  contraband,  even  on  a  destination  to  tttntjb(No.  3), 
ports  of  mere  mercantile  naval  equipment ;  Amsterdam  is  a  port 
both  of  great  mercantile  and  military  equipment. 

Condemned. 

On  prayer  for  the  freight  and  expenses  of  the  ship,  the  King^s 
Advocate  contended  that  freight  could  not  be  given  in  a  case  of  a 
contraband  cargo. 

Arnold  and  Robinson. — The  Court  will  not  think  it  necessary  to 
apply  that  rule  in  its  utmost  rigour  in  such  a  case  as  the  present, 
where  the  contraband  articles  are  but  in  a  small  quantity,  amongst 
a  variety  of  other  articles. 

The  Court  acceded. 
Freight  and  expenses  given. 


THE  GEAAFF  BEENSTOEF.  P  ?•  i^^- 

Cargo — Property  of  Neutral — Property  of  Enemy — One  Ship— Concealment  of 

Enemy  Interest  by  Neutral — National  Character, 

Where  there  has  been  a  suppression  of  an  enemy's  interest  in  a  cargo 
with  a  fraudulent  intent  by  a  neutral  cargo  owner,  such  neutral  owner 
is  not  allowed  to  supply  defects  of  proof  as  to  his  own  part  of  the  cargo. 

This  was  a  case  of  a  valuable  cargo  taken  on  a  voyage  from        isoo 
Batavia  to  Copenhagen.     The  claim  was  given  in  the  first  instance      ai^mei 
for  the  whole  cargo,  as  the  property  of  the  house  of  Black  &  Co.,  «^j»^^23,i803. 
of  Copenhagen ;  but  after  some  circumstances  respecting  it  had 
transpired,  an  amended  claim  was  given,  by  leave  of  the  Court,  for 
the  cargo,  as  the  property  of  Black  &  Co.  and  a  Mr.  Van  Tromp. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — This  cause  now  comes  on  upon  a  corrected 
claim  given  for  Black  &  Co.,  of  Copenhagen,  and  Mr.  Van  Tromp ; 
the  former  claim  was  given  for  Black  &  Co.  only,  and  all  the 
papers  concurred  in  representing  the  property  in  that  manner :  so 
it  continued  to  be  described  till  the  time  of  hearing.    Then,  from 
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1800         papers  that  had  come  to  light  in  other  causes,  it  became  a  matter  of 

"^^  almost  unavoidable  admission  that  another  person  had  some  interest 

•^  Gbaafp  in  this  cargo,  and  the  Court  called  on  the  parties  to  explain  that 

circumstance.     The  present  claim  is  brought  forward  in  an  amended 

"^  '  ^  '  form,  in  obedience  to  that  order,  showing  that  Black  &  Co.  are  the 
owners  of  much  the  greater  part  of  the  cargo,  but  that  Mr.  Van 
Tromp  is  the  owner  of  some  portion  of  it.  I  shall  first  dispose  of 
Ihe  daim  for  his  share,  which  must  depend  entirely  on  his  national 
character,  on  which  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  he  is  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  Dutchman.  He  is  a  person  born  in  Holland,  and 
living  there  till  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  this  adventure, 
when  he  removes  to  Copenhagen  and  goes  through  the  slight 
formalities  of  obtaining  a  burgher's  brief — ^formalities  on  which,  it 
is  said,  great  importance  is  attached  in  Denmark,  but  on  which  other 
countries  which  have  to  consider  its  real  nature  and  effect  certainly 
can  attach  but  little  in  the  estimate  of  a  real  national  character. 
He  embarks  immediately  on  an  adventure  to  a  Dutch  settlement, 
under  an  intention,  it  is  said,  of  returning  to  Europe,  but  is  at  the 
time  of  this  capture  left  residing  at  Batavia.  It  appears  from 
other  papers  that  he  considers  himself  as  a  Dutchman;  he  ex- 
presses a  warm  interest  in  the  political  events  of  Holland,  as  his 
own  country,  and  evidently  intends  to  return  and  end  his  days  there. 
To  say  that  his  Dutch  character  is  purged  off  by  having  made  one 
voyage  in  a  Danish  ship,  and  imder  such  circumstances  accom- 
panied with  an  actual  employment  in  a  Dutch  settlement,  and 
with  an  intention  of  perpetuating  his  connection  with  Holland  by 
returning  to  end  his  days  there,  would  be  truly  ridiculous.  It  is 
impossible  to  consider  him  as  a  Dane,  or  in  any  other  light  than  in 
his  original  Dutch  character  (a).  His  share  must  be  deemed  liable 
to  condemnation. 

I  come  then  to  the  question,  in  what  manner  the  suppression  of 
the  interests  of  this  person  will  affect  the  interests  of  others  P  It 
is  a  question  on  which  great  property  depends,  and  therefore  the 
Court  is  naturally  disposed  to  consider  it  with  that  tender  delibera- 
tion which  objects  of  great  value  necessarily  create ;  under  these 
impressions,  the  Court  would  pass  over  nothing  that  could  be  urged 
with  any  effect  for  the  claimants  in  such  a  case. 

(a)  See  note,  p.  270. 
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It  may  not  be  immaterial  to  consider  the  origin  of  this  trans-        isoo 
action :  it  was  a  voyage  to  a  Dutch  settlement — from  Copenhagen,        **"^ 


indeed,  but  with  a  cargo  procured  in  Holland.     I  do  not  say  that   Thb  Geaafp 

a  neutral  merchant  may  not  very  lawfully  carry  on  such  a  trciffic,        

purchasing  articles  in  Holland,  and  afterwards  employing  them  as  ^  .  Soc  . 
he  pleases,  when  they  have  become  bond  fide  his  property,  and  have 
been  imported  into  his  own  country.  But  certainly  it  is  not  too 
much,  on  the  other  side,  to  observe  that  the  sending  a  cargo  so 
purchfised  to  a  Dutch  colony  does  necessarily  afford  a  strong 
groimd  of  suspicion  that  there  are  Dutch  interests  connected  with 
it.  It  does  not  appear,  I  think,  that  there  had  been  any  orders 
sent  from  the  house  of  Black  &  Co.  for  the  purchase  of  the  outward 
cargo.  It  was  purchased  by  Dull  &  Co.,  of  Amsterdam,  but  for 
Black  &  Co.,  as  it  is  said ;  it  does  not,  however,  appear  that  the 
house  in  Amsterdam  purchased  under  their  directions,  as  their 
agents  only,  and  as  having  no  other  connection  with  it.  On  the 
contrary,  Mr.  Van  Tromp,  the  agent  of  Black  &  Co.,  writes  to 
Dull  &  Co.  about  everything  relating  to  the  outward  cargo ;  about 
the  quality  of  the  articles  when  sold ;  and  likewise  respecting  the 
homeward  voyage,  and  the  ports  of  Europe  to  which  it  might  be 
most  advantageous  for  the  ship  to  return.  These  gentlemen  in 
Amsterdam  appear  to  have  been  persons  who  had  more  interest  in 
this  transaction  than  as  mere  laders  of  the  outward  cargo.  It  is  im- 
possible, for  persons  dealing  fairly  in  such  a  trade  in  an  enemy's 
country,  not  to  feel  that  they  are  exposed  to  suspicion ;  so  as  to  excite 
in  them  a  reasonable  prudence  as  to  the  mode  of  conducting  the 
transaction.  It  must  occur,  I  think,  to  every  person  of  ordinary 
prudence,  that  it  would  be  extreme  indiscretion  in  persons  em- 
barking in  such  a  questionable  commerce,  to  have  the  whole 
correspondence  respecting  it  carried  on,  not  immediately  with 
themselves,  but  with  the  merchants  in  Holland,  by  their  agent  at 
Batavia.  If  any  difficulty  occurred,  they,  the  neutrals,  the  real 
owners,  were  the  persons  to  be  consulted  upon  it.  To  see  merchants 
in  Holland  interposed  as  a  sort  of  middle  men,  or  rather  acting  as 
the  only  European  psu^ies  concerned,  to  see  them  conducting  every 
part  of  the  transaction,  does  unavoidably  fix  in  the  mind  of  the 
Court  an  impression  that  this  is  a  transaction  connected  with  other 
interests  than  such  as  are  merely  neutral ;  especially  in  a  case  that 
appears  to  have  had  its  origin  in  Holland. 
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1800  There  are  other  papers  which  point  still  further  to  some  such 

"^    '      complication  of  interests.    At  all  events,  it  is  a  case  of  further 


Sir  W.  Scott. 


The  Ghaatf  proof,  as  the  master  cannot  speak  in  verification  of  the  property. 
The  only  question,  therefore,  is,  v^rhether  it  is  such  a  case  as  can 
fairly  be  admitted  to  go  to  further  proof.  The  general  rule  of  the 
Court  is  certainly  this,  that  virhere  there  has  been  a  suppression  of 
an  enemy's  interest  with  a  fraudulent  view,  the  party  engaged  in 
that  fraud  shall  not  be  permitted  to  supply  the  defects  of  proof  of 
his  own  property  mixed  up  vrith  it.  It  appears  to  be  a  rule 
perfectly  reasonable  in  its  principle,  and  one  that  this  Court  would 
find  it  necessary  to  support,  even  if  the  authority  of  the  superior 
Court,  which  has  adopted  it,  had  not  made  it  absolutely  binding 
upon  its  practice.  The  question  is,  then,  a  question  of  fact :  whether 
there  is  reason  to  suppose  that  these  parties  entertained  a  fraudulent 
intention  of  withdrawing  this  man  from  the  view  of  the  Court  P 
whether  this  concealment  was  done  in  order  to  impart  to  him 
undue  favour  and  protection,  or  from  the  more  inoffensive  causes 
suggested  in  the  explanation  P  If  I  could  be  induced  to  believe  it 
could  be  done  from  these  suggested  causes  only,  I  should  be 
unwilling  to  strain  the  rule  of  law  to  the  disadvantage  of  these 
claimants ;  although  they  are  persons  who,  from  many  cases  that 
have  appeared  in  this  Court,  cannot  think  themselves  entitled  to 
more  attention  than  the  demands  of  justice  strictly  require.  On 
the  other  side,  if  the  explanations  are  not  satisfactory,  I  must  pro- 
nounce that  the  imputation  of  fraud  is  not  removed;  and  the 
consequence  will  be  that  under  the  rule  which  I  have  before 
stated,  the  parties  cannot  be  allowed  to  sustain  their  interest  by 
any  further  elucidation. 

In  this  amended  claim,  it  was  to  be  expected  that  some  account 
would  have  been  given,  as  coming  from  the  parties  themselves,  to 
explain  how  it  happened  that  the  original  claim  was  framed  in 
general  terms. 

[Dr.  Arnold. — The  parties  were  directed  to  amend  the  daim 
only ;  and  it  was  apprehended  that  any  explanation  might  have 
been  considered  as  introducing  further  proof.] 

I  cannot  but  think  such  an  explanation  might  have  been 
given  under  the  allowance  of  the  Court  to  amend  the  claim ;  as  it 
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now  stands,  it  is  merely  the  explanation  of  counsel.  It  is  said,  isoo 
however,  in  explanation,  first,  that  the  claim  is  to  he  considered  as  *^"^^  ^^' 
given  for  Black  &  Co.,  and  that  the  addition  of  "  &  Co."  implies  Thb  Gbaafp 
that  other  persons  were  interested  in  the  adventure ;  and  that  it  is  ™[^^*^- 
not  necessary  to  specify  the  several  shares.  But  can  it  he  allowed  that,  ^^  ^-  ^^^• 
if  a  neutral  house  of  trade  chooses  to  associate  itself  with  an  enemy, 
it  is  at  liberty  to  cover  his  interests  under  a  general  claim  so 
described  P  That  never  can  be  permitted ;  for,  under  such  a  daim, 
the  interests  of  every  subject  of  the  enemy  might  be  protected.  It 
is  said,  further,  that  although  Mr.  Van  Tromp  is,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances now  appearing  in  these  papers,  to  be  considered  as  a 
Dutchman  by  this  Court ;  yet,  in  Denmark,  he  was  considered  as 
an  adopted  Dane;  that  therefore  there  could  be  no  motive  for 
dissimulation ;  and  there  being  no  motive  for  fraudulent  conceal- 
ment, no  such  concealment  is  to  be  imputed.  Now,  I  am  willing 
to  say,  that  if  in  any  one  paper  the  name  of  Van  Tromp  had 
appeared,  under  the  extreme  disposition  which  I  feel  not  to  press 
the  rule,  where  the  facts  will  admit  of  an  explanation  that  can 
justify  a  departure  from  it,  I  might  accede  to  this  reasoning ;  but 
when  I  see  that  it  does  not  appear  in  any  one  paper,  and  that  it 
comes  out  only  accidentally  at  last  from  papers  introduced  from 
other  ships  by  the  fortunate  diligence  of  the  captors,  the  fact  of 
dissembling  his  interests  must,  I  think,  be  subject  to  the  imputa- 
tion fixed  upon  it — ^that  it  was  done  with  a  design  of  concealing 
his  name  from  this  Court,  as  a  name  that  was  not  understood  to  be 
so  clearly  entitled  to  the  rights  of  neutral  character,  as  it  is  pre- 
tended to  have  been  in  Denmark. 

Again,  if  it  could  be  shown  that  the  concealment  had  been 
introduced  only  by  the  artifices  of  Van  Tromp — although  the 
principal  is  certcdnly  in  general  to  be  held  responsible  for  his  agent— 
I  should  be  unwilling  to  press  the  rigour  of  this  rule,  under  such 
circumstances,  against  the  neutral  claimant.  But  how  can  this  be 
understood?  The  original  claim  made  no  mention  of  such  a 
person,  or  if  the  original  claim  was  incorrectly  formed  under  the 
original  papers,  how  happened  it  that  no  application  was  made  to  . 
reform  it  as  erroneous  till  the  secret  had  transpired  from  other 
quarters  ?  On  this  view  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  explanation, 
and  looking  to  the  manner  in  which  it  is  introduced,  as  the 
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1800         suggestion  of  counsel  only,  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  saying  that 

^^  ^*'      a  fraudulent  purpose  does  lie  at  the  hottom  of  this  transaction; 

The  Gbiavf   and  I  am  therefore  imder  the  necessity  of  rejecting  the  application 

Bbbxsto&f.      -       p       -  - 

for  further  proof. 

Bir  W.  Scott. 

Arnold  stated  that  the  agent  in  London  was  under  some  anxiety 

lest  blame  might  be  imputed  to  him  for  not  giving  the  explanation 
on  the  account  of  the  widow  Black  &  Co.,  with  a  specific  declara- 
tion of  their  interests,  as  stated  by  them  in  a  letter  of  29th  June, 
before  the  cause  came  on.  He  said  that  this  had  been  omitted 
owing  to  an  apprehension  that  had  been  entertained  that  the 
amended  claim  was  only  to  state  the  specific  interest ;  and  there- 
fore other  points  had  been  omitted,  lest  they  might  be  thought  to 
introduce  further  proof,  without  being  authorized  so  to  do. 

Court, — I  have  not  at  this  moment  a  very  exact  recollection  of 
what  passed,  when  the  claim  was  ordered  to  be  amended ;  but  it 
having  been  agreed  that  the  first  claim  was  erroneous,  I  should  not 
have  thought  the  parties  were  wandering  irregularly  into  further 
proof,  if  they  had  gone  on  to  explain  what  circumstances  had  led 
to  the  inaccuracy  of  the  former  claim.  I  do  not  understand,  that 
it  is  now  asserted,  that  any  notice  was  taken  of  Mr.  Van  Tromp's 
interest,  or  that  the  letters  make  this  confession,  before  the  dis- 
covery had  been  made  of  Van  Tromp's  interest :  that  being  the 
case,  it  comes  too  late.  The  letters  were  not  written  till  the  29th 
June — ^before  the  hearing  indeed,  but  not  before  it  was  perfectly 
apparent  that  Van  Tromp  had  this  interest.  I  think  this  is  not 
sufficient  to  exculpate  the  party.  It  may  perhaps  operate  else- 
where, if  the  parties  should  incline,  as  they  probably  will  in  a 
question  of  such  extent  in  point  of  value,  to  resort  to  other  judg- 
ments ;  but  it  is  not  sufficient  to  induce  me  to  alter  the  decree.  It 
must  be  recollected  that  the  decree  is  founded,  not  on  this  circum- 
stance alone,  but  upon  a  view,  collecting  around  it  all  other 
circumstances  of  suspicion  with  which  the  case  abounds  (a). 

[4  0.  Bob.         (a)  In  the  Herman  (March  19th,  house"  in  the  neutral  country,  "that 

228«]  1802),  Sir  W.  Scott,  referring  to  the  he  may  cany  on    trade   with    the 

national  character  of  a  trader,  said  enemy  from  his  house  at  E.  cannot 

that  where  a  person  has  a  house  of  he    denied,    provided    it   does   not 

trade  in  a  neutral  coontry,  and  one  in  originate  from  his  house  in  London, 

Great    Britain    "secondary   to    his  nor  vest  an  interest  in  that  house." 
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June  14. 


THE  DER  MOHR  (No.  1).  [ac.Rob. 

129.] 
Cbp^Mfc — Triz/t — Z<w« — Negligence  of  Prize  Master — Liability  of  Captor, 

A  captor  is  responsible  for  the  act  of  his  agent,  and  is  therefore  liable 
for  the  value  of  a  prize  lost  through  the  negligence  of  a  prize-master. 

Befusal  to  take  a  pilot :  Heldt  under  the  circumstances,  to  be  an  act 
of  negligence. 

This  was  a  case  of  a  ship  and  cargo  taken  September  10th,  1799,        1800 
on  a  voyage  from  Surinam  to  Altona,  but  lost  in  coming  through  . 
the  Needles,  owing  to  the  ignorance  and  wilfulness  of  the  prize- 
master  put  on  board.    The  cause  now  came  on,  upon  the  claim  of 
the  owner  of  the  ship  for  restitution  in  value. 

For  the  claimant,  Svodbey  and  Bobimon. 

For  the  captor,  the  King's  Advocate  and  Arnold. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — ^This  is  certainly  a  very  calamitous  case — either 
to  the  neutral,  whose  property  is  destroyed ;  or  to  the  officers  of 
his  Majesty's  ship,  the  captor,  if  they  are  to  answer  for  the  loss 
which  has  been  sustained  out  of  their  own  private  funds.  What 
makes  it  more  calamitous  is,  that  the  parties  themselves,  on  both 
sides,  appear  to  be  entirely  free  from  every  imputation  of  blame ; 
nothing  could  be  more  correct  and  meritorious  than  the  conduct  of 
the  captors ;  at  the  same  time,  it  is  a  principle  too  clear  to  be 
doubted,  and  too  stubborn  to  be  bent,  that  every  principal  is  civilly 
answerable  for  the  conduct  of  his  agent.  The  original  seizure  was 
made  on  groimds  which  the  Court  has  held  to  be  justifiable ;  and 
the  conduct  of  the  parties  themselves  was  perfectly  imexception- 
able ;  but  under  the  principle  that  I  have  stated,  the  result  of  this 
application  will  depend  on  the  manner  in  which  their  agent 
conducted  himself,  if  the  loss  is  immediately  attributable  to  him. 

It  appears  that  the  capture  was  made  by  two  of  his  Majesty's 
ships ;  that  the  senior  officer.  Captain  Church,  committed  the  prize 
to  the  care  of  Captain  Talbot,  directing  him  to  put  a  pilot  on 
board,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  her  through  the  Needles,  and  to 
accompany  her  to  Spithead.  These  orders  were  most  correctly 
obeyed  by  Captain  Talbot ;  a  pilot  came  up,  and  was  sent  on  to  the 
prize,  which  was  at  some  small  distance  behind ;  indeed,  it  was  not 
likely  that  it  should  be  neglected,  as  Captain  Talbot's  own  vessel 
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1800         had  herself  heen  in  some  danger  in  getting  through  that  passage. 
une  14.      These  gentlemen  appear  to  have  done  everything  that  could  be 


Sir  W.  Sootfc. 


Tm  Dbb      done  on  their  part  to  exonerate  them  from  this  demand :  but  let  us 
see  how  their  inferior  oflScer  has  conducted  himself.     The  prize- 
master  admits  that  a  pilot  came  down  and  tendered  himself  as  sent 
by  one  of  the  commanders  to  take  charge  of  the  vessel.    The 
prize-master  refused  to  admit  him,  but  he  insists  ^'  that  the  loss 
happened  owing  to  the  sudden  shifting  of  the  wind,  and  that  no 
skill  could  have  prevented  it."    What  is  the  account  given  by  the 
neutral  master  and  the  passengers  on  board  P    They  say,  "  that 
the  pilot  came  and  told  the  prize-master  that  he  was  sent  to  take 
charge  of  the  ship ;  but  the  prize-master  declined  to  admit  him, 
asserting  that  he  was  himself  a  pilot  for  the  Needles,  and  wanted 
no  assistance."    How  was  he  a  pilot  for  the  Needles  P    He  was 
not,  I  presume,  a  licensed  pilot  for  that  navigation ;  he  might  be  a 
good  seaman,  and  equal  to  have  taken  the  charge  of  the  ship  at 
sea,  in  an  ordinary  state  of  weather :  but  that  will  not  be  sufficient. 
It  is  clear  that  the  captains  of  his  Majesty's  ships  entertained  a 
diEEerent  opinion  of  his  competency,  for  they  directed  a  pilot  to  be 
taken  on  board ;  and  if  a  pilot  was  to  be  had,  he  could  not  excuse 
himself  for  refusing  to  take  his  assistance.     It  is  further  stated  that 
the  neutral  master,  who  knew  this  passage  very  well,  warned  him 
to  brace  his  yards  sharper,  but  he  refused.     Is  it  possible  to  see 
anything  in  this  conduct  but  ignorance  and  obstinacy  united  P  This 
account  of  the  neutral  master  is  fully  confirmed  by  the  affidavit  (a) 
of  a  passenger  on  board,  the  widow  of  a  British  officer.     She  says, 
*'  that  the  prize-master  refused  to  take  the  pilot  on  board,  or  to 
give  the  neutral  master  the  management  of  the  vessel,  though  he 
was  repeatedly  warned  of  his  danger,  and  that  she  believes  the 
vessel  was  lost  through  his  want  of  skill,  &c."    These  facts  have  not 
been  in  any  manner  denied,  although  ample  time  has  been  given  to 
contradict  them.     Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  impossible  for 
me  to  'Say  otherwise  than  that  the  ship  was  lost  by  the  misconduct  of 
the  prize-master.    It  is  undoubtedly  a  case  of  calamity,  miseranda 
vel  hosHy  to  be  lamented  by  the  claimant  himself,  if  he  considers 
himself  as  the  enemy  of  his  captors ;  but  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 

(a)  Affidavit  of  Mrs.  Buscli. 


Sir  W.  Scott. 
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eteer  clear  of  the  rule  of  law  that  a  principal  is  civilly  answerable        isoo 
for  the  conduct  of  his  agent.    I  am  under  the  necessity  of  pro-        "^    ' 
nouncing  the  neutral  owner  entitled  to  his  property,  and  must     'to  Deb 

JtLOBB* 

direct  restitution  to  be  made  in  value  of  the  ship. 

With  respect  to  the  cargo,  that  is  claimed  for  another  person,  a 
merchant  of  Hamburg ;  that  may  stand  on  other  groimds.  There 
appears  to  have  been  no  cause  of  seizure  of  the  ship,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  in  the  cargo,  which  was  a  cargo  of  West  India 
produce  going  from  the  colony  of  the  enemy.  I  should  certainly 
hold  there  was  justifiable  cause  of  seizure  as  to  the  cargo,  and  as 
that  may  rest  on  other  grounds,  I  shall  direct  that  to  stand  over. 


THE  DAIFJIE.  [3  c.  Rob. 

139.] 
Cartel  Ship— Principle  of  Protection — Capture  on  Voyage  to  take  up  Cartel 

Duty, 

Cartel  ships  are  exempt  from  capture  only  when  actually  carrying 
prisoners  or  returning  from  the  service.  But  when  ships  going  in  good 
faith  to  a  port  to  become  cartel  ships  were  captured :  Held,  that  under 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case  an  exception  might  be  made  to  the 
general  rule. 

This  was  a  question  arising  on  two  Dutch  ships,  taken  7th  May,        isoo 
1800,  on  a  voyage  from  the  Tezel  to  Flushing,  and  claimed  as      *^"^  ^' 
being  under  the  protection  of  a  cartel,  going  to  Flushing,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  on  board  some  exchanged  prisoners,  to  convey 
them  to  England. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — These  are  two  Dutch  vessels,  captured  on  the 
7th  May,  and  claimed  as  cartel  ships.  The  question  is,  whether, 
from  the  circumstances  under  which  they  were  taken,  they  are  to 
be  considered  under  the  protection  of  that  character  or  not  P  It  is 
a  practice  of  no  very  ancient  introduction  among  the  states  of 
Europe  to  exchange  prisoners  of  war  in  this  manner ;  it  has  suc- 
ceeded to  the  older  practice  of  ransoming,  which  succeeded  to  the 
still  more  ancient  practice  of  killing  or  carrying  them  into  cap- 
tivity. I  say  it  is  a  practice  of  no  remote  antiquity,  because,  on 
looking  into  Qrotius,  I  find  not  a  word  of  exchange  in  the  sense 

K.  T 
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1800        in  which  we  are  now  speaking  of  it.    It  is  a  practice,  therefore, 

**^  '       which,  at  least  as  far  as  his  writings  seem  to  indicate,  was  not  of 

Thb  Daifjib.  Yery  familiar  and  general  use  in  his  time,  though  perhaps  not 
SirW.  Soott.  altogether  unknown;  it  is,  however,  of  a  nature  highly  deserving 
of  every  favourable  consideration,  upon  the  same  principles  as  are 
all  other  commercia  belliy  by  which  the  violence  of  war  may  be 
allayed  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  its  purposes,  and  by  which 
something  of  a  pacific  intercourse  may  be  kept  up,  which  in  time 
may  lead  to  an  adjustment  of  differences,  and  end  ultimately  in 
peace.  At  the  same  time  it  is  highly  proper  that  it  should  be 
conducted  with  very  delicate  honour  on  both  sides,  so  as  to  leave 
no  ground  of  suspicion  that  a  practice  introduced  for  the  common 
benefit  of  mankind  should  be  made  a  stratagem  of  war  or  become 
liable  to  fraudulent  abuse.  I  presume  the  terms  of  cartel  are 
usually  settled  by  agreement  between  the  two  states.  In  the 
present  instance  we  are  not  informed  what  those  terms  of  agree- 
ment are ;  if  they  appeared,  there  might  perhaps  be  no  question 
left ;  perhaps  the  very  letter  of  it  might  decide  the  present  case ; 
or,  supposing  it  not  to  be  within  the  letter,  it  might  still  be  within 
the  spirit  of  the  agreement,  liberally  construed.  Judging  without 
such  information,  and  on  general  principles,  I  must  lay  it  down  as 
clear  that  ships  are  to  be  protected  in  this  office  ad  eundum  et 
redeunduniy  both  in  carrying  prisoners  and  returning  from  that 
service.  Whether  there  is  any  stipulation  usually  made  as  to  the 
species  of  ships  to  be  employed  does  not  appear ;  I  should  rather 
understand  from  the  return  made  by  the  transport  board  that 
there  is  not  any  stipulation  on  this  point,  and  perhaps  it  may  be 
immaterial  whether  they  are  merchant  ships  or  ships  of  war  that 
are  so  employed.  It  may,  indeed,  be  possible  to  put  an  extreme 
case,  in  which  the  nature  of  the  ship  might  be  material :  as,  if  a 
fire-ship  was  to  be  sent  on  such  service  to  Portsmouth  or  Plymouth, 
though  she  had  prisoners  on  board,  she  would  undoubtedly  be  an 
imweloome  visitor  to  a  naval  arsenal,  and  her  particular  character 
might  fairly  justify  a  refusal  to  admit  her ;  but,  in  general,  the 
nature  of  the  vessel  does  not  appear  to  be  of  consequence. 

A  particular  circumstance  in  this  case  is,  that  these  vessels  were 
not  actually  employed  as  cartel  ships  nor  taken  in  trq/ectu  either 
way,  either  going  or  returning,  between  the  ports  of  the  two 


THE  DAIFJIE.  275 

belligerents;  they  were  not  in  the  actual  discharge  of  those  isoo 
functions,  which  would  entitle  them  to  protection  eundo  et  redmndoy  ^'*^^  ^' 
for  they  were  going  from  the  Texel  to  Flushing,  there,  as  they  Thb  Daifjie. 
say,  to  take  the  prisoners  on  board.  It  is  the  employment,  and  sir  W.Scott, 
not  the  future  intention,  that  protects ;  they  ask  protection,  there- 
fore, beyond  the  reach  of  the  strict  principle,  which  allows  it  only 
ettndo  and  rcdeundo,  I  think,  however,  that  the  protection  may  be 
not  improperly  extended,  if  it  appears  that  they  had  in  any  manner 
entered  upon  their  functions  by  being  put  into  a  state  of  actual 
preparation  and  equipment  for  their  employment.  Suppose  that 
such  ships  had  been  found  in  the  Texel  last  year  upon  our  expedi- 
tion into  Holland,  actually  fitted  up  for  this  use,  and  by  being  so 
fitted,  unfitted  for  other  uses :  I  think  they  would  have  claimed  a 
favourable  consideration,  although  they  had  not  a  prisoner  on 
board.  The  passage  of  ships  from  one  of  their  own  ports  to 
another  is  liable  to  more  suspicion.  If  the  protection  of  cartel 
were  universally  allowed  in  such  cases,  it  would  give  the  enemy  the 
means  of  concentrating  his  force  without  molestation.  It  is  said 
that  this  is  a  subject  on  which  suspicions  are  not  to  be  indulged, 
and  that  the  strictest  delicacy  is  to  be  observed  on  both  sides :  but 
such  an  employment  of  a  vessel  does  in  some  degree  necessarily 
beget  suspicion;  and  the  best  way  to  avoid  suspicion  is  to  do 
nothing  that  excites  it.  If  it  is  said  that  such  a  voyage  as  this 
between  the  ports  of  Holland  is  to  be  allowed,  under  the  privileges 
of  cartel,  where  are  you  to  stop?  I  am  informed  a  case  has 
occurred  in  which  an  attempt  was  made  by  this  very  Dutch 
Q-ovemment  to  get  home  their  ships  from  Norway  imder  a  pre- 
tence of  this  same  nature.  May  vessels  be  brought  imder  this 
pretence  from  the  East  Indies,  or  where  can  the  line  be  drawn  ? 
It  is  said  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary,  and  that  necessity 
justifies  itself ;  but  no  such  necessity  is  shown ;  it  is  hardly  possible 
that  there  could  have  been  any  diflBculty  in  finding  shipping  at 
Flushing.  Necessity  being  out  of  the  case,  I  will  venture  to  lay  it 
down  that  a  ship  going  to  be  employed  as  a  cartel  ship  is  not  pro- 
tected by  mere  intention,  on  her  way  from  one  port  to  another  of 
her  own  coimtry,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  on  herself  that  character 
when  she  arrives  at  the  latter  port.  In  some  cases,  perhaps,  such 
a  necessity  may  occur ;  but,  then,  what  is  the  measure  to  be  pur- 
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1800         sued  P    It  is  usual  in  suoh  cases,  and  it  is  proper,  to  apply  to  the 

^^^'       commissary  of  prisoners  residing  in  the  country  of  the  enemy,  and 

TheDaifjis.   to  obtain  a  pass  from  him.     From  this  practice  alone  we  may 

SirW.  Soott.   infer  that  it  is  not  the  employment  that  is  held  to  convey  a 

necessary  protection  in  these  cases,  but  that  the  security  is  derived 

from  the  special  safe  conduct,  which  would  be  imnecessary  if  the 

mere  service  were  sufficient.     It  is  a  precaution  most  reasonable 

that  such  a  safe  conduct  should  be  obtained,  and  I  cannot  consider 

it  as  depending  on  any  particular  adherence  to  form  on  the  part  of 

this  country,  nor  as  being  peculiar  to  our  government  in  any 

manner,  to  expect  that  such  a  caution  should  be  observed. 

At  the  same  time,  if  these  ships  were  going  in  perfect  good  faith 
on  this  service,  and  had  ventured  out  to  sea  under  a  reliance  of 
being  protected  by  the  nature  of  their  service,  though  it  must  be 
oonsidered  to  be  a  rash  step,  it  would  be  too  strict  to  hold  them 
liable  to  the  penalty  of  confiscation.  The  question,  therefore, 
resolves  itself  into  a  question  of  fact,  whether  there  was  on  the 
part  of  those  intrusted  with  the  management  of  this  business  an 
honest  persuasion  that  in  going  to  Flushing  on  this  service  they 
should  be  protected?  If  so,  I  should  not  be  disposed  to  hold 
them  liable  to  the  penalty  of  confiscation.  Then  what  are  the 
particular  circumstances  of  their  situation  ?  They  have  instruc- 
tions on  board  from  their  own  government,  and  they  had  an 
English  ensign  hoisted  when  they  were  addressed ;  so  far  they 
appear  clothed  with  the  usual  marks  of  cartel  ships,  though  the 
latter  circumstance  does  not  weigh  much.  The  objections  that 
have  been  taken  are  that  they  did  not  communicate  with  the 
adverse  government  to  give  notice  that  these  ships  were  to  be  so 
employed.  This,  I  have  said,  might  be  a  rash  and  imprudent 
negligence  on  their  part,  but  it  is  not  decisive  against  them  to 
show  that  they  were  acting  fraudulently.  It  is,  besides,  stated  to 
me  that  there  is  no  English  commissary  residing  in  Holland, 
which  takes  ofE  in  some  degree  from  the  force  of  this  objection.  It 
is  further  urged  that  notice  was  not  sent  to  their  own  agent  here 
till  after  the  capture,  and  perhaps  till  after  the  knowledge  of  it. 
The  capture  was  made  on  the  7th  May ;  the  first  letter  that  was 
written  to  him  is  of  the  9th  May,  and  the  second  of  the  10  th,  both 
reaching  him  at  the  same  time ;  but  perhaps  it  was  not  thought 
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necessary  to  write  to  him  till  the  vessels  were  actually  dispatched,        isoo 
when  the  functions  of  his  office  were  to  begin.     It  is  said  the  size       ^^^v  ^- 
of  the  vessels  is  disproportionate  to  their  employment,  and  that  ThbDaifjib. 
they  were  larger  than  such  service  required ;  but  one  is  an  old  giy-wTsoott. 
East  Indiaman  which  had  been  lying  some  time  in  the  Texel; 
and  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the  persons  employed  to  navigate 
her  were  taken  out  of  the  military  hospital,  and  might,  on  account 
of  their  health,  require  more  than  ordinary  accommodation.    It  is 
to  be  considered  also,  that  prisoners  were  to  be  brought  back,  and 
therefore  perhaps  the  size  might  not  be  ill-adapted  to  aU  these 
circumstances.    Again,  it  is  objected  that  they  had  a  quantity  of 
shot  on  board,  but  as  I  understand,  for  the  purpose  of  ballast  only. 
The  quantity  is  not  large,  not  more  than  12  tons  out  of  150  ;  and 
it  cannot  be  conceived  that  such  an  article  might  not  be  carried  as 
conveniently,  for  any  sinister  purpose,  from  the  Texel  to  Flushing, 
by  their  own  inland  navigation.    As  to  the  manner  of  stowing 
them  in  sand  and  gravel  among  the  ballast,  it  is,  I  presume,  the 
usual  way  of  stowing  such  articles  when  they  are  not  fastened 
down  with  cramps.     It  is  said,  the  persons  on  board  did  not  con- 
duct themselves  conformably  to  their  instructions ;  they,  however, 
appear  to  have  done  so  sufficiently;  or  at  least,  if  there  was  nothing 
indicative  of  a  hostile  intention,  I  should  not  be  disposed  to  draw 
an  unfavourable  conclusion  from  slight  circumstances  of  behaviour. 
It  is  said  they  had  not  their  English  colours  flying,  but  they 
hoisted  them  on  being  addressed ;  it  is  said  also,  that  they  did  not 
stop,  on  the  inquiry  of  our  cutter,  to  give  an  acooimt  of  themselves. 
This  again  was  an  imprudence,  as  it  might  perhaps  have  prevented 
all  this  difficulty;  but  I  do  not  think  it  amounts  to  anything 
more.    These  are  the  principal  circumstances  on  which  objections 
are  raised,  to  show  that  they  were  not  acting  in  a  bond  fide  pursuit 
of  the  cartel  character  and  office.     There  are,  I  think,  on  the  other 
side,  circumstances  indicating  a  fair  and  honest  intention.    The 
quality  of  the  ships  is  something ;  they  appear  to  have  been  old 
East  Indiamen,  which  had  been  laid  up,  and  might  be  extremely 
fit  for  this  service,  and  for  hardly  any  other.     In  the  next  place, 
they  were  in  some  degree  of  preparation,  and  therefore  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of  the  principle,  which  I  have  thrown  out  on  that 
point.    Every  gun  was  taken  out ;  they  showed  no  measure  of 
ofEensive  operations  to  the  little  English  vessel  that  was  hovering 
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1800  about  them.  I  do  not  observe  that  it  has  been  stated  in  argument 
*^"^^  ^'  that  any  particular  view  of  hostiUty  was  to  be  answered  by  their 
ThuDaifjib.  repairing  to  Flushing.  The  officers  on  board  positively  swear 
Sir  W.  Soott.  "  they  were  going  as  cartel  ships."  They  must  either  be  affected 
with  ignorance  or  wilful  fraud;  credit  must  be  given  to  thoir 
representations.  The  character  of  enemy  does  certainly  admit  of 
stratagem  and  artifice  to  a  certain  extent,  yet  not  upon  such 
occasions  as  these;  on  such  occasions' the  most  scrupulous  attention 
to  good  faith  has  always  been  observed  by  the  old  governments  of 
Europe,  agreeably  to  the  system  on  which  the  afffidrs  of  Europe 
have  been  happily  conducted  for  a  great  length  of  time.  There 
are,  indeed,  new  governments  that  have  omitted  no  opportunity  of 
expressing  themselves  adversely  to  aU  rules  on  which  the  old 
system  has  been  founded ;  and  it  may  be  doubtful  how  far  they 
are  disposed  to  conform  in  practice  to  those  ancient  principles : 
but  they  shall  have  an  example  at  least  to  show  them,  that  the 
ancient  governments  still  adhere,  with  the  most  delicate  attention, 
to  all  the  principles  on  which  the  public  afEairs  of  Europe  have 
hitherto  been  managed  :  they  shall  see  that  it  is  their  interest  to 
respect  that  system,  whatever  views  they  may  have  had  in  affecting 
to  treat  it  with  indignity  and  contempt. 

These  are  the  considerations  on  which  I  shall  direct  these  vessels 
to  be  restored ;  at  the  same  time,  I  must  say  that  there  has  been 
much  rashness  and  imprudence.  The  whole  of  the  trouble  and 
expense  of  these  proceedings  has  been  occasioned  by  the  irregu- 
larity of  their  conduct.  It  is  but  fit  that  this  expense  should  fall 
upon  them;  therefore  I  restore  these  vessels  subject  to  the  payment 
of  the  expenses  of  this  suit  (a). 

[5  0.  Rob.         («)  Ii^  the  La  Olotre,  December  2nd,  1803,  the  principle  of  this  case  was 
192.]    '     foUowed. 

Court — When  this  case  came  on  before,  the  Court  intimated  a  disposition 
to  sustain  the  claim,  if  it  should  appear  to  have  been  the  understanding  of 
the  parties,  and  particularly  of  the  party  granting  the  permission,  that  a  ship 
sailing  on  this  service  under  a  flag  of  truce  should  be  protected,  though  not 
strictly  a  cartel.  Whether  the  British  commander  might  have  exceeded  his 
powers,  or  have  made  an  improvident  concession,  would  not,  I  think,  super- 
sede the  obligation  which  this  Ck>urt  would  feel  itself  under  to  support  the 
good  faith  of  the  agreement,  on  which  the  other  party  had  acted  with  con- 
fidence. The  prisoners  were  sent  to  Martinique,  probably  for  mutual  con- 
venience. This  contract  was  then  entered  into  between  the  prefect  of  the 
government  of  that  place  and  the  master  of  this  ship,  imder  the  direction  of 
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Blockade — Nan-effective  Character — Ship  Restored — Cargo  Condemned, 

When  a  neutral  ship  had  been  permitted  to  enter  a  blockaded  port,  and 
on  coming  out  with  a  cargo  there  shipped  had  passed  the  blockading 
force,  but  was  afterwards  seized  by  a  cruiser  not  engaged  on  the  blockade : 
Held,  that  the  blockade  had  been  relaxed,  and  that  under  the  circum- 
stances the  ship  should  be  restored.  The  Neptunus  {No.  2),  ante,  p.  195, 
followed.  Held  also,  that  the  owners  of  the  cargo  had  not  brought  them- 
selyes  within  the  exception  to  the  general  rule,  and  that  the  cargo  must 
be  condemned. 

This  was  the  case  of  a  Prussian  vessel  taken  14th  June,  1799,        isoo 

on  a  voyage  from  Rouen  to  Altona,  and  proceeded  against  for  a  "^    ' 

breach  of  the  blockade  of  Havre.  On  a  former  hearing  it  had 
been  contended  on  the  part  of  the  claimant  that  the  blockade  was 
to  be  considered  as  relaxed,  and  an  application  was  directed  to  be 
made  to  the  Admiralty  for  information  respecting  the  continuance 
of  the  blockade  of  Havre.  A  certificate  was  now  produced  from 
the  Admiralty  in  these  words : — "  Certifying  to  the  Right  Honour- 
able Sir  William  Scott,  Judge  of  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty  of 
England,  that  the  port  of  Havre  de  Gfrace  in  France,  and  the  other 
ports  of  the  Seine,  were  ordered  to  be  blockaded  by  his  Majesty's 
ships  on  the  28th  of  February,  1798 ;  and  that  such  blockade  has 
not  since  that  time  been  raised  or  relaxed  by  any  orders  from  the 
Right  Honourable  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to 
his  Majesty's  cruisers ;  but  the  said  port  has  been,  and  still  con- 
tinues to  be,  in  a  state  of  blockade.    July  4th,  1800." 

the  captain  general.  It  is  now  certified  not  to  have  exceeded  the  intention 
of  the  British  officer,  under  whose  permission  these  prisoners  were  allowed 
to  return  to  France ;  and  that  is  the  point  to  which  I  principally  look,  and 
which  approskches  to  the  foundation  of  the  principle  laid  down  by  the  Court 
in  the  case  referred  to.  Something  has  been  said  of  the  bad  faith  which  the 
Government  of  France  has  practised  on  some  similar  occasion  in  detaining  a 
vessel  sent  regularly  as  a  cartel  ship  from  this  country  to  a  port  of  France, 
Such  a  behaviour  would  on  no  account  be  resorted  to  as  a  precedent,  to  which 
this  CJourt  would  attend,  in  considering  the  proper  effect  of  the  proceedings 
of  these  parties  in  this  transaction.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  representation 
of  the  claimant  is  substantially  confirmed  by  the  British  officer,  and  I  shaU 
decree  restitution,  giving  the  captor  the  expenses  of  taking  the  depositions, 
and  of  the  further  proof  that  has  been  necessary  to  clear  up  this  matter. 

In  the  Carolina,  the  Court  held  as  to  contract*  for  cartel  ships  that  **  the     [6  C.  Rob. 
actual  existence  of  a  war  is  not  essentially  necessary  to  give  effect  to  them,         Z^^.] 
but  that  it  will  be  sufficient  if  they  are  entered  into  prospectively  and  in 
expectation  of  approaching  war." 
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1800  Sir  W.  Scott. — This  is  the  case  of  a  ship  taken  on  a  voyage 

— — ! from  Havre  to  Altona.    All  the  papers  express  that  the  ship  came 

Thb  JuFFEow  from  Havre,  and  there  is  no  dissimulation  of  that  droumstamce. 
SoHEOBDBB.    Tho  mttstcr,  on  his  examination,  says  "  that  he  does  not  know 
SirW.  Soott.   '^^  what  reason  he  was  taken";   but   it   is  not  necessary  that 
the  captor  should  have  assigned  any  reason  at  the  time  of  capture: 
he  takes  at  his  own  peril,  and  on  his  own  responsibility,  to  answer 
in  costs  and  damages  for  any  wrongful  exercise  of  the  rights  of 
capture.    At  the  same  time  it  may  be  a  matter  of  convenience  that 
some  declaration  should  be  made,  because  it  is  possible  that  if  the 
grounds  are  stated  it  may  be  in  the  power  of  the  neutral  master  to 
give  such  reasons  as  may  explain  away  the  suspicion  that  is  sug- 
gested.    It  may  therefore  be  convenient  to  both  parties,  but  it  is 
not  absolutely  necessary ;  it  is  not  a  duty  incumbent  on  the  captor 
to  state  his  reasons;  much  less  it  is  to  be  argued  negatively,  that 
because  no  mention  was  made  of  the  blockade  at  the  time  of 
capture,  it  must  necessarily  have  been  unknown  to  both  the  parties. 
In  the  depositions  the  neutral  master  swears  very  positively  to 
his  own  ignorance  of  the  fact  of  blockade,  and  states  in  a  very 
ingenuous  manner  the  course  of  his  late  voyages,  ^'  that  he  had 
been  from  Memel  to  Sandwich,  that  he  sailed  from  thence  for 
Embden,  but  was  prevented  by  winds,  and  went  to  Bordeaux, 
from  thence  to  Havre,  and  was  now  proceeding  from  Havre  to 
Altona,  having  never  broken  a  blockade  nor  received  any  notifica- 
tion ; "  and  in  this  accoimt  he  is  supported  by  another  witness. 
However,  the  f ewt  turned  out  to  be,  and  the  captors  had  a  perfect 
right  to  avail  themselves  of  it,  that  Havre  was  in  a  state  of  blockade, 
and  though  this  vessel  had  passed  the  blockading  force,  and  was 
taken  by  a  cruiser  not  employed  on  that  service,  yet  it  has  been 
held  by  the  Court  (a),  that  where  a  ship  has  contracted  the  guilt 
by  sailing  with  an  intention  of  entering  a  blockaded  port,  or  by 
sailing  out,  the  ofEence  is  not  purged  away  till  the  end  of  the 
voyage;    till  that  period  is  completed,  it  is  competent  to  any 
cruisers  to  seize  and  proceed  against  her  for  that  offence.    If, 
therefore,  the  fact  is  proved  that  the  ship  had  violated  a  blockade, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  this  cutter  will  be  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  it  against  her. 

(a)  Welvaart  Van  Pillaw,  ante,  p.  207. 
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It  is  perfectly  clear  that  a  blockade  had  taken  place  some  months        I800 
before,  and  that  the  notification  was  communicated  to  the  claimant's        ^^    ' 
government  not  only  that  a  blockade  would  be  imposed,  but  of  a  Thb  Juffeow 
most  rigorous  kind.    A  blockade  may  be  more  or  less  rigorous,    Sohbokdeb. 
either  for  the  single  purpose  of  watching  the  military  operations  of  q^  wTsoott. 
the  enemy,  and  preventing  the  egress  of  their  fleet,  as  at  Cadiz;  or, 
on  a  more  extended  scale,  to  cut  ofE  all  access  of  neutral  vessels  to 
that  interdicted  place,  which  is  strictly  and  properly  a  blockade,  for 
the  other  is,  in  truth,  no  blockade  at  all  as  far  as  neutrals  are  con- 
cerned.   It  is  an  imdoubted  right  of  belligerents  to  impose  such  a 
blockade,  though  a  severe  right,  and,  as  such,  not  to  be  extended 
by  construction ;  it  may  operate  as  a  grievance  on  neutrals,  but  it 
is  one  to  which,  by  the  law  of  nations,  they  are  bound  to  submit. 
Being,  however,  a  right  of  a  severe  nature,  it  is  not  to  be  aggravated 
by  mere  construction. 

The  notification  in  this  instance  declared  that  the  blockade  was 
to  be  of  the  most  rigorous  kind.  The  Seine  was  to  be  perfectly 
sealed  up,  no  ingress  or  egress  was  to  be  allowed ;  the  blockade 
was  to  be  as  complete  as  the  blockading  force  could  make  it. 
This  was  the  tenor  of  the  notification  given  to  foreign  govern- 
ments, and  I  cannot  entertain  the  least  doubt  that  the  orders 
which  were  given  to  our  Admiralty  were  conformable  to  it.  It  is 
impossible  to  suppose  that  the  orders  for  carrying  into  efEect  a 
great  measure  so  materially  affecting  other  states  would  not  be 
given  by  government  with  the  utmost  exactness.  When  such 
measures  are  imposed,  it  might  be  a  matter  of  convenience  if  some 
notification  was  given  to  this  Court,  which  is  ultimately  to  decide 
on  the  consequences  resulting  from  it.  It  might  be  desirable  also 
that  our  fleets  in  other  stations  should  be  apprised  of  it.  But 
these  are  considerations  of  convenience  and  practice,  in  no  way  inter- 
fering with  the  effect  of  the  notification  that  has  been  made  and 
the  means  that  have  been  taken  to  carry  it  into  execution.  It  is 
impossible  to  suppose  that  the  communication  so  made  by  the 
government  to  the  Board  of  Admiralty  was  not  acted  upon  by  the 
Admiralty  with  equal  exactness ;  no  one  who  knows  the  manner 
in  which  that  Board  has  at  all  times  been  conducted,  can  doubt 
that  the  orders  for  carrying  such  a  measure  into  effect  were  framed 
and  delivered  to  our  cruisers  on  that  station  with  the  utmost 
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1800         dispatch  and  precision.      This  fact  I  will  venture  to  assume,  that 
*^"^  ^^'      orders  must  have  been  given  to  these  cruisers  in  the  most  regular 

Thb  Juffbow  manner;  yet  I  cannot  shut  my  eyes  to  a  fact  that  presses  upon  the 
ScHBOEDEB.    Court,  that  the  blockade  has  not  been  duly  carried  into  effect.    A 

Sir  wTscott.  temporary  and  forced  secession  of  the  blockading  force  from  the 
accidents  of  winds  and  storms  would  not  be  sufficient  to  constitute 
a  legal  relaxation ;  but  here  ships  are  stopped  and  examined  and 
suffered  to  go  in.  The  master  of  this  particular  vessel  says,  "  that 
in  coming  out  he  saw  no  ships  for  forty-eight  hours."  That  might 
be  accidental;  but  when  he  entered  they  were  on  the  station,  yet 
no  attempt  was  made  to  prevent  him  from  going  in.  No  contra- 
diction is  opposed  to  this  account,  though  I  have  no  doubt  that  a 
proper  application  has  been  made  to  the  King's  ships  concerned. 
In  other  cases  also,  it  appears  that  no  force  was  applied  for  the 
purpose  of  enforcing  the  blockade ;  the  same  permission  was  given 
to  go  in.  How  this  happened  I  cannot  divine,  for  I  find  the 
orders  of  the  Admiralty  of  the  27th  August,  1799,  were  "  to  block 
up  the  port  of  Havre,"  and  these  seem  to  connect  themselves  with 
the  former  orders.  There  is,  besides,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Nepean  to 
Captain  Gfriffiths,  in  answer  to  a  letter  stating  "  that  the  Fly  had 
examined  a  scow  and  suffered  her  to  go  in,"  in  which  Mr.  Nepean 
writes,  "  I  am  commanded  to  acquaint  you  that  you  are  not  to 
suffer  any  vessel  to  enter,  &c."  There  can  be  no  doubt,  then,  of 
the  intention  of  the  Admiralty  that  neutral  ships  should  not  be  per- 
mitted to  go  in,  but  the  fact  is  that  it  was  not  in  every  instance 
carried  into  effect. 

"What  is  a  blockade,  but  to  prevent  access  by  force?  If  the  ships 
stationed  on  the  spot  to  keep  up  the  blockade  will  not  use  their 
force  for  that  purpose,  it  is  impossible  for  a  Court  of  Justice  to  say 
there  was  a  blockade  actually  existing  at  that  time  so  as  to  bind 
this  vessel.  Then  the  "only  ground  on  which  she  could  be  affected 
would  be  that  the  whole  voyage  was  criminal  from  the  time  of 
sailing  from  Bordeaux,  without  any  reference  to  the  conduct  of 
the  blockading  force.  In  opposition  to  that,  I  am  to  consider  that 
the  ship  was  not  coming  from  her  own  port.  She  had  been  some 
time  absent  from  her  own  coimtry;  she  had  been  in  our  ports, 
where  it  is  possible  the  notification  might  not  have  reached  her ; 
she  afterwards  went  to  Bordeaux.     During  the  time  necessarily 


THE  JUFFKOW  MAEIA  8CHR0EDEK. 


283 


employed  in  two  such  voyages,  if  the  master  had  been  accidentally        I800 
informed  of  the  blockade  before,  it  would  be  a  little  hard  to  say       ^^  ^^' 


that  he  might  not  entertain  a  conjecture  that  the  blockade  had  Thb  Juffeow 
ceased.  I  fear  that  alone  would  not  avail  him ;  but  coupling  it  Schrobdeb. 
with  the  fact  that  no  force  appeared  to  prevent  him  from  going  in,  sirW.  Soott. 
it  would  be  a  little  rigorous  to  bind  down  the  strict  piinciple  of 
law  on  him.  I  think  these  circumstances  bring  the  case  within 
the  principle  of  the  Neptunm  (a),  in  which  it  appeared  that  the 
ship  sailed  with  an  intention  of  breaking  the  blockade  of  Havre, 
or,  rather,  imder  the  chance  of  finding  that  the  blockade  had  ceased. 
She  met  with  Admiral  Duncan's  fleet,  and  was  informed  that 
Havre  was  open ;  and  the  Court  held,  that  after  that  permission 
she  was  not  to  be  considered  as  taken  in  delicto.  In  the  present 
case  the  ship  was  permitted  to  go  in  with  a  cargo.  Looking  at 
the  facts  that  she  came  from  the  south  of  Europe,  and  that  she 
was  actually  permitted  to  enter,  I  think  she  brings  herself  within 
the  scope  of  the  favourable  considerations  applied  to  that  former 
case.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  say  this  without  observing,  at  the 
same  time,  on  the  great  mischief  that  ensues  from  this  sort  of 
inattention  practised  by  our  cruisers.  It  is  in  vain  for  govern- 
ments to  impose  blockades,  if  those  employed  on  that  service  will 
not  enforce  them.  The  inconvenience  is  very  great,  and  spreads 
far  beyond  the  individual  case :  reports  are  eagerly  circulated  that 
the  blockade  is  raised ;  foreigners  take  advantage  of  the  informa- 
tion ;  the  property  of  innocent  persons  is  ensnared ;  and  the  honour 
of  our  own  country  is  involved  in  the  mistake. 

Ship  restored  ((). 


(a)  Ante,  p.  195. 

(6)  In  the  Vrow  Barbara,  which 
was  a  case  of  a  ship  taken  on  a 
voyage  from  Havre  to  Hamburg, 
oth  July,  1799,  it  appeared  that 
Bhe  had  been  stopped  and  examined 
in  going  into  Havre,  and  had  been 
informed,  on  asking  whether  she 
might  go  in,  **that  on  a  particular 
signal  (which  was  afterwards  made) 
she  might.''  The  master  in  this  case 
acknowledged  *'that  he  had  known 


of  the  blockade,  but  utidor»tood  that 
it  had  been  relaxed." 

For  the  claimant,  Laurence  said :  It 
was  a  case  in  which  aU  the  favour- 
able consideration  applied  to  the  Nep- 
tunus  and  the  preceding  case  con- 
curred; that  on  being  warned  off 
from  the  ports  of  Holland  by  the 
Courier,  26th  April,  1799,  the 
master  of  this  vessel  asked  if  she 
might  go  on  to  Havre:  it  was  answered 
**  she  might ;  *'  she  went  on,  and  was 
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1801  The  question  as  to  the  cargo  of  the  Juffrow  Maria  came  before 

_J^ne24.,^  the  Court  on  the  24th  June,  1801,  when  affidavits  were  ofEered 

The  Jttpfeow  from  several  claimants,  stating  their  ignorance  of  the  blockade  of 

ScHBOEDEB.    Havrc  at  the  time  of  shipment ;  and  it  was  contended  that  under 

the  general  relaxation   of   the   blockade  of   Havre,  which  had 

appeared  to  have  taken  place  during  the  winter,  1798,  and  the 

ensuing  spring  and  summer,  these  persons  had  been  led  to  suppose 

that  it  had  altogether  ceeused;   and  therefore  that  orders  given 

under  that  mistake  were  to  be  considered  as  given  in  a  state  of 

justifiable  ignorance,  and  could  not  be  imputed  to  them  as  a  breach 

of  the  blockade  of  Havre. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — The  rule  by  which  the  Court  has  been  induced 
to  act  towards  certain  vessels,  in  consequence  of  the  relaxed  manner 
in  which  the  blockade  of  Havre  appeared  to  have  been  enforced  in 
those  particular  cases,  by  no  means  interferes  with  the  general 
effect  and  operation  of  this  blockade.  On  the  contrary,  the  Court 
has  held  that  there  was  no  general  relaxation,  although  particular 


permitted  to  go  in  and  come  out,  and 
was  at  last  picked  up  by  one  of  the 
same  squadron  with  the  Courier^ 
who  had  warned  her  off  from  the 
ports  of  Holland,  haying  at  that  time 
no  intimation  of  the  blockade  of 
Havre. 

The  Court  considered  this  to  be 
a  case  still  more  strongly  entitled 
to  a  favourable  application  of  the 
principle. 

Bestored. 

In  the  case  of  the  HenricuSy 
captured  8th  September,  1799,  on  a 
voyage  from  Havre  to  Lisbon,  a 
similar  excuse  prevailed .  The  master 
stated  that  he  had  received  permis- 
sion of  the  Duchess  of  York  to  go  in 
with  a  cargo  of  coals,  and  was  cap- 
tured on  his  returned  voyage.  The 
Court  held  the  permission  to  go  in 
with  a  cargo  included  the  permission 
to  that  ship  to  come  out  with  a  cargo. 

Ship  restored. 

In  the  Venscahf  taken  3rd  Octo- 


ber, 1799,  going  into  £[avre,  the 
papers  purported  the  voyage  to 
be  from  St.  Martin's  to  Copen- 
hagen. To  account  for  the  devia- 
tion it  was  said  that  the  ship 
had  sustained  damage,  and  was 
obliged  to  put  in;  that  during  the 
period  in  which  the  Court  had  deter- 
mined there  was  no  blockade  exist- 
ing, from  November,  1798,  to  Sep- 
tember, 1799,  she  had  gone  in  and 
out  without  molestation. 

The  Court  held  this  ship  to  be 
entitled  to  the  same  principle,  but 
observed :  **  I  beg  it  may  be  under^ 
stood,  that  I  hold  the  blockade  to 
have  existed  generally,  though  indi- 
vidual ships,  in  some  few  instances, 
are  entitled  to  an  exemption  from 
the  penalty  in  consequence  of  the 
irregular  indulgence  shown  to  them 
by  the  blockading  force.  It  heu 
never  been  held  by  the  Court  that  no 
blockade  existed  from  November, 
1798,  to  September,  1799." 
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vessels  were  considered  to  be  protected  by  the  loose  manner  in        1801 
which  the  blockade  was  kept  up  towards  them.     The  ship  in  the      "^"^  ^^' 


present  case  was  restored  on  the  ground  that  she  had  been  allowed  The  Jitfpbow 
to  go  in  with  a  cargo,  and  therefore  might  be  understood  to  be  at    Schbobdkb. 
liberty  to  come  out  with  a  cargo.     But  the  extent  of  that  principle  si^-vi^Tsoott. 
is  to  be  confined  to  those  who  had  been  the  objects  of  this  improper 
indulgence.     The  ship  was  restored ;  but  it  by  no  means  follows 
that  the  owners  of  the  cargo  stand  on  the  same  footing  :   that 
may  have  been  shipped,  in  consequence  of  criminal  orders,  direct- 
ing it  to  be  sent  on  any  opportunity  of  slipping  out.     It  is  there- 
fore not  to  be  argued  that  the  release  of  the  ship  is  any  conclusive 
evidence  respecting  the  cargo. 

Then  how  stands  this  case  as  to  the  owners  of  the  cargo  ?  After 
the  blockade  had^been  notified,  the  most  prudent  conduct  would 
have  been  to  wait  for  a  relaxation  from  the  belligerent  who 
imposed  the  blockade  before  they  gave  any  orders.  At  any  rate, 
it  could  go  no  further  than  this :  that  the  orders  should  be  provi- 
sionaly  directing  shipments  to  be  made  when  the  blockade  should 
be  raised;  as  an  absolute  order  during  the  continuance  of  a 
blockade,  if  executed,  must  be  considered  to  be  a  breach  of  that 
blockade.  Under  any  circumstances,  such  a  provisional  order 
would  be  attended  with  great  hazard  in  respect  to  the  good 
faith  of  the  enemy  shipper,  who  may  be  under  a  temptation  to 
ship  off  his  goods,  without  regard  to  the  risk  of  his  employer,  and 
this  risk  persons  giving  such  order  must  be  content  to  take  on 
themselves.  The  affidavit  that  has  been  introduced  only  states, 
"  that  he  was  ignorant  at  the  time  of  shipment."  That  will  not 
be  sufficient ;  that  will  not  purge  away  the  offence  at  the  time  of 
giving  the  orders.  The  parties  must  either  state  themselves  to 
have  been  ignorant  of  the  blockade,  at  the  time  of  ordering  the 
goods,  and  show  the  grounds  of  their  opinion  arising  out  of  any 
of  these  particular  instances  of  relaxation  to  individual  ships ;  or, 
at  least,  they  must  show  that  the  orders  were  provisional.  Under 
this  affidavit  they  have  not  brought  themselves  within  the  limits  of 
this  indulgence,  and  I  reject  the  application. 

In  some  other  claims,  Laurence  said  there  were  several  affidavits 
which  had  not  been  translated,  and  might  prove  orders  given 
provisionally. 
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1801  The  Court  was  at  first  disposed  to  let  them  stand  over.    After- 

^**^    '      wards,  on  consideration :  I  think  the  indulgence  will  not  avail  them ; 

The  JuppEow  because,  supposing  they  should  make  out  that  they  gave  a  con- 

ScHBOEDEB.    ditioual  ordci ;  still,  I  hold  that  the  blockade  did  actually  exist  at 

SirW.  Scott.   ^®  ^™®  when  they  were  carried  into  execution,  and  they  must 

take  upon  themselves  to  answer  for  the  undue  execution  of  those 

orders,  and  make  the  shippers  answerable  to  them.    If  this  rule 

was  not  adopted,  there  would  be  no  end  to  shipments  made  during 

a  blockade,  whiUt  there  would  be  nobody  at  aU  responsible  for 

such  acts  of  misconduct. 

Cargo  condemned. 


[3  0.  Eob.  TWEE  GEBROEDERS  (No.  1). 

162.] 

Capture — Neutral  Territory. 

Wlien  a  sliip  lying  in  neutral  territory  sent  out  boats  which  captured 
an  enemy  ship  outside  the  neutral  territory :  Heldt  that  as  an  act  of 
hostility  must  not  take  its  commencement  within  neutral  territory,  the 
captured  ship  must  be  restored. 

1800  This  was  a  case  respecting  four  Dutch  ships,  taken  in  the 

"^"^^  ^^'  Western  Ems,  in  or  near  the  Groningen  Wat,  by  boats  sent  from 
the  L'Espiegle,  then  lying  in  the  Eastern  Ems.  The  material 
point  of  the  case  turned  on  the  question  of  territory.  The 
Prussian  consul  claiming  restitution  (by  the  direction  of  the 
Charg^  (a)  des  Affaires  of  Prussia),  on  a  suggestion  that  it  was  a 
capture  made  within  the  protection  of  the  Prussian  territory. 

SiK  W.  Scott. — ^This  ship  was  taken  on  the  14th  July,  1799,  on 
a  voyage  from  Embden  to  Amsterdam,  which  was  then  imder 
blockade ;  a  claim  has  been  given  by  the  Prussian  Government, 
asserting  the  capture  to  have  been  made  within  the  Prussian 
territory.  In  the  course  of  the  discussion  which  this  suit  has  pro- 
duced, it  has  been  contended  that  although  the  act  of  capture  itself 

(a)  In  claims  of  this  nature  it  has  an  individual  claimant,  but  that  it 

been  held   in   the  Etrusco,  and  in  must  proceed  from  the  government 

other  cases,  that   a   suggestion  of  whose  territory  is  asserted  to  have 

neutral  territory  cannot  be  set  up  by  been  violated. 


Sir  W.  Soott. 
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might  not  take  place  within  the  neutral  territory,  yet  that  the        isoo 
ship  to  which  the  capturing  boats  belonged  was  actually  lying  within      *^**^^  ^^' 
the  neutral  limits,  and  therefore,  that  wherever  the  place  of  capture        Tweb 
might  be,  the  station  of  the  ship  was  in  itself  sufficient  to  affect  the 
legality  of  the  capture. 

Upon  the  question  so  proposed,  the  first  fact  to  be  determined  is 
the  character  of  the  place  where  the  capturing  ship  lay,  whether 
she  was  actually  stationed  within  those  portions  of  land  and  water, 
or  of  something  between  water  and  land,  which  are  considered  to 
be  within  the  limits  of  the  Prussian  territory.  On  this  point  I  am 
inclined  to  think,  on  an  inspection  of  the  charts,  and  on  hearing 
what  has  been  urged,  that  she  was  lying  within  the  limits  to  which 
neutral  immunity  is  usually  conceded.  She  was  lying  in  the 
eastern  branch  of  the  Ems,  within  what  may,  I  think,  be  con- 
sidered as  a  distance  of  three  miles  at  most  from  East  Friesland. 
An  exact  measurement  ccumot  easily  be  obtained ;  but  in  a  case  of 
this  nature,  in  which  the  Court  would  not  willingly  act  with  an 
unfavourable  minuteness  towards  a  neutral  state,  it  will  be  disposed 
to  calculate  the  distance  very  liberally,  and  more  especially  as  the 
spot  in  question  is  a  sand  covered  with  water  only  on  the  flow  of 
the  tide,  but  immediately  connected  with  the  land  of  East  Fries- 
land,  and  when  dry  may  be  considered  as  making  part  of  it.  I 
am  of  opinion  that  the  ship  was  lying  within  those  limits,  in  which 
all  direct  hostile  operations  are  by  the  law  of  nations  forbidden  to 
be  exercised.  That  fact  being  assumed,  I  have  only  to  inquire 
whether,  the  ship  being  so  stationed,  the  capture  which  took  place 
was  made  under  such  circumstances  as  oblige  us  to  consider  it  as 
an  act  of  violence,  committed  within  the  protection  of  a  neutral 
territory.  * 

It  is  said  that  the  ship  was  in  all  respects  observant  of  the  peace 
of  the  neutral  territory,  that  nothing  was  done  by  her  which  could 
affect  the  right  of  territory,  or  from  which  any  inconvenience  could 
arise  to  the  country  within  whose  limits  she  was  lying,  inasmuch 
as  the  hostile  force  which  she  employed  was  applied  to  the  captured 
vessel  lying  out  of  the  territory.  But  that  is  a  doctrine  that  goes  a 
great  deal  too  far.  I  am  of  opinion  that  no  use  of  a  neutral 
territory  for  the  purposes  of  war  is  to  be  permitted.  I  do  not  say 
remote  uses,  such  as  procuring  provisions  and  refreshments,  and 


Sir  W.  Scott. 
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1800         acts  of  that  nature,  which  the  law  of  nations  universally  tolerates ; 

— '. but  that  no  proximate  acts  of  war  are  in  any  manner  to  be  allowed 

Twee       to  originate  on  neutral  sroimds  :    and  I  cannot  but  think  that 

Gebboedbbs.  ^^  ,  . 

such  an  act  as  this,  that  a  ship  should  station  herself  on  neutral 
territory,  and  send  out  her  boats  on  hostile  enterprises,  is  an  act  of 
hostility  much  too  immediate  to  be  permitted ;  for,  suppose  that 
even  a  direct  hostile  use  should  be  required  to  bring  it  within  the 
prohibition  of  the  law  of  nations,  nobody  will  say  that  the  very 
act  of  sending  out  boats  to  effect  a  capture  is  not  itself  an  act 
directly  hostile — not  complete,  indeed,  but  inchoate,  and  clothed 
with  all  the  characters  of  hostility.  If  this  could  be  defended,  it 
might  as  well  be  said  that  a  ship  lying  in  a  neutral  station  might 
fire  shot  on  a  vessel  lying  out  of  the  neutral  territory.  The  injury 
in  that  case  would  not  be  consummated,  nor  received  on  neutral 
ground ;  but  no  one  would  say  that  such  an  act  would  not  be  an 
hostile  act,  immediately  commenced  within  the  neutral  territory : 
and  what  does  it  signify  to  the  nature  of  the  act,  considered  for 
the  present  purpose,  whether  I  send  out  a  ccmnon-shot  which  shall 
compel  the  submission  of  a  vessel  lying  at  two  miles  distance,  or 
whether  I  send  out  a  boat  armed  and  manned  to  effect  the  very 
same  thing  at  the  same  distance?  It  is  in  both  cases  the  direct  act 
of  the  vessel  lying  in  neutral  ground ;  the  act  of  hostility  actually 
begins,  in  the  latter  case,  with  the  launching  and  manning  and 
arming  the  boat  that  is  sent  out  on  such  an  errand  of  force. 

If  it  were  necessary,  therefore,  to  prove  that  a  direct  and  im- 
mediate act  of  hostility  had  been  committed,  I  should  be  disposed 
to  hold  that  it  was  sufficiently  made  out  by  the  facts  of  this  case. 
But  direct  hostility  appears  not  to  be  necessary,  for  whatever  has 
an  immediate  connection  with  it  is  forbidden.  Tou  cannot,  with- 
out leave,  carry  prisoners  or  booty  into  a  neutral  territory,  there  to 
be  detained,  because  such  an  act  is  an  immediate  continuation  of 
hostility.  In  the  same  manner,  an  act  of  hostility  is  not  to  take  its 
commencement  on  neutral  ground.  It  Lb  not  sufficient  to  say  it  is 
not  completed  there ;  you  are  not  to  take  any  measure  there  that 
shall  lead  to  immediate  violence ;  you  are  not  to  avail  yourself  of 
a  station  on  neutral  territory,  making  as  it  were  a  vantage  ground 
of  the  neutral  country,  a  country  which  is  to  carry  itself  with 
perfect  equality  between  both  belligerents,  giving  neither  the  one 
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nor  the  other  any  advantage.    Many  instances  have  ooourred  in        isoo 
which  such  an  irregular  nse  of  a  neutral  country  has  been  wcumly      *^"^y  ^^- 
resented,  and  some  during  the  present  war.     The  practice  which        Twbb 

has  been  tolerated  in  the  northern  states  of  Europe  of  permitting        

French  privateers  to  make  stations  of  their  ports,  and  to  sally  out  ^^  ^'  ^^^' 
to  capture  British  vessels  in  that  neighbourhood,  is  of  that 
number.  And  yet  even  that  practice,  unfriendly  and  noxious  as  it 
is,  is  less  than  that  complained  of  in  the  present  instance,  for 
here  the  ship  without  sallying  out  at  all  is  to  commit  the  hostile 
act.  Every  government  is  perfectly  justified  in  interposing  to 
discourage  the  commencement  of  such  a  practice,  for  the  inconve- 
nience to  which  the  neutral  territory  will  be  exposed  is  obvious. 
If  the  respect  due  to  it  is  violated  by  one  party,  it  will  soon  pro- 
voke a  similar  treatment  from  the  other  also,  till,  instead  of 
neutral  ground,  it  wiU  soon  beoon^e  the  theatre  of  war.  On  these 
grounds  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  capture  cannot  be  maintained, 
and  I  direct  these  vessels  to  be  restored. 

[On  prayer  for  costs  and  damages.] 

Court. — With  respect  to  that,  I  think  the  situation  in  which  the 
vessels  were  stationed  was  too  dubious  to  affect  the  parties  with 
any  intentional  violation  of  neutral  rights.  The  capture  may  have 
arisen  from  misapprehension  and  mistake.  It  is  very  different 
from  a  case  of  actual  attack  on  dear  neutral  territory.  There  is 
no  sufficient  reason  to  induce  me  to  give  costs  and  damages  against 
the  captors. 


THE  TMTNA.  [3  c.  Eob. 

167.] 
Contraband  Cargo — Destination — Neutral  Port — Alteration  of  Destination, 

A  ship  with  a  contraband  cargo  started  on  a  voyage  to  a  blockaded  port. 
Such  destination  would  haye  made  the  cargo  contraband.  The  master, 
before  reaching  it,  being  apprised  of  the  blockade,  altered  the  voyage  to  a 
neutral  port,  but  the  ship  was  captured  before  reaching  it.  Held,  that 
as  the  ship  was  captured  after  the  alteration  in  her  destination,  the  cargo 
should  not  be  condemned,  but  that  the  captors  should  haye  their 
expenses  (a). 

This  was  a  case  of  a  cargo  of  ship  timber  which  had  sailed  July,         1800 
1798,  from  Dantzic,  originally  for  Amsterdam,  but  was  going  at     ^"^"*^  ^' 

(«)  See  the  Minerva ^  p.  301. 
R.  U 
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1800        the  time  of  capture  to  Embden,  in  oonsequenoe  of  information  of 
^'^'^^  ^'     the  blockade  of  Amsterdam  (a). 


ThbIxuta. 


On  the  part  of  the  claimant,  it  was  said  that  it  consisted  of  small 
pieces  under  20  feet  in  length,  and  that  it  was  fit  only  for  making 
of  masts,  to  which  under  the  improved  method  of  constructing 
masts  almost  any  timber  might  be  applied;  that  this  was  no 
criterion  of  its  contraband  quality.  Another  and  more  material 
question  arose  respecting  the  destination ;  as  it  appeared  that  the 
master,  on  hearing  at  Elsineur  that  Amsterdam  was  under  blockade, 
had  formed  the  design  of  changing  his  course  for  Embden,  had 
entered  his  protest  to  that  effect,  and  was  at  the  time  of  capture 
sailing  for  Embden. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — ^This  is  a  claim  for  a  ship  taken,  as  it  is 
admitted,  at  the  time  of  capture  sailing  for  Embden,  a  neutral 
port ;  a  destination  on  which,  if  it  is  considered  as  the  real  destina- 
tion, no  question  of  contraband  could  arise,  inasmuch  as  goods 
going  to  a  neutral  port  cannot  come  under  the  description  of  con- 
traband, all  goods  going  there  being  equally  lawful.  It  is 
contended,  howeyer,  that  they  are  of  such  a  nature  as  to  become 
contraband  i£  taken  on  a  destination  to  a  hostile  port.  On  this 
point  some  difference  of  opinion  seems  to  have  been  entertained ; 
and  the  papers  which  are  brought  in  may  be  said  to  leave  this 
important  fact  in  some  doubt.  Taking  it,  however,  that  they  are 
of  such  a  nature  as  to  be  liable  to  be  considered  as  contraband  on 
a  hostile  destination,  I  cannot  fix  that  character  on  them  in  the 
present  voyage.  The  rule  respecting  contraband,  as  I  have  always 
understood  it,  is  that  the  articles  must  be  taken  in  delicfOy  in  the 
actual  prosecution  of  the  voyage  to  an  enemy's  port.  Under  the 
present  understanding  of  the  law  of  nations,  you  cannot  generally 
take  the  proceeds  in  the  return  voyage.  From  the  moment  of 
quitting  port  on  a  hostile  destination,  indeed,  the  offence  is  com- 
plete, and  it  is  not  necessary  to  wait  till  the  goods  are  actually 
endeavouring  to  enter  the  enemy's  port ;  but  beyond  that,  if  the 

(a)  The  blockade  of   Amsterdam     pended  by  notificatioii  to  the  Foreign 
and  of  the  ports  of  Holland  was  bus-      Minister,  27th  November,  1799. 
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goods  are  not  taken  in  delicto,  and  in  the  actual  prosecution  of  such        I800 
a  voyage,  the  penalty  is  not  now  generally  held  to  attach.  August  \, 

Some  argument  has  been  drawn  in  this  case  from  the  conduct  Thb  ixnri.. 
of  the  owners.  It  is  said  "  that  they  did  not  consider  these  articles  sir  wTioott. 
as  contraband ;  that  they  were  sent  openly,  and  without  suppres- 
sion or  disguise ; "  perhaps  that  alone  would  not  avail  them.  It 
appears,  however,  that  Amsterdam  was  declared  by  this  country  to 
be  in  a  state  of  blockade,  a  circumstance  that  would  make  it 
peculiarly  criminal  to  attempt  to  carry  a  cargo  of  this  nature  to 
that  port  The  master  receives  information  of  this  fact  at  Elsineur, 
and  on  consultation  with  the  consul  of  the  nation  to  which  the 
cargo  belonged,  changed  his  purpose,  and  actually  shaped  his 
course  for  Embden,  to  which  place  he  was  sailing  at  the  time  of 
capture.  I  must  ask  them,  was  this  property  taken  under  such 
circumstances  as  make  it  subject  to  the  penalty  of  contraband  P 
Was  it  taken  in  delictOj  in  the  prosecution  of  an  intention  of 
landing  it  at  a  hostile  port  P  Clearly  not ;  but  it  is  said,  that  in 
the  understanding  and  intention  of  the  owner  it  was  going  to  a 
hostile  port ;  and  that  the  intention  on  his  part  was  complete  from 
the  moment  when  the  ship  sailed  on  that  destination.  Had  it 
been  taken  at  any  period  previous  to  the  actual  variation,  there 
could  be  no  question  but  that  this  intention  would  have  been  suflS- 
cient  to  subject  the  property  to  confiscation ;  but  when  the  varia- 
tion had  actually  taken  place,  however  arising,  the  fact  no  longer 
existed.  There  is  no  corpus  delicti  existing  at  the  time  of  capture. 
In  this  point  of  view,  I  think  the  case  is  very  distinguishable  from 
some  other  cases,  in  which,  on  the  subject  of  deviation  by  the 
master  into  a  blockaded  port,  the  Court  did  not  hold  the  cargo 
to  be  necessarily  involved  in  the  consequences  of  that  act.  It  is 
argued,  that  as  the  criminal  deviation  of  the  master  did  not  there 
immediately  implicate  the  cargo;  so  here,  the  favourable  alteration 
cannot  protect  it ;  and  that  the  offence  must,  in  both  instances,  be 
judged  by  the  act  and  designs  of  the  owner.  But  in  those  cases 
there  was  the  guilty  act  really  existing  at  the  time  of  capture ; 
both  the  ship  and  cargo  were  taken  in  delicto;  and  the  only 
question  was,  to  whom  the  delictum  was  to  be  imputed ;  if  it  was 
merely  the  offence  of  the  master,  it  might  bind  the  owner  of  the 
ship,  whose  agent  he  was ;  but  the  Court  held  that  it  would  be 

v2 
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1800  hard  to  bind  the  owners  of  the  cargo  by  acts  of  the  master, 
^^^^"^  ^*  who  is  not  de  Jure  their  agent,  unless  so  specially  constituted  by 
Thb  Imina.  them.  In  the  present  instance  there  is  no  existing  delictum.  In 
Sir  W.  S3ott.  those  oases  the  criminal  appearance  which  did  exist  was  purged 
away  by  considering  the  owners  of  the  cargo  not  to  be  necessarily 
responsible  for  the  act  of  the  master;  but  here  there  is  nothing 
requiring  any  explanation.  The  cargo  is  taken  on  a  voyage  to  a 
neutral  port.  To  say  that  it  is  nevertheless  exposed  to  condemna- 
tion, on  account  of  the  original  destination  as  it  stood  in  the  mind 
of  the  owners,  would  be  carrying  the  penalty  of  contraband  further 
than  it  has  been  ever  carried  by  this  or  the  Superior  Court.  If 
the  capture  had  been  made  a  day  before,  that  is,  before  the  altera- 
tion of  the  course,  it  might  have  been  different ;  but  however  the 
variation  has  happened,  I  am  disposed  to  hold  that  the  parties  are 
entitled  to  the  benefit  of  it;  and  that  under  that  variation  the 
question  of  contraband  does  not  at  all  arise.  I  shall  decree  resti- 
tution ;  but  as  it  was  absolutely  incumbent  on  the  captors  to  bring 
the  cause  to  adjudication  from  the  circumstance  of  the  apparent 
original  destination,  I  think  they  are  fairly  entitled  to  their 
expenses. 

Restitution.    Captor's  expenses  decreed. 


[3 O.Rob.  THE  NEPTUNUS  (No.  4). 

173.] 

Blockade — Neutral  Cargo  Owner — Liahility  for  Act  of  Agent — Egress, 

The  stringency  of  the  rule  as  to  blockade  nmy  be  relaxed  in  the  case 
of  a  neutral  cargo  owner  who  is  hond  fide  ignorant  of  the  existence  of  a 
blockade. 

J8QQ  This  was  a  case  arising  out  of  the  blockade  of  Amsterdam,  in 

August  8.  respect  to  several  parts  of  a  cargo  shipped  in  July  and  August, 
1798,  under  the  orders  of  neutral  merchants  of  Hamburg  and 
Portugal.  The  claims  of  several  persons  at  Hamburg  and  other 
neighbouring  ports  were  condemned  ujider  the  general  rule 
respecting  shipments  in  a  blockaded  port  after  notification. 

On  behalf  of  claimants  resident  in  Portugal,  it  was  prayed  that 
the  Court  would  allow  some  indulgence  in  respect  to  the  distance 
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of  their  situation,  and  permit  them  to  show  that  the  shipments        isoo 
were  made  nnder  orders  given  previous  to  the  blockade.  "^^^  ' 

Thb 

Sir  W.  Soott. — It  appears  to  me  that  this  case  is  distinguishable        

from  the  case  of  the  Columbia  (a),  and  others  (cited  in  the  argument  ^^-  S^'^*- 
for  the  captors)  in  which  the  dominion  and  power  over  the  ship 
and  cargo  were  entrusted  to  the  master  and  the  agent  of  the 
claimants.  It  might  be  attended  with  great  hardship  to  neutral 
merchants  if  a  responsibility  for  the  acts  of  agents  in  the  enemy's 
country  was  to  be  bound  down  without  any  consideration  on  them, 
with  the  same  strictness  with  which  the  law  imputes  the  acts  of 
agents  in  ordinary  cases  to  their  employers ;  it  is  obvious  that  such 
agents  may  have  private  interests  in  shipping  off  the  merchandise 
of  their  ports  whilst  under  blockade  without  attending  sufficiently 
to  the  risk  of  their  principals.  I  shall  permit  the  orders  to  be  pro- 
duced, that  it  may  be  seen  whether  there  has  been  time  for  counter- 
ordering  the  respective  shipments  after  the  notification  of  the 
blockade,  and  whether  due  diligence  has  been  used  to  this  effect  on 
the  part  of  the  several  claimants. 

On  a  subsequent  day  the  letters  of  orders  were  produced.  In 
one  claim  a  letter  of  orders  was  exhibited  17th  October,  1797,  "  to 
send  with  all  possible  dispatch ; "  and  a  letter  of  advice  of  19th 
July,  1798,  giving  information  that  the  goods  had  all  been  put  on 
board. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — This  is  the  case  of  goods  put  on  board  a  vessel 
which,  from  the  time  of  sailing,  has  been  pronounced  to  have  been 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  blockade  of  Amsterdam.  Pnmd  facie 
certainly  the  cargo  is  to  be  considered  as  liable  to  the  same  judg- 
ment. It  appears  that  the  shipment  was  made  between  the  9th 
and  19th  of  July,  the  notification  of  the  blockade  of  Amsterdam 
having  been  made  on  the  11th  June,  1798.  The  first  order  that 
the  Court  made  was  for  the  production  of  the  letters  of  orders, 
because,  if  it  had  appeared  that  they  were  given  after  the  time 
when  the  notification  could  by  a  fair  possibility  be  supposed  to 
have  been  known  to  the  person  giving  the  orders,  he  would  be 

(a)  Ante,  p.  89. 
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1800         bound  directly  by  his  own  act,  or,  if  they  were  sent  previom  to  the 

^^^         notification,  two  questions  might  arise:     Ist,  whether  sufficient 

-KT_^?^_     time  had  intervened  since  the  notification  to  have  given  him  an 

XiEFTUlTDB.  , 

opportunity  of  counter-ordering  the  shipment,  for  if  so  he  would 
be  legally  answerable  for  the  consequences  of  his  own  negligence ; 
or,  2ndly,  if  sufficient  time  had  not  intervened,  whether,  though 
personally  free  from  all  imputation  of  offence,  the  claimant  might 
not  be  bound  by  that  powerful  general  principle  of  law  which 
holds  the  employer  responsible  for  the  acts  of  his  agent.  The  date 
of  the  order  in  this  instance  takes  the  party  out  of  the  first  descrip- 
tion, because  it  being  given  in  October,  1797,  long  before  the 
blockade  de  facto  commenced,  the  parties  are  entirely  exculpated 
from  all  offence  in  this  stage  of  the  transaction.  But  then  the 
second  question  arises,  whether  there  was  not  time  to  countermand  P 
On  this  point  it  would,  perhaps,  be  holding  the  party  too 
rigorously  to  the  strict  principle  of  law  to  say  that  he  might  have 
vmtten  with  a  hope,  and  under  the  chance  of  countermanding  the 
order  in  time;  the  notification  was  made  on  the  11th  of  June ;  in 
all  probability  it  was  not  known  at  Lisbon  till  the  latter  end  of 
that  month,  as  an  interval  of  three  weeks  might  not  be  too  much 
to  allow  for  the  communication  with  that  place.  Supposing  the 
notification  to  have  been  known  there  at  that  time,  we  must  recol- 
lect that  the  party  might  naturally  conceive  from  the  time  which 
had  elapsed,  and  the  particular  directions  which  had  been  at  first 
given  to  make  the  shipment  "  with  all  possible  dispatch,"  that  the 
order  had  been  already  executed,  and  that  if  he  had  written  to 
counter-order,  the  letter  would  not  have  been  received  till  the 
shipment  had  been  actually  carried  into  effect.  The  claimant 
stands,  therefore,  fully  justified  as  far  as  his  own  personal  act  can 
be  considered.  But  then  it  comes  to  this  general  question,  which 
I  am  not  aware  that  the  Court  has  yet  fully  decided,  whether  the- 
owners  are  in  all  oases  bound  merely  by  the  act  of  their  agents  ? 
the  abstract  rule  is  undoubtedly  just,  that  persons  are  bound  by 
their  agents;  but  two  or  three  considerations  weigh  much  to 
induce  me  to  limit  the  extent  and  application  of  this  principle  in 
these  particular  oases.  In  the  first  place,  I  cannot  but  recollect 
that  the  law  of  blockade  is  a  thing  rather  out  of  the  common 
course  of  mercantile  experience ;  it  is  new  to  merchants,  and  not 
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very  familiar  to  lawyers  themselyes.    It  might  be  therefore  a  little        1800 
too  rigorous  to  expect,  in  the  very  first  instance,  an  exact  compli-     ^<<^«<*<8. 
ance  with  the  strict  rule  of  law.     A  second  consideration  is  that  the        Thb 

agents  of  foreign  merchants  in  the  enemy's  country,  that  country        

being  under  blockade,  do  not  stand  in  the  same  situation  as  other  ^^*  °^  • 
agents :  they  have  not  only  a  distinct,  but  even  an  opposite  interest 
from  that  of  their  principal,  to  fulfil  the  commission  at  all  risks  as 
rapidly  as  possible  for  their  own  private  advantage  and  for  the 
public  interest  of  their  country,  at  that  time  under  particular  pres- 
sure as  to  the  exportation  of  its  produce.  This  may  fairly  be 
allowed  to  impose  a  strong  obligation  on  the  candour  of  the  Court, 
not  to  hold  an  employer  too  strictly  bound,  on  mere  general  prin- 
ciples, by  an  agent,  who  may  be  actuated  by  interests  different 
from  those  of  his  principaL 

[The  Court  directed  the  counsel  to  proceed  on  the  other  claims 
in  the  case.] 

In  a  second  claim,  the  letter  of  orders  appeared  to  have  been 
written  12th  December,  1797,  but  renewed  in  a  subsequent  corre- 
spondence of  the  19th  June  and  10th  July,  1798  [and  the  Court 
held  that  the  blockade  must  have  been  known  at  Lisbon  on 
10th  July]. 


THE  HIEAM.  [3  c.  Rob. 

180.] 
Capture — Recapture — Freight. 

A  vessel  was  chartered  from  Liverpool  to  Halifax,  then  to  the  West 
Indies,  and  back  to  Liverpool.  She  was  captured  on  her  outward 
voyage,  was  recaptured  and  brought  back  to  Plymouth.  Held^  that  no 
freight  was  due. 

This  was  an  application  for  a  freight  pro  ratd  for  so  muoh  as        isoo 
had  been  performed,  at  the  time  of  capture,  of  a  voyage  from     o<f^o^  8- 
Liverpool  to  Halifax  and  the  West  Indies  and  back.     It  appeared 
that  the  ship  had  been  captured  by  the  French,  and  afterwards 
recaptured  and  brought  to  Plymouth. 

On  the  part  of  the  ship,  SewelL 
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1800  Sir  W.  Scoit. — This  ship  appears  to  have  been  chartered  to  go 

October  8.     ^^  ^  voyage  from  Liverpool  to  Halifax,  from  thence  to  one  or 


The  HiBAM.  more  of  the  West  India  islands  and  back  to  Liverpool.  The  terms 
Sir  W.  Scott,  of  the  charter-party  are  "  that  she  was  to  receive  a  freight  of  210/. 
for  each  month :  500/.  on  delivery  at  Halifax,  in  bills  of  three 
months  on  London,  and  the  remainder  on  the  delivery  of  her 
returned  cargo  at  Liverpool,"  with  a  proviso  "  that  if  the  voyage 
was  performed  in  less  than  six  months  freight  should,  notwith- 
standing, be  paid  for  six  months  certain."  This  last  circumstance 
tends  strongly  to  show  that  it  was  not  so  much  the  time  as  the 
actual  accomplishment  of  the  voyage  that  was  the  material  object 
in  the  contemplation  of  the  contracting  parties.  To  the  same 
effect  there  is  another  clause  respecting  the  returned  voyage  :  "  that 
if  the  ship  should  be  lost  or  taken  after  sailing  from  Halifax  no 
more  freight  should  be  due."  The  vessel  took  in  her  lading  at 
Liverpool ;  whether  she  suffered  by  any  delay  or  not  does  not 
appear;  there  is  no  complaint  made  that  she  was  improperly 
detained,  and  indeed  it  is  not  likely  that  it  should  be  so,  as  it 
must  have  been  equally  for  the  interest  of  the  ship  and  cargo  that 
everything  should  be  forwarded  with  all  possible  dispatch. 

The  ship  sailed  and  was  taken,  and  afterwards  retaken  and 
brought  back  to  a  British  port,  which  is  in  fair  consideration  of 
law  to  be  taken  as  if  she  had  been  brought  back  to  her  own  port ; 
she  was  brought  actually  to  Plymouth,  the  distance  from  which 
port  to  Liverpool  is  so  short,  in  comparison  of  the  whole  projected 
voyage,  that  I  may  be  justified  in  considering  it  in  efEect  the  same 
as  if  she  had  actually  been  brought  back  to  Liverpool.  That  being 
the  case,  the  question  will  be  whether,  imder  the  general  law  or 
under  the  particular  terms  of  this  contract,  any  or  what  part  of 
the  freight  becomes  due  P  I  am  of  opinion,  that  under  either  of 
these  authorities  no  part  is  due.  The  case  of  Luke  v.  Lyde  has 
been  pressed  upon  the  Court :  that  was  a  vessel  chartered  from 
Newfoundland  to  Lisbon,  taken  in  a  very  late  stage  of  her  voyage, 
afterwards  retaken  and  brought  to  Bideford.  On  these  facts.  Lord 
Mansfield  held  that  a  great  part  of  the  voyage  had  been  accom- 
plished, and  that,  agreeably  to  the  old  authorities,  the  ship  was 
entitled  to  a  freight  pro  raid  itineria  peracti.  But,  then,  I  am  to 
consider  that  the  ship  was  brought  to  Bideford,  from  which  port 
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to  lisbon  the  voyage  is  frequently  not  more  than  six  or  seven        isoo 
days ;  she  had  therefore  almost  arrived  at  the  port  of  her  original 


destination.  To  make  that  a  parallel  case  with  the  present,  we  Thb  Hiraic. 
should  inquire  what  would  have  been  the  opinion  of  that  noble  Sir  W.Scott, 
person  if  the  ship  had  been  carried  back  to  Newfoundland  ?  In 
such  a  case  it  would  have  been  a  complete  defeasance  of  every- 
thing that  the  ship  had  done  towards  the  accomplishment  of  the 
contract.  It  is  said  in  the  present  case  that  the  ship  was  not  in 
fault ;  certainly  not ;  neither  was  the  C6irgo.  If  the  cause  of  cap- 
ture could  be  imputed  as  a  fault,  arising  out  of  the  national 
character,  it  was  common  to  both;  some  of  the  consequences  of 
this  misfortune  also  are  common  to  both,  though  there  may  be 
others  peculiar  to  the  several  interests  of  the  ship  and  cargo.  It  is 
said  on  the  part  of  the  ship,  there  is  the  wear  and  tear,  the  loss  of 
time,  and  the  consumption  of  provisions.  But  is  there  nothing  of 
that  sort  falling  on  the  cargo  ?  Is  there  not  leakage  and  ullage, 
and,  besides,  the  peculiar  loss  of  the  particular  market  for  which  it 
was  assorted  P 

On  this  view  of  the  matter,  considering  it  as  the  case  of  a  ship 
brought  to  the  qrmsi  port  of  her  departure,  I  am  of  opinion  that 
the  doctrine  of  freight  pro  raid  tthieris  peracti  cannot  be  main- 
tained. The  registrar  has  stated  that  it  has  not  been  usual  in  the 
practice  of  this  Court  to  give  freight  in  such  cases,  and  therefore, 
on  all  general  principle  and  practice,  I  should  pronounce  that  the 
parties  are  not  entitled.  But  still  further,  on  the  particular  terms 
of  the  contract,  I  think  this  demand  cannot  be  sustained.  The 
charter-party  stipulates  "  that  the  freighter  shall  not  pay  any  part 
till  the  arrival  at  Halifax,  where  500/.  should  be  paid ;  and  that  if 
she  arrives  safe  and  shall  be  taken  or  lost  afterwards,  no  more 
shall  be  paid  or  become  due."  It  is  said  that  the  words  "  become 
due  "  are  not  in  the  former  part  of  the  instrument ;  but  it  is  to  be 
remembered  that  this  is  an  instrument  not  usually  drawn  up  with 
strict  technical  precision.  The  obvious  meaning,  according  to 
common  apprehension,  must  be  that  no  part  was  to  be  paid  unless 
the  ship  arrived  at  Halifax;  that  event  was  prevented  by  the 
accidents  of  war.  I  think,  on  the  whole,  that  the  Court  cannot, 
without  deviating  not  only  from  the  settled  principle  and  practice, 
but  from  the  fair  sense  of  the  particular  contract  between  the  parties, 
order  any  part  of  the  freight  to  be  paid,  and  I  reject  the  application. 
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[3  c.  Rob.  THE  FEANKLIN  (No.  1). 

217.] 

Contraband — Enemy  Port — Neutral  Ship — Condemnation, 

A  ship  was  captured  clearly  bound  for  an  enemy  port  under  a  false 
destination,  carrying  contraband.    Held,  that  she  must  be  condemned. 

1801  This  was  a  case  of  a  Prussian  ship  going  with  a  cargo  of  hemp 

1_  and  iron  from  Lubeok,  ostensibly  to  Lisbon,  but  actually,  as  it 

was  inferred  from  the  place  of  capture  and  course  of  the  voyage,  to 
Bilbao,  and  taken  about  three  miles  off  St.  Andero. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — This  is  the  case  of  a  ship  claimed  as  the  pro- 
perty of  Prussian  subjects,  and  sufficiently  proved  to  belong  to 
them.  The  charter-party  made  with  persons  at  Hamburg  engages 
her  to  go  from  Lubeck  to  Lisbon.  If  that  was  the  real  destina- 
tion, there  could  be  no  doubt  that  the  owner  would  be  entitled  to 
a  restitution.  But  a  question  has  arisen  on  that  fact  from  the 
nature  of  her  cargo  and  the  place  in  which  she  was  taken.  Her 
cargo  consists  of  several  articles  directly  contraband  if  going  to  the 
enemy,  and  not  protected  by  the  favourable  considerations  which 
are  to  a  certain  degree  and  in  some  known  instances  applied  to  the 
goods  of  persons  exporting  the  native  commodities  of  their  country. 
The  other  articles,  though  not  so  distinctly  contraband,  are  such  as 
are  of  great  use  in  naval  equipment,  and  might  subject  the  ship  to 
some  penal  inconvenience  if  going  to  a  hostile  port. 

The  destination,  therefore,  is  the  principal  fact  in  this  oase^  The 
ship  was  taken  out  of  her  proper  course,  and  in  a  direct  course 
towards  one  of  the  Spanish  ports  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  on  this 
side  of  Cape  Finisterre.  I  have  had  frequent  occasion  to  observe 
that  it  is  very  difficult  to  detect  a  fraud  of  this  species  in  the  par- 
ticular instances.  Pretences  and  excuses  are  always  resorted  to, 
the  fallacy  of  which  can  seldom  be  completely  exposed ;  and  there- 
fore, without  undertaking  the  task  of  exposing  them  in  the  par- 
ticular csrse,  the  Court  has  been  induced  (and  I  hope  not  unwar- 
rantably) to  hold  generally  in  each  case  that  the  certain  fact  shall 
prevail  over  the  dubious  explanations. 

[The  Court  then  examined  the  facts  and  concluded.] 

I  am  satisfied,  on  the  facts  of  this  case,  that  it  was  the  plan  of 
this  voyage  to  carry  the  ship  fraudulently,  under  a  false  destina- 
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tion,  into  a  Spanish  port ;  no  explanation  haTing  been  offered,  the        isoi 


present  evidence  must  be  taken  to  be  oonclnsive.    The  consequence        ^^ !__ 

will  be  that  this  fraudulent  conduct  on  the  parts  of  those  who  are     _. '^^ 
concerned  in  the  ship  will  justly  subject  her  to   confiscation.        

.  .     .  SirW  Scott. 

Anciently,  the  carrying  of  contraband  did  in  ordinary  cases  affect 
the  ship,  and  although  a  relaxation  has  taken  place,  it  is  a  relaxa- 
tion the  benefit  of  which  can  only  be  claimed  by  fair  cases.  The 
aggravation  of  fraud  justifies  additional  penalties,  and  the  right  of 
pre-emption,  which  would  otherwise  be  defeated,  must  be  secured 
by  them.  This  is  the  opinion  which,  on  principle,  I  should  enter- 
tain on  this  subject,  but  I  wish  to  consider  the  authority  of  cases. 

10th  March. 

I  have  deliberated  upon  this  case,  and  desire  it  to  be  considered 
as  the  settled  rule  of  law  received  by  this  Court,  that  the  carriage 
of  contraband  with  a  false  destination  will  work  a  condemnation  of 
the  ship  as  well  as  the  cargo.  In  the  earlier  case  of  the  Sarah 
Christina  (a),  the  Court,  from  a  favourable  regard  to  some  par- 
ticular circumstances,  practised  an  indulgence  in  restcJring  the  ship, 
but  without  freight  and  expenses,  declaring  it  at  the  time  to  be  an 
indulgence  hardly  reconcileable  to  just  principle.  Having  now 
maturely  and  upon  discussion  considered  the  general  point,  I  am 
decidedly  of  opinion  that  confiscation  of  the  vessel  is  the  legal 
result  of  the  carriage  of  contraband  under  a  false  destination. 


THE  HELEN.  p  o.  Rob. 

224  1 
Eecaptwre — Revenue  Cutter — Amount  of  Salvage,  *■' 

A  revenue  cutter,  having  recaptured  a  vessel,  was  held  entitled  to 
one-sixth  salvage. 

This  was  a  question  as  to  the  quantum  of  salvage  due  on  the        igoi 
recapture  of  a  British  ship  and  cargo  by  a  revenue  cutter  having  a     Jifareh  12. 
letter  of  marque. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — This  is  the  case  of  a  ship  taken  by  the  French 
and  retaken  by  a  revenue  cutter.     The  question  is,  whether  she  is 

(a)  Ante,  p.  125. 
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1801         to  pay  a  sixth  for  Balvage,  as  to  a  private  ship  of  war,  or  an  eightii 
^^^^^  ^^'     as  to  a  Eling's  shipP    The  question  is,  I  say,  to  determine  to 


Thb  Hblen.  which  of  these  descriptions  of  vessels  the  recapturing  ship  belongs, 
8irW.  Scott,  as  far  as  the  necessity  of  the  present  ease  calls  for  a  decision  on 
that  point,  and  no  farther.  We  all  know  that  in  recapture  no 
commission  is  necessary  to  vest  a  salvage  interest  in  the  recaptors. 
It  is  the  duty  of  every  subject  of  the  King  to  assist  his  fellow 
subjects  in  war,  and  to  retake  their  property  in  the  possession  of 
the  enemy ;  no  commission  is  necessary  to  give  a  person  so  em- 
ployed a  title  to  the  reward  which  the  policy  of  the  law  allots  to 
that  meritorious  act  of  duty. 

[The  Court  then  read  the  Prize  Act,  1793,  by  which  prizes  cap- 
tured by  private  ships  vested  in  the  Crown.  The  question  is  now 
governed  by  27  &  28  Vict.  c.  25,  s.  39.] 

The  recapturing  ship  is  a  revenue  cutter,  a  custom  house  vessel, 
with  a  letter  of  marque. 

So  stands  the  matter  with  respect  to  prizes  taken  under  their 
letter  of  marque ;  but  it  has  been  already  observed  that  no  letter 
of  marque  is  required  to  enable  a  vessel  to  make  a  recapture  or  to 
entitle  her  to  an  interest  of  salvage.  A  recapture  is  not  made  at 
all  under  that  authority,  though  they  could  not  take  a  prize  under 
any  other.  In  the  case  of  the  Robert j  the  captor,  being  one  of 
these  ships,  was  considered  on  the  footing  of  a  private  ship  of  war ; 
and  such  appears  to  be  their  proper  character,  where  they  are  not 
otherwise  described  by  the  Act  of  Parliament,  and  where  the 
purpose  of  the  Act  does  not  interfere.  The  only  point  on  which  it 
does  interfere  is  with  respect  to  captures  made  under  these  cases. 
The  provision  of  the  Act  is,  that  the  ship's  goods,  the  proceeds  of 
merchandise  so  captured  shall  be  reserved  to  his  Majesty,  &c.  The 
Act  does  not  necessarily  extend  to  cases  of  recapture ;  and  I  am 
not  disposed  to  carry  the  anomaly  further  than  the  words  of  the 
Act  direct.  For  all  the  purposes  of  this  transaction,  these  ships 
are  to  be  considered  as  if  no  such  Act  had  ever  been  made.  If 
they  would  have  been  entitled  to  one-sixth,  supposing  the  Act  had 
never  existed,  I  see  nothing  in  it  which  should  in  any  manner  alter 
that  proportion.  It  is  true  they  are  armed  at  the  public  expense, 
but  for  very  different  purposes,  and  no  difference  has  been  made 
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in  former  wars  on  that  aooonnt  where  these  vessels  are  concerned.         isoi 
The  interest  which  is  reserved  in  the  10th  section  of  the  Prize  Act        ^''^   ^^' 


is  such  as  results  from  the  commission,  and  not  such  as  is  in  no   Tub  Helen. 
way  derived  from  it.  Sir  w.  Soott. 

Salvage  decreed,  one-sixth. 


THE  MINERVA.  [3  c.  Rob. 

229.] 
Neutral — Trade  between  Colony  and  Mother  Country  of  Enemy — Interruption 
of  Voyage — Nature  of  Original  Voyage — Condemnation  of  Cargo — For- 
feiture of  Freight. 

A  ship  was  taken  by  the  French  on  a  voyage  from  a  Spanish  settle- 
ment to  Coronna,  and  was  subsequently  captured  by  a  British  ship. 
Htldj  that  haying  regard  to  the  original  destination  of  the  ship,  the 
cargo  must  be  condemned  and  the  freight  forfeited. 

This  was  a  case  of  an  American  ship  taken  by  the  French  on  a        isoi 
voy«^  from  Languera,  a  Spanish  settlement,  to  Corunna,  and        ^^^ 
afterwards  retaken  by  a  British  cruiser,  as  the  captors  were  carry- 
ing her  to  a  French  port.    The  ship  and  cargo  were  claimed  for 
the  same  person. 

On  the  part  of  the  captors,  the  King* 8  Advocate, 

On  the  other  side,  Laurence, 

Sir  W.  Scott. — ^I  am  of  opinion  that  this  case  is  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  nature  of  the  original  voyage.  If  the  destination 
was  diverted  only  in  consequence  of  a  vis  major y  which  the  party 
was  unable  to  resist,  I  cannot  consider  it  as  a  defeasance  of  the 
original  illegality  any  more  than  if  the  diversion  had  been  occa- 
sioned by  the  temporary  fury  of  the  elements.  In  both  cases  the 
original  movement  of  the  vessel  must  be  considered ;  to  which  it  must 
be  presumed  she  would  again  immediately  recur  as  soon  as  an 
opportunity  presented  itself.  An  allusion  has  been  made  to  the 
case  of  the  Imina  (a),  in  which  the  Court  allowed  to  a  party  the 
full  benefit  of  a  deviation  voluntarily  made  by  the  master  upon 

(a)  AnUy  p.  289. 
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1801  receiving  infonnation  in  the  course  of  his  voyage  that  Amsterdam 
March  20.  ^^  j^^  ^  ^^^  ^j  blockade.  There  it  was  deemed  not  unreasonable 
ThsMhtbrya.  to  allow  the  act  of  the  master  in  changing  his  course  a  favourable 
Sir  W.  Soott.  operation,  respecting  the  cargo  ;  considering  that  it  was  taken  in  a 
voyage  no  longer  in  the  act  of  being  prosecuted  towards  the 
enemy's  country,  according  to  the  intention  of  him  to  whom  it 
had  been  confided.  The  Court  presumed  favourably  that  the 
owners  would  have  approved  of  this  deviation.  But  it  would  be 
going  a  great  deal  further  to  say  that  the  act  of  foreign  necessity, 
to  which  this  vessel  and  cargo  were  giving  a  temporary  submission, 
no  longer  than  whilst  they  were  compelled  so  to  do,  was  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  total  discontinuance  and  abandonment  of  the  intended 
voyage  on  the  part  of  the  owners.  The  voyage  of  the  ship  and 
cargo,  when  left  to  their  own  discretion,  would  have  continued 
the  same,  and  must  therefore  be  considered  to  be  still  existing  in 
law,  though  controlled  in  fact  by  that  overbearing  necessity  for  the 
moment. 

But  even  giving  the  owners  the  benefit  of  a  deviation  compelled 
by  the  superior  force  of  a  party  who  stood  in  no  relation  of  privity 
to  them ;  yet  this  deviation  being  to  a  French  port,  it  would  be  a 
voyage  from  the  colony  of  one  enemy  to  the  mother  country  of  an 
allied  enemy,  which  I  have  before  held  is  attended  with  undis- 
tinguishable  consequences  as  to  the  cargo. 

With  respect  to  the  ship,  I  could  have  wished  there  had  been 
some  case  decided  on  this  point  by  the  Superior  Court.  The  cases 
which  have  been  mentioned  were  cases  of  more  aggravated  circum- 
stances than  the  present.  They  were  cases  of  false  destinations, 
and  attended  with  other  circumstances  of  a  closer  and  more  incor- 
porated adoption  into  the  enemy's  trade. 

It  is  said  that  the  principle  on  which  trade  with  the  enemy's 
colony  is  prohibited  applies  equally  to  the  ship  as  to  the  cargo, 
and  that  the  penalty  ought  reasonably  to  be  the  same ;  and  it  is 
impossible  to  deny  it.  There  are,  however;  some  other  cases  in 
which  the  penalty  attaches  in  practice  more  strongly  on  the  delin- 
quent cargo  than  on  the  delinquent  ship ;  though  it  is  difficult  to 
distinguish  any  degree  in  the  delinquency.  In  cases  of  contraband, 
the  offence  of  carrying  the  cargo  is  in  its  own  nature  as  great  as 
the  offence  of  sending  it :  but  yet  a  relaxation  has  in  ordinary 
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oases  been  introduced  in  &Your  of  the  ship,  where  the  oargo  is  not        I801 
the  property  of  the  same  owner.     Here  the  ship  and  cargo  belong  ,     ^''^  ^^' 


to  the  same  person,  and  the  offence  being  equally  known,  it  would  ThbMwkeva. 
be  impossible  to  find  any  distinction  in  principle  why  the  same  SirW.  Soott. 
penalty  would  not  attach  on  both ;  but  as  this  whole  subject  has 
been  attended  with  some  fluctuation  of  practice,  I  am  disposed  to 
take  the  matter  in  miiiorem  partem ;  and  particularly  adverting  to 
the  authority  of  the  Rebecca  (a),  and  to  some  prior  cases  determined 
by  my  predecessor,  I  shall  restore  the  ship,  but  subject  to  a 
forfeiture  of  freight  and  expenses  (6). 


THE  HULDAH. 

Practice — Claim — Time. 

There  is  no  fixed  time  within  which  a  olaimant  may  lodge  a  claim. 
So  when  a  sentence  of  condemnation  was  passed  by  a  Prize  Court  with- 
out jurisdiction,  a  claim  was  admitted  a  year  and  nine  months  after  such 
iQegal  sentence. 

This  was  one  of  several  cases  of  ships  and  cargoes  carried  into 
St.  Domingo,  and  proceeded  against  in  a  Court  of  Admiralty, 
which  was  held  not  to  be  vested  with  competent  authority  to  pro- 
ceed in  prize  causes.  In  consequence  of  that  mistake,  original 
proceedings  were  instituted  afterwards  in  the  High  Court  of 
Admiralty  on  the  petition  of  the  claimants  by  a  monition  calling 
on  the  captors  to  proceed  to  adjudication. 

The  claim  in  the  present  case  was  not  given  till  a  year  and  nine 
months  after  the  sentence  of  condemnation  passed  in  the  Court  of 
St.  Domingo. 

The  captors  appeared  under  protest. 


[3  c.  Rob. 
236.] 


(a)  The  Rebecca,  Motion  for  an 
allowance  of  freight  to  a  neutral 
(American)  ship  taken  on  a  voyage 
from  Surinam  to  Amsterdam,  with  a 
cargo  of  colonial  produce.  The  motion 
was  refused  (12th  July,  1799)  without 
a  formal  judgment. 

(6)  In  the  Jonge  Thomas,  Lords, 
NoYomber,  1801,  which  was  the  case 


of  a  ship  going  from  Amsterdam  to 
Surinam,  the  Court  of  Appeal  con- 
sidered the  illegality  to  attach  as 
strongly  on  the  ship  as  on  the  cargo, 
and  pronounced  the  ship  subject  to 
condemnation  on  the  ground  of  the 
illegality  of  the  trade  between  the 
mother  country  and  the  colony  of 
the  enemy. 


1801 
April  21. 


[2  C.  Rob. 
101.] 
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April  21, 

On  the  other  side,  Laurence  and  Swabey, 


The  Httldah. 


SirW.  Soott.  Sir  W.  Scott. — This  is  a  very  hard  case  on  the  captors;  but  I 
do  not  think  it  is  in  my  power  to  relieve  them  from  the  necessity 
of  proceeding  to  adjudication.  During  the  existence  of  the  Prize 
Commission  there  is  no  fixed  and  definite  time  by  which  the  party 
can  be  said  to  be  legally  barred  from  calling  on  the  captor  to  pro- 
ceed to  adjudication,  although  it  may  be  proper  to  hold  that  there 
mmt  exist  a  time  which  would  work  such  an  effect ;  but  I  know  of 
no  prescribed  limitation  against  the  admission  of  a  claim,  nor  of 
any  other  means  by  which  the  captor  can  protect  himself,  but  by 
applying  to  a  Court  of  competent  jurisdiction.  If  he  neglects  to 
apply  to  any  tribunal,  he  would  be  guilty  of  a  great  misdemeanour ; 
if,  through  misapprehension,  he  applies  to  an  improper  tribunal, 
though  he  may  defend  himself  against  the  charge  of  a  misde- 
meanour, he  cannot  protect  himself  from  the  call  of  the  claimant 
to  proceed  to  adjudication  before  a  competent  tribunal.  In  this 
case  there  is  no  imputation  of  misconduct ;  the  captor  went  to  a 
Court  which  was  sitting  at  St.  Domingo,  apparently  with  com- 
petent authority.  In  that  Court  he  obtained  a  sentence  of  con- 
demnation, and  distribution  has  taken  place  in  consequence 
of  it.  But  that  Court  having  no  authority,  those  proceed- 
ings are  null  and  of  no  legal  effect  whatever.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  claimant  to  have  brought  this 
matter  before  the  Court  as  soon  as  he  could,  as  it  is  always  in  the 
power  of  the  claimant  to  compel  the  captor  to  proceed,  if  he  neglects 
to  do  so  himself.  It  might,  perhaps,  appear  to  the  claimant,  who 
is  not  bound  to  look  to  the  nature  of  the  jurisdiction  by  an  obliga- 
tion equal  to  that  of  the  captor,  that  the  Court  was  not  incom- 
petent. It  might  be  a  common  error.  In  that  case  it  would  be 
something  to  show  that  he  had  entered  an  appeal.  The  appeal,  it 
is  true,  could  not  have  been  received,  as  it  came  from  a  Court 
which  had  no  legal  existence ;  but  it  would  have  proved  the  parties 
to  have  used  diligence  which  might  be  material  if  questions  of 
costs  and  damages  should  arise.  There  existed  something  of 
difficulty,  a  sort  of  cloud  of  uncertainty  on  the  minds  of  persons  as 
to  the  competency  of  the  Court,  which  might  account  for  some 
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part  of  this  delay.    However,  the  claimant  has  now  applied  to  this        isoi 
Court,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Court  is  under  the  legal  duty     ^/>H/  21. 
of  admitting  the  daim,  and  that  it  cannot  relieve  the  captor  from  Thb  Huldah. 
the  obligation  of  proceeding  to  adjudication.  ^^  wTicott. 

Protest  overruled. 

An  absolute  appearance  being  given  for  the  captors,  the  cause 
was  heard  on  the  merits,  when  the  Court  decreed  restitution  of  the 
principal  part  of  the  cargo  belonging  to  the  owner  of  the  ship. 


THE  DISPATCH.  [3  c.  Rob. 

278.] 
NetUral  Ship— Seizure — Beecue  by  Crew — CundemncUton, 

When  a  neutral  ship  is  seized  by  a  belligerent  cruiser  for  inquiry  into 
the  character  of  herself  and  her  cargo,  it  is  an  act  of  hostile  opposition 
on  the  part  of  the  crew  to  rescue  such  vessel,  and  it  subjects  the  ship  to 
condemnation. 

This  was  a  case  of  a  Danish  vessel  which  had  been  captured  by        isoi 
an  English  cruiser,  but  had  been  rescued  out  of  the  hands  of  the    ^^'^^^  ^- 
prize-master  by  the  former  master  and  crew  left  on  bocurd.    After 
the  rescue  she  had  been  taken  by  a  Erench  privateer,  and  was 
again  retaken  by  the  original  English  captor  and  carried  to  St. 
Domingo. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — It  is  admitted  that  a  rescue  had  taken  place, 
but  it  is  now  represented  to  have  been  a  mere  civil,  peaceable  rescue, 
by  which  it  is  attempted  to  be  distinguished  from  a  hostile  rescue. 
I  should  very  much  like  to  be  informed  how  a  rescue  can  be  any- 
thing else  than,  as  the  very  term  imports,  a  delivery  from  force  by 
force.  That  there  was  this  force  in  the  present  instance  is  evident 
from  the  depositions,  and  also  from  an  affidavit  to  the  same  effect 
which  has  been  brought  in  since,  and  which  has  not  been 
contradicted. 

Taking  it  to  be,  then,  a  case  of  a  forcible  rescue  of  a  neutral  ship 
from  the  hands  of  a  lawful  cruiser,  the  law  is  dear,  and  the  prin- 
ciple of  it  is  founded  on  the  soundest  maxims  of  justice  and 
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1801 
December  5. 

Thb 
Dispatch. 


SirW.  Soott 


humanity.  If  neutral  crews  may  be  allowed  to  resort  to  violence  to 
withdraw  themselves  out  of  the  possession  taken  by  a  lawful  cruiser 
for  the  purpose  of  a  legal  inquiry,  and  may  (as  it  has  been  termed) 
hustle  them  out  of  the  command  of  the  vessel,  the  whole  business  of 
the  detention  of  neutral  ships  will  become  a  scene  of  mutual  hostility 
and  contention ;  the  crews  of  neutral  ships  must  be  guarded  with 
all  the  severity  and  strictness  practised  upon  actual  prisoners  of 
war,  for  the  same  measures  of  precaution  and  distrust  will  become 
equally  necessary ;  the  intercourse  of  nations,  neutral  and  friendly 
towards  each  other,  will  be  embittered  by  acts  of  hostility  mutually 
committed  by  their  subjects.  At  present,  under  the  understand- 
ing of  the  law  which  now  prevails,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  cruiser  to 
treat  the  crew  of  an  apparently  neutral  ship,  which  he  takes  posses- 
sion of  for  further  inquiry  into  the  real  character  of  herself  and 
her  cargo,  with  all  reasonable  indulgence,  and  it  is  the  duty  of 
neutrals  under  that  possession  to  take  care  that  they  do  not  put 
themselves  in  the  condition  of  enemies  by  resorting  to  such  conduct 
as  can  be  justified  only  by  the  character  of  enemies.  It  is  the  law 
and  not  the  force  of  the  parties  that  must  be  looked  to  as  the 
redresser  of  wrongs  that  may  have  been  done  by  the  one  to  the 
other.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  this  ship  and  cargo 
liable  to  condemnation,  on  the  ground  of  the  parties  having  declared 
themselvcB  enemies  by  this  act  of  hostile  opposition  to  lawful 
inquiry. 


[3  C.  Rob. 

281.] 


1801 
May  12. 


THE  ADELAIDE. 

Property  in  Goods — Blockade — Capture — Knowledge  of  Blockade — Opportunity 
to  Countermand — Liability  of  Principal  for  Act  of  Agent — BeetittUion. 

A  reasonable  time  must  be  allowed  a  neutral  who  has  ordered  goods 
from  a  port  which  is  subsequently  blockaded  to  countermand  such  order 
after  the  blockade  has  come  to  his  knowledge,  and  the  neutral  will  not 
be  liable  for  the  act  of  his  agent  in  shipping  such  goods  imtil  such  time 
has  elapsed. 

This  was  a  case  arising  on  the  blockade  of  Amsterdam  respect- 
ing the  shipment  of  a  cargo  at  Amsterdam  for  account  of 
merchants  in  America,  April  and  May,  1799. 

Further  proof  had  been  directed  to  be  made  of  the  property,  and 
the  dates  of  the  orders  of  the  several  claims. 
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On  the  first  claim,  it  appeared  that  the  original  order  had  been        isoi 
given  previous  to  the  notification  of  the  blockade  in  February  and         ^^  ^^' 
March,  1798.    By  a  letter  of  the  agent,  reference  was  made  to  a     ,  Th» 

.  -       -  Adelaide. 

later  letter  written  by  the  owner  to  the  agent  in  Amsterdam  in 
December,  1798 ;  but  no  letter  of  that  date  was  produced. 

Sir  W.  SooTT. — ^The  first  question  that  arises  on  this  claim  is 
respecting  the  property,  whether  the  goods  are  to  be  considered  as 
the  property  of  the  merchants  in  America  or  of  the  Dutch 
shipper  P  The  biU  of  lading  expresses  it  to  be  the  property  of  the 
American  merchants ;  but  the  master  being  a  carrier-master  could 
not  verify ;  and  as  it  was  a  shipment  made  in  an  enemy's  coimtry, 
it  became  necessary  to  order  further  proof.  The  proof  which  has 
been  brought  in  consists  of  the  attestation  of  the  owner  and  of  the 
correspondence  which  passed  between  him  and  this  agent  in 
Amsterdam,  the  general  tenor  of  it  purporting  that  the  goods 
were  ordered  for  his  account.  If  these  orders  were  actually  given, 
and  the  goods  shipped  in  consequence  of  them,  and  for  the  account 
of  this  person,  they  do,  according  to  our  mode  of  considering  the 
evidence  of  property,  furnish  a  sufficient  constat  that  they  are  the 
property  of  the  person  to  whom  they  are  going.  There  are  some 
expressions  in  the  letters  of  the  agent  at  Amsterdam  which  seem 
to  import  the  feelings  of  an  owner;  but  perhaps  they  do  not 
amount  to  more  than  an  expression  of  uneasiness  under  some  re- 
proaches which  had  been  thrown  on  him  for  delay  by  the  second 
letter  of  his  employer  in  America ;  they  do  not  perhaps  go  much 
further  than  that ;  they  by  no  means  over-balance  the  proof  that 
has  been  produced.  One  consideration,  which  very  much  weighs, 
is,  that  it  would  be  highly  improbable  that  the  Dutchman  should 
wish  to  ship  off  the  goods  as  his  own  property  during  the  blockade 
when  he  had  an  opportunity  of  shipping  them  for  the  account  and 
risk  of  the  person  in  America.  I  think  on  the  whole  the  proof  of 
property  is  sufficient. 

Then  comes  the  question  as  to  the  blockade,  whether  there  was 
sufficient  time  for  countermanding  the  orders  that  had  been  given 
for  these  goods,  and  whether  the  merchant  is  not  bound  by  the  act 
of  his  agent,  and  whether  he  himself  appears  to  have  used  due 
diligence  P    The  question  as  to  the  leugth  of  time  proper  to  be 

x2 
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1801         allowed  for  notice  must  depend  upon  dates.    It  is  a  distinction  of 

^^^  ^'^'      reasonable  equity,  and  not  of  partiality  or  favour  to  a  particular 

The         nation,  to  give  rather  a  more  liberal  allowance  of  time  for  notice 

'     to  persons  in  the  situation  of  merchants  in  America.     It  is  not,  I 

Sir  W.  Soott.  tiiiot,  to  be  taken  merely  on  a  calculation  of  the  distance,  but  with 
reference  also  to  the  accidents  by  which  the  general  intercourse, 
even  after  the  allowance  of  distance,  is  liable  to  be  retarded. 

The  first  orders  were  given  in  February,  and  in  March,  1798, 
there  appears  to  have  been  a  second  letter  of  remonstrance  against 
the  tardy  execution  of  the  orders.  It  might  be  supposed  by  the 
merchant  in  America  that  this  remonstrance  would  produce  the 
effect  of  accelerating  the  shipment,  and  he  might  expect  that  the 
goods  were  actually  in  transitu.  The  notification  was  in  June ;  the 
interval  between  that  time  and  the  shipment  was  not  much  more 
than  is  allowed  in  cases  of  further  proof  coming  from  America — 
nine  months. 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  it  appears  on  the  whole  that 
there  has  not  been  time  enough  to  affect  the  American  merchant 
with  culpable  negligence ;  and  therefore  the  only  question  will  be, 
whether  he  can  be  held  responsible,  under  these  circumstances,  for 
the  act  of  his  agent  in  Amsterdam  P  The  rule  which  the  Court  has 
abeady  laid  down  on  this  point  is,  that  in  cases  of  agency  of 
persons  in  an  enemy's  country  during  a  blockade,  something  more 
than  the  mere  strict  principle  of  law  is  necessary  in  order  to  bind 
employers  by  their  acts.  There  must  be  time  to  give  the  principal 
an  opportunity  of  countermanding.  I  have  stated  my  reasons  for 
thinking  that  there  has  not  been  sufficient  time  with  respect  to 
this  claim,  and  therefore  I  must  pronounce  that  the  claimant  is 
not,  either  in  respect  to  proof  of  property  nor  on  the  ground  of  the 
blockade,  incapacitated  from  receiving  restitution. 
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THE  NETJTEALITET  (No.  1).  [3  c.  Rob. 

^  '  294.] 

Contraband — Cargo^Ship — Same  Otoner — False  Destination   and   Pajpere — 
Forfeiture  of  FreighU 

li  a  ship  oarrying  a  contraband  cargo  is  owned  by  the  cargo  owner,    ■ 
or  is  sailing  under  a  false  destination  or  with  false  x)apers,  she  is  liable 
to  condemnation. 

Carriage  of  contraband  is  a  cause  of  forfeiture  of  freight. 

This  was  a  case  of  a  Danish  ship  taken  with  a  cargo  of  tar  on  a        1801 
voyage  from  Archangel  to  Dordrecht.     The  ship  had  been  a  Dutch      ^<^^^' 
vessel,  and  was  asserted  to  have  been  purchased  by  Mr.  Schultz,  of 
Altona.    She  then  went  from  Holland  to  Altona,  and  was  from 
thence  sent  on  to  Archangel  to  carry  a  cargo  to  Dordrecht  under  a 
charter  party  made  by  the  asserted  owner. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — The  modem  rule  of  the  law  of  nations  is,  cer- 
tainly, that  the  ship  shall  not  be  subject  to  condemnation  for 
carrying  contraband  articles.  The  ancient  practice  was  otherwise, 
and  it  cannot  be  denied  that  it  was  perfectly  defensible  on  every 
principle  of  justice.  If  to  supply  the  enemy  with  such  articles  is 
a  noxious  act  with  respect  to  the  owner  of  the  cargo,  the  vehicle 
which  is  instrumental  in  effecting  that  illegal  purpose  cannot  be 
innocent.  The  policy  of  modem  times  has,  however,  introduced  a 
relaxation  on  this  point,  and  the  general  rule  now  is  that  the  vessel 
does  not  become  confiscable  for  that  act.  But  this  rule  is  liable  to 
exceptions :  Where  a  ship  belongs  to  the  owner  of  the  cargo,  or 
where  the  ship  is  going  on  such  service  under  a  false  destination  or 
false  papers,  these  circumstances  of  aggravation  have  been  held  to 
constitute  excepted  cases  out  of  the  modem  rule  and  to  continue 
them  under  the  ancient  one.  Q?he  circumstances  of  the  present 
case  compose  a  case  of  exception  also,  for  it  is  a  case  of  singular 
misconduct  on  the  part  of  the  asserted  shipowners.  They  are 
subjects  of  Denmark,  and  as  such  are  under  the  peculiar  obliga- 
tions of  a  treaty  not  to  carry  goods  of  this  nature  for  the  use  of  the 
enemies  of  Great  Britain. 

A  reference  has  been  made  to  andent  cases  of  Dantzic  ships, 
which  were  restored,  though  taken  carrying  masts  to  Cadiz.  The 
particulars  of  those  cases  are  not  very  exactly  stated,  but  they  were 
clearly  the  cases  of  proprietors  exporting  the  produce  of  their  own 
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1801  territory  or  of  neighbouring  parts  without  the  breach  of  any  obli- 
^^  ^^'  gation  but  such  as  the  general  law  of  nations  imposed.  In  this 
Thb        instance  the  ship  was  freighted  at  Altona  to  go  to  Archangel  ior 

'  the  purpose  of  carrying  a  cargo  of  tar  to  Holland,  which  is  a  com- 

^  •  •  merce  expressly  prohibited  by  the  Danish  treaty.  Tar  is  an  article 
which  a  Danish  ship  cannot  lawfully  carry  to  an  enemy's  port, 
even  when  it  is  the  produce  and  manufacture  of  Denmark.  This 
ship  goes  to  a  foreign  port  to  efFect  that  which  she  is  prohibited 
from  doing,  even  for  the  produce  of  her  own  country — in  this 
respect  throwing  off  the  character  of  a  Danish  ship  by  violating 
the  treaties  of  her  country;  and  all  this  is  done  with  the  full 
privity  of  the  asserted  owner,  who  is  the  person  entering  into 
the  charter  party.  In  such  a  case  as  the  present,  the  known 
ground  on  which  the  relaxation  was  introduced,  the  supposition 
that  freights  of  noxious  or  doubtful  articles  might  be  taken  with- 
out the  personal  knowledge  of  the  owner,  entirely  fails ;  and  the 
active  guilt  of  the  parties  is  aggravated  by  the  circumstanoe&  of  its 
being  a  criminal  traffic  in  foreign  commodities,  and  in  breach  of 
explicit  and  special  obligations.  The  confiscation  of  a  ship  so 
engaged  will  leave  the  general  rule  still  untouched,  that  the 
carriage  of  contraband  works  a  forfeiture  of  freight  and  expenses 
but  not  of  the  ship. 

Ship  condemned. 


[3  c.  Rob.  THE  OCEAN. 

297.] 

Blockade — Port  of  Actual  Shipment  not  Blockaded — Goods  Ordered/or  Blockaded 

Port. 

When  goods  were  ordered  for  Bhipment  from  a  blockaded  port,  but 
were  actually  shipped  from  a  non-blookaded  port — Held,  that  there  had 
been  no  breaoh  of  blockade  (a). 

1801  This  was  a  question  arising  on  the  blockade  of  Amsterdam, 

^rmei      respecting  a  cargo  shipped  for  America  at  Rotterdam.    It  appeared 

June  24, 1807.  that  the  persons  ordering  the  shipment  had  ordered  it  of  their 

agents  at  Amsterdam  as  a  shipment  to  be  made  there,  subsequent 

to  the  date  of  the  blockade  of  that  place,  but  previous  to  the 

blockade  of  the  ports  of  Holland.  It  was  argued  that  in  the  intention 

(a)  See  the  Stert,  p.  348. 
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of  the    (daimants  it  was  to   be   an   exportation  actually  from        I80i 

Amsterdam,  and  that  in  effect  the  trade  was  the  same,  as  the  goods ^_ L_ 

were  ordered  and  purchased  at  Amsterdam,  and  were  to  be  con-  Thb  Ocouk. 
sidered  as  part  of  the  commerce  of  that  place. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — I  am  inclined  to  consider  this  matter  favourably, 
as  an  exportation  from  Botterdam  only,  the  place  in  which  the 
cargo  becomes  first  connected  with  the  ship.  In  what  course  it 
had  travelled  before  that  time,  whether  from  Amsterdam  at  all, 
and  if  from  Amsterdam,  whether  by  land  carriage  or  by  one  of 
their  inland  navigations,  ^Rotterdam  being  the  port  of  actual  ship« 
ment,  I  do  not  think  it  material  to  inquire.  On  this  view  of  the 
case  it  would  be  a  little  too  rigorous  to  say,  that  an  order  for  a 
shipment  to  be  made  at  Amsterdam  should  be  construed  to  attach 
on  the  owner,  although  not  carried  into  effect.  It  has  been  said 
from  the  letter  of  the  correspondent  at  Amsterdam,  that  the  agents 
there  had  informed  their  correspondents  in  America  that  the 
blockade  was  not  intended  to  prevent  exportation.  The  represen- 
tation of  the  enemy  shipper  could  not  have  availed  to  exonerate 
the  neutral  merchant,  if  otherwise  liable.  Were  this  to  be  allowed, 
it  would  be  in  the  power  of  the  enemy  to  put  an  end  to  the 
blockade  as  soon  as  he  pleased.  If  the  general  law  is,  that  egress 
as  well  as  ingress  is  prohibited  by  blockade,  the  neutral  merchant  is 
bound  to  know  it;  and  if  he  entertains  any  doubt,  he  must  satisfy 
himself  by  applying  to  the  country  imposing  the  blockade,  and  not 
to  the  party  who  has  an  interest  in  breaking  it. 

It  happens  in  this  case  that  the  intended  exportation  did  not 
take  place.  The  only  criminal  act,  if  any,  must  have  been  the 
conveyance  from  Amsterdam  to  Eotterdam.  It  would  be  a  little 
too  much  to  say  that  by  that  previous  act  the  goods  shipped  at 
Botterdam  are  affected.  The  legal  consequences  of  a  blockade 
must  depend  on  the  means  of  blockade.  On  the  land  side 
Amsterdam  neither  was  nor  could  be  affected  by  a  blockading 
naval  force.  It  could  be  applied  only  externally.  The  internal 
communications  of  the  coimtry  were  out  of  its  reach,  and  in  no 
way  subject  to  its  operation.  If  the  exportation  of  goods  from 
Botterdam  was  at  this  time  permitted,  it  could  in  no  degree 
be  vitiated  by  a  previous  inland  transmission  of  them  from 
Amsterdam. 
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[3  c.  Rob.  THE  EDWAED  AND  MAET. 

305.] 

Hecajpture— Salvage — Essentials  of  Capture — Prize  Ad — General  Maritime  Law, 

In  order  to  constitute  a  case  of  capture  it  is  sufficient  if  a  vessel  become 
under  the  control  of  an  enemy  ship.  The  placing  of  a  prize  crew  on 
board  is  not  essential  to  constitute  a  capture. 

For  a  vessel  rescued  but  not  actually  **  retaken,"  salvage  awarded 
under  the  general  maritime  law. 

1801  This  was  a  case  of  salvage  on  recapture  of  a  British  merohant- 

"^  •  man  which  had  separated  from  her  convoy  during  a  storm,  and 
had  been  brought  to  by  a  French  lugger,  which  came  up  and  told 
the  master  to  stay  by  her  till  the  storm  moderated,  when  they 
would  send  a  boat  on  board.  The  lugger  continued  alongside — 
sometimes  ahead  and  sometimes  astern,  and  sometimes  to  wind- 
ward — for  three  or  four  hours.  A  British  frigate,  the  Arethma^ 
coming  in  sight,  chased  the  lugger  and  captured  her,  during  which 
time  the  Edward  made  her  escape,  rejoined  the  convoy,  and  came 
into  Pool,  where  her  papers  were  some  time  afterwards  demanded 
of  her,  by  the  agent  of  the  Arethusay  for  the  purpose  of  instituting 
prize  proceedings. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — ^I  entertain  a  different  view  of  the  cases  that 
have  been  cited  as  cases  in  point.  They  were  the  cases  of  two 
colliers,  that  were  from  the  iBrst  incapable  of  making  any  resist- 
ance :  one  was  taken ;  the  other  appearing  in  sight,  drew  off  the 
attention  of  the  enemy,  and  during  the  chase  the  French  ship  blew 
up.  There  was  not  even  the  merit  of  intention  in  that  case. 
Everything  that  was  done  was  the  mere  effect  of  an  independent 
casualty ;  there  was  nothing  on  which  any  plea  of  merit  could  be 
constructed.  The  present  case  is  of  a  very  different  cast,  for  in 
this  case  the  Arethusa  came  up  for  the  very  purpose  of  taking  this 
French  captor,  if  he  is  to  be  so  considered,  and  actually  took  him ; 
and  it  is  owing  to  this  act  of  the  Arethusa  that  this  vessel  was 
rescued  from  his  grasp.  The  master,  I  must  observe,  has  given  an 
improper  deposition,  and  very  ill  according  with  the  entries  in  his 
log-book.  By  that  it  appears  that  the  French  vessel  brought  him 
to,  and  declared  herself  a  French  privateer,  and  ordered  him  to  lie 
to,  but  owing  to  the  boisterous  state  of  the  weather  she  did  not 
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send  a  man  on  board.    I  can  by  no  means  agree  to  what  has  been        I801 
advanced  in  argument,  that  it  was  on  this  account  no  capture.    The         "^  ' 


sending  of  a  prize  master  on  board  is  a  very  natural  overt  act  of  Thb  Edwabd 

possession,  but  by  no  means  essential  to  constitute  a  capture.    If        

the  merchantman  was  obliged  to  lie  to  and  obey  the  direction  of  ^^^-  ^wtt. 
the  French  lugger,  and  await  her  further  orders,  she  was  com- 
pletely under  the  dominion  of  the  enemy ;  there  was  no  ability 
to  resist,  and  no  prospect  of  escape.  The  Frenchman  who  has 
been  examined  appears  to  have  given  the  true  account.  He 
says  "  that  he  imderstood  it  to  be  a  capture."  There  have  been 
many  instances  of  capture  where  no  man  has  been  put  on  board,  as 
in  ships  driven  on  shore  or  into  port.  I  remember  particularly  a 
famous  case  of  a  small  British  vessel  armed  with  two  swivels  which 
took  a  French  privateer  row-boat  from  Dunkirk  that  had  attacked 
her ;  the  British  vessel  having  only  three  men  on  board,  and  no 
arms  but  the  swivels,  was  afraid  to  board  the  row-boat,  which  was 
full  of  men  armed  with  muskets  and  cutlasses ;  but  by  the  terror 
of  her  swivels  she  compelled  their  submission  and  obliged  them  to 
go  into  the  port  of  Ostend,  then  the  port  of  an  ally,  she  following 
them  all  the  way  at  a  proper  distance. 

The  only  question  will  be,  whether  it  is  a  case  of  salvage  under 
the  Act  of  Parliament  on  another  ground,  viz.,  that  the  vessel 
never  came  into  the  actual  and  bodily  possession  of  the  recaptor — ^I 
rather  incline  to  think  it  is  not.  The  terms  of  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment (a),  "  if  at  any  time  afterwards  surprised  and  retaken  by  any 
of  his  Majesty's  ships  of  war,  &c.,"  seem  to  point  to  a  case  attended 
with  the  circumstance  of  an  actual  possession  taken.  But  if  it  is 
not  a  case  of  recapture  under  the  Act,  it  is  however  still  a  case  of 
salvage  under  the  general  maritime  law,  and  I  shall  give  the  same 
reward  as  if  it  had  been  under  the  Act  of  Parliament. 

One-eighth  salvage  given. 

(a)  33  Geo.  3,  c.  66. 
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[3  c.  Rob.  THE  FOESIGHEID. 

311.] 

Joint  Capture — Associated  Service — Squadron  not  in  Sight  of  Main  Fleet — 
Sight — Detached  Service, 

Wliere  a  capture  was  made  by  several  ships  of  a  fleet  which  had  been 
ordered  to  undertake  a  certain  operation,  and  the  main  body  of  which, 
owing  to  a  haze,  was  not  in  sight  of  the  capture.  Held,  that  as  these 
ships  were  not  detached  on  special  service,  but  were  acting  in  co-opera- 
tion with  the  main  body  of  the  fleet,  the  latter  were  entitled  to  share  in 
the  capture  (a). 

1801  This  was  a  case  on  the  admission  of  an  allegation  of  joint 

'^"^  ^7.  capture  on  the  part  of  Admiral  Dickson's  fleet,  claiming  to  share 
in  a  capture  made  by  the  Director  and  some  other  ships  belonging 
to  the  same  fleet,  but  sent  to  cruise  at  a  certain  distance  by  orders 
from  the  Admiral,  with  particular  directions  not  to  be  out  of  sight. 
It  was  alleged  that  the  distance  of  the  place  of  capture  was  not 
above  eight  or  nine  miles  fi'om  the  fleet ;  but  that  owing  to  a  fog 
or  haziness  that  came  on  they  were  not  in  sight  of  the  actual 
captors  at  the  time  of  the  capture. 

For  the  actual  captor,  the  King's  Advocate  and  Arnold. 

For  the  allegation,  Laurence  and  Swahey. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — This  is  undoubtedly  a  convenient  method  of 
taking  the  opinion  of  the  Court  on  facts  stated  and  admitted  in  the 
allegation,  and  on  the  arguments  deducible  from  them,  in  order 
that  it  may  be  decided  as  expeditiously  as  possible  whether  the  law 
arising  upon  the  facts,  if  proved,  would  entitle  the  parties  to  the 
benefit  they  claim. 

The  facts  stated  on  the  part  of  the  opponent  to  this  allegation 
are  that  the  ships  making  the  actual  capture  composed  part  of  a 
squadron  employed  in  the  blockade  of  the  Texel;  but  that  it 
appears,  upon  the  showing  of  this  very  allegation,  that  at  the  time 
of  the  capture  they  were  detached  on  a  particular  service,  connected 
indeed  with  the  main  purpose  of  the  blockade,  and  subordinate  to 

(a)  See  the  Vryheid,  p.  179. 
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it,  but  still  a  distinot  and  separate  servioe)  it  is  admitted  that  the        isoi 
capture  was  made  out  (^  eight  of  the  fleet,  and,  what  is  more,  with-      ^^^^T* 
out  any  concurrence  in  chetsing — ^in  fact,  that  the  captured  ships 
were  not  seen  by  the  fleet  till  they  were  in  the  possession  of  the 
actual  captor.    The  question  is  whether,  on  these  facts,  which  seem 
to  be  mutually  agreed,  the  fleet  is  entitled  to  share. 

Undoubtedly  different  principles  apply  in  cases  where  ships  are 
associated  by  public  authority  on  a  common  service,  and  where 
they  are  not  so  associated  together.  In  the  latter  case,  where 
a  capture  is  made  by  ships  not  associated  by  public  authority 
for  a  common  service,  it  could  not  be  maintained  on  any  principle 
that  the  mere  circumstance  of  being  within  such  a  distance  as  would 
bring  them  within  sight  in  dear  weather  would  entitle  them  to 
share,  when  in  fact  they  tcere  not  seen  at  all.  It  would  put  this 
rule  of  law  on  a  very  uncertain  footing  indeed,  unconnected  with 
all  rational  principle,  as  well  as  incapable  of  all  satisfactory  proof, 
if  the  Court  had  to  determine  on  the  state  of  the  atmosphere  and 
on  the  loose  conjectural  evidence  that  might  be  applied  to  ascer- 
tain such  a  state,  whether  the  distance  was  a  proper  distance  for 
sight  if  the  weather  had  been  clear,  and  what  under  such  a  state 
could  be  the  impression  on  the  mind  of  the  enemy  or  the  friend. 
It  is  essentially  necessary,  in  such  cases,  that  the  party  should 
have  been  in  sight  at  some  part  of  the  transaction,  though  it  is  not 
required  that  it  should  be  at  the  moment  of  capture,  because  the 
impulse  and  impression  on  the  mind  of  the  enemy  who  is  to  be 
intimidated,  or  of  the  friend  who  is  to  be  encouraged,  may  remain, 
notwithstanding  the  intervention  of  a  headland  or  fog,  and  may 
therefore  bring  it  within  the  reach  of  that  principle  of  law  on  which 
constructive  assistance  is  built.  But  in  cases  of  ships  associated 
together  by  public  authority,  the  same  principle  does  not  neces- 
sarily apply.  It  will  not  be  denied  that  if  one  ship  of  a  squadron 
takes  a  prize  in  the  night,  unknown  to  the  rest,  it  would  entitle 
the  whole  fleet  to  share,  although  possibly  the  capture  might  have 
been  made  at  a  distance  out  of  sight  of  most  of  the  ships  of  war, 
even  if  it  had  been  noonday;  for  the  fleet  so  associated  is 
considered  as  one  body,  unless  detached  by  orders,  or  entirely 
separated  by  accident ;  and  what  is  done  by  one  continuing  to 
compose  in  fact  a  part  of  that  fleet,  enures  to  the  benefit  of  all. 
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1801         In  the  present  case  no  accidental  separation  is  suggested.    The 
^^^  ^^'      only  question  is,  whether  or  not  the  capture  was  made  whilst  those 


Sir  W.  Soott. 


„    Th"         ships  composed,  de  facto,  a  part  of  this  fleet. 

The  whole  case  then  is  reduced  to  this  point,  whether  these  ships 
are  to  be  considered  as  detached  or  not ;  detached,  I  mean,  in  the 
same  manner  as  detachments  are  usuallj  made,  for  some  distinct 
and  separate  purpose,  which,  though  possibly  connected  with  the 
main  service,  carries  them  out  of  the  scene  of  common  operation 
for  the  time ;  or  whether  they  were  sent  only  on  the  look-out,  to 
preserve  their  connection  with  the  service  of  the  fleet,  and  maintain 
their  dependence  on  it  ?  To  determine  this  question,  I  must  look 
to  the  orders  that  were  given.  They  direct  them  "  to  watch  well 
the  motions  of  the  enemy ;  to  cruise  between  certain  points,  join- 
ing the  fleet  occasionally  for  communication."  If  they  stopped 
here,  I  should  be  inclined  to  hold  that  it  was  a  separate  service, 
with  orders  to  join  again :  but  they  go  on — "  directing  them  to 
avoid  being  at  such  a  distance,  as  not  to  observe  the  signals  that 
were  made."  It  is  impossible  under  these  terms  to  say  that  it  was 
a  detached  service.  It  is  more  like  the  stretching  out  of  the  arms 
of  the  fleet,  without  dissolving  in  any  manner  the  connection 
between  them  and  the  main  body.  From  this  very  circumstance, 
a  presimiption  strongly  arises,  were  it  necessary  to  consider  the 
probability  of  that  fact,  that  the  fleet  would  have  been  actually  in 
sight,  if  an  accidental  haziness  had  not  intervened.  On  the  whole 
of  the  case  contained  in  this  allegation,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
fleet  is  entitled  to  share ;  and  on  the  same  principle  by  which  it 
would  have  shared  in  a  capture  made  by  one  of  its  own  ships 
not  sent  off  under  such  an  order. 

Allegation  admitted. 
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THE  HTJRTIGE  HANE  (No.  2).  ^^^i^^' 

Blockade — Non-European  State. 

The  roles  of  the  Law  of  Nations  as  to  blockades  are  binding  on 
merchants  of  non-European  nations. 

Tais  was  a  case  arising  on  the  blockade  of  Amsterdam,  respect-         ^^^^ 

ing  a  cargo  slipped  at  SafEee  in  Barbary  for  Amsterdam  under  a  - 

false  destination  to  Hamburg. 

On  the  part  of  the  claimant,  Laurence  and  SetcelL 

Sir  W.  Scott. — This  is  the  claim  for  the  cargo  of  a  ship  which 
has  already  been  determined  to  have  been  going  into  Amsterdam 
on  the  8th  April,  1799,  a  considerable  time  after  the  blockade  of 
that  port.  It  may  be  material  in  the  present  view  of  the  matter 
as  affecting  the  cargo  to  advert  to  the  former  judgment  on  the 
ship,  and  consider  all  the  circimistances  attending  the  capture. 
The  master  said  ^^  that  his  destination  had  always  been  for  Ham- 
burg till  his  crew  compelled  him  to  change  his  course  for  Amster- 
dam " ;  so  that  almost  up  to  the  moment  of  capture  the  destination 
was  held  out  to  be  to  Hamburg.  It  now  appears  that  the  ship 
was  freighted  at  Lisbon  on  a  charter-party  effected  there  on  the 
26th  November,  1798,  by  Mr.  Delamer,  of  that  place,  to  go  to 
Mr.  Delamer  at  Saffee,  and  carry  a  cargo  from  thence,  consigned 
to  Mr.  Delamer,  of  Amsterdam,  these  gentlemen  being  brothers 
and  Jew  merchants  settled  at  different  places,  but  keeping  up  a 
very  intimate  connection  and  correspondence  with  each  other.  It 
has  been  argued  that  it  would  be  extremely  hard  on  persons 
residing  in  the  kingdom  of  Morocco  if  they  should  be  held  bound 
by  all  the  rules  of  the  law  of  nations  as  it  is  practised  amongst 
European  States.  On  many  accounts  undoubtedly  they  are  not  to 
be  strictly  considered  on  the  same  footing  as  European  merchants ; 
they  may  on  some  points  of  the  law  of  nations  be  entitled  to  a  very 
relaxed  application  of  the  principles  established,  by  long  usage, 
between  the  States  of  Europe,  holding  an  intimate  and  constant 
intercourse  with  each  other.  It  is  a  law  made  up  of  a  good  deal 
of  complex  reasoning,  though  derived  from  very  simple  rules,  and 
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1801         altogether  composing  a  pretty  artificial  system,  which  is  not  &miliar 

'      either  to  their  knowledge  or  their  ohservance.     Upon  such  con- 

Thb  Huetiob  Biderations  the  Court  has,  on  some  occasions,  laid  it  down  that 

Hans  (No.  2). 

the  European  law  of  nations  is  not  to  he  applied  in  its  full  rigor  to 
the  transactions  of  persons  of  the  description  of  the  present 
claimants,  and  residing  in  that  part  of  the  world.  But  on  a  point 
like  this,  the  breach  of  a  blockadey  one  of  the  most  universal  and 
simple  operations  of  war  in  all  ages  and  countries  excepting  such 
as  were  merely  savage,  no  such  indulgence  can  he  shown.  It  must 
not  he  understood  hy  them  that,  if  an  European  army  or  fleet  is 
blockading  a  town  or  port,  they  are  at  liberty  to  trade  with  that 
port.  If  that  could  be  maintained  it  would  render  the  operation 
of  a  blockade  perfectly  nugatory.  They^  in  common  with  all  other 
nations,  must  be  subject  to  this  first  and  elementary  principle  of 
blockade,  that  persons  are  not  to  carry  into  the  blockaded  port 
supplies  of  any  kind.  It  is  not  a  new  operation  of  war — ^it  is 
almost  as  old  and  as  general  as  war  itself.  The  subjects  of  the 
Barbary  States  could  not  be  ignorant  of  the  general  rules  applying 
to  a  blockaded  place  so  far  as  concerns  the  interests  and  duties  of 
neutrals. 


[3  0.  Rob.  THE  SAEAH. 

330.] 

Evidence — Further  Proo/— Primll  facie  Neutral  Cargo — Illegal  Origin  of  Cargo 

— False  Paper B — Captors^  Expenses, 

The  Court  will  not,  on  an  application  for  further  proof,  usually  admit 
evidence  not  connected  with  the  original  evidence.  Application  for  further 
proof  to  show  an  illegal  course  of  trade,  there  being  nothing  in  the  original 
evidence  pointing  to  such  a  suspicion,  rejected,  and  the  cargo  restored. 

The  ship's  papers  being  false,  captors'  expenses  allowed. 

1801  This  was  a  case  of  a  cargo  of  Dutch  butter  shipped  at  Embden 

for  the  account  of  several  persons  in  London.  The  orders  had 
been  taken  from  these  persons  by  Mr.  Foss,  of  London,  and  by 
him  transmitted,  as  it  was  said  on  the  part  of  the  captor,  to  his 
agent  or  partner  in  Holland.  The  ship  had  sailed  outwaxd  from 
London  to  Embden,  and  on  that  voyage  had  been  stopped  and 
searched,  and  a  letter  had  been  taken  out  by  the  cruising  vessel. 
It  was  now  prayed  that  the  Court  would  admit  this  letter  to  be 
introduced  on  further  proof,  on  a  suggestion  that  it  was  written  by 
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Mr.  Fobs  to  Mr.  Harrison  at  Botterdam,  and  would  show  this  isoi 

trade  to  have  been  carried  on  with  the  enemy's  country  by  the  ^"^^^- 

mediation  of  agents  in  Embden,  and  that  Mr.  Foss  had  directed  The  Sahau. 
the  person  at  Rotterdam  to  have  a  cargo  ready  for  this  ship. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — ^This  is  an  application  on  the  part  of  the  captor 
to  introduce  evidence  on  an  order  for  further  proof.  That  the 
Court  does  accede  to  applications  of  this  nature,  in  certain  cases, 
cannot  be  denied ;  but  it  is  by  no  means  the  disposition  of  the 
Court  to  encourage  them.  It  has  seldom  been  done  except  in 
cases  where  there  has  appeared  something  in  the  original  evidence 
which  lays  a  suggestion  for  prosecuting  the  inquiry  further.  lu 
such  cases  the  Court  has  allowed  it;  but  when  the  matter  is 
foreign,  and  not  connected  with  the  original  evidence  of  the  cause, 
it  must  be  under  very  particular  circumstances  indeed  that  the 
Court  will  be  induced  to  accede  to  such  an  application ;  because,  if 
remote  suggestions  were  allowed,  the  practice  of  the  Court  would 
be  led  away  from  the  simplicity  of  prize  proceedings,  and  there 
would  be  no  end  to  the  accumulation  of  proof  that  would  be  intro- 
duced in  order  to  support  arbitrary  suggestions.  It  appears  that 
the  goods  were  shipped  at  Embden.  A  reasonable  presumption 
arismg  from  that  fact  is,  that  they  had  fairly  found  their  way 
thither.  The  Court  is  extremely  disinclined  to  go  out  of  the  case 
that  is  immediately  brought  before  it,  and  to  mount  up  to  the  first 
possible  terms  of  a  transaction,  although  on  some  occasions  it  may 
be  necessary  to  do  so. 

The  cargo  in  question  was  coming  from  Embden,  to  be  delivered 
in  London,  and  documented  as  the  property  of  persons  at  Embden ; 
whether  it  does  in  reality  belong  to  them  or  to  persons  in  London, 
it  will  be  equally  a  case  for  restitution.  The  papers  represent  it 
as  the  property  of  Abegg,  of  Embden,  but  it  is  claimed  for  persons 
in  London ;  and  it  is  said  that  the  name  of  Abegg  was  used  for 
the  purpose  of  protecting  it  from  the  cruisers  of  the  enemy :  an 
artifice  which  this  Court  is  not  very  scrupulous  to  detect  where  it 
does  not  appear  that  there  is  any  sinister  purpose  concealed  imder 
that  pretence,  or  that  any  enemy's  interest  is  concerned.  Further 
proof  was  necessary,  however,  to  account  for  this  variation  between 
the  shipment  and  the  claim;  it  is  now  brought  in,  and  I  am 
disposed  to  think  that  it  is  sufficient. 
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1801  But  it  is  said  the  captors  are  in  possession  of  evidenoe  that 

*^"^^  ^^'  would  show  the  goods  to  have  come  in  such  a  course,  in  an  anterior 
Thb  Saeah.  stage  of  the  transaction,  as  would  make  them  subject  to  confisca- 
SirwTscott.  tion.  I  have  abeady  said  that  this  Court  is  not  inclined  to  go  out 
of  the  limits  of  the  present  transaction,  unless  on  some  suggestion 
arising  out  of  the  original  evidence.  It  has  not  been  pointed  out 
that  there  is  any  such  foundation  laid  in  this  cause ;  all  the  papers 
and  the  depositions  stop  at  Embden  ;  and  I  do  not  perceive  that 
there  is  anything  that  leads  to  a  further  inquiry.  What  would  be  the 
effect  of  the  letter,  if  it  was  produced,  I  cannot  say ;  but  supposing 
it  to  be  proved  that  the  agent  in  London  was  in  the  general  habit 
of  procuring  such  articles  from  the  enemy,  I  think  there  would  be 
a  defect  of  evidence  to  apply  it  to  the  present  case.  The  circum- 
stance of  the  intercepting  these  letters  would,  on  the  contrary, 
afford  some  ground  of  inference  on  the  part  of  the  claimant  that 
this  cargo  did  not  arise  out  of  such  a  course  of  trade. 

It  has  been  argued  that  if  the  matter  were  as  it  is  suggested  it 
would  be  hard  to  affect  the  actual  proprietors  of  this  cargo  with 
confiscation,  inasmuch  as  they  knew  nothing  of  the  course  in  which 
their  orders  had  been  executed.  How  iax  they  might  be  deemed 
answerable  for  the  transaction  of  their  agent,  is  a  matter  on  which 
the  Court  need  not  give  any  opinion  till  the  question  comes  neces- 
sarily before  it.  In  the  present  case,  supposing  that  they  would 
be  penally  affected  as  to  their  property  in  the  articles  so  procured, 
I  am  of  opinion  that  the  evidence  is  not  offered  upon  such  grounds 
as  can  entitle  it  to  admission. 

Cargo  restored. 

On  the  part  of  the  captors,  the  King^a  Advocate  prayed  that  they 
might  be  allowed  their  expenses. 

Court. — If  English  merchants  resort  to  the  expedient  of  pro- 
tecting their  trade  by  these  false  papers,  it  leads  captors  into 
expenses  for  which  these  captors  ought  not  to  be  answerable. 

Captors'  expenses  granted. 
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333.] 
Capture — CondemncUion  by  French  Consul  in  Spain — "Bonk  fide  Purchaser — 

BestittUion, 

An  American  ship  was  captured  by  the  French,  condemned  in  Spain, 
and  purchased  by  a  Banish  merchant.  On  a  subsequent  capture  by  an 
English  cruiser  a  claim  was  given  for  the  Danish  purchaser— and  also 
for  the  former  American  proprietor,  on  the  ground  that  the  ship,  having 
been  condemned  in  a  port  neutral  towards  America,  the  condemnation 
was  invalid.  The  Court  declined  to  judge  <^  the  relation  of  foreign 
States,  and  ordered  restitution  to  the  Danish  purchaser. 

This  was  a  case  of  an  American  ship,  captured  by  the  French,  isoi 
carried  into  Spain,  there  condemned  by  the  French  consul  in  a  ^^^* 
Spanish  port,  sold  under  that  sentence,  and  afterwards  transferred 
to  the  present  master,  a  Danish  subject,  who,  on  the  subse- 
quent capture  of  the  ship  by  a  British  cruiser,  was  the  original 
claimant  in  this  cause.  A  claim  was  likewise  interposed  on  the 
part  of  the  former  American  proprietor,  on  a  suggestion  that 
though  France  had  been  in  some  state  of  hostilities  with  America, 
Spain  had  not ;  that  Spain  was,  in  respect  to  America,  a  neutral 
port ;  and  that  a  condemnation  of  American  ships  in  a  Spanish 
port  was  illegal,  and  the  transfer  under  it  invalid. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — This  is  a  question  rather  on  the  illegality  than 
the  fact  of  the  transfer,  which  is  asserted  to  have  taken  place. 
The  vessel  appears  to  have  been  an  American  ship,  seized  by  the 
French  and  carried  into  the  island  of  TeneriSe,  where  she  was 
condemned  imder  the  authority  of  the  French  consul,  and  trans- 
ferred subsequently  to  the  present  Danish  possessor. 

The  objection  that  has  been  taken  is,  that  as  this  was  an 
American  ship,  and  as  Spain  and  America  were  in  their  political 
relations  perfectly  neutral,  it  must  be  considered  as  a  condemnation 
in  a  neutral  port,  and  subject  to  the  same  rule  as  the  Court  laid 
dovm  in  the  Flad  Oyen{a)y  vrith  respect  to  the  condemnation  of  British 
ships  by  the  French  consul  in  Norway.  It  is  argued  that  the 
Court  is,  therefore,  under  the  same  obligations  to  restore  this  vessel 
to  the  original  American  proprietor:  but  that  consequence  vrill 
not,  I  think,  necessarily  follow,  because,  although  this  Court  has 
interposed  to  entertain  suits  on  the  part  of  American  subjects, 

(a)  Ante,  p.  78;  and  see  jwsf,  p.  339. 
R.  Y 
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1801         in  giving  the  same  ajBsistanoe  to  American  salvors   {The  Two 

'^^^^  ^ '       Friends  {a))  as  to  British  subjects,  and  in  restoring  American 

Thb        property  retaken  from  the   French  by  our  cruisers,  yet  it  has 

OOSHOPOLITB. 

been  only  in  cases  of  recapture  during  the  same  voyage  where 

*  there  had  been  no  condemnation  at  all.  There  has  been  no 
case  that  I  recollect  in  which  this  Court  has  proceeded  to  examine 
the  legality  of  a  condemnation,  passed  on  an  American  ship  in 
consequence  of  capture  by  the  French.  It  does  so,  it  is  true,  with 
respect  to  captures  made  from  this  country  by  France.  But  the 
same  rule  of  conduct  does  not  apply  to  other  countries,  whose  rela- 
tions with  France  this  Court  cannot  so  well  know  nor  so  exactly 
estimate.  The  relative  state  of  America  and  France  has  been  so 
equivocal  that  it  would  be  difBcult  for  this  Court  to  say  distinctly 
whether  it  was  a  state  of  war  or  not,  or  whether  it  has  been  a  state 
of  peace,  with  many  of  the  incidents  of  war  attending  it.  Of  the 
exact  rights  and  duties  arising  from  such  an  uncertain  state  it  is 
not  easy  for  this  Court  to  determine,  neither  is  the  Court  called 
upon  by  any  duty  to  pass  any  judgment  upon  them.  This  Court 
is  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  relations  subsisting  between  our 
own  coimtry  and  Denmark.  It  can  judge  of  the  state  of  treaties  (6) 
and  amity  under  which  the  general  principle  has  acquired  addi- 
tional strength,  and  by  which  the  use  of  their  respective  ports  is 
expressly  prohibited  to  be  granted  to  the  cruisers  of  the  enemy  of 
the  other  party  for  the  purposes  of  war.  But  can  I  pronounce 
with  equal  certainty  in  what  manner  Spain  may  lend  out  her  ports 
to  French  captors  relatively  to  Americans,  or  what  understanding 
there  may  be  on  this  subject  between  America  and  Spain  ?  Under 
these  considerations,  I  do  not  find  myself  authorized  to  say  that 
this  condemnation  stands  exactly  on  the  same  footing  as  the 
French  condemnations  of  British  property  in  Norway.  The  pur- 
chase appears  to  have  been  made  fairly  for  a  valuable  consideration 
from  the  French  possession.  It  does  not  appear  to  me  that  this 
Court  is  competent  to  examine  and  enforce  the  claim  of  the 
American  owner,  the  justice  of  which  depends  upon  political 
transactions  and  relations  with  which  this  Court  is  not  judicially 
acquainted. 

Bestitution  to  the  Danish  claimant. 

(a)  AnUy  p.  130.  (6)  A.I).  1489,  1523,  1661. 
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Capture— PaMoge  of  Captors  through  Territorial  Watera— Validity  of  Capture. 

A  capture  of  an  enemy  vessel  in  non-territorial  waters  is  not  invali- 
dated by  the  captors  having  passed  through  territorial  waters  to  the 
place  of  capture. 

The  case  arose  on  the  capture  of  vessels  in  the  Qroningen  Watt,        I801 
on  a  suggestion  that  they  were  bound  from  Hamburg  to  Amster-   ^^^^^^  ^7. 
dam,  then  imder  blockade;   and  a  claim  was  given  imder  the 
authority  of  the  Prussian  Minister,  averring  the  place  in  question 
to  be  within  the  territories  of  the  King  of  Prussia. 

Sir  W.  Soott. — ^This  is  the  case  of  a  ship  and  goods  proceeded 
against  for  a  breach  of  the  blockade  of  Amsterdam;  they  are 
claimed  as  being  taken  on  neutral  territory,  but  it  is  denied  on  the 
part  of  the  captors  that  they  were  so  taken. 

On  the  blockade  of  Amsterdam  this  Court  has  been  inclined  to 
hold,  generally,  that  all  sea  passages  to  Amsterdam  by  that  great 
body  of  waters,  the  Zuyder  Zee,  were  blockaded,  supposing  those 
sea  passages  to  be  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy.  Such  as  were  in 
the  possession  of  neutrals,  it  was  of  opinion,  were  not  included 
unless  the  blockading  force  could  be  applied  at  the  interior  ex- 
tremity of  their  communication.  Whether  the  present  capture  in 
question  was  made  in  a  sea  passage  to  the  Zuyder  Zee,  belonging 
to  the  enemy  or  to  a  neutral  power,  will  be  decided  by  the  con- 
siderations which  are  to  be  examined  in  the  further  pursuit  of  this 
question.  Secondly,  supposing  that  question  determined  against 
the  immunity  of  the  place  of  capture,  another  question  is  proposed, 
whether  the  belligerent  party  having  passed  over  neutral  territory, 
animo  capiendiy  to  the  place  where  his  rights  have  been  exercised, 
tiiose  rights  of  capture  so  exercised  are  not  thereby  invalidated. 

[The  Court  then  examined  the  evidence,  and  held  that  the 
captures  had  not  been  made  on  neutral  territory.] 

On  this  evidence,  then,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  pronounce  that 
these  captures  are  invalidated  by  being  actually  made  on  Prussian 

y2 
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1801         territory.    There  remains  the  other  question,  whether  the  captures 

November  27.   ^^  j^^^  vitiated  by  the  capturing  ship  having  passed  over  neutral 

Thb  Twbb    territory  to  accompKsh  the  capture —as  it  is  alleged  they  passed  up 

'  the  Western  Eems,   and   that  the  whole  of   that  is  Prussian 

ir W.Scott.  t^rritQjy^  I  have  already  intimated  some  doubts  that  might 
possibly  be  entertained  upon  the  present  evidence,  whether  the 
Western  Eems  is  to  be  deemed  at  all  times  and  in  all  parts  of  it 
clearly  Prussian  territory ;  but  supposing  it  to  be  so,  is  it  a  viola- 
tion of  territory  to  have  committed  an  act  of  capture  after  having 
passed  over  this  territory  to  effect  it  P  On  this  point  there  are 
some  observations  of  law  and  some  of  fact  that  appear  not  un- 
worthy of  notice.  In  the  first  place,  the  place  of  capture  is 
accessible  by  other  pstssages  not  asserted  to  be  neutral ;  it  is  not 
alleged  that  a  hostile  force  might  not  have  reached  these  ships  by 
another  route  through  the  Lower  Zee  or  other  communications ;  it 
is  not  to  be  said  that  they  were  so  inclosed  and  protected  on  all 
sides  by  neutral  territory  that  you  could  not  approach  them  with- 
out passing  over  it.  In  the  next  place,  it  is  not  the  case  of  an 
internal  passage  into  the  heart  of  the  country,  into  the  Homegat, 
if  I  may  adopt  their  own  term ;  it  is  a  passage  over  an  external 
portion  of  water  which  you  may  prescribe  for  as  territory,  but  not 
as  inland  river  or  as  part  of  the  internal  territory ;  it  is  not  an 
entrance  of  an  armed  force  up  an  inward  passage  to  reach  an 
enemy  lying  in  the  interior  of  the  land.  Thirdly,  it  is  an  observa- 
tion of  law  that  the  passage  of  ships  over  territorial  portions  of  the 
sea  or  external  water  is  a  thing  less  guarded  than  the  passage  of 
armies  over  land,  and  for  obvious  reasons:  an  army  in  the  strictest 
state  of  discipline  can  hardly  pass  into  a  country  without  great 
inconvenience  to  the  inhabitants ;  roads  are  broken  up,  the  price 
of  provisions  is  raised,  the  sick  axe  quartered  on  individuals, 
and  a  general  uneasiness  and  terror  is  excited;  but  the  passage 
of  two  or  three  vessels,  or  of  a  fleet,  over  external  waters,  may 
be  neither  felt  nor  perceived.  For  this  reason,  the  act  of  in- 
offensively passing  over  such  portions  of  water,  without  any 
violence  committed  there,  is  not  considered  as  any  violation  of 
territory  belonging  to  a  neutral  State  ;  permission  is  not  usually 
required.  Such  waters  are  considered  as  the  common  thorough- 
fare of  nations,  though  they  may  be  so  far  territory,  as  that 
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any  actual  exercise  of  hostility  is  proMbited  therein.    Fourthly,        isoi 

it  is  to  be  observed  that  the  right  of  refusal  of  passage,  even  upon  __!! 1 

land,  is  supposed  to  depend  more  on  the  inconvenience  falling  on    The  Twkk 

the  neutral  State  than  on  any  injustice  committed  to  the  third        

party  who  is  to  be  affected  by  the  permission.  Qrotius  and  Vattel  ^^  ^*  ^*^**' 
both  agree  that  it  is  no  ground  of  complaint  nor  cause  of  v^ax 
against  the  intermediate  neutral  State  if  it  grants  passage  to  the 
troops  of  a  belligerent,  though  inconvenience  may  ensue  to  the 
State  beyond ;  the  ground  of  the  right  of  refusal  being  the  incon- 
venience that  such  passages  bring  with  them  to  the  neutral  State 
itself.  This  being  the  general  state  of  the  fact  and  of  the  law,  it 
would  be  a  proposition  which  could  not  be  maintained  in  a  full 
imiversal  extent  that  the  passing  over  water,  claimed  as  neutral 
territory,  would  vitiate  any  ulterior  capture  made  on  a  third  party. 
Suppose  the  case  of  a  war  between  England  and  Bussia,  and  that 
the  Sound  was  the  pass  in  question,  over  which  Denmark  claims 
and  exercises  imperial  rights  on  stronger  grounds  than  can  be 
maintained  in  support  of  this  daim ;  or  suppose  a  war  between 
France  and  Bussia,  and  the  Dardanelles  to  be  the  pass  in  question ; 
or  suppose  any  two  powers  exercising  hostilities  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, after  having  passed  through  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar,  occu- 
pied by  an  English  fortress  on  one  side  and  by  Tangier  on  the 
other,  formerly  in  possession  of  this  country — could  it  be  said  in 
any  of  these  cases  that  captures  made  beyond  this  point  of  pcussage 
over  neutral  water  territory  would  be  invalidated  on  any  principle 
of  the  law  of  nations  P  Where  a  free  passage  is  generally  enjoyed, 
notwithstanding  a  claim  of  territory  may  exist  for  certain  pur- 
poses, no  violation  of  territory  is  committed  if  the  party,  after  an 
inoffensive  passage,  conducted  in  the  usual  manner,  begins  an  act 
of  hostility  in  open  ground.  In  order  to  have  an  invalidating 
effect  it  must  at  least  be  either  an  unpermitted  passage,  over  terri- 
tory where  permission  is  regularly  requested,  or  a  passage  imder  a 
permission  obtained  on  false  representation  and  suggestions  of  the 
purpose  designed.  In  either  of  these  cases  there  might  be  an 
original  misfeasance,  and  trespass,  that  travelled  throughout  and 
contaminated  the  whole ;  but  if  nothing  of  this  sort  can  be  objected 
I  am  of  opinion  that  a  capture,  otherwise  legal,  is  in  no  degree 
affected  by  a  passage  over  territory  in  itself  otherwise  legal  and 
permitted. 
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1801  Having  before  said  that  this  act  of  capture  was  not  exercised  on 

Jfifvember  27.  j^e^tjal  territory,  as  far  as  I  am  enabled  to  judge  by  the  present 

Thb  Twkb  evidence,  I  must  pronounce  that  no  suflScient  objections  are  shown 

Gebbqbdebs.  .          ,           .    .                                                                          • 

—  agamst  the  validity  of  these  captures,  and  that  the  ships  must  be 

"^             •  adjudged  lawful  prize  to  the  captors,  being  bound  to  Amsterdam 
in  breach  of  the  blockade. 


[4  c.  Rob.  8.]  THE  COSMOPOLITE  (No.  2). 

Licence — Enumeration  of  Articles —Construction  of  Licence — Alteration  of  Date, 

A  licence  must  be  construed  with  the  object  of  carrying  out  the  inten- 
tion of  the  grantor,  and  small  deviations  from  the  terms  may  be  over- 
looked. But  when  a  licence  coyers  the  export  of  certain  eniunerated 
kinds  of  goods,  its  protection  will  be  confined  to  them  only.  Any  altera- 
tion in  the  terms  of  a  licence  as  to  time  must  be  clearly  explained  to 
give  validity  to  such  alteration. 

1801  This  was  a  owe  respecting  a  licence  granted  to  a  British  mer- 

•^"^^  ^'  chant  to  import  certain  specified  articles  from  Spain.  It  appeared 
that  the  licence  had  been  originally  granted  for  three  months 
from  the  date  of  the  instrument,  but  tiiat  it  had  afterwards  been 
altered  to  three  months  from  the  date  of  the  bill  of  lading  [and  that 
articles  of  a  different  kind  to  those  specified  in  the  licence  were  on 
board  at  the  time  of  capture]. 

On  the  part  of  the  captors,  the  King^s  Advocate. 

On  the  part  of  the  claimant,  Laurence. 

SiE  W.  Scott. — This  case  arises  on  the  construction  of  a  licence 
granted  to  import  from  Teneriffe,  during  a  war  with  Spain,  goods 
of  a  specified  description.  It  is  perfectly  well  known  that  by  war 
all  communication  between  the  subjects  of  the  belligerent  countries 
must  be  suspended,  and  that  no  intercoiLrse  can  legally  be  canied 
on  between  the  subjects  of  the  hostile  States  but  by  the  special 
licence  of  their  respective  governments.  Under  this  view  of  the 
matter,  it  is  clear  that  a  licence  is  a  high  act  of  sovereignty,  an 
act  immediately  proceeding  from  the  sovereign  authority  of  the 
State,  which  is  alone  competent  to  decide  on  all  the  considerations 
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of  commercial  and  political  expediency,  by  which  such  an  excep-        isoi 
tion  from  the  ordinary  consequences  of  war  must  be  controlled.       *^"^^' 
Licences  being  then  high  acts  of  sovereignty,  they  are  necessarily        Thb 

8trictiju)iSj  and  must  not  be  carried  further  than  the  intention  of        

the  great  authority  which  grants  them  may  be  supposed  to  extend.  ^"^* 
I  do  not  say  that  they  are  to  be  construed  with  pedantic  accuracy, 
or  that  every  small  deviation  should  be  held  to  vitiate  the  fair 
effect  of  them.  An  excess  in  the  quantity  of  goods  permitted 
might-not  be  considered  as  noxious  to  any  extent.  A  variation  in 
the  quality  or  substance  of  the  goods  might  be  more  significant, 
because  a  liberty  assumed  of  importing  one  species  of  goods  under 
a  licence  granted  to  import  another  might  lead  to  very  dangerous 
abuses.  In  several  cases  of  licences  this  Court  has  had  occasion  to 
observe  that  articles  have  been  introduced  which  might  interfere 
with  our  own  mauufa^tures,  not  merely  raw  materialB  for  the 
necessary  employment  of  the  skill  and  labour  of  British  artisans, 
but  the  finished  productions  of  foreign  industry  and  art,  which 
might  come  in  competition  with  those  of  our  own ;  and  it  has  been 
observed,  not  without  surprise,  that  some  licences  themselves — ^I 
mean  particularly  those  Irish  ones  which  appeared  in  the  case  of 
the  Chmtina  8ophia  (a) — ^have  given  a  countenance  to  this  practice. 
Where  the  licences  have  expressly  permitted  the  introduction  of 
such  goods,  this  Court  cannot  take  upon  itsdf  to  withhold  from 
the  individual  the  benefit  of  such  licences,  however  obtained,  but  it 
will  always  consider  it  to  be  its  duty  to  look  to  the  licence  for  the 
enumeration  of  the  goods  that  cure  to  be  protected  by  it.  In  the 
present  case  it  appears  that  the  terms  of  the  licence  have  not  been 
followed  in  this  respect.  Here  is  a  licence  for  barilla,  wool, 
liquorice,  orchilla  wood,  and  dying  wood,  yet  there  are  other 
articles,  a  considerable  quantity  of  wine,  and  some  hides  on  board. 
It  is  safd  that  these,  comparatively  with  the  burthen  of  the  vessel, 
form  but  a  very  trifling  part  of  the  cargo.  Be  the  quantity  what 
it  may,  it  ought  to  have  been  provided  for  in  the  enumeration 
which  the  merchant  submitted  to  the  discretion  of  government 
when  he  applied  for  his  licence.    As  it  now  stands,  I  must  consider 

(a)  Jiine  20th,  1801.  The  terms  agriculture/*  articles  imported, 
o!  the  licence  were  general,  **  for  **  tobacco  pipes,  thread,  bobbin,  long 
articles    for    manufacture-use    and     hoUand,  geneya,  hops,  &c.'' 
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1801^        this  part  of  the  cargo  as  totally  denuded  of  any  authority  under 
-.  the  licence,   and  therefore    subject  to  condemnation.     Another 


July  8. 


SirW.  Soott. 


Thb  material  circumstance  in  all  licences  is  the  limitation  of  time  in 
which  they  are  to  be  carried  into  effect ;  for,  as  it  is  within  the 
view  of  government  in  granting  these  licences  to  combine  all  com- 
mercial and  political  considerations,  a  commimication  with  the 
enemy  might  be  very  proper  at  one  time,  and  at  another  very  unfit 
and  highly  mischievous :  it  might  be  highly  proper  in  1799,  and 
highly  inexpedient  in  1801.  Time,  therefore,  appears  to  be  a  very 
important  ingredient ;  if  the  party  takes  upon  himself  to  extend 
the  term  of  the  licence  in  this  respect,  it  would  be,  in  my  opinion, 
licentia  non  sumpta  pudenter. 

Two  circumstances  are  required  to  give  the  due  effect  to  a 
licence.  First,  that  the  intention  of  the  grantor  shall  be  pursued ; 
and  secondly,  that  there  shall  be  an  entire  bona  fides  on  the  part  of 
the  user.  It  has  been  contended  that  the  latter  alone  should  be 
sufficient,  and  that  a  construction  of  the  grant  merely  erroneous 
should  not  prejudice.  This  is,  I  think,  laid  down  too  loosely.  It 
seems  absolutely  essential  that  that  only  shall  be  done  which  the 
grantor  intended  to  permit ;  whatever  he  did  not  mean  to  permit 
is  absolutely  interdicted,  and  the  party  who  uses  the  licence 
engages  not  only  for  fair  intentions,  but  for  an  accurate  interpre- 
tation and  execution  ;  when  I  say  an  accurate  interpretation  and 
execution,  I  do  not  mean  to  exclude  such  a  latitude,  as  may  be 
supposed  to  conform  to  the  intentions  of  the  grantor,  liberally 
understood. 

The  present  licence  was  first  granted  in  1799,  for  three  months. 
At  that  time,  as  it  stood,  when  coming  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Sovereign  of  this  country,  and  countersigned  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  it  was  a  perfectly  good  licence  for  the  articles  enumerated 
and  for  the  time  therein  specified.  But  I  find  a  difficulty  in  hold- 
ing that  a  licence  so  granted  is  a  good  licenoe  for  an  importation 
in  1801.  It  appears  on  the  face  of  the  instrument  that  there  has 
been  an  erasure,  and  that  the  words  "  three  months "  have  been 
altered  to  "  three  months  from  the  date  of  the  bill  of  lading,"  ex- 
tending it,  not  to  this  year,  or  to  any  other  year,  but  to  a  time 
indefinite,  whenever  it  might  suit  the  convenience  of  the  merchant 
to  make  use  of  it. 
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The  question  then  is,  whether  the  account  given  of  this  altera-        isoi 
tion  is  satisfactory  P    It  may  be  so,  as  to  one  constituent  part  of  a      J^^h/^- 
licence,  and  not  as  to  another ;  it  may  be  satisfactory  as  to  the        Thb 
bona  Jides  of  the  party  obtaining  it,  but  not  as  to  its  conformity        __^"tb- 
with  the  intention  of  the  grantor ;  and  I  have  already  said  that  it  Sir  W.  Soott. 
ought  to  combine  both  these  properties.     The  affidavit  states, 
'^  that  the  licence  was  originally  made  out  for  three  months  from 
the  date  of  the  said  licence ;  but  upon  its  being  represented  at  the 
Council  office  by  this  deponent's  said  house,  that  owing  to  the 
jealousy  of  the  Spanish  Government,  and  the  difficulty  of  commu- 
mcation  with  the  said  island  of  Tenenff e,  and  the  secrecy  necessary 
to  be  observed,  the  lives  and  property  of  the  persons  at  Teneriffe 
being  endangered  by  carrying  on  a  trade  with  this  country,  if  dis- 
covered, the  said  licence  was  altered  at  the  Council  office,  to  continue 
in  force  for  three  months  from  the  date  of  the  bills  of  lading." 

Now  it  appears  to  me  that  this  representation  is  not  entirely 
satisfactory.  As  to  exportation  from  Teneriffe  and  other  parts  of 
Spain,  we  have  seen  so  many  instances  of  it  in  neutral  ships,  that 
it  is  not  very  easy  to  imderstand  how  it  could  be  exposed  to  so 
much  jealousy  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  Government  in  the 
manner  here  described ;  or,  if  it  were  so,  how  happened  it  that 
this  was  a  secret  at  the  time  of  making  the  application  P  How 
came  a  licence  to  be  taken  restricted  to  three  months  if  it  was 
known  that  it  could  be  carried  into  effect  only  by  watching  an 
opportunity  of  getting  into  Teneriffe,  as  it  were  by  stealth,  and  by 
getting  out  in  the  same  manner  P  If  this  fact  had  been  men- 
tioned, no  doubt  proper  means  would  have  been  taken  to  provide 
for  it  under  the  very  liberal  attention  which  is,  on  all  occasions, 
paid  by  government  to  the  representation  of  merchants.  If  it  was 
not  known  till  afterwards,  application  should  have  been  made,  in  the 
same  manner  as  for  the  original  licence,  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
who  countersigned  the  first  instrument ;  whereas  the  affidavit  only 
states,  '^  that  an  application  was  made  to  the  Coimcil  office,"  with- 
out mentioning  wken^  or  by  whom,  this  alteration  is  supposed  to 
have  been  made.  From  any  observations  of  mine  on  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Council,  I  find  a  difficulty  in  supposing  that  any 
persons  who  compose  that  board  would  take  upon  themselves  to 
alter  a  licence  that  had  been  sanctioned  by  the  sign  manual. 


Sir  W.  Scott. 
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1801  Besides,  how  is  it  authenticated  P  The  word  of  an  inferior  clerk 
"^  •  of  the  Council  cannot  be  received  as  a  suflScient  authentication ;  all 
The  instruments  of  this  sort  should  be  certified  in  some  manner  by  the 
authority  of  the  Council.  It  is  too  much  for  this  Court  to  take  it 
upon  inferior  authority,  or  on  the  mere  representation  of  the  party 
himself.  After  the  alteration,  the  party  carries  it  to  the  custom 
house  {a)y  and  there  it  is  deposited,  and  filed,  as  a  thing  not  imme-* 
diately  to  be  put  in  use.  When  it  comes  to  be  examined  thiB 
erasure  is  perceived,  and  the  custom  office  refuse  to  act  upon  it, 
and  insist  that  before  it  shaU  be  considered  as  an  efficient  licence 
it  shaU  be  re-signed.  On  this  information,  as  the  affidavit  states, 
"  the  party  sent  his  clerk  to  the  Council  office  to  get  it  re-signed." 
The  more  prudent  measure  would  have  been  for  the  merchant  to 
have  applied  himself  to  some  person  there  of  a  more  efficient 
character.  It  seems,  however,  that  a  clerk  in  the  Council  office  told 
the  merchant's  clerk  that  nothing  could  be  done  in  the  business  on 
account  of  the  then  existing  embcurgo,  as  the  vessel  was  a  Swedish 
ship.  In  this  answer  the  party  imprudently  acquiesced,  and  here 
the  matter  rested. 

On  this  statement  of  the  facts,  I  do  not  feel  myself  wcurranted 
to  say  that  I  can  be  satisfied  with  the  authority  of  this  licence ;  I 
think  I  shall  administer  the  safest  justice  by  referring  the  party  to 
another  Court,  composed  of  members  of  the  Privy  Council,  who 
are  best  capable  of  judging  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  authority 
imder  which  tiie  alteration  was  made,  and  of  the  validity  of  the 
licence  so  altered,  applied  as  it  has  been  to  the  present  transaction. 

{a)  The  affidavit  stated,  *'that  in  matter  being  referred  to  the  board, 
December  following  the  licence  was  and  the  same  doubts  being  enter- 
deposited  in  the  custom  house  in  tained  by  them,  the  licence  was  re- 
order that  the  customs  might  have  turned  to  the  deponent  that  it  might 
notice  of  any  cargo  being  imported  be  rc-^t^rn^d  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
under  it.  That  in  February,  long  or  renewed;  that  one  of  the  clerks  of 
before  the  knowledge  of  the  capture,  the  deponent  was  sent  to  make  appli- 
the  deponent  applied  to  the  custom  cation  to  this  effect,  who  addressing 

house  to  indorse  the  name  of  the  himself  to  Mr.  E.  S ,  one  of  the 

ship  on  the  licence;  that  a  doubt  clerks  of  the  Council  office,  was  in- 

was  then  expressed  on  the  part  of  formed  by  him  that  nothing  could  be 

the  custom  house  whether,  in  con-  done  owing  to  the  embai^  which 

sequence  of  the  alteration  as  to  the  had  lately  taken  place  on  Danish  and 

time  of  the  importation,  they  could  Swedish  ships,  &c.'* 
with  propriety  act  upon  it.    That  the 
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THE  JEMMY.  [4C.Eob.3i.] 

Ship — Transfer  from  Enemy  to  Neutral — Continuance  of  previous  Manage^ 
ment  and  Trade — Conclusive  Presumption  of  Fictitious  Transfer, 

Wlien  an  enemy  eliip  has  been  transferred  to  a  neutral  owner,  but  is 
left  under  the  same  management  and  in  the  same  trade  as  before  the 
transfer,  the  condusiye  presumption  is  raised  that  the  transfer  is  not 
genuine. 

This  was  a  oase  of  a  ship  asserted  to  have  been  purchased  at        isoi 
Dunkirk  by  Mr.  Sehultz,  of  Altona.     This  cause  now  came  on  to      *^^^'^' 
be  heard  on  further  proof. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — This  case  has  been  admitted  to  further  proof 
owing  entirely  to  the  suppression  of  a  circumstance  which,  if  the 
Court  had  known,  it  would  not  have  permitted  further  proof  to 
have  been  introduced,  namely,  that  the  ship  has  been  left  in  the 
trade  and  under  the  management  of  the  former  owner.  Wherever 
that  fact  appears  the  Court  will  hold  it  to  be  conclusive,  because, 
from  the  mdentia  reiy  the  strongest  presumption  necessarily  arises 
that  it  is  merely  a  covered  and  pretended  transfer.  The  presump- 
tion is  so  strong  that  scarcely  any  proof  can  avail  against  it.  It  is 
a  rule  which  the  Court  finds  itself  under  the  absolute  necessity  of 
maintaining.  If  the  enemy  could  be  permitted  to  make  a  transfer 
of  the  ship  and  yet  retain  the  management  of  it  as  a  neutral 
vessel,  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  Court  to  protect  itself  against 
frauds. 

The  positive  objections  which  have  been  pointed  out,  on  the  fact 
jof  transfer,  are  also  of  considerable  weight.  The  inadequacy  of 
the  price  and  the  chasms  appearing  in  the  correspondence  are  cir- 
cumstances inconsistent  with  the  probability  of  ownership ;  there  is 
also  the  course  of  trade,  which  has  been  entirely  French  without 
interruption,  excepting  in  one  voyage  to  Barcelona,  but  even  in 
that  instance  the  vessel  returned  again  to  a  French  port. 

It  would  be  impossible  for  the  Court  to  admit  further  proof  in 
fiuch  a  case  as  this  without  exposing  itself  to  continual  imposition. 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  condenming  this  vessel. 
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[40.Eob.88.]  THE  TWENDE  BEODEE. 

Contraband — Timber — Treaty  with  Denmark, 

Wlien  a  treaty  stipulated  that  timber  for  the  construction  of  ships 
should  be  regarded  as  contraband.  Held,  that  if  the  character  of  the 
timber  was  ambiguous,  its  nature  in  reference  to  the  treaty  should  be 
decided  by  reference  to  the  character  of  the  port  of  destination. 

1801  This  waa  a  case  of  a  Danish  sliip,  and  cargo  of  fir  timber,  spars, 

^^hf  17.      balks,  and  deals,  taken  on  a  voyage  "  from  Christiansand  to  Saint 
Maloes  or  Brest."  * 

On  the  part  of  the  captors,  a  certificate  was  produced  from  ship- 
builders in  his  Majesty's  yards  at  Plymouth,  stating  "  that  the 
cargo  consisted  of  fir  timber,  hand-masts,  deals,  and  spars ;  that 
the  fir  timber  and  masts  were  fit  for  naval  purposes,  and  much 
wanted  in  his  Majesty's  service." 

On  the  other  side,  an  ajffidavit  was  exhibited  from  other  ship- 
wrights of  Plymouth,  stating  the  timber  to  be  particularly  sappy 
in  its  quality,  and  not  fit  for  ship-building,  and  that  no  part  could 
be  considered  as  naval  stores. 

On  the  part  of  the  captors,  the  King^B  Advocate  contended  that 
timber  of  this  description  was  to  be  considered  as  contraband  under 
the  Danish  treaty,  in  which  it  was  expressly  stipulated  that  timber, 
bois  de  construction,  should  be  contraband,  fir  planks  excepted.  The 
exception  proved  that  fir  planks  would  have  been  contraband  if 
not  excepted ;  fir  balks,  not  excepted,  were  d  fortiori  to  be  considered 
as  contraband. 

Sib  W.  Scott. — ^This  is  a  ship  which  was  taken  on  a  voyage 
from  Denmark  to  St.  Maloes,  as  it  appeared  at  the  time  of  capture, 
having  sailed  originally  on  a  destination  to  Havre,  but  having 
changed  her  course,  in  consequence  of  some  obstacles,  and  under 
the  direction  of  one  of  the  owners  of  the  cargo,  for  St.  Maloes. 
It  appears  that  she  was  first  stopped  by  the  Juno^  and  released, 
but  afterwards  stopped  by  the  Dianay  and  brought  into  Jersey 
with  a  cargo  of  timber  on  board. 
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It  being  oontended  that  the  timber  was  of  such  a  nature  as  to        isoi 
oome  under  the  prohibition  of  the  Danish  treaty,  the  Court  directed      "^^^^  ^'^' 
it  to  be  referred  to  the  inspection  of  experienced  persons  in  his  Thb  Twehdb 

Majesty's  yards.    A  return  is  now  made  to  that  inquiry,  on  which        

I  must  say  that  it  is  not  expressed  in  such  specific  terms  as  the  ®"^'  ^^^ 
Court  might  have  expected  to  obtain  from  a  reference  to  those 
gentlemen.  They  state  "  that  they  had  taken  a  survey,  and  find 
it  to  consist  of  Dantsdc  fir  timber  very  serviceable  for  his  Majesty's 
yards,"  but  without  any  specification  of  its  dimensions,  or  any 
description  of  its  fitness  for  particulcu:  uses,  by  which  its  general 
character  might  be  ascertained.  There  is  another  phrase  in  the 
report,  equally  general,  "  that  it  is  fit  for  naval  purposes."  What 
is  that  P  It  amounts  to  no  information  at  all,  since  all  timber  is, 
I  apprehend,  fit  for  some  naval  purposes.  There  is  another  certifi- 
cate, produced  on  the  part  of  the  claimants,  from  private  unautho* 
rized  persons  selected  by  the  owners,  which  is  rather  more  precise  : 
it  specifies  the  size  of  the  timber,  and  states  ^'  that  it  is  very  sappy 
and  not  fit  to  be  considered  as  naval  stores."  This  is  all  the  assist- 
ance that  the  Court  has  obtained  to  enable  it  to  judge  of  the  terms 
of  the  explanatory  article  which  was  made  in  the  treaty  of  1780 
for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  all  disputes,  and  of  settling  a  clear 
understanding  on  the  subject  between  the  two  countries. 

In  delivering  my  opinion  on  the  construction  which  is  to  be  put 
upon  this  article,  it  may  be  proper  to  consider  shortly  the  intention 
of  the  parties,  the  terms  or  expressions  of  the  treaty,  the  decisions 
of  our  Courts,  and  the  interpretation  of  practice. 

With  respect  to  the  intention,  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  there 
had  been  much  contest  on  this  matter ;  the  belligerent,  on  one 
side,  contending  that  the  enemy  should  not  be  supplied  with 
timber ;  the  neutral  country,  on  the  other  side,  contending  for  the 
liberty  of  exporting  its  own  produce,  one  of  the  great  staples  of  the 
country.  It  is  fair  to  presume,  from  this  situation  of  the  parties, 
that  there  was  no  intention  on  the  part  of  Denmark  to  give  up  the 
timber  trade,  or  to  abridge  the  exercise  of  that  species  of  com- 
merce, further  than  the  just  demands  of  the  belligerent  might 
require.  Denmark  may  be  supposed  to  have  agreed  in  these 
terms :  "  We  are  willing  to  give  up  the  liberty  of  trading,  as  far  as 
your  interests  are  affected,  but  no  further."    The  situation  of  the 
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1801  contracting  parties  does  not  warrant  me  to  imagine  that  ttere  was 
— 'L^ — : —  any  intention  of  giving  up  the  entire  benefit  of  the  market  of  the 
'^^^^^  other  belligerent  country  for  all  other  timber,  but  only  for  such  as 

might  materially  affect  the  operations  of  war. 

If  a  cargo  of  timber  is  carried  to  Rouen,  or  Havre,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  sent  to  Paris  for  house-building,  how  is  Great 
Britain  injured  by  that  P  I  am  not  to  presume  that  there  was  any 
reason  for  demanding  a  sacrifice  of  such  a  trade,  on  one  side,  or 
that  the  other  party  would  be  willing  to  renounce  a  trade  so  bene- 
ficial to  themselves  and  so  innoxious  to  the  interests  of  the  belli- 
gerent. I  must  conclude  from  these  considerations  that  it  was 
only  meant  to  prohibit  the  carrying  of  such  timber  as  is  fairly  to  be 
deemed  ship  timber. 

The  terms  used  in  the  treaty  are,  "  Bois  de  construction ; "  but 
that  must  be  understood,  construction  naval :  it  must  be  confined  to 
purposes  of  naval  equipment.  The  great  difficulty  will  be  to 
ascertain  what  is  properly  to  be  considered  as  ship  timber.  Timber 
has  frequently,  from  particulcu:  circumstances,  a  definite  and  deter- 
minate character ;  it  may  be  denoted  by  a  particular  form,  as  knee 
timber,  which  is  crooked  timber,  peculiarly  useful  for  the  building 
of  ships,  or  it  may  be  distinguished  by  its  dimensions  of  size ;  but 
as  to  other  timber,  generally,  which  is  as  much  a  thing  of  ambiguous 
use  as  anything  can  be,  the  fair  criterion  will  be  the  nature  of  the 
port  to  which  it  is  going.  If  it  is  going  to  Brest,  the  destination 
may  be  reasonably  held  to  control  and  appropriate  the  dubious 
quality,  and  fix  upon  it  the  character  of  ship  timber — if  to  other 
ports  of  a  less  military  nature,  though  timber  of  the  same  species, 
it  may  be  more  favourably  regarded.  Then,  as  to  the  decisions  of 
Courts  of  Justice,  and  the  interpretation  of  practice,  I  do  not  know 
that  any  express  decisions  have  taken  place ;  and  it  would  be  a 
most  desirable  instruction  to  my  judgment  to  have  seen  that  of  the 
Superior  Court  exercised  upon  this  subject.  But  it  is  the  every- 
day practice  of  this  Court  not  to  consider,  as  included  within  the 
prohibition,  all  that  a  more  extended  interpretation  might  justify  : 
it  restores  spars  and  balks  of  ordinary  magnitude,  imless  there  is 
something  special  in  the  circumstances  attending  them,  to  show 
that  they  have  a  positive  destination  to  naval  purposes. 
This  then  is  the  interpretation  which  I  am  inclined  to  put  upoQ 
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Sir  W.  Soott. 


that  treaty.    With  respect  to  such  timber  as  is  in  its  own  nature        isoi 

ambiguous,  I  am  disposed  to  look  to  the  criterion  of  the  destina-  -JL ! 

tion,  as  an  equitable  rule  of  interpretation,  taking  a  fair  course  '^  Twbndb 
between  the  rights  of  exportation  of  native  produce,  on  the  part  of 
the  neutral  country,  and  the  defensive  rights  of  the  belligerent. 
Planches  du  aajntiy  being  expressly  excepted  in  the  treaty,  may,  I 
hold,  be  carried  anywhere.  In  other  timber,  of  an  indeterminable 
nature,  the  judicial  test  is  to  be  sought  from  the  destination  on 
which  it  is  going.  This  being  a  case  of  timber  going  to  St. 
Maloes — 

[The  King^s  Advocate  stated  some  part  of  a  letter  to  the  master 
which  indicated  a  destination  to  Brest:  "Tou  are  to  go  to  St. 
Maloes,  but  if  the  cargo  will  sell  best  at  Brest,  you  are  to  ask  a 
pilot  if  he  cannot  take  you  thither ;  you  may  escape  the  English 
by  going  between  the  shore  and  Ushant." 

Laurence. — The  original  destination  was  certainly  not  to  Brest ; 
the  ship  went  into  Havre  roads,  and  was  then  (after  having  been 
overhauled  by  a  British  cruiser)  directed  by  one  of  the  owners  to 
proceed  to  St.  Maloes.] 

Judgment  resumed. — li  there  had  been  a  clear  and  determined 
destination  to  Brest,  notwithstanding  it  might  be  lately  taken  up, 
it  would,  according  to  the  interpretation  I  incline  to  adopt,  subject 
every  part  of  the  cargo,  except  the  fir  planks,  to  confiscation ;  for 
it  could  never  be  permitted  to  be  averred  that  a  cargo  of  this  sort 
might  go  on  an  innocent  destination  to  St.  Maloes,  and  then  be 
sent  on  to  Brest  or  Eochf  ort.  If  that  were  the  case,  it  must  be 
pronoimced  a  case  of  condemnation ;  but  the  letter  on  which  the 
captors  rely  does  not  show  that  the  directions  were  absolute  to 
that  eflfect;  the  words,  "if  you  resolve,"  indicate  an  ultimate 
discretion  to  have  been  reposed  in  the  master.  How  does  he 
execute  it  P  He  says,  "  that  he  was  going  to  St.  Maloes,'*  not  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  a  pilot  on  board  to  carry  him  to  Brest,  but 
with  a  decided  intention  of  making  St.  Maloes  the  ultimate  port  of 
his  destination,  and  of  discharging  his  lading  there. 

Upon  the  evidence  I  incline  to  hold  that  the  conditional  direc- 
tions, which  were  given  him  to  go  to  Brest,  would  not  have  been 
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1801         carried  into  effect.    I  ehall  therefore  restore  this  cargo,  especially 
— 1—  as  I  perceive  that  no  small  part  of  it  consists  of  fir  planks,  which  I 


Tra  TwEHDB  tave  already  said  are  specially  protected ;  but  in  consequence  of 


Sir  W.  Scott. 


the  expression  of  such  an  intention,  I  shall  certainly  hold  that  the 
captors  are  entitled  to  their  expenses. 

Registrar, — This  is  a  cargo  taken  for  the  use  of  government; 
in  such  cases  the  ordinary  expenses  are  paid  by  government. 
Is  it  the  intention  of  the  Court  that  the  payment  of  the  captor^s 
expenses  is  to  be  included  in  those  charges,  or  to  be  paid  by  the 
claimant  P 

Court, — I  mean  that  they  should  be  paid  by  the  claimant ;  the 
liberty  given  by  the  owner  to  the  master  in  the  letter  makes  it  not 
unfit  that  the  expenses  should  fall  on  him. 


[4 C.Rob. 39.]  THE  OATHEEINE  AND  ANNA. 

Capture —  Ship — Restitution —  Captor* 6  Expenses — Insurance, 

Premiums  of  insurance  on  a  ship  paid  by  a  captor,  for  his  own 
security,  are  not  chargeable  against  the  owner  on  a  decree  for  restitution 
of  such  ship  on  payment  of  the  captor's  expenses. 

1801  This  was  a  case  of  a  ship  and  cargo  of  very  considerable  value, 

^^  which  had  been  decreed  to  be  restored  on  payment  of  the  captor's 

expenses.  In  reporting  those  expenses,  the  registrar  and  mer- 
chants had  refused  to  admit  a  charge  of  insurance  against  fire, 
which  the  captors  had  incurred  to  the  amount  of  about  270/. 
Application  was  now  made  on  the  part  of  the  captors  to  have  the 
report  re-committed,  that  the  expense  of  insurance  might  be 
inserted. 

The  Court  desired  to  know  the  grounds  on  which  the  charge  had 
been  disallowed. 

Registrar, — It  was  on  the  ground  that  the  claimant  had  before 
actually  insured  both  ship  and  cargo,  and  could  not  have  received 
any  possible  benefit  under  the  insurance  since  effected  by  the 
captor. 


THE  CATHERINE  AND  ANNA.  337 

The  King^s  Advocate  said  that  was  a  circumstance  of  which  the  I801 

captors  were  not  apprised ;  that  to  insure  was  a  reasonable  precau-  *^"^^  ^^' 

tion  for  them  to  take,  who  were  answerable  for  the  custody  of  so  The 

valuable  a  cargo,  and  therefore  that  they  ought  to  be  indenmified.  Aim  Anna. 

On  the  part  of  the  claimants,  ^moW.— Captors'  expenses  include 
only,  as  it  is  generally  understood,  necessary  expenses,  and  not  all 
that  the  captors  may  choose  to  incur  on  their  own  account. 
Insurance  was  not  a  necessary  expense  in  the  present  case,  inas- 
much as  the  claimants  had  already  insured.  It  is  said  the  captors 
did  not  know  this  fact,  but  they  might  have  informed  themselves. 
They  never  apprised  the  agents  of  the  claimants  that  they  were 
going  to  insure. 

Stcahey  said  that  the  registrar  and  merchants  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  disallowing  this  charge  in  the  last  war. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — The  ship  and  cargo  in  this  case  have  been  ulti- 
mately restored ;  but  the  Court  has  decreed  the  captors'  expenses 
to  be  paid — ^by  expenses,  meaning  those  expenses  that  are  neces- 
sarily incurred  by  the  act  of  capture  to  which  the  Court  adverted 
in  making  the  decree.  The  question  is,  whether  this  charge  of 
insurance  is  such  a  necessary  expense  as  the  captors  were  boimd 
to  incur  P  Captors  are  generally  bound  for  two  things — ^f or  safe 
and  fair  custody,  and  if  the  property  is  lost  or  destroyed  for  want 
of  that  safe  and  fair  custody,  they  are  responsible  for  the  loss. 
For  these  two  things  every  captor  is  answerable ;  but  if  an  acci- 
dent, or  mere  casualty  happens,  against  which  no  fair  exertions  of 
human  diligence  could  protect,  it  must  fall  on  the  party  to  whom 
the  property  is  ultimately  adjudged.  If  to  secure  himself  against 
the  negligence  of  his  own  agents,  or  to  secure  his  own  responsi- 
bility, the  captor  chooses  to  make  insurance,  I  understand  the 
practice  of  the  registrar  and  merchants  has  been  not  to  allow  it  in 
their  report,  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  upon  any  principle 
which  occurs  to  me  that  i^ch  a  disallowance  is  wrong.  The 
security  of  the  claimant  must  be  considered  as  depending  upon 
the  obligation  of  safe  custody,  and  personal  responsibility  in  case 
of  loss,  on  the  part  of  the  captors.  The  claimant  is  not  bound  to 
look  further,  nor  to  contribute  to  the  expense  which  the  captor,  for 
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1801        his  own  seourity,  may  choose  to  incur.    It  is  said  that  insurance  is 
"^^y  ^^'      an  advantage  to  claimants,  heoause  it  increases  the  responsibility  of 
Thb        the  captors — and  so  it  does ;  but  this  is  an  advantage  accidental 
AND  Anna.    ^^'^  collateral.     The  captor  who  makes  a  seizure,  engages  for  his 
g.  •^^■"^♦ij    own  personal  responsibility  to  the  party  whose  property  is  seized ; 
he  seizes  at  the  peril  of  making  full  restitution  in  case  restitution 
is  due,  and  he  is  to  find  the  means  of  making  that  restitution.    If 
the  aid  of  insurers  is  requisite  for  such  a  purpose  it  may  be  very 
advisable  for  him  to  resort  to  it ;  but  the  claimant  has  nothing  to 
do  with  that:   he  has  a  right   to   consider  the  captor  as  fully 
responsible,  and  is  imder  no  obligation  to  contribute  to  the  expense 
of  any  additional  security.     The  matter  of  insurance  is  res  inter 
alios  acta ;  I  do  not  know  that  the  captor  is,  in  any  event,  com- 
pellable to  assign  to  him  the   benefit   of   his  policy.     In  the 
8t.  Emtatiua  cases  («),  where   ships   and  goods  insured  by  the 
captors,  on  their  voyage  to  Europe  for  adjudication,  were  taken 
by  the  enemy,  I  think  the  determination  was  that  the  claimants 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  benefits  of  that  insurance. 

On  these  grounds  I  am  disposed  to  hold  that  whatever  means 
the  captors  may  take  to  relieve  themselves  from  their  personal 
responsibility,  it  is  a  matter  which  is  foreign  to  the  claimant. 
Where  the  Court  orders  a  removal,  and  a  fresh  risk  is  incurred, 
for  which  the  Court  directs  an  insurance,  it  may  be  subject  to  a 
different  consideration.  But  this  being  a  case  in  which  no  applica- 
tion had  been  made  to  the  Court,  where  the  captor  has  voluntarily 
taken  the  step  for  his  own  protection,  and  where  he  is  not,  as  I 
conceive,  compellable  in  any  respect  to  make  an  assignment  of  his 
policy,  I  cannot  think  that  it  could,  under  any  circumstances,  be 
deemed  a  charge  that  ought  to  be  thrown  on  the  daim.  But 
where  the  claimant  himself  has  actually  insured,  the  demand  is 
utterly  unsustainable.  In  such  a  case,  to  lay  upon  him  the  addi- 
tional expenses  which  the  captor  incurred  for  his  own  security 
would  be  highly  injurious.  It  was  asserted  before  the  registrar 
and  merchants  that  such  an  insurance  had  been  made  by  the 
claimants,  and  it  was  not  questioned,  as  I  understand,  at  that  time. 

(a)  The  Eegistrar  had  said  that  no      8U  Eustatiua  cases  there  was  a  ques- 
instance  had  happened  during  the     tion  of  a  similar  nature, 
present  war,  but  he  thought  in  the 
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Further  evidence  might  have  been  then  demanded.    It  might  have         I801 
been  required  of  them  to  produce  the  policies  of  insurance ;  nothing      *^"^  ^^' 
of  the  kind  was  then  done.    I  shall  not  now  direct  them  to  be         Thb 
produced,  but  take  the  fact  to  be  as  it  is  asserted  upon  the  admis-    Ain>  AmrA. 
sion  of  the  captors  at  that  time  given.  SirW.  Scott. 

On  these  grounds  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  charge  in  question, 
being  for  insurance  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  captor,  without 
communication  with  the  other  party,  and  without  any  application 
to  the  Court,  must  be  taken  to  be  an  expense  incurred  for  his  own 
security,  and  not  chargeable  on  the  claimant.  Were  it  necessary, 
I  should  hardly  hesitate  in  pronouncing  for  the  justness,  as  well  as  - 
for  the  application  of  the  general  rule,  alleged  to  be  observed  by 
the  registrar  and  merchants. 

Report  confirmed. 


m 


THE  HENRICK  AND  MARIA  (No.  2).  [4C.Rob.43.] 

Capture — Condemnation — Vessel  in  Neutral  Fort — Sdle — Title  of  Owner  after 
SaJe, 

On  principle,  tho  condemnation  of  a  vessel  of  a  belligerent  lying  in  a 
neutral  port  is  invalid,  and  a  sale  arising  out  of  such  condemnation  is 
also  invalid.  But,  held  by  Sir  William  Scott,  and  by  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  Appeal,  that  as  the  British  Prize  Court  had  condemned 
vessels  in  neutral  ports,  a  title  arising  from  a  sale  on  a  decree  of  a 
foreign  Court  as  above,  must  be  recognized  as  valid. 

This  was  a  case  of  a  British  vessel  taken  by  a  Dutch  privateer        1799 
2nd  October,  1795,  and  carried  into  Norway.    It  appeared  that  a  ^"^^^J^^ ' 
sentence  of  condemnation  had  passed  24th  March,  1796,  at  the     August  7, 

Hague,  before  a  Court  styled  "  The  Committee  of  the  Affairs  of        * 

the  Marine  of  the  Batavian  Eepublio."  On  the  9th  of  June 
following  the  ship  was  sold  at  Christiansand  to  a  Danish  merchant, 
and  was  afterwards  captured  21st  June,  1796,  with  a  cargo  of  fir 
timber,  on  a  voyage  to  Amsterdam. 

On  the  part  of  the  captors,  it  was  first  contended  that  the  ship 
was  liable  to  condemnation  on  the  ground  of  violating  the  blockade 
of  Amsterdam  {ante^  p.  84).     After  the  judgment  of  the  Court  on 
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1799         that  point,  a  further  question  was  raised  respecting  the  legality  of 
Nbfember2Q,   ^  transfer  of  a  prize  ship  not  being  carried  into  the  port  of  the 

Thb  Hhhbick  captor's  country. 
ahdMabia. 

On  the  part  of  the  Danish  claimant,  Laurence  and  Croke. 
On  the  part  of  the  captors,  the  King^s  Advocate  and  SewelL 

Judgment  reserved. 

Sib  W.  Scott. — This  is  a  British  vessel,  captured  by  a  Dutch 
privateer,  carried  into  Norway,  and  sold  there  under  a  sentence  of 
condemnation  passed  at  the  Hague.  It  has  been  contended  that 
there  is  not  enough  to  show  that  the  vessel  had  not  been  sustually 
removed  to  Holland  at  the  time  of  the  sentence;  and  an  expression 
in  the  sentence,  "brought  to  judgment,"  had  been  relied  on  as 
leading  to  a  contrary  conclusion,  and  as  intimating  that  she  was 
actually  brought  to  Holland.  I  am  satisfied,  however,  as  to  that 
fact;  the  term,  "brought  to  judgment,"  is  merely  a  figurative 
expression,  signifying  that  the  question  respecting  that  ship  was 
brought  to  judgment.  The  whole  tenour  of  the  instruments 
describe  the  ship  herself  as  situate  elsewhere.  The  bill  of  sale 
speaks  of  the  ship  as  lying  in  Ohristiansand,  where  she  was  carried 
with  several  other  English  vessels  which  had  been  taken  by  Dutch 
privateers  and  put  under  the  direction  of  the  Dutch  consul  residing 
at  that  place ;  she  is  described  as  "  to  be  sold  in  the  condition  in 
which  she  had  been  there  lying  for  the  inspection  of  purchasers." 
If  she  had  been  removed  into  Holland,  the  fact  was  perfectly 
capable  of  proof;  but  it  is  not  even  averred  in  the  proofs  that 
have  been  introduced  on  the  part  of  the  Danish  purchaser.  A  claim 
has  been  given  on  behalf  of  the  former  British  proprietor,  and  the 
question  that  arises  is,  whether  the  Danish  purchaser  can  hold  this 
vessel  by  the  title  of  a  condenmation  passed  upon  her  whilst  lying 
in  a  neutral  port,  she  having  never  been  conducted  into  the 
country  of  the  captor,  nor  into  any  port  of  an  ally  in  the  war  P 
It  has  been  contended  that  such  a  sentence  is  perfectly  legal,  both 
on  principle  and  authority.  It  is  said,  that  on  principle  the 
security  and  consummation  of  the  capture  is  as  complete  in  a 
neutral  port  as  in  the  port  of  the  belligerent  himself.    On  the 
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mere  principle  of  security,  it  may,  perhaps,  be  so ;  but  it  is  to  be        1799 
remembered  that  this  is  a  matter  not  to  be  governed  by  abstract  — ^^  ^^ — L 
principles  alone.    The  use  and  practice  of  nations  have  intervened,  "^^^  Hehbicz 
and  shifted  the  matter  from  its  foundations  of  that  species.     The        — 

SirW.  Scott. 

expression  which  Gfrotius  uses  on  these  occasions,  ^^placuit  gentibtiSy** 
is,  in  my  opinion,  perfectly  correct,  intimating  that  there  is  a  use 
and  practice  of  nations  to  which  we  are  now  expected  to  conform. 

Without  entering  into  a  discussion  of  the  several  opinions  that 
have  been  thrown  out  on  this  subject,  I  think  I  may  state  the 
better  opinion  and  practice  to  have  been  that  a  prize  should  be 
brought  infra  prcesidia  of  the  capturing  country,  where,  by  being 
so  brought,  it  may  be  considered  as  incorporated  into  the  mass  of 
national  stock.  The  greatest  extension  that  has  been  allowed  has 
not  carried  the  rule  beyond  the  ports  or  places  of  security  belong- 
ing to  some  friend  or  ally  in  the  war  who  has  a  common  interest 
in  defending  the  acquisitions  of  the  belligerent,  made  from  the 
common  enemy  of  both. 

In  later  times  an  additional  formality  has  been  required,  that  of 
a  sentence  of  condemnation,  in  a  competent  Court,  decreeing 
the  capture  to  have  been  rightly  made,  jure  belli;  it  not  being 
thought  fit,  in  civilised  society,  that  property  of  this  sort  should  be 
converted  without  the  sentence  of  a  competent  Court  pronoimcing 
it  to  have  been  seized  as  the  property  of  an  enemy,  and  to  be  now 
become  jure  belli  the  property  of  the  captor.  The  purposes  of 
justice  require  that  such  exercises  of  war  should  be  placed  under 
public  inspection ;  and  therefore  the  mere  deductio  infra  prcesidia 
has  not  been  deemed  sufficient.  No  man  buys  under  that  title ; 
he  requires  a  sentence  of  condemnation  as  the  foundation  of  the 
title  of  the  seller ;  and  when  the  transfer  is  accepted  he  is  liable  to 
have  that  document  called  for,  as  the  foundation  of  his  own. 
From  the  moment  that  a  sentence  of  condemnation  becomes  neces- 
sary, it  imposes  an  additional  obligation  for  bringing  the  property, 
on  which  it  is  to  pass,  into  the  coimtry  of  the  captor ;  for  a  legal 
sentence  must  be  the  result  of  legal  proceedings  in  a  legitimate 
Court,  armed  with  competent  authority  upon  the  subject-matter 
and  upon  the  parties  concerned — a  Court  which  has  the  means  of 
pursuing  the  proper  inquiry  and  enforcing  its  decisions.  These 
ore  principles  of  universal  jurisprudence  applicable  to  all  Courts, 
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1799  and  more  peculiarly  to  those  which  by  their  constitution,  in  all 
November  26.  countries,  must  act  in  rem  upon  the  corpus  or  substance  of  the 
The  Heneiok  thing  acquired  and  upon  the  parties,  one  of  whom  is  not  subject  to 

'    other  rights  than  those  of  war,  and  is  amenable  to  no  jurisdiction 

Sip  W.  Soott.   "^^^  g^^j^  ^  belongs  to  those  who  possess  the  rights  of  war  against 

him. 

Upon  principle,  therefore,  it  is  not  to  be  asserted  that  a  ship 
brought  into  a  neutral  port  is  with  effect  proceeded  against  in  the 
belligerent  country.  The  res  ipsa,  the  corpusy  is  not  within  the 
possession  of  the  Court ;  and  possession,  in  such  cases,  founds  the 
jurisdiction.  What  is  the  authority  over  the  parties  P  Over  the 
captors  it  is  complete,  on  account  of  their  personal  relation  to 
the  belligerent  country.  The  neutral  government  may  be  called 
upon,  in  the  usual  mode  of  requisition  known  to  the  law  and 
practice  of  nations,  to  enforce  upon  them  the  orders  and  decrees  of 
the  State  to  which  they  belong.  But  how  will  it  be  maintainable 
over  the  other  parties  who  are  not  subjects  either  of  the  neutral  or 
belligerent  State,  and  are,  in  respect  to  the  point  in  issue,  only 
subject  to  a  jurisdiction  of  war  ?  The  belligerent  State  itself  has 
not  the  means  of  exercising  the  rights  of  war  over  them  directly. 
Can  it  call  on  the  neutral  State  by  requisition  so  to  do  P  Most 
clearly  not.  The  neutral  State  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  rights 
of  force  possessed  by  the  one  belligerent  against  the  other ;  it  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  enforcement  or  consummation  of  such 
rights ;  it  owes  to  both  parties  jthe  simple  rights  of  hospitality,  and 
even  these  are  very  limited  in  the  practice  of  most  civilised  States. 
By  the  regulations  of  France,  foreign  ships  are  forbidden  to  enter 
with  prizes  into  a  port  of  France  except  in  cases  of  distress,  and 
then  they  are  permitted  to  stay  no  longer  than  their  necessity 
exists.  Valin  observes  on  this  article  that  it  cannot  be  doubted 
that  such  a  rule  is  exactly  conformable  to  the  laws  of  neutrality, 
and  Hubner  admits  that  a  wise  hospitality  wUl  not  be  exercised 
beyond  this.  At  any  rate,  the  neutral  State  can  have  no  com- 
pulsory jurisdiction  to  exerdse  upon  either  party  upon  questions  of 
war  depending  between  them,  nor  can  any  such  jurisdiction  be 
conveyed  to  it  by  the  authority  of  one  of  them.  Its  own  duties  of 
neutrality  prevent  the  acceptance  of  any  belligerent  rights;  it 
cannot  be  called  upon  by  requisition  to  give  any  facility  or  con- 
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K7^<t9.^^ttt  J^.^A*  Oft 

to  apply  modes  of  oomptdsion  to  the  one  to  serve  the  hostile  pur- 


Sir  W.Scott. 


poses  of  the  other.  '^^  ^nbiok 

In  the  administration  of  a  jurisdiction  of  this  kind  the  enemy 
who  is  vanquished  is  not  only  a  necessary  party,  but  likewise  a 
necessary  witness,  according  to  the  proceedings  of  all  countries. 
Prisoners  are  necessary  witnesses  to  be  examined ;  according  to  our 
instructions  they  are  the  only  witnesses.  The  French  regula- 
tions (a)  admit  the  evidence  of  the  captor,  but  hold  at  the  same 
time  that  natural  justice  requires  the  crew  of  the  captured  vessel 
should  be  examined  touching  the  rights  in  question.  How  are 
they  liable  to  be  compelled  to  .undergo  such  examination  ?  No 
force  can  be  applied  in  the  way  of  strict  or  continued  imprisonment 
to  compel  their  answers  to  interrogatories.  Their  refusal  would 
carry  no  consequence  of  legal  contumacy  with  it,  for  legal  con- 
tumacy can  only  exist  where  a  legal  jurisdiction  has  demanded  a 
submission.  From  these  considerations  it  should  seem  to  result 
that  in  the  case  of  a  ship  lying  in  a  neutral  country  there  is  not 
only  a  want  of  original  jurisdiction  in  the  belligerent  country  from 
the  want  of  possession,  but  that  there  is  likewise  a  substantial 
defect  of  that  authority,  which  is  required  for  the  attainment  of 
justice,  and  which  is  essentially  necessary  to  give  eflfect  to  the 
ceremony  of  condemnation.  Conformably  to  this  view  of  the 
matter,  all  the  more  ancient  instructions  given  to  cruisers  in  almost 
every  country  require  that  prizes  should  be  brought  into  the  ports 
of  the  country  to  which  the  cruisers  belong.  In  Denmark,  so  late 
as  1710,  it  is  required  under  pain  of  death.  In  our  own  country 
the  general  instructions  still  in  use  are  "  to  bring  them  into  some 
ports  of  our  dominions."  In  Holland,  it  appears  in  the  instruc- 
tions cited  in  the  argument  from  Bynkershoek  (6),  that  the  States 
did  not  consider  it  sufficient  for  a  prize  to  be  brought  into  the 
ports  of  an  ally  in  the  war,  for  they  require,  in  the  terms  of  their 
judgment,  that  it  should  be  brought  into  the  ports  of  the  captor. 
In  France,  where  the  practice  of  the  Prize  Courts  has  fluctuated 

(a)  The  French  practice  has  always  p.  76.    In  this  country  the  depoei- 

admitted  the  depositions  of  the  cap-  tions  of  the  captors  are  not  received, 
tors  as  well  as  the  prisoners.    Ord. 
1400,  Art.  6,  Collectanea  Maritima,  {h)  Q.  I.  Pub.  lib.  L  oh.  5. 
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1799         more  than  in  any  other  country,  acoording  to  temporary  views  of 

l^ovember  26.   convenience,  no  relaxation  of  the  strict  rule  appears  to  have  been 

The  Hbnbick  introduced  earlier  than  1705  ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  observation,  as 

'    an  inconsistency  and  injustice  of  no  small  magnitude,  that  at  the 

SirW.  Scott,  ygpy  ^jjjj^  when  their  edicts  forbade  the  cruisers  of  other  countries 
to  bring  their  prizes  into  the  ports  of  France,  they  should  authorise 
their  cruisers  to  carry  their  prizes  into  the  ports  of  other  countries. 
That  edict  appears  to  have  been  revoked  in  1769.  Valin  speaks  of 
it  rather  as  a  recent  and  tolerated  usage  than  as  a  legal  practice  in 
1763,  It  was  renewed  at  an  early  period  of  the  present  war,  in 
1793,  and  has  since  been  largely  indulged ;  but  the  editor  of  the 
new  Code  dea  Prises^  I  observe,  speaks  of  it  as  an  innovation,  and 
in  terms  of  considerable  asperity.  I  am  not  aware  that  any 
instructions  have  issued  from  this  Government  during  the  present 
war  permitting  the  carrying  of  prizes  into  other  ports  than  those 
of  allies.  Some  instructions  have  been  alluded  to  as  permitting  in 
former  wars  (a)  the  carrying  into  Lisbon  or  Leghorn.  I  conceive, 
speaking  without  answering  for  the  success  that  might  attend  a 
more  persevering  inquiry  on  such  a  subject,  that  such  instructions 
have  issued  from  this  Government  only  when  the  Sovereigns  of 
those  ports,  the  Kings  of  Portugal  and  the  Dukes  of  Tuscany, 
have  been  allies  of  Great  Britain  in  the  wars  of  Europe. 

Some  instructions  have  likewise  been  alluded  to,  authorising  the 
cruisers  to  carry  their  prizes  into  the  ports  of  Naples  or  Sicily  (6), 
but  I  presume  at  no  period  in  which  the  governing  powers  of  those 
countries,  or  at  least  the  parties  in  those  countries  whom  we  con- 
tended to  be  legally  entitled  to  the  government  of  them,  were  not 
engaged  in  some  common  confederacy  with  us. 

If  the  practice  of  our  Courts  had  conformed  to  instructions  so 
restricted,  the  question  would  not  have  been  subject  to  much  diffi- 
culty, for  it  would  still  have  remained  within  the  pale  of  the 
principle  which  confines  the  jurisdiction  of  prize  to  the  cases  of 
prize  brought  to  the  ports  of  the  capturing  country  or  of  an  ally  in 
the  war,  which,  as  to  the  operation  of  the  common  war,  unam  conr. 

(a)  It  had  been  said  in  the  argu-         (h)  Instructions,   1694.     England 

ment  that  the  instructions  of  1740  then  confederate  in  the  war  with 

directed  prizes  to  be  carried  into  those  Spain. 
porta. 
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atituunt  civitatem  with  the  belligerent.      But  it  is  not  to  be  denied        1799 
that  the  Court  of  Admiralty  has  gone  further.      It  is  now  for  a  ^^^^^  ^^^ 
considerable  time  that  this  Court  has  been  in  the  habit  of  con-  The  Hknbick 

,  AND  MaRTA. 

demnmg  prizes  carried  to  Lisbon  and  Leghorn,  at  tmies  when  I        

am  not  at  liberty  to  say  that  the  Sovereigns  of  those  ports  were 
engaged  in  a  common  war  against  the  enemy  of  this  country. 
The  fact  that  the  ships  proceeded  against  here  were  lying  there  has 
not  been  dissembled.  Such  I  take  to  have  been  the  fact  in  the 
war  called  the  American  War,  as  well  as  the  war  preceding.  In 
the  war  of  1756  I  find  commissions  from  this  Court  issued  in  that 
year  to  Madeira,  to  Leghorn,  and  to  Lisbon,  and  in  1757  to  Genoa, 
in  1758  to  Messina,  and  in  1759  to  Naples,  for  the  examination  of 
French  prisoners  of  war  carried  into  those  ports ;  and  these  com- 
missions were  extended,  on  the  breaking  out  of  Spanish  hostilities, 
to  the  examination  of  Spanish  prisoners  of  war  carried  to  the  same 
ports.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  American  War,  in  1776,  com- 
missions were  granted  to  Lisbon,  Leghorn,  and  Oporto  for  the 
examination  of  American  prisoners  of  war  carried  there ;  on  the 
breaking  out  of  French  hostilities,  the  commissions  for  these  places, 
with  the  addition  of  Naples,  were  enlarged  for  the  examination  of 
French  prisoners,  and  in  a  following  year  or  two  of  Spanish  and 
Dutch  prisoners,  with  the  additions  of  the  ports  of  Genoa  and 
Nice.  In  the  present  hostilities  commissions  of  a  similar  nature 
,have  issued  to  Civita  Vecchia,  Genoa,  Leghorn,  Lisbon,  Nice,  and 
the  ports  within  that  consulate,  Naples  and  Oporto.  Now,  imless 
it  can  be  shown  that  there  is  something  in  the  nature  of  all  these 
ports  that  essentially  distinguishes  them  from  the  common  character 
of  neutral  ports,  not  merely  in  certain  other  respects,  but  such  as 
furnish  a  ground  of  solid  distinction  for  purposes  of  this  nature,  I 
think  it  will  be  difficult  to  avoid  the  consequence,  that  whatever 
the  correct  principle  may  be,  and  however  much  it  might  import 
this  country  to  respect  and  enforce  this  principle,  this  Court,  at 
kasty  is  bound  against  that  principle  by  its  own  practice. 

With  respect  to  the  characters  of  Lisbon,  Oporto,  and  Leghorn, 
it  is  not  to  be  denied  that  they  are  of  a  peculiar  nature.  The  two 
first  are  cities,  one  of  them  the  capital,  of  a  State  which  has  long 
maintained  a  singular  relation  of  something  more  than  amity  to 
this  country.    The  subjects  of  this  country  resident  there  are  dis- 
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1799  tinguifihed  by  special  priyileges ;  they  retain  the  British  character 
i<iovember2  ,  ^  ^^Hq  of  the  Portuguese  domicile,  even  in  the  estimation  of  the 
The  Hbnbiot  enemy  himself,  and  they  exercise  an  active  jurisdiction  at  least 

*    over  their  own  countrymen  established  in  those  ports.     The  other 

IT  w.  Scott,  p^j^  (Leghorn),  though  belonging  to  s^  Sovereign  who  is  neutral, 
and  singularly  tenacious  of  that  character,  from  circumstances 
peculiar  to  his  policy,  offers  large  and  distinct  privileges  to  British 
subjects,  continues  to  them  their  British  name  and  attributes, 
and  authorizes  them  to  exercise  a  large  jurisdiction  over  their 
countrymen.  These  circumstances  might  naturally  enough  lead 
to  the  consequence  which  has  taken  place^that  the  British  Courts 
of  Admiralty  have  been  in  the  habit  of  exercising,  with  the  per- 
mission of  those  Governments  (and  without  any  remonstrance 
made  to  them  on  the  part  of  the  other  belligerent),  a  prize  juris- 
diction over  vessels  captured  and  carried  in  there.  But  though 
the  peculiar  relation  which  these  ports  bear  to  this  country  may 
account  historically  for  the  introduction  of  such  a  jurisdiction 
(which  may  have  since  been  carried  to  other  ports,  where  the  same 
foundation  for  it  did  not  exist),  yet  even  there  it  may  be  doubted 
whether  it  furnishes  a  solid  ground  on  which  such  authority  can  be 
maintained.  Supposing  that  there  was  authority  enough  existing  to 
operate  with  legal  effect  upon  the  body  of  the  thing,  in  what  manner 
does  it  exist  over  the  persons  of  the  subjects  of  other  countries 
carried  prisoners  there  by  a  British  cruiser?  All  the  personal 
jurisdiction  which  the  British  establishments  possess  is  over  their 
own  members ;  over  the  subjects  of  other  countries,  how  is  it  com- 
municated? They  cannot  be  compelled  to  appear  as  parties  or 
witnesses;  and  if  in  these  ports  any  sufficient  footing  could  be 
found  for  such  an  authority,  its  foundation  would  still  be  to.  look 
for,  in  some  of  these  enumerated  ports,  which  appear  entitled  to  no 
such  distinctive  character. 

I  am  of  opinion  on  these  grounds  that  this  Court  is  bound, 
against  the  true  principle,  by  the  practice  which  it  has  not  only 
admitted,  but  applied.  The  observation  of  Bynkershoek  (a), "  That, 
in  the  conduct  of  war,  you  must  hold  that  to  be  lawful  in  your  enemy 
which  you  practise  yourselves,'*  a  rule  true  in  all  instances,  is  not 

(o)  In  Jure  hellij  quod  quU  sibi  eumit,  hostibus  trihuendum  est. 


THE  HENBICK  AKD  MARIA. 


347 


more  true  in  any  instance  than  in  one  in  which  the  rights         1799 
and  interests  of  other  countries,  being  neutral,  are  so  directly   -^^^^^  26. 
concerned.  Thb  Hbnbicx 

How  far  the  Superior  Court  will  consider  this  question  as  con-        

eluded  by  the  practice — even  an  inveterate  practice — of  this  Court  ^irW.  Soott. 
is  more  than  I  can  say.  It  might  be  extremely  proper  that  the 
opinion  of  that  Court  should  be  taken  on  this  important  question. 
It  may  deem  it  to  be  its  duty,  for  anything  I  know  (for  it  would 
be  presumptuous  in  me  to  hazard  a  conjecture),  to  recall  the  prac- 
tice of  this  Court  to  the  proper  purity  of  the  principle.  But 
sitting  here  and  observing,  as  I  am  judicially  bound  to  do,  the 
course  of  judicial  administration  which  has  prevailed,  I  do  not  feel 
myself  authorized  to  uphold  the  sentences  which  have  passed  in 
this  Court  over  prizes  carried  into  foreign  ports,  and  disallow  at 
the  same  time  the  validity  of  such  as  the  enemy  has  pronounced, 
under  circumstances  so  nearly  similar,  as  not  to  afford  ground  of 
distinction  between  them,  which  appears,  to  my  judgment,  suffi- 
ciently BoHd. 

The  captors  appealed. 


Two  other  questions  of  the  same  kind  were  brought  from  Vice- Admiralty 
Courts  in  the  cases  of  the  Oltuilicke  Peter  and  the  Jonge  Jan, 

On  the  7th  of  August,  1807,  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  was     rg  c.  Rob. 
delivered  by  the  Master  of  the  Bolls,  Sir  William  Grant :  138,  n.] 

*'  This  case  involves  a  question  as  to  the  validity  of  s^tences  of  condemna- 
tion pronounced  in  a  belligerent  country  on  prizes  carried  into  neutral  ports. 
There  was  some  difference  of  opinion  among  the  members  of  the  board 
before  whom  the  case  was  originally  argued.  But  it  appeared  to  me  that 
the  acknowledged  practice  of  this  country  must  have  the  effect  of  making 
those  sentences  valid  whilst  that  practice  continued.  For  there  could  be  no 
equity  on  which  we  could  deny  the  validity  of  that  title  to  neutrals  purchas- 
ing of  the  enemy  at  the  same  time  that  they  were  invited  to  take  them  from 
ourselves." 

The  question  is  not  altogether  new.  In  the  year  1761  a  case  occurred  in 
which  a  British  ship,  captured  by  the  French  and  carried  to  Christiansand, 
and  condemned  in  the  Courts  in  France,  was  sold  to  a  merchant  of  Denmark, 
who  sent  the  vessel  in  the  course  of  her  trade  to  a  port  in  Scotland.  The 
original  proprietors  arrested  the  vessel  by  precept  from  the  Court  of 
Admiralty  on  the  groimd  of  the  invalidity  of  such  a  sentence  to  change  the 
property.    And  the  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  sustained  the  objection. 
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and  decreed  the  vessel  to  belong  to  the  original  owners.  An  appeal  was 
prosecuted  to  the  Court  of  Sessions :  Benton  v.  Brinks  July  23rd,  1761 ;  Diet, 
of  Decis.  vol.  iii.  p.  328 ;  also  Beds.  Eeported,  from  1760  to  1764,  vol.  i. 
p.  104 ;  and  under  the  authority  of  that  Court  an  inquiry  was  directed  to  be 
made  into  the  practice  of  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty  of  England  on  this 
subject. 

It  was  on  that  occasion  certified  to  be  the  practice  of  the  High  Court 
of  Admiralty  to  condemn  vessels  lying  in  neutral  ports,  and  on  that 
information  the  Court  of  Sessions  reversed  the  judgment  of  the  Court  below, 
and  decreed  restitution  to  the  Danish  purchasers ;  and  in  that  sentence  the 
British  owners  acquiesced. 

After  this  declaration  of  the  practice  of  our  own  Courts,  it  would  be  a 
very  great  hardship  on  Danish  merchants  to  expect  that  they  should  know 
the  law  better  than  the  Courts  of  Scotland,  or  to  require  that  they  should 
abstain  from  purchases  of  this  kind  on  a  mere  surmise  that  a  different 
doctrine  might  be  held  forty  years  after.  The  equitable  mode  of  correcting 
the  principle  of  law,  if  it  is  wrong,  would  be  to  correct,  in  the  first  instance, 
the  practice  of  our  own  Courts.  If  that  is  altered  so  as  to  be  brought  to  the 
knowledge  of  neutral  merchants,  the  question  as  to  them  will  be  materially 
changed.  They  will  no  longer  be  at  liberty  to  stand  on  our  practice  and 
say  the  title  is  allowed  to  be  good  amongst  yourselves.  They  must  come 
forward  and  support  their  pretensions  on  other  grounds,  and  then  many  of 
the  considerations  that  were  urged  in  argument  at  the  hearing  of  this  case 
will  be  deserving  of  very  serious  attention.  It  is  not  necessary  to  enter 
upon  those  topics  now,  because  this  Court  is  of  opinion  that  neutrals  are 
sufficiently  confirmed  in  their  title  by  the  practice  which  has  prevailed 
amongst  ourselves.  On  these  grounds  the  sentence  of  the  High  Court  of 
Admiralty  in  the  Henrick  and  Maria  must  be  affirmed,  and  the  sentences  of 
the  Yice-Admiralty  Courts  in  the  two  other  cases  restoring  such  property  to 
the  former  owners  must  be  reversed  (a). 


[4 O.Rob. 65.]  THE  STEET. 

Blockade — Inland  Navigation, 

The  blockade  of  a  seaport  does  not  make  the  ingress  or  egress  of  goods 
to  or  from  such  port  by  inland  navigation  illegal  so  as  to  subject  them 
to  condemnation  if  captured  coming  from  another  and  unblockaded  port. 

1801  This  was  a  case  of  a  cargo  of  butter  and  cheese,  proceeded 

-^^9^*^  ^'     against  on  the  ground  of  the  blockade  of  Holland,  and  claimed  for 

Prussiiui  subjects.     It  appeared  that  letters  of  orders  had  been 

sent  to  the  shippers  in  Edam  directing  them  to  ship  the  present 

cargo  in  a  small  vessel  bj  the  inland  navigation  to  Embden,  con- 

(a)  See  ante,  p.  321. 
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signed  to  RudolfE  &  Co.,  of  that  place,  with  orders  to  them  to  send        isoi 
it  on  to  London.  ^*^^^^' 

Thb  Stert. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — This  is  a  question  arising  out  of  the  blockade  of  sirW.  Soott. 
Amsterdam,  respecting  goods  put  on  board  in  a  port  of  the  Texel, 
for  the  very  purpose  of  being  sent  to  London,  without  any  inter- 
ruption of  the  voyage,  but  conveyed  out  of  Holland  to  Embden, 
by  the  means  of  the  canal  navigation,  as  I  imderstand  it.  The 
question  is,  whether  this  is  to  be  considered  as  a  breach  of  the 
blockade?  A  blockade  may  be  of  different  descriptions.  The 
blockade  of  Amsterdam,  which  was  imposed  on  the  part  of  this 
country,  was,  from  the  nature  of  our  situation,  a  mere  maritime 
blockade,  effected  by  force  operating  only  at  sea.  As  far  as  that 
force  could  be  applied,  it  was  indubitably  a  good  and  legal  blockade ; 
but  as  to  an  interior  navigation,  how  is  it  a  blockade  at  all?  Where 
is  the  blockading  power  ?  Let  us  suppose  the  case  of  the  blockade 
of  Havre.  Can  it  be  said  that,  by  the  maritime  blockade  of  the 
Seine,  the  interior  access  to  Havre  is  blockaded,  so  as  that  goods 
belonging  to  a  neutral  subject  sent  from  Paris  to  Havre  could  be 
held  subject  to  confiscation  by  virtue  of  the  blockade  ?  It  is  argued, 
that  if  this  course  of  trade  is  allowed,  the  object  of  the  blockade, 
which  is  to  distress  the  trade  of  Holland,  will  be  defeated.  If  that 
is  the  consequence,  all  that  can  be  said  is  that  it  is  an  unavoidable 
consequence.  It  must  be  imputed  to  the  nature  of  the  thing, 
which  will  not  admit  of  an  effectual  remedy  of  this  species.  This 
Court  cannot,  on  that  ground,  take  upon  itself  to  say  that  a  legal 
blockade  exists,  where  no  actual  blockade  can  be  applied.  In  the 
very  notion  of  a  complete  blockade  it  is  included  that  the  besieging 
force  can  apply  its  power  to  every  point  of  the  blockaded  State. 
If  it  cannot,  it  is  no  blockade  of  that  quarter  where  its  power 
cannot  be  brought  to  bear ;  and  where  such  a  partial  blockade  is 
undertaken,  it  must  be  presumed  that  this  is  no  more  than  what 
was  foreseen  by  the  blockading  State,  which  nevertheless  thought 
proper  to  impose  it  to  the  extent  to  which  it  was  practicable.  The 
commerce,  though  partially  open,  is  still  subjected  to  a  pressure  of 
difficulties  and  inconvenience.  To  cut  off  the  power  of  immediate 
export  and  import  from  the  ports  of  Holland  is  of  itself  no  insig- 
nificant operation,  although  it  may  not  be  possible  to  exclude  them 
from  the  benefit  of  an  inland  communication.     If  the  blockade  be 
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1801  rendered  imperfect  by  this  construction,  it  must  be  ascribed  to  the 
August  4,     physical  impossibility  of  the  mea43ure  by  which  the  extent  of  its 

Thb  Stkbt.    legal  pretensions  is  unavoidably  limited. 

SirW.  Scott.  In  laying  down  this  rule  as  applicable  to  the  present  case,  I 
proceed  upon  the  supposition  that  this  was  a  real  inland  navigation, 
and  not  a  navigation  over  the  Watt,  the  character  of  which  might 
be  subject  to  a  different  signification.  Conceiving  this  to  be  a 
cargo  which  had  gone  to  Embden  on  neutral  account,  by  an 
internal  canal  navigation,  where  no  blockade  existed,  I  shall  hold 
it  free  of  all  consequences  of  blockade,  allowing  the  captors  their 
necessary  expenses  upon  the  particular  facts  of  the  case  (a). 


[4 O.Rob. 68.]  THE  EDWARD. 

Contraband — Wines — Port   of  Naval   Equipment — Destination   Dissembled — 
Trinity  Master  Consulted* 

Wines  from  one  French  port  destined  to  another  French  port,  being 
one  of  naval  equipment.    Held  to  be  contraband. 

When  destination  dissembled,  ship  condemned  with  cargo. 

Trinity  Master  consulted  as  to  inconsistency  of  ship's  course  with  her 
alleged  destination. 

1801  This  was  a  case  of  a  Prussian  ship  and  a  cargo  of  wines,  claimed 

^ffi"*ld*     ^^^  Prussian  subjects,  taken  June  16th,  1801,  on  a  voyage  from 

ybvember  28,   Bordeaux,  ostensibly  to  Embden,  but  found  so  near  to  the  Isle 

1 —  of  Saints,  and  with  such  apparent  contradictions  in  the  log-book 

respecting  the  course  the  ship  had  held  for  two  or  three  days 
before,  that  the  King's  Advocate,  resting  on  that  point  chiefly,  to 
prove  a  false  destination,  prayed  the  Court  to  request  the  attend- 
ance of  one  of  the  masters  of  the  Trinity  House. 

On  this  day,  Captain  TTing,  one  of  the  Elder  Brethren,  attended 
at  the  request  of  the  Court.  It  was  argued,  that,  from  the  entries 
in  the  log-book,  it  was  evident  the  ship  was  pursuing  a  course  to 
Brest;  that  this  suspicion  was  confirmed  by  the  evidence  of  the 
mariners,  who  said  the  master  stood  in  for  the  French  coast  at 
night,  and  particularly  directed  them  to  say  they  were  going  to 
Embden ;  that  such  a  voyage  with  false  papers  would  make  it 
liable  to  be  considered  as  a  case  of  fraudulent  contraband,  affecting 
the  ship  as  well  as  the  cargo. 

(a)  See  the  Ocean,  ante,  p.  310. 
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The  Court  desiied  Oaptam  King  would  state  what  impression        ^^^^ 
the  objections  had  made  on  him  as  to  the  course  of  navigation,  . 


and  whether  the  ship  appeared  to  be  pursuing  a  bond  fide  course  to  ''^^  Edwabd. 
Embden,  or  whether  she  was  hugging  or  closing  with  the  French 
coast,  so  as  to  make  it  highly  probable  that  she  was  going  into  a 
French  port. 

Captain  King  stated  that  with  respect  to  the  entries  of  the  log- 
book, nothing  material  occurred  till  the  10th  of  June,  as  the  course 
would  be  nearly  the  same,  whether  for  Brest  or  Embden ;  that  on 
the  11th  some  inconsistencies  appeared,  but  that  from  the  12th  to 
the  15th  the  contradictions  were  such  that  they  could  not  have 
been  true  entries  in  point  of  fact ;  that  at  the  time  when  the  ship 
was  taken  she  was  standing  in  for  the  Saints,  which  was  so 
obviously  out  of  her  proper  course  that,  unless  the  weather  had 
been  stormy,  which  was  nowhere  noticed,  the  master  could  not,  as 
a  man  of  ordinary  skill,  have  been  found  in  the  situation  in  which 
he  was  taken  if  he  had  been  pursuing  a  course  to  Embden. 

Sir  "W.  Scott. — That  will  be  sufficient  to  found  the  judgment 
of  the  Court.  After  this  representation  the  Court  is  under  the 
necessity  of  inferring  an  intention  of  going  into  a  French  port.  It 
appears  that  there  was  no  reason  why  the  vessel  should  have  been 
found  where  she  was  described  to  be ;  on  the  contrary,  that  the 
ordinary  rules  of  navigation  required  a  diflPerent  course.  The  ship 
had  an  opportunity  of  pursuing  her  voyage;  the  winds  were  rather 
favourable.  Instead  of  pursuing  her  course  she  appears  to  have 
been  hovering  about  and  adhering  to  the  French  coast,  for  which 
no  reason  is  assigned.  There  being  no  cause  assigned,  I  am  under 
the  necessity  of  inferring  that  it  was  done  without  any  justifiable 
cause,  and  with  an  intention  of  getting  into  a  French  port. 

The  consequences  of  this  will  be  indubitable,  for  though  wines 
are  not  an  article  generally  contraband  per  se^  yet  in  conjunction 
with  aU  the  circumstances  of  this  voyage  they  are  imquestionably 
to  be  considered  as  naval  stores.  It  was  a  voyage  to  Brest,  where 
there  was  notoriously  a  large  armament  lying,  very  much  in  want 
of  articles  of  this  kind,  articles  of  an  indispensable  nature.  If 
such  articles  had  gone  with  an  avowed  destination  to  such  a  place 
and  at  such  a  conjuncture,  the  rule  of  pre-emption  would  have 
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1801         been  a  rule  of  excessive  and  undue  indulgence  to  apply  to  such  a 

"^"*^  '     case,  but  where  the  destination  is  dissembled  confiscation  is  the 

The  Edvabd.  clear  and  necessary  consequence. 

Sir  W.  Soott.  It  has  been  said  that  this  voyage,  being  a  voyage  from  one  port 
of  the  enemy  to  another,  cannot  be  deemed  a  voyage  of  supply  to 
him,  but  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  Brest  is  a  port  not  situated 
within  a  wine  province  of  that  country,  and  must  have  its  supplies 
by  importation  from  other  ports ;  and  the  rule  has  been  abready 
established  that  the  transfer  of  contraband  from  one  port  of  a 
coimtry  to  another,  where  it  is  required  for  the  purposes  of  war,  is 
subject  to  be  treated  in  the  same  manner  as  an  original  importa- 
tion into  the  country  itself.  The  vessel  so  employed  can  hardly  be 
considered  in  any  other  character  than  that  of  a  French  victualler 
carrying  to  the  place  of  naval  equipment  munitions  de  bouchey  and 
this  with  a  false  representation  of  her  voyage,  in  order  to  evade 
these  rights  of  pre-emption  or  confiscation,  whatever  they  might 
be,  which  would  attach  upon  such  a  cargo  visibly  going  upon  such 
a  destination. 

Under  such  a  state  of  facts  the  ship  is  involved  in  condemnation 
with  her  cargo. 


[4aRob'78.]  THE  TRITON. 

Ship — Beetoration — Costs  and  Damages, 

When  a  ship  is  seized  without  reasonable  cause,  she  will  be  restored 
with  costs  and  damages. 

1801  This  was  a  case  of  a  Hamburg  ship  and  a  cargo  belonging  to 

^^^^^  ^^'    merchants  of  St.  Thomas,  taken  13th  June,  1798,  on  a  voyage 
from  St.  Thomas  to  Altona. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — This  ship  was  coming  on  a  voyage  from  St. 
Thomas  to  Altona,  fully  documented  for  such  a  voyage ;  the  bill 
of  lading  did  not  express  account  and  risk,  but  the  other  papers 
did ;  the  depositions  of  the  master  and  of  the  mate  expressed  the 
fullest  belief  of  property.  But  the  captors  have  picked  up  a  Jew 
passenger,  on  whose  evidence  alone  it  is  attempted  to  discredit  this 
claim.     These  depositions  seem,  on  the  face  of  them,  to  have  been 
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strangely  taken ;  without  them  the  eaj9e  would  have  been  perfectly        i80i 
clear.    It  being  a  case  of  a  voyage  from  St.  Thomas  to  Altona,     ^^^^  ^^- 


both  neutral  ports,  without  any  doubt  on  the  destination,  and  ThbTbiton. 
without  any  sufficient  groimd  of  seizure,  I  think  the  claimants  are  sirW.  Scoit. 
entitled  to  costs  and  damages  (a). 

A  month's  demurrage  given  to  the  ship. 


THE  JONGE  PIETER.  [4  c.  Bob.  79.] 

Capture — Trade  vnth  Enemy — British  Goods — Neutral  Port — Ultimate  Hostile 
Destination — Condemnaiion, 

As  a  British  subject  may  not  trade  with  the  enemy,  British  goods  con- 
signed to  a  neutral  port  to  be  transmitted  thence  to  a  hostile  destination 
are  liable  to  condemnation. 

This  was  a  case  respecting  the  legal  proprietary  interest  in  igoi 
certain  articles  purchased  in  England  by  Chr.  Court  &  Co.,  and  iv<>t>g»t^gy  13. 
shipped  by  them  for  Embden,  with  directions  that  they  should  be 
sent  on  to  Amsterdam.  The  goods  were  claimed  as  the  property 
of  J.  Court,  a  merchant  in  America,  and  it  was  said  that  the 
transaction  was  conducted  by  Chr.  Court  &  Co.  in  London,  as 
agents  for  J.  Court  in  America ;  that  they  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  originating  speculations  of  this  sort,  and  of  carrying  the  profit 
to  the  account  of  J.  Court,  to  liquidate  a  debt  due  from  him  to  the 
house  in  London. 

On  the  part  of  the  captors,  the  Kingh  Advocate  and  SewelL 

On  the  part  of  the  claimants,  Laurence  and  8wabey. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — These  four  cases  stand  on  one  common  ground, 
being  shipments  of  goods  made  in  London  for  Embden,  and,  as  it 
appears  in  the  papers,  with  an  ulterior  purpose  of  sending  them  on 
to  Amsterdam. 

The  whole  case  turns  on  the  question  of  property.  It  is  con- 
tended on  the  part  of  the  captor  that  the  property  is  either  in  the 
shipper  or  in  the  Dutch  consignee.  On  the  other  side,  it  is  insisted 
that  the  goods  belong  to  J.  Court,  an  American  merchant,  resident 
in  America,  for  whom  the  claim  is  given.    According  as  this  point 

(a)  See  the  OsUee,  Vol.  11.  p.  482. 

R.  A  A 
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1801  shall  be  determined,*  very  different  consequences  will  follow.  If 
November  18.  ^j^^y  ^^^^  ^  showB  to  be  the  property  of  the  enemy,  they  would 
The  Jonqb    be  liable  to  confiscation  on  every  ground,  and  without  hesitation. 

*       But  as  that  suggestion  is  principally  founded  on  an  expression  in 

Scott.  ^  letter,  which  is,  I  think,  too  equivocal  to  support  such  a  conclu- 
sion, and  as  there  are  very  strong  circumstances  in  the  further 
proof  to  show  that  the  property  is  not  to  be  assigned  to  the  Dutch 
consignee,  that  supposition  may  be  dismissed  out  of  the  cause. 
Then  it  comes  to  this  question.  Whether  the  property  is  to  be  taken 
as  residing  in  the  English  shipper,  or  in  the  American  merchant 
for  whom  it  is  claimed  P  If  they  are  the  goods  of  the  American 
merchant,  the  only  question  will  be,  "Whether  Amsterdam,  being 
under  blockade,  such  a  trade  is  not  liable  to  the  penal  consequence 
of  breaking  the  blockade  P  If  they  are  the  property  of  English 
subjects,  the  same  question  will  arise;  and  also,  an  additional 
question.  Whether,  on  their  part,  it  is  not  such  a  circuitous  trading 
with  the  enemy  as  will  make  the  property  on  that  ground  liable 
to  confiscation  P 

On  the  first  point,  supposing  the  cargo  to  be  American  property, 
I  am  not  inclined  to  think  that  it  would  be  aflPected  by  the  blockade 
on  the  present  voyage.  The  blockade  of  Amsterdam  is,  from  the 
nature  of  the  thing,  a  partial  blockade — a  blockade  by  sea ;  and 
if  the  goods  were  going  to  Embden,  with  an  ulterior  destination 
by  land  to  Amsterdam,  or  by  an  interior  canal  navigation,  it  is  not, 
according  to  my  conception,  a  breach  of  the  blockade  {a).  But  in 
the  case  of  a  British  subject  shipping  goods  to  go  to  the  enemy 
through  a  neutral  country,  I  am  afraid  the  penalty  would  be 
incurred.  Without  the  licence  of  government  no  communication, 
direct  or  indirect,  can  be  carried  on  with  the  enemy.  On  the 
policy  of  that  law,  this  is  not  the  place  to  observe ;  it  is  the  law  of 
England ;  and  if  any  considerations  of  mercantile  policy  interfere 
with  it,  the  duty  of  the  subject  is  to  submit  his  case  to  that  autho- 
rity of  the  country  which  can  legalise  such  a  trade,  looking  to  all 
the  considerations,  of  political  as  well  as  commercial  expediency, 
that  are  connected  with  it.  But  an  individual  cannot  do  this ;  he 
is  not  to  say  such  a  trade  is  convenient,  and  therefore  legal;  neither 

(a)  See  the  Stertt  ante,  p.  348. 
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can  the  Court  exercise  such  a  discretion.    Where  no  rule  of  law        isoi 
exists,  a  sense  or  feeling  of  general  expediency,  which  is,  in  other     ^     ^^  ' 


SirW.  Scott. 


words,  common  sense,  may  fairly  be  applied ;  but  where  a  rule  of    T^  Jonoe 

law  interferes,  these  are  considerations  to  which  the  Court  is  not  at 

liberty  to  advert.     In  all  the  cases  that  have  occurred  on  this 

question — and  they  are  many — ^it  has  been  held  indubitably  clear 

that  a  subject  cannot  trade  vrith  the  enemy  without  the  special 

licence  of  government.     The  interposition  of  a  prior  port  makes 

no  diflEerence ;   all  trade  with  the  enemy  is  illegal  (a) ;  and  the 

circumstance  that  the  goods  are  to  go  first  to  a  neutral  port  will 

not  make  it  lawful.    The  trade  is  still  liable  to  the  same  abuse, 

and  to  the  same  political  danger,  whatever  that  may  be.    I  can 

haye  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  during  a  war  with  Holland  it  is 

not  competent  to  a  British  merchant  to  send  goods  to  Embden, 

with  a  view  of  sending  them  forward  on  his  own  account  to  a  Dutch 

port,  consigned  by  him  to  persons  there,  as  in  the  course  of 

ordinary  commerce. 

The  case  is  reduced  then,  to  the  simple  question.  Whether  these 
goods  are  the  property  of  the  merchant  in  America,  or  of  the 
British  subject  P 

[The  Court  then  examined  the  evidence  and  concluded.] 

This  being  the  state  of  the  case,  I  feel  myseU  under  the  necessity 
of  saying  that  the  property  is  not  shown  to  have  been  legally 
divested  out  of  the  British  house,  and  that,  as  their  property,  it  is 
taken  in  a  course  of  commerce  which  makes  it  liable  to  confiscation. 


THE  POTSDAM.  [4  c.  Rob.  89.] 

Blockade — Transfer  of  Ship — Egress  in  Ballast, 

A  ship  lawfully  transferred  from  one  neutral  owner  to  another  in  a 
blockaded  port  may  come  out  in  ballast. 

This  was  a  case  of  a  ship  taken  on  a  voyage  from  Cherburg  to        ^^^^ 
Caen,  27th  August,  1801,  and  claimed  for  Mr.  Abegg,  of  Embden.  — 


(a)  In  the   Nancy,  a    cargo  was      dam,  the  cargo  was  condemned.    The  [3C.Rob.32.] 
consigned  "to  CJowes  or  a  market,*'      case  turned  purely  on  the  question 
and  as  by  the  evidence  it  appeared      of  fact, 
that  the  real  destination  was  Atnster- 

A  a2 
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1801 
October  20. 

The 
potbdaic. 


It  appeared  in  the  history  of  the  ship  that  she  had  been  transferred 
from  another  neutral  merchant  to  the  present  claimant  whilst  lying 
in  Hayre,  then  under  blockade,  and  that  she  had  sailed  out  of  the 
blockaded  port  in  ballast. 

It  was  argued  that  the  claimant  could  not  sustain  a  title  derived 
imder  a  purchase  in  a  blockaded  port. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — It  was  a  transfer  from  one  neutral  to  another, 
in  no  manner  connected  with  the  commerce  of  the  blockaded  port. 
I  am  not  disposed  to  think  that  circumstance  will  a£Pect  the  title. 
The  ship  appears  to  have  come  out  in  ballcust  (a),  and  therefore  I 
think  the  claimant's  title  stands  clear  of  all  objection  on  the 
ground  of  blockade. 

Restored,  paying  captor's  expenses. 


[4 C.Rob.  90.] 


1801 
November  7. 


THE  BREMEN  FLUGGE. 

Capture — Neutral  Vessel — Freight — Enemy  Cargo—Right  of  Master — Expenses 
of  Captors, 

When  a  neutral  vessel  is  restored,  but  the  cargo  is  condemned,  and 
freight  is  ordered  to  be  paid  by  the  captors,  such  decree  does  not  give 
the  master  of  the  vessel  the  right  to  be  paid  his  expenses  in  priority 
over  the  captors  of  the  remaining  proceeds  of  the  cargo. 

This  was  a  question  respecting  the  remaining  proceeds  of  a 
cargo  which  had  been  condemned  for  want  of  further  proof,  the 
ship  having  been  restored  as  a  neutral  ship,  with  freight  and 
expenses,  decreed  to  be  a  charge  on  the  cargo.  The  sum  of  1,050/. 
had  been  paid  in  discharge  of  the  freight,  and  the  question  now 


(a)  So  in  the  Juffrow  Maria 
Schroder,  a  quantity  of  goods  sent 
into  Havre  in  1797,  before  the 
blockade,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
sent  on  to  Paris,  and  sold  for  the 
account  of  the  consignor,  but  re- 
shipped  (as  found  unsaleable)  by 
order  of  the  neutral  proprietor  during 
the  blockade,  were  restored,  the  Court 
saying :  **  As  the  truth  of  this  repre- 


sentation is  not  impeached,  these 
goods  are,  I  think,  entitled  to  resti- 
tution. The  same  rule  which  per- 
mits neutral  merchants  to  withdraw 
their  ships  from  a  blockaded  port 
extends  also,  with  equal  justice,  to 
merchandise  sent  in  before  the 
blockade,  and  withdrawn  bond  fide 
by  the  neutral  proprietor." 
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was  whether  the  neutral  master  was  entitled  to  the  remaining  sum,        i80i 
being  not  more  than  50/.  under  the  decree  for  his  expenses ;  or    •^'^^^*^  -^ 


whether  the  captor  had  not  a  prior  claim  to  it,  to  defray  the   ThbBekmen 
expenses  wnicn  ne  had  necessarily  mcurred. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — This  is  a  question  concerning  a  remnant  of  a 
cargo,  left  in  the  registry,  which  has  been  condemned  for  want  of 
further  proof,  after  the  neutral  owner  of  the  ship  had  obtained  a 
sentence  of  restitution  of  the  vessel,  with  freight  and  expenses, 
decreed  to  be  a  charge  on  the  cargo.  It  is  true  such  a  decree  passed; 
but  this  decree  of  freight  and  expenses  is  not  to  be  taken  as 
exclusive  of  all  further  orders  of  the  Court  respecting  the  cargo, 
nor  as  giving  a  decided  preference  of  payment,  to  the  exclusion  of 
other  just  claims  upon  it  if  the  fund  should  prove  insufficient  to 
satisfy  all  demands.  On  general  principles,  when  condemnation 
has  been  obtained,  the  captor's  claims  appear  to  have  rather  the 
advantage.  It  has  heretofore  been  a  question  of  doubt  whether 
the  neutral  vessel  can  lawfully  carry  the  property  of  a  belligerent 
I  at  all.   The  modem  rule,  and  indeed  an  ancient  rule  of  this  country, 

has  been  established  on  more  liberal  principles;  and  it  is  now 
held  almost  universally  that  the  neutral  has  a  right  to  carry  the 
property  of  the  enemy,  but  subject  to  the  right  of  the  belligerent 
to  bring  in  the  ship  so  employed,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the 
cargo  to  adjudication.  It  is  now,  I  say,  generally  held  that  a 
neutral  vessel  so  engaged  is  not  exposed  to  any  penalty  at  all,  but 
that  she  is  entitled  to  her  freight  as  a  lien  attaching  on  the  cargo. 
The  captor  takes  ctim  onere.  The  freight  attaches  as  a  lien,  which 
he  must  discharge  by  payment,  provided,  as  it  must  always  be 
understood,  that  there  are  no  unneutral  circumstances  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  ship  to  induce  a  forfeiture  of  this  demand.  But  the 
expenses  of  the  neutral  master  appear  to  me  to  stand  on  a  some- 
what different  footing.  As  to  them,  this  distinction  seems  to 
present  itself,  supposing  the  law  to  be  that  the  neutral  ship  is 
liable  to  be  brought  in.  If  she  can  carry  the  property  of  the  enemy 
lawfully,  on  that  condition  only,  I  do  not  know  that  she  is  entitled 
to  the  expenses  incurred  in  consequence  of  being  so  brought  in. 
Putting  practice  out  of  the  question,  which  has  established  an 
indulgent  rule,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  neutral  master  would, 
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1801        on  principle  merely,  be  entitled  to  an  indemnifioation  for  expenses 

Novmhfr  7.    ^  incurred.     He  is  bound  to  know  the  condition  annexed  to  his 

The  Beembn  right,  and  to  abide  the  consequences.    A  more  favourable  practice 

'      has  obtained,  under  which  his  expenses  are  usually  allowed ;  and 

IP  .  Scott,  ^j^  practice  the  Court  will  be  disposed  to  sustain  as  far  as  it  does 
not  interfere  with  other  rights  equally  protected  by  practice  and 
more  strongly  protected  by  principle.  But  it  is  not  a  claim  which 
the  neutral  master  is  entitled  to  urge  against  the  captor  as  a  right 
equally  original  and  equally  vested  in  him,  and  in  the  same 
manner  as  freight  is  vested,  by  the  receipt  of  the  cargo  on  board 
and  the  performance  of  the  contract  of  conveyance.  It  is  said  that 
the  cargo  was  condemned,  not  as  enemy's  property,  but  for  want 
of  further  proof  and  the  attestation  of  the  asserted  owner.  Can 
that  make  any  diflEerence  P  The  legal  conclusion  will  be  the  same, 
that  condemnation  passed  because  it  was  not  proved  to  be  the  pro- 
perty of  the  neutral  claimant ;  the  want  of  proof  of  neutral  pro- 
perty induces  the  legal  conclusion  that  it  is  the  property  of  enemies. 
The  captor  is  as  much  entitled  as  if  the  cargo  had  been  condemned 
on  affirmative  grounds,  and  in  the  first  instance  on  positive  evidence, 
that  it  was  the  property  of  the  enemy.  On  these  considerations  I 
think  the  captor  is  entitled  to  the  priority  (a). 


[4 C.Rob. 93.]  THE  ALEXANDER. 

Blockade — Liability  of  Cargo  Owner, 

When  a  vessel  is  captured  endeavouring  to  enter  a  blockaded  port, 
the  inference  is  that  she  is  entering  in  the  interests  of  the  cargo,  which, 
therefore,  becomes  liable  to  condemnation. 

1801  This  was  the  case  of  a  cargo,  taken  3rd  April,  1801,  on  a  voyage 

November  13.  f^Qm  Lisbon,  Ostensibly  to  Altona,  but  actually  going  into  Havre 
diuing  the  blockade  under  pretence  of  being  in  want  of  provisions. 
The  goods  were  claimed  for  several  persons,  merchants  of  lisbon. 
The  ship  had  been  condemned  on  a  former  day.  It  was  argued 
now,  on  the  part  of  the  claimants  of  the  cargo,  that  they  were  not 

(a)  See  the  Vrow  Henrica,  post,  p.  399. 
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bound  by  the  act  of  the  master  deviating  into  a  blockaded  port ;        isoi 
and  it  was  grayed  that  they  might  be  pennitted  to  give  further     ^^*^^  ^^' 
proof.  ^    Thb 

Alezandbb. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — I  think  this  case  is  in  effect  decided  by  the 
decree  which  has  pronounced  the  ship  subject  to  condemnation  for 
fraudulently  attempting  to  go  into  a  blookjided  port ;  for  when  the 
Court  decided  that,  it  did  in  effect  decide  that  the  vessel  was  so 
going  to  dispose  of  this  cargo,  the  inference  in  all  cases  being  that 
a  ship  going  into  a  blockaded  port  is  going  with  an  intention  of 
disposing  of  the  cai^o.  The  Court  has  already  decided  that  the 
ship  was  going  in,  and  that  the  excuse  assigned  was  a  frivolous 
pretence.  The  master  makes  no  distinction,  nor  asserts  that  he 
deviated  under  particular  directions,  applying  to  one  part  of  the 
cargo  only,  or  that  when  that  part  was  delivered,  under  instruc- 
tions imknown  to  the  rest  of  the  shippers,  he  was  to  go  on  to 
Altona  with  that  part  of  the  cargo  which  is  the  subject  of  the 
present  claims.  If  that  could  have  been  made  out,  the  Court 
might,  perhaps,  have  given  the  claimants  the  benefit  of  that  dis- 
tinction. The  same  general  cause  is  assigned  for  all,  and  I  must 
suppose  the  whole  cargo  was  to  be  there  delivered.  It  is  true  that 
the  owners  of  the  cargo  are  not,  in  general  cases,  held  to  be 
affected  by  the  act  of  the  master,  unless  he  is  specially  appointed 
their  agent.  But  it  would  be  impossible  to  maintain  a  blockade 
in  cases  of  this  nature,  which  is  directed  more  against  the  cargo 
than  against  ships,  if  the  Court  did  not  draw  the  inference  that  a 
ship  going  in  fraudulently  is  going  in  the  service  of  the  cargo, 
with  the  knowledge  and  by  the  direction  of  the  owner.  If  any 
inconvenience  arises  to  the  claimants  of  the  cargo  from  this  neces- 
sary conclusion,  the  owners  of  the  vessel  or  the  master  are  the 
persons  to  whom  they  must  look  for  indemnification. 

Cargo  condemned. 
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[4C.Rob.96.]  THE  VBIENDSCHAP. 

Licence — Enumerated  Articles — Other  Non- Licensed  Articles    on  Board  for 
Ulterior  and  Neutral  Destination — Condemnation, 

A  licence  was  granted  to  convey  to  the  port  of  the  enemy  enumerated 
articles.  Other  articles  not  inserted  in  the  licence  were  sent  at  the  same 
time,  ostensibly  destined  to  a  neutral  pori,  €»  the  part  ol  the  British 
subject :  Held,  to  be  subject  to  condemnation. 

1801  This  was  a  case  respecting  a  quantitj  of  bariUa,  b6^  from 

^'^^^  18.   Xiondon  to  Eouen  in  the  first  instance,  but  with  an  asserted  desti- 
nation to  Oporto,  and  claimed  on  behalf  of  a  British  merchant. 

It  appeared  that  the  claimants  had  obtained  a  licence  to  export 
certain  enmnerated  articles  (a)  to  Eouen,  but  the  barilla  was  not 
included  in  the  licence.  It  was  represented  on  their  part  that  it 
was  not  the  intention  to  unlade  the  barilla  at  Eouen,  but  that 
after  the  priyileged  part  of  the  cargo  had  been  delivered  there,  the 
ship  was  to  go  on  with  the  barilla  to  Oporto. 

On  the  other  side,  the  King*8  Advocate  and  Robinson  contended 
that  there  were  several  circumstances  in  the  facts  of  this  case  which 
made  the  reality  of  such  an  intention  liable  to  great  suspicion  and 
wholly  incredible,  but,  further,  that  in  point  of  law  it  was  not 
competent  to  a  British  merchant  to  send  goods  unprotected  by 
licence  to  an  enemy's  port,  under  a  purpose  of  sending  them  on, 
upon  an  ulterior  destination  to  a  neutral  port. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — This  question  arises  on  a  quantity  of  barilla, 
shipped  at  London  and  taken  on  a  voyage,  first  to  Eouen,  but,  as 
it  is  asserted,  going  ultimately  to  be  delivered  at  Oporto,  the  other 
part  of  the  cargo  being  to  be  delivered  under  the  protection  of  a 
licence  at  Eouen.  The  first  thing  to  be  considered  is  whether  it  is 
satisfactorily  proved  that  the  barilla  was  actually  to  be  delivered  at 
Oporto.  If  not,  the  Court  may  require  further  elucidation,  or  it 
may  think  the  contrary  so  clear  that  that  question  of  law  shall  not 
arise.  Upon  the  nature  and  quality  of  the  goods,  it  must  be 
allowed  that  the  exportation  of  barilla  to  Oporto  is  liable  to  all 

(a)  These  articles  had  been  restored  by  consent. 


Sir  W.  Scott. 
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the  objeotions  of  incredibility  that  have  been  urged  againflt  it.        I801 

Barilla  is  the  produce  of  Spain,  a  country  contiguous  to  Portugal,      ^^ 1 

and  on  that  account  it  is  a  commodity,  which  in  the  uninterrupted  ^  '^^^^ 
state  of  commerce  that  has  subsisted  between  Spain  and  Portugal, 
might  be  expected  to  find  its  way  to  Oporto  by  a  much  more 
expeditious  course  than  through  this  country.  It  is  besides  an 
article  in  great  request  in  England  and  France,  and  much  enhanced 
in  price,  owing  to  our  hostilities  with  Spain ;  our  own  navigation 
laws  have  been  relaxed  to  promote  the  importation  of  this  very 
article,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  it.  This  circumstance 
throws  a  great  improbability  on  the  fact;  but  considering  the  great 
flux  and  reflux  of  different  articles  in  commerce,  the  Court  would 
be  unwilling  to  decide  on  the  mere  ground  of  improbability  alone. 

"With  respect  to  the  other  parts  of  the  case,  it  appears  there  were 
two  sets  of  papers  on  board :  one  expressing  a  destination  from 
Hamburg  to  Rouen  and  Oporto,  the  other  stating  that  the  vessel 
was  going  to  Harfleur.  The  account  which  the  master  gives  of 
this  contradiction  is,  "  that  he  took  the  latter  only  for  the  purpose 
of  deceiving  French  cruisers."  It  is  impossible  not  to  observe  that 
this  representation  of  the  master  is  very  inconsistent ;  for  we  should 
naturally  have  expected  that  if  his  account  was  true,  he  would,  on 
being  brought  to,  have  presented  this  paper,  since  it  appears  that 
he  was  first  impressed  with  a  notion  that  he  was  stopped  by  a  French 
privateer.  But  he  acts  quite  otherwise ;  he  gives  up  other  papers 
but  does  not  give  up  that  paper ;  and  when  he  finds  that  the  ship 
which  had  brought  him  to  was  an  English  vessel,  he  still  wishes  to 
hold  back  this  paper.  The  more  material  fact,  however,  is  that  he 
does  not  bring  forward  this  paper,  when  only  it  could  have  been 
of  use  to  him,  according  to  his  own  account,  to  protect  him  against 
French  cruisers.  How  could  this  inconsistency  have  proceeded 
from  imprudence  only  P  If  it  is  mere  imprudence  it  is  an  unfor- 
tunate imprudence,  and  leaves  the  fact  very  questionable  as  to  a 
dear  and  fair  intention  of  going  to  Oporto. 

But  supposing  the  ship  was  really  going  in  this  course  of  trade, 
a  question  arises  whether  it  is  such  a  course  of  trade  as  can  be 
allowed.  The  shipper  obtains  a  licence,  which  is  a  thing  stricti 
Juris  J  to  be  obtained  by  a  fair  and  candid  representation  and  to  be 
fairly  pursued.    It  is  not  pretended  that  any  mention  was  made 


Sip  W.  Sootfc. 
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1801         of  these  articles  in  the  application^  or  that  it  was  at  all  presented 
November  18.   ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^£  ^.j^^  Council,  that  there  was  an  intention  of  mixing 

Thb        up  articles  of  this  nature  for  a  further  destination  to  Oporto.    It 

VBIENDSCHAP.  ,  , 

was  stated  to  the  Council  that  the  ship  was  destined  to  Eouen. 
With  the  articles  enumerated  in  the  licence,  would  the  Council 
have  allowed  such  an  article  as  this  to  have  gone  to  Bouen,  under 
a  certainty  of  being  put  in  requisition  there,  if  wanted,  notwith- 
standing the  asserted  purpose  of  the  shipper  to  cany  it  on  to 
Oporto  P  Then  is  this  a  fair  execution  of  the  licence  P  I  cannot 
think  that  it  is.  I  am  disposed  to  refer  it  to  the  judgment  of 
another  Court,  which  will  have  the  means  of  ascertaining  what 
would  have  been  the  opinion  of  the  Council  on  such  a  course  of 
trade  if  it  had  been  fairly  disclosed  to  them. 

It  is  certainly  a  good  logical  rule  not  to  argue  ab  abmu  cofUra 
mum;  but  if  it  is  clear  that  the  abuse  would  be  certain  and 
frequent,  and  impossible  to  be  prevented  in  numerous  cases  which 
must  occur,  then  the  abuse  so  probable,  certain,  and  so  frequent  is 
a  fair  argument  against  the  allowance  of  the  practiioe.  If  the 
Court  is  convinced  that,  out  of  a  thousand  instances,  there  would 
be  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  of  abuse  in  opposition  to  one  fair 
and  bond  fide  execution  of  such  an  intention  as  is  here  alleged,  it  is 
reasonable  to  conclude  that  such  a  practice  would  not  be  permitted. 
If  this  could  be  admitted,  what  has  any  British  merchant  to  do 
but  to  put  articles  of  any  sort  on  board  under  such  pretences ;  and 
how  is  it  possible  to  prevent  them  from  going,  without  molesta- 
tion, into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  P  I  think  the  case  alluded  to  is 
connected  with  this,  though  weaker,  viz.,  that  supposing  a  neutral 
ship  going  from  London  to  an  enemy's  port,  and  on  a  further 
destination  to  a  neutral  port,  it  would  not  be  competent  to  a 
British  merchant  to  put  goods  on  board  under  cover  of  that 
ulterior  destination.  In  the  case  of  a  blockaded  port,  could  per- 
mission be  given  to  any  neutral  merchant  to  take  goods  there  on 
an  averment  of  an  ulterior  destination  P  I  am  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  prevent  the  perpetual  abuse  of  such  liberty 
as  is  here  contended  for,  and,  therefore,  that  the  mere  honesty  of 
intention  cannot  be  alleged  as  a  justification  in  a  course  of  trans- 
action which,  if  allowed,  would  leave  no  means  of  preventing 
fraud  in  an  infinite  number  of  other  cases. 
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Under  these  considerations,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  lieentje  has        isoi 
not  heen  fairly  executed,  and  I  shall  refer  it  to  another  Court,  who  ^o^^^^r  18. 
compose  a  part  of  the  Council,  to  say  whether  it  was  the  intention         thb 
of  those  who  granted  this  licence  that  under  shelter  of  such  pro-  "^mbkdschap. 
tection  a  British  merchant  should  be  at  liberty  to  put  other  articles  Sir  W.  Scott; 
on  board,  to  go  first  to  Rouen,  under  an  averment  that  they  were 
to  be  carried  on  to  Oporto ;  more  especiaUy  when  it  is  notorious 
how  much  the  manufactures  of  France  have  been  in  want  of  all 
articles,  and  to  what  violent  modes  the  French  Government  has 
resorted,  by  seizing  them  whenever  they  came  into  their  ports. 

Condemned. 


THE  SECHS  GESCHWISTERN.  [4  c.  Rob. 

100.] 
Transfer — Cessation   of  Enemy  Interest   in   Property — Effect  of  Restrictive 

Covenants  on  Transfer — Condemnation, 

Property  of  an  enemy  may  be  transferred  to  a  neutral,  but  such 
transfer  is  vitiated  if  any  interest  ol  the  enemy  remains  in  the  trans- 
ferred property.    Eestrictive  covenants  in  a  deed  of  transfer :  Held,  to 
^  invalidate  it. 


This  was  a  case  respecting  a  ship  asserted  to  have  been  purchased        isoi 
in  France  by  a  neutral  merchant,  but  not  wholly  transferred.  yimmber  19. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — This  is  the  case  of  a  ship  asserted  to  have  been 
purchased  of  the  enemy,  a  liberty  which  this  country  has  not 
denied  to  neutral  merchants,  though  by  the  regulation  of  France 
it  is  entirely  forbidden.  The  rule  which  this  ooimtry  has  been 
content  to  apply  is  that  property  so  transferred  must  be  bond  fide 
and  absolutely  transferred ;  that  there  must  be  a  sale  divesting  the 
enemy  of  all  further  interest  in  it ;  and  that  anything  tending  to 
continue  his  interest  vitiates  a  contract  of  this  description  altogether. 
This  is  the  rule  which  this  country  has  always  considered  itself 
justified  in  enforcing ;  not  forbidding  the  transfer  as  illegal,  but 
prescribing  such  rules  as  reason  and  common  sense  suggest  to 
guard  against  collusion  and  cover,  and  to  enable  it  to  ascertain,  as 
much  as  possible,  that  the  enemy's  title  is  absolutely  and  com- 
pletely divested. 

In  the  present  case  there  are  covenants  which  preserve  and 
retain  the  interest  of  the  enemy  seller.    The  formal  instruments  of 
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1801         transfer  rather  import  some  buoIi  secret  agreement ;  for  in  the  aocoxmt 

current,  which  bears  date  February,  1800,  we  find  charges  for 

Q^j^f^    neutral  papers ;  and  though  the  bill  of  exchange  which  is  asserted 

"^^nefTEBs,      to  have  been  given  in  payment  is  produced,  and  bears  the  sem- 

SirW.  Soott.   blance  of  an  actual  bill  of  exchange,  no  notice  is  taken  of  it  in  this 

account.     With  respect  to  the  balance  of  the  account  also,  as  it  is 

termed,  there  is  an  agreement  by  which  "  the  neutral  purchaser 

mortgages  the  said  brig,  &c.,  to  Citizen ,  deducting  the  sums 

received  on  account."  But  there  are  no  such  sums  charged  or 
entered  as  received;  under  these  circumstances,  the  ship  would 
stand  bound  for  the  whole  amount,  and  it  could  not  be  said  that 
the  interest  of  the  former  owner  is  divested.  But  there  is  another 
condition  of  this  contract  which  more  directly  points  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  enemy's  interest.  It  recites  that,  "  whereas  the 
seller  is  bound  in  a  penalty  not  to  sell,  unless  under  condition  of 
restitution  (a),  at  the  end  of  the  war,  we  bind  ourselves  to  aU  suits 
to  which  the  seller  may  become  subject."  It  seems  that  it  is  the 
policy  of  the  French  Government  not  to  allow  sales  of  French 
vessels  without  this  equity  of  redemption.  From  their  inability  to 
navigate  their  own  ships  during  the  war,  they  submit  to  a  tem- 
porary transfer ;  but  still  keep  their  hand  upon  them,  to  enforce 
restitution  on  the  return  of  peace.  From  this  penalty  the  neutral 
purchaser  undertakes  to  exonerate  the  vendor.  It  is  impossible 
for  him  to  do  this,  without  making  himself  answerable  for  the 
money  for  which  Citizen  B.  is  boimd ;  in  which  case,  supposing 
that  any  adequate  payment  has  been  actually  made,  the  neutral 
must  be  understood  to  undertake  to  pay  a  double  price.  Is  there 
in  this  any  sign  of  a  bond  fide  transfer  P  Is  not  the  hand  of  the 
French  vendor  still  on  the  vessel  P  Looking  to  the  control  which 
the  French  Government  and  the  vendor  still  retain  over  this  pro- 
perty, it  is  impossible  for  me  to  hold  that  all  the  interest  of  the 
enemy  is  completely  divested. 

Ship  condenmed. 

(a)  Nemo  potest  videii  earn  rem      Cont.  Emp.  1.  80,  §  3;  Pothier  Tr. 
vendidisse,  de  cujus  dominie  id  agitur,      des  Oblig.  vol.  i.  p.  6. 
ne  ad  emptorem  transeat:  Dig.  de 
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THE  FBANKTiTN  (No.  2).  [*  O- «<>»>• 

Salvage — Cargo — Vessel  for  Enemy  Fort — Contingeni  Bisk. 

Military  salyage,  as  for  a  rescue  from  the  enemy,  is  not  due  imless 
the  property  at  the  time  of  the  service  is  either  in  the  possession  of  the 
enemy  or  inevitably  within  his  power. 

This  was  a  case  of  a  British  ship  and  cargo,  bound  ostensibly        ^^^^ 

on  a  voyage  from  Liverpool  to  Naples,  but  captured  much  out  of - 

that  course  whilst  going  actually  into  a  Spanish  port  in  the  Bay  of 
Biscay.  Further  proof  had  been  directed  to  be  made  of  the 
property  and  of  the  destination.  Proof  was  now  brought  in,  con- 
sisting of  the  affidavits  of  British  merchants,  asserting  the  destina- 
tion of  their  goods  to  Naples.  Their^  letters  of  orders  and  advice 
being  also  produced,  the  proof  was  held  sufficient  and  the  property 
was  directed  to  be  restored.  To  account  for  the  deviation  into  a 
Spanish  port,  it  was  stated  in  an  affidavit  of  the  master  ^'  that  he 
had  met  with  bad  weather,  and  that  the  ship  becoming  leaky  he 
was  compelled  by  his  crew  to  make  the  nearest  land."  In  opposi- 
tion to  this  account  it  was  stated  on  the  other  side,  '^  that  the  ship 
was  not  in  a  bad  condition,  that  she  was  after  capture  brought  to 
Jersey  without  difficulty  or  danger." 

The  captors  now  claimed  military,  or  in  the  alternative  civU, 
salvage. 

For  the  captors,  the  King^s  Advocate  and  Robinson, 
For  the  claimants,  Arnold  and  Stcabey. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — The  first  question  now  before  the  Court  is, 
whether  the  captors  of  this  ship  and  cargo  can  entitle  themselves 
to  be  considered  as  salvors  ?  On  their  part,  two  kinds  of  salvage 
are  claimed.  First,  a  military  salvage,  as  it  may  be  termed,  in 
rescuing  the  property  from  the  enemy ;  and  secondly,  a  salvage  in 
preserving  it  from  distress  and  peril  of  the  sea.  The  vessel  had 
met  with  bad  weather,  and  had  sprung  a  leak,  and  was  at  the  time 
of  capture  found  very  near  St.  Andero,  intending  to  go  into  an 
enemy's  port  for  the  preservation  of  the  lives  of  the  crew.  Whether 
the  danger  appeared  so  great  to  the  privateer  may  be  doubted,  as 
it  has  turned  out  that,  with  the  aid  of  a  few  more  hands,  they 
kept  the  ship  eight  days  longer  at  sea,  and  at  last  brought  her 
safely  into  a  port  of  Jersey.    There  might  therefore  be  a  reason- 
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1801         able  ground  of  inquiry,  whether  the  distress  alleged  was  a  hand  fide 

__!f 1  distress ;  and  whether  the  ship  and  cargo  were  not  actually  going 

Thb  as  the  property  of  British  subjects  to  trade  with  the  enemy.  These 
appearances  did,  in  my  apprehension,  afford  sufficient  ground  of 
a  suspicion,  and  entirely  remove  all  complaint  against  the 
privateers,  "that  they  acted  improperly  in  bringing  her  in  for 
adjudication."  Their  conduct  has  already  been  justified  by  the 
order  which  haa  been  made  for  further  proof. 

The  next  question  that  occurs  is,  whether  military  salvage  is 
due  as  for  a  rescue  from  the  enemy  P  I  think  it  is  not.  No  case 
has  been  cited,  and  I  know  of  none  in  which  military  salvage  has 
been  given,  where  the  property  rescued  was  not  in  the  possession 
of  the  enemy,  or  so  nearly  as  to  be  certainly  and  inevitably  under 
his  grasp.  There  has  been  no  case  of  salvage  where  the  possession, 
if  not  absolute,  was  not  almost  indefeasible,  as  where  the  ship  had 
struck,  and  was  so  near  as  to  be  virtually  in  the  hands  and  grip 
of  the  enemy.  In  such  cases,  the  same  hazard  is  incurred  by  the 
salvor,  and  the  same  reason  exists  to  hold  out  a  stimulus  to 
recaptors.  But  in  this  case  there  was  no  enemy  to  encounter. 
The  danger  to  the  parties  was  contingent  only,  and  though  pro- 
bable to  occur,  had  not  actually  occurred.  The  case  which  has 
been  cited  in  cirgument,  does  in  point  of  authority  apply.  It  was 
the  case  of  a  Spanish  ship  coming  from  New  Orleans,  ignorant  of 
hostilities,  which  had  lately  commenced,  and  going  into  the  port 
of  Bordeaux,  where  she  would  undoubtedly  have  been  confiscated. 
A  daim  of  salvage  was  set  up  on  the  part  of  a  British  cruiser;  but 
the  Court  said,  "No,  the  danger  was  something  distant  and 
eventual;  you  had  no  conflict  to  sustain;  as  well  might  you 
demand  salvage  for  giving  the  first  information  of  a  war.  On  the 
same  principle,  a  British  man-of-war  on  the  breaking  out  of 
hostilities  might  seize  a  whole  fleet  going,  ignorant  of  the  war, 
into  an  enemy's  port,  and  set  up  a  claim  of  salvage  against  them." 
On  the  authority  of  that  judgment,  the  claim  of  military  salvage 
cannot  be  sustained. 

[The  Court  then  dealt  with  the  claim  for  civil  salvage,  and 
awarded  600/.  (a).] 

(a)  Appraised  value,  60,0007. 
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THE  ELEONOEA  CATHARINA,  [4  c.  Rob. 

166.] 
Neutral  Property — Becapture — Salvage, 

Neutral  property  taken  out  of  the  possession  of  a  belligerent  is  not 
usually  liable  to  salvage.  Held^  that  there  was  an  exception  when  the 
French  Gk)Yemnient  condemned  neutral  property  irregularly. 

This  was  a  case  of  a  Bussian  ship,  taken  on  a  voyage  from        ^^^2 

.  Januaru  12 

Archaoigel  to  London  "by  a  French  privateer,  and  retaken  "by  a  ^ L 

British  cruiser  on  the  7th  December,  1800. 

On  behalf  of  a  claimant  of  part  of  the  cargo,  Robimon  contended 
that  salvage  on  the  recapture  of  neutral  vessels  had  been  allowed 
during  this  war  on  particular  ground*  only,  and  in  deviation  from 
the  former  practice.  That  the  special  reasons  for  this  alteration, 
stated  by  the  Court  in  the  War  Omkan  (a),  were  the  irregular  and 
rapacious  proceedings  of  the  French  cruisers  and  the  French 
Courts  of  Prize,  under  which  it  was  almost  morally  certain  that 
every  vessel  would  be  condemned,  without  respect  to  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  a  neutral  character.  That  in  this  case  the  same 
reasons  did  not  exist,  since  it  had  appeared  that  a  more  regular 
course  of  proceeding  had  been  restored,  and  more  especially  since 
this  capture  was  made  subsequent  to  the  convention  between 
France  and  Eussia,  under  which  it  could  not  be  supposed  but  that 
the  interests  of  the  Eussian  merchant  would  be  protected. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — It  is  certainly  true  that  the  standing  doctrine 
of  the  Court  has  been  that  neutral  property,  taken  out  of  the 
possession  of  the  enemy,  is  not  liable  to  salvage.  It  is  the  doctrine 
to  which  the  Court  has  invariably  adhered,  till  it  was  forced  out  of 
its  course  by  the  notorious  irregularities  of  the  French  cruiseM  and 
of  the  French  Government,  which  proceeded  without  any  pretence 
of  sanction  from  the  law  of  nations  to  condemn  neutral  pro- 
perty (6).     On  these  grounds  it  was  deemed  not  unreasonable  by 

(a)  Ante^  p.  239.  been  conducted   with    more   regu- 

{b)  In  the  (7ar/o«a,  December  13th,  larity,"  and  there  were  no  grounds  [50.  Bob.  66.] 

1803,  the  Court  refused  to  grant  salv-  for  supposing  that  the  ship  in  ques- 

age  on  a  neutral  ship  recaptured  from  tion  would  have  been  condemned  by 

a  French  cruiser,  because  the  pro-  a  French  Court. 

ceedings  of  the  French  Courts  **  have 
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January  12. 

Thb 

Eleonoba. 

Cathabina. 

Sir  W.  Scott. 


neutrals  themselves  that  salvage  should  be  paid  for  a  deliverance 
from  French  capture.  The  rule  obtained  early  in  the  war,  and  has 
continued  to  the  present  time.  It  is  said  that  a  great  alteration 
has  taken  place  in  the  French  proceedings,  and  that  we  are  now  to 
acknowledge  a  sort  of  return  of  "  Satumia  Regna.^^  This  Court  is 
not  informed  in  a  satisfactory  manner  that  any  such  beneficial 
change  has  taken  place  in  the  administration  of  Prize  Law  in  the 
tribunals  of  France,  and  therefore  it  will  continue  to  make  the 
same  decree  till  the  instructions  of  the  Superior  Court  shall  es- 
tablish a  different  rule.  As  little  can  the  Court  attend  to  the 
capricious  and  fleeting  politics  of  Eussia  at  that  period,  under 
which,  it  is  said,  this  property  would  have  been  protected.  They 
were  probably  unknown  at  the  time,  or,  if  known,  it  is  not  very 
likely  that  they  would  have  availed  the  claimants,  who  were 
bringing  a  cargo  of  oil,  tallow,  and  hemp  to  this  country,  which 
was  then  to  be  taken  under  such  a  situation  of  affairs  as  the 
common  enemy  of  Eussia  and  France.  With  respect  to  the  oil, 
which  is  said  to  have  been  thrown  overboard,  it  must  be  referred 
to  the  registrar  and  merchants  to  report  whether  any  or  what  part 
of  this  oil  was  thrown  out  for  the  benefit  of  the  ship  and  the  rest 
of  the  cargo. 

Salvage  decreed. 


[4  0.  Rob. 
158.] 


1802 
January  16. 


THE  APOLLO  (No.  1). 

Contraband — Ileinp — Produce  of  Neutral  Country — Ship  of  another  Neutral 
Country, 

A  cargo  of  hemp,  the  produce  of  Eussia»  on  a  Pnissian  sMp,  was 
captured.  Held,  that  it  most  be  restored. 

This  was  a  question  respecting  a  quantity  of  hemp,  being  the 
produce  of  Eussia  and  the  propei*ty  of  a  Eussian  merchant,  taken 
on  board  a  Prussian  ship  on  a  voyage  from  liebau,  in  Courland, 
to  Amsterdam. 


For  the  captors,  the  King^a  Advocate  and  Robinson. 


On  the  other  side,  Laurence  and  Stcahey. 
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Sir  W.  Scott. — This  is  the  case  of  hemp,  being  Russian  pro-        I802 
perty  and  produce,  put  on  board  the  ship  of  another  neutral    ^^**^^  ^  ' 
country,  and  destined  to  Amsterdam,     Hemp  is  certainly  liable  to  Thb  Apollo. 
be  considered  as  generally  contraband;  but  in  relaxation  of  the  SirW. Soott. 
strict  principle,  the  general  rule  now  prevailing  is,  that  being  the 
produce  and  property  of  the  exporting  country,  and  going  in  a 
vessel  of  that  country,  it  is  not  liable  to  confiscation.     The  ques- 
tion is,  whether,  if  it  is  put  on  board  the  ship  of  another  country, 
that  circumstance  alone  will  defeat  the  relaxation,  and  leave  it 
unprotected  to  the  consequences  of  its  general  character  P    The 
treaty  lately  concluded  with  Bussia  must,  I  think,  be  laid  out  of 
the  case 

The  question,  then,  being  abstracted  from  the  treaty,  is,  whether 
hemp,  being  the  produce  and  property  of  the  country,  but  put  on 
board  the  vessel  of  any  other  than  the  exporting  country,  is  liable 
to  confiscation  P  Eef erence  has  been  made  to  the  case  of  the  Jonge 
Pieter  (a),  in  which  it  was  decided  that  this  circumstance  did  not 
render  it  liable  to  be  considered  as  contraband.  In  that  case, 
hemp,  being  Prussian  property,  was  put  on  board  a  Dutch  ship 
and  sent  to  Bordeaux.  It  did  not  appear  of  what  country  the 
hemp  was,  but  it  was  strongly  argued  that,  by  the  old  rule,  contra- 
band affected  the  ship  as  well  as  the  cargo ;  that  the  relaxation 
which  had  taken  place  was  introduced  in  favour  of  the  ship,  and  as 
a  concession  to  the  navigation  of  neutral  countries  when  employed 
in  the  exportation  of  their  own  produce  or  manufactures ;  that  cases 
which  did  not  fall  within  the  reach  of  this  principle  were  still 
subject  to  condemnation  under  the  old  law;  and  on  this  point, 
three  cases  were  relied  on — the  Sanctissimo  Sacramento  {b)j  the 
Ooede  Vreede  (c),  and  the  Juffrow  Wobetha  (rf). 

On  the  part  of  the  claimants  it  was  contended  that  the  relaxation 
was  not  so  restricted  as  was  asserted  on  the  other  side ;  that  the 
old  rule  was  departed  from,  and,  by  the  modem  rule,  neutral 
merchants  were  at  liberty  to  export  the  produce  of  their  own 
country  on  their  own  accoimt ;  that  this  being  allowed,  there  was 
no  reason  why  it  might  not  be  in  other  ships  as  well  as  those  of 

(a)  Adm.  November  12th,  1781 ;  (c)  March  6ih,  1780. 

Lords,  April  24th,  1783.  \d)  August  8th,  1781 ;  Lords,  July 

(6)  February  3rd,  1781.  18th,  1782. 

R.  B  B 
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1802  their  own  country,  it  being  equally  in  the  course  of  their  ordinary 
jamtary  15.  commerce  BO  to  do.  Of  the  cases  cited  it  was  said  that  the  first 
Thb  Apollo,  was  a  cargo  of  Bolognese  produce,  sold  to  a  merchant  of  Genoa. 
Sir  W.  Soott,  It  was  therefore  Bologna  hemp  going  on  Genoa  account,  and  liable 
on  that  groimd  to  confiscation.  The  second  was  a  cargo  of  wheat, 
Bent  by  a  Swede,  who  is  by  treaty  disabled  from  carrying  wheat. 
A  vehicle  therefore  was  used  which  it  was  unlawful  to  use,  and  the 
total  disability  of  the  ship  to  carry  such  a  cargo  put  the  cargo  into 
an  unlawful  state.  The  third  was  a  cargo  of  timber  from  Dantzic, 
which  could  haxdly  be,  and  was  proved  not  to  be  in  strictness, 
the  produce  of  the  territory  of  Dantzic,  but  of  the  neighbouring 
kingdom  of  Poland  (a).  These  are  cases  in  which  the  unfavour- 
able determination  proceeded  upon  grounds  that  have  nothing  in 
common  with  the  present  case.  But  the  case  of  the  Jonge  Pieter 
was  exactly  parallel,  being  the  case  of  a  cargo  of  hemp  on  board  a 
foreign  ship.  On  that  occasion  the  Court  thought  there  ought  to 
have  been  stronger  proof  that  it  was  Prussian  produce,  but  decreed 
the  cargo  to  be  restored.  That  case  went  up  to  the  Lords,  where 
the  sentence  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  was  affirmed.  It  is,  there- 
fore, a  direct  precedent  binding  on  this  Court,  and  in  conformity 
to  that  authoriiy  I  shall  direct  this  cargo  to  be  restored. 


March  18. 


[4  0.  Eob.  THE  MADONNA  DEL  BTJRSO. 

169.] 

Seizure — Duty  of  Person  Seizing — BestiMion^  Compensation, 

A  captor  is  bound  to  proceed  to  adjudication  with  reasonable  expedi- 
tion ;  wbere,  therefore,  it  was  proved  that  he  did  not  do  so :  Held,  that  the 
owner  of  the  ship  whioh  had  been  captured  was  entitled  to  compensation. 

1802  This  was  the  case  of   a  ship  and  cargo  belonging  to  Ghreek 

merchants,  seized   November,  1797,  in  Dingle  Bay,  by  Edward 
Eing   Hill,   commander   of   a   revenue    cutter,   and    proceeded 

(a)  In  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  the  Court   of    Appeal    conceiving   that 

cargo  of  the  Juffrow  Wohetha  was  Dantzic,  though  a  free  city,  being 

condemned  as    contraband,  August  within  the  immediate  protection  of 

8th,  1781.    On  appeal,  that  sentence  Poland,  was  entitled  to  export  such 

was  reversed,  and  the  cargo  decreed  a   commodity   as   one   of   its   own 

to  be  restored,  July  18th,  1782 ;  the  products. 
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against,  in  the  first  instance,   in   the   Court   of   Admiralty  of        1802 
Ireland  as  droits  and  perquisites  of  his  Majesty  in  his  Admiralty 


of  Ireland,  on  a  suggestion  that  the  ship  and  cargo  were  bound  Thb  Madonna 
to  Amsterdam,  in  opposition  to  the  ostensible  documents  repre- 
senting a  destination  to  Hamburg;   that  the  master  had   been 
guilty  of  a  suppression  and  spoliation  of   papers;    and  that  the 
property  actually  belonged  to  enemies. 

A  claim  was  given  for  the  ship  by  the  master,  and  for  the 
cargo  by  Mr.  Barthold,  the  correspondent  of  the  proprietor,  on 
a  supposition  that  the  Court  of  Admiralty  of  Ireland  was  pro- 
perly competent  to  entertain  the  question*  But  afterwards,  on 
further  consideration  and  advice,  an  exceptive  issue  was  ten- 
dered, on  the  part  of  the  claimant,  objecting  "that  the  Court 
of  Admiralty  of  Ireland,  as  constituted  under  the  Act  of  the 
23rd  and  24th  of  his  present  Majesty,  had  no  power  or  juris- 
diction to  proceed  on  any  manner  of  captures,  seizures,  prizes, 
or  reprisals  of  any  ships  or  goods  that  shall  be  taken  in  the 
ports  or  creeks  of  Ireland,  &c."  On  these  groimds  a  prohibition 
was  obtained  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  of  Ireland  inhibiting  the 
judge  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  from  proceeding  further.  A 
short  time  previous  to  the  final  order  (a)  of  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
making  that  rule  absolute,  the  King's  Advocate  directed  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  Court  of  Admiralty  of  Ireland  to  be  discontinued. 
After  this  discontinuance,  further  time  was  consumed  in  an  action 
entered  by  the  claimant  of  the  cargo  against  the  officers  of  the 
Court  of  Admiralty  in  the  King's  Bench  of  Ireland.  That  action 
was  afterwards  dropped;  and  in  March,  1801,  proceedings  were 
instituted  iu  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty  of  England  by  the 
Proctor  of  the  Admiralty  against  the  goods  and  merchandise  laden 
on  board  the  ship,  but  not  against  the  ship  herself.  The  libel  against 
the  ship  had  been  withdrawn  in  the  Court  of  Admiralty  of  Ireland, 
and  she  had  been  directed  to  be  restored ;  but  owing  to  the  state 
in  which  she  then  was,  the  master  declined  to  take  possession. 

Sir  W.  Scx)tt. — This  is  the  case  of  a  ship  which  is  unquestion- 
ably Ottoman.     She  is  not  at  present  proceeded  against,  as  I 

(a)  April  23rd,  1799. 
B  b2 
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1802         understand,  in  this  Court ;  and  though  proceeded  against  in  the 
^^^^^  ^^'     Court  of  Admiralty  of  Ireland,  yet  she  was  directed  to  be  restored 

ThbMai)o:ina  upon  the  original  proof.     This  ship,  coming  from  the  eastern  part 
'     of  Europe,  was  forced  by  stress  of  weather  to  put  into  Dingle  Bay, 

Sir  W.  Soott.  ^  Ireland,  and  was  there  seized  by  the  master  of  a  custom-house 
cutter^  Edward  Hill,  in  November,  1797,  the  cargo  being  intended 
for  Amsterdam,  with  an  ostensible  destination  to  Hamburg. 

The  Court  has,  upon  a  full  inquiiy  into  the  proofs  of  property 
produced,  weighing  all  the  suspicions  which  the  imprudence  and 
improper  conduct  of  the  parties,  and  their  agents,  had  thrown 
upon  it,  finally  pronounced  itself  satisfied  that  the  cargo  belongs  to 
the  Ghreek  merchants  for  whom  it  is  claimed.  The  present  question 
is  upon  the  detention,  and  damages  occasioned  by  the  detention,  of 
this  ship  and  cargo. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  proceedings  were  commenced  against 
this  ship,  or  the  valuable  cargo  which  she  contained,  until  the 
latter  end  of  February,  1798,  that  is,  for  the  space  of  about 
three  months.  However  justifiable  the  seizure  may  have  been,  the 
first  obligation  which  the  seizor  has  to  discharge  is  that  of  account- 
ing why  he  did  not  institute  proceedings  against  this  vessel  and 
cargo  immediately;  and  unless  he  can  excidpate  himself  vdth 
respect  to  delay  in  this  matter,  he  is  guilty  of  no  inconsiderable 
breach  of  his  duty.  It  would  be  highly  injurious  to  the  commerce 
of  other  countries,  and  disgraceful  to  the  jurisprudence  of  our 
own,  if  any  persons,  commissioned  or  non-commissioned,  coidd  lay 
their  hands  upon  valuable  foreign  ships  and  cargoes  in  our 
harbours,  and  keep  their  hands  upon  them,  without  bringing  such 
an  act  to  judicial  notice  in  any  manner  for  the  space  of  three  or 
four  months.  The  complaints  which  such  a  conduct  tolerated  by 
this  country  would  provoke  against  it  from  foreign  countries  are 
not  to  be  described ;  and  it  is  not  very  easy  to  suggest  how  the 
real  honour  of  the  country,  connected  as  it  is  with  its  justice,  could 
be  defended  against  such  complaints. 

The  general  duty  of  attending  to  considerations  of  this  nature 
becomes  more  peculiarly  incumbent  on  the  subjects  of  this  country 
in  respect  to  vessels  sailing  under  the  protection  of  the  Ottoman 
Porte. 

[The  Court  then  dealt  with  the  position  of  the  Porte.] 
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These  conriderations  should  have  imposed  on  the  seiaor  a  peculiar        I802 
degree  of  caution ;  a  caution  which  ought  to  have  accompanied  his  __1_!_^- 
proceedings  in  every  subsequent  stage,  even  if  the  original  seizure  The  Madonna 

had  been  ever  so  justifiable.    Let  us,  then,  see  what  case  is  set  up        

for  not  having  instituted  any  proceedings  for  considerably  more  ^  ' 
than  three  months.  All  that  I  have  heard  is,  that  the  seizure  was 
made  in  Dingle  Bay,  and  that  this  is  a  place  very  far  from  Dublin. 
How  is  this  to  excuse  himP  Suppose  an  English  custom-house 
officer  had  made  a  like  seizure  in  Polperry  Bay,  on  the  coast  of 
Cornwall,  or  in  Pulwhelly  Bay,  on  the  coast  of  Wales,  much  more 
remote  from  London  than  Dingle  Bay  is  from  Dublin,  would  this 
Court  endure  to  hear  him  assign  that  distance  as  any  excuse  or 
justification  for  not  proceeding  for  three  or  four  months  P  What 
steps  were  taken  to  obtain  legal  advice  P  For  it  is  the  first  and 
universal  duty  of  those  who  do  not  know  how  to  proceed  to  apply 
to  those  who  do.  Mr.  Hill  writes,  it  is  said,  to  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Customs  to  acquaint  them  with  what  he  had  done.  I  do 
not  say  that  this  was  an  improper  step  for  a  man  to  take  who  is 
answerable  to  his  superiors  for  the  propriety  of  his  general  conduct ; 
but  is  this  all  that  he  ought  to  have  done?  Is  it  the  most  important 
part  ?  Ought  he  not  to  have  given  immediate  notice  to  the  officers 
of  the  Admiralty  that  he  had  seized  a  ship  and  cargo  as  droits  of 
Admiralty  ?  The  Commissioners  of  the  Customs  have  nothing  to 
do  with  such  droits,  as  they  very  properly  tell  him  in  their  answer. 
He  might  just  as  well  suppose  that  he  had  satisfied  his  duty  by 
writing  upon  such  a  matter  to  officers  of  any  other  description.  I 
do  not  impute  it  to  him  that  he  did  not  write  to  this  country,  to 
the  British  Admiralty  Court,  or  to  any  of  its  officers.  It  would  be 
too  much  to  expect  that  he  should  have  taken  upon  him  to  decide 
upon  a  matter  on  which  persons  of  learning  may  entertain  different 
opinions.  If  he  had  applied  to  the  eminent  persons  in  the  Court 
of  Admiralty  of  Ireland  in  due  time,  he  would  have  completely 
assoiled  himself.  What  I  impute  to  him  as  gross  misconduct  is, 
that  he  did  not  apply  to  them  till  after  he  had  kept  this  Ottoman 
ship,  with  a  cargo  of  great  value,  in  this  open  bay  during  the 
extremity  of  the  winter  season,  exposed  in  the  manner  that  such  a 
ship  and  cargo  must  be  exposed — and  all  this  upon  his  own  private 
opinion,  without  putting  himself  in  motion  to  obtain  proper  advice 
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1802         till  some  time,  according  to  his  own  account,  in  tho  month  of 
^^^  February.     I  am  surprised  to  hear  of  any  defence  that  can  be  set 


The  Madonna  up  for  such  conduct.     In  truth,  all  the  defence  that  I  have  heard 

DEL  BUBSO. 

is  the  words  "  Dingle  Bay,"  and  "  that  he  did  not  know  how  to 

act  in  such  a  remote  place."  To  which  I  have  to  answer  that  they 
who  do  not  know  how  to  act  upon  such  seizures  ought  not  to 
venture  upon  making  such  seizures.  He  ought  to  have  kept  his 
hands  ofE,  or  resorted  to  good  advice  as  soon  as  he  laid  them  on. 
If  he  will  not  do  the  one  or  the  other  he  must  be  the  sufferer.  I 
have  no  doubt  in  pronouncing  a  demurrage  against  him,  for 
conduct  utterly  inexcusable,  particularly  connected  as  the  case  is 
with  the  national  character  of  this  vessel.  In  estimating  the 
quantum  of  demurrage  I  shall  allow  him  the  benefit  of  so  much 
time  as  would  be  necessary  for  transmitting  the  papers  to  Dublin 
and  obtaining  advice  thereon.  EecoUecting  how  much  those 
eminent  persons  are  involved  in  business  of  various  kinds,  I  shall 
allow  him  the  benefit  of  full  three  weeks  for  these  communications 
with  Dublin.  The  allowance  is,  I  think,  liberal;  for  though  I 
have  heard  much  said  of  the  distance  of  Dingle  Bay,  which  I  do 
not  observe  to  be  so  very  considerable,  I  cannot  doubt  that  it  has 
a  very  open  and  constant  intercourse  with  the  capital.  Beyond 
these  three  weeks  I  hold  Mr.  Hill  liable  in  demurrage. 

It  has  been  thrown  out  in  argument  that  the  same  delay  would 
have  taken  place,  and  therefore  that  the  same  harm  would  have 
happened,  if  the  ship  had  been  proceeded  against  here.  This,  if 
true,  is  small  satisfaction  to  the  claimant ;  but  how  could  it  have 
happened  in  fact  unless  the  seizor  was  guilty  of  the  same  delay,  in 
which  case  he  would  have  been  answerable  in  the  same  manner  ? 
Would  this  Court  tolerate  the  act  of  a  custom-house  officer  keeping 
a  foreign  valuable  ship  for  such  a  length  of  time  in  such  a  situa- 
tion  without  any  proceeding?  The  very  first  step  taken  would 
have  been  to  call  upon  him  to  justify  his  conduct,  be  the  ship  and 
cargo  what  they  might.  If  such  a  seizure  had  been  made  here 
what  would  have  followed?  The  depositions  would  have  been 
immediately  taken  and  sent  up  along  with  the  ship's  papers,  or 
possibly  the  ship's  papers  alone,  with  some  account  of  the  circum- 
stances of  the  behaviour  of  the  captain,  and  these  would  have  been 
immediately  submitted  by  the  Proctor  of  the  Admiralty  to  the 
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counsel  for  the  Crown,  in  order  to  obtain  their  instructions.     I        I802 
cannot  but  think  that  the  case  would  have  immediately  appeared  ^ 1 


to  them  a  case  for  restitution  of  the  ship,  and  a  case  of  suspicion,  ThbMu>onha 

•    •  •        •       ^1  DBL  Jt5XTB80« 

of  vehement  suspicion,  respecting  the  cargo,  a  suspicion  prmcipalljr        

excited  by  the  behaviour  of  the  master  and  the  false  representation  ^ 
of  the  voyage  contained  in  the  papers,  but  not  amounting  to  a  con- 
clusive demonstration  of  the  total  falsehood  of  the  daim.  The 
efEect  of  such  misconduct  would  justly  have  operated  to  the  forfei- 
ture of  freight  and  expenses  on  the  part  of  the  ship.  But  an 
order  for  further  proof  of  the  cargo  would,  I  presume,  have  been 
consented  to  on  the  part  of  the  Admiralty.  If  the  master  had 
taken  this  course  a  fortnight  might  have  been  sufficient  for  the 
dispatch  of  the  business ;  the  cargo  would  have  been  delivered  upon 
bail  to  the  cledmant,  or  if  he  declined  taking  it  would  have  been 
taken  possession  of  by  the  Admiralty  and  have  been  brought  to  a 
port  of  security,  perhaps  in  this  same  vessel,  and  there  sold  at  a 
good  market  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  might  be  ultimately 
entitled.  The  ship  might  have  gone  about  her  business  with  her 
master  and  crew  unbroken,  with  her  stores  unbroken,  and  with 
some  little  advance  of  money  arising  from  the  new  freight  for  the 
necessity  of  her  homeward  voyage.  All  the  inconvenience  sus- 
tained would  have  been  the  delay  of  payment  for  the  cargo,  if 
proved  to  be  neutral,. and  the  forfeiture  of  the  original  freight  for 
the  ship — ^inconveniences  not  to  be  complained  of  by  those  who  had 
brought  them  upon  themselves,  by  prevaricating  documents  re- 
specting the  voyage  and  by  the  rash  and  intemperate  conduct  of 
the  master  entrusted  with  it.  At  any  rate,  the  matter  might  have 
been  dispatched  within  a  time  much  short  of  that  in  which  this 
ship  and  cargo  lay,  without  being  brought  to  the  notice  of  any 
Court  whatever. 

This,  I  think,  is  the  natural  course  which  the  matter,  according 
to  my  apprehension,  would  have  taken,  because  nobody  has  dis- 
puted anywhere,  that  I  know  of,  the  neutral  ownership  of  the 
vessel;  and  nobody,  that  I  know  of,  has  contended  anywhere 
seriously  that  the  cargo  was  liable  to  absolute  condemnation  upon 
the  original  evidence,  though  liable  to  very  malignant  suspicion. 
But  suppose  that  the  counsel  for  the  Crown  had  thought  it  their 
duty  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  Court  upon  the  cargo  in  the  first 
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1802         instance  (as  they  might  not  improperly  have  done) ;  in  that  case,  it 
'     is  said,  "  a  delay  must  have  taken  place,  because  this  Court  would 


ThbMu)onha  }xaTe  felt  great  delicacy  in  proceeding  upon  a  ship  and  cargo  lying 
in  a  port  of  Ireland  on  account  of  the  unsettled  question  of  luris- 

Sir  "W  S(v)i:L  ^  •» 

diction.'^  Certainly  nothing  could  be  further  from  the  inclination 
of  this  Court  than  to  encounter  the  hazard  of  anything  like  a  con- 
flict with  the  sister  jurisdiction  of  Ireland.  But  still  the  neutral 
is  not  to  suffer  on  that  account ;  he  would  have  his  claim  upon  the 
government  of  the  two  countries.  A  belligerent  nation,  which  is 
in  the  exercise  of  these  rights  of  war,  is  bound  to  find  tribunals 
for  the  regulation  of  them — tribunals  clear  in  their  authority,  as 
well  as  pure  in  their  administration ;  and  if  from  causes  of  private 
internal  policy,  arising  out  of  the  peculiar  relation  of  the  compo- 
nent parts  of  the  belligerent  State,  difficulties  arise,  the  neutral  is 
not  to  be  prejudiced  on  that  account;  he  has  a  right  to  speedy  and 
unobstructed  justice,  and  has  nothing  to  do  with  such  difficulties 
created  by  questions  of  domestic  constitution. 

It  is  then  said,  "that  the  mass  of  business  under  which  this 
Court  was  then  labouring  so  choked  up  the  avenues  to  justice  that 
the  cause,  if  entertained  by  the  Court,  could  not  have  been  heard 
for  a  considerable  time."  If  it  went  upon  an  order  for  further 
proof  by  consent,  there  would  have  been  no  necessity  for  such  a 
hearing ;  but  if  not,  still  it  is  no  secret  that  this  Court  has  never 
thought  it  a  breach  of  that  equal  justice  which  it  owes  to  all  its 
suitors  to  suffer  a  cause  to  be  interposed  that,  from  its  magnitude 
of  interests,  or  other  circumstances  of  just  weight,  had  a  peculiar 
claim  to  a  pre-audience.  By  the  counsel  for  the  claimants,  it  has 
been  asserted  that  an  order  was  sent  to  the  Court  of  Admiralty  in 
Ireland  by  the  government  for  the  release  of  this  ship  and  cargo, 
and  that  obedience  to  that  order  was  declined  by  the  Court  upon 
an  opinion  that  the  Court  itself  had  an  interest  in  these  droits. 
How  these  facts  stood  I  am  not  sufficiently  informed  by  these 
papers ;  it  seems  rather  difficult  to  reconcile  such  an  order  from 
government  with  the  prosecution  at  present  maintained  against 
this  cargo ;  but  if  such  an  order  had  been  sent  to  this  Court,  it 
certainly  would  have  met  with  an  instant  obedience,  because  the 
Crown  having  the  only  beneficial  interest  in  droits  here  (the  seizor 
having  nothing  but  a  mere  expectation  of  bounty),  and  the  Crown 
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having  an  undoubted  right  to  exempt  from  the  operations  of  war        I802 
any  individual  subject  of  the  enemy  himself,  this  Court  would,  in        ^^^   ^^' 


pursuance   of  such   an   order,  release  the  property,  although  it  Thb  Madonna 
directly  appeared  to  be  an  enemy's  property.     If  the  Court  of        — 
Admiralty  of  Ireland  had  an  interest  of  its  own  in  such  droits,    ^^'      **' 
which  has  been  repeatedly  thrown  out  in  argument,  that  might 
properly  produce  a  diflferent  conduct  on  the  part  of  that  Court.     If 
it  has  such  a  right,  it  is,  I  presume,  by  virtue  of  some  special 
grant ;  for  this  Court  possesses  no  such  interest,  and  is  not  aware 
of  any  possible  groimd  on  which  a  Court  of  Admiralty  can,  by 
virtue  of  its  mere  general  constitution,  claim  it. 

Eespecting  the  next  demand,  the  claim  of  actual  damage  done 
to  the  ship  during  the  time  she  continued  in  Mr.  Hill's  possession, 
I  have  to  lament  that  it  is  not  brought  before  me  in  a  more  satis- 
factory manner.  What  the  parties  ought  each  to  have  done,  for 
their  own  security,  after  the  restitution,  was  to  have  had  an  accu- 
rate survey  taken,  and  an  authentic  report  made  of  her  state  and 
condition.  But  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  have  done  what 
might  have  been  reasonably  expected  from  both.  That  some 
damage  was  sustained  before  proceedings  were  commenced  cannot 
be  doubted  upon  the  general  face  of  the  facts.  Here  is  a  valuable 
ship  exposed  in  this  bay,  during  the  whole  extremity  of  the  winter 
season,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  country  described  to  be  semi- 
barbarous,  her  master  turned  out  of  possession,  and  the  crew,  a 
parcel  of  Greek  sailors,  without  any  superintendence !  Is  it  to  be 
supposed  that,  in  such  a  state,  there  was  no  deterioration,  no  waste, 
no  spoil,  no  embezzlement?  I  therefore  pronounce  for  damage 
generally,  referring  to  the  Registrar  and  merchants  to  consider  the 
qtMntum^  as  well  as  they  can  ascertain  it  by  affidavits  to  be  exhibited 
on  either  side,  with  liberty  to  resort  to  the  Court  on  any  matter  of 
difficulty.  So  much  for  the  claims  or  demurrage  and  damage 
against  Mr.  Hill  personally,  while  the  vessel  continued  \mder  his 
hand,  without  the  institution  of  any  proceedings  whatever.  Of 
what  passed  afterwards,  it  is  my  inclination  as  it  is  my  duty  to 
speak  with  all  delicacy  and  caution. 

Proceedings  were  instituted  against  this  property,  as  a  droit  of 
Admiralty,  in  the  Court  of  Admiralty  of  Ireland.  They  depended 
long.     I  have  not  looked  particularly  into  them,  having  no  right 
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1802         to  exercise  any  particular  judgment  upon  them.     But  I  under- 
Mareh  18.     giQ^^id,  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  were  finally  inhibited  by  a 


ThbMadonka  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  in  Ireland;  and  the  fact  is, 

'     that  a  proceeding  de  novo  is  commenced  in  this  Court  of  Admiralty. 

*  *  The  legal  conclusion  appears  to  be,  that  the  proceeding  in  the 
Irish  Court  of  Admiralty  was  coram  nonjudice  ;  for  I  must  regard 
that  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  as  decisive  upon  this 
matter,  as  much  as  I  should  be  bound  to  do  a  like  judgment  of 
inhibition  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  in  England  upon  any  proceed- 
ings of  this  Court,  even  if  I  should  be  presumptuous  enough  to 
entertain  any  lurking  difference  of  private  opinion  upon  the 
rectitude  of  that  judgment.  But  supposing  the  proceedings  to 
have  been  coram  non  judice,  still  I  am  far  from  insinuating  that 
they  were  commenced  from  error  on  the  part  of  those  who  advised 
them;  knowing  the  high  character  of  the  persons  concerned,  I 
consider  these  proceedings  as  arising  out  of  an  unsettled  state  of 
things,  in  which  these  gentlemen  could  not  consider  themselves  as 
conscientiously  and  honourably  at  liberty  to  abdicate  their  claim  of 
jurisdiction  in  the  first  instance.  But  I  must  revert  again  to  the 
principle  I  have  laid  down,  that  the  neutral  is  not  to  be  prejudiced 
by  that ;  it  is  no  bufiiness  of  his  to  settle  the  points  of  constitution, 
or  fight  the  battles  of  conflicting  jurisdictions ;  he  is  charged  with 
having  submitted  to  the  jurisdiction,  but  how  could  he  help  follow- 
ing the  proceeding  into  that  Court  P  If  he  had  even  iostituted  the 
proceeding  himself,  I  do  not  think  that  a  foreigner  applying  to  a 
Court  of  apparent  competency  which  entertained  the  suit  would 
have  barred  himself  as  an  author  of  his  own  wrong.  But  he  only 
followed  where  he  was  led ;  and  if  he  has  been  put  to  expense  in 
consequence  of  proceedings  in  a  Court  which  could  not  do  him 
justice,  but  which  entertained  the  suit,  not  from  any  error  im- 
putable to  the  Court  itself  or  its  practices,  but  from  the  unsettled 
state  of  jurisdictions  in  the  two  countries,  I  will  not  call  it  a 
damage  which  he  has  sustained,  but  it  is  that  for  which  he  appears 
to  have  something  like  a  conscientious  demand  against  the  govern- 
ment of  one  Court,  or  both. 

In  the  course  of  this  discussion  it  has  been  repeatedly  asked,  why 
did  not  this  man  take  away  this  ship  as  soon  as  she  was  released  ? 
The  situation  of  the  man  is  itself  an  answer  to  the  question.    Here 
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is  a  person,  utterly  unacquainted  with  the  laws  and  language  of        1802 
the  northern  and  western  ports  of  Europe,  detained  in  this  remote  _^arehis^ 
bay  of  Ireland,  without  any  agent  to  apply  to  (for  Mr.  Barthold  The  Madonna 

waa  only  the  agent  for  the  cargo,  and  all  that  he  did  for  the  ship        

could  be  mere  charity  or  prudence),  without  a  sixpence  in  his  Sir  W.  Scott, 
pocket,  or  credit  upon  the  cargo,  which  was  separated  from  the 
ship,  and  subjected  to  a  proceeding.  How  was  this  Qxeek  master 
in  Ireland,  in  as  helpless  a  state  as  a  foreigner  can  be  conceived  to 
be  placed  in,  to  repair  his  ship  after  twelve  months'  detention,  to 
victual  her,  to  store  her,  to  collect  his  dispersed  crew,  and  to  satisfy 
their  pressing  demands,  and  to  set  out  on  his  return  to  Constanti- 
nople ?  It  appetirs  to  me  rather  harsh  language  to  say  that  he 
should  have  gone  about  his  business,  without  pointing  out  the 
means  by  which  he  could  do  it.  It  is  telling  a  man  to  walk  with- 
out legs.  The  consequence  has  been  that  the  ship  has  been  lying 
rotting  in  Dingle  Bay,  and  he  himself  lying  rotting  in  a  prison, 
and  the  ship  has  been  finally  sold  for  a  mere  nothing.  In  all  this 
there  is  something  which  I  will  not  call  damage,  but  which  founds 
a  highly  equitable  claim  of  compensation. 

Then  as  to  the  cargo ;  it  has  been  sold  to  great  disadvantage — ^it  is 
said  much  below  its  original  value.  Something  of  damage  must 
have  taken  place  in  respect  to  the  cargo,  which  I  refer  generally 
to  the  Registrar  and  merchants.  I  observe  that  4,000/.  has  been 
received  in  Ireland  for  duties,  and  is  retained — a  fact  which  I  do 
not  immediately  know  how  to  reconcile  with  the  fact  which  has 
been  repeatedly  asserted,  and  not  denied  in  this  discussion,  that 
the  government  of  Ireland  did,  in  an  early  period,  issue  an  order 
for  the  release  and  restitution  of  the  whole  property. 

It  has  been  contended  that  all  the  loss  and  all  the  inconvenience 
has  been  produced  by  the  misconduct  of  the  parties  themselves,  by 
the  bills  of  lading,  which  held  out  a  false  destination,  and  by  the 
master's  destruction  of  some  papers.  The  practice  of  holding  out 
a  false  destination  (which  in  this  case  is  sworn  to  have  been  done 
at  the  instance  of  the  insurers)  is  unquestionably  a  bad  practice, 
founded  on  a  silly  and  dangerous  policy,  and  penal  to  the  party 
who  employs  it.  But  when  I  consider  how  familiar  it  is  in  the 
practice  of  other  nations,  and  that  even  when  it  occurs  there  it  is 
not  held,  absolutely  and  conclusively,  to  bar  the  admission  of 
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1802         further  proof,  unless  the  falsehood  is  supported  by  a  concurrent 

— — 1_  falsehood  of  the  depositions,  or  by  other  circumstances  of  grave 

The  Madonna  suspicion — can  I  say  that  in  this  case,  where  the  master  avows, 

upon  his  deposition,  the  real  voyage  he  was  to  pursue,  that  it  is 

to  have  more  than  its  ordinary  effect,  particularly  connected  with 
the  habitual  indulgence  shown  to  the  subjects  of  the  Porte  ?    Can 
it  justify  the  detention  for  such  a  length  of  time  without  any 
proceeding,  and  all  the  expense  of  proceeding  in  a  Court  which 
eventually  is  declared  to  have  no  founded  jurisdiction,  and  all  the 
waste  of  property  consequent  upon  both  these  causes  P  Again,  the 
captain  destroyed  papers  after  the  seizure — a  most  rash  act.     But 
what  is  the  penalty  P  A  forfeiture  of  his  freight  and  expenses  in 
ordinary  cases,  a  diminution  of  his  credit,  greater  or  less,  in 
proportion  to  the  motives  under  which  he  appeared  to  have  acted, 
and  a  necessity  for  further  strict  proof ;  not  the  destruction  of  the 
ship  by  a  ruinous  detention.     The  master  swears  that  he  destroyed 
these  papers  after  the  capture,  which  contained  nothing  of  conse- 
quence more  than  the  real  destination,  and  that  he  did  this  in  a  fit 
of  passion,  for  which  he  was  condemned  by  his  mate,  upon  the 
seizure.    Agitated  by  the  difficulty  in  which  he  was  involved,  con- 
ceiving himself  to  be  oppressed,  and  subject  to  that  irritability  of 
temper  to  which  the  people  of  his  country  are  peculiarly  liable,  he 
committed  this  rash  act.     In  such  a  case,  supposing  the  parties  to 
be  of  the  ordinary  description,  the  Court  would  have  punished  the 
act  by  condemning  him  in  all  the  expenses  of  the  captors  if  the 
cargo  was  eventually  restored,  and  by  refusing  him  his  freight  and 
expenses  if  it  was  condemned,  and  there  the  matter  would  have 
ended. 

Upon  a  full  and  deliberate  investigation,  conducted  with  the 
most  jealous  attention,  I  have  finally  restored  the  property  of  the 
cargo ;  and  in  the  case  of  an  ordinary  European  master,  who  had 
nothing  to  complain  of,  I  should  have  followed  that  sentence  by  a 
sentence  condemning  him  in  the  captor's  costs.  But  I  must 
consider  here  how  much  this  man  and  his  owners  have  already 
Buffered  beyond  the  extent  of  that  penalty.  That  these  acts  of 
misconduct  ought  to  entail  on  the  parties  all  the  accumulation  of 
v^Tctchedness  which  has  been  produced,  I  think  it  is  impossible  to 
maintain  for  a  moment. 
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Upon  these  considerations  I  think  there  is  much  of  what  I  shall        I802 
not  call  damage,  but  a  loss  which  calls  for  compensation.    I  shall     Jft^'^^  18- 
refer  it  to  the  Hegistrar  and  merchants  to  consider  what  has  been  The  Madonna 

the  undue  diminution  of  the  value;  adverting  likewise  to  the        

expense  of  proceeding  in  Ireland  and  to  the  payment  of  the  Sir  W.  Scott, 
duties.  The  distresses  of  the  master  render  him  a  just  object  of 
the  compassion  of  government.  It  has  been  repeatedly  said  by 
the  officers  of  the  Crown  that  government  will  very  willingly 
attend  to  any  recommendation  from  this  Court,  and  I  am  happy 
to  find  that  it  will  do  so.  At  present  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to 
do  more  than  to  refer  the  quantum  of  loss  to  be  ascertained  by  the 
Eegistrar  and  merchants.  I  am  induced  to  hope  from  the  declara- 
tions I  have  just  alluded  to  that  it  will  be  unnecessary  for  me  to 
advert  to  a  question  to  which  my  attention  has  been  repeatedly 
forced  in  the  course  of  this  discussion — ^how  far  the  Crown,  acting 
not  upon  its  own  prerogative  rights  but  in  the  office  of  Admiralty, 
can  be  made  at  all  answerable  for  damages  accruing  to  property  in 
the  hands  of  its  officers  P  I  shall  only  say  generally  that  I  shall 
enter  on  such  a  question,  if  compelled,  with  all  the  reverence  which 
is  due  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  Crown,  and  with  all  the 
regard  due  to  that  justice  which  is  demanded  on  the  part  of  other 
governments  and  their  subjects. 


THE  PEACOCK.  [*  c.  Rob. 

183.] 
Neglect  of  Duty  hy  Captor — Damages  and  Costs, 

A  neutral  ship  and  cargo  were  taken  by  a  British  vessel,  but  were  not 
brought  direct  to  England:  Held^  that  under  the  oiroumstances  the 
claimants  were  entitled  to  damages  and  costs* 

Sir  W.  Scott. — This  was  an  American  ship  and  cargo  of  wine,        ^^^'^ 


taken  on  a  voyage  from  Cadiz  to  London  on  the  19th  May,  1800, 
and  carried  into  Lisbon,  where  they  were  detained  a  long  time, 
though  no  proceedings  were  commenced  till  they  were  afterwards 
brought  to  Jersey.  The  capture  was  made  in  latitude  42,  con- 
siderably to  the  north  of  Lisbon,  the  wind  being  then  fair  for 
England.  It  was  the  captors'  duty  to  have  brought  the  prize 
directly  to  England ;  for  if  the  public  instructions  give  to  captors 
the  power  of  coming  to  the  most  convenient  ports,  they  do  not 
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1802         give  them  a  "wild  and  arbitrary  discretion,  but  a  discretion  to  be 

^  ^^^  '     soundly  exercised  on  a  due  consideration  of  their  own  convenience 

Thb  PSA.OOCK.  and  of  the  interest  of  the  neutral  persons  that  may  be  concerned  ; 

Sir  W.  Scott,   instead  of  carrying  the  ship  back  to  Lisbon,  for  which  place  the 

wind  was  then  adverse,  and  from  whence  it  would  require  several 

winds  to  bring  her  into  the  same  situation  again,  they  should  have 

proceeded  directly  for  England. 

[The  Court  then  examined  the  explanations  offered  by  the 
captors.] 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  feel  it  impossible  not  to  pronounce 
that  the  privateer  has  acted  improperly  in  carrying  the  vessel  into 
Lisbon  and  keeping  her  there  so  long.  I  do  not  say  that  the 
original  seizure  was  wrongful,  or  that  the  privateer  would  not  have 
acted  with  perfect  correctness  if  she  had  brought  the  ship  to 
England  and  instituted  proceedings  here.  The  captors  not  having 
done  that,  but  having  carried  her  to  Lisbon,  and  detained  her 
there  unnecessarily  for  such  a  length  of  time,  I  am  of  opinion  that 
they  are  liable  to  costs  and  damages,  deducting  the  expenses  which 
would  have  been  incurred  by  proceeding  here,  and  also  so  much 
time  as  would  have  been  necessary  for  that  purpose. 


[4  c.  Rob.  THE  OSTER  RISOER. 

195.] 

Conirahand— Freight— Ignorance  of  Master  as  to  Character  of  Cargo, 

The  master  of  a  ship  on  wliicli  contraband  goods  have  been  carried  is 
not  entitled  to  freight  in  respect  of  such  goods,  even  if  he  is  ignorant  of 
their  contraband  character. 

1S02  This  was  a  case  of  a  ship  carrying  sundry  articles  from  Riga  to 

Fehniary  11.  Amsterdam;  and,  amongst  the  rest,  a  quantity  of  sail-cloth, 
described  as  linen.  The  innocent  articles,  belonging  to  proprietors 
not  implicated  in  the  contraband  part  of  the  cargo,  were  restored. 
The  sail-cloth  was  condemned  as  contraband,  and  also  some  linseed 
included  in  the  same  claim. 

On  the  question  of  freight,  it  was  prayed  that  the  master  might 
be  allowed  his  freight,  even  of  the  contraband  articles,  on  a  sug- 
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gestion  that  he  was  totally  ignorant  of  the  contents  of  the  packages         I802 
desciibed  os  linen,  and  that  he  was  under  a  special  agreement,     ^  ^^^^     ' 
endorsed  on  the  bill  of  lading,  "  not  to  open  the  packages."  Thb  Osteb 

JtuSOES* 

On  the  other  side,  the  King* a  Advocate  and  Robimon  argued  that 
the  master  was  de  jure  the  agent  of  the  owners  in  respect  to  the 
ship,  and  capable  of  binding  them  by  his  conduct ;  that  if  the 
cargo  was  pronounced  contraband,  the  privity  and  conusance  of  the 
master  must  be  in  law  presumed,  so  as  to  affect  the  owners  with 
the  forfeiture  of  freight.  That  this  being  the  rule  of  law,  the 
master  was  not  at  liberty  to  bind  himself  to  a  voluntary  ignorance, 
by  which,  if  it  could  be  allowed  in  one  instance,  the  whole  penalty 
of  carrying  contraband  might  be  defeated.  A  master  erring  in 
judgment  as  to  the  nature  of  his  cargo  in  not  considering  it  as 
contraband,  could  not  protect  the  ship  from  loss  of  freight,  much 
less  could  such  effect  be  allowed  to  a  state  of  ignorance  of  the 
contents,  voluntarily  assimied  under  an  agreement,  which  was  itself 
sufficient  to  awaken  his  caution. 

Judgment — The  Court  held  that  the  master  could  not  be  per- 
mitted to  aver  his  ignorance ;  that  he  was  bound,  in  time  of  war, 
to  know  the  contents  of  his  cargo.  That  if  a  different  rule  could 
be  sustained,  it  might  be  applied  to  excuse  the  carrying  of  all  con- 
traband. 

Freight  for  goods  condemned  refused ;  freight  for  the  claims 
restored,  allowed  to  be  a  charge  upon  that  part  of  the  cargo,  the 
ship  and  goods  having  been  separated. 


THE  WILLIAM  (No.  1).  r^  c.  Rob. 

214.] 
Capture — Failure  to  Proceed  to  Adjudication — Monition, 

When  a  seizure  has  been  made,  and  the  captors  have  faUed  to  take 
proceedings,  they  will  be  ordered  to  proceed  to  adjudication. 

Court. — The  monition  that  has  issued  against  the  captors  is  "  to        I802 
proceed  to  adjudication."     They  object  that  no  claim  has  been     ^  '^^- — ^ 
given  by  the  parties  applying  for  the  process  of   the  Court. 


3S4  THE  TWEE  JUFFBOWEN. 

1802  Undoubtedly  it  is  the  usual  practice  for  a  party  to  give  in  his 
February  23.  ^^^  jj^  w^q  gpgj  instance ;  but  it  will  not  necessarily  vitiate  the 
ThbWilliak.  process  if  there  has  been  no  claim.  If  it  should  in  any  manner 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Court  that  a  seizure  had  been  made 
in  the  nature  of  prize,  and  that  no  proceedings  had  been  instituted, 
it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  Court  to  direct  proceedings  to  be  com- 
menced. In  common  condenmations  it  is  not  necessary  to  wait  for 
a  claim.  The  captors,  in  this  instance,  admit  all  that  is  necessary 
to  found  the  process  of  the  Court,  by  the  seizure  and  forcible 
possession ;  that  is  suflScient  to  oblige  them  to  proceed  to  adjudica- 
tion. Another  ground  that  has  been  taken  is,  "  that  the  captor  is 
not  liable  to  be  called  upon  to  proceed  to  adjudication,  because  he 
is  not  commissioned  against  the  Dutch,  and  that  the  cargo  was 
sent  over  here  by  the  Court  of  Bermuda,  under  a  suspicion  that  it 
was  Dutch  property,  and  on  bail  to  answer  all  questions."  The 
captor  had  taken  out  a  commission  against  the  French,  at  least ; 
and  non  constat,  that  this  cargo  might  not  be  French  property. 
The  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Bermuda  has  determined  nothing  on 
that  question,  but  rather  remitted  the  cause,  declining  to  decide 
upon  it ;  but,  if  the  captor  had  taken  out  no  commission,  is  he  to 
be  at  liberty  to  make  a  seizure,  without  being  responsible  to  the 
neutral  merchant,  because  he  is  non-commissioned,  and  cannot 
obtain  condemnation  to  himself  P  I  have  no  hesitation  in  over- 
ruling the  protest,  and  with  costs. 

Captors  directed  to  proceed  to  adjudication. 


[4 C.Rob.  THE    TWEE   JUFFROWEN. 

242.] 

Contraband — Pitch  and  Tar, 

Pitch  and  tar  are  contraband. 
1802  This  was  a  case  of  a  cargo  of  pitch  and  tar,  taken  in  a  Prussian 

Afar  eh  26  ox 

1^  ship  on  a  voyage  from  Embden  to  Dieppe,  and  claimed  as  the 

property  of  a  Prussian  merchant. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — I  take  it  to  be  the  established  doctrine  of  this 
Court  that  pitch  and  tar  are  universally  contraband  («)  unless  protected 

{fi)  See  aniey  p.  1, 
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by  treaty,  or  unless  it  is  shown  that  they  are  the  produce  of  the        I802 
country  from  which  they  are  exported,  in  which  latter  case  they     ^^^^^  ^^' 


are  considered  on  the  more  modem  and  lenient  application  of  the    ThbTwke 

rule  as  subject  to  pre-emption  only.    In  certain  instances,  where        

they  constitute  the  great  staple  commodity  of  the  exporting  ^"  ^'  ®*^**' 
coimtry,  as  of  Sweden,  the  presumption  may  be  allowed  in  favour 
of  the  claimant  without  absolute  proof;  but  in  respect  to  East 
Friesland,  or  any  part  of  Prussia,  the  same  presumption  does  not 
arise.  The  fact  is  not  proved  in  any  manner  by  the  claimant,  and 
I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  presimiption  is  on  the  other  side. 

With  respect  to  what  has  been  said  of  a  different  understanding 
prevailing  in  that  country,  I  am  afraid  it  is  not  the  only  instance 
in  which  our  exposition  of  the  law  of  nations  differs  from  what 
they  are  inclined  to  hold  upon  the  same  article ;  but  I  must 
remember  that  it  is  my  duty  to  adhere  to  what  I  understand  to  be 
the  exposition  authorized  by  the  former  decisions  of  this  Court, 
founded  on  general  and  disiuterested  views  of  the  subject. 

Under  that  exposition  I  think  myself  bound  to  pronounce  that 
this  cargo  is  subject  to  condenmation  as  consisting  of  such  articles 
as  pitch  and  tar,  which  are  not  shown  to  be  the  produce  of  the 
exporting  country. 


THE  CAEOLINA.  [4C.Rob. 

25C.] 
Neutral   Vessel — Employment  by  Bdligerent — Carriage  of  Troops — Duress — 
Liability  to  Condemnation^ 

A  nentral  vessel  employed  against  the  will  of  the  master  by  a  belli- 
gerent is  liable  to  condemnation  even  after  the  service  has  ceased,  if 
still  subservient  to  the  purposes  of  the  belligerent  (a). 

This  was  a  cfuse  on  petition  respecting  the  loss  of  a  Swedish        1^02 

vessel,  captured  at  the  taking  of  Alexandria  and  lost  in  the ! — 1 

possession  of  the  captors  before  she  had  been  brought  to  adjudi- 
cation. 

On  the  part  of  the  captors,  the  Eing*8  Advocate. 

On  the  part  of  the  claimants,  Laurence, 

(a)  See  the  Friendship,  post,  p.  599. 
R.  CC 
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1802            Sir  W.  Scxxtt. — This  ship  is  stated  by  the  master's  aooonnt  to 
1_  be  a  Swedish  ship,  chartered  by ,  of  Leghorn,  to  go  on  a 


Sip  W.  Soott. 


Thb  voyage  to  Civita  Veoehia,  with  other  common  covenants  not  to  go 
to  a  blockaded  port  or  to  carry  contraband  articles.  The  parti- 
culars of  his  representation  are,  "  that  on  the  26th  of  March,  1798, 
his  ship  was  chartered  by  P.  Jaumer,  a  merchant  of  Leghorn,  for 
four  months,  at  1,260  piastres  per  month,  to  go  on  a  trading 
voyage  between  Leghorn,  Civita  Vecchia,  and  the  adjacent  ports, 
as  the  freighter  should  direct,  with  the  exception  of  not  going  to 
French  ports  or  ports  that  were  blockaded,  and  also  of  not  carrying 
contraband  goods  or  stores  ;  that  he  sailed  accordingly  from 
Leghorn  to  Civita  Vecchia  on  the  9th  of  April,  1798,  and  on  his 
arrival  at  the  last-mentioned  port  was  informed  that  an  embargo 
had  been  laid  upon  all  vessels  in  that  port;  that  he  was  then 

summoned  before  the  French  agent  of ,  who  showed  him  a 

letter  from ,  addressed  to  the  said  master,  and  informing 

him  that  Citizen  D was  to  be  the  lader  of  the  cargo  in 

Civita  Vecchia,  and  that  he  must  hold  his  ship  in  readiness  at  the 
disposal  of  the  French  commissary."  He  then  states,  "that  he 
went  to  Rome  to  solicit  the  interference  of  the  Swedish  consul,  but 
could  not  find  him,  and  when  he  returned  he  found  his  ship  fitted 
up  as  a  transport ;  that,  being  imable  to  avoid  this  service,  he 
caused  an  insurance  to  be  made  for  the  benefit  of  his  owner,  and 
was  ordered  to  victual  his  vessel  for  two  months ;  that  he  took  on 
board  160  dragoons  and  sailed  with  67  other  vessels,  but  he  did  not 
know  on  what  destination ;  that  on  his  arrival  at  Alexandria  he 
applied  for  payment  and  for  his  discharge,  but  was  put  off."  It 
does  not  appear  that  the  master  made  any  protest  or  remonstrance 
against  this  service ;  but  rather  in  proof  of  his  voluntary  assent 
he  proceeded  to  insure  the  vessel,  and  to  provide  the  necessary 
provisions  for  the  voyage.  It  is  now,  however,  said  that  this  was 
an  act  under  duress,  and  that  it  is  a  by-gone  transaction.  On  the 
former  part  of  this  representation  my  opinion  is  that  a  man  cannot 
be  permitted  to  aver  that  he  was  an  involuntary  agent  m  such  a 
transaction.  If  an  act  of  force,  exercised  by  one  belligerent  on  a 
neutral  ship  or  person,  is  to  be  deemed  a  suflSoient  justification  for 
any  act  done  by  him  contrary  to  the  known  duties  of  the  neutral 
character,  there  would  be  an  end  of  any  prohibition  under  the  law 
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of  nations  to  cany  contraband  or  to  engage  in  any  other  hostile        I802 
act.     If  any  loss  is  sustained  in  such  a  service,  the  neutral  yielding     ^^  ^^' 
to  such  demands  must  seek  redress  against  the  government  that        Thb 

has  imposed  the  restraint  upon  him.     He  has  no  right  to  expect        

that  the  British  Government  should  pay  for  the  injustice  of  its    ^  *** 

public  enemy.  If  this  vessel  had  been  taken  in  delicto  I  should 
have  felt  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  she  must  have  been  subject 
to  condemnation.  Whether  the  troops  were  received  on  board 
voluntarily  or  involuntarily  could  make  no  difference. 

Then  as  to  its  being  a  by-gone  transaction ;  had  she  divested 
herself  of  the  character  of  a  French  transport?  Had  she  so  receded 
from  that  character,  as  is  represented  ?  She  was  remaining  under 
the  power  of  the  French  military  commander  as  much  as  ever. 
She  had  solicited  leave  to  depart,  but  could  not  obtain  it ;  and  if 
the  English  fleet  had  not  appeared,  she  might  have  been  employed 
to  carry  on  the  dragoons  to  some  other  place,  in  the  same  manner 
as  she  had  been  employed  before.  I  can  by  no  means  accede  ' 
to  the  description  given  in  argument,  or  oonLer  her  as  having 
removed  herself  from  all  taint  arisiDg  out  of  the  preceding 
contract.  When  the  British  fleet  appeared  before  Alexandria,  the 
British  commander  did,  with  a  tenderness  to  neutral  commerce 
which  is  highly  honourable  to  him,  give  liberty  to  neutral  vessels 
to  depart.  But  although  this  notice  was  given  in  general  terms  to 
neutral  ships,  it  was  not  given  absolutely  to  all  that  were  neutral 
in  bidld  and  property,  but  to  such  as  were  neutral  likewise  in  their 
conduct  and  were  acting  fairly  under  that  character.  The  very 
terms  of  the  letter  axe,  "to  all  such  as  are  legally  employed." 
This  ship  was  still  subservient  to  the  purposes  of  the  French  com- 
mander, who  refused  to  let  her  depart  till  the  arrival  of  the  British 
fleet  rendered  it  impossible  for  him  to  make  any  further  use  of  the 
vessel.  Under  these  circumstances,  what  right  or  pretence  had 
this  vessel  to  claim  the  privileges  which  belonged  only  to  those  who 
had  conducted  themselves  as  neutral,  or  to  claim  the  protection  of 
that  proclamation  ?  On  the  first  attempt  to  come  out  it  appears 
she  was  taken,  and  imder  circumstances  which  do,  in  my  opinion, 
fully  justify  the  seizure.  But,  it  is  said,  the  captors  were  in  fault 
for  not  proceeding  immediately  to  adjudication.  It  must  be  con- 
ceded, I  think,  as  a  reasonable  distinction,  that  commanders  acting 

cc2 
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1802         in  the  management  of  great  expeditions  oannot  be  tied  down 

^^^  ^^'      exactly  to  tlie  same  rules  by  which  individual  cruisers  are  directed 

The         to  proceed.     If  the  vessel  had  been  brought  to  adjudication,  so  far 

am  I  from  thinking  that  it  would  have  availed  the  claimants,  that 

Sir  W.  Scott,  jj.  patij^r  appears  to  me  there  ^ould  have  been  strong  grounds  on 
which  the  captors  might  have  been  entitled  to  condemnation.  It 
is  said  that  the  master  was  separated  from  his  ship ;  but  if  we  con- 
sider that  he  was  a  person  who  had  appeared  to  engage  his  vessel 
voluntarily  as  a  French  transport,  there  might  be  very  good 
reasons  why  it  would  not  be  improper  to  remove  such  a  person. 
On  the  whole,  I  can  by  no  means  hold  that  this  is  a  demand  fit  to 
be  enforced  in  this  Court. 

It  appears  that  there  were  on  board  some  bills  of  exchange  on 
the  French  Government,  and  it  is  made  part  of  the  prayer  of  the 
claimant  that  the  Court  will  direct  the  captors  to  deliver  them  up. 
On  what  grounds  can  it  be  expected  that  this  Court  will  busy 
itself  to  assist  in  enforcing  a  demand  for  what  is  to  be  considered 
as  the  prettum  IcescBfidei  ?  Is  there  a  principle  more  imiversal  than 
that  Courts  of  Justice  will  not  carry  into  effect  an  illegal  contract  P 
In  some  instances  it  may  have  been  doubted  whether  the  Court  of 
Prize  can  properly  take  notice  of  a  breach  of  our  own  municipal 
laws.  But  in  respect  to  the  law  in  question  before  us,  can  it  be 
said  that  the  Court  of  Admiralty  shall  lend  its  aid  to  carry  into 
effect  a  contract  which  is  in  direct  violation  of  the  law  of  nations, 
that  very  law  which  it  sits  to  administer  P  The  parties  must  resort 
to  the  French  Government,  and  settle  their  accounts  with  them  as 
well  as  they  can.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  rejecting  the  whole  of 
this  petition,  with  costs  of  the  petition  against  the  claimant  (a). 

(a)  It  has  since  been  determined  August  llth,  1803,  it  was  decided, 

in  several  instances  that  a  Britisli  after  long  deliberation,  that  property 

subject  cannot  come  before  a  Court  oondenmed  in   consequence  of   the 

of  Prize  to  claim  property  taken  in  a  inadmissibility  of  such  a  claim,  is  to 

course  of  trade  which  is  forbidden  be  condemned  not  to  the  individual 

by  the  laws  of  his  country ;   and  captor,  but  to  the  King, 
in  the  case  of  the  Etrusco,  Lords, 
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268.] 
Re-capture— Salvage— L<m  of  Ship  and  Cargo  by  Accident— Incidence  of  Loss, 

When  a  re-captured  ship  and  cargo  were  cu^cidentally  destroyed  by 
fire  after  a  decree  of  restitution,  the  ship  haying  been  appraised  but 
not  the  cargo.  Held,  first,  that  salvage  on  the  ship  should  be  decreed 
on  the  appraised  value;  second,  that  the  owners  of  the  cargo  and  the 
re-captors  must  bear  the  loss  of  the  cargo. 

This  was  a  case  respecting  a  ship  and  cargo  re-oaptured  from  the        I802 
enemy,  and  restored  to  the  proprietor,  on  bail,  to  answer  salvage,    -^^y  ^^»  ^^- 
but  destroyed  by  fire  before  the  appraisement  of  the  cargo  had 
been  completed.    The  question  was,  whether  the  re-captor  was 
entitled  to  salvage  according  to  the  value  before  or  after  the 
accident. 

For  the  re-captors,  the  Eingh  Advocate  and  SewelL 
On  the  other  side,  Swabey, 

19th  May. 

Sir  W.  Scorr. — This  question  arises  on  an  accident,  which 
carries  with  it  neither  censure  nor  penalty  to  the  parties  concerned. 
Owing  to  accident,  more  than  to  the  fault  of  any  party,  the  ship 
and  cargo  were  consimied  by  fire  in  the  harbour  of  Lisbon.  As 
both  ship  and  cargo  were  property  taken  out  of  the  hand  of  the 
enemy,  they  were,  though  neutral  property,  to  be  restored  on 
salvage,  according  to  the  usage  of  the  present  war.  A  commission 
was  necessarily  extracted  for  the  valuation  of  the  property.  As  to 
the  ship,  it  had  abeady  been  executed ;  but  on  the  cargo  it  had 
only  been  begun,  when  a  fire  broke  out  on  the  2nd  of  September, 
and  consumed  the  whole  property.  The  question  is,  by  what 
valuation  the  salvage  is  to  be  decreed  P  Whether  according  to  the 
value  of  what  may  be  remaining,  or  according  to  the  valuation  of 
an  appraisement,  such  as  can  now  be  made  upon  the  original  value 
of  the  property,  miaffected  by  any  such  accident. 

The  Court  had  decreed  restitution,  and  had  issued  a  commission 
of  appraisement,  by  which  two  shipwrights  had  been  appointed  to 
appraise  the  vessel,  and  two  brokers  to  appraise  the  cargo.    It  is 
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1802  stated  on  one  side  in  the  act,  "that  the  commissioners  for  the 
^^  ^^*  ^^'  cargo  went  on  board,  and  finding  the  prize-master  absent  returned 
The  Thkkb  back ;  that  they  went  a  second  time,  but  did  not  proceed  to  busi- 
—  '  ness  for  the  same  reason,  because  the  prize-master  was  not  on 
IT  w.  Scott.  ]jQ3j(j^  On  the  same  evening  the  fire  broke  out  and  oonsimied  the 
remainder  of  the  goods."  It  is,  I  perceive,  represented  a  little 
differently  on  the  other  side.  There  it  is  alleged  "that  the 
prize-master  was  withdrawn,  and  that  the  ship  and  cargo  had  been 
put  into  the  possession  of  the  former  master,  for  the  account  of  the 
respective  proprietors."  With  respect  to  the  ship,  it  appears  that 
the  appraisement  had  been  completed,  and  only  waited  to  be  con- 
firmed by  the  Court.  On  that  point,  therefore,  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  considering  the  appraisement  as  substantially  executed,  and  the 
ship  as  restored  to  the  possession  of  the  owner.  I  shall  therefore 
feel  no  diflSculty  in  pronouncing  for  salvage,  according  to  the  entire 
value  of  the  ship  so  ascertained  by  appraisement. 

The  difficulty  arises  as  to  the  cargo.  A  case  has  been  cited  from 
the  last  war,  which  I  remember  perfectly  well.  It  was  the  case  of 
a  ship  (a)  brought  into  the  Thames,  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  the 
cargo  to  the  London  market.  The  Court  in  that  case  was  of 
opinion,  as  I  understood,  that  the  removal  took  place  under  a  joint 
speculation  of  advantage,  as  to  the  most  beneficial  manner  of  dis- 
posing of  the  cargo.  The  ship  was  considered  as  detained  for  the 
advantage  of  both,  and  consequently  at  the  risk  of  both,  and  there- 
fore the  re-captors  were  to  be  affected  with  the  loss^ro  raid  upon 
an  accident  of  the  like  nature  which  took  place  in  the  Eiver 
Thames. 

But  is  that  decision  a  direct  authority  for  the  present  case  P  I 
cannot  think  that  it  is ;  for  here  no  agreement  appears  to  have 
been  entered  into  between  the  parties ;  the  necessary  measures  were 
proceeding  in  the  ordinary  course  of  the  practice  of  this  Court, 
without  being  influenced  in  any  manner  by  the  agreement  of  the 
parties.  A  caae  depending  on  the  agreement  of  the  parties  cannot, 
therefore,  be  cited  as  an  absolute  authority  for  a  osae  proceeding 
only  imder  the  ordinary  practice  of  the  Court. 

Then  it  comes  to  be  a  question  what  is  the  actual  liability  of  the 

(a)  Oreighton,  Lords,  8th  February,  1782. 
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cargo  under  such  oiroumstanoeSi  independent  of  any  agreement — I        I802 
do  not  mean  a  penal  liability,  but  a  mere  liability  as  to  the  extent    ^^^  ^^>  ^^' 
of  the  salvage  charged  upon  it,  for  no  party  is  in  delicto  or  answer-    The  Thbeb 

able  for  any  wrong  imputed.     That  question  must  be  determined        

by  considering  in  whose  custody  the  cargo  then  was ;  whether  it  ^^^'  ®<^**- 
was  so  completely  restored  to  the  exclusive  possession  of  the 
claimants  as  that  the  Court  and  the  other  party  had  lost  all  power 
and  control  over  it ;  or  whether  it  was  still  in  the  possession  of  the 
Court  by  its  commissioners  or  by  the  agents  of  the  parties  P  For 
it  makes  no  great  difference,  in  my  apprehension,  whether  the 
prize-master  was  still  on  board  or  waa  withdrawn  with  a  view  of 
accommodating  the  other  party,  if  those  who  were  put  into  his 
place  are  to  be  considered  as  being  there  by  the  consent  of  the  re- 
captor,  and  pro  hoc  vice  as  much  his  agents  as  agents  of  the 
claimants. 

On  this  point  I  am  disposed  to  think  that  the  property  was  still  in 
the  possession  of  the  commissioners  of  the  Court,  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain the  value  before  the  claimant  could  be  remitted  into  complete 
possession.  The  ship  might  have  been  taken  away ;  but  could  the 
owner  of  the  cargo  have  taken  that  away  P  Unquestionably  not. 
The  cargo  was  to  remain  till  the  value  could  be  ascertained,  and 
must  during  that  time  be  considered  to  be  in  the  custody  of  the 
Court.  If  the  commissioners  constituted  the  master  of  the  ship  to 
be  keeper  of  the  cargo  whilst  it  was  under  their  care  and  manage- 
ment, it  does  not  divest  them  of  the  legal  custody.  With  them  the 
legal  possession  must  remain  till  the  purpose  of  the  commission 
was  executed,  and  whatever  happens  during  that  interval  must  be 
at  the  common  risk  of  both  parties.  What  is  the  fact  during  such 
a  situation  P  The  prize-master  is  usually  continued  on  board,  and 
if  in  one  instance  he  is  withdrawn,  still  the  person  to  whom  his 
possession  has  devolved  must  be  taken  to  be  substituted  in  his 
place.  The  property  must  stiU  be  considered  as  in  the  power  of 
the  Court,  till  the  value  is  ascertained  on  which  the  decree  is 
ultimately  to  be  founded. 

But  there  has  been  a  return  made  since  the  accident  of  a  valua- 
tion, which  is  in  fact  nothing  less  than  an  appraisement,  estimated 
partly  by  conjecture  and  partly  by  the  invoice  charges,  above 
twelve  months  after  the  property  itself  has  been  consumed.    Who 
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1802  can  say  that  this  is  a  fair  mode  of  valuation,  or  that  there  had  been 
May  13, 19.  neither  deterioration  nor  embezzlement  ?  If  the  invoice  alone  could 
Thb  Thbbb    be  deemed  conclusive  as  to  value,  all  the  purposes  of  a  commission 

*      of  appraisement  would  be  entirely  useless.     The  return  of  the 

SirW.  Sootfc.  commission  itself  states,  "that  some  part  of  the  flax  had  been 
damaged  by  water,  and  was  on  that  account  obliged  to  be  un- 
packed " ;  from  which  it  appears  on  the  very  face  of  this  trans- 
action that  the  invoice  cannot  be  taken  as  a  just  meajsure  of  the 
real  value. 

On  the  whole  circumstances  of  this  unfortunate  case,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  till  the  valuation  was  taken  the  intervening  accident 
must  be  held  to  be  at  the  risk  of  the  joint  property  remaining 
under  the  custody  of  the  Court  for  the  purposes  of  justice,  and 
therefore  that  the  loss  must  fall  upon  both  parties  in  the  propor- 
tion of  their  several  interests. 


[4  c.  Rob,  THE  FORTUNA  (No.  1). 

278.]  ^  ^ 

Pradice — Freight — Caveat  against  Payment  Out — Ca^twre — .RigM  to  FreigM, 

After  a  decree  of  restitation,  and  whilst  the  proceeds  are  in  Court,  a 
party  desiring  to  prevent  payment  out  may  lodge  a  cavecU,  but  must 
also  at  once  apply  to  the  Court  on  the  matter. 

When  captors  had  taken  the  ship  to  its  destination,  where  the  cargo 
was  discharged :  Held,  that  they  were  entitled  to  the  freight  due. 

1802  This  was  a  case  on  petition  of  the  captors,  praying  to  be  allowed 

'^^^^  ^^'  freight  for  a  cargo  which  had  been  restored  as  neutral  property. 
The  demand  for  freight  was  founded  on  a  suggestion  that  the  ship, 
which  had  been  condenmed,  had  actually  performed  the  contract  of 
the  original  afiEreightment  by  carrying  the  cargo  to  the  place  of  its 
destination.  It  had  been  objected  on  a  former  day  that  as  the 
decree  of  restitution  had  passed  without  any  order  respecting 
freight,  it  was  not  competent  for  the  Court  now  to  entertain  a  new 
suit  on  property  which  had  actually  been  restored. 

In  answer  to  that  objection,  it  was  said  that,  although  a  decree 
of  restitution  had  passed,  the  proceeds  had  not  been  paid  out  of  the 
registry ;  that  so  long  as  they  were  in  the  custody  of  the  Court,  it 
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was  competent  for  the  Court  to  make  a  new  order  respecting        I802 
them.  ^"^^^^ 


It  appeared  that  after  the  decree  of  restitution  had  passed,  the  ThhFobtun 
proctor  for  the  captor  had  entered  a  caveat  in  the  registry  warning 
the  registrar  not  to  pay  out  the  proceeds,  and  then  the  demand  for 
freight  was  instituted  on  the  part  of  the  captors.  On  the  former 
day,  when  this  was  stated,  the  Court  reserved  the  cause  for  further 
consideration  on  this  part  of  the  case. 

On  this  day.  Court. — ^I  am  of  opinion  that  the  cargo  still  remain- 
ing in  the  hands  of  the  Court  is  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Court,  not- 
withstanding the  decree  of  restitution  which  has  parsed.  It  was  the 
intention  of  the  Court,  not  being  apprised  of  any  further  demand, 
that  the  proceeds  should  be  paid  out ;  but  that  decree  has  not  been 
carried  into  effect.  I  must  observe,  however,  in  reference  to  what 
has  been  done  in  this  case,  that  when  there  is  a  decree  of  the  Court 
for  restitution  it  is  not  to  be  obstructed  by  the  mere  caveat  of  the 
party.  Notice  shotdd  be  given  to  the  Court,  whose  duty  it  is  to 
look  to  the  prompt  execution  of  its  decrees.  If  there  is  any  delay 
interposed  it  should  be  notified  to  the  Court. 

^Regutrar. — ^Parties  enter  their  caveat,  and  warn  me  not  to  pay 
out  the  proceeds.] 

I  think  the  party  has  no  absolute  right  to  do  that.  He  may 
enter  it  provisionally,  and  then  come  before  the  Court  and  state 
his  reasons  why  the  proceeds  should  not  be  paid  out ;  but  I  cannot 
think  that  it  is  correct  practice  for  the  individual  to  stop  the  pay- 
ment absolutely,  and  as  long  as  he  pleases,  without  the  authority 
of  this  Court  or  of  any  other  Court  which  may  legally  interfere. 
It  may  be  a  fit  subject  for  a  general  rule.  At  present,  in  this 
particular  case,  as  the  cargo  is  still  in  the  hands  of  the  Court,  I  am 
of  opinion  that  it  is  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Court,  and  that  the 
question  is  fit  to  be  entertained. 

On  the  particular  question  in  this  cause,  Laurowe  for  the 
captors. 

The  King's  Advocate,  contra. 
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1802  Sir  W.  Soott. — ^This  is  the  case  of  a  sliip  which  had  carried  a 

^^*^  ^^'      cargo  of  com  to  Lisbon,  the  original  port  of  destination.     In  snoh 


ThbFobtuwa.  a  case  I  apprehend  the  rule  to  be  that  the  captor  is  entitled  to 
Sir  W.  Soott.  freight,  and  on  the  same  principle  on  which  he  would  be  held  not 
to  be  entitled  where  he  does  not  proceed  and  perform  the  original 
voyage.  The  specific  contract  is  performed  in  the  one  case,  and 
not  performed  in  the  other.  It  is  the  rule  of  practice  laid  down  in 
the  case  of  the  Vryheidj  a  case  perfectly  within  my  recollection  as 
a  case  very  deliberately  considered  at  the  cockpit  (a).  It  is  conform- 
able to  the  text  law,  and  the  opinion  of  eminent  jurists.  "  Quod 
additur  de  vecturse  pretiis  solvendis  (says  Bynkerahoek)  (6),  ejus 
juris  rationem  non  adsequor.  Satis  intelligo,  qui  navem  hostilem 
occupant,  etiam  occupasse  omne  jus  quod  navi,  sive  navarcho 
debebatur,  ob  merces  translatas  in  portum  destinatum.  Proponitur 
autem,  navem  in  ipso  itinere  fuisse  captam.  Eccur  igitur  oapienti 
solvam  mercedesP  Si  qui  cepit  navem,  eam  cum  merdbus  in 
locum  destinatum  perducere  paratus  sit,  ejus  juris  rationem  intel- 
ligerem,  ceteroquin  non  intelligo  (c)." 

In  the  case  of  the  Vryheid  {d)j  all  the  considerations  that  could 
be  applied  to  this  question  were  fully  canvassed,  and  it  was  then 
recognised  as  the  true  rule  that  the  captor  who  has  performed  the 
contract  of  the  vessel  is,  as  a  matter  of  right,  and  de  curm,  entitled 
to  freight,  although,  if  he  has  done  anything  to  the  injury  of  the 
property,  or  has  been  guilty  of  any  misconduct,  he  may  remain 
answerable  for  the  effect  of  such  misconduct,  or  injury,  in  the  way 
of  a  set-ofi  against  him. 

The  case  then  is  reduced  to  a  question,  whether  the  captor,  in 
this  instance,  has  done  anything  to  forfeit  the  right  which,  under 
the  general  rule,  he  had  acquired  P  He  had  made  a  capture  which 
is  fully  justified  by  the  condemnation  of  the  ship,  and  by  the  order 
for  further  proof  as  to  the  cargo.  He  carried  the  cargo  to  Lisbon, 
where  the  consignee  was  put  into  possession,  though  informally, 
and  apparently  without  any  shadow  of  right,  by  the  hand  of  the 
Portuguese  Government.    Such  interference  was,  however,  given 

(a)  See  the  Diana,  post,  p.  425.  lation  of  the  Consolato,  c.  273.    See 

(h)  Q.  J.  P.  1,  ell.  13.  Collectanea  Maritima,  sections  6,  7, 

(c)  Bynkershoek  ia,  in  this  passage  8  of  the  273rd  chap, 

discussing  the  propriety  of  the  regu-  (d)  Lords,  23rd  April,  1784. 
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at  the  Boit  of  the  oonsignee  of  the  cargo,  and  by  these  means  that        1802 
consignee  obtained  possession  of  it.    Being  a  cargo  of  com,  it  was      '^"''^  ^^' 
necessary  that  it  should  be  sold.     The  sale  was  entrusted  to  Mr.  ThsFobtuna. 
Paxton  by  the  agreement  of  both  parties,  and  under  a  condition,  sirwTsoott. 
as  it  is  stated,  that  the  proceeds  should  remain  in  his  hands  till  a 
sentence  of  final  adjudication  could  be  obtained.     This  gentleman 
is  therefore  to  be  taken  as  the  common  depository  of  both  parties. 
When  it  is  said  that  the  captor  did  not  bring  in  the  proceeds  so 
soon  as  was  required  of  him,  we  must  consider  whether  it  was  in 
his  power.     The  proceeds  were  left  in  the  hands  of  this  house  at 
Lisbon,  with  the  consent  of  the  consignee,  and  they  have  not  been 
transmitted.    So  that  what  has  been  brought  in  at  last,  is  an 
advance  made  out  of  the  private  f imds  of  the  captor.     If  there  has 
been  any  error  in  these  proceedings,  it  has  been  the  common  error 
of  both  parties.     Under  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  captor  has  not  forfeited  the  interest  which  he  had 
acquired. 

Freight  decreed  to  the  captor. 


THE  DEE  MOHR  (No.  2).  [4  c.  Rob. 

^  ^  314.] 

Freight — Vessd  Lost  through  Negligence  of  Captor — Beetitution, 

When  a  vessel  was  lost  throtLgh  the  negligence  of  the  captor^s  agent, 
and  a  decree  of  restitution  was  made  against  the  captor,  he  was  held  to 
be  also  liable  for  the  freight. 

This  was  a  question  respecting  the  freight  of  a  ship  lost  by  the        1^02 

December  14, 


negligence  of  the  prize  master.  On  the  former  hearing  the  ship 
had  been  decreed  to  be  restored  in  value,  with  freight  to  be  a 
charge  on  the  cargo,  which  was  ultimately  condemned  for  want 
of  further  proof.  The  freight  was  reported  by  the  registrar  and 
merchants  at  the  sum  of  1,000/.  The  proceeds  of  that  part  of  the 
cargo  which  had  been  saved  amounted  only  to  600/. 

On  a  motion  now  made  for  an  attachment  against  the  captor  to 
pay  the  balance,  the  King* 8  Advocate  for  the  captor. 

On  the  other  side,  Sioabet/  and  Robinson. 
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1802  Sir  W.  Scott. — ^In  an  unfortunate  case  like  the  present,  the 

Beeember  14.    Court  would  certainly  be  disposed  to  give  the  captor  all  possible 

Thb         relief ;  but  I  need  not  add  that  no  relief  is  possible,  which  cannot 

be  given  consistently  with  the  justice  due  to  the  claimant.     The 

SirW.  Scott,  demand  of  freight  is,  I  apprehend,  an  absolute  demand  in  oases 
where  the  ship  is  pronoimced  to  be  innocently  employed.  This 
vessel  was  captured  coming  from  an  enemy's  port,  under  a  suspicion 
of  having  on  board  the  property  of  the  enemy;  a  cargo,  never- 
theless, which  she  had  a  perfect  right  to  carry,  provided  it  was  not 
attended  with  any  circumstances  of  ill  faith  or  unneutral  conduct. 
No  imputation  of  fraud  or  improper  conduct  has  been  thrown  upon 
her.  On  the  other  side  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the  seizure  was 
perfectly  justifiable ;  the  ship  was  sent  in  under  very  proper  orders 
from  Captain  Talbot,  but  unfortunately  his  orders  were  very 
improperly  executed  by  the  person  to  whom  they  were  given. 

On  the  principle  of  law,  however,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
freight  must  be  taken  as  having  become  as  much  the  property  of 
the  neutral  claimant  as  the  ship  itself.  The  captor  took  cum  onere. 
If  the  loss  had  happened  by  accident  only  in  bringing  in,  the 
captor,  having  made  a  justifiable  seizure,  would  not  have  been 
liable  to  any  restitution,  either  for  the  freight  or  for  the  ship ;  but 
the  Court  has  already  pronoimced  this  loss  not  to  have  arisen 
from  any  casual  misfortune.  The  freight  is  as  much  a  part  of  the 
loss  as  the  ship,  for  he  was  bound  to  answer  equally  for  both. 
The  captor  has,  by  taking  possession  of  the  whole  cargo,  deprived 
the  claimant  of  the  fund  to  which  his  security  was  fixed.  He  was 
bound  to  bring  in  that  cargo  subject  to  the  demand  for  freight. 
He  was  just  as  answerable  for  the  freight  of  the  voyage  as  for  the 
ship  which  was  to  earn  it,  or  which  was  rather  to  be  considered  as 
having  already  earned  it.  In  the  room  of  this  fund  the  captor  has 
substituted  his  own  personal  responsibility,  for  the  loss  accrues  by 
the  fault  of  his  agent.  I  see  no  distinction  under  which  I  can 
pronounce  that  the  claimant  is  not  as  much  entitled  to  the  freight 
as  to  the  vessel. 

With  respect  to  the  attachment  that  is  prayed  against  Captain 
Talbot,  as  long  as  a  hope  is  held  out  that  the  assistance  of  govern- 
ment may  be  obtained  in  aid  of  the  actual  captor  it  will  be  better 
to  let  this  matter  stand  over.    There  must  undoubtedly  be  a  time 
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when  this  forbearance  must  terminate,  whatever  the  consequences        I802 
may  be ;  but  at  present  I  will  content  myself  by  pronouncing  that      ^^^  ^  ^^' 
the  whole  freight  is  due,  in  value,  from  the  captor  (a).  1^ 


SirW.  Scott. 


THE  ODIN  (No.  2). 

Joint  Capture — C<mstructive  Co-operation — Boats.  [*  ^-  ^^• 

319*J 

The  principle  of  constructiye  joint  capture  by  which  a  ship  of  war 
which  is  in  eight  at  the  time  of  the  capture  of  an  enemy  ship  is  entitled 
to  a  share  of  the  prize,  does  not  apply  to  the  case  of  a  boat,  or  to  the 
ship  to  which  such  boat  belongs,  by  reason  of  such  boat  being  in  sight. 

This  was  a  question  respecting  a  claim  of  joint  capture,  inter-        ^^^^ 
posed  on  the  part  of  the  Royal  Admiral  to  shore  in  this  prize,   — — — 1- 
condemned. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — This  question  arises  on  the  admission  of  an 
allegation  given  on  the  part  of  the  Royal  Admiral^  being  a  private 
ship  of  war,  an  East  India  ship  duly  commissioned  by  letter  of 
marque,  claiming  to  share  in  the  capture  of  the  Odin 

Then  no  effectual  assistance  having  been  shown,  and  the  dis- 
inclination of  the  Trusty  having  been  proved,  the  whole  case  is 
reduced  to  the  question  of  law,  whether  in  the  case  of  a  private 
ship  of  war,  and  a  King's  ship  lying  in  harbour,  and  sending  out 
their  boats  to  make  a  capture,  the  boat  of  the  private  ship  of  war 
so  sent  out,  but  not  coming  up  at  the  time  of  capture,  can  found  a 
title  to  share  in  the  capture  made  by  the  boat  of  the  Eing's  ship 
on  the  mere  principle  of  being  in  sight  P  I  know  of  no  case  that 
would  sustain  such  a  claim.  The  principle  of  constructive  assist- 
ance has  been  altogether  thought  to  have  been  .carried  somewhat 
&r ;  and  the  later  inclination  of  Courts  of  Justice  has  been  rather 
to  restrain  than  extend  the  rule.  Between  private  ships  of  war 
and  King's  ships  the  rule  of  law  has  always  been  held  more 
strictly,  and  it  has  not  been  the  doctrine  of  the  Admiralty  to  raise 
constructive  assistance  so  easily  between  them  as  between  King's 
ships.  If  the  competition  had  been  between  two  King's  ships,  it 
would,  in  my  opinion,  be  highly  questionable  whether  a  boat  so 

(a)  On  a  subsequent  day  it  was     the  payment  of  the  amount  of  this 
stated  to  the  Court  that  directions     restitution  in  aid  of  the  captor, 
had  been  given  by  government  for 
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1803  sent  out  could  support  a  title  to  share  on  the  mere  principle  of 
^^^^'  being  in  sight. 
The  Odiw.  There  is,  I  think,  a  very  solid  ground  of  distinction  between  the 
SirW.  Soott.  claims  of  a  boat  in  the  diGFerent  cases  of  an  actual  and  a  con- 
structive capture.  Where  a  boat  actually  takes,  the  ship  to  which 
it  belongs  has  done  by  means  of  this  boat  all  that  it  could  have  done 
by  the  direct  use  of  its  own  force.  In  the  case  of  mere  construc- 
tive  capture,  the  construction  which  is  laid  upon  the  supposed 
intimidation  of  the  enemy,  and  the  encouragement  of  the  friend, 
from  a  ship  of  war  being  seen,  or  within  sight  of  a  capture,  applies 
very  weakly  to  the  case  of  a  boat — an  object  that  attracts  little 
notice  upon  the  water,  and  whose  character,  even  if  discerned  by 
either  of  the  other  parties,  may  be  totally  unknown  to  both. 
More  imreasonable  still  would  this  be  upon  actual  captors  if  the 
constructive  co-operation  of  such  an  object  would  give  an  interest 
to  the  entire  ship  to  which  it  belonged.  Where  a  ship  is  in  sight, 
she  is  conceived  to  co-operate  in  the  proportion  of  her  force.  But 
what  room  is  there  for  such  a  presumption  where  she  co-operates 
only  by  the  force  of  her  boat  ? 

I  am  not  in  possession  of  any  case  in  which  a  boat,  without  any 
actual  assistance  or  previous  concert,  has  been  held,  from  being  in 
sight  only,  to  be  entitled  to  share  as  a  joint  captor,  even  to  the 
extent  of  the  persons  actually  composing  the  boat's  crew,  much 
less  to  establish  a  claim  of  joint  capture  for  the  whole  ship  to 
which  the  boat  belongs.  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  any  prece- 
dent to  that  effect ;  nor  has  any  been  produced  by  the  counsel,  in 
consequence  of  the  inquiry  which  I  directed  to  be  made.  Extremely 
different  in  principle  is  such  a  case  from  the  case  of  two  ships,  on 
the  grounds  which  I  have  already  stated  (a). 
I  am  of  opinion,  both  on  principle  and  authority,  that  where  no 

[I  Dods.  18.  (a)  In  the  La  Bdle  Coquelte,  first  thing  to  be  done  then  is  to  esta- 
February  12th,  1811,  the  Court  blish  the  interest  of  the  boats.  Con- 
decided  this  point  in  the  follow-  structiYe  assistance  by  boats  cannot 
ing  -words :  **  There  being  a  failure  entitle  the  ships  to  which  they  belong 
in  the  proof  that  the  prize  was  seen  to  share  in  the  prize,  though  actual 
from  on  board  the  Tovmantf  her  claim  capture  by  the  boats  would  be  suffi- 
must  necessarily  depend  upon  the  cient  for  that  purpose,  for  they  are  a 
fact  of  the  capture  having  been  part  of  the  force  of  the  ship." 
actually  made  by  her  boats.     The 
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antecedent  agreement  is  proved  to  have  taken  place,  a  vessel  lying        1803 
in  harbour  cannot  be  entitled  to  share  in  a  capture  made  out  of  the        ^^    ' 
harbour  by  the  circumstance  of  her  boat  being  merely  in  sight.     I    The  Odin. 
have  ahready  expressed  my  opinion  that  this  was  a  capture  made  SirW.  Scott, 
out  of  the  harbour  of  St.  Helena.    I  am  therefore  disposed  to 
reject  this  allegation  (a),  in  the  first  instance,  as  one  that  cannot 
benefit  the  parties  if  it  is  admitted  to  go  to  proof.     It  is  a  case, 
however,  very  proper  to  be  brought  before  the  Court,  and  one  in 
which  I  think  the  parties  may  justly  be  allowed  their  expenses. 


THE  VEOW  HENRICA. 

Capture — Neutral  Ship — Condemnation  of  Cargo— Freight — Expenees, 

Wlien  a  neutral  ship  trading  between  the  ports  of  two  belligerents 
was  captured  and  ordered  to  be  restored,  but  the  cargo  was  condemned. 
Heldf  that  the  proceeds  of  cargo  being  insufficient  to  pay  the  freight  and 
the  captor's  expenses  in  full,  the  captor  was  entitled  to  his  legal  expenses 
as  a  first  charge  on  the  proceeds,  and  that  the  freight  should  rank  next, 
and  before  other  expenses. 

This  was  a  case  of  a  Danish  vessel,  taken  on  a  voyage  from 
Valencia  to  London.  The  ship  had  been  restored  with  freight  to 
be  a  charge  on  the  cargo,  which  was  condemned,  but  the  proceeds 
not  being  sufficient  to  pay  the  freight  and  the  expenses  of  the 
captor,  it  was  prayed  on  the  part  of  the  neuti*al  ship  that  the 
priority  of  payment  might  be  given  to  freight,  on  the  authority  of 
the  Bremen  Flugge  (6). 

The  King* 8  Advocate  for  the  captors. 

Laurence^  contra. 


(a)  In  the  case  of  the  Nancy 
(Lords,  1st  December,  1803),  this 
same  question  was  brought  to  the 
decision  of  the  Lords  of  Appeal  in 
an  allegation  offered  on  the  part  of 
the  Boydl  Admiral  stating  nearly  the 
same  facts  as  are  set  forth  in  the 
preceding  recital — ^but  concluding 
with  an  averment  of  rather  a  stronger 
case — that  the  boat's  crew  of  the 
Royal  Admiral  came  up  very  soon 
after  the  boat  of  the  Trusty ^  and  were 
admitted  on  board  the  Nancy ^  and 


did  actually  render  assistance  by 
navigating  the  ship  into  port,  and 
bringing  her  to  an  anchor  in  the 
harbour  of  St.  Helena ;  and  further 
that  the  respective  ships  the  Royal 
Admiral  and  the  Trusty  were  lying 
at  anchor  at  St.  Helena,  and  were 
within  sight,  and  seen  by  the  officers 
and  crew  of  the  Nancy  at  the  time  of 
the  capture.  The  Court  of  Appeal 
rejected  the  allegation  as  not  suffi- 
cient in  law  to  support  the  demand. 
(6)  See  ante,  p.  356. 


[4  C.  Rob. 
843.] 


1803 
May  6. 
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SirW.  Soott. 


1803  Sir  "W".  Soott. — I  have  considered  the  cases  (a)  which  I  directed 

^H—l —  to  be  looked  up,  and  I  see  no  reason  to  alter  the  opinion  which  I 

TmVBov  before  expressed  that  freight  is,  in  all  ordinary  cases,  a  lien  which 
is  to.  take  place  of  all  others.  The  captor  takes  cum  onere :  it 
is  the  allowed  privilege  of  neutral  trade  to  carry  the  property  of 
the  enemy,  subject  to  its  capture  and  to  the  temporary  detention 
of  his  vessel ;  and  if  the  party  does  not  prevaricate,  or  conduct 
himself  in  any  respect  with  ill-faith,  he  is  entitled  to  his  freight. 
This  is  the  rule  which  I  am  disposed  to  apply  in  all  cases  of  neutral 
ships  carrying  on  their  ordinary  commerce.  It  is  the  general  rule, 
which  may  nevertheless  be  liable  to  be  altered  by  circumstances. 
There  is  one  class  of  cases  to  which  I  think  it  ought  not  to  be 
applied :  I  mean  the  case  of  ships  carrying  on  a  trade  between 
ports  of  allied  enemies — a  trade  which  may  be  said  to  arise  in  a 
great  measure  out  of  the  circumstances  of  the  war,  though  not 
altogether.  I  say  not  altogether,  because  such  a  trade  exists  in  a 
limited  degree  in  times  of  peace. 

In  such  a  course  of  trade,  although  the  Court  has  not  altogether 
refused  freight  to  the  neutral  ship,  yet  it  may  not  think  it  unrea- 
sonable that  the  captor  should,  in  preference,  be  entitled  to  his 
expenses,  inasmuch  as  the  nature  of  such  a  trade  cannot  but  very 
much  influence  the  judgment  which  he  must  unavoidably  form  of  his 
duty  to  bring  in  the  cargo  for  adjudication.  In  the  present  case  the 
voyage  is  not  between  the  ports  of  allied  enemies,  but  between  the 
ports  of  two  belligerents,  from  Valencia  to  London ;  that  consti- 
tutes, I  think,  a  sort  of  middle  case,  with  respect  to  the  obligation 
by  which  the  captor  might  conceive  himself  bound  to  bring  the 
cargo  to  adjudication.  There  might  be  a  presumption  undoubtedly 
that  the  property  belonged  to  the  enemy  exporter.  But  there  is  a 
foundation  also  for  presuming  that  it  might  belong  to  the  con- 
signee, and  that  it  would  not  have  been  sent  on  a  destination  to 
this  country  but  under  the  protection  of  a  licence. 

It  is  therefore  a  case  of  a  mixed  nature,  to  which  I  shall  apply 
a  sort  of  a  middle  judgment.  I  will  allow  the  captor  his  law 
expenses,  and  direct  the  other  expenses  to  be  postponed  to  the 
payment  of  freight. 

(a)  Not  reported. 
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THE  MARIA  (No.  2).  [*  c.  Rob. 

348.1 

THE  VEOW  JOHANNA  (No.  2). 

Captor — Liability  for  Loss  of  Ooods  withotU  Negligence, 

If  a  captor  uses  due  diligence  he  is  not  liable  for  the  loss  of  captured 
property.  Therefore,  held,  that  when  a  cargo  ordered  by  the  Court  to 
be  restored  was  stolen  from  a  proper  warehouse  before  restoration,  the 
captor  was  not  liable  for  such  loss. 

This  was  a  question  respecting  the  responsibility  of  the  captors        1803 
to  account  for  certain  goods  which  had  been  restored  by  a  decree      ^^^  ^^- 
of  the  Court,  but  which  had  been  stolen  from  the  warehouses 
where  they  were  deposited,  under  the  joint  locks  of  the  officers  of 
the  Customs  and  the  agents  of  the  captor. 

On  the  part  of  the  claimant  it  was  prayed  that  the  captors  might 
be  decreed  to  make  restitution  in  value. 

For  the  captors,  the  King^a  Advocate. 
On  the  other  side,  Laurence, 

Sir  W.  Scott. — These  two  cases  came  before  the  Court  on  a 
former  day,  on  a  question  of  sufficient  importance  to  induce  the 
Court  to  pause  for  deliberation  on  the  judgment  which  it  should 
pronounce.  The  point  is  how  far  a  captor  is  responsible  for  loss, 
alleged  to  be  sustained  imder  a  commission  of  unlivery,  which  had 
been  directed  to  him  by  the  decree  of  the  Court. 

There  has  been  some  attempt  to  charge  the  captor  with  negligent 
keeping,  but  I  think  that  charge  is  not  substantiated.  If  it  had 
been  made  out,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  he  would  be 
answerable  to  the  utmost ;  for  though  the  original  seizure  might 
be  justifiable,  yet  the  captor  holds  but  an  imperfect  right;  the 
property  may  turn  out  to  belong  to  others,  and  if  the  captor  puts 
it  into  an  improper  place,  or  keeps  it  with  too  little  attention,  he 
must  be  liable  to  the  consequences,  if  the  goods  are  not  kept  with 
the  same  caution  with  which  a  prudent  person  would  keep  his 
own  property.  But  there  is  no  ground  for  any  imputation  of 
personal  negligence  in  this  case,  because  it  appears  that  the  loss 
happened  by  burglary,  the  warehouse  having  been  broken  open 
and  the  goods  stolen. 

R.  D  D 
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1803  This  case  has  been  assimilated  in  argument  to  the  case  of  a 

^     '      common  carrier  or  innkeeper,  against  whom  the  common  law  of 

T^  Maeia..    this  country  does  raise  the  presumption  of  an  assumpsit  for  safe 

JL  HK    V  HOw  ,       _  —  ,        ,  _ 

Johanna,  custody.  But  it  IS  to  be  remembered  that  they  receive  a  reward 
SirW.  Scott.  ^^^  their  undertaking,  and  provide  this  custody  only  for  a  valuable 
consideration.  Even  the  principle,  as  applied  to  them,  is,  I 
conceive,  of  the  peculiar  policy  of  our  law.  It  is  oonfined  to 
persons  of  a  particular  description,  and  is  not  to  be  extended,  as 
being  the  general  law  of  bailment,  to  persons  who  receive  no 
consideration  for  their  care,  and  are  only  to  be  required  to  furnish 
such  care  and  due  diligence  as  they  would  apply  to  their  own 
property. 

The  goods  were  taken  Jure  belli.  The  captor  had  a  right  to 
bring  them  in,  and  if  any  accident  had  happened  in  so  doing  he 
would  have  been  excusable,  except  for  want  of  due  care  on  the 
p8u:t  of  himself  or  his  agents.  When  the  goods  were  brought  in 
they  were  placed  under  the  custody  of  the  law.  It  became 
necessary  to  take  them  out  of  the  ship,  and  the  captor  obtained  a 
commission  of  unlivery  from  the  Court.  They  were  put  into 
warehouses,  and  nothing  has  been  advanced  to  show  that  these 
warehouses  were  not  proper  places  and  sufficiently  secure.  The 
question  comes  forward,  therefore,  on  the  general  principle,  and  on 
this  point  I  am  disposed  to  think  that  the  captor  is  not  responsible 
for  a  loss  happening  to  goods  whilst  they  were  under  the  custody 
of  the  law. 

But  it  is  said  "  that  such  a  rule  will  operate  hardly  against  the 
foreign  claimant,  and  that  it  is  not  reasonable  to  address  to  a 
subject  of  another  country  a  justification  arising  out  of  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  our  own  police."  "  When  you  take  his  property,  it  is 
said,  you  are  bound  to  answer  for  secure  keeping.  However 
reasonably  you  might  allege  this  excuse  of  robbery  to  persons 
living  under  the  protection  of  the  same  law,  foreigners  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  defects  of  our  law,  or  the  execution  of  it." 
In  my  opinion  this  mode  of  reasoning  is  a  little  too  rigorous  upon 
all  captors,  and  indeed  upon  all  countries.  In  all  countries,  imder 
whatever  system  of  police,  thieves  break  through  and  steal.  It  is 
the  universal  condition  ascribed  to  things  in  this  world  in  every 
part  of  it,  and  not  peculiar  to  any  one  country,  much  less  to  our 
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own.    All  nations  stand  in  this  respect  on  a  common  footing ;  the        1803 

same  thing  might  happen  at  Gluckstadt  to  English  goods  carried         ^^ '. 

in  as  prize  and  deposited  there,  and  in  such  a  case,  I  apprehend,    "^^L^iS^*^* 
the  Courts  of  Denmark  would  and  ought  to  exonerate  the  Danish     Johawka. 
captor.     In  reciprocal  and  general  justice  that  which  may  happen  sir  wTsoott. 
in  any  country  under  any  system  of  police,  is  that  from  which 
innocent  captors  of  all  countries  ought  to  be  protected.     Veniam 
petimmque  damusque  ticimm  is  the  rule  for  such  contingencies. 

If  the  captor  has  used  due  diligence  he  is  exonerated;  it  is 
necessary  to  show  negligence  on  his  part  in  order  to  fix  a  responsi- 
bility upon  him. 


THE  VENUS.  [4  0.  Eob. 

856.] 
Cartel  Ship— Trade — Condemn<Uion, 

A  cartel  ship  is  not  allowed  to  trade  to  the  smallest  extent  with  an 
enemy,  and  is  liable  to  condemnation  if  she  makes  any  attempt  to  trade. 

This  was  a  question  respecting  a  British  vessel  which  had  gone        1803 
to  Marseilles  under  cartel,  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  had      *^"^  ^^' 
there  taken  on  board  a  cargo,  and  was  stranded  and  captured  on  a 
voyage  to  Port  Mahon. 

On  the  part  of  the  captor,  the  King* a  Advocate  and  Parsons  con- 
tended that  the  ship  was  confiscable  in  consequence  of  the  illegal 
trade  in  which  she  had  been  employed. 

On  the  part  of  the  owner  of  the  ship,  Laurence. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — The  question  is  respecting  the  restitution  of  the 
remaining  proceeds  of  this  vessel,  which  was  wrecked  on  a  voyage 
from  Marseilles  to  Minorca,  having  gone  to  the  port  of  the  enemy 
as  a  cartel  ship.  Certain  it  is  that  the  conduct  of  ships  of  this 
description  cannot  be  too  narrowly  watched.  The  service  on  which 
they  are  sent  is  so  highly  important  to  the  interests  of  humanity 
that  it  is  peculiarly  incumbent  on  all  parties  to  take  care  that  it 
should  be  conducted  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  become  a  subject 
of  jealousy  and  distnist  between  the  two  nations.     It  is  not  a 
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1803         question  of  gain,  but  one  on  which  depends  the  recovery  of  the 
^*^    '      liberty  of  individuals  who  may  happen  to  have  become  prisoners  of 


Thb  Vbwub.  war;  it  is,  therefore,  a  species  of  navigation  which,  on  every  con- 
Sip  w.  Scott,  sideration  of  humanity  and  policy,  must  be  conducted  with  the  most 
exact  attention  to  the  original  purpose,  and  to  the  rules  which  have 
been  built  upon  it,  since,  if  such  a  mode  of  intercourse  is  broken 
off,  it  cannot  but  be  followed  by  consequences  extremely  calamitous 
to  individuals  of  both  countries. 

It  is  a  species  of  navigation,  therefore,  as  I  have  before  observed, 
which  more  than  any  other  requires  to  be  most  narrowly  watched. 
There  is  no  way  by  which  this  purity  of  conduct  can  be  main- 
tained but  by  considering  the  owner  as  answerable  for  the  due 
execution  of  the  service  on  which  his  vessel  is  employed.  It  is  the 
very  last  description  of  cases  in  which  the  responsibility  of  the 
owner  ought  to  be  relaxed.  At  the  same  time,  I  will  not  say  that 
if  the  master  had  taken  on  board  a  few  articles  for  his  own  petty 
profit,  such  an  act  should,  in  all  cases,  subject  the  property  of  the 
owner  of  considerable  value  to  confiscation ;  but  where  goods  are 
not  clandestinely  taken  on  board,  but  in  such  quantities  and  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  call  for  the  remonstrance  of  the  officers  of  the 
ship,  as  was  the  case  in  the  present  instance,  it  is,  I  think,  too 
much  to  say  that  it  is  such  petty  malversation  as  shall  be  imputable 
only  to  the  master. 

Cartel  ships  are  subject  to  a  double  obligation  to  both  countries, 
not  to  trade.  To  engage  in  trade  may  be  disadvantageous  to 
the  enemy,  or  to  their  own  country ;  both  countries  are  mutually 
engaged  to  permit  no  trade  to  be  carried  on  under  a  fraudulent 
use  of  this  intercourse ;  all  trade  must,  therefore,  be  held  to  be 
prohibited,  and  it  is  not  without  the  consent  of  both  governments 
that  vessels  engaged  on  that  service  can  be  permitted  to  take  in 
any  goods  whatever. 

This  vessel  went  to  Marseilles,  and  discharged  her  prisoners,  and 
then  she  ought  to  have  gone  away.  Instead  of  pursuing  this  Une 
of  conduct,  the  master  took  on  board  three  Jews,  not  merely  with 
their  pacotilles,  but  with  goods,  which  are  distinguished  from 
pacotilles  by  this  circumstance  that  they  were  made  subject  to  a 
distinct  freight;  they  were,  besides,  not  taken  on  board  in  an 
obscure  way,  or  clemdestinely,  but  in  such  a  manner  as  to  draw 
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and  of  the  masters  of  other  neutral  vessels,  who  must,  therefore,  ' 


have  considered  this  transaction  not  as  the  mere  taking  in  a  few  Thb  Venus. 
pacotilles,  but  as  such  an  act  of  trading  as  might  be  expected  to  SirW.  Soott. 
draw  on  it  the  confiscation  of  the  property  of  his  employer.  Such 
a  conduct  was,  in  the  first  place,  a  direct  breach  of  his  obligation  to 
the  enemy ;  for  I  do  not  see  that  there  was  any  licence,  or  permis- 
sion, even  on  the  part  of  the  country  where  he  was ;  it  is  also  a 
breach  of  his  obligation  to  his  own  country. 

Then  as  to  the  consequences  of  such  an  act :  it  is  not  to  be  said 
that  because  the  Lords  of  Appeal  have  restored  some  of  the  goods, 
the  question  as  to  the  ship  is  necessarily  superseded.  It  does  not 
appear  that  this  objection  was  taken  in  the  Superior  Court.  What 
might  have  been  the  judgment  of  that  Court  upon  it,  if  it  had 
been  brought  into  discussion,  I  cannot  say.  It  does  not  seem  neces- 
sarily to  follow  that  because  the  claimant  of  the  goods  was  innocent, 
being  possibly  ignorant  of  the  condition  of  the  vessel,  the  master's 
act  in  taking  them  on  board  was  not  a  culpable  act,  to  be  visited 
by  confiscation  of  the  ship.  It  is  said  the  amoimt  of  the  goods 
restored  was  very  small ;  but  on  this  fact  there  is  some  disagree- 
ment in  the  representation  of  the  different  parties.  The  captors 
have  made  a  distinct  averment,  by  affidavit,  that  the  property 
restored  was  only  of  the  value  of  49/.,  whilst  the  claimants,  who 
contend  for  a  much  larger  quantity,  have  left  it  to  be  spelt  out  by 
bills  of  lading,  and  a  reference  to  accounts  which  are  not  very 
intelligible.  If  it  were  necessary  to  determine  on  this  fact,  the 
affidavit  of  the  captors  appears  to  me  to  be  entitled  to  the  most 
credit ;  but  on  the  principle  of  law,  considering  that  the  duty  of 
the  master  bound  him  to  abstain  from  all  traffic  whatever,  and  that 
the  slightest  deviation  from  this  duty,  especially  if  saiictioned  by  a 
judicial  determination,  might  lead  to  the  most  calamitous  conse- 
quences, I  do  not  think  myself  justified  to  restore  this  property, 
and  shall  pronounce  it  subject  to  condemnation. 
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361.] 

Vice- Admiralty  Court — Jurisdiction — Uigh  Court  of  Admiralty  as  Prize  Court. 

The  Court  of  Admiralty  as  Prize  Court  can  aid  the  process  of  a  Vice- 
Admiralty  Court. 

1803  This  was  a  case  of  a  Portuguese  vessel,  captured,  and  brought  to 

— — — '. —  adjudication  in  the  Court  of  Vice- Admiralty  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  where  the  Court  pronounced  a  sentence  of  restitution  with 
costs  and  damages. 

From  this  sentence  the  captor  appealed,  but  on  the  non-prosecu- 
tion of  his  appeal,  in  the  ordinary  time,  the  Court  of  Appeal  pro- 
nounced the  appeal  to  be  deserted,  and  remitted  the  cause. 

Before  the  sentence  of  the  Court,  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
could  be  carried  into  execution,  the  settlement  itself  was  given  up, 
according  to  the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  and  the  Records  of  the  Court 
of  Vice- Admiralty  were  removed  and  deposited  in  the  Begistry  of 
the  High  Court  of  Admiralty. 

An  application  was  now  made  on  behalf  of  the  claimant,  pray- 
ing that  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty  would  carry  into  execution 
the  decree  of  the  Vice- Admiralty  Court. 

The  captors  appeared  under  protest,  denying  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Court. 

Court, — I  shall  overrule  the  protest,  and  direct  the  process  of 
this  Court  to  issue  as  prayed.  The  Court  of  Admiralty  appears 
to  me  to  have  general  jurisdiction  sufficient  to  aid  the  process  of 
the  Vice- Admiralty  Court  in  order  to  prevent  a  total  failure  of 
justice  {a), 

(a)  By  the  Naval  Prize  Act,  1864  (27  &  28  Vict.  o.  25),  s.  4,  the  High 
Court  of  Admiralty  was  given  power  to  enforce  a  decree  or  order  of  a  Vice- 
Admiralty  Prize  Court. 
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362.] 

Joint  Capture — Bight  of  Admiral  to  Share — Separate  Service  by  Order  of 
Admiralty. 

The  right  of  an  admiral  to  a  share  in  a  capture  by  a  ship  of  his 
squadron  may  be  lost  if  such  ship  acts  on  a  separate  service  by  direction 
of  the  Admiralty. 

This  was  a  question  respecting  the  right  of  Admiral  Kingsmill,        1803 
as  admiral  of  the  Irish  station,  to  share  in  certain  captures  made    ^^^' 
by  his  Majesty ^s  ship  Unicom  in  the  Channel,  September  24th,     ^^^^P' 

1796.      The  point  contested  on  the  part   of   the   Unicom  was, 

whether  that  ship  was  not  to  be  considered  as  separated  from  the 
Irish  station,  by  subsequent  orders  from  the  Admiralty,  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  supersede,  or  suspend,  the  authority  of  the  admiral 
of  the  station  at  the  time  of  capture,  and  defeat  his  claim  to  a 
flag-eighth. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — This  is  a  question  on  a  claim  for  a  flag-eighth, 
which  is  asserted  by  Admiral  Kingsmill  against  Sir  Thomas 
Williams  on  account  of  several  ships  taken  by  the  Unicom  in  the 
Channel,  the  24th  September,  1796 

The  material  facts  are,  first,  an  admitted  fact  that  Sir  Thomas 
Williams  was  at  one  time  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Kings- 
mill  in  such  a  manner  as  most  clearly  to  entitle  Admiral  Kingsmill 
to  the  flag-eighth ;  the  next  material  fact  is  one  which  is  contested 
and  is  to  be  ascertained  by  evidence,  it  is  this :  whether  any  act 
was  done  that  did  totally  supersede  or  suspend  for  a  time  this 
command,  for  I  presume  that  a  temporary  suspension  might  be 
sufficient  for  this  purpose — ^a  total  separation  is  not  requisite — it  is 
not  necessary  that  there  should  be  no  prospect  of  a  speedy  revival 
of  the  command ;  it  is  enough  if  another  competent  authority,  and 
still  more  if  a  paramount  authority,  had  employed  him  on  a  clear, 
distinct,  and  separate  service,  although  that  service  might  in  its 
own  nature  be  very  short,  and  the  party  be  directed  immediately 
after  the  performance  of  it  to  revert  to  his  former  relation  of 
subjection. 

I  have  said  a  separate  service,  because  it  would  be  too  much  to 


^^S  THE  ORIOK. 

1803         say  that  there  may  not  be  services  so  coincident  as  not  to  affect  the 

L_  relation.      There  may  be  duties  which  can  hardly  be  considered  as 

The  Obion,    obstructing  the  execution  of  the  original  duties,  mere  incidents, 
Sir  W.  Soott.    and  nothing  more.    -It  may,  perhaps,  be  extremely  diflScult  to  dis- 
tinguish in  particular  cases  whether  the  new  services  are  merely  of 
this  incidental  nature ;   it  may  not  be  easy  to  lay  down  any 
general  criterion  that  shall  be  sufficient  for  all  cases.     Courts  must 
distinguish  as  well  as  they  can  when  the  cases  arise,  subject,  un- 
doubtedly, to  a  possibility  of  some  misapprehension  in  a  matter 
which,  in  the  nature  of  it,  admits  of  veiy  thin  partitions  of  very 
nice  and  slender  gradations.     One  safe  ground  on  which  the  dis- 
cretion of  a  Court  might  perhaps  venture  to  trust  itself,  would  be 
if  the  new  service  imposed  was  of  such  a  kind  as  necessarily  to 
carry  the  party  out  of  the  direction  and  in  a  contrary  direction  to 
that  in  which  the  original  service  would  have  engaged  him.     If 
the  service  carries  him  merely  on  his  road  it  may  be  too  much  to 
say  that  this  is  to  be  deemed  a  separate  service,  it  produces  no 
separation ;  but  if  it  is  that  which  by  necessity  carries  him,  or  by 
probability  may  carry  him,  elsewhere,  then  I  incline  to  think  that 
it  has  something  of  the  oharacter  of  a  separate  service,  and  does 
pro  tempore  lay  the  original  authority  asleep  till  its  functions  are 
executed. 

[The  Court  then  examined  the  facts,  and  concluded.] 

Upon  the  whole  of  the  question,  which  I  cannot  but  consider  as 
one  that  is  very  open  to  discussion,  I  should  have  been  extremely 
glad  to  have  fortified  my  own  judgment  by  the  authority  of  decided 
cases ;  but  neither  the  industry  of  the  Bar,  nor  my  own  researches, 
can  furnish  me  with  any  case  on  this  particular  point.  I  am 
therefore  driven  to  decide  it  on  principle.  Upon  principle,  I  am 
of  opinion  that  those  captures  were  made  under  the  orders  of  the 
Admiralty,  not  confirmatory  of,  nor  coincident  with,  the  orders  of 
Admiral  Kingsmill,  but  suspending  and  annulling  those  orders  for 
the  time,  and  producing  captures  and  events  which  would  not 
otherwise  have  taken  place.  On  these  groimds  I  conceive  myself 
bound  to  pronounce  that  Admiral  Kingsmill's  right  to  the  fiag- 
eighth  does  not  exist.    At  the  same  time,  considering  it  to  be  a 
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question  of  mere  right  between  the  parties,  fit  to  be  contested  and        1803 
fairly  and  liberally  conducted,  I  do  not  think  that  I  shall  incur  the    ^'^^^^  ^^' 
imputation  of  showing  any  improper  indulgence  to  litigation,  if,  in    The  Ob;on. 
adjudging  the  whole  prize  to  Sir  Thomas  Williams,  I  nevertheless  sir  W.Scott, 
decree  that  Admiral  Kingsmill  is  entitled  to  his  expenses. 


THE  VROW  ELIZABETH. 

Ship— Flag — Neural  Owner — National  Character. 

A  ship  under  the  colours  and  pass  of  a  nation  is  to  be  considered  as  a 
ship  of  such  nation  to  whatever  nationality  her  actual  owners  may 
belong  (a). 

This  was  a  case  of  a  ship  taken  under  a  Dutch  flag  and  pass,  on 
a  voyage  from  Surinam  to  Holland.    A  daim  was  given  on  the 

part  of  Mr. ,  a  merchant  of  Bremen,  stating  "  the  ship  to 

have  been  bond  fide  his  property,  though  nominally  transferred  to 
a  Dutch  merchant,  and  placed  under  a  Dutch  flag  and  pass,  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  her  to  trade  between  the  Dutch  colonies 
and  Holland." 

Sir  W.  Scott. — ^This  application  appears  to  me  to  be  against 
the  evidence  of  fact,  as  well  as  against  the  settled  principle  of  law. 
The  vessel  was  sailing  under  Dutch  colours  from  Surinam  to 
Amsterdam,  with  a  Dutch  pass,  and  all  other  papers,  representing 
her  to  be  a  Dutch  ship  \  and  this  description  is  confirmed  by  the 
deposition  of  the  master,  who  states  her  to  be  a  Dutch  ship,  the 
property  of  Mr.  Gildermester.  The  evidence  on  the  fact  then  is 
that  she  is  a  Dutch  ship;  to  this  nothing  is  opposed  but  the 
account  of  two  other  persons,  who,  though  competent  witnesses, 
are  certainly  inferior  to  the  master,  both  with  regard  to  the  credit 
due  to  them  and  to  their  opportunity  of  knowing  the  real  fact. 
It  would,  I  think,  be  extremely  hazardous  to  admit  a  claim  in 
opposition  to  this  evidence.  I  will  go  further  and  say  that  I  hold 
the  claim  to  be  also  against  the  established  rules  of  law,  by  which 

(o)  See  the  Primus;  and  the  Industrie,  Vol.  IT.  p.  297. 
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it  has  been  decided  that  a  veesel  sailing  under  the  colours  and 
pass  of  a  nation  is  to  be  considered  as  clothed  with  the  national 
character  of  that  country.     "With  goods  it  may  be  otherwise  (a), 


Sir  "W.  Scott.  («)  In  the  case  of  the  Vreede 
SchoUySf  the  claim  of  Mr.  Dede  for  a 
share  in  the  ship  taken  under  a  Dutch 
flag  and  pass  was  rejected.  On  the 
part  of  the  captor  it  was  further 
objected,  as  to  the  cargo,  that  the 
claim  of  the  same  gentleman  for  an 
undivided  part  of  the  cargo,  docu- 
mented as  Dutch  property,  must  bo 
precluded  also  by  the  Dutch  character, 
and  by  incorporation  into  Dutch 
commerce.  The  Court  overruled  this 
objection,  observing:  "A  great  dis- 
tinction has  been  always  made  by  the 
nations  of  Europe  between  ships  and 
goods.  Some  countries  have  gone  so 
far  as  to  make  the  flag  and  pass  of 
the  ship  conclusive  on  the  cargo  also, 
but  this  country  has  never  carried 
the  principle  to  that  extent.  It  holds 
the  ship  boimd  by  the  character  im- 
posed upon  it  by  the  authority  of 
the  government  from  which  all  the 
documents  issue.  But  goods  which 
have  no  such  dependence  upon  the 
authority  of  the  State  may  be  differ- 
ently considered.  Then  comes  the 
question  whether  the  Court  will  make 
the  separation.  Generally,  it  cannot 
be  doubted  that  such  separation  may 
be  made.  It  is  in  every  day's  prac- 
tice to  make  such  distinctions.  Are 
there,  then,  any  particular  circum- 
stances to  prevent  the  Court  from 
doing  it  in  the  present  instance  ?  Has 
the  claimant  assumed  the  character 
of  a  Dutchman  so  as  to  render  the 
property  liable  to  be  considered  as 
Dutch  property  ?  I  know  of  no  case 
that  has  fixed  such  a  consequence 
upon  a  transaction  of  this  kind  in 
time  of  peace.  On  the  contrary,  we 
all  remember  the  cases  of  the  Swiss 
who    had    shipped    property    from 


Curasao  under  Dutch  names  to  avoid 
the  Alien  Duties,  and  yet  obtained 
restitution  of  their  claims.  Had  the 
trade  in  the  present  instance  been 
even  an  exclusive  trade,  it  might 
have  been  questionable  how  far  the 
party  could  have  been  held  to  the 
Dutch  character  merely  on  account 
of  a  false  representation  practised 
against  the  Dutch  revenue  laws — 
unless,  indeed,  it  had  appeared  that 
there  had  been  some  pass  or  licence 
conferring  on  him  the  special  privi- 
leges of  a  Dutch  merchant,  or  unless 
it  was  a  trade  arising  out  of  the 
circumstances  of  war,  or  the  expecta- 
tion of  such  an  event.  Here  the 
party  appears  only  to  be  availing 
himself  of  Dutch  names  in  time  of 
peace  for  the  benefit  of  avoiding  par- 
ticular duties;  in  such  a  case  it 
would  be  going  further  than  the 
Court  has  hitherto  gone  to  declare 
that  the  person  is  to  be  held  to  all 
the  revolutions  which  may  attend  the 
Dutch  character.  In  time  of  war  a 
more  strict  principle  may  be  necee- 
sary.  But  it  is  needless  to  decide 
what  considerations  might  be  fit  to 
be  applied  to  such  a  transaction  in 
time  of  war,  as  this  case  arose  alto- 
gether in  time  of  peace,  and  without 
any  expectation  of  war.  I  see  nothing 
to  prevent  the  Court  from  performing 
the  office  of  separating  this  undivided 
share,  and  as  the  property  is  fully 
proved,  I  shall  decree  it  to  be  restored." 

So,  in  the  Broders  Lusty  Mr.  Richter, 
part  owner  of  the  ship,  and  super- 
cargo on  board  the  vessel,  obtained 
restitution  of  his  claim  for  parts  of 
the  cargo,  though  his  claim  as  to  the 
ship  was  rejected. 


SirW.  Scolt. 
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but  ships  have  a  peculiar  character  impressed  upon  them  by  the  1803 
special  nature  of  their  documents,  and  have  always  been  held  to  ^*^^  ^' 
the  character  with  which  they  are  so  invested,  to  the  exclusion  of  The  Veow 
any  claims  of  interest  that  persons  living  in  neutral  countries  may 
actually  have  in  them.  In  the  war  before  the  last  this  principle 
was  strongly  recognized  in  the  case  of  a  ship  taken  on  a  voyage 
from  Surinam  to  Amsterdam,  and  documented  as  a  Dutch  ship. 
Claims  were  given  for  specific  shares  on  behalf  of  persons  resident 
in  Switzerland,  and  one  claim  was  on  behalf  of  a  lady,  to  whom  a 
share  had  devolved  by  inheritance,  whether  during  hostilities  or 
not  I  do  not  accurately  remember,  but  if  it  was  so  she  had  done  no 
act  whatever  with  regard  to  that  property,  and  it  might  be  said  to 
have  dropped  by  mere  accident  into  her  lap.  In  that  case,  however, 
it  was  held  that  the  fact  of  sailing  under  the  Dutch  flag  and  pass 
was  decisive  against  the  admission  of  any  claim ;  and  it  was  observed 
that  as  the  vessel  had  been  enjoying  the  privileges  of  a  Dutch 
character,  the  parties  could  not  expect  to  reap  the  advantages  of 
such  an  employment  without  being  subject  at  the  same  time  to 
the  inconveniences  attaching  on  it.  When  I  lay  down  this  rule 
I  do  not  say  that  there  may  not  be  cases  of  such  particular  circum- 
stances as  to  raise  a  reasonable  distinction.  '  The  Treaty  of  Amiens 
had  stipulated  for  the  liberty  of  withdrawing  British  property 
from  the  ceded  and  restored  islands.  But  the  Governments  of 
France  and  Holland  afterwards  refused  to  suffer  such  property  to 
be  exported  from  these  colonies  otherwise  than  in  ships  of  France 
or  Holland,  and  on  a  destination  to  those  countries.  The  difficulty 
which  has  arisen  in  the  removal  of  British  property  for  want  of 
shipping  may  have  induced  our  own  Government  to  permit  British 
ships  to  put  themselves  \mder  Dutch  flags  for  this  particular 
purpose ;  and  in  such  cases  the  particular  situation  of  affairs 
arising  out  of  this  refusal  to  execute  a  treaty  may  have  entitled 
such  parties  to  a  relaxation  {a)  of  the  general  rule.    But  no  groimd 

(a)  In  the  Oixderneeming  a  British  belonging  to  British  subjects  sailing 

subject  obtained  restitution  of  seven-  before  the  knowledge  of  hostilities, 

eighths  of  the  ship  under  a  Dutch  from  the   colonies   of   France  and 

flag  and  pass.    The  King's  instruo-  Holland,  to  whatever  country  they 

tions,  23rd  July,  1803,  direct  **  resti-  might  be  going." 
tution  of  ships  and  cargoes  hond  fide 
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1803  of  exemption  whatever  is  stated  in  the  present  claim — nothing 

3eptemhert,  ^q^q  \\^q;^  ^jj^t  the  claimant  found  it  convenient  to  place  his  vessel 

The  Veow  under  the  Dutch  character ;  to  which  the  answer  is  obvious,  that 

'  with  the  convenience  he  must  take  also  the  inconvenience  attending 

SirW.  Scott,  g^p]^  ^^  ^^j^     rpjjQ  ^^^  referred  to  in  the  argument  has  nothing  in 

common  with  the  present  claim.  In  that  case  the  ship  had  merely 
a  colonial  pass  or  licence,  being  in  all  other  respects  undoubtedly 
and  avowedly  an  American  ship,  and  described  as  such  in  the 
usual  American  documents.  This  ship  has  all  the  documents  of  a 
Dutch  ship,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  her  subject 
to  condemnation. 


[60.Kob.i5.]  THE  TROW  ANNA  OATHAEINA  (No.  1). 

Capture— Claim  of  Territory  hy  Neutral — Evidence — Claim  of  Nettiral  Shipper 
in  Oppoaitimi  to  Ship's  Papers — Ante^War  Purchase  and  Shipment, 

The  right  of  a  belligerent  to  seize  enemy's  property  being  uniyersal,  a 
claim  of  territory  in  opposition  thereto  must  be  established  by  clear 
evidence.  Though  claims  in  opposition  to  the  papers  are  not  as  a  rule 
admitted,  there  is  an  exception  in  respect  of  property  shipped  and 
purchased  in  time  of  peace. 

1803  This  was  a  case  of  a  ship  and  cargo,  documented  as  Dutch 

^^^m^'     property,  and  captured  on  a  voyage  from  Batavia  to  Amsterdam, 

December  16,   jj^ap  ^q  ^q  Island  of  Saint  Michael.     On  a  representation  made  to 

'- —  the  Portuguese  Government  that  the  seizure  took  place  within  the 

road  or  harbour  of  Saint  Michael,  a  claim  of  territory  was  inter- 
posed by  the  Portuguese  Consul. 

On  the  part  of  the  captor,  Arnold. 

On  the  other  side,  the  King^s  Advocate  and  Laurence. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — The  sanctity  of  a  claim  of  territory  is  un- 
doubtedly very  high.  The  Court  is  at  all  times  very  much 
disposed  to  pay  attention  to  daims  of  this  species,  and  to  none 
more  readily  than  to  those  which  concern  the  territorial  rights  of 
the  State  of  Portugal.  When  the  fact  is  established  it  overrules 
every  other  consideration.    The  capture  is  done  away,  the  property 
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must  be  restored  notwithstanding  that  it  may  aotuaUj  belong  to        I803 
the  enemy,  and  if  the  captor  should  appear  to  have  erred  wilfully, 


and  not  merely  through  ignorance,  he  would  be  subject  to  further    Thk  Veow 
punishment.  Gathabdta. 

It  is  to  be  remembered,  however,  at  the  same  time,  that  it  is  a  sirW.  Scott, 
point  on  which  foreign  States  are  extremely  liable  to  be  mis- 
informed and  abused  by  the  interested  representations  of  those 
who  are  anxious  to  catch  at  their  protection.  The  claim  of  terri- 
tory is  therefore  to  be  taken  as  a  matter  stricti  junsy  and  to  be 
made  out  by  clear  and  imimpeached  evidence.  The  right  of  seizing 
the  property  of  the  enemy  is  a  right  which  extends,  generally 
speaking,  universally  wherever  that  property  is  found.  The  pro- 
tection of  neutral  territory  is  an  exception  to  the  general  rule 
only ;  it  is  not,  therefore,  to  be  considered  as  disrespectful  to  any 
government  that  the  fact  on  which  such  claims  are  f oimded  should 
be  accurately  examined. 

[The  Court  then  examined  the  evidence,  and  concluded : — ] 

Under  these  circumstances  the  claim  of  territory,  being  alto- 
gether contradicted  by  the  preparatory  evidence,  must  be 
rejected. 

On  the  merits,  it  was  contended  that  all  the  documents,  as  well 
as  the  depositions  of  the  Dutch  crew,  described  the  cargo  to  belong 
to  Dutch  merchants,  and  it  was  prayed  that  the  Court  would  con- 
demn the  ship  and  cargo  as  Dutch  property. 

On  the  other  side,  a  claim  was  offered  for  A.  B.,  a  neutral  mer- 
chant, setting  forth  his  interest  in  the  cargo  under  a  sub- contract 
made  to  him  by  the  Dutch  merchant,  who  was  the  original  pur- 
chaser in  the  contract  with  the  Dutch  East  India  Company ;  and  ' 
it  was  contended  that  the  rule  of  not  admitting  claims  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  original  papers  and  depositions  was  a  rule  arising  out 
of  the  relations  of  war,  and  was  not  to  be  applied  to  a  transaction 
which  took  place  altogether  in  time  of  peace. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — I  have  never  understood  that  the  rule  against 
the  admission  of  claims,  which  stand  in  entire  opposition  to  the 
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1803         papers  and  to  the  preparatory  examinations,  was  applicable  to 
cases  arising  before  the  war.     There  may  be  private  reasons  to 


The  Vbow  induce  merchants  to  trade  under  borrowed  names,  and  to  suppress 
Cathabina.  the  exact  representation  of  the  property.  In  time  of  war  the  rule 
Sip  "W.  Scott,  is  certainly  otherwise,  as  it  would  open  a  door  to  fraud  in  an 
incalculable  extent  if  persons  were  not  required  to  describe  their 
property  with  perfect  fairness.  The  interests  of  a  third  party 
interpose,  and  call  upon  them  so  to  do.  It  is  not  any  relaxation  of 
the  rule,  therefore,  to  admit  such  a  claim  for  property  shipped  and 
purchased,  as  it  is  asserted,  in  time  of  profoimd  peace.  In  Mr. 
AUwood's  (a)  case  the  same  distinction  was  recognized ;  and  indeed 
the  objection  has  never,  to  my  knowledge,  been  held  to  be  a  deci- 
sive objection  as  applied  to  such  cases.  I  shall  admit  the  claim, 
and  give  the  parties. an  opportunity  of  enabling  me  to  form  a 
better  judgment  of  this  transaction  by  showing  what  was  the  par- 
ticular nature  of  this  contract  (6). 


[5C.Rob.22.]  THE  PLANTEE'S  WENSCH. 

Licence — Peace — Subsequent  War — Invalidity  of  Licence, 

A  licence  granted  before  a  peace  has  no  validity  after  peace  is  signed, 
and  in  a  subsequent  war. 

1803  This  was  a  case  of  a  claim  made  for  property,  avowedly  Dutch, 

December  13.  -^^  ^  person  represented  as  an  accredited  agent  of  the  Batavian 
Eepublic.  The  claim  was  given  for  the  ship  and  for  parts  of  the 
cargo,  as  sailing  imder  a  licence  granted  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment, October,  1801. 

On  the  part  of  the  captors,  the  King*s  Advocate  and  Robinson, — 
This  claim  is  given  for  a  Dutch  ship,  sailing  under  Dutch  colours, 
from  Demerara  to  Amsterdam,  and  seized  (May,  1803)  prior  to 
hostilities  against  Holland.  It  is  claimed  as  protected  generally 
by  the  Treaty  of  Amiens ;  and,  secondly,  in  a  more  specific  maimer, 
by  the  licence  which  was  on  boai^d.     The  licence  is  dated  October, 

(a)  Superb,    6th    August,     1800 :  (b)  This  property  was  afterwards 

Lords.  restored. 
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1801,  and  expresses  a  permission  for  this  vessel  to  sail  from  Amster-        1803 
dam  to  Demerara  in  the  ensuing  April,  in  pursuance  of  the  ^^^^^^^  ^^- 
preliminaries  of  peace.     It  was  granted  between  the  signing  of        Thb 
the  preliminary  articles  and  the  definitive  treaty ;  and  must,  in  its      "Wensch. 
obvious  intent,  have  been  designed  only  to  enable  Dutch  vessels  to 
go  to  the  Dutch  settlements,  whilst  still  under  the  dominion  of 
this  country,  prior  to  the  surrender  that  was  expected  to  take  place 
on  the  return  of  peace. 

On  the  other  side,  Laurence  and  8toabey. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — Thb  claim  is  given  by  a  Mr.  Apostol,  who  is 
described  as  the  commercial  agent  of  the  Batavian  Eepublic, 
though  it  is  not  very  easy  to  understand  how  that  character, 
springing  out  of  the  pacific  relations  of  the  two  countries,  can  now 
exist  in  a  time  of  war.  Waiving,  however,  all  objection  to  the 
political  description  of  this  gentleman,  I  vrill  consider  the  nature 
of  the  claim  and  the  ground  on  which  it  is  defended.  It  is  repre- 
sented as  sustainable  under  the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  and  on  the  special 
licence  which  has  been  produced.  As  to  the  Treaty  of  Amiens, 
the  argimient  on  that  head  would  amount  to  this,  that  all  property 
taken  before  the  actual  declaration  of  future  hostilities  should  be 
protected  hj  it — a  position  which  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  impossible 
to  maintain.  The  second  ground  is  that  of  the  licence,  a  protection 
which,  if  it  could  be  shown  to  apply  to  this  class  of  cases,  would 
be  entitled  to  the  greatest  respect,  and  would  certainly  meet  with 
every  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Court  to  give  it  due  effect. 
The  licence  was  granted  in  October,  1801,  to  empower  this  vessel, 
being  a  Dutch  ship,  to  go  to  the  colony  of  Demerara,  then  in  British 
possession,  but  intended  to  be  restored  to  the  Batavian  Republic 
under  the  treaty  then  in  contemplation.  Whilst  the  island  was  in 
British  possession  it  was  certainly  an  indulgence  to  allow  Dutch 
vessels  to  sail  with  this  destination,  on  which  they  could  not  have 
ventured  without  the  special  protection  of  a  licence.  It  must  be 
recollected  also  that  it  was  granted  during  the  pendency  of  the 
negotiation,  whilst  it  was  uncertain  whether  hostilities  might  not 
be  renewed,  and  whilst  it  was  probable  that  the  cruisers  then  in 
commission  might  retain  then:  legal  authority  to  seize ;  and  there- 
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1803         fore  the  terms  of  the  lieenoe  are,  I  think,  to  be  referred  to  the 

L  Btate  and  condition  of  affairs  as  they  were  at  that  time  existing. 

The  ^  All  those  prospeots  of  renewed  hostility  certainly  ceased;  and 
WsNBOH.  although  the  train  of  events  has  led  to  fresh  hostilities,  the  Court 
SirW.  Scott  cannot  consider  them  as  the  revival  of  old  hostilities,  but  as  a  war 
de  novo.  The  former  war  was  absolutely  concluded  by  a  total  and 
entire  peace,  which  was  recognized  by  the  Legislature,  and  by 
which  I  am  bound  to  look  upon  that  war  as  being  as  effectually, 
in  all  legal  consideration,  buried  in  oblivion  and  extinguished  as 
any  hostilities  of  any  anterior  times  of  the  world.  It  does  not 
become  me  to  speculate  upon  the  causes  of  the  present  war,  nor  to 
consider  how  far  it  may  be  supposed  to  originate  out  of  the  seeds 
of  those  hostilities,  which  had  been  formally  terminated.  Peace 
having  been  concluded,  this  licence  was  necessarily  done  away  and 
destroyed,  having  no  subject-matter  to  act  upon.  At  the  time  of 
seizure,  therefore,  this  vessel  was  to  be  considered  on  the  ordinary 
footing  of  other  Dutch  ships. 

This  appears  to  me  to  be  the  legal  view  of  the  question. 
Whether  anything  has  passed  between  the  Government  of  this 
country  and  the  Batavian  Eepublic  that  should  entitle  the  claimants 
to  contend  for  restitution  under  a  capture  of  the  present  war  is  for 
the  consideration  of  those  who  have  to  advise  his  Majesty  as  to  the 
political  relations  of  the  State.  If  any  such  pledge  has  been  given 
it  will,  I  doubt  not,  be  redeemed  with  that  good  faith  which  has 
always  marked  the  proceedings  of  the  British  Government.  It  is 
sufficient  for  me  to  say  that  nothing  is  produced  to  the  view  of 
this  Court  that  can  in  fair  legal  interpretation  have  the  effect  of 
distinguishing  this  vessel  from  other  Dutch  property  taken  prior  to 
hostilities,  or  that  can  protect  it  from  the  just  effect  of  capture 
made  in  contemplation  of  the  war  which  is  now  actually  existing. 
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THE  FOETUNA  (No.  2).  [5c.R0b.27.] 

Blockade — CompuUion  to  Enter  Port — Provisions. 

An  OYerraling  oompulsioii  being  the  only  legal  excuse  for  entering  a 
blockaded  port,  mere  want  of  proyisions  is  rarely  an  excuse  for  so  doing. 

This  was  a  oase  of  a  ship  bound  ostensibly  from  Stettin  to        1803 
Bremen,  but  seized  and  proceeded  against  for  a  violation  of  the    -^o*^^^^- 
blockade  of  the  Weser. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — In  this  case  it  is  admitted  that  the  master  was 
apprised  of  the  blockade.  The  excuse  offered  is  that  he  had  taken 
a  pilot  on  board  to  carry  him  into  the  Eems,  but  that  owing  to 
want  of  provisions  and  a  strong  westerly  wind  he  was  compelled  to 
make  for  the  Weser.  The  want  of  provisions  is  an  excuse  which 
will  not  on  light  grounds  be  received,  because  an  excuse  to  be  ad- 
missible must  show  an  imperative  and  overruling  compulsion  to 
enter  the  particular  port  imder  blockade,  which  can  scarcely  be 
said  in  any  instance  of  mere  want  of  provisions.  It  may  induce  the 
master  to  seek  a  neighbouring  port,  but  it  can  hardly  ever  force  a 
person  to  resort  exclusively  to  the  blockaded  port.    What  is  stated 

respecting  the  wind  is  of  a  different  nature I  shall  admit 

evidence  to  be  introduced  on  this  point. 

This  ship  was  finally  restored. 


THE  ST.  JUAN  BAPTISTA.  [5  c.  Rob.  33.] 

LA  PUEISSIMA  CONCEPTION. 

Capture — Imprisonment  hy  Captors — Damages* 

Captors  are  not  justified  in  putting  a  captured  crew  under  restraint, 
unless  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  captors,  and  are 
liable  in  damages  for  so  doing. 

These  were  cases  of  Spanish  ships  detained  imder  charges  of        1803 
resistance  to  search,  but  restored  with  demurrage  and  compensation  •^^^^^^' 
to  the  crew  for  improper  treatment  received  at  the  hands  of  the 
captors. 

R.  B  E 
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1803  [The  first  part  of  the  judgment  was  concerned  entirely  with  the 

November  22.   q^jestion,  whether  upon  the  facts  there  had  been  a  resistance  to 

The        search,  the  Court  holding  that  the  master  of  the  vessel  had  no 

BAPnsiA.     reasonable  ground  for  believing  there  was  a  state  of  war,  and  that 

liAPuBissniA  he  acted  imder  "  innocent  misapprehension."! 

Sir  W.  Scott.—  ....  There  are  besides  two  other  parts  of  the 
charge  to  which  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  advert.  The  first  is  the 
imputation  of  a  practice,  which,  if  proved  to  have  existed  in  the 
extent  alleged  and  without  necessity,  must  be  pronounced  to  be 
disgraceful  to  the  character  of  the  country,  since  no  one  who  hears 
me  will  deny  that  to  apply  even  to  enemies  modes  of  restraint  that 
are  unnecessary,  and  at  the  same  time  convey  personal  indignity 
and  personal  su£Pering,  is  highly  dishonourable.  It  is  alleged  in 
this  case  that  the  Spanish  crew,  to  the  number  of  twenty-two 
persons,  were  put  in  irons.  This  is  a  fact  which  certainly  requires 
much  explanation,  for  I  will  not  say  that  there  may  not  be  cases 
in  which  such  restraint  may  be  necessary,  and  therefore  justifiable. 
But  the  necessity  must  be  urgent  and  evident.  The  captor,  when 
called  upon  for  his  explanation,  has  furnished  no  apology  but  what 
is  suggested  by  his  counsel,  that  these  persons  would  naturally  be 
regarded  as  bent  on  their  original  purpose  of  resistance,  and  might, 
in  that  view,  be  justly  subjected  to  closer  custody.  The  master 
acknowledges  that  he  did  handcuff  some  who  were  most  out- 
rageous, and  menaced  him  and  his  officers.  Admitting  the  motive 
to  be  truly  stated,  that  this  act  was  done  for  securiiy,  I  am  afraid 
it  will  not  amount  to  a  justification,  because  it  was  incumbent  on 
the  captor  to  pursue  a  proper  purpose  by  proper  means.  It  should 
be  established  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Court  that  this  species  of 
security  alone  would  have  been  sufficient  for  his  preservation. 
There  might  have  been  a  separation  of  those  who  showed  symptoms 
of  violence,  or  there  might  have  been  a  personal  confinement  of  a 
slighter  kind.  Some  such  measures  should  have  been  resorted  to, 
or  it  should  have  been  shown  that  they  -would  have  been  insuffi- 
cient. As  the  case  now  stands,  the  party  has  not  made  out  a 
sufficient  justification.  At  the  same  time,  I  must  say  that  the 
misconduct  appears  to  have  proceeded  rather  from  an  improper 
notion  of  security,  than  from  any  intention  to  infiict  pain  or 
personal  indignity.     If  any  such  malignant  motive  had  been 
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proTod,  I  should  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  pursue  this  matter        1803 
much  further ;  but  there  is  no  decisive  ground  for  such  an  imputa-  •^<><^»>>*^^- 
tion.  I  am  of  opinion,  however,  that  the  party  has  not  justified  his        Thh 
conduct,  and  that  it  is  due  to  the  honour  of  the  country  and  to  the     Baptmta. 
injury  the  Spaniards  have  sustained  that  some  civil  compensation  IjaPpbissiica 
should  be  made;  and  with  that  view  I  decree  100/.  to  be  distributed 
amongst  the  sufferers.    Embezzlement  is  also  charged ;  but  it  is 
said,  on  the  other  side,  that  some  articles  were  withdrawn,  only 
with  a  view  to  protect  them  from  the  eagerness  of  the  crew,  and 
that  they  will  be  forthcoming.    Till  I  see  how  far  this  answer  will 
satisfy  the  demands  of  the  claimants,  it  will  be  impossible  for  me 
to  pronounce  upon  this  part  of  the  case.    I  shall  refer  this  matter 
to  the  Registrar  and  merchants  to  ascertain  the  fact  and  quantity 
of  loss,  and  I  shall  reserve  my  judgment  on  this  question  till  I 
receive  their  report. 

Two  months'  detention  allowed. 


THE  MELOMANE.  [6C.Kob.4i.] 

Capture — Ship  of  War — Detached  Boat. 

In  order  to  entitle  a  ship  of  war  to  share  in  a  prize  made  by  a  boat,  it 
must  be  proved  that  such  boat  is  acting  as  the  boat,  at  the  time  of  the 
capture,  of  such  ship  of  war. 

A  capture  made  by  a  cutter,  not  commissioned,  but  hired  and  manned 
by  the  commander  of  a  ship  of  war,  is  liable  to  condemnation  as  a  droit 
of  Admiralty,  not  as  a  prize  to  the  ship  of  war. 

This  was  a  case  respecting  a  prize  interest  in  a  capture  made  by        ^^^^ 

a  boat  hired  by  the  captain  of  the  King's  ship  the  Dragon^  and  1- 

sent  out,  manned  with  part  of  the  Dragon^s  crew,  for  the  purpose 
of  impressing  mariners  that  were  expected  to  arrive  in  the  home- 
ward-bound ships.  The  question  was,  whether  a  prize  made  by 
such  a  vessel  was  to  be  condemned  as  a  droit  of  Admiralty  or  as 
prize  to  the  Dragon. 

Sib  W.  Scott. — This  case  comes  on  upon  the  claim  of  Captain 
Aylmer  [of  the  Dragon^  who  is  unquestionably  a  very  meritorious 
officer,  and,  as  it  appears  by  his  affidavit,  commands  a  very  meri- 
torious crew.  If  considerations  of  this  kind  could  supply  a 
principle  of  judgment,  the  case  might  easily  be  decided ;  but  that 
genUeman,  as  well  as  everyone  else,  must  know  that  the  Court  can 

E  E  2 


420  THE  MELOMANE. 

1803         only  look  to  legal  principles  as  the  fonndations  of  a  legal  deoLdon ; 
Decembers.    ^^^  ^.^^^  whatever  the  personal  merits  of  the  parties  may  be,  they 


The         cannot  in  any  degree  influence  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  but 

*    must  be  left  to  seek  their  remuneration  elsewhere.    It  is  made  a 

Scott.   q^ggt^Qi^  \j^  Q^Q  ^i  Qf  Court,  and  in  argimient,  whether  the  capture 

was  effected  by  the  Assistance  cutter  or  by  the  boat  of  the  Dragonj 
accompanied  by  the  cutter.  All  the  depositions  represent  the 
capture  to  have  been  mcule  by  the  Assistance  cutter,  acting,  as  the 
French  witnesses  describe  her,  as  a  tender  to  the  Dragon^  though 
this  is  a  fact  which  could  not  be  a  subject  of  observation  at  the 
time,  and  could  be  known  to  them  only  by  the  report  of  the  boat's 
crew  afterwards.  The  effect  of  this  evidence  only  serves  to  show 
that  the  Assistance  cutter  was  the  actual  captor.  It  is  contended 
in  argument,  however,  that  the  boat  of  the  Di^agon  was  sent  out  to 
take  possession,  and  that  such  an  act  of  seizure  by  the  boat's  crew 
of  the  Dragon  will  entitle  the  ship  herself  to  the  whole  benefit  of 
the  prize.  The  Court  would  certainly  be  disposed  to  extend,  as  far 
as  it  could  with  propriety,  to  ships  of  war  the  benefit  of  captures 
made  by  their  boats  acting  distinctly  in  that  capacity.  There 
must  be  situations  in  which  the  capture  could  not  be  made  other- 
wise, and  many  considerations  of  convenience  require  that  they 
should  be  allowed  to  take  in  whatever  manner  their  judgment  may 
deem  most  expedient,  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
either  by  their  whole  force  or  by  a  part  detached  on  that  particular 
service.  The  Court  would  therefore  not  be  disposed  to  narrow  the 
legal  effect  of  the  operations  of  their  boat's  crew.  But  in  this 
particular  case  it  remains  to  be  considered,  in  the  first  place, 
whether  the  boat  was  acting  as  the  boat  of  the  Dragon  or  not. 
The  tenor  of  all  the  evidence  inclines  me  to  think  that  she  was 
not ;  that  she  had  been  detached  from  the  Dragon  and  attached  to 
the  Assistance  cutter,  and  that  she  was  employed  in  performing 
the  same  services  for  the  cutter  as  she  would  have  performed  for 
her  own  ship.  If  that  is  to  be  taken  as  a  correct  view  of  her  situa- 
tion, I  cannot  but  accede  to  what  has  been  said  in  argument,  that 
a  boat  so  detached  from  one  and  attached  to  another  vessel  must 
be  taken  as  acting  under  the  authority  and  for  the  benefit  of  the 
ship  to  which,  at  that  time  and  in  those  operations,  she  more 
properly  belongs.     The  fact  appears  to  me  to  be,  as  it  is  desoribed 


SirW.  Scott. 
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by  the  witneeses  of  the  eaptured  ship,  "that  the  capture  was        1803 
actually  and  effectually  made  by  the  Assistance  cutter,  and  that    ^^*^^^*^^^' 
the  boat  was  only  used  to  perform  such  acts  as  would  in  the    ,,  Thk 

Melohans. 

ordinaxy  course  of  service  have  been  peiformed  by  the  cutter's 
own  boat." 

Taking  the  fact  to  be  that  the  capture  was  made  by  the 
Assistance  cutter,  the  Court  has  only  to  decide  how  far  the  act  of 
the  Assistance  can  enure  to  the  benefit  of  the  Dragon^  on  which  she 
is  represented  as  attendant.  It  is  an  elementary  principle  of  Prize 
Law  that  all  prize  belongs  to  the  State,  in  monarchies  to  the 
Sovereign.  By  modem  policy  this  interest  has  been  granted  out 
to  persons  of  certain  descriptions,  acting  under  the  authority  of 
public  commissions.  A  very  ancient  grant  has  given  to  the  Lord 
High  Admiral  the  benefit  of  all  prize  taken  by  persons  not  com- 
missioned, and  it  lies  on  the  individual  captor  in  every  case  to 
show  the  authority  by  which  he  is  entitled  to  take  for  his 
own  benefit.  The  title-deeds,  on  which  only  claims  of  this  kind 
can  be  constructed,  are  the  Prize  Act  and  the  Proclamation. 
The  Proclamation  confers  the  interest  in  prize  "  on  our  ships 
of  war  and  those  which  have  taken  out  letters  of  marque."  The 
Prize  Act  is  much  to  the  same  effect,  adding  only  in  the  last 
Act,  "mariners,  &c.  on  board  our  hired  armed  ships."  These 
descriptions  of  vessels  are,  with  those  acting  under  letter  of  marque, 
the  only  parties  that  can  maintain  a  legal  interest  in  prize.  What 
are  the  circumstances  of  this  case?  Captain  Aylmer's  affidavit 
states  that  the  cutter  was  hired  at  his  expense,  and  stored  and 
manned  from  the  King's  ship  the  Dragon,  That  commanding 
officers  of  his  Majesty's  ships  may  have  a  right  to  put  their  men, 
arms,  and  stores  on  board  another  vessel  I  shall  not  question  in 
the  present  case.  There  may  be  circumstances  that  may  render  it 
fit,  in  many  instances,  that  such  a  discretion  should  be  exercised, 
subject  to  the  responsibility  that  always  attends  them  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  public  duty.  But  the  question  which  I  have  to 
consider  is  whether,  by  so  doing,  an  officer  can  be  said  to  put  that 
other  vessel  into  commission,  and  entitle  it  to  the  privilege  of 
being  reckoned  amongst  the  description  of  vessels  to  which  the 
interest  in  prize  is  given  by  the  Proclamation  and  the  Prize  Act. 
Lideed,  I  may  observe  that  the  very  claim  that  is  set  up  for  the 
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1803         Dragan   oontaradicts   the    suggestion,   because   if   this    cutter,  so 
December  %.    employed,  could  be  considered  as  commissioned  to  take  for  herself, 


The         she  would  become  a  constituent  part  of  the  navy,  and  the  Dragon 
could  have  no  interest  to  maintain.    If,  then,  the  cutter  is  not  a 


Sip  W.  Soott. 


commissioned  vessel,  the  question  must  be  whether,  not  being 
entitled  to  take  for  herself,  she  does,  from  being  so  fitted  out, 
become  a  boat,  or,  in  a  legal  point  of  view,  a  constituent  part  of 
the  Dragon^ 8  force  P  What  I  have  said  of  boats  may  in  some 
degree  apply  to  tenders.  If  a  capture  is  made  by  a  tender 
attached  by  the  interposition  of  public  authority,  on  every  principle 
on  which  a  capture  by  a  boat  would  entitle  its  ship,  a  capture  made 
by  a  tender  specially  employed  in  that  capture  by  the  ship  of  war 
to  which  she  belonged  might,  perhaps,  entitle  that  ship.  But  this 
is  not  a  tender  attached  by  any  interposition  of  public  authority, 
but  by  the  private  act  of  the  officer  hiring  and  manning  her  him- 
self. Is  a  cutter  so  set  forth  recognized  by  the  Admiralty  in  any 
capacity  P  Is  she  borne  on  the  books,  or  considered  as  a  part  of 
the  navy  of  England  P  I  apprehend  not ;  she  is  taken  up  by  the 
gentleman  himself,  acting  from  his  own  discretion,  for  good  pur- 
poses no  doubt,  but  not  in  a  manner  that  can  give  such  a  vessel 
any  connection  or  incorporation  with  the  navy  of  Great  Britain. 
Surely  it  is  not  to  be  maintained  that  an  officer,  by  putting  his 
men  on  board,  can  constitute  a  ship  to  be  a  part  of  the  navy  of 
Great  Britcdn.  Such  a  character  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  to  be 
impressed  without  the  intervention  of  some  public  authority.  If 
the  contrary  could  be  held  this  must  follow :  that  an  officer  of  a 
large  ship  might  form  out  of  these  tenders  as  many  ships  of  war 
as  he  pleased.  He  might  compose  a  fleet.  It  is  said  that  a  similar 
practice  has  been  not  unfrequent  in  the  West  Indies.  But  every- 
body knows  that  in  remote  situations  the  principal  persons  in 
command  must  necessarily  be  intrusted  with  a  greater  latitude  of 
discretion.  In  such  a  situation  they  must  act  as  well  as  they  can 
from  their  own  judgment,  not  having  an  opportunity  of  referring 
immediately  to  the  Board  of  Admiralty  for  instructions  and  authority 
suited  to  the  various  circumstances  that  may  occur.  They  grant 
commissions,  it  is  to  be  observed,  for  the  same  reason,  and  if  these 
commissions  are  afterwards  confirmed  by  the  Admiralty  they  rank 
from  the  original  date.    If  a  case  of  this  description  was  to  come 
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before  the  Court  from  any  such  remote  station  the  Court  would        1803 
have  to  consider  how  far  the  particular  circumstances  would  bear    ^^^*^^*'^^^' 
it  out  in  point  of  validity.    At  home  the  case  is  very  different.        Thh 

When  an  oflBcer  has  it  in  his  power  to  refer  instantly  to  the         

Admiralty  the  same  effect  will  not  f oUow.  Nor  is  it  to  be  ascribed  ^  ^'  ^^' 
even  to  the  acts  of  an  admiral ;  for  it  appears  to  me  that  an  admiral 
on  the  home  station  would  have  no  more  power  than  a  captain  of 
a  single  ship  to  constitute  a  tender  to  be  part  of  the  public  navy^ 
though  aU  that  is  done  by  the  cdmiral  in  this  case  is  simply  to 
give  them  leave  to  go  out.  A  good  deal  has  been  said  upon  the 
consequences  and  general  convenience  of  such  a  practice.  It  is 
impossible  to  attend  much  to  such  considerations.  If  I  am  to 
entertain  them  at  all,  I  confess  it  appears  to  me  that  the  incon- 
venience of  such  measures  would  very  much  preponderate.  More 
captures,  it  is  true,  might  be  made,  but  what  would  be  the  general 
effect  P  If  every  merchant  ship  might  sally  out  and  take  imder  the 
authority  of  ships  of  war,  the  number  of  captures  might  be  greatly 
increased;  but  such  a  consequence,  however  lucrative  to  individuals, 
never  could  be  admitted  as  a  BufiSdent  justification  of  such  a 
principle  in  point  of  political  expedience.  It  is  of  much  more 
important  expedience  that  it  should  be  left  to  the  State  alone  to 
judge,  both  of  the  extent  and  of  the  mode  of  hostility  that  is  to  be 
exercised.  That  is  a  principle  which  must  never  be  lost  sight  of. 
Looking  at  this  case,  therefore,  in  every  point  of  view,  both  on 
principle  and  expedience,  I  have  a  clear  and  decided  opinion,  on 
which  I  feel  no  hesitation  to  pronounce,  that  this  capture  was  not 
made  by  persons  legally  commissioned  to  take  for  their  own  benefit, 
and  consequently  that  the  petition  of  Captain  Aylmer  must  be 
rejected. 
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[6C.Bob.7o.]  THE  DIANA. 

Capture — 8hip~-Ca¥go — Freight. 

If  goods  are  not  carried  to  their  destination  freight  is  not  due ;  if  they 
are,  the  olaimant  is  entitled  to  restitution  with  payment  of  freight  to 
the  captor. 

1803  Sir  "W.  Scott. — This  is  a  question  of  freight,  in  which  I  have 

L  to  determine  whether  these  cargoes,  taken  before  hostilities  and 

brought  into  this  country,  should  pay  freight,  having  been  destined 

to  another  country  under  the  original  contract 

There  are  two  rules  on  this  subject  equally  general.  The  first 
is,  that  if  goods  are  not  carried  to  their  original  destination,  within 
the  intention  of  the  contracting  parties,  freight  shall  not  be  due ; 
and  on  this  ground,  that  the  contract  not  being  completed,  either 
in  substance  or  form,  the  speculation  of  the  party  has  not  been  pro- 
ductive. The  benefit  of  the  contract  is  lost,  and  the  party  has  to 
provide  auother  vehicle  to  carry  on  the  goods  to  the  port  of  their 
destination.  In  some  cases,  indeed,  it  may  happen  that  the  port 
to  which  the  goods  are  brought  may  prove  more  beneficial,  and 
afford  a  better  market.  But  the  Court  does  not  enter  into  the 
minutiae  of  such  calculations,  which  would  be  attended  with  great 
trouble  in  the  inquiry,  and  much  uncertainty  in  the  result.  It 
takes  the  presumption  arising  from  destination  only,  and  founds 
upon  it  the  general  rule,  that  in  such  a  case  the  claimant  shall 
receive  restitution  of  his  goods  without  the  burden  of  freight.  The 
other  rule  equally  general  is,  that  when  the  contract  is  executedi 
by  bringing  the  cargo  to  the  place  of  destination,  the  captor,  to 
whom  the  vessel  is  condemned,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  freight  which 
has  been  earned.  He  stands  in  the  place  of  the  owner  of  the  ship, 
and  is  held  entitled  to  the  price  of  the  services  which  have  been 
performed  in  the  execution  of  the  contract.  In  some  instances  it 
may  prove  disadvantageous  to  the  claimant ;  and  it  is  certainly  a 
clear  inconvenience  in  all  cases  to  be  obliged  to  receive  the  goods 
under  the  process  of  a  Prize  Court,  subject  to  the  expenses  which 
may  have  been  incurred,  or  to  the  delay  of  further  proof,  instead  of 
taking  them  with  more  facility  in  the  course  of  their  original  consign- 
ment.   But  on  the  same  principle  the  Court  declines,  on  this  side 
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also,  to  enter  into  a  minute  estimate  of  these  oiroumstanoes,  which  I803 
must  in  every  case  branch  out  into  particulars  of  infinite  variety.  ■P^g^*»^^Q- 
It  constructs  a  general  rule  on  the  same  grounds  of  presumption  Ths  Diana. 
which  it  assumes  on  the  other  side,  and  decrees  freight  to  be  paid  SirW.  Soott. 
to  the  captor,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  goods  had  been 
delivered  under  the  original  consignment.  These  are  two  classes 
of  cases,  and  the  question  is,  under  which  class  the  present  case 
falls,  or  whether  it  may  not  form  a  third  and  distinct  class, 
founded  on  peculiar  circumstances,  and  requiring  a  rule  not  strictly 
applicable  on  the  same  precise  ground  to  either  of  the  other  two. 
What  are  the  facts  P  The  claims  were  given  by  persons  of  this 
country,  on  a  representation  that  these  goods  were  going  on  a 
destination  which  waa  obtruded  on  them  by  the  narrow  poUcy  of 
Holland ;  that  having  themselves  elected  this  country  as  the  most 
eligible  country  for  importation,  they  were  compelled  to  send  their 
goods  to  Holland,  though  with  the  final  intention  on  their  own 
parts  to  have  these  goods  remitted  either  in  specie  or  in  proceeds  to 
this  country,  as  the  country  to  which  they  would  immediately  have 
consigned  them  if  at  liberty  so  to  do.  Now  I  cannot  but  think  that 
this  fact  forms  a  material  fundamental  basis  for  the  rule  which  is 
proper  to  be  applied  to  such  cases ;  for  although  the  voyage  has 
not  been  precisely  that  described  in  the  contract,  it  is  that  which 
the  parties  themselves  would  have  elected,  if  not  prevented  and 
diverted  by  the  over-ruling  policy  of  the  foreign  country.  As  to 
what  is  said  of  the  disadvantages  which  the  claimants  may  have 
sustained,  the  Court  enters  not  into  such  considerations,  and  for 
the  reasons  described.  It  is  not  in  the  habit  of  doing  it  in  cases 
falling  under  either  of  the  general  rules  which  I  have  mentioned. 
Indeed,  the  parties  are  in  a  great  measure  stopped  from  averring 
that  the  arrival  in  this  country  is  not  beneficial  to  them,  by  having 
framed  their  application  on  a  previous  averment  of  their  wish  and 
final  determination  to  have  brought  the  produce  hither,  if  they 
had  not  been  restrained.  They  must  be  presumed  to  have  formed 
this  determination  on  a  view  of  all  the  advantages  and  disadvan- 
tages that  were  likely  to  proceed  from  it.  At  the  same  time, 
though  I  will  not  enter  minutely  into  the  question,  I  cannot  but 
observe  that  they  have  received  restitution  in  their  own  ports 
under  their  own  eye,  and  where  the  delivery  has  been  in  London, 
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1808        in  a  port  which  has  been  the  great  dep6t  of  articles  of  this  kind  for 
some  years,  and  may  be  supposed  therefore  to  be  a  port  eminently 


ThbDiaha.  beneficial.  As  to  what  is  said  of  the  delay  or  expense  of  obtaining 
BirW.  Soott.  possession  through  litigation,  those  inconveniences  are  not  more 
than  may  be  imputed  to  other  cases  falling  under  the  old  rulcB. 
Once  for  all  on  that  subject,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  the 
merchant  in  time  of  war  should  obtcdn  possession  of  his  goods 
seized,  with  exactly  the  same  convenience  as  he  would  have  done 
under  the  original  consignment  in  time  of  peace,  and  when  none 
of  the  accidents  of  war  had  intervened  to  interrupt  the  delivery. 

Looking  at  the  substance  of  the  csLse,  and  seeing  that  the  parties 
have  obtained  restitution  in  their  own  country,  and  generally  in 
the  very  port  which  they  would  have  elected  if  they  had  not  been 
diverted  by  over-ruling  necessity,  I  think  it  may  be  considered  as 
coming  under  the  second  rule,  or,  if  not  under  that,  under  another 
resting  on  nearly  the  same  principles.  The  case  of  the  Etruaco^ 
which  has  been  cited,  was  a  case  of  a  ship  that  had  come  from  the 
East  Indies  almost  to  the  port  of  her  destination,  which  was 
Ostend.  The  claimant  was  a  Swiss  gentleman,  who  was  brought 
hither  solely  in  consequence  of  the  capture,  and  who  was  after- 
wards induced  to  settle  in  this  country  by  circumstances  of  a 
private  and  domestic  nature.  That  case  therefore  bears  no  real  resem- 
blance to  this.  It  would  have  been  precisely  a  parallel  case  if,  by 
any  physical  possibility,  the  ship  and  goods  could  have  gone  to 
Switzerland ;  or  if  the  parties  could  and  would  have  sent  them 
there,  if  not  obstructed  by  the  authority  of  a  hostile  power.  If 
either  of  these  cases  could  have  happened,  will  anybody  say  that 
freight  would  not  have  been  decreed  P  In  that  particular  case,  the 
Court  of  Appeal  would  not  enter  into  the  subsequent  history  of 
the  claimant,  though  it  is  impossible  not  to  remember  that  a  good 
deal  of  commiseration  mixed  itself  with  the  considerations  on 
which  that  judgment  was  formed.  On  the  reasons  which  I  have 
stated,  applying  only  to  the  circumstances  of  this  class  of  cases, 
and  not  to  be  made  a  ground  of  experiment  for  similar  demands 
in  other  cases  not  attended  with  the  same  original  facts  on  which 
this  case  is  to  be  decided — not  because  the  result  in  coming  to 
these  ports  may  have  been  more  beneficial  to  the  parties,  but 
because  the  intention  of  the  parties,  as  they  have  themselves  stated 
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it,  has  been  substantially  fulfilled,  and   the   goods  have  been        1803 

delivered  to  their  possession  in  the  very  country  (a)  to  which  they  ^^^^^^  i^* 

would  have  wished  them  to  have  come — I  pronounce  these  to  be  Thb  Diajta. 
cases  in  which  freight  is  due. 


Sir  W.  Soott. 


THE  SPES  AND  THE  lEENE.  [6C.Rob.76.] 

Blockade — Inquiries  hy  Master  of  Neutral  Vessel — Condemnation. 

After  3iotice  of  an  existing  blockade  of  a  port,  a  master  of  a 
neutral  yessel  wlio  takes  her  to  the  entrance  of  such  port  to  obtain 
information  renders  his  vessel  liable  to  condemnation. 

This  was  a  case  of  two  vessels  proceeded  against  and  condemned        1804 
for  a  violation  of  the  blockade  of  the  Elbe  (b).  '^XSfed  ' 

July  11,  1807. 

On  the  part  of  the  captors,  the  Ktng^s  Advocate. 

On  the  other  side,  Laurence. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — ^These  cases  stand  upon  one  ground,  being  the 
cases  of  ships  belonging  to  the  same  owner  going  from  Archangel  . 
with  an  avowed  purpose  of  entering  the  Elbe.  The  master  of  the 
Irene  had,  as  it  appears,  received  a  letter  from  his  owner  giving 
notice  of  the  blockade,  but  expressing  an  opinion  that  it  would  not 
be  of  long  continuance.  Under  this  expectation  he  was  directed  to 
proceed  on  his  intended  destination,  to  come  off  the  Elbe,  and  to 
inquire  whether  the  river  was  then  under  blockade  or  not.  It  has 
been  contended  that  the  blockade  of  the  Elbe  is  to  be  considered 
on  different  principles  from  those  that  are  applied  to  other 
blockades,  inasmuch  as  it  is  a  blockade  not  imposed  upon  the 


(a)  On  the  claims  restored  to 
foreign  merchants,  no  freight  was 
paid — Hoop,  June  15th.  In  the  case 
of  the  Vrouw  Henrietta,  23rd  March, 
on  the  claim  of  Mr.  Ancrom,  a  mer- 
chant of  London,  a  distinction  was 
taken  that  the  goods  were  not  brought 
to  London,  but  were  imliyered  at 
Plymouth,  and  therefore  that  they 


had  not  been  brought  totheclaimanf  s 
own  port.  The  Court  overruled  the 
distinction,  and  held  that  parcel  of 
goods  to  be  equally  subject  to  freight. 

(b)  The  notification  of  the  blockade 
of  the  Elbe  appeared  in  the  Gazette, 
28th  June,  1803 :  Weser,  26th  July ; 
Havre,  6th  September. 
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1804         country,  but  on  the  enemy  in  the  interior ;  that  it  was  directed 
— 'H^ — L  principally  against  the  enemy,  and  that  it  is  only  incidentally  and 


^^ra^Sra^  by  unavoidable  consequence  that  the  trade  of  the  neutral  neighbour* 

hood  is  made  subject  to  it.   This  representation  is  to  a  great  extent 

true,  and  may,  under  circumstances  that  admit  of  any  latitude  of 
interpretation,  entitle  the  parties  to  all  the  indulgent  considera* 
tions  that  can  fairly  be  applied  to  their  case.     But  all  the  general 
consequences  of  such  a  blockade  must  be  supposed  to  have  been 
duly  considered  by  the  Qovemment  imposing  it,  and  when  the 
measure  is  once  applied  the  Court  is  under  the  neisessity  of  en- 
forcing it  on  the  only  principles  on  which  any  other  blockade  ever 
has  been  or  can  be  established.    Were  the  Court  disposed  to  desert 
those  principles  and  to  wander  into  new  speculations  respecting 
blockades,  I  do  not  observe  that  the  gentlemen  have  even  sug- 
gested the  new  principles  on  which  it  could  act.     The  Court  is 
therefore  under  the  necessity  of  applying  the  same  general  prin- 
ciples on  which  aU  former  decisions  on  this  right  of  war  have  been 
founded,  though  in  so  doing  it  would  be  disposed,  undoubtedly,  to 
apply  them  leniently,  and  with  attention  to  every  circumstance 
that  could  entitle  the  parties  to  favourable  considerations.    Then 
what  are  the  facts?    These  ships  had  both  received  notice  from 
the  owner  that  the  Elbe  was  at  that  time  in  a  state  of  blockade.    It 
has  been  said  that  no  such  intelligence  had  been  received  from  the 
consul  of  the  State  of  Hamburg,  though  I  must  presume  it  had, 
because  as  the  notification  was  made  to  the  consul  here,  it  was  his 
duty  to  make  the  communication  to  the  ocmsuls  of  his  government 
in  foreign  ports.  And  as  the  information  had  arrived  at  Hamburg, 
and  had  been  actually  communicated  from  thence  to  Archangel  by 
private  channels,  the  same  communication  must  be  supposed  to 
have  been  made  from  public  authority  to  the  public  Minister ;  or, 
if  not,  if  there  had  been  any  neglect,  the  consequence  must  be 
imputed  only  to  the  State  and  its  officers,  who  are  answerable  to 
their  subjects  for  the  consequence  of  their  neglect.    It  is  said, 
indeed,  that  the  masters  received  contrary  information  from  their 
consul,  and  that  they  were  told  by  him  that  the  blockade  was 
raised,  though  the  averment  does  not,  I  perceive,  distinctly  state 
that,  as  appears  by  the  evidence  in  this  very  case,  but  only  that  it 
would  be  raised  before  they  arrived.    Had  the  information  been 
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more  positiye  it  would  be  difficult  to  attribute  to  it  any  suoh  effect        I804 
as  would  serve  to  the  indemnification  of  these  parties.    If  this   ^^'^^'^  ^^' 
conjectural  information  at  Archangel  proved  false,  they  must  look  ^^^  S^  ^»i> 

for  redress  to  their  own  government,  or  to  those  employed  under        

it,  who  gave  suoh  erroneous  inteUigenoe.  If  the  information  of 
foreign  ministers  could  be  deemed  sufficient  to  exempt  a  party 
from  aU  penalty  there  would  be  no  end  of  such  excuses.  Courts  of 
justice  are  compelled,  I  think,  to  hold  as  a  principle  of  necessary 
caution  that  the  misinformation  of  a  foreign  minister  cannot  be 
received  as  a  justification  for  failing  in  actual  breach  of  an  existing 
blockade.  The  letters  of  the  owner  inform  the  masters  that  the 
blockade  would  probably  be  at  an  end  before  they  arrived,  and 
direct  them  to  proceed  for  the  Elbe.  Are  these  the  orders  which 
owners  ought  to  have  given  P  I  think  not.  The  neutral  merchant 
is  not  to  speculate  on  the  greater  or  less  probability  of  the  termina- 
tion of  a  blockade  to  send  his  vessels  to  the  very  mouth  of  the  river 
and  say :  '^  If  you  do  not  meet  with  the  blockading  force,  enter ;  if 
you  do,  ask  a  warning,  and  proceed  elsewhere."  Who  does  not  at 
once  perceive  the  frauds  to  which  such  a  rule  would  be  introduc- 
tory P  The  true  rule  is,  that  after  the  knowledge  of  an  existing 
blockade,  you  are  not  to  go  to  the  very  station  of  blockade  under 
pretence  of  inquiry.  It  is  contended,  however,  on  this  point  that 
the  parties  are  entitled  to  the  same  eqidty  as  was  allowed  to 
American  vessels  during  the  last  war  (a).  But  what  was  thatP 
That  ships  sailing  from  America,  before  the  knowledge  of  the 
blockade  had  reached  America,  should  be  entitled  to  a  notice,  even 
at  the  blockaded  port ;  and  that  ships  sailing  afterwards  might 
sail  on  a  contingent  destination  even  to  that  port,  with  the 
purpose  of  calling  at  some  British  port,  or  at  some  neutral 
port,  for  information;  and  that  they  should  be  allowed  the 
benefit  of  such  a  contingent  destination  to  be  ascertained 
and  rendered  definite  by  the  information  which  they  should 
receive  in  Europe.  But  in  no  csLse  was  it  held  that 
they  might  sail  to  the  mouth  of  a  blockaded  port  to  inquire 
whether  a  blockade,  of  which  they  had  received  previous  formal 
notice,  was  still  in  existence  or  not.     If  particular  parties  are 

(a)  See  the  Bdiey  (No.  2),  arde^  p.  147. 
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1804        innooent  in  their  intention,  it  is  still  a  measure  of  neoeesary 

anuafy  10.    ^^tiQJ^^  j^^^  ^f  preventive  legal  policy,  to  hold  the  rule  general 

'^  ^Sm^  against  the  liberty  of  inquiring  at  the  very  mouth  of  the  blockaded 

port,  which  would  amount  in  practice  to  a  universal  licence  to 

attempt  to  enter,  and,  on  being  prevented,  to  claim  the  liberty  of 
going  elsewhere.  It  is  next  contended  that  the  master  on  being 
brought  to  said  that  he  was  not  going  to  a  blockaded  port,  but 
that  he  would  go,  in  obedience  to  his  instructions,  to  a  port  in 
Norway,  and  therefore  that  the  claimant  is  entitled  to  the  benefit 
of  a  deviation.  But  this  comes  too  late ;  he  was  taken  in  the  act 
of  going  towards  the  blockaded  port.  The  act  is,  in  my  opinion, 
to  be  taken  as  completed  by  the  attempt.  If  the  owners  are 
innocent,  they  must,  in  law,  be  bound  by  the  indiscretion  of  their 
agent.  But  this  is  not  a  case  of  persons  suffering  merely  by  the 
misconduct  of  their  agents.  The  owners  here  are  directly  impli- 
cated  by  the  instructions  which  they  themselves  have  given*  It 
may  fall  hardly  upon  them,  but  I  feel  myself  obliged  to  pronounce 
that  there  would  be  no  principle  upon  which  a  blockade  could  be 
enforced,  if  such  excuses  as  these  were  to  be  admitted,  and  that 
these  vessels  are  subject  to  condemnation. 


[60.iiob.82.]  THE  TWILLma  RIGET. 

Ship — BesHhttion  with  Freight — Bate  to  be  AUowed. 

A  decree  was  made  that  a  ship  should  be  restored  with  freight,  and 
the  amount  to  be  paid  was  referred  to  the  Begistrar  and  meiohants. 
Heldy  on  objection  to  the  report  that  though  the  Begistrar  and  merchants 
should  not,  without  good  cause,  depart  from  the  rate  of  freight  provided 
by  the  charter,  they  were  not  bound  by  such  rate. 

1804  This  was  a  case  on  objection  to  the  Registrar's  report,  respecting 

/amwry  11.  ^j^^  amount  of  freight  that  was  to  be  paid  to  this  vessel  and  several 
other  ships  under  a  decree  of  restitution  with  freight.  They  were 
ships  that  had  been  captured  on  a  voyage  from  Batavia  to  Copen- 
hagen, under  an  affreightment  to  Mr.  De  Coninck,  and  employed 
in  transporting  to  Europe  the  quantity  of  Batavian  produce  which 
that  gentleman  had  purchased  under  contract  with  the  Dutch  East 
India  Company. 


THE  TWILLING  EIGET.  4Sl 

The  Act  of  Court  set  forth,  on  the  part  of  the  owners,  that  the        I804 
ship  had  been  chartered  at  Copenhagen,  in  June,  1798,  to  perform   ^^***^  ^^' 
a  voyage  to  Batavia  in  ballast,  and  back  to  Copenhagen,  with  a  ThbTwiluno 
cargo  at  the  freight  of  60,000  dollars,  being  equal  to  about  120  rix 
dollars  per  ton.    In  the  report,  the  Eegistrar  and  merchants  were 
disposed  to  consider  this  freight  as  above  the  just  rate,  and  allowed 
only  what  other  ships  appeared  to  have  contracted  for,  about  the 
same  time,  95  dollars  per  ton.    The  freight  was  calculated  at  that 
rate  on  the  burthen  of  365  tons,  whereas  it  was  stated  as  a  material 
objection  that  the  tonnage  in  the  East  India  trade  is  not  confined 
to  the  shipbuilder's  measurement,  but  that  there  is  an  option 
allowed  of  taking  either  that  measurement,  or  another  known  rule, 
according  to  the  proportionate  bulk  and  weight  of  certain  articles. 

BiR  W.  Scorr. — It  is  agreed  on  all  sides  that  these  cases  must 
go  again  before  the  Hegistrar  and  merchants  to  be  reconsidered  on 
the  objections  that  are  made  to  the  mode  of  calculating  the 
burthen.  It  will,  therefore,  not  be  necessary  for  me  to  say  much 
on  that  point,  or  to  give  any  precise  judgment  upon  the  case  at 
large ;  because  if  it  should  happen  that  they  see  occasion  to  make 
a  larger  allowance  on  that  score,  it  is  probable  that  the  difference 
between  the  parties  may  no  longer  be  very  material.  At  the  same 
time  I  will  say,  that  I  perfectly  accede  to  the  principle  that  has  been 
advanced,  in  support  of  the  rule  on  which  the  Registrar  and 
merchant  have  proceeded,  that  the  charter  party  is  not  the  measure 
by  which  the  captor  in  all  cases  is  bound,  even  where  no  fraud  is 
imputed  to  the  contract  itself.  When  by  the  events  of  war  navi- 
gation is  rendered  so  hazardous  as  to  raise  the  price  of  freight  to 
an  extraordinary  height,  captors  are  not  necessarily  bound  to  that 
inflamed  rate  of  freight.  When  no  such  circumstance  exists,  when 
a  ship  is  carrying  on  an  ordinary  trade,  the  charter  pariy  is 
undoubtedly  the  rule  of  valuation,  unless  impeached ;  the  captor 
puts  himself  in  the  place  of  the  owner  of  the  cargo,  and  takes  with 
that  specific  lien  upon  it.  But  a  very  different  rule  is  to  be  applied 
when  the  trade  is  subjected  to  extraordinary  risk  and  hazard  from 
its  connection  with  the  events  of  war  and  the  redoubled  activity 
and  success  of  the  belligerent  cruisers.  It  appears  to  me  that  this 
is  a  case  of  that  kind ;  and  it  may  not  be  improper  to  advert  a 
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1804         little  to  the  nature  of  the  commerce  in  which  the  ship  was  engaged 

January  11.    j^^  j^^  performance  of  a  contract  which  has  been  deemed  illegal, 

ThbTwillwo  both  in  this  Court  and  in  the  Court  of  Appeal.     In  such  a  service 

'       it  could  not  but  have  been  considered  as  an  adventure  of  some 

IP  w.  tt.  iia^ard  to  send  ships  on  a  new  and  experimental  trade,  which  was, 
in  its  effect,  to  put  Mr.  De  Coninck  into  the  place  of  the  Dutch 
East  India  Company.  The  owners  would  naturally  look  for  their 
indemnification  in  an  advanced  freight  in  terms  which  might  not 
be  in  any  degree  unfair  or  unreasonable  between  the  parties,  con- 
sidered as  the  premiums  of  a  voyage  eminently  hazardous  on 
account  of  its  illegality,  as  against  the  rights  of  this  country.  Mr. 
De  Coninck  also  might  look  for  his  indemnification  to  the  Dutch 
East  India  Company  in  the  price  at  which  he  had  obtained 
this  contract,  in  consequence  of  their  distress.  Considerations 
of  this  nature  might  render  it  a  real  and  fair  contract  between 
the  parties;  but  the  freight,  as  a  burthen  upon  the  English 
captor,  does  not  come  loaded  with  all  these  considerationB,  none 
of  which  apply  to  him.  The  cases  of  the  com  ships  do,  I 
think,  bear  a  fair  analogy  to  this  case.  I  remember  well 
that  in  those  cases  a  paper  was  thrown  on  this  table  stating 
the  price  not  to  be  unreasonable,  under  the  opinion  of  some  of  the 
most  respectable  merchants  of  this  town,  that  such  would  be  the 
price  paid  by  the  French  consignee  under  the  then  distressed  state 
of  the  French  market.  But  the  Court  said  that  they  mistook  the 
principle,  ctnd  were  deciding  a  question  of  law,  viz.,  that  the 
captor  was  in  all  cases  bound  to  stand  to  the  chartered  price,  if  not 
impeached  by  the  real  prices  of  the  market.  The  principle  of  that 
decision  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  improperly  pressed  into  the  present 
case,  iemd  it  does  sufficiently  confirm  the  general  position  that 
captors  are  not  in  all  cases  bound  by  the  terms  of  the  charter 
party,  though  they  may  not  be  colourable  or  liable  to  any  imputa- 
tion of  fraud.  At  the  same  time,  the  Eegistrar  and  merchants  will 
not  depart  from  the  charter  party  without  good  cause,  and  without 
looking  on  all  sides  for  information.  Something  has  been  thrown 
out  in  argument  as  if  they  had  looked  no  further  than  to  the  two 
particuletr  cases,  in  which  a  freight  of  ninety-five  dollars  per  ton 
has  appeared  to  have  been  the  freight  stipulated  for  a  similar 
voyage  in  Copenhagen  about  the  same  time.    I  cannot  suppose 
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that  to  be  the  case ;  on  the  contrary,  knowing  their  experience  in        1804 
matters  of  trade,  their  opportunities  of  information,  and  the  strict    «^^«^ry  H- 


sense  which  they  entertain  of  their  duty  to  the  Court  and  to  the  ThbTwillwo 

public,  I  am  to  suppose  that  they  look  abroad  on  all  sides  to  obtcdn        ' 

all  possible  information  that  may  enable  them  to  do  justice  °"^ '^^  S<^**^- 
between  the  parties.  I  consider  their  report  not  as  an  opinion 
formed  only  with  a  reference  to  those  two  cases  of  Mr.  De  Ooninck, 
but  as  the  result  of  deliberate  inquiries  by  which  they  were  led  to 
consider  this  allowance  as  an  adequate  freight  for  such  a  voyage 
under  all  the  circumstances  that  were  fairly  applicable  to  it. 
Affirming  the  general  principle,  I  shall  refer  the  report  back  for 
their  reconsideration. 


THE  NOSTRA  SIGNORA  DE  BEGONA. 

Contraband — Besin — Mercantile  Port, 
Besin  consigned  to  a  mercantile  port  held  not  contraband. 

In  this  case  a  question  arose  respecting  the  contraband  quality 
of  resin  going  from  St.  Sebastian  to  the  port  of  Nantes. 

On  the  part  of  the  captors  the  Ktng^a  Advocate  contended  that  it 
was  an  article  much  used  as  an  ingredient  in  various  military 
preparations,  and  that  it  was  to  be  deemed  contraband. 

Sib  W.  Scx>tt. — ^Are  there  any  cases  in  which  this  article  has 
been  held  to  be  contraband  on  a  destination  to  a  port  merely 
mercantile  P  If  it  had  been  going  to  a  military  port  of  the  enemy 
I  should  have  had  no  hesitation,  as  there  are  many  cases  in  which, 
under  such  circumstances,  it  has  been  deemed  contraband.  Going 
to  a  mercantile  port  (a),  it  is  not,  I  think,  so  decidedly  of  a  warlike 
nature  as  to  be  excluded  from  the  favourable  considerations  that 
are  applied  to  other  articles  ancipitia  ustis.  I  shall  therefore 
decree  restitution. 


[6  C.Rob.  97.] 


1804 
January  31. 


(a)  Santa  Bona  Ventura,  Besin  on 
board  a  Portuguese  ship  to  Nantes 
restored  to  the  owner  of  the  ship. 
December  12th,  1747.  In  the  ship 
Carpenter,  January  24th,  1810,  a 
similar  question  arose  as  to  brim- 
stone,   on    appeal   from    the  Vice- 

K. 


Admiralty  Court  of  Malta.  The 
judgment  was :  *  *  It  is  not  to  be  under- 
stood that  brimstone  cannot  be  contra- 
band in  any  case,  but  merely  that  it 
is  not  under  the  circumstances  of  [2  Acton,  11.] 
this  case." 


F  F 
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[5  0.  Rob.  THE  JAN  FEEDEEICK. 

128.] 

Capture — Enemy  Cargo — Transfer  in  ConUmplaiion  of  War — Condemnation. 

A  transfer  of  property  in  transitu^  before  a  declaration  of  war,  but  in 
contemplation  of  war,  is  inYalid(a). 

1804  This  was  a  question  on  the  legality  of  a  oontraot  made  for 

^^^^^  ^'  colonial  produce,  in  transitu  10th  May,  1803,  before  the  war,  but 
in  avowed  contemplation  of  war  on  the  part  of  the  contracting 
parties. 

On  the  part  of  the  capture,  the  King* a  Advocate  and  Parsons. — 
This  question  relates  to  a  very  considerable  quantity  of  colonial 
produce,  in  this  and  in  other  vessels,  shipped  as  Dutch  property  on 
board  a  Dutch  vessel  bound  to  Holland,  but  purchased  in  itinere 
by  Mr.  Jonassen,  of  Embden,  under  a  contract  of  the  10th  May, 
1803. 

On  the  other  side,  Arnold  and  Laurence. 

Sir  W.  Soott. — ^This  question  arises  on  parts  of  several  cargoes 
put  on  board  Dutch  ships  in  January  and  February,  1803,  and 
brought  in  under  the  general  embargo  on  Dutch  property  previous 
to  hostilities  in  the  month  of  May.  The  property  is  documented 
for  the  account  and  risk  of  certain  estates  in  Surinam;  and 
certainly,  if  it  was  not  allowable  under  any  considerations  to  aver 
against  the  evidence  of  the  ships'  documents,  it  must  be  subject  to 
condemnation  as  Dutch  property.  But  the  Court  has  opened  a 
door  to  such  claims  in  opposition  to  the  averment  of  the  ships' 
papers ;  and  it  has  done  this  on  a  consideration  of  the  fair  course 
of  mercantile  speculation  in  time  of  peace.  It  has  even  allowed  a 
change  of  property  in  transitu^  by  the  transfer  of  the  bills  of  lading, 
where  it  had  been  done  without  any  view  of  accommodation  to 
relieve  the  seller  from  the  pressure  or  prospect  of  war.  In  the 
present  instance,  there  is  no  proof  of  any  transfer  of  the  bills  of 
lading,  except  as  to  one  or  two  parcels  of  goods  belonging  to  the 

(a)  See  the  Baltica,  Vol.  U. 
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widow  Noble,  which  do  indeed  bejur  an  endorsement,  but  whether        1804 
they  were  so  endorsed  before  or  after  the  war  it  does  not  appear. 


March  9. 


This  alone  would  be  suflfioient  to  defeat  the  claim ;  since,  till  the      The  Jan 

fBSDSSIOK. 


bill  of  lading  was  so  endorsed,  the  contract  woiild,  I  apprehend,  be 
a  thing  remaining  in  covenant  only.  It  might  subject  the  party 
to  an  action  damni  datij  but  it  would  not  amount  to  a  transfer, 
being  only  an  engagement  that  the  goods  should  be  transferred 
when  they  arrived.  That  a  transfer  may  take  place  in  transitu  has, 
I  have  abready  observed,  been  decided  in  two  or  three  cases  where 
there  had  been  no  actual  war,  nor  any  prospect  of  war,  mixing 
itself  with  the  transaction  of  the  parties.  But  in  time  of  war  this 
is  prohibited  as  a  vicious  contract :  being  a  fraud  on  belligerent 
rights,  not  only  in  the  particular  transaction,  but  in  the  great 
facility  which  it  would  necessarily  introduce  of  evading  those 
rights  beyond  the  possibility  of  detection.  It  is  a  road  that  in 
time  of  war  must  be  shut  up ;  for  although  honest  men  might  be 
induced  to  travel  it  with  very  innocent  intentions,  the  far  greater 
proportion  of  those  who  passed  would  use  it  only  for  sinister  pur- 
poses, and  with  views  of  fraud  on  the  rights  of  the  belligerent. 
This,  however,  is  not  a  contract  made  in  time  of  war ;  and  there- 
fore an  important  question  is  raised,  whether  the  contemplation  of 
war  would  have  the  same  effect  in  vitiating  these  contracts  as  actual 
war  ?  It  cannot  be  said  that  all  engagements  in  the  proximity  of 
war,  into  which  the  speculation  of  war  might  enter,  as,  for  instance, 
with  regard  to  the  price,  would  therefore  be  invalid.  The  con- 
templation of  war  is  undoubtedly  to  be  taken  in  a  more  restricted 
sense.  But  if  the  contemplation  of  war  leads  immediately  to  the 
transfer,  and  becomes  the  foundation  of  a  contract  that  would  not 
otherwise  be  entered  into  on  the  part  of  the  seller,  and  this  is 
known  to  be  so  done  in  the  understanding  of  the  purchaser, 
though  on  his  part  there  may  be  other  concurrent  motives,  as  in 
the  case  of  the  Rendsborg,  such  a  contract  cannot  be  held  good,  on 
the  same  principle  that  applies  to  invalidate  a  transfer  in  transitu 
in  time  of  actual  war.  The  motive  may  indeed  be  diflBcult  to  be 
proved,  but  that  will  be  the  diflBculty  of  particular  cases.  Sup- 
posing the  fact  to  be  established  that  it  is  a  sale  under  an  admitted 
necessity  arising  from  a  certain  expectation  of  war,  that  it  is  a  sale 
of  goods  not  in  the  possession  of  the  seller,  and  in  a  State  where 

fk2 
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1804         they  could  not  during  war  be  legally  transferred  on  account  of  the 
March  9.      f^aud  on  belligerent  rights,  I  cannot  but  think  that  the  same  fraud 


Thb;Ian     is  committed  against  the  belligerent — not,  indeed,  as  an  actual 

'    belligerent,  but  as  one  who  was  in  the  dear  expectation  of  both 

Scott,  ^jj^  contracting  parties  likely  to  become  a  belligerent — before  the 
arrival  of  the  property  which  is  made  the  subject  of  their  agree- 
ment. The  nature  of  both  contracts  is  identicaUy  the  same,  being 
equally  to  protect  the  property  from  capture  of  war — ^not,  indeed, 
in  either  case,  from  capture  at  the  present  moment  when  the  con- 
tract is  made,  but  from  the  danger  of  capture  when  it  was  likely  to 
occur.  The  object  is  the  same  in  both  instances,  to  afford  a 
guarantee  against  the  same  crisis.  In  other  words,  both  are  done 
for  the  purpose  of  eluding  a  belligerent  right,  either  present  or 
expected.  Both  contracts  are  framed  with  the  same  animo/rau' 
dandiy  and  are,  in  my  opinion,  justly  subject  to  the  same  rule. 

Upon  the  general  ground,  also,  of  guarding  against  fraud,  it 
appears  to  me  to  be  equally  necessary  to  apply  the  same  rule  to 
antecedent  contracts  of  this  nature.  The  danger  and  extent  of 
the  mischief  to  be  apprehended  is  perhaps  greater,  as  it  is  the  only 
method  by  which  the  accumulation  of  colonial  produce  could  be 
brought  home.  It  is  to  be  observed  also,  that  the  destination  is 
from  the  colony  to  the  port  of  the  mother  country,  in  which,  with 
the  slightest  management,  a  system  of  protecting  the  interests  of 
the  enemy  might  be  constructed  which  no  vigilance  could  detect. 
I  am  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  if  the  papers  and  letters  which 
have  been  produced  do  sufiGloiently  establish  the  purpose  attributed 
to  the  contract— if  it  is  proved  to  have  been  built  immediately  and 
fundamentally  on  the  contemplation  of  war  on  the  part  of  the 
seller,  and  that  it  would  not  otherwise  have  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  the  purchaser — ^it  is  an  illegal  contract,  and  must  so  be  held  on 
every  ground  on  which  similar  contracts  in  time  of  war  have  been 
held  to  be  invalid. 

It  remains,  then,  only  to  consider  the  evidence  of  this  fact, 
though  perhaps  a  preliminary  question  might  not  unfairly  be 
raised  which  would  have  excluded  all  other  observations,  viz., 
whether  in  truth  this  contract  was  a  bond,  fide  transfer. 

[After  an  examination  of  the  evidence  the  Court  concluded.] 
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But  taking  it  to  be  a  band  fide  contract,  yet  being  formed  in        1804 
transitu^  for  the  purpose  of  withdrawing  the  property  from  capture,  *  ^' 


it  does  intimately  partake  of  the  nature  of  those  contracts  which  Thb  Jah 

have,  m  the  repeated  decisions  of  this  and  of  the  Supreme  Court,        

been  pronounced  null  and  invalid ;  and  I  pronounce  this  property  ^    ' 
subject  to  condemnation. 


THE  WILHELMSBERa.  [«  o.  Bob. 

142.] 
Capture — Prize  Act — DtUy  of  Captor — Convenient  Port — Damages  and  Costa. 

When  a  vessel  is  not  taken  to  a  convenient  port  for  adjudication,  the 
captor  is  liable  to  be  condemned  in  damages  and  costs. 

This  was  a  question  of  costs  and  damages,  owing  to  the  neglect        ^^^^ 

of  the  captor  not  bringing  the  vessel  into  what  could  be  reasonably ! 1 

termed  a  convenient  port  under  the  Prize  Act  (43  Geo.  3,  c.  161  (a) .) 

Sir  W.  Scott. — This  ship  was  seized  on  a  voyage  from 
Amsterdam  to  Archangel,  under  a  suspicion,  I  presume,  of  Dutch 
property.  She  was  going  in  ballast  to  bring  a  cargo  to  Amsterdam, 
and  appears  to  have  been  very  much  in  the  habit  of  Dutch  trade, 
particularly  during  the  war.  On  these  and  other  grounds,  it  could 
not  be  fairly  denied  that  there  were  circumstances  to  justify  the 
seizure ;  but  the  second  act  of  sending  the  vessel  to  such  a  place  as 
Shetland  is  not  so  defensible.  The  Prize  Act  undoubtedly  gives 
the  captor  some  latitude  on  this  subject :  he  is  directed  generally 
"  to  send  his  prize  to  some  convenient  port."  Shetland  cannot,  I 
think,  be  considered  in  any  manner  as  such  a  port.  It  is  a  place 
where  the  captor  cannot  get  advice ;  much  less  can  the  claimant 
learn  in  what  manner  to  proceed,  or  where  to  resort  for  justice. 
The  captor  is  certainly  not  justified  under  the  Prize  Act  to  select 
any  port  that  he  pleases.  It  must  be  a  convenient  port,  and  in 
that  consideration  the  convenience  of  the  claimant  in  proceeding 
to  adjudication  is  among  one  of  the  first  things  to  which  the  atten- 
tion of  the  captor  ought  to  be  addressed.  If  the  vessel  had  been 
sent,  in  the  first  instance,  to  Leith,  or  Berwick,  or  to  any  of  the 

(a)  This  point  is  no  longer  regulated  by  statute.  See  Naval  Prize  Manual, 
No.  654.     (March,  1904,  Art.  111.)    See  alaopost,  p.  566, 
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1804         prinoipal  northern  ports  of  tliis  kingdom,  the  oonsequenees  that 
March  16.     \^q^yq  arisen  in  this  case  could  not  have  ensued.     The  papers  were 


UELlffBEBO. 

Sir  W.  Scott. 


Thb  Wil-  brought  in  on  the  2nd  of  August,  but  nothing  more  was  done  till 
the  16th.  In  the  meantime,  the  vessel  was  removed  to  Leith,  and 
on  the  23rd  of  August  an  offer  was  made  to  release.  Surely  it 
cannot  be  maintained  that  no  damage  had  accrued  at  this  time 
when  the  offer  was  made.  The  master  swears  that  he  could  not 
obtain  his  papers,  and  that  it  was  too  late  in  the  year  to  prosecute 
his  voyage  to  Archangel.  The  offer,  it  seems,  was  rejected  on  this 
account,  and  because  there  was  no  reservation  of  costs  and  damages, 
which  might  very  prudently  and  in  most  cases  very  safely  be 
made.  I  cannot  think  that  the  neutral  master  acted  in  any  manner 
improperly  in  declining  such  an  offer,  being  only  told  to  go  about 
his  business,  and  that  he  would  hear  no  more  of  the  matter.  To 
release  a  vessel  in  this  summary  manner,  without  her  consent,  after 
she  was  once  brought  in,  would  be  contrary  to  the  directions  of 
the  Prize  Act.  Upon  the  whole,  considering  that  the  Court  is 
called  upon  to  beat  down  and  discourage  the  notion  that  captors 
may  carry  their  prize  wherever  they  please,  and  that  the  injury 
sustained  in  this  case  has  proceeded  entirely  from  that  mistake,  I 
shall  allow  one  month's  demurrage  and  the  expenses  of  the  present 
hearing. 


[6  c.  Rob.  THE  URANIA. 

148.] 

Salvage — Recapture — Non-Commissioned  Vessel. 

Salvage  on  recapture  can  be  claimed  by  a  non-commissioned  vessel. 

1804  This  was  a  case,  on  the  admission  of  an  allegation  of  joint  re- 

^^  ^'  capture  on  the  part  of  the  King's  ship,  pleading  the  aflGidavits  of 
some  French  sailors  who  were  on  board  the  recaptured  ship.  The 
recapture  was  made  by  a  non-commissioned  vessel,  and  proceedings 
were  first  instituted  on  the  part  of  the  Admiralty  as  for  droits  of 
Admiralty,  but  were  discontinued.  The  Loyal  Briton  afterwards 
appeared,  demanding  salvage  in  her  own  right. 

In  support  of  the  allegation,  the  King^s  Advocate  and  Arnold. — 
The  first  point,  which  appears  one  of  considerable  importance,  is 
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whether  the  non-commissioned  vessel  has  sjiy  persona  standi  before        1804 
the  Court.     In  the  case  of  an  original  oaptnre  she  could  not         ^  ' 
maintain  an  interest  in  prize.     In  recapture  also,  which  partakes  Thb  Ubaku. 
intimately  of  the  nature  of  prize,  the  same  principle  seems  equallj 
to  bar  the  non-commissioned  person  from  maintaining  a  suit  for 
salvage,  and  it  is  presumed  that  no  instance  can  be  produced  in 
which  such  an  interest  has  been  pronounced  for. 

Court — Surely  a  distinction  has  been  always  held  in  cases  of 
salvage.  There  must  be  many  cases  in  which  the  claims  of  non- 
commissioned persons  have  been  allowed  for  salvage  on  retaMng 
property  out  of  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The  words  of  the  Prize 
Act  appear  to  me  clearly  to  recognise  such  a  practice,  which  direct 
salvage  to  be  paid  on  recapture  by  his  Majesiy's  ships  of  war,  or 
any  privateer,  or  other  ship  or  vessel  or  boat  under  his  Majesiy's 
protection  and  obedience.     Objection  over-ruled. 


THE  ZACHEMAN.  [6  c.  Rob. 

152.] 

Capture — Bestitution — Pre-emption — Delay — Payment  of  Damages  hy  British 
Oovemment, 

When  a  cargo  should  have  been  restored,  but  the  British  Government 
had  a  right  to  pre-emption,  and  delay  occurred  in  the  exerciae  of  this 
right:  Heldt  that  his  Majesty's  Government  should  pay  damages  in 
the  nature  of  demurrage. 

This  was  a  case  on  the  detention  of  a  Swedish  ship  with  a  cargo        1804 
of  iron  and  1,200  barrels  of  tar,  taken  on  a  voyage  from  a  Swedish         ^^^' 
port  to  Bochefort. 

The  King*s  Advocate  stated  that  the  ship  had  been  offered  to  be 
restored,  that  the  cargo  being  tar  consigned  to  a  port  of  the  enemy 
had  been  detained  for  pre-emption,  but  that  the  offer  was  at  last 
declined  on  the  part  of  government. 

On  the  part  of  the  claimant,  Laurence  stated  that  the  vessel  had 
been  taken  so  long  ago  as  March,  that  compensation  was  due  for 
the  detention  under  the  second  and  third  articles  of  the  late  con- 
vention with  Sweden. 
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1804  In  reply,  the  Kingh  Advocate  and  Robimon. — The  captor  in  this 
fLj —  case  has  done  nothing  but  what  was  perfectly  justifiable.     To 

Thh  detain  and  send  in  a  cargo  of  tar  bound  to  such  a  port  as  Roche- 
fort  was  an  act  of  duty  which  he  was  not  at  liberiy  to  omit.  The 
very  Treaty  (a)  referred  to  seems  to  indemnify  the  captor  in  this 
instance,  by  the  distinctions  made  in  the  second  and  third  articles, 
between  cargoes  of  this  kind  bound  to  neutral  ports  and  those 
going  to  the  port  of  the  enemy.  In  the  former  case  it  is  provided, 
^^  that  if  a  cargo  bound  to  a  neutral  port  is  brought  in  on  suspicion 
of  a  destination  to  the  port  of  an  enemy,  and  it  afterwards  appears 
that  the  destination  was  actually  to  the  neutral  port,  she  shall  be 
restored  with  compensation,  &c."  that  is,  as  against  the  captor. 
In  the  next  article,  the  case  of  such  cargoes  bound  to  the  port  of 
the  enemy  is  provided  for.  It  is  there  considered  as  a  case  of  pre- 
emption, in  the  exercise  of  which  the  bringing  in  must  be  justified 
as  a  preparatory  step,  and  if  any  delay  takes  place,  it  is  obviously 
not  to  be  imputed  to  the  captor,  who  is  by  that  very  article  of  the 
Convention  virtually  authorised  to  bring  in  such  a  cargo. 

Sir  W.  Soott. — ^I  have  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  that  the 
seizure  in  this  case  was  perfectly  justifiable.  In  the  case  of  a  ship 
carrying  such  a  cargo  as  tar  to  one  of  the  great  naval  arsenals  of 
the  enemy,  it  was  not  improper  to  bring  in  for  inquiry  as  to  the 
fact  of  property,  whether  it  was  going  on  the  private  account  of 
the  neutral  merchant  or  under  a  contract  with  the  government,  by 
which  those  arsenals  are  more  usually  supplied.  The  captor  had  there- 
fore a  perfect  right  to  have  the  formal  papers  verified.  In  bringing 
in  and  taking  the  depositions,  the  captors  were  in  my  opinion 
perfectly  justifiable.  That  being  done,  the  effect  of  this  evidence 
ought  to  have  induced  them  to  consent  to  restitution.  Then  comes 
the  question  of  pre-emption.  In  the  Convention  lately  entered 
into,  this  country  has  been  induced  to  waive  its  former  right  of 
forfeiture  for  that  of  pre-emption,  which  Sweden  has  admitted, 
and  I  think  in  terms  which  do  warrant  the  construction  put  upon 
them,  in  argument,  that  they  justify  the  bringing  in.  As  to  the 
exercise  of  the  right  of  pre-emption,  if  particular  orders  from 

(a)  25th  July,  1803. 
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government  are  necessary,  I  apprehend  that  there  is  some  mode  1S04 
in  which  those  orders  can  be  expeditiously  obtained.  The  terms  ^^  ' 
of  the  treaty  seem  to  relate  principally  to  the  time  taken  in  The 
imlivery ;  but  if  the  ship  is  detained  as  a  warehouse,  under  any 
uncertainty  as  to  the  intention  of  government,  the  equity  of  the 
treaty  will,  I  think,  extend  also  to  such  detention.  The  ship  was 
brought  in  on  the  20th  of  March,  the  claim  was  given  on  the  27th, 
and  on  the  31st  the  offer  of  restitution  was  made.  Since  that  time 
there  seems  to  have  been  some  delay.  In  the  present  case,  which 
is  perhaps  the  first  that  has  arisen  imder  the  treaty,  and  one  of  not 
the  most  favourable  complexion,  I  should  be  unwilling  to  press 
these  considerations  to  the  utmost ;  but  I  wish  it  to  be  understood 
that  cases  of  this  description  must  be  conducted  with  great  tender- 
ness to  the  neutral  interest,  and  that  as  little  time  as  possible  must 
be  lost  in  deliberation.  Some  demurrage  must  be  allowed,  but  not 
against  the  captors  in  this  case.  I  shall  allow  three  weeks  demur- 
rage to  be  paid  by  his  Majesty's  Government ;  and  I  wish  that 
the  Admiralty  may  be  apprised  that  under  the  treaty  which  now 
exists,  matters  of  this  kind  must  not  be  kept  subject  to  long  nego- 
tiation, since  it  is  not  less  expedient  for  the  purposes  of  justice  than 
for  the  interests  of  all  parties  concerned  that  a  prompt  answer 
should  be  returned  as  to  the  disposition  of  government  to  avail 
itself  of  the  right  of  pre-emption. 


THE  ELSEBE.  [6C.Rob. 

173.] 
Search— Convoy— Liability  of  Owner  of  Cargo  on  Convoyed  Ship — Property  of 

Neutral — Bight  of   Crown  to   release  be/ore  Adjudication — Non-consent 

of  Captor, 

A  neutral  owner  of  cargo  is  presumed  to  be  bound  by  the  act  of  the 
master  of  a  ship  who  places  his  vessel  under  a  convoy  which  sub- 
sequently resists  search. 

The  Crown  has  a  right  to  order  the  release  of  a  captured  vessel  before 
adjudication,  since  prize  is  a  creature  of  the  Grown,  and  the  captor 
derives  his  right  by  grant  from  the  Crown. 

This  was  a  case  of  considerable  importance  and  delicacy,  arising        1804 
on  an  order  of  government  for  the  release  of  several  vessels,  being  ^^^^^'^^  ^^' 
part  of  the  second  Swedish  convoy,  under  particular  circumstances. 
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1804  The  queetion  made  on  the  part  of  the  captors  was  whether  the 

1  Crown  had  such  a  power,  or  rather  whether  a  right  and  interest  in 

ThbElbebb.  the  thing  taken  did  not  vest  in  the  captor  at  the  time  of  seizure 
imder  the  grant  of  prize  made  to  captors  by  the  Order  of  Council, 
the  Proclamation,  and  the  Prize  Act,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  entitle 
the  captor  to  proceed  to  adjudication,  notwithstanding  an  order  of 
release  on  the  part  of  government. 

The  question  was  argued  by  the  King* 8  Advocate  and  Robinson 
on  the  part  of  the  Crown ;  by  Laurence  and  Stcahey  on  the  part  of 
the  claimant ;  and  by  Arnold  and  Bumaby  for  the  captor. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — ^This  question,  which  has  been  very  elaborately 
argued,  arises  on  several  Swedish  ships  with  their  cargoes,  belonging 
to  subjects  of  other  countries  and  cities,  taken  under  the  convoy  of 
a  Swedish  man-of-war  and  proceeded  against  on  that  ground. 
Several  points  have  been  made  on  behcdf  of  the  owners  of  the 
ships  and  cargoes;  one  applying  to  the  ships  as  well  as  to  the 
cargoes,  and  two  that  are  pecaliar  to  the  cargoes.  With  respect  to 
them,  it  is  first  contended  that  they  belong  not  to  Swedes,  but  to 
subjects  of  the  Hanse  towns,  and  that  they  are  not  involved  in  the 
penalties  of  Swedish  resistance,  which  was  an  act  of  the  Swedish 
Government,  and  will  not  bind  the  subjects  of  other  powers ;  that 
the  proprietors  of  the  cargoes  were  not  privy  to  this  fact ;  and  that 
the  masters  of  the  vessels  were  not  the  agents  of  the  cargoes  so  as 
to  bind  them.  This  is  contended  on  the  same  principle  that  has 
been  adopted  by  the  Court  in  some  blockade  cases,  where  ships, 
sailing  originally  in  ignorance  of  the  war,  and  having  been  warned 
in  their  voyage,  have  nevertheless  persisted  obstinately  in  their 
origincd  destination  to  the  blockaded  port.  I  am  of  opinion  that 
this  defence  cannot  be  set  up  with  effect,  since  in  the  only  charter- 
party  which  has  been  produced,  and  which  must  be  taken  as 
produced  by  the  claimants  as  representatives  of  the  rest,  there  is 
an  express  stipulation  that  the  ship  shoidd  proceed  imder  convoy. 
But  I  wiU  take  the  case  on  a  supposition  that  there  was  no  such 
engagement.  The  master  associates  himself  with  a  convoy,  the 
instructions  of  which  he  must  be  supposed  to  know ;  he  puts  the 
goods  imder unlawful  protection,  audit  must  be  presumed  that  this 
is  done  with  due  authority  from  the  owners  and  for  their  benefit. 
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It  is  not  the  ease  of  an  unforeseen  emergency,  happening  to  the        1804 

ship  at  sea,  where  the  fact  itseK  proves  the  owners  to  be  ignorant 1 

and  innocent,  and  where  the  Court  has  held,  that  being  proved  ThbElsbbb. 
innocent  by  the  very  oiroumstanoes  of  the  case,  they  shall  not  .be  Sir  W.  Soott. 
bound  by  the  mere  principle  of  law  which  imposes  on  the  employer 
a  responsibility  for  the  acts  of  his  agent.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  a 
matter  done  antecedently  to  the  voyage,  and  must  therefore  be 
presumed  to  be  done  on  communication  with  the  owners  and  with 
their  consent ;  and  the  effect  of  this  presumption  is  such  that  it 
cannot  be  permitted  to  be  averred  against ;  inasmuch  as  all  the 
evidence  must  come  from  the  suspected  parties  themselves,  without 
affording  tt  possibility  of  meeting  it,  however  prepared.  The  Court 
has  therefore  thought  it  not  unreasonable  to  apply  the  strict  prin- 
ciple of  law  in  a  case  not  entitled  to  any  favour,  and  holds,  as  it 
does  in  blockade  cases  of  that  description,  that  the  master  must  be 
taken  to  be  the  authorised  agent  of  the  cargo,  that  he  has  acted 
under  powers  from  his  employer,  and  that,  if  he  has  exceeded  his 
authority,  it  ia  barratry,  for  wHoh  he  is  pe;80naU7  ar.8werable.  and 
for  which  the  owner  m4t  look  to  him  for  indemnification.  I  pass 
over  many  considerations  which  have  been  properly  pressed  in 
argument ;  but  I  cannot  omit  to  observe  that  this  is  not  merely  a 
question  arising  on  a  smgle  act  of  limited  consequence,  it  is  a  pre- 
tension of  infinite  importance  and  of  great  extent,  being  nothing 
less  than  an  opposition  to  the  general  law  of  search,  by  which,  if 
it  could  in  one  instance  be  admitted,  the  whole  provisions  of  the 
law  of  nations  on  that  head  might  be  effectually  defied ;  for  if  this 
principle  could  be  maintained,  by  an  interchange  of  convoys  the 
whole  unlawful  business  might  be  carried  on  with  security.  To 
put  the  goods  of  one  coimtry  on  board  the  ships  of  another  would 
be  a  complete  recipe  for  the  safety  of  the  goods,  with  a  trifling 
alteration,  easily  understood,  and  easily  practised,  whilst  the 
mischief  itself  would  exist  in  full  force. 

Secondly,  it  is  contended  that  no  grant  of  prize  made  by  the 
Crown  attaches  upon  such  property  as  this,  because  the  grant  is  of 
property  of  the  King's  enemies — ^that  is,  of  the  French  and  other 
nations  with  whom  we  are  at  war.  But  the  grant  is  not  so  con- 
strued and  applied.  It  is  held  in  construction  and  practice  to 
embrace  all  property  liable  to  be  condemned  as  prize,  and  not 
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1804         particularly  reserved    by  the  rights  of    the  Crown  or  of   the 
ecember  19.   j^du^iralty.    By  fiotion,  or  rather  by  intendment  of  law,  all  pro- 
TheElsbbe.   perty  condemned  is  the  property  of  enemies — that  is,  of  persons  so 
Sir  W.  Scott,   to  be  considered  in  the  particular  transaction ;  and  half  the  busi- 
ness of  this  Court  is  exercised  on  such  property,  in  determining 
whether  it  is  not  liable  to  be  condemned  as  prize  to  the  captors. 
It  is  therefore  a  position  not  seriously  to  be  maintained  that  the 
captor's  grant  does  not  reach  to  this  extent  by  the  constant  course 
of  interpretation  authorising  such  a  construction. 

These  two  points  being  disposed  of,  which  are  confined  to  the 
cargoes,  another  of  much  greater  extent,  as  comprehending  both 
ships  and  cargoes,  and  of  still  greater  importance,  is  suggested  to 
arise  upon  the  f  6U)ts  of  this  case.  As  it  was  a  point  on  which  the 
rightfe  of  the  Crown  were  directly  involved,  I  felt  it  to  be  my 
indispensable  duty  to  call  on  those  who  are  specially  entrusted  with 
the  defence  of  the  interests  of  the  Crown  to  assert  and  vindicate 
those  rights,  unless  it  was  the  intention  either  to  disclaim  them 
entirely,  or  at  least  to  waive  the  exercise  of  them  on  the  present 
occasion.  When  the  rights  of  the  Crown  were  brought  forward  by 
the  claimant,  in  a  way  which  it  was  impossible  not  to  notice,  the 
Court  was  boimd,  as  every  Court  would  be,  to  take  care  that 
justice  was  done  to  them.  The  rights  of  the  Crown  are  public 
rights,  conferred  not  merely  for  private  purposes,  or  for  personal 
splendour,  but  for  the  public  service,  and  to  answer  the  great 
exigencies  of  public  interest  and  claims  of  public  justice ;  as  such 
they  demand  the  active  protection  of  every  Court  in  which  the 
occurrence  of  them  is  suggested  to  arise.  The  right  which  is 
asserted  by  the  claimant,  and  is  denied  on  the  part  of  the  captor,  is 
that  of  releasing  ships  and  goods  that  had  been  taken  jure  helU^ 
before  adjudication  and  without  the  consent  of  the  captors.  I  say 
without  consent,  because  I  think  I  must  hold,  upon  the  present 
evidence,  that  the  captors  have  not  done  any  act  by  which  they 
can  be  considered  as  communicating  their  consent. 

Before  such  a  question  can  with  propriety  be  introduced,  it  must 
appear  that  the  Crown  has  actually  exercised  the  power,  and  that 
the  party  has  not  renounced  the  benefit  of  it.  For,  if  the  Crown 
has  not  exercised  it,  or  if  the  party  has  renoimced  the  benefit,  the 
Court  would,  for  obvious  reasons,  decline  to  entertain  a  question  of 
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this  high  nature,  without  an  actual  necessity  calling  for  the  dis-        1S04 
eussion,  and  would  be  glad  to  dismiss  it  from  further  consideration. 


That  the  Crown  has  exercised  the  power  in  this  instance,  is,  I  ThbEmbbb. 
think,  sufficiently  proved,  by  the  solemn  evidence  of  an  official  Sir  W.  Scott, 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Foreign  Department  to 
the  minister  of  that  country  whose  subjects  were  principally  inte- 
rested in  the  question,  informing  him  that  the  ships  were  released, 
and  that  orders  were  given  by  the  Lords  of  the  Admir«dty  for  that 
purpose.     This  I  apprehend  is  the  regular  mode  of  communication 
with  the  ministers  of  foreign  powers ;  and  it  must  be  presumed 
that  what  is  so  communicated,  unless  disavowed,  is  the  act  of  the 
State.     It  proceeds  from  those  who  are  the  organs  of  the  State 
towards  foreign  powers  and  their  representatives,  and  what  they 
say  binds  the  State  unless  disavowed.     That  the  order  was  con- 
veyed immediately  through  the  Admiralty  is  no  objection  surely 
to  the  validity  of  the  act.     The  conveycmce  of  the  orders  is  merely 
the  subordinate  and  instrumental  part  of  the  business ;  and  I  take 
the  Admiralty  to  be  the  proper  channel  through  which  the  order 
for  release  should  be  transmitted  to  the  captors.    But  even  if  there 
.  had  been  some  little  irregularity  in  the  mode  of  transmitting  such 
an  order,  an  irregidarity  such  as  may  and  must  sometimes  occur 
in  the  shifting  exigencies  of  the  public  service,  it  could  in  no 
degree  have  been  considered  as  vitiating  the  substance  and  effect 
of  the  thing.     Whether  the  communication  had  been  made  by  this 
or  that  hand  signifies  nothing ;  whetiier  it  was  in  writing  or  in 
words  signifies  nothing.  The  question  is,  whether  it  was  so  directed 
by  the  proper  authority  of  the  State ;  had  it  the  seal  and  impress 
of  that  original  authority  ?    Through  what  course  that  direction 
travelled,  whether  by  one  post  or  the  other,  is  a  matter  of  small 
moment,  and  perfectly  immaterial,  provided  the  fact  is  clear  that 
it  proceeded  from  the  State.   It  is  not  suggested  that  the  Admiralty 
did  not  issue  the  orders.     They  are  averred  to  have  been  procured 
by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  are  not  at  this  moment  disavowed 
or  in  any  manner  receded  from  on  the  part  of  government  after 
the  call  which  the  Court  has  made  on  the  officers  of  the  Crown, 
for  the  purpose  of  knowing  in  what  light  they  are  to  be  considered. 
I  am  bound,  I  think,  to  hold  the  order  that  has  been  called  in 
question  to  have  proceeded  from  sufficient  authority,  and  to  stand 
at  this  moment  unrevoked. 
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1804  The  next  ground  that  has  been  taken  is,  that  the  party  had  not 

1   accepted  the  release ;  and  if  this  had  been  shown,  it  would,  I  think, 

ThbEmebb.   have  been  sufficient  to  defeat  the  effect  of  the  order.     It  would 
8irW.  Soott   undoubtedly  have  been  competent  to  the  claimant  to  have  said, 
"  the  restitution  is  defective ;  I  will  not  accept  it,  but  will  go  to 
the  Courts  of  Justice  to  obtain  a  more  ample  compensation." 
Without  imputing  to  the  Crown  an  injustice,  which  is  not  to  be 
imagined,  it  cannot  be  conceived  that  the  party  would  have  been 
denied  his  resort  to  a  Court  of  Justice,  which  sits  principally  to 
enforce  the  rights  arising  from  the  law  of  nations.    If  he  had 
appealed  from  the  government  to  the  Court  of  legal  redress,  the 
Court  must  have  received  the  complaint  and  have  proceeded  to  an 
ultimate  determination  on  the  quantum  of  the  grievance  alleged ; 
and  by  such  a  conduct  the  party  might  fairly  have  been  considered 
to  have  waived  the  benefit  of  a  partial  release.    But  I  find  nothing 
of  the  kind.     The  letter  which  the  claimant  wrote  on  the  occasion 
has  been  very  properly  described  to  be  written  in  most  respectful 
terms.    It  is  a  letter  of  grateful  acceptance,  appealing  only  to  the 
equitable  consideration  of  government  for  some  further  compen- 
sation on  groimds  therein  stated,  but  it  contains  no  appeal  to  the  < 
Court,  no  declining  of  the  offer  made  by  government.     On  the 
contrary,  it  is  rather  to  be  taken  as  a  total  relinquishment  of  all 
legal  remedy,  as  a  statement  of  their  case  in  a  style  of  political 
negotiation  merely,  and  containing  nothing  that  can  with  any 
propriety  be  deemed  a  waiver  of  the  release  then  offered.     Some- 
thing has  been  said  of  the  lapse  of  time  that  had  intervened  before 
the  papers  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Court.    It  has  been 
great ;  but  I  cannot  blot  out  of  my  remembrance  the  important 
transactions  to  which  this  matter  has,  at  least  in  some  degree, 
given  birth.     Many  years  of  negotiation — I  am  sorry  to  add,  some 
months  of  actual  hostility — ^passed  before  this  question  was  happily 
adjusted  by  a  convention.     During  that  period  nothing  was  done 
in  this  Court.     When  the  general  question  was  settled  prospec- 
tively between  the  parties,  the  question  came  forward  with  respect 
to  the  fleet  of  which  these  vessels  composed  a  part.     Whilst  the 
question  respecting  the  whole  fleet  was  under  discussion,  these  ships 
had  a  right  to  stand  on  the  general  ground  of  defence  as  long  as 
it  might  possibly  be  determined  in  their  favour.     They  might  feel 
it  their  duty  so  to  do,  in  order  that  they  might  not  prejudice  the 
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rights  of  the  other  ships  associated  with  them.    Haying  so  done        1804 
and  failed,  they  have  now  a  right  to  resort  to  the  benefit  of  the 


order  which  applied  to  them  exclusively,  and  to  call  upon  the  oflSoers  TheEmebb. 

of  the  Crown  either  to  admit  and  avow  these  papers  or  to  contradict  SirW.  Scott. 

and  renounce  them.    On  this  part  of  the  case  I  feel  myself  bound 

to  say  that  the  order  is  Bu£5[ciently  authenticated ;  that  the  Crown 

does  not  disavow  it ;  and  that  I  must  consider  the  case  as  subject 

to  the  effect  of  the  order,  whatever  that  may  legally  be,  for  the 

release  of  this  property. 

The  facts  then  being  completely  established,  the  question  of 
right  arises,  how  far  the  Crown  can  release  at  any  time  before 
adjudication  without  consent  of  the  captors  P  It  is  an  important 
question  connected  with  most  momentous  consequences.  No  re- 
flecting man  can  approach  it  without  feeling  that  he  has  to  weigh 
a  matter  of  extreme  delicacy,  though  perhaps  not  of  equal  di£Gi- 
culty.  Be  the  delicacy  or  the  diflBcidty  what  it  may,  however,  it 
win  be  the  duty  of  the  Court  to  meet  with  firmness  any  exigencies 
which  the  administration  of  justice  may  impose  upon  it. 

It  is  admitted  on  the  part  of  the  captors,  whose  interests  have 
been  argued  with  great  force  (and  not  the  less  effective,  surely,  for 
the  extreme  decorum  with  which  that  force  has  been  tempered), 
that  their  claim  rests  whoUy  on  the  Order  of  Council,  the  Pro- 
clamation, and  the  Prize  Act.  It  is  not  (as  it  cannot  be)  denied 
that,  independent  of  these  instruments,  the  whole  subject-matter  is 
in  the  hands  of  the  Crown,  as  well  in  point  of  interest  as  in  point 
of  authority.  Prize  is  altogether  a  creature  of  the  Crown.  No 
man  has,  or  can  have,  any  interest  but  what  he  takes  as  the  mere 
gift  of  the  Crown.  Beyond  the  extent  of  that  gift  he  has  nothing. 
This  is  the  principle  of  law  on  the  subject,  and  founded  on  the 
wisest  reasons.  The  right  of  making  war  and  peace  is  exclusively 
in  the  Crown.  The  acquisitions  of  war  belong  to  the  Crown ;  and 
the  disposal  of  these  acquisitions  may  be  of  the  utmost  importance 
for  the  purposes  both  of  war  and  peace.  This  is  no  peculiar 
doctrine  of  our  constitution ;  it  is  imiversally  received  as  a  neces-* 
sary  principle  of  public  jurisprudence  by  all  writers  on  the  subject, 
bello  parta  cedunt  reipublicce.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  this 
wise  attribute  of  sovereignty  is  conferred  without  reason ;  it  is 
given  for  the  purpose  assigned,  that  the  power  to  whom  it  belongs 
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1804  to  deoide  on  peace  or  war  may  use  it  in  the  most  beneficial  manner 
eeem  er  19.  ^^^  ^^  purposes  of  both.  A  general  presumption  arising  from 
TheElsbbb.  these  considerations  is,  that  government  does  not  mean  to  divest 
SirW.  Soott.  itself  of  this  universal  attribute  of  sovereignty,  conferred  for  such 
purposes,  unless  it  is  so  clearly  and  unequivocally  expressed.  In 
conjunction  with  this  universal  presumption  must  be  taken  also  the 
wise  policy  of  our  own  peculiar  law,  which  interprets  the  grants  of 
the  Crown  in  this  respect  by  other  rules  than  those  which  are 
applied  in  the  construction  of  the  grants  of  individuals.  Against 
an  individual,  it  is  presumed  that  he  meant  to  convey  a  benefit 
with  the  utmost  liberality  that  his  words  will  bear.  It  is  indif- 
ferent to  the  public  in  which  person  an  interest  remains,  whether 
in  the  grantor  or  the  taker.  With  regard  to  the  grant  of  the 
sovereign  it  is  far  otherwise.'  It  is  not  held  by  the  sovereign  him- 
self as  private  property;  and  no  alienation  shall  be  presumed, 
except  that  which  is  clearly  and  indisputably  expressed. 

With  these  rules  of  interpretation  the  title  deeds  of  the  captors 
must  be  considered,  to  determine  whether  the  Crown  has  in  these 
deeds  renounced  that  power,  which  in  principle  it  possesses,  and  in 
practice  has  frequently  exercised.  If  there  is  anything  which  can 
be  supposed  to  produce  that  effect,  it  must  be  the  conveyance  of  a 
right  of  some  species  or  other  to  other  persons,  and  these  can  be  no 
other  than  the  captors,  in  virtue  of  which  they  claim  an  indefea- 
sible interest  in  prize  once  taken.  The  right  contended  for  is  a 
right  to  seize  and  bring  to  adjudication  all  ships  of  the  enemy. 
Does  the  right  to  seize,  thus  generally  given,  alone  bind  the  Crown, 
so  as  to  bar  it  from  any  further  exercise  of  its  power  with  respect 
to  seizures  P  Certainly  not ;  for  after  that  right  is  given  to  seize 
all  ships  of  the  enemy,  the  Crown  can  exempt  as  it  sees  fit.  The 
Crown,  which  declares  general  hostilities,  can  limit  their  operation. 
It  can  except  individuals ;  it  grants  particular  passes ;  it  exempts 
particular  classes  of  the  enemy's  ships,  notwithstanding  the  right 
thus  given  of  seizing  all  ships.  If,  then,  the  right  of  seizing  all 
ships  thus  generally  given  does  not  bind  the  Crown  in  its  power  of 
qualifying  that  right  by  subsequent  modifications,  on  what  ground 
is  it  contended  that  the  exercise  of  its  power  with  respect  to  pro- 
ceeding to  adjudication  is  barred  by  the  mere  act  of  seizure?  Tlie 
mere  act  of  seizure  surely  cannot  work  any  such  effect;  it  is  an  act 
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in  itself  in  some  degree  always  dubious  till  adjudication,  and        1S04 
possibly  erroneous;  yet  this  dubious  act  is  to  convey  to  the  party  o,     ^     ^     ' 


right  indefeasible  to  proceed  to  adjudication,  when  the  very  pro-  ThbElbbbb. 
ceediug  may  be  a  further  wrong  done,  an  aggravation  of  costs  and  SirW.  Ssott. 
damages  already  occasioned  by  the  improper  seizure.  I  attended 
with  great  impatience  to  the  able  argument  of  Dr.  Arnold  to  learn 
what  was  the  specific  nature  of  the  right  conferred  on  the  captors 
by  the  act  of  seizure,  to  which  the  effect  of  barring  the  power  of 
the  Crown  to  release  is  to  be  attributed.  It  is  admitted  to  be,  in 
degree,  an  imperfect  right.  In  species  it  was  stated,  if  I  imder- 
stand  the  argument,  to  be  a  jm  persequendi^  a  right  of  action,  and 
no  more ;  no  right  of  interest,  but  a  mere  right  of  bringing  to 
adjudication.  Whatever  is  the  nature  of  this  right,  it  is  conveyed 
only  in  the  Order  of  Council,  it  is  not  given  in  the  Proclamation 
or  the  Prize  Act.  It  is  indeed  recited  in  both  as  a  thing  otherwise 
existing,  but  it  makes  no  part  of  the  powers  conferred  in  either  of 
those  instruments.  Now,  according  to  the  construction  which  is  in 
my  opinion  to  be  put  upon  this  matter,  this  Jus  peraeqtiendi,  as  it  is 
called,  is  not  a  right  conveyed,  but  a  duty  enjoined.  Captors  have 
generally  a  right  to  seize,  subject  to  this  duty  of  bringing  to  adju- 
dication, a  duty  enjoined  that  they  may  not  make  seizures  without 
bringing  the  ships  and  goods  seized  to  the  notice  of  the  proper 
tribimal,  in  order  to  prevent  the  right  of  seizure  from  degenerating 
into  piratical  rapine.  If  the  Crown  imposes  that  obligation  the 
Crown  can  release  it.  Supposing  the  Proclamation  and  Prize  Act 
to  be  out  of  the  way,  and  that  the  matter  stood  singly  upon  the 
Order  of  Council,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Crown  could  so 
release.  The  Crown  imposed  the  obligation,  and  so  far  as  the 
Order  of  Council  alone  is  considered  the  Crown  retains  the  whole 
interest.  If  the  prize  is  condemned,  it  must  be  condemned  to  the 
Crown  and  for  its  interest,  for  the  Order  of  Council  gives  no 
interest  to  captors.  No  doubt  could  exist,  supposing  the  matter  to 
stand  on  the  Order  of  Council  alone,  that  the  Crown  is  completely 
domtnm  litisy  and  also  dominm  rei  litigatcBj  supposing  there  is  no 
claim  maintainable  on  the  part  of  any  neutral  proprietor. 

As  far  as  any  right  to  the  extent  contended  for  can  be  supposed 
to  be  vested  in  the  captor,  then  it  must  be  attributed  to  some 
enlargement  of  these  rights  given  by  the  Order  of  Coimcil,  derived 
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•  i80i  from  the  Prize  Act  and  Proclamation.  Let  us  consider  what  this 
•^^^^^^^'^^  ^^'  enlargement  is.  The  Proclamation  gives  the  whole  property,  but 
ThbEmkbb.  not  till  after  adjudication;  until  that  time,  no  beneficial  interest 
SirW.  Scott,  attaches.  So  the  Prize  Act  in  like  terms  gives  the  whole  interest 
or  property,  in  opposition  to  that  proportional  and  partial  interest 
given  by  former  Acts  («),  but  not  till  adjudication.  In  adverting 
to  these  instruments,  it  is  impossible  not  to  remark  the  very 
guarded  terms  in  which  the  benefit  is  conferred.  The  Proclama- 
tion gives  to  privateers  "  after  final  adjudication,  and  not  before ;  ** 
not  merely  after  adjudication,  but  superadding  a  negative  pregnant, 
"and  not  before."  With  regard  to  King's  ships,  the  grant  is 
expressed  with  similar  caution;  it  gives  the  neat  produce  of  all 
such  prizes  taken,  the  right  whereof  is  inherent  in  us  and  our 
Crown.  And,  again,  "  it  directs  that  such  prize  may  be  lawfully 
sold  or  disposed  of,  by  them  and  their  agents,  after  the  same  shall 
have  been  to  us  finally  adjudged  lawful  prize,  and  not  otherwise." 
What  is  the  use  of  these  guarded  expressions ;  surely,  not  merely 
the  object  of  protecting  the  interests  of  the  claimant  till  after 
adjudication  ?  The  Crown  cannot  be  supposed  to  be  anxious  to 
make  a  reservation  or  exception  of  that  which,  without  any  such 
exception,  would  be  perfectly  safe ;  for  no  interest  of  the  Crown 
or  its  grantee  could  divest  the  interest  of  the  claimant.  The 
reservation  must,  ex  necessitate  rei,  ex  defectu  alkujus  aUerim 
materice,  apply  to  rights  over  which  the  Crown  has  a  dominion, 
and  which,  imless  reserved,  it  might  be  supposed  to  have  granted 
away.  What  are  these  rights?  The  right  of  controlling  the 
whole  proceeding  till  final  adjudication;  the  right  of  declaring 
that  the  party  shall  not  be  further  proceeded  against  as  an  enemy; 


(a)  Before  the  statute  6  Anne,  c.  37, 
which  first  gave  to  the  captors  the 
whole  or  sole  benefit,  as  it  is  there 
termed,  and  which  has  been  con- 
tinued in  the  several  Prize  Acts 
passed  since  that  time,  the  statute 
4  &  6  William  &  Mary  had  given  to 
privateers  four-fifths  of  the  cargo, 
and  the  whole  of  the  vessels ;  and  to 
king's  ships,  one-third.  This  statute 
had  regulated  the  practice  till  the 


conclusion  of  that  war,  which  hap- 
pened in  1697.  On  the  breaking  out 
of  the  ensuing  war  against  France,  a 
proclamation  issued,  1st  June,  1702, 
giving  to  her  Majesty's  ships  half, 
and  to  privateers  the  whole  benefit 
of  prize ;  but  no  general  parliamen- 
tary regulation  during  that  war 
appears  to  have  passed  on  the  subject 
prior  to  the  statute  6  Anne,  in  1708. 
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the  right  of  suspending  hostility  against  him  with  regard  to        1804 
property  which  has  been  seized  under  the  general  order  of  reprisals.      ^^^'* 


For  such  purposes,  and  such  purposes  only,  it  must  be  that  the  ThkElbebb. 

Crown  has  declared  that,  till  after  adjudication,  the  captor  has  no  SirW.  Scott. 

interest  which  the  Court  can  properly  notice  for  any  legal  effect 

whatsoever.     In  the  case  of  captures  made  by  the  King's  own 

ships,  the  authority  of  the .  Crown  is  most  marked  upon  the  face 

and  in  the  substance  of  every  part  of  the  proceedings  in  the  most 

emphatical  manner.     The  Crown  officers  are  the  prosecutors,  in 

the  name  of  the  Crown;  the  final  adjudication,  under  the  very 

terms  of  the  Act,  is  a  condemnation  to  the  Crown,  and  most  dearly 

the  interest  would  vest  in  the  Crown  under  that  condenmation,  if 

the  Act  had  not  expressly  superadded  that  it  should  enure  to  the 

benefit  of  the  captor.     In  seizures  made  by  private  ships  of  war, 

the  hand  of  the  sovereign  authority  is  less  visible  in  the  mode  and 

style  of  proceeding;  but  the  right  of  the  Crown  is  sufficiently 

guarded  by  the  repeated  declarations  that  the  interest  shall  vest  in 

such  captors  "  after  final  adjudication,"  and  not  before. 

So  much  upon  principle!  How  stands  the  matter  as  to  practice? 
The  practice,  I  conceive,  has  been  unquestioned,  for  the  Crown  to 
direct  the  release  of  ships  before  final  adjudication.  The  instances 
are  not,  indeed,  very  numerous,  because  it  is  not  to  be  supposed 
that  the  occasions  for  the  exercise  of  such  an  act  of  authority 
would  be  very  frequent.  I  cannot  but  think,  however,  that  an 
expression  which  is  reported  to  have  fallen  from  Lord  Mansfield  in 
a  case  (a)  relating  to  the  insurable  interest  of  captors  (of  which 
case  I  have  been  favoured  with  a  note  from  a  noble  person,  who 
was  himself  of  counsel  in  the  cause),  namely, "  that  the  Crown  does 
not  interfere,"  must  have  been  founded  in  some  error  of  the  fact. 
Such  instances  will  appear  less  numerous,  because  the  fact  that 
they  have  been  so  released  is  not  necessarily,  nor  very  distinctly, 
entered  in  the  books.  All  that  appears  is,  that  the  proctor  then 
proceeding  for  the  Crown,  as  he  must  do,  declares  that  he  proceeds 
no  further ;  on  which  the  Court  issues  an  order  of  restitution  as  a 
matter  of  course  and  of  necessity ;  for  what  party  can  interpose 
and  pray  a  condemnation  to  the  Crown  when  the  Crown  has 

(a)  Lecras  v.  Huglics, 
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1 804         declared  that  it  prays  no  such  a  thing,  but  consents  to  the  restitution . 
Deember  19.   j  ^^^^  ^j^^  therefore,  to  be  the  first  (^^  in  which  the  effect  of  such 


ThbEmebb.    a  consent  on  the  part  of  the  Crown  has  been  called  in  question. 

SirW.  Scott.  I  do  not  mean  to  intimate  that  it  has  been  in  any  degree  improper 
to  take  the  opinion  of  the  Court  upon  this  question,  more  parti- 
cidarly  in  the  very  decorous  manner  in  which  the  application  has 
been  urged.  But  I  must  say,  that  when  it  is  alleged  that  all  former 
cases  have  passed  by  consent,  the  fact  itself,  that  the  power  was  not 
questioned  in  these  cases,  affords  a  strong  proof  that  the  power  was 
considered  as  unquestionable ;  and  I  must  add,  that  though  I  have 
suffered  a  party  to  stand  before  the  Court  for  the  purpose  of 
arguing  the  question,  I  do  not  know  the  party  who  can  legally 
stand  before  it,  praying  a  condemnation  to  the  Crown  which  the 
Crown  itself  publicly  renounces. 

It  will  not  be  necessary  for  me  to  travel  over  instances  (o) ;  they 
have  been  cited  in  the  argument;  but  I  will  appeal  to  the  judgment 


(a)  Modem  instances  cited,  as  sub- 
sequent to  the  regular  grant  of  the 
whole  benefit  of  prize  to  the  captor 
by  Act  of  Parliament,  in  1708,  were 
the  Freya  (29th  July,  1800),  the 
leading  case  of  a  Danish  convoy 
brought  in,  but  restored  by  negotia- 
tion with  government ;  the  8t. 
Johannes,  one  of  the  first  Swedish 
(1798)  convoy,  released  by  the  captor 
imder  an  order  from  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty;  the  Edwin  (November, 
1801),  an  American  vessel  which  had 
sailed  for  the  port  of  Havre  with 
other  American  ships,  in  1801,  under 
some  misunderstanding  as  to  the 
blockade  of  Havre,  and  was  released 
in  consequence  of  a  letter  of  24th 
November,  1801,  from  Lord  Hawkes- 
bury,  directed  to  the  King's  Advo- 
cate, **  stating  the  special  circum- 
stances which  had  led  to  an  ignorance 
of  the  blockade  on  the  part  of 
the  Americans,  and  expressing  his 
Majesty's  pleasure  that  all  the  rights 
and  interests  which  may  belong  to 
him  in  such   captured  vessels  and 


cargoes,    shall    be    given    up    and 
released." 

More  ancient  instances,  prior  to 
the  Prize  Act  of  1708,  were  an  Order 
of  Council,  1705,  for  the  release  of 
certain  Dutch  ships  seized  and 
brought  in  for  trading  with  the  com- 
mon enemy.  The  Salvador,  31st 
August,  1704,  on  which  there  was  an 
Order  of  Council  addressed  to  her 
Majesty's  Advocate  for  the  release 
of  certain  Swedish  ships  which  had 
been  captured  imder  a  Swedish  con- 
voy after  a  contest  between  the 
Swedish  man-of-war  and  Admiral 
Whetstone.  15th  August,  1689,  an 
Order  of  Council  for  the  release  of 
certain  Danish  ships.  2drd  Septem- 
ber, 1609,  an  order  for  the  release  of 
certain  Portuguese  ships.  27th  July, 
1589,  an  Order  of  Council  communi- 
cated to  the  Court  of  Admiralty  for 
its  direction  in  proceeding  against 
the  ships  and  contraband  cargoes  of 
the  Hanse  towns  going  to  Spain,  and 
seized  by  Queen  Elizabeth.  (Col- 
lectanea Maritima,  p.  163,  note.) 
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of  every  person  of  any  experience  in  these  Courts,  whether  a  doubt        X804 
ever  existed  on  the  subject  in  any  man's  mind  till  it  was  excited 


by,  I  will  not  say  a  dictum,  but  by  an  inteirogatory  or  question  of  ThbElbbbb. 
a  noble  and  reverend  person  in  the  argument  upon  the  St.  Jago,  SirW.  Soott. 
It  will  not  be  supposed  that  I  mean  to  treat  the  memory  of  that 
eminent  person  with  the  slightest  disrespect,  when  I  say  that  it 
was  an  imexamined  and  unweighed  dictum  in  that  particular  case, 
and  upon  a  subject  not  generally  familiar  to  his  most  excellent 
understanding.  I  cannot  think  that  he  himself  woidd  have 
regarded  such  an  hasty  excursion  of  his  mind  as  that  which  he 
would  deliberately  have  followed  if  he  had  been  called  upon  to 
apply  himself  to  the  serious  discussion  of  such  a  point.  To  this 
dictum,  be  its  authority  what  it  may,  I  must  oppose  that  of  his 
predecessor  to  which  I  have  already  adverted,  "  that  the  Crown 
does  not  interfere,"  because  it  would  be  nugatory  to  speak  of  not 
interfering  if  the  right  was  altogether  denied  to  exist.  As  to  the 
practice  of  this  Court,  it  has  imdoubtedly  not  been  guided  by  the 
opinion  intimated  in  that  dictum  of  Lord  Kenyon.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  same  measure  has  been  adopted  in  the  cases  cited  in 
argument,  the  Johannes^  the  Freya^  and  the  Havre  oases ;  in  all 
which  the  Court  conceived  itself  to  be  doing  no  more  than  its  duty 
in  obeying  the  order  for  release.  It  is  true  that  the  captors  did 
not  oppose  in  those  instances;  but  I  have  already  stated  the 
grounds  on  which  I  conceive  that  they  could  not  have  been  heard 
by  the  Court  in  an  effectual  support  of  any  such  opposition. 
There  is,  besides,  one  dass  of  cases  from  which  we  may,  I  think, 
infer  that  such  a  power  must  be  supposed  to  exist  in  the  Crown,  I 
mean  cases  (a)  of  restitution  at  the  close  of  a  war.  It  is  a  frequent 
practice  to  stipulate  in  the  preliminary  articles  of  pecwje  for  a 
cessation  {a)  of  hostilities  at  certain  times,  in  different  latitudes, 
and  for  the  restitution  of  property  taken  afterwards ;  and  this  as 
well  within  as  beyond  the  period  assigned  for  the  ratification  of 
the  preliminary  articles  themselves.      The  same  provision  is  after- 

(a)  Adolphus  Frederick ^  captured  the  date  of  the  signature  of  the  pre- 

2nd  May,   1748,  proclamatiou,   5th  liminary  articles  of  the  peace  of  Aix 

May,  announcing  the  cessation  of  la  Chapelle — ^restored  by  decree  of 

hostilities  in  the  Channel  from  twelve  Court,  17th  May,  1748. 
days  after  the  19th  April,  1748,  being 
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1804         wards  inserted  in  the  definitive  treaty.     In  matters  of  treaty,  it  is 
^     ^  ^^'   true,  the  act  of  ratification  may  be  said  to  operate  with  retrospeo- 
ThbElsbbb.   tive  effect  to  confirm  the  terms  of  the  treaty  from  the  date  of  the 
SirW.  Soott.   preKminary  articles.      But  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive  a  power 
lodged  in  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  to  secure  that  retrospective 
effect  to  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty,  without  supposing  also  a  corre- 
sponding power  over  the  acts  of  its  own  subjects  to  supersede  the 
intermediate  events  of  war,  and  to  annul  captures,  rightly  made, 
up  to  the  moment  of  ratification  under  the  only  known  rule  of 
action  then  promulged  and  commimicated  to  cruisers  for  the 
government  of  their  conduct. 

Something  has  been  said  of  the  hardship  which  captors  may 
sustain  if  they  are  to  be  held  liable  to  costs  and  damages,  and  are 
at  the  same  time  denied  the  power  of  proceeding  to  adjudication  ; 
and,  to  be  sure,  nothing  could  be  more  unjust  than  to  leave  the 
captor  at  the  mercy  of  the  claimant  for  costs  and  damages  by 
taking  from  him  the  power  of  justifying  the  seizure.  But  to  this 
objection  I  think  two  answers  may  be  given,  either  of  which 
removes  the  possibility  of  such  injustice,  even  if  the  fact  could  be 
supposed  (which  cannot  be  supposed  without  the  most  extravagant 
indecency)  that  the  Crown  in  the  transaction  had  left  its  officer 
totally  unprotected :  first,  that  after  acceptance  of  such  an  extra- 
judicial release,  the  claimant  woidd  no  longer  be  competent  to 
proceed  against  the  captor,  the  act  of  acceptance  woidd  be  con- 
sidered as  a  waiver  of  his  judicial  remedy,  as  a  total  release  on  the 
one  side  and  on  the  other ;  and  if  the  captor  was  to  appear  imder 
protest,  alleging  that  the  claimant  had  accepted  such  an  extra- 
judicial release,  I  cannot  but  think  that  the  Court  would  pronounce 
the  protest  to  be  well  foimded,  and  dismiss  him  from  any  further 
responsibility;  or,  secondly,  if  the  Court  did  not  overrule  the 
protest,  it  surely  would  not  deny  the  captor  his  right  to  proceed, 
not  indeed  for  the  adjudication  of  any  prize  interest  under  the 
seizure,  but  for  all  purposes  of  justification. 

To  considerations  of  public  policy  upon  such  a  question  I  decline 
to  advert  at  any  length,  for  two  reasons:  one  is,  because  my 
judgment  must  be  formed  on  grounds  of  another  species — on  the 
legal  construction  of  the  Order  of  Council,  the  Proclamation,  and 
the  Act  of  Parliament.    If  those  have  in  fact  taken  away  the  right 
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of  the  Grown  agamst  the  public  interest,  be  the  consequences  ever        1804 
so  mischievous,  the  remedy  must  be  sought  not  in  erroneous  -^^^^^""^  ^^' 
judgments  here,  but  in  wise  legislative  provisions  elsewhere.    An-  ThbElsebb. 
other  reason  is,  that  the  considerations  of  public  policy  are  too  SirW.  Soott. 
vast  and  too  obvious  not  to  present  themselves  to  every  man's 
imagination.    When  I  state  the  position  contended  for  on  the  part 
of  the  captors  to  be  in  effect  this,  that  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of 
every  man  who  has  made  a  capture,  of  the  pettiest  commander  of 
the  pettiest  privateer,  to  force  on,  in  spite  of  all  the  prudence  of 
the  Crown  opposed  to  such  an  attempt,  the  discussion  and  decision 
of  the  most  delicate  questions,  the  discussion  and  decision  of  which 
may  involve  the  country  in  the  most  ruinous  hostilities,  I  state  a 
proposition  that  must  awaken  the  apprehension  of  every  man  who 
hears  me  as  to  the  extent  of  the  danger  which  would  attend  the  ' 
establishment  of  such  a  principle.    It  has  been  stated,  and  truly 
stated,  that  great  encouragement  is  due  to  the  navy  of  this  king- 
dom.    I  feel  this,  I  hope,  in  its  full  extent,  and  I  can  have  no 
doubt  that  it  is  still  more  sensibly  felt  by  the  government  of  this 
country ;  but  I  must  presume  that,  in  estimating  duly  the  weight 
of  that  consideration  in  any  particular  cases,  the  government  will 
likewise  estimate  the  weight  of  other  public  considerations  which 
in  those  particular  cases  may  happen  to  be  still  more  urgent  and 
more  important,  high  and  important  as  that  consideration  unques- 
tionablyis. 

On  the  whole  case,  I  am  of  opinion  that  all  principles  of  law,  all 
forms  of  law,  all  considerations  of  public  policy,  concur  to  support 
the  right  of  release  prior  to  adjudication,  which  I  must  pronounce 
to  be  still  inherent  in  the  Crown.  It  is  with  peculiar  satisfaction 
of  mind  that  I  reflect,  that  if  I  have  erred  in  forming  this  opinion, 
the  law  has  provided  more  ways  than  one  in  which  the  effect  of 
the  infirmity  of  my  judgment  may  be  repaired^  to  the  relief  of  the 
parties  who  feel  themselves  aggrieved  by  it. 


456 


THE  TOBAGO. 


[6  0.  Rob.  THE  TOBAGO. 

218.] 

Bottomry — Enemy  Ship — Capture — ReHitution, 

The  Prize  Court  does  not  recognize  liens  on  an  enemy  vessel,  and 
therefore  cannot  decree  restitution  to  a  British  holder  of  a  bottomry 
bond  on  an  enemy  ship  of  his  interest  in  such  ship. 

1804  This  was  a  case  of  a  claim  on  behalf  of  A.  B.,  a  British  mer- 

M'oM  so 

'• —  chant,  for  the  interest  of  a  bottomry  bond  executed  to  him  by  the 

master  of  the  ship,  being  a  French  vessel,  previous  to  hostilities. 

Against  the  demand,  the  King^s  Advocate  and  Robimon. 
On  the  other  side,  Laurence  and  Adams. 

SiE  "W.  Scott. — The  integrity  of  this  transaction  is  not  im- 
peached, but  I  am  called  upon  to  consider  whether  the  Court  can, 
consistently  with  the  principles  of  law  that  govern  its  practice, 
afEord  relief.  It  is  a  case  of  a  bottomry  bond  given  fairly  in  time 
of  peace,  without  any  view  of  infringing  the  rights  of  war,  to 
relieve  a  ship  in  distress — a  contract  certainly  regarded  with  great 
attention  and  tenderness  by  this  Court  when  brought  immediately 
before  it.  But  can  the  Court  recognize  bonds  of  this  kind  as  titles 
of  property,  so  as  to  give  persons  a  right  to  stand  in  judgment, 
and  demand  restitution  of  such  interests  in  a  Court  of  Prize?  'The 
total  silence  of  those  who  have  argued  for  the  claimant  as  to  any 
precedents  for  this  demand,  strongly  shows  that  it  has  not  been 
the  practice  of  the  Court  to  consider  such  bonds  as  property 
entitled  to  its  protection ;  and  I  think  I  may  venture  to  say  that 
there  has  been  no  such  instance.  The  person  advancing  money  on 
bonds  of  this  nature  acquires  by  that  act  no  property  in  the  vessel; 
he  acquires  thejm  in  rem,  but  not  the  jtia  in  re^  until  it  has  been 
converted  and  appropriated  by  the  final  process  of  a  court  of  justice. 
The  property  of  the  vessel  continues  in  the  former  proprietor,  who 
has  given  a  right  of  action  against  it,  but  nothing  more.  If  there 
is  no  change  of  property,  there  can  be  no  change  of  national 
character.  Those  lending  money  on  such  security  take  this  security 
subject  to  all  the  chances  incident  to  it,  and,  amongst  the  rest,  the 
chances  of  war.  But  it  is  said  that  the  captor  takes  cum  (mere ; 
and  therefore  that  this  obligation  would  devolve  upon  him.    That 
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he  is  held  to  take  cum  onere  is  undoubtedly  true,  as  a  rule  which  is  1804 
to  be  understood  to  apply  where  the  onus  is  immediately  and  ^^  ' 
visibly  incumbent  upon  it.  A  captor  who  takes  the  cargo  of  an  Thb  Tobago. 
enemy  on  board  the  ship  of  a  friend,  takes  it  liable  to  the  freight  Sir  W.  Scott. 
due  to  the  owner  of  the  ship,  because  the  owner  of  the  ship  has 
the  cargo  in  his  possession,  subject  to  that  demand  by  the  general 
law,  independent  of  all  contract.  By  that  law  he  is  not  bound 
to  part  with  it  but  on  payment  of  freight ;  he  being  in  possession 
can  detain  it  by  his  own  authority,  and  wants  not  the  aid  of 
any  Court  for  that  purpose.  These  are  all  characters  of  the  jus 
in  re — of  an  interest  directly  and  visibly  residing  in  the  substance 
of  the  thing  itself.  But  it  is  a  proposition  of  a  much  wider  extent 
which  affirms  that  a  mere  right  of  action  is  entitled  to  the  same 
favourable  consideration  in  its  transfer  from  the  neutral  to  a 
captor.  It  is  very  obvious  that  claims  of  such  a  nature  may  be  so 
framed  as  that  no  powers  belonging  to  this  Court  can  enable  it  to 
examine  them  with  effect.  They  are  private  contracts  passing 
between  parties  who  may  have  an  interest  in  colluding ;  the  captor 
has  no  access  whatever  to  the  original  private  understanding  of  the 
parties  in  forming  such  contracts,  and  it  is  therefore  imfit  that  he 
should  be  affected  by  them.  His  rights  of  capture  act  upon  the 
property,  without  regard  to  secret  liens  possessed  by  third  parties. 
In  like  manner  his  rights  operate  on  no  such  Uens  where  the 
property  itself  is  protected  from  capture;  indeed  it  would  be 
almost  impossible  for  the  captor  to  discover  such  liens  in  the 
possession  of  the  enemy  upon  property  belonging  to  a  neutral. 
The  consequence,  therefore,  of  allowing  generally  the  privilege 
here  claimed  would  be  that  the  captor  would  be  subject  to  the 
disadvantage  of  having  neutral  liens  set  up  to  defeat  his  claims 
upon  hostile  property,  whilst  he  coilld  never  entitle  himself  to 
any  advantage  from  hostile  liens  upon  neutral  property.  This 
Court  therefore  excludes  all  consideration  of  liens  or  incum- 
brances of  this  species.  On  the  whole,  I  am  of  opinion  that 
there  is  no  instance  in  which  the  Court  hcus  recognized  bonds  of 
this  kind  as  titles  of  property,  and  that  they  are  not  entitled  to 
be  recognized  as  such  in  the  Prize  Court,  however  much  the  Court 
of  Admiralty  may  be  disposed  to  uphold  them  in  the  other  branch 
of  its  jurisdiction  when  they  are  brought  directly  before  it. 
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Rescue — NetUral  or  Belligerent  Master — Effect  on  Cargo, 

If  a  master  of  a  neutral  ship  attempts  a  rescue,  lie  thereby  renders 
the  cargo  liable  to  condemnation.  But  it  is  otherwise  in  the  case  of  a 
master  of  an  enemy  ship  haying  on  board  a  neutral  cargo  (a). 

1804  This  was  a  case  of  a  claim  for  goods  as  American  property  on 

*^"^  ^^'      board  a  French  vessel,  against  which  it  had  been  contended, 

amongst  other  arguments  on  the  proof  of  property,  that  there  had 

been  a  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  master  that  would  expose  the 

whole  cargo  entrusted  to  his  management  to  condemnation. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — The  circumstances  of  this  case  cannot,  I 
think,  be  taken  to  raise  the  question  respecting  the  rescue.  The 
ship  was  a  French  vessel  and  the  master  a  Frenchman,  therefore 
be  his  conduct  what  it  may,  it  would  be  the  conduct  of  an  enemy 
and  not  of  a  neutral  master.  The  documents  are  in  some  parts 
defective,  and  may  on  that  account  justify  a  call  for  further  proof ; 
but  beyond  this,  that  there  is  any  ground  for  condemnation  of  the 
cargo  in  the  conduct  of  the  master  cannot  be  maintained.  It 
could  only  be  the  hostile  act  of  a  hostile  person  who  was  prisoner 
of  war,  and  who,  unless  under  parole,  had  a  perfect  right  to 
attempt  to  emancipate  himself  by  seizing  his  own  vessel.  If  a 
neutral  master  attempts  a  rescue  he  violates  a  duty  which  is 
imposed  upon  him  by  the  law  of  nations,  to  submit  to  come  in  for 
inquiry  as  to  the  property  of  the  ship  or  cargo,  and  if  he  violates 
that  obligation  by  a  recurrence  to  force  the  consequence  will 
undoubtedly  reach  the  property  of  his  owner,  and  it  would,  I 
think,  extend  also  to  the  confiscation  of  the  whole  cargo  entrusted 
to  his  care  and  thus  fraudulently  attempted  to  be  withdrawn  from 
the  rights  of  war.  With  an  enemy  master  the  case  is  very  different. 
No  duty  is  violated  by  such  an  act  on  his  part — lupum  aurtbus  teneoy 
and  if  he  can  withdraw  himself,  he  has  a  right  so  to  do.  But  a 
material  fact  in  this  case  is,  that  the  master  did  not  attempt  to 
withdraw  this  property ;  he  seized  the  ship  of  the  captor,  and  not 

(a)  See  the  Fanny,  Vol.  II. 
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this  yessel.     The  case  being  clear,  then,  of  that  question,  as  to  the         1804 
rescue,  it  is  merely  a  case  for  further  proof,  and  if  the  goods  are  —    **^  ^^' — 
shown  to  be  American  property,  they  must  be  restored.  Cathaeina 

Elizabeth. 


SirW.  Scott. 

THE  B0EDE8  LUST.  [5  c.  Rob. 

233.] 
Embargo — Seizure — Betroadive,  Effect  of  Hostilities — Enemy  a  British  Subject 

at  Time  of  Adjudication — Condemnation, 

An  embargo  is  a  proviBional  seizure,  and  if  hostilities  are  declared 
after  such  seizure,  enemy's  property  so  seized  is  liable  to  condemnation 
eyen  if  at  the  time  of  adjudication  such  former  enemy  has  become  a 
British  subject. 

Possession  of  the  soil  impresses  on  the  owner  the  character  of  the 
coimtry. 

This  was  the  case  of  a  daim  given  for  property  belonging  to        1804 
persons  resident  at  Demerara,  on  a  suggestion  that  they  were  at      ^^^^  ^^' 
the  time  of  seizure  and  of  adjudication  not  enemies  of  the  Crown 
of  Great  Britain. 

This  property  was  shipped  in  January  and  February,  1804,  and 
was  seized  19th  May,  1804,  after  the  order  for  the  detention  and 
seizure  of  all  Dutch  property,  and  a  month  before  the  dedaration 
of  war  against  Holland.  At  the  time  of  adjudication  the  owners, 
as  other  inhabitants  of  Demerara,  had  become  British  subjects. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — This  case  comes  on  upon  the  claims  of  persons 
resident  in  Demerara  before  the  war,  and  at  the  time  of  capture, 
and  I  cannot  but  say  that  I  am  glad  that  the  question  has  been 
raised,  since  it  may  have  the  effect  of  putting  an  end  to  much  un- 
certainty on  the  part  of  persons  who,  on  various  groimds,  may 
think  themselves  entitled  to  more  favourable  considerations  than 
the  rules  of  law  prescribe  for  ordinary  cases.  The  claim  is  given 
for  several  persons  as  inhabitants  of  Demerara,  not  settling  there 
during  the  time  of  British  possession,  nor  averring  an  inten- 
tion of  retiring  when  that  possession  ceased.  They  are  therefore 
to  be  treated  under  this  general  view  as  Dutch  subjects  (a),  unless  it 

(a)  In  the  Phoenix  (Nov.  2,  1803),  decided  and  fixed  as  the  principle  of     [5  C.  Rob. 

a  daim  on  behalf  of  neutrals  for  the  this  Court,  and  of  the  Supreme  Court,  ^^0 

produce   of   their   property  in  the  than  that  the  possession  of  the  soil 

Dutch    colony    of    Surinam,    Lord  does  impress  upon   the  owner  the 

Stowell  said :  "  Nothing  can  be  more  character  of  the  country,  as  far  as 
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1804  can  be  shown  that  there  are  any  other  ciroumstanoeB  by  whioh  they 
— !1_? — : —  are  protected.  It  is  contended  that  the  property  was  taken  in  a  state 
Bo  '^^       ^^  peace,  and  that  the  proprietors  are  now  become  British  subjects, 

and  consequently  that  this  property  could  not  be  considered  as  the 

property  of  an  enemy,  either  at  the  time  of  capture  or  adjudication. 
Now  with  respect  to  the  first  of  these  pleas,  it  must  be  admitted, 
that  alone  would  not  protect  them,  because  the  Court  has,  without 
any  exception,  condemned  all  other  property  of  Dutchmen  taken 
before  the  war,  and  upon  what  ground  P  That  the  declaration  had 
a  retroactive  effect,  applying  to  all  property  previously  detained, 
and  rendering  it  liable  to  be  considered  as  the  property  of  enemies 
taken  in  time  of  war.     This  property  was  seized  provisionally,  an 
act  itself  hostile  enough  in  the  mere  execution,  but  equivocal  as  to 
the  effect  and  liable  to  be  varied  by  subsequent  events,  and  by  the 
conduct  of  the  government  of  Holland.    If  that  conduct  had  been 
such  ad  to  re-establish  the  relations  of  peace,  then  the  seizure, 
although  made  with  the  character  of  a  hostile  seizure,  would  have 
proved  in  the  event  a  mere  embargo  or  temporary  sequestration. 
The  property  would    have  been  restored,  as  it  is  usual  at  the 
conclusion  of  embargoes — a  process  often  resorted  to  in  the  practice 
of  nations  for  various  causes  not  immediately  connected  with  any 
expectations  of  hostility.     During  the  period  that  this  embargo 
lasted,  it  is  said  that  the  Court  might  have  restored,  but  I  cannot 
assent  to  that  observation,  because,  on  due  notice  of  embargoes, 
this  Court  is  bound  to  enforce  them.   It  would  be  a  high  misprision 
in  this  Court  to  break  them  by  re-delivery  of  possession  to  the 
foreign  owner  of  that  property,  which  the  Crown  had  directed  to 
be  seized  and  detained  for  further  orders.    The  Court,  acting  in 
pursuance  of  the  general  orders  of  the  State,  and  bound  by  those 
general  orders,  would  be  guilty  of  no  denial  of  justice  in  refusing 
to  decree  restitution  in  such  a  case,  for  it  has  not  the  power  to 
restore.    Its  functions  are  suspended  by  a  binding  authority,  and 
if  any  injustice  is  done,  that  is  an  account  to  be  settled  between  the 
States.   The  Court  has  no  responsibility,  for  it  has  no  ability  to  act. 

the   produce  of   that  plantation  is  This  has  been  so  repeatedly  decided, 

concerned,  in  its  transportation  to  both  in  this    and   in   the  saperior 

any   other   country,    whatever   the  Court,  that  it  is  no  longer  open  to 

local  residence  of  the  owner  m&y  be.  diBCUSsion.** 
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This  was  the  state  of  the  first  seizure.     It  was  at  first  equivocal,        1804 

and  if  the  matter  in  dispute  had  terminated  in  reconciliation,  the ^^     

seizure  would  have  heen  converted  into  a  mere  civil  emhargo,  so  ^     The 

.  ^  BOBDES  LrsT. 

terminated.     That  would  have  been  the  retroactive  efteot  of  that        

course  of  circumstances.  On  the  contrary,  if  the  transactions  end 
in  hostility,  the  retroactive  effect  is  directly  the  other  way.  It 
impresses  the  direct  hostile  character  upon  the  original  seizure. 
It  is  declared  to  be  no  embargo ;  it  is  no  longer  an  equivocal  act 
subject  to  two  interpretations ;  there  is  a  declaration  of  the  animus 
by  which  it  was  done,  that  it  was  done  hostiii  animo,  and  is  to  be 
considered  as  an  hostile  measure  ab  initio.  The  property  taken  is 
liable  to  be  used  as  the  property  of  persons  trespassers  ab  initio 
and  guilty  of  injuries,  which  they  have  refused  to  redeem  by  any 
amicable  alteration  of  their  measures.  This  is  the  necessary  course, 
if  no  particular  compact  intervenes  for  the  restitution  of  such 
property  taken  before  a  formal  declaration  of  hostilities.  No  such 
convention  is  set  up  on  either  side,  and  the  State,  by  directing 
proceedings  against  this  property  for  condemnation,  has  signified 
a  contrary  intention.  Accordingly  the  general  mass  of  Dutch 
property  has  been  condemned  on  this  retroactive  effect ;  and  this 
property  stands  upon  the  same  footing  as  to  the  seizure,  for  it  was 
seized  at  the  same  time  and  with  the  same  intent.  There  is  no 
ground  of  distinguishing  the  time  of  seizure  between  these  claims 
and  former  oases  of  a  similar  nature ;  it  was  a  provisional  seizure 
in  all,  declared  to  be  hostile  by  subsequent  events,  acting  in  a 
reflex  manner  upon  all  the  property  then  seized,  and  declaring  it 
to  be  all  enemy's  property,  unless  some  circimistances  can  be  shown 
to  take  these  particular  claims  out  of  the  common  operation. 

At  the  time  of  the  declaration  of  hostilities,  then,  this  property 
stood  exactly  on  the  common  footing ;  and  the  result  of  any  pro- 
oeeding  then  pronounced  must  have  been  a  sentence  of  condemna- 
tion. It  lay  open  to  the  same  legal  conclusion  at  that  time,  but 
the  Settlement  has  since  surrendered  to  the  British  arms,  and  the 
parties  are  become  British  subjects ;  and  this,  it  is  said,  takes  off 
the  hostile  effect,  although  it  might  have  attached.  This  argument, 
to  be  effective,  must  be  put  in  one  of  these  two  ways — either  that 
the  condemnation  pronounced  upon  Dutch  property  went  upon  the 
ground  that,  though  seized  in  time  of  neutrality,  it  could  not  be 
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1804        restored,  only  because  the  parties  were  not  now  in  a  condition  to 

. **^    '      receive  it ;  or  else,  that  though  seized  at  a  time  that  may  to  some 

Thb         effects  be   considered  as  time  of   war,  yet  the  subjects,  having 

'  become  friends,  are  entitled  to  restitution.     This  latter  position 

•   cannot  be  maintained  for  a  moment.    It  is  contradicted  by  all 
experience  and  practice,  even  in  the  case  of  those  who  had  an 
original  British  character.     In  the  case  of  Mr.  Whitehead,  who  had 
but  just  set  his  foot  on  the  colony  of  an  enemy  for  a  few  hours, 
but  was  proved  to  have  gone  there  for  the  purpose  of  settling,  his 
property  was  condemned,  although  at  the  time  of  adjudication  he 
was  again  become  a  British  subject,  by  the  surrender  of   St. 
Eustatius  to  the  British  forces ;  and  where  property  is  taken  in  a 
state  of  hostility  the  universal  practice  has  ever  been  to  hold  it 
subject  to  condemnation,  although  the  claimants  may  have  become 
friends  and  subjects  prior  to  the  adjudication.    The  plea  of  having 
again  become  British  subjects,  therefore,  will  not  relieve  them,  and 
the  other  ground  must  be  resorted  to.     That  is  equally  imtenable 
in  point  of  fact ;  for  the  condemnation  of  the  other  Dutch  property 
proceeded  on  no  such  ground  as  the  mere  incapacity  of  the  pro- 
prietors to  receive  restitution.    It  proceeded  on  the  other  ground, 
which  I  have  before  mentioned,  the  retroactive  effect  of  the  declara- 
tion, which  rendered  their  property  liable  to  be  treated  as  the 
property  of  enemies  at  the  time  of  seizure.     The  reasonings  of  the 
Court  have  been  founded  upon  that  principle.    Property  is,  indeed, 
frequently  condemned  upon  the  other  ground  of  incapacity  to 
claim,  where  it  is  accidentally  f oimd  in  British  possession  before 
the  breaking  out  of  hostilities ;  but  where  it  is  seized  by  an  order 
of  State,  acting  provisionedly  in  contemplation  of  hostilities,  the 
declaration  produces  something  more  than  a  prospective,  future, 
personal  incapacity  to  claim.     It  decides  upon  the  character  of  the 
property  already  seized,  and  on  the  nature  and  quality  of  the 
seizure.     I  am  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  when  it  is  assumed  that 
the  capture  is  legally  to  be  considered  as  made  in  time  of  peace, 
the  argument  legally  fails,  because  in  all  legal  view  of  the  matter, 
it  is  taken  in  hostility ;  it  is  rendered  enemy's  property  at  the 
time  of  seizure  by  the  necessary  and  general  retroaction  of  the  sub- 
sequent declaration  of  hostilities.     The  whole  foundation  of  the 
argument,  therefore,  is  defective  in  the  fact.     We  distinguish,  it  is 
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true,  as  between  the  different  interests  to  which  such  prize  enures,        1804 
whether  it  is  taken  before  or  after  the  declaration.     That  is  a        "^  ^' 
matter  of  subsequent  and  domestic  regulation,  but  not  influencing         The 

...      BOEDES  XiXXST. 

the  general  question  of  prize.  If  I  am  right  in  this  opinion,  it  is 
quite  unnecessary  to  discuss  many  questions  which  have  entered 
into  the  debate ;  whether  the  description  of  property  comes  within 
the  periods  of  the  test  affidavit  or  not  will  be  perfectly  immaterial. 
Nothing  is  more  clear  to  my  apprehension  than  that  the  reference  to 
those  periods  is  not  prescribed  as  the  constituent  and  the  distinguish- 
ing qualification  of  property,  but  merely  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining a  clearer  view  of  the  general  facts  respecting  that  property. 
For  instance,  as  to  the  first  periods,  the  time  of  shipment,  nobody 
can  suppose  that  the  time  of  shipment  can  be  there  introduced  for 
any  other  purpose  than  that  of  bringing  out  the  whole  detail  of 
facts,  it  being  perfectly  dear  that  it  is  in  no  degree  necessary  that 
it  should  be  enemy's  property  at  the  time  of  shipment  to  subject  it 
to  condemnation.  It  is  equally  immaterial  to  look  to  the  style  of 
the  sentence,  for  that  has  accommodated  itself  according  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Court  to  correspond  with  the  facts.  The  Court  is 
under  no  necessity  of  referring  to  any  period  of  time  in  the 
descriptive  language  applying  to  the  property  or  to  the  parties.  If 
the  Court  is  legally  satisfied  that  it  is  liable  to  be  condemned  as 
enemy's  property,  there  is  no  occasion  to  express  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  sentence  the  particular  time  at  which  the  liability 
attached. 

With  as  little  effect  can  it  be  contended  that  a  postliminium  can 
be  attributed  to  these  parties.  Here  is  no  return  to  the  original 
character,  on  which  only  a  ju%  poatlimtnii  can  be  raised.  The 
original  character,  at  the  time  of  seizure  and  immediately  prior  to 
the  hostility  which  has  intervened,  was  Dutch.  The  present 
character  which  the  events  of  war  have  produced,  is  that  of  British 
subjects;  and  though  the  British  subject  might  under  circum- 
stances acquire  the  Jt(s  postliminii  upon  the  resumption  of  his  native 
character,  it  never  can  be  considered  that  the  same  privilege 
accrues  upon  the  acquisition  of  a  character  totally  new  and  foreign. 
As  to  more  popular  topics  to  which  recourse  has  been  had,  I  shall 
leave  them  to  their  operation  in  that  quarter,  where  only  they  can 
have  a  proper  effect.    It  is  my  duty,  in  the  present  case,  to  apply 
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^^^^         the  principles  of  a  law  not  very  lenient.     How  far  it  may  be 
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proper  to  relax  the  rigour  of  such  an  application  will  be  best  oon- 
BoED^LusT  ^^®^®^  ^y  those  who  have  more  latitude  of  judgment,  as  well  as  a 
wider  sphere  of  political  information  and  knowledge.  It  may  be 
fit  in  that  ultimate  and  superior  consideration  to  refer  still  further 
back  to  the  former  condition  of  the  claimants  as  British  subjects 
during  a  considerable  period  of  the  late  war,  and  down  to  a  time 
but  shortly  antecedent  to  the  shipment  of  these  goods.  It  may  be 
fit  to  look  to  the  affections  and  dispositions  of  the  colony,  though 
every  surrender  of  war  must  be  legally  considered  as  the  effect  of 
mere  force.  It  may  be  fit  to  consider  that  the  property  belongs  to 
those  who  are  now  entitled  to  the  character  of  British  subjects. 
These  considerations  may  have  their  separate  or  their  united 
influence  upon  that  ultimate  judgment  to  which  the  law  refers  the 
disposal  of  property  captured  prior  to  hostilities.  They  could 
only  mislead  me  from  the  execution  of  my  duty,  which  is  simply 
to  pronounce  that  the  property  at  the  time  of  the  capture  belonged 
to  subjects  of  the  Batavian  Republic,  and  is  as  such,  or  otherwise, 
liable  to  confiscation. 


[5  0.  Hob.  THE  ABBY. 

251.] 

Trade  with  Enemy — Act  and  Intention, 

In  order  to  constitute  a  trade  with  an  enemy  there  must  be  an  actual 
trading  as  well  as  an  intention  so  to  do ;  therefore  when  an  enemy's 
colony  became  a  British  colony  before  the  sailing  of  a  ship  which  was 
captured  on  her  voyage  to  such  colony :  Held,  she  was  not  liable  to  be 
condemned. 

1804  This  was  a  case  of  a  ship  belonging  to  Mr.  Dawson,  a  British 

*^*^^y  ^^'  subject,  that  had  sailed  from  Liverpool  to  the  coast  of  Africa  on  the 
11th  September,  1795,  with  an  ulterior  destination  to  the  island  of 
Demerara.  On  the  voyage  to  the  West  Indies  she  was  captured 
and  carried  into  Martinique,  and  proceeded  against,  first  in  the 
Prize  Court,  but  afterwards  by  libel  in  the  Revenue  Court  of 
Admiralty  for  a  violation  of  the  Navigation  Laws.  On  this  pro- 
ceeding the  vessel  was  condemned.  On  appeal  it  was  found  that 
the  Vice- Admiralty  Court  of  Martinique  had  no  jurisdiction  over 
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an  offence  committed  in  violation  of  the  revenue  laws  in  another        ^804 
island ;  but  at  the  time  when  the  cause  would  have  been  remitted  1 


to  await  the  issue  of  the  prize  proceedings  that  had  been  instituted,  Thb  Abbt. 
the  Vice- Admiralty  Court  of  Martinique  was  abolished.  The 
cause  was  now  brought  to  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty  on  a 
suggestion  that  the  ship  was  subject  to  condemnation  in  the  Prize 
Court  as  a  British  ship  taken  in  a  trade  with  the  colony  of  the 
enemy. 

Sir  "W.  Scott. — The  question  arises  on  the  property  of 
Mr.  Dawson,  who  fitted  out  this  vessel  for  a  voyage  to  Africa, 
there  to  barter  her  cargo  for  slaves  and  then  to  carry  them  to  the 
island  of  Demerara,  at  that  time  a  Dutch  colony.  The  vessel 
sailed  on  the  11th  of  September,  1795.  At  that  time,  and  imtil  the 
declaration  of  hostilities,  which  issued  on  the  16th  of  that  month, 
Demerara  could  not  be  considered  as  the  colony  of  the  enemy ;  it 
would  be  impossible  for  me  to  say,  therefore,  that  it  was  an  illegal 
trade  at  that  time  as  a  trade  to  the  colony  of  the  enemy,  because 
there  was  no  state  of  hostility.  The  order  for  the  detention  of 
Dutch  property  had  passed  indeed,  but  that  was  an  equivocal  act 
which  might  terminate  amicably,  and  cannot  be  taken  as  fixing  on 
the  party  an  intention  of  trading  with  a  declared  enemy.  Soon 
after  the  sailing  of  the  vessel,  the  declaration  of  hostilities  took 
place,  viz.,  on  the  16th  of  September,  1795 ;  and  if  the  ship  had 
been  taken  on  a  voyage  to  a  colony  now  become  an  enemy,  the 
Court  would  have  required  it  to  be  shown  that  due  diligence  had 
been  used  to  alter  the  voyage,  and  to  exonerate  the  claimant  from 
the  charge  of  an  illegal  trading  with  the  enemy.  The  vessel 
sailed  from  the  coast  of  Africa  in  May,  1796,  and  was  taken  off 
the  island  of  Demerara  after  the  surrender  of  that  island  to  the 
British  forces,  and  carried  to  Martinique.  There  the  proceedings 
were  first  instituted  in  the  Prize  Court,  though  it  does  not  clearly 
appe€ur  on  what  grounds.  During  those  proceedings  a  libel  was 
given,  as  in  a  revenue  cause,  the  prize  suit  was  suspended,  and  the 
ship  was  condemned  for  a  breach  of  the  revenue  laws.  The  case 
came  up  on  appeal  before  the  Privy  Council,  where  it  was  found 
that  the  former  proceedings  in  Martinique  were  a  nullity,  as  the 
Vice- Admiralty  Court  of  that  island  had  no  jurisdiction  over  a 
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1804         breach  of  the  revenue  laws  committed  in  another  colony.     The 

-^ L__  regolar  mode  would  then  have  been  to  have  sent  back  the  cause  to 

The  Abbt.  the  Prize  Court  where  proceedings  had  first  been  instituted,  but 
SirW.  Soott.  that  Court  was  annihilated.  The  case  was  therefore  brought 
before  this  Court,  as  it  has  been  done  in  two  or  three  instances  {a) 
of  a  similar  nature,  where  it  has  become  necessary  to  carry  into 
effect  the  proceedings  of  Vice- Admiralty  Courts  that  have  been 
abolished.  It  is  now  objected  to  the  daim  that  the  party  has 
stated  himself  out  of  court  on  two  grounds :  first,  on  the  ground  of 
trading  with  the  enemy  if  Demerara  was  a  Dutch  colony,  and  on 
the  ground  of  an  illegal  importation,  if  that  island  was  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  British  settlement.  With  regard  to  the  first  objection, 
I  conceive  that  there  must  be  an  act  of  trading  to  the  enemy 
country,  as  well  as  the  intention.  There  must  be,  if  I  may  so 
speak,  a  legal  as  well  as  a  moral  illegality.  If  a  man  fires  a  gun 
at  sea,  intending  to  kill  an  Englishman,  which  would  be  legal 
murder,  and  by  accident  does  not  kill  an  Englishman,  but  an 
enemy,  the  moral  guilt  is  the  same,  but  the  legal  effect  is  different. 
The  accident  has  turned  up  in  his  favour — ^the  criminal  act  intended 
has  not  been  committed,  and  the  man  is  innocent  of  the  legal 
offence.  So,  if  the  intent  was  to  trade  with  an  enemy  (which,  I 
have  already  observed,  cannot  be  ascribed  to  the  party  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  voyage,  when  hostilities  were  not  yet  declared), 
but  at  the  time  of  carrying  the  design  into  effect  the  person  is 
become  not  an  enemy,  the  intention  here  wants  the  corpus  delicti. 
No  case  has  been  produced  in  which  a  mere  intention  to  trade  with 
the  enemy's  country,  contradicted  by  the  fact  of  its  not  being  an 
enemy's  country,  has  enured  to  condemnation.  Where  a  country 
is  known  to  be  hostile,  the  commencement  of  a  voyage  towards 
that  country  may  be  a  sufficient  act  of  illegality ;  but  where  the 
voyage  is  undertaken  without  that  knowledge,  the  subsequent 
event  of  hostility  will  have  no  such  effect.  On  principle,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  party  is  free  from  the  charge  of  illegal  trading. 

(a)  The  Picimento,  antey  p.  406. 
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Blockade — Fraud  of  Master  on  Belligerent — LiaHlity  of  Cargo  Owner, 

The  conduct  of  a  master  in  endeavouring  to  run  a  blockade  presump- 
tively binds  the  owner  of  cargo,  and  where  a  blockade  was  known  to 
such  owner  at  the  time  of  shipment,  the  presumption  was  held  to  be  con- 
clusive. 

This  was  a  case  respecting  a  vessel  captured  on  the  13th  July,        ^^^^ 
standing  towards  Havre,  east  south-east  of  Cape  Barfleur,  after      affirmed 
having  been  wcmied  by  one  of  the  blockading  frigates  that  Havre    "^     * 
was  under  blockade.     The  excuse  offered  on  the  part  of  the  master 
was  that  the  mate  had  asserted  the  land  to  be  English  land,  that 
the  master  was  doubtful  as  to  that  fact,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  it  had  continued  his  course  towards  the  land. 

The  Court  in  the  first  instance  gave  judgment  on  the  facts,  con- 
cluding— The  excuse  set  up  is  incredible  in  itself,  and  is  practically 
inconsistent  with  the  maintenance  of  the  blockade,  and  I  reject  the 
claim. 

On  the  cargo,  which  was  re-claimed  for  other  persons  than  the 
owner  of  the  ship,  the  King^s  Advocate  contended  that  the  pre- 
sumption from  the  conduct  of  the  ship  applied  also  to  the  cargo, 
since  it  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  master  could  have  had  any 
view  in  the  fraudulent  deviation  of  which  he  now  stood  convicted 
but  for  the  service  of  the  owner  of  the  cargo. 

On  the  other  side,  Laurence  and  Rohimon  contended  that  the 
presumption,  however  strong,  was  only  a  presumption  of  evidence 
which  might  be  counteracted  by  other  proof ;  that  the  master 
was  not  dejure  the  agent  for  the  owner  of  the  cargo,  and  therefore 
that  the  Court  could  not  find  the  same  satisfaction  in  concluding 
the  claim  of  the  proprietor  on  the  principle  of  legal  responsibility, 
on  which  considerable  stress  had  been  laid  in  the  sentence  of  the 
ship. 

On  the  next  day,  Sept.  6th. 
Sir  W.  Scott. — This  is  a  case  in  which  I  have  taken  some  short 
time  to  deliberate,  being  unwilling  to  press  with  any  degree  of 
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1804  unneoessary  severity  the  effeot  of  presumption  against  this  olass  of 
^^^  '  •  cases  more  especially,  because  it  is  one  in  which  the  principle  of 
ThbAdowis.  law,  though  unquestionably  built  upon  the  just  rights  of  war, 
SirW.  Soott.  must  be  allowed  to  operate  with  some  hardship  upon  neutral 
commerce ;  and  because  it  is  a  class  of  cases  on  which  the  Court 
has  little  authority  to  resort  to,  but  has  to  collect  the  law  of  nations 
from  such  sources  as  reason,  supported  in  some  slight  degree  by 
the  practice  of  nations,  may  appear  to  point  out.  In  the  present 
case,  it  is  now  to  be  assumed  that  the  ship  was  taken  in  a  course  to 
Havre.  I  collect  that  from  the  strange  and  incredible  account  of 
the  master  which,  I  have  already  said,  in  my  opinion,  cannot  be 
true.  It  is  to  be  inferred  also,  I  think,  that  the  master  was  induced 
to  make  this  deviation  from  some  sinister  intention ;  and  I  may  be 
warranted  to  presume  that  all  this  would  not  have  been  resorted  to 
but  in  the  service  of  the  cargo.  It  has  happened  in  other  blockade 
cases  that  excuses  have  been  set  up  from  want  of  water  and  provi- 
sions or  from  other  occasions;  but  when  the  Court  pronounces 
these  excuses  to  be  not  real,  a  presumption  necessarily  arises  that 
it  was  for  the  delivery  of  the  cargo  that  such  a  fraud  had  been 
attempted;  since  there  is  scarcely  any  other  adequate  motive 
which  can  be  supposed  to  induce  a  master  to  hazard  the  interests 
of  his  vessel,  the  motives  which  he  has  assigned  being  demonstrated 
to  be  false.  There  is  a  presumption,  also,  in  such  cases,  that  this 
is  done  with  the  knowledge  and  at  the  instigation  of  the  owner  of 
the  cargo ;  because,  although  it  is  not  an  impossible  thing  that 
masters  may  be  guilty  of  barratry,  it  is  not  a  natural  conduct  nor 
what  is  gratuitously  to  be  supposed.  These  are,  I  think,  just 
inferences ;  and  the  only  question  can  be  as  to  the  effeot  of  the 
presumption  arising  from  them,  whether  it  shall  exclude  all 
contrary  averment  or  whether  it  shall  operate  only  as  matter 
of  evidence,  in  concurrence  with  other  proof,  as  to  the  guilt 
of  the  intention.  It  must  undoubtedly  bind  the  owner;  but 
the  question  is,  whether  it  shall  do  so  presumptively,  or  con- 
clusively, and  whether  the  party  shall  be  let  in  to  prove  a 
contrary  intention.  I  am  of  opinion  that  he  cannot.  I  will 
not  say  that  the  fact  may  not  exist  that  a  master  should  commit 
a  barratry  in  a  case  of  this  kind,  but  I  think  myself  justified 
in  holding  that  the  owner  cannot  be  admitted  to  go  into  proof 
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on  this  point  on  account  of  the  fraudulent  abuse  to  which  such  a        1804 

liberty  must  inevitably  lead,  since  it  would  be  perfectly  easy  at  any  J? !_: 

time  to  set  up  the  pretence,  and  equally  impossible  on  the  other  TheAdonib. 
side  to  detect  it.  For  what  would  be  the  ordinary  test  P  Letters  sir  W.  Soott. 
sent  to  correspondents  elsewhere,  and  insurances — ^measures  wholly 
in  the  power  of  the  parties,  and  capable  of  being  made  at  their 
pleasure  a  complete  recipe  for  a  safe  traffic  with  a  blockaded  place. 
When  this  consequence  is  duly  weighed  on  one  side,  and  when  it  is 
considered  on  the  other  what  few  inducements  a  master  can  have 
to  go  to  any  other  port  than  that  at  which  his  charter-party  binds 
him  to  deliver  his  cargo,  and  particularly  to  a  blockaded  port,  it 
appears  to  me  that  less  injustice  will  be  done  by  adopting  this  rule 
than  by  permitting  the  freighter  to  distinguish,  by  external  and 
collateral  evidence,  the  destination  of  his  cargo  from  that  of  the 
master. 

It  has  been  argued  that  the  master  is  not  the  representative  of 
the  owner  of  the  cargo.  Certainly  he  is  not  to  that  extent  and  in 
the  same  direct  manner  in  which  he  is  held  to  be  the  representative 
of  the  owner  of  the  ship.  On  that  account,  in  some  cases  where 
facts  have  shown  that  the  intention  of  the  owner  was  pure,  the 
Court  has  given  the  party  the  benefit  of  this  distinction ;  for 
instance,  where  the  voyage  began  before  the  knowledge  of  the 
blockade,  and  where  the  master,  on  being  warned,  has  appeared  to 
have  been  actuated  only  by  a  personal  obstinacy  and  perverseness 
in  pursuing  his  course  to  the  place  of  his  original  destination. 
That  is  a  case  where  the  intention  of  the  owner  is  admitted  to  be 
pure,  where  nothing  stands  against  it  in  limine^  where  there  is  no 
question  of  fact  whether  he  was  consentient  to  the  fraud,  and 
where,  if  he  was  affected  at  all,  it  could  only  be  by  the  strict  legal 
principle  that  affects  the  principal  by  the  conduct  of  his  agent. 
Here  the  blockade  was  perfectly  well  known  to  all  parties  at  the 
time  of  shipment,  and  therefore  the  question  is  raised  whether  the 
owner  was  not  consentient  at  first,  and  whether  the  conduct  of  the 
master  is  not  demonstrative  evidence  that  he  was  so.  In  my 
opinion  the  effect  of  all  just  presumption  is  against  him,  since  there 
could  scarcely  be  any  inducement  to  lead  the  master  to  commit 
such  a  fraud  contrary  to  the  instructions  and  intention  of  the 
owner  of  the  cargo.     Considering  the  infinite  danger  of  admitting 
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1804         the  shippers  to  distinguish  their  purpose  from  that  of  the  master, 

^^!!?f:il?-  I  feel  myself  obUged  to  hold  that  it  is  sufficiently  proved  that  the 

The  Adonis,    g^ip  ^^as  going  to  a  blockaded  port  for  the  purpose  of  delivering 

SirW.  Soott.   the  cargo,  and  with  the  knowledge  of  the  proprietor,  and  that  the 

cargo  is  legally  involved  in  the  same  penalty  as  the  ship. 


[5  c.  Rob.  THE  SHEPHEEDESS. 

262.] 

Blockade — False  Papers — Intoxication  of  Master — Attempt  to  break  Blockade, 

A  neutral  ship  was  captured  apparently  intending  a  breach  of  a 
blockade ;  the  master  alleged  that  he  was  intoxicated,  and  the  super- 
cargo alleged  that  he  would  not  have  allowed  the  master  to  break  the 
blockade.     Held,  that  ship  and  cargo  must  be  condemned. 

1804  This  was  an  American  ship  and  cargo  taken  on  a  voyage  from 

— !L_L  America  to  the  port  of  Havre,  in  violation  of  the  blockade  of 

Havre. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — ^This  case  sets  off  with  some  circumstances  in 
the  conduct  of  the  claimant  which  are  not  entitled  to  the  praise 
of  a  fair  and  ingenuous  proceeding.  It  begins  with  this  fact,  that 
though  the  ship  was  intended  to  go  to  Havre,  all  the  ostensible 
papers  bear  a  destination  for  Embden,  to  which  port  the  vessel  was 
not  to  go  in  any  event,  unless  all  the  ports  of  the  Channel  should 
be  in  a  state  of  blockade.  It  is  impossible  to  maintain  that  it  is  a 
just  representation  of  such  a  voyage  "  to  describe  it  to  Embden 
and  a  market,"  when  Embden  was  the  very  last  port  to  which 
the  vessel  was  to  resort.  Yet  all  the  public  papers  are  made  out 
for  Embden,  and  it  is  only  in  private  letters  that  a  destination 
to  Havre  is  avowed ;  with  regard  to  which,  it  is  to  be  observed, 
that  it  depended  very  much  on  the  discretion  and  good  faith  of  the 
master  whether  the  letters  would  be  produced  or  not.  In  some 
cases  it  has  appeared  that  the  masters  of  American  vessels  have 
very  improperly  conceived  themselves  to  be  under  no  obligation  to 
produce  such  papers,  which  they  consider  as  private  papers,  and  as 
not  belonging  to  the  ship.  In  all  events  it  must  have  depended 
very  much  on  the  good  faith  of  the  master  whether  he  would  have 
produced  these  concealed  papers  or  not,  and  there  are,  I  think, 
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djcumstanoes  that  show  it  not  to  have  been  the  disposition  of  the        1^04 
master  to  produce  them  in  the  present  case.  ^y.^^[^JL 

It  must  be  inferred,  and  indeed  admitted,  that  the  notification  ^     Th« 

Shephebdebs. 

of  the  blockade  of  Havre  had  been  received  in  America.     To  all        

the  general  rules  of  observance  of  a  blockade  duly  imposed,  the  ^ 
subjects  of  America  are  undoubtedly  boimd  equally  with  those  of 
other  countries.  At  the  same  time,  looking  to  the  great  distance 
at  which  they  are  placed,  and  being  unwilling  to  press  with  any 
degree  of  hardship  on  the  fair  convenience  of  commerce,  the  Court 
has  held,  even  where  the  blockade  of  a  port  in  Europe  has  been 
notified  in  America,  that  the  merchants  of  that  country  might  still 
clear  out  conditionjJly  for  the  blockaded  port,  on  the  supposition 
that  before  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  a  relaxation  might  have  taken 
place.  But  as  to  the  line  of  caution  to  be  observed  in  this  state  of 
imcertainty,  the  Court  has  always  expected  that  the  inquiry  should 
be  made  at  some  of  the  British  ports  in  the  Channel.  It  could  not 
be  that  ships  should  be  permitted  to  resort  to  the  ports  of  the 
blockaded  country  for  this  information,  since  every  one  must  per- 
ceive that  such  a  liberty  would  place  it  in  the  power  of  the  enemy 
to  determine  the  continuance  of  the  blockade.  The  ports  of  the 
blockading  country  are  certainly  the  proper  ports  for  inquiry  ;  and 
it  would  not  be  too  much  to  expect  that  this  precaution  should  be 
noted  in  the  papers,  and  that  it  should  be  most  explicitly  enjoined 
on  the  master  and  supercargo  in  their  instructions  to  obtain  the 
information  that  might  be  necessary  to  fix  the  destination  at  some 
of  the  British  ports  in  the  Channel.  I  must  observe  also,  that 
there  is  less  room  for  excuse  in  this  instance,  since  it  is  stated  to 
have  been  the  universal  impression  in  America  at  the  time  of 
sailing  that  Havre  was  under  blockade.  There  could  have  been 
scarcely  a  doubt  as  to  any  relaxation  of  the  blockade ;  and  there- 
fore it  became  incumbent  on  the  parties  to  send  out  their  vessel 
with  more  particular  caution. 

The  ship  sailed,  and  appears  evidently  to  have  pursued  a  voyage 
for  Havre,  not  only  by  her  course,  but  also  by  a  letter  put  on  board 
at  sea  by  a  French  privateer,  directed  for  Havre  de  Grace,  a  few 
days  before  the  capture.  She  was  coming  up  the  Channel  towards 
Havre,  with  no  other  port  apparently  in  contemplation.  Another 
fact  which  bears  a  strange  and  unfavourable  appearance  against 
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Sir  W.  Scott. 


1804         the  master  is  the  representation  which  he  has  given  of  what  passed 

^^  between  him  and  one  of  his  Majesty's  ships,  **that  on  being  hailed 

Thb         by  a  King's  ship,  he  answered  that  he  was  cleared  for  Embden,  but 

Shsphebdbss.  .  . 

was  going  to  Havre  if  not  under  blockade,  and  that  he  was  permitted 
to  proceed."  Could  this  have  been  the  whole  of  that  conversation, 
or  can  this  be  a  fair  account  of  it  ?  The  King's  ship,  on  being  in- 
formed of  an  intention  of  going  to  Havre,  would  have  immediately 
endorsed  the  usual  prohibition  on  the  papers.  It  is  morally  impos- 
sible that  the  conversation  could  have  stopped  short  in  this 
manner,  or  that  the  master  should  not  have  been  warned  against 
proceeding  to  Havre,  and  with  very  imperative  effect.  The  other 
witnesses,  who  are  the  mate  and  the  supercargo,  make  no  mention 
of  Havre  in  their  representation  of  this  conversation.  According 
to  them  the  answer  was,  "  that  they  were  bound  to  Embden."  If 
their  accoimt  is  to  be  believed,  it  will  very  considerably  affect  the 
master  as  to  his  veracity,  and  will  also  fix  upon  him  a  material 
violation  of  his  duty  in  not  stating  the  whole  truth  of  his  destina- 
tion. But  does  it  not  go  further  and  involve  these  other  witnesses 
also  as  parties  to  the  fraud,  if  they  heard  this  representation  and 
did  not  correct  it,  more  especially  since  one  of  them  is  the  super- 
cargo, the  agent  entrusted  with  the  management  of  the  cargo,  and 
capable  of  affecting  his  employers  with  a  legal  responsibiliiy  for 
his  acts  ?  These  witnesses  are,  I  think,  to  be  taken  as  privy  to  the 
fraud  on  the  British  cruiser,  and  as  concurring  in  suppressing  the 
true  destination  of  the  voyage.  Then  how  can  the  Court  give 
credit  to  the  subsequent  part  of  their  representation,  viz.,  that 
**  they  were  afterwards  met  by  another  British  cruiser,  the  Pluto, 
and  were  told  *  that  they  must  not  go  to  Havre,  but  that  they 
might  go  to  Fecamp ' ;  that  the  master,  nevertheless,  kept  the  ship's 
course  to  Havre,  but  that  he  was  in  a  continued  state  of  intoxica- 
tion ;  and  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  supercargo  not  to  have 
permitted  him  to  go  into  that  port  "  P 

The  master  himself  says  that  he  was  intoxicated,  but  if  such  an 
excuse  could  be  admitted  there  would  be  eternal  carousings  in 
every  instance  of  violation  of  blockade.  The  master  cannot,  on 
any  principle  of  law,  be  permitted  to  stultify  himself  in  this 
manner  by  the  pretended  or  even  real  use  of  strong  liquors,  of 
which,  if  it  were  a  thing  to  be  examined,  the  Court  could  in  no 
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instanoe  ascertain  the  trath  of  the  fact.     The  owners  of  the  vessel        1804 
have  appointed  him  their  agent,  and  they  must  in  law  be  bound    ^^^^  ^- 
by  his  imprudence  as  well  as  by  his  fraud.     As  to  the  cargo,  the        Thb 

supercargo  says,  "  that  he  would  not  have  suffered  the  master  to        

go  into  Havre,"  but  he  had  taken  no  steps  to  supersede  him.  It  °^^'  °^**' 
would  be  a  dangerous  doctrine  to  hold  that  a  master  in  a  state  of 
intoxication  might  be  permitted  to  go  on  for  the  blockaded  port, 
and  that  the  supercargo  should  lie  by  and  then  come  and  plead  the 
intoxication  of  the  master,  and  exculpate  himself  by  stating  a  mere 
intention  to  dispossess  him  and  to  steer  another  course.  It  was  the 
duty  of  the  supercargo  and  of  the  oflBcers  concerned  in  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  ship  to  have  dispossessed  the  master  of  the  command  in 
such  critical  circumstances.  Here  was  a  vessel  duly  warned  not  to 
go  into  Havre,  yet  the  master,  in  a  continued  state  of  intoxication, 
refuses  to  alter  his  course.  I  cannot  think  that  it  would  have 
amounted  to  any  culpable  act  of  disobedience,  or  to  anything  like 
mutiny,  to  have  resisted  the  command  of  such  a  master  in  such  a 
condition,  and  to  have  given  a  proper  direction  to  the  voyage. 
Instead  of  that,  the  supercargo  suffers  the  vessel  to  proceed  in  this 
interdicted  course,  and  relies  only  on  a  secret  intention  of  his  own 
mind  to  dispossess  the  master  before  he  actually  got  into  Havre, 
without  being  able  to  show  any  one  step  taken  for  that  purpose. 
Looking  at  the  whole  case  throughout,  and  recollecting  always  the 
fraudulent  suppression  of  the  original  voyage,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  if  the  instructions  had  been  much  more  clear  on  the  part  of 
the  owners  than  these  are,  they  could  not  have  been  allowed  to 
weigh  against  the  actual  conduct  of  the  master.  It  would  be  the 
easiest  thing  in  the  world  to  put  on  board  instructions  perfectly 
smooth  and  unobjectionable.  If  they  alone  could  be  sufficient  to 
exonerate  the  owner  from  the  penalty  attending  the  misconduct  of 
the  vessel,  by  imputing  it  to  the  mere  barratry  of  the  master,  there 
would  be  an  end  to  all  means  of  enforcing  a  blockade.  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  owners  of  the  ship  must  be  concluded  by  the 
conduct  of  the  master ;  and  I  think  that  the  interests  of  the  cargo 
are  also  implicated  in  this  act,  and  that  the  ship  and  cargo  are 
subject  to  condemnation. 
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[6 O.Rob.  THE  LA  FLORE. 

268.] 

Joint  Capture — King's  Ship — In  Sight  of  Capture — Presumption  of  Law. 

If  a  King's  ship  is  in  sight  at  the  time  of  a  capture,  it  is  a  presump- 
tion of  law  that  she  is  present  animo  capiendi^  and  she  is,  therefore, 
without  further  proof,  entitled  to  be  considered  a  joint  captor.  But 
otherwise  in  the  case  of  a  private  vessel. 

1804  This  was  a  case  of  joint  capture,  on  evidence  chiefly,  but  in- 

^^ 1  volving  a  question  of  law  respecting  the  claim  of  a  King's  ship  to 

share  in  a  capture,  made  by  the  Trimmer  privateer,  on  the  ground 
of  being  in  sight  only,  without  an  affirmative  averment  of  the  fact 
of  joint  chasing. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — This  case  has  been  not  improperly  described  to 
be  a  question  of  credit,  a  character  which  can  by  no  means  be  said 
to  be  peculiar  to  the  present  case,  since  it  belongs  almost  univer- 
sally to  the  whole  class.  No  class  of  cases  is  better  supplied  with 
witnesses  on  both  sides,  each  set  generally  speaking  up  to  the  full 
exigencies  of  their  case.  We  find  them  seeing  not  unfrequently 
over  capes  and  headlands,  and  sometimes  over  whole  islands,  and 
speaking  nevertheless  to  facts  so  seen  by  them  with  as  much 
predsion  as  if  they  were  matters  of  the  purest  and  most  absolute 
demonstration.  The  Court  has  generally  to  perform  the  unpleasant 
task  of  discussing  the  credibility  of  such  witnesses,  and  of  deciding 
on  which  of  the  two  accounts  it  can  most  safely  rely.  A  question 
of  law,  however,  has  been  introduced  into  the  argument,  on  which 
it  may  not  be  improper  for  me,  in  the  first  place,  to  say  a  few 
words.  It  is  observed  that  the  claimants  in  joint  capture  have 
only  pleaded  the  being  in  sight,  without  asserting  that  they  were 
in  chase;  and  it  is  contended  that  it  i6  necessary  to  plead  and 
prove  that  they  were  joint  chasers  as  well  as  that  they  were  in 
sight.  The  manner  in  which  the  facts  are  alleged  would,  I  think, 
scarcely  support  this  objection,  because  it  is  stated  in  the  plea  that 
they  were  in  chase  under  the  disadvantage  of  an  almost  entire 
calm,  and  a  part  of  the  evidence  goes  to  support  that  fact.  But  I 
conceive  that  the  law  is  not  correctly  laid  down  in  this  representa- 
tion, as  applying  to  the  case  of  King's  ships.    They  are  under  a 
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constant  obligation  to  attack  the  enemy  wherever  seen  ;  a  neglect  1804 
of  duty  is  not  to  be  presumed,  and  therefore,  from  the  mere  oir-  ^  ^^  ^' 
cumstance  of  being  in  sight,  a  presumption  is  sufficiently  raised  Thb 
that  they  are  there  aninio  capiendL  In  the  case  of  privateers  the 
same  obligation  does  not  exist.  The  law,  therefore,  does  not  give 
them  the  benefit  of  the  same  presumption.  Ships  of  this  descrip- 
tion go  out  very  much  on  speculations  of  private  advantage,  which, 
combined  with  other  considerations  of  public  policy,  are  undoubt- 
edly very  allowable,  but  which  do  not  lead  to  the  same  inference 
as  that  which  the  law  constructs  on  the  known  duty  imposed  on 
King's  ships.  A  privateer  is  under  no  obligation  to  attack  all 
she  meets,  but  acts  altogether  on  views  of  private  advfiuatage.  She 
may  not  be  disposed  to  engage  in  every  contest ;  and,  therefore, 
the  presumption  does  not  arise,  in  any  instance,  that  she  is  present 
animo  capiendL  A  contrary  route,  if  proved,  would  defeat  the 
claim  even  of  a  King's  ship.  But  if  nothing  appears,  on  one  side 
or  the  other,  as  to  that  fact,  the  mere  presence  would,  I  think,  be 
sufficient  to  entitle  the  King's  ship  to  the  character  of  a  con- 
structive joint  captor. 

[The  Court  then  proceeded    to  consider  the  evidence  as  to 
whether  the  claimant  ship  was  in  sight.] 


THE  PRESIDENT.  [5  c.  R<.b 

277.] 
National  Character — SMemeni  in  Foreign  Country — Intention  to  Leave, 

Evidence  of  an  intention  of  a  merchant  settled  for  a  long  time  in  a 
foreign  country  to  leave  it,  is  not  suflBcient  to  divest  him  of  the  national 
character  which  he  has  obtained,  without  some  overt  act. 

This  was  a  case  of  a  ship  taken  on  a  voyage  from  the  Cape  of        isoi 
Good  Hope  to  Europe,  and  claimed  for  Mr.  J.  Elmslie,  as  a  subject    ^p^"^^^  ^' 
of  America.     It  appeared  that  he  had  been  a  British-born  subject 
who  had  gone  to  the  Gape  of  Good  Hope  during  the  last  war,  and 
had  been  employed  as  American  Consul  at  that  place. 

In  support  of  the  claim,  Laurence  and  Robimon  contended  that 
the  claimant  was  entitled  to  the  most  favourable  construction  of 
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1804  his  case  that  was  oonsistent  with  the  rules  of  law ;  that  he  was  a 
^^^  ^  •  British-hom  subject  who  had  settled  at  the  Cape,  and  though  he 
The  had  home  the  character  of  an  American  Consul  whilst  that  settle- 
ment  was  under  British  possession,  it  appeared  that  the  Dutch 
Government  had  since  refused  to  admit  him  in  that  character, 
from  which  it  might  be  inferred  that  he  was  considered  at  the 
Cape  rather  in  his  hostile  British  character  than  as  an  incorporated 
Dutchman ;  that  his  vessel  had  been  during  the  year  preceding 
the  present  voyage  hired  by  the  East  India  Company  to  carry 
troops  to  India ;  that  she  had  been  in  that  employment  recognized 
as  an  American  vessel,  and  was  now  coming  in  that  character,  in 
the  service  of  British  merchants,  under  a  licence  from  the  Britbh 
Government ;  that  the  claimant  was,  besides,  entitled  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  person  settled  there  during  British  possession,  and  as 
affording  evidence  of  an  intention  to  remove,  since  there  was  a 
letter  on  board  written  to  his  correspondent  at  Embden,  in  which 
he  directs  him  "  to  sell  the  ship  and  remit  the  proceeds  to  him  in 
America,  where  he  hoped  to  be  in  a  few  months."  It  was  prayed 
on  this  point  that  proof  might  be  permitted  to  be  given  of  his 
removal. 

On  the  other  side,  the  Eing*s  Advocate  contended  that  he  could 
be  no  otherwise  considered  by  the  Court  than  as  a  resident 
merchant  of  a  Dutch  settlement.  This  ship  sailed  so  late  as 
March,  1804,  nearly  twelve  months  after  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war,  and  left  the  owner  still  resident  there  in  his  Dutch  character ; 
that  there  was  no  case  in  which  an  intention  to  remove  after  a 
residence  so  long  continued  for  nearly  a  whole  year  after  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war  had  been  allowed  to  be  averred,  and  no 
overt  act  of  removal  was  asserted  to  have  taken  place. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — The  Court  must,  I  think,  surrender  every  prin- 
ciple on  which  it  has  acted  in  considering  the  question  of  national 
character,  if  it  was  to  restore  this  vesseL  The  claimant  is  described 
to  have  been  for  many  years  setUed  at  the  Cape,  with  an  esta- 
blished house  of  trade,  and  as  a  merchant  of  that  place,  and  must 
be  taken  as  a  subject  of  the  enemy's  country.  The  ship  was 
purchased  by  him  of  an  American  owner,  and  still  continued  to  be 
documented  as  an  American  vessel.    It  has  appeared,  I  think,  in 
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other  oases  to  be  the  disposition  of  the  American  Government  to        1804 
confer  the  privileges  of  American  navigation  on  vessels  occupied      ^    ^  ' 
by  their  consuls  in  foreign  States.     That  Government  has,  un-         The 

Paesident. 

doubtedly,  a  perfect  right  to  grant  such  a  privilege  for  the  purposes  — 
of  their  own  navigation,  at  the  same  time  that  this  country  is  ^^  * 
also  at  liberty  to  apply  what  we  consider  as  the  more  correct  prin- 
ciple of  the  law  of  nations,  so  far  as  third  parties  are  concerned. 
Some  stress  has  been  laid  on  the  services  in  which  this  vessel  had 
been  employed,  and  in  which  she  was  engaged  at  the  time  of 
capture,  under  a  licence,  which  is  said  to  amount  to  a  recognition 
of  her  American  character.  Any  description  that  is  given  of  her 
in  that  licence  must  depend  entirely  on  the  representation  of  the 
parties,  and  if  that  is  not  true,  it  will  not  avail  to  affect  the  prin- 
ciple of  law  that  would  be  otherwise  applicable  to  the  vessel  in  her 
proper  character.  Such  a  recognition,  as  it  is  called,  has  never 
been  allowed  to  weigh  in  any  case  of  vessels  coming  under  a 
licence  whenever  a  question  has  been  raised  as  to  the  real  character 
of  the  owner,  or  as  to  the  fact  of  property.  This  circumstance, 
therefore,  is  immaterial.  It  is  next  said  that  the  claimant  is 
entitled  to  the  benefit  of  an  intention  of  removing  to  Philadelphia 
in  a  few  months.  A  mere  intention  to  remove  has  never  been 
held  sufficient  without  some  overt  act,  being  merely  an  intention, 
residing  secretly  and  undistinguishably  in  the  breast  of  the  party, 
and  liable  to  be  revoked  every  hour.  The  expressions  of  the  letter 
in  which  this  intention  is  said  to  be  found  are,  I  observe,  very 
weak  and  general,  of  an  intention  merely  in  future.  Were  they 
even  much  stroDger  than  they  are,  they  would  not  be  sufficient. 
Something  more  than  mere  verbal  declaration,  some  solid  fact, 
showing  that  the  party  is  in  the  act  of  withdrawing,  has  always 
been  held  necessary  in  such  cases.  Nothing  of  that  sort  is  averred. 
The  Court  is  therefore  under  the  necessity  of  considering  this 
gentleman  as  a  merchant  of  the  enemy's  country,  and  of  pro- 
nouncing the  ship,  as  his  property,  liable  to  condemnation. 


478 


^HE  CnARLOTTE. 


[5  0.  Rob.  THE  CHAELOTTE  (No.  1). 

280.]  ^ 

Tender — Qualification — Right  of  Superior  Ship  to  Share  of  Prize, 

In  order  to  entitle  a  eliip  of  war  to  a  share  of  a  prize  made  by  a 
Tessel  alleged  to  be  her  tender,  it  must  be  shown  that  the  latter  has 
been  recognised  as  such  by  order  of  the  Admiralty,  or  has  been  constantly 
employed  as  such. 

1804  This  was  a  case  of  interest,  asserted  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty's 

^'^"''     Btip  the  Euridice,  in  a  capture  made  by  the  hired  anned  revenue 

cutter  the  Duke  of  York,  on  a  suggestion  that  the  cutter  was  placed 

under  the  command  of  the  Uuridice,  and  was  to  be  considered  as  a 

tender  attached  to  that  vessel. 

Sir  "W*.  Scott. — The  question  which  arises  on  the  capture  of  this 
vessel  is,  viz.,  whether  the  actual  captor  can  be  considered  as  com- 
missioned, and  as  commissioned  in  such  a  manner  as  to  entitle  the 
King's  ship  to  take  an  interest  in  the  prize.     The  capturing  vessel 
was  a  revenue  cutter,  and,  according  to  the  practice  of  the  present 
and  last  war,  commissioned  with  a  letter  of  marque.    The  polioj 
of  employing  such  vessels  in  this  manner  is,  I  believe,  a  modem 
usage,  arising  out  of  the  exigency  of  the  public  service,  which  has 
particularly  required  the  use  of  small  vessels  of  this  kind.     They 
have  been  allowed  to  take  out  private  commissions,  and  if  those 
commissions  are  properly  executed  they  will  enure  to  the  benefit  of 
the  parties  till  they  are  superseded ;  and  I  am  not  disposed  to  think 
that  the  employment  of  the  vessel  in  the  manner  alleged  would 
have  the  effect  of  superseding  that  commission.     It  happened  that 
the  master  was  not  on  board  at  the  time  of  capture,  and  on  that 
account  no  claim  is  made  for  the  vessel  herself,  but  for  the  Euridice, 
as  the  vessel  to  which  she  is  represented  to  have  been  attached  as  a 
tender.    It  is  said  that  she  was  commanded  by  a  lieutenant  of  the 
EuridicCj  but  by  what  reasoning  that  can  be  made  out  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  conceive,  since  it  appears  that  every  order  was  addressed  to 
the  master,  and  there  is  no  circumstance  appearing  that  leads  to  a 
supposition  that  there  was  any  such  person  as  the  lieutenant  of  the 
Euridice  on  board.     The  claim  for  the  King's  ship  is  given  in 
virtue  of  a  seizure  said  to  be  made  by  this  vessel  as  a  tender,  and 


SirW.  Sootfc. 
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in  order  to  support  that  averment  it  must  be  shown  either  that        1804 

there  has  been  some  express  designation  of  her  in  that  oharaoter  by       ^^      

the  orders  of  the  Admiralty,  or  that  there  has  been  a  constant    ^   The 

.  ,  .  Gharlottb. 

employment  and  oeoupation,  in  a  manner  peculiar  to  tenders, 
equivalent  to  an  express  designation,  and  sufficient  to  impress  that 
oharaoter  upon  her.  The  former  species  of  proof  would  un- 
doubtedly be  most  desirable,  but  no  such  description  by  the 
Admiralty  is  averred.  She  is  not  described  anywhere  as  a  tender 
in  terminis.  Then  what  is  there  in  the  mode  of  employment  ?  I 
see  nothing  in  the  orders  to  distinguish  her  from  any  other  small 
vessel  that  might  be  associated  with  a  King's  ship  to  act  under 
superior  command,  but  not  as  a  tender.  I  am  of  opinion,  there- 
fore, that  there  is  no  sufficient  foundation  to  induce  the  Court  to 
consider  her  in  the  capacity  of  a  tender.  She  is  not  so  recognized 
in  terms  by  any  authority  proceeding  from  the  Admiralty;  neither 
is  the  natui*e  of  the  service  imposed  upon  her  such  as  to  induce  a 
supposition  that  she  must  have  been  so  considered  by  the  Admiralty. 
As  the  master  was  not  on  board,  the  legal  interest  in  the  capture 
will  not  enure  to  the  private  captors  imder  their  commission ;  but 
it  must  be  condemned  as  a  droit  of  Admiralty,  taken  by  non- 
commissioned captors. 


THE  LIESBET  VAN  DEN  TOLL.  [sc.Rob. 

283.] 
Neutral — Fishing  Vessel — Effect  of  Visiting  Enemy  Port /or  Bait. 

A  neutral  fishing  vessel  sold  its  cargoes  at  sea,  but  resorted  to  enemy 
port  for  bait.  Held,  that  this  fact  did  not  affect  the  vessel  with  an 
enemy  character. 

This  was  a  question  respecting  the  national  character  of  a  fishing  1804 
adventure,  carried  on  by  a  native  Dutchman,  who  had  become  by  ^^^^^  ^^' 
domicile  a  subject  of  Prussia  and  had  purchased  the  vessel,  formerly 
a  Dutch  vessel,  in  February  at  Embden.  It  appeared  that  he  had 
since  been  employed  in  fishing  off  the  Dutch  coast,  having  sold 
his  cargoes  to  English  ships  and  having  once  or  twice  resorted  to 
Dutch  ports,  not  for  the  purpose  of  selling  his  cargoes,  but  merely 
to  procure  bait. 
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1804  Sir  W.  Scott. — ^It  appears  to  me  that  this  case  is  very  favour- 

ably distinguished  from  that  (a)  of  yesterday,  where  there  was 


T^L^BST  reason  to  beKeve,  from  the  evidence  of  the  mate,  that  the  master 
Toll.        had  delivered  his  cargoea  in  Datch  ports,  although  that  circum- 

SirW.  Soott.   stance  was  altogether  suppressed  by  the  master  in  his  deposition* 
That  fact,  connected  with  the  original  character  of  the  vessel  and 
of  the  master,  seemed  to  the  Court  to  amount  to  a  case  of  Butch 
occupation,  and  the  vessel  was  on  that  ground  condemned.     Here 
the  occupation  is  certainly  much  slighter.     It  is  not  denied  that  a 
native  Prussian  might  have  engaged  in  such  an  adventure  without 
drawing  on  himself  the  consequences  of  a  Dutch  character.     He 
might  unquestionably  have  resorted  to  the  Dutch  coast  for  the 
purpose  of  fishing,  as  it  is  indeed  not  unusual  for  fishermen  to 
frequent  very  distant  shores.     Then  the  only  question  will  be 
whether  this  man,  being  a  native  Dutchman  and  a  Prussian  subject 
by  domicile  only,  but  of  seven  years'  continuance,  and  not  having 
recently  taken  it  up  for  any  purposes  connected  with  the  present 
war,  would  be  differently  affected  by  this  employment.    I  am 
disposed  to  hold  that  he  would  not.    It  was  open  to  him  to  go 
to  the  coasts  of  Holland  to  carry  on  his  fishery  in  his  Prussian 
character.     He  was  also  at  liberty  to  sell  his  cargoes  at  sea,  as  he 
appears  to  have  done,  in  every  instance,  to  British  vessels,  who 
have  lately  been  very  numerous  on  the  coasts  of  Holland,  and 
might  be  expected  to  furnish  a  good  market  for  commodities  of 
that  kind.    The  only  circumstance  that  can  raise  a  doubt  is,  that 
he  appears  to  have  resorted  to  the  Texel  for  bait.     It  is  said  that 
this,  though  in  itself  a  slight  circumstance,  affords  no  immaterial 
indication  of  the  Dutch  character  and  of  the  Dutch  origin  of  tlds 
employment.     But  I  am  not  jjrepared  to  say  that  this  circumstance 
alone,  unconnected  with  any  habits  of  delivering  his  cargoes  in  the 
Dutch  ports,  will  be  sufficient  to  affect  him  with  a  Dutch  character. 
To  hold  otherwise  would,  I  think,  be  to  press  the  doctrine  of 
occupation  rather  too  rigidly  against  a  class  of  cases  which  has 
usually  been  very  favourably  considered,  and  treated  with  peculiar 
lenity  and  forbearance. 

(a)  Jonge  Jeroem,  condemned  9th  October,  1804  (not  reported). 
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THE  APOLLO  (No.  2).  [fi  0.  Bob. 

286.] 
Practice — Depositions — Affidavit — Blockade — Notice — Duty  of  Vessel  Warned, 

An  affidavit  by  a  person  who  has  been  examined  on  standing  interro- 
gatories, which  contradict  his  depositions,  cannot  be  received  by  the 
Court. 

After  receiving  notice  of  a  blockade  of  which  he  was  ignorant,  it  is 
the  master*s  duty  to  leave  the  locality  of  the  blockaded  port. 

This  was  a  case  of  a  ship  proceeded  against  for  a  breach  of  the        1804 
blockade  of  Dieppe,  after  having  had  due  warning  noted  on  her  ^^' 

papers.  In  the  depositions,  the  master  and  all  the  other  witnesses 
appeared  to  have  said,  ^Hhat  the  master,  on  being  warned,  declared 
that  he  was  boimd  to  Dieppe,  and  could  not  go  anywhere  else,  and 
that  if  he  could  obtain  a  fair  wind  he  should  run  into  Dieppe  " ; 
and  his  conduct  was  represented  as  conformable  to  this  declaration 
in  hovering  on  the  coast  of  Dieppe.  An  affidavit  was  now  offered 
on  the  part  of  the  master,  complaining  that  his  answer  to  the  inter- 
rogatories had  been  incorrectly  taken;  and  that  he  had  never  made 
such  a  declaration,  or  entertained  an  intention  of  going  into  Dieppe 
after  tiie  warning. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — ^The  first  question  which  I  have  to  determine 
Is,  how  far  the  depositions  can  be  taken  to  contain  a  true  represen- 
tation of  the  facts  ?  If  they  cannot,  the  Court  undoubtedly  will  be 
under  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  some  other  source  of  informa- 
tion. An  affidavit  has  been  offered  on  the  part  of  the  master, 
complaining  that  he  has  been  very  greatiy  misrepresented  in 
these  depositions;  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  complaint 
comes  in  a  manner  which  does  not  entitle  it  to  be  received  by 
the  Court.  It  is  a  very  lenient  mode  of  administering  justice 
that  prevails  in  these  Courts  to  take  the  evidence,  in  the  first 
instance,  only  from  the  captured,  who  are  produced,  in  the 
presence  of  the  agents  of  the  parties,  before  the  commissioners 
and  actuary,  whose  duty  it  is  to  superintend  the  regularity  of  the 
proceeding,  and  to  protect  the  witnesses  from  surprise  or  misrepre- 
sentation. When  the  deposition  is  taken,  each  sheet  is  afterwards 
read  over  to  the  witness,  and  separately  signed  by  him,  and  then 
becomes  evidence  common  to  both  parties,  it  being  very  rarely 
permitted  to  the  captor  to  produce  any  evidence.    The  principle 
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therefore  on  which  the  evidence  is  conducted  is  as  favourable  to 
the  claimant  as  it  can  possibly  be.  If  any  of  these  precautions  are 
Thb  Apollo,  omitted,  it  would  be  competent  to  the  party  to  complain  imme- 
SirTV.  Soott.  diately ;  and  if  such  a  complaint  was  regularly  made,  it  would 
become  a  duty  most  pressing  on  the  conscience  of  the  Court  to 
institute  the  most  accurate  inquiry  into  the  grounds  of  such  com- 
plamt.  In  this  case  nothing  of  the  kind  has  been  done;  but  when 
the  cause  is  opened,  and  the  depositions  are  read,  then  something 
is  produced  in  the  form  of  an  affidavit,  which  is  to  have  the  effect 
of  overruling  all  the  evidence  that  has  been  taken  in  the  solemn 
manner  already  described.  I  think  I  am  bound  to  reject  this 
affidavit  in  toto,  and  I  cannot  but  consider  it  as  an  unjust  imputa- 
tion («)  on  those  who  have  the  functions  of  the  Court,  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  the  evidence,  delegated  to  them.  Then  I  am  to  consider 
the  case  on  the  representation  which  the  master  and  the  other  wit- 
nesses have  given.  It  appears  that  the  vessel  sailed  ignorant  of 
the  blockade  which  had  been  imposed  on  the  port  of  Dieppe  (^), 
but  she  was  duly  warned,  and  the  master  does  not  say  that  he  did 
not  understand  the  warning.  I  accede  to  what  has  been  observed 
on  the  part  of  the  cMmant,  that  such  a  warning  might  be  allowed 
to  be  received  at  first  with  some  hesitation^  and  that  it  would  not 
be  the  disposition  of  the  Court  to  take  advantage  of  anyhasiy 
expressions  used  in  the  moment  of  surprise.    If  a  foolish  declara- 


(a)  On  a  subsequent  day,  in  answer 
to  the  intimation  which  had  been 
directed  by  the  Court  to  be  conveyed 
to  the  commissioners  and  actuary, 
before  whom  the  depositions  were 
taken,  of  the  charge  made  against 
their  proceedings  in  the  master's  affi- 
davit, it  was  mentioned  by  the  King's 
Advocate  that  the  interpreter,  Mr. 
Moses  Hart,  had  made  an  affidavit, 
stating  '^that  he  had  been  twenty 
years  employed  as  German  inter- 
preter under  the  commissioners  of 
the  Court  at  Portsmouth,  and  that 
he  had  possessed  a  competent  know- 
ledge of  the  German  language  from 
being  bom  a  Jew  in  Amsterdam, 
where  the  German  language  is  usually 


spoken  amongst  Jews,  and  from  a 
subsequent  residence  of  many  years 
as  a  printer  in  Berlin ;  that  the 
depositions  were  taken  with  great 
caution,  and  carefully  read  over,  and 
interpreted  to  the  witness ;  that  the 
account  of  the  declaration  therein 
contained  was  accurately  taken  down 
from  the  words  of  the  master."  The 
King's  Advocate  stated  also  that  there 
were  affidavits  from  the  captain  and 
officers  of  the  blockading  frigate  re- 
presenting the  conduct  of  the  ship  to 
have  been  conformable  to  the  declara- 
tion of  the  master  as  represented  in 
his  depositions. 

(6)  By  notification,   9th  August, 
1804, 


THE  APOLLO.  483 

iion  was  made,  apparenilj  idle  and  without  a  persevering,  obstinate        I804 
intention  of  carrying  it  into  execution,  it  would,  I  think,  be  a  harsh     ^^^^  ^^' 


exercise  of  the  rights  of  war  to  press  such  a  hasty  declaration  to  The  Apollo. 
the  disadvantage  of  the  master,  and  more  especially  to  the  for-  SirW.  Scott. 
feiture  of  the  property  of  others  entrusted  in  some  measure  to  his 
discretion.  But  if  such  a  declaration  is  made,  and  accompanied  by 
such  circumstances  as  impress  on  the  mind  of  the  Court  a  con- 
viction that  the  master  was  persisting  in  a  serious  determination  of 
acting  agreeably  to  it,  the  captor  is  not  bound  to  wait  till  he 
proceeds  to  carry  his  design  into  execution ;  it  is  sufficient  that  he 
had  made  a  deliberate  declaration,  accompanied  with  such  facts  as 
induce  the  Court  to  believe  that  he  really  intended  to  carry  it  into 
effect.  It  is  said  that  a  master,  in  such  a  situation,  would  be  under 
much  distress  and  difficulty  to  determine  where  he  should  go.  It 
may  be  so ;  but  he  could  be  under  no  doubt  as  to  his  negative 
duty,  as  it  may  be  called,  that  he  was  not  to  go  into  the  blockaded 
port.  It  must  be  clear  and  obvious  to  him  that  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  blockaded  port  cannot  be  considered  as  the  fit  locus  deliberandi 
for  his  f utm^e  plans.  If  the  Court  was  to  admit  that  a  master 
might  lie  to,  and  call  a  coimoil  of  his  own  thoughts  or  of  those  of 
his  crew  in  such  a  place,  the  rights  of  blockade  could  no  longer 
exist  to  any  purpose ;  he  would  stay  in  all  cases  until  an  oppor- 
tunity offered  of  slipping  into  the  interdicted  port.  It  would  be 
practically  inconsistent  with  the  exercise  of  this  right  of  war  to 
hold  that  the  blockading  force  is  boimd  to  stay  by  him,  and  wait 
for  the  result  of  his  deliberation  in  this  suspected  place.  On  the 
contrary,  his  first  duty  is  obvious, /w^^  litus  ;  that  neighbourhood 
is  at  all  events  to  be  avoided.  He  is  bound  on  the  first  notice  to 
take  himself  out  of  an  equivocal  situation,  and  if  he  obstinately 
refuses  and  neglects  so  to  do  this  Court  will  hold,  till  it  is  corrected 
by  the  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court,  that  such  a  conduct  will 
amoimt  to  a  breach  of  the  blockade,  and  subject  the  vessel  to  con- 
demnation. Then  what  is  the  fact?  The  master  declared, 
according  to  the  depositions  of  himself  and  of  the  other  witnesses, 
not  only  "  that  he  must  go,"  which  it  is  said  would  be  the  same 
expression  in  German  as  "  that  he  ought  to  go,"  but  also  that  **  he 
will  go  "  to  Dieppe,  and  after  due  warning  he  is  still  found  near 
the  same  place,  with  the  ship's  head  towards  Dieppe.     Taking  this 
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1804        representation  to  be  true,  as  I  am  bound  to  do,  it  appears  incredible 
^         ^'    to  me,  I  confess,  that  he  should,  as  he  now  asserts,  have  acted  in 


The  Apollo,  this  manner,  without  any  intention  of  going  into  Dieppe.  If, 
SirW.  Scott,  however,  it  is  possible  that  this  assertion  can  be  true,  I  have  only 
to  lament,  as  I  have  abimdant  occasion  to  do,  the  folly  and  obstinacy 
of  masters,  who  will  place  themselves  in  situations  which  it  is 
impossible  for  the  Court  to  admit  to  be  innocent,  without  breaking 
down  all  the  rules  on  which  alone  the  principle  of  blockade  can  be 
sustained.  On  these  grounds  I  feel  myself  obliged  to  pronounce 
this  vessel  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  blockade,  and  consequently 
subject  to  condemnation. 


[5  c.  Rob.  THE  BETSEY  (No.  3). 

296.] 

Bail — Cargo^Claimaut — Bedudion  in  Value. 

Where  a  claimant  took  his  cargo  at  an  agreed  value  on  giving  bail  in 
such  amount,  and  subsequently  the  cargo  proved  to  be  of  less  value. 
Held^  that  the  amount  of  bail  could  not  be  reduced. 

1804  This  was  a  case  of  an  application  made  to  the  Court  on  the  part 

November  22.   Qf  ^  claimant,  who  had  taken  the  goods  on  bail  at  an  admitted 

value,  to  have  the  bail  reduced  to  the  actual  value  of  the  goods,  on 

a  suggestion  that  the  sale  had  not  produced  so  much  as  the  sum  at 

which  they  had  been  appraised. 

Court. — There  seems  to  be  no  pretence  for  this  application.  The 
party  took  the  cargo  not  merely  as  a  middle  man,  as  he  has  been 
described  in  argument,  who  was  to  be  employed  to  sell  to  the  best 
advantage  for  the  use  of  the  Jus  habentium.  It  was  to  the  claimant 
himself  that  the  goods  were  delivered  at  his  own  desire,  and  at  an 
agreed  value,  by  which  the  amount  of  the  interest  in  dispute  was 
completely  concluded.  If  the  value  had  proved  much  greater  than 
the  appraised  sum,  the  captor  would  have  derived  no  benefit  from 
the  increase.  The  speculation  in  that  event  would  have  been 
advantageous  to  the  claimant  only ;  he  would  have  brought  in  no 
more  than  the  appraised  value.  The  adventure  being  unfavour- 
able, the  same  valuation  must  be  adhered  to,  as  equally  binding 
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against  him.    I  have  no  hesitation  in  rejecting  this  prayer,  and        1804 
withooBte(a).  ^"'"^  ^^- 

The  Betsey. 


THE  JONGE  KLASSINA. 

Licence  to  Import  Goods  from  Enemy  Country — Invalidity — Merchant  Exporter 
in  Enemy  Country — National  Character — Merchant  in  Ttvo  Countries. 

A  licence  was  granted  ''for  the  importation  of  goods  from  H.  into 
this  country."  The  licensee  was  proved  to  be  likewise  the  exporter 
from  H.,  and  a  merchant  of  H.  Held,  that  the  licence  was  thereby 
invalidated. 

A  merchant  who  habitually  transacts  business  in  two  countries  is 
liable  to  be  considered  as  a  subject  of  each. 

This  was  a  oase  on  the  national  character  of  the  claimant,  under 
the  particular  circumstances  of  this  transaction,  and  on  the  effect 
of  a  licence  granted  to  Mr.  Ravie,  of  Birmingham,  "for  the 
importation  of  certain  goods  from  Holland  into  this  country."  The 
question  was,  whether  it  could  operate  to  protect  a  shipment  made 
by  him  in  person,  in  Holland,  and  under  papers  describing  the 
firm  of  his  house  as  "  Bavie  and  Co.  of  Amsterdam." 


[6  C.  Rob. 
297.] 


1804 
November  30. 


On  the  part  of  the  captors,  the  King^s  Advocate  and  Robinson. 
On  the  part  of  Mr.  Bavie,  Laurence. 


(a)  So,  as  to  salvage  cases,  in 
the  Jonge  BasJian,  17th  February, 
1806,  in  which  a  proportional  salvage 
had  been  decreed.  The  owners 
had  taken  the  cargo  on  bail  at  an 
appraised  value.  An  application 
was  afterwards  made  to  the  Oourt 
to  reduce  the  rate  of  salvage  on 
a  suggestion  that  it  exceeded  the 
net  proceeds  owing  to  the  expenses 
attending  the  sale. 

The  Oourt  rejected  the  petition. 

So,  in  the  Oraeff  Bemstorff,  April 
3rd,  1805.  In  respect  to  the  ex- 
penses attending  the  sale  of  a  cargo 
taken  on  bail  by  the  claimant, 
and  afterwards  condenmed,  it  was 
objected  on  the  part  of  the  claimant 
that  the  Begistrar  and  merchants  had 


refused  to  allow  certain  charges  made 
for  warehouse  room,  and  expenses 
attending  the  conversion  of  the  pro- 
perty. But  the  Court  overruled  the 
objection,  observing,  I  can  have  no 
hesitation  as  to  any  expenses  in- 
curred after  the  property  was  taken 
on  bail — the  captor  cannot  be  liable 
to  any  such  charges.  It  was  a  free 
speculation  on  the  part  of  the  claimant 
to  take  the  property  at  an  appraLsed 
value  with  all  the  charges  attending 
it.  As  it  appears  that  a  sum  of 
1,800^.  has  been  retained  in  the 
hands  of  the  claimant  under  the 
pretext  of  this  objection,  I  shall 
overrule  the  objection,  and  decree 
interest  to  be  paid  for  the  money  so 
detained. 
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1804  Sir  W.  Scott. — This  question  arises  on  the  claim  of  Mr.  Bavie, 

^^^'^^^^^'  describing  himself  as  "  Eavie  of  Birmingham,"  for  certain  goods 

^E  JoNOB    coming  to  be  imported  into  this  kingdom  from  Holland  under  the 
'     authority  of  a  licence.     In  all  cases  of  this  kind  the  terms  of  the 

IT  w.  Scott.  lic^nQQ  must  be  considered,  as  the  only  authority  under  which  the 
goods  can  be  imported  by  a  British  subject  from  the  enemy's 
country ;  and  I  may  here  observe  that  it  would  not  be  the  disposi- 
tion  of  the  Court  to  narrow  the  operation  of  such  a  licence,  more 
especially  under  the  severe  pressure  which  the  commercial  concerns 
of  British  merchants  have  sustained  from  the  war.  Mr.  Ravie 
appears  to  be  a  person  engaged  very  extensively  in  the  manu« 
f actures  of  this  country,  in  the  employment  of  our  artisans,  and  in 
the  export  and  import  trade  of  the  country ;  and  it  will  be  to  be 
lamented  if  exertions  so  laudable  and  so  prosperous  should  meet 
with  any  check  from  the  effects  of  war.  But  if  such  a  misfortune 
should  have  befallen  him,  I  need  not  say  that  it  is  out  of  the  power 
of  this  Court  to  afford  relief  against  the  necessary  conclusions  of 
law.  The  province  of  this  Court  can  extend  no  further  than  to 
pronoimce  whether  the  transaction  comes  fairly  and  adequately 
within  the  terms  of  the  licence,  under  which  alone  it  can  be  sup- 
ported. 

The  licence  was  granted  to  Mr.  Eavie  to  import  certain  goods, 
"  being  his  property."  On  the  question  relating  to  the  property, 
considering  the  terms  on  which  the  goods  are  now  stated  to  have 
been  diipped  "  for  Mr.  Berry,  but  at  the  risk  of  Mr.  Eavie  during 
the  voyage,"  I  am  disposed  to  hold  that  this  provision  of  the 
licence,  which  refers  to  the  description  of  property,  has  been  suffi- 
ciently complied  with.  But  it  appears  that  Mr.  Eavie  was  not 
only  the  importer,  but  the  exporter  also ;  that  he  was  personally 
present  in  Holland  superintending  the  shipment  according  to  the 
evidence,  as  it  is  now  explained,  in  the  same  manner  as  any  other 
merchant  of  that  country  would  have  done.  So  the  master 
describes  him  in  the  additional  affidavit  which  has  been  permitted 
to  be  introduced.  What  is  it  that  the  broker  does  on  being 
employed  by  the  master  to  procure  a  freight?  He  goes  to  Mr. 
Eavie,  as  a  man  would  go  to  a  known  merchant  of  this  place. 
Mr.  Eavie  appears  to  have  been  the  shipper.  He  contracts  with 
the  broker,  and  is  described  in  the  charter-party  as  "Eavie  and  Co., 
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merchantfl  at  Amsterdam.'^    Am  I  then  at  liberty  to  say  that  this        1804 
is  a  transaction  which  comes  fairly  within  the  terms  of  the  licence,      ^^ 
or  that  it  is  lawful  for  any  individual  to  engraft  the  character  of    '^  Johob 

Dutch  exporter  on  a  licence  granted  to  him  as  a  British  merchant        

to  import  ?  If  it  could  be  shown  that  there  was  any  necessity,  or    ^'    ' 
any  consideration  of  policy,  that  required  such  an  indulgence,  the 
proper  mode  would  be  that  it  should  be  presented  to  the  view  of 
the  government  at  the  time  when  the  licence  is  obtained,  and  then 
permission  to  that  extent  might  be  inserted  in  the  terms  of  the 
licence  itself.     Without  such  a  declaration  of  the  intention  of 
government,  for  this  Court  to  apply  the  licence  to  the  protec- 
tion of  such  a  transaction  as  this  is,  would  be,  I  think,  to 
carry  it  far  beyond  the  iait  construction  which  the  terms  of  the 
grant  wiU  bear.    I  am  fax  from  imputing  to  Mr.  Eavieanyim- 
proper  motive  in  this  affair.    A  breach  of  native  allegiance  it 
could  not  be,  as  Mr.  Bavie  does  not  appear  to  be  a  native  subject 
of  this  country.    I  will  go  further  and  say,  that  there  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  an  intention  on  his  part  of  violating  any 
duties  which  he  owed  to  this  country.     The  motive  was,  I  dare 
say,  merely  commercial,  and,  perhaps,  within  his  apprehension  of 
what  was  permitted  to  him  under  the  terms  of  his  grant.     But  I 
tear  that  this  is  his  exposition  only,  and  not  one  which  the  law 
will  allow  me  to  entertain.    If  trade  with  the  enemy  is  generally 
unlawful,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  this  Coiirt  to  admit  it,  beyond 
the  degree  which  is  fairly  described  in  the  terms  of  the  licence. 
The  hardship  of  the  case  has  been  strongly  pressed  on  a  repre* 
sentation  that  Mr.  Eavie  went  to  Holland  only  for  the  purpose  of 
collecting  debts,  and  on  his  return  from  the  fair  at  Frankfort.  The 
Court  has  looked  anxiously  into  the  evidence  to  see  on  what  ground 
such  an  assertion  was  founded ;  because  if  it  had  appeared  that 
this  was  a  solitary  instance  of  engaging  in  Dutch  commerce,  the 
Court  would  be  induced  to  strain  hard  to  escape  from  the  necessity 
of  pronouncing  the  property  subject  to  confiscation.    Something  of 
that  kind  does  appear,  indeed,  in  the  affidavits ;  but  of  the  persons 
who  make  those  affidavits  I  must  say  that  they  seem  to  know 
more  of  Bavie's  affairs  than  Mr.  Bavie  himself.    I  have  looked 
into  his  affidavit,  and  can  discover  nothing  respecting  the  particular 
purpose  of  collecting  debts.    All  that  he  says  is,  'Hhat  after  the 
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1804        Frankfort  fair  he  went  to  Holland  to  settle  some  mercantile 

1  concerns."    Those  concerns  might  be  aU  fature  arrangements. 

^^jJ^o"  Without  assenting  to  the  principle  that  a  British  merchant  oonld, 
- —  with  strict  propriety,  go  in  any  case  into  the  enemy^s  country 
without  the  authority  of  the  State,  the  Court  might  be  disposed  to 
exert  the  utmost  indulgence  that  could  be  consistent  with  the  rule 
of  law  for  the  relief  of  a  person  who  had  found  himself  in  the 
enemy's  country  in  transitu  merely,  and  for  occasional  purposes 
only,  not  originally  connected  with  this  transaction.  But  when  I 
look  at  Mr.  Eavie's  affidavit,  I  can  find  no  grounds  for  considering 
his  case  as  that  of  a  man  merely  stepping  over  the  line  of  demarca- 
tion, and  making  shipments  only  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  his 
debts. 

This  brings  me  to  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Bavie's  national 
character.    It  is  not  said  what  is  his  native  character,  but  it  is 
much  insisted  on  that  he  is  settled  in  this  coimtry,  and  engaged 
in  extensive  manufactures  here.    Mr.  Bavie  must  know,  and  those 
who  have  stated  his  case  know  perfectly  well,  that  his  meritorious 
establishment  in  this  country,  to  the  extent  of  which  I  have  stated, 
cannot  be  permitted  to  affect  this  question.    A  man  may  have 
mercantile  concerns  in  two  countries,  and  if  he  acts  as  a  merchant 
of  both,  he  must  be  liable  to  be  considered  as  a  subject  of  both 
with  regard  to  the  transactions  originating  respectively  in  those 
countries.    That  he  has  no  fixed  compting-house  in  the  enemy's 
country  will  not  be  decisive.     How  much  of  the  great  mer- 
cantile concerns  of  this  kingdom  is  carried  on  in  coffee-houses  P 
A  very  considerable  portion  of  the  great  insurance  business  is 
so  conducted.    It  is  indeed  a  vain  idea  that  a  oompting-house  or 
fixed  establishment  is  necessary  to  make  a  man  a  merchant  of  any 
place.     If  he  is  there  himself  and  acts  as  a  merchant  of  that  place 
it  is  sufficient,  and  the  mere  want  of  a  fixed  compting-house  there 
will  make  no  breach  in  the  mercantile  character,  which  may  well 
exist  without  it.    Mr.  Eavie's  own  representation  is,  "that  he 
went  to  Holland  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  his  mercantile  con- 
cerns, and  that  he  has  for  a  long  time  carried  on  trade  and  business 
at  Birmingham."     As  to  his  business  at  Birmingham,  I  may 
dismiss  the  whole  of  that  oiroumstance  as  what  cannot  admit  of  a 
doubt.     The  question  will  still  remain,  whether  he  is  not  also  a 
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merchant  of  Holland  in  this  particular  transaction  P    He  says,        1804 
"  that  he  employs  Mr.  V.  as  his  agent  at  Amsterdam  to  receive  ^^^^^  ^^' 
letters,  and  that  letters  are  addressed  to  him  there  to  Ravie  and  Co.    The  Jonob 

at  Amsterdam."     This  circnmstanoe  has  been  contended  to  be        

parallel  with  the  case  of  Mr.  Portalis,  who  had  agents  at  Bordeaux  ®"^*  ®^**' 
and  at  various  other  places,  whilst  he  himself  was  resident  at 
Neuohatel.    But  there  is  this  distinction,  which  has  been  over-         .-  - 
looked,  that  Mr.  Portalis  did  not  appear  to  have  been  personally 
present  at  Bordeaux ;  he  might  have  agents  in  different  parts  of 
the  world,  but  he  himself  was  resident  at  Neuchatel.     If  he  had 
been  himself  at  Bordeaux  that  fact  might  have  made  a  very 
material  difference  in  his  case.    What  is  the  situation  of  Mr.  Eavie 
in  this  respect  ?    He  says,  "  that  he  has  employed  agents  at 
Amsterdam,  except  at  those  times  when  he  finds  it  convenient  to 
go  there,"  which  may  be  three  or  five  times  in  a  year.     At  such 
times  I  am  to  suppose  that  he  did  not  employ  agents,  but  trans- 
acted his  own  business.     What  is  meant  by  a  nominal  fiirm  at  that 
place,  which  I  perceive  in  several  passages  of  these  affidavits,  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  understand,  since  Mr.  Bavie  appears  to  have  been  as 
substantially  employed  in  the  trade  of  Amsterdam  as  any  other 
mercantile  firm  of  that  place.     The  character  in  which  he  stands 
before  the  Court  in  this  particular  transaction  corresponds  exactly 
vdth  this  view  of  his  general  connection  with  that  place.     The 
charter-party  is  brought,  not  to  Mr.  V.,  his  agent,  but  to  himself, 
and  he  signs  it  as  a  merchant  of  Amsterdam.    It  would,  I  con- 
ceive, be  too  much  for  me  to  pronounce  that  this  can  legally  be 
done,  or,  in  effect,  that  a  man  may  go  to  the  enemy's  coimtry  as 
often  as  he  pleases,  under  the  authority  of  a  licence  of  this  kind, 
and  there  act  as  a  Dutch  merchant  carrying  on  the  export  trade  of 
that  country.    I  feel,  I  hope,  as  much  as  other  persons,  for  the 
difficulties  under  which  the  commerce  of  this  country  and  com- 
mercial men  may  be  placed  by  the  events  of  war,  but  it  is  not  in 
my  power  to  bend  the  principles  of  law  for  their  relief.    If  it  is  fit 
that  such  relief  shoidd  be  afforded,  it  must  be  given  elsewhere  and 
by  higher  powers.     This  Court  has  no  authority  to  exercise  such  a 
discretion,  but  is  under  the  painful  necessity  of  pronouncing  this 
property  subject  to  condemnation. 
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[«  C.  Epb.  THE  CHAELOTTE  (No.  2). 

306.]  ^  ' 

Contraband — Masts, 

Masts  are  absolutely  contraband  without  reference  to  the  port  to 
which  they  are  destined. 

1804  This  was  a  ocuse  of  a  oargo  of  masts  and  spars,  taken  in  a  Liibeok 

Mifmber  16.   ship  on  a  voyage  from  Biga  to  Nantes,  being  the  produce  of 

Eussia,  and  olaimed  as  the  property  of  a  merchant  of  that  country. 

For  the  captors,  the  King*8  Advocate  and  Laurence, 

For  the  claimants,  Arnold  and  Robinson, 

Sir  W.  Scott. — This  case  has  been  argued  much  at  leng^  on 
the  operation  of  the  treaty  and  on  the  authority  of  former  practice, 
and  it  certainly  presents  a  question  of  considerable  importance ; 
but  it  wiU  not  be  necessary  or  proper  for  me  to  travel  much  into 
the  argument,  because,  if  there  is  a  decision  of  the  Superior  Court 
so  recent  as  1803  on  a  similar  point,  it  will  be  conclusiye  upon  my 
judgment,  and  I  shall  have  only  to  follow  the  rule  of  law  there 
laid  down,  and  to  act  under  the  authority  of  that  decision.  Let  us 
see,  then,  whether  the  cases  are  so  far  parallel  cases  as  to  be  subject 
to  an  application  of  the  same  principle.  The  Oraeffen  Van  OotU 
land  {a)  was  a  shipment  of  masts  to  Cadiz  in  a  Swedish  ship,  and, 
as  the  master  appears  to  have  said  in  his  depositions,  '^to  be 
delivered  to  private  conagnment."  This  is  a  shipment  of  similar 
articles,  going  in  a  Liibeck  ship  to  Nantes.  The  two  cases  have  this 
circumstance  in  common,  then,  that  the  claimants  are  merchants  of 
Eussia,  exporting  articles  of  the  same  kind  to  the  enemy,  not  in 
the  vehicles  of  their  own  country.  Unless  there  are  other  circum- 
stances to  distinguish  the  cases,  the  decision  of  the  Lords  upon  the 
former  case  must  be  the  guide,  which  this  Court  would  be  bound  to 
follow.  Then  what  are  the  distinctions  pointed  out  ?  It  is  said 
that  the  claimant  in  that  instance  was  the  Swedish  consul  in 
Eussia,  but  that  circumstance  could  have  made  no  difference,  since 
it  must  have  been  familiar  to  all  who  had  to  judge  of  that  case  that 

(a)  August  19th,  1803. 


THE  CHARLOTTE. 


491 


SirW.  Soott. 


hiB  oharacter  of  consul  to  a  foreign  nation  could  not  vary  the        1804 

principle  that  was  to  be  applied  to  it.    As  a  person  resident  in  1 

Bussia,  he  could  be  considered  in  no  other  light  than  other  mer-    ^^  T™ 

'  ,  ,  °  ,  Chablotte. 

chants  of  the  country.  It  is  then  said  that  the  cargo  was  going  to 
the  public  arsenal  of  the  enemy.  It  was  going  to  Cadiz,  which  is 
a  place  of  great  military  equipment,  but  it  is  a  place  of  great 
mercantile  equipment  also ;  and  it  does  not  appear,  I  think,  exactly 
as  it  has  been  represented  that  those  articles  were  to  be  delivered 
to  the  public  arsenal  of  the  State.  What  has  been  said  on  the 
other  side  is,  I  think,  true,  that  the  nature  of  the  port  is  not 
material,  since  masts,  if  they  are  to  be  considered  as  contraband, 
which  they  will  be  unless  protected  by  treaty,  are  so,  without 
reference  to  the  nature  of  the  port,  and  equally,  whether  bound  to 
a  mercantile  port  only  or  to  a  port  of  naval  military  equipment. 
The  consequences  of  the  supply  may  be  nearly  the  same  in  either 
case.  If  sent  to  a  mercantile  port,  they  may  be  there  applied  to 
immediate  use  in  the  equipment  of  privateers,  or  they  may  be  con- 
veyed from  Nantes  to  Brest,  and  there  become  subservient  to  every 
purpose  to  which  they  could  have  been  applied  if  going  directly 
to  a  port  of  military  equipment.  The  only  other  distinction  is 
that  the  decision  alluded  to,  passed  on  a  capture  of  the  late  war  in 
1797,  when  this  country  and  Bussia  were  bound  by  a  particular 
convention  to  a  stricter  co-operation  in  the  war  against  France ; 
but  the  destination  of  the  Graeffen  Van  Oottland  was  not  to  France, 
but  to  Spain,  which  country  was  by  no  manner  affected  by  the 
convention  of  1793.  It  has  appeared,  I  think,  in  numerous 
instances  that  the  commercial  intercourse  between  Bussia  and  Spain 
was  not  interrupted,  but  that  there  was  a  considerable  trade  going 
on  between  the  two  countries  during  the  whole  war.  These 
distinctions,  then,  are  insufficient  to  vary  the  principle  of  law, 
which  I  feel  myself  bound  to  apply  under  the  authority  of  the 
Superior  Court.  Without  going  into  the  antecedent  history  of  the 
law  on  this  question,  I  must  consider  the  authority  of  this  recent 
case  decided  by  the  Superior  Court  as  binding  on  me.  That 
judgment  must  be  supposed  to  have  been  formed  vdth  reference 
to  former  authorities ;  and  it  is  not  even  now  contended,  on  the 
part  of  the  claimant,  that  the  late  treaty  of  1801  puts  the  commerce 
of  Bussia  vdth  respect  to  these  articles  on  a  more  favourable 
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Chablottb. 


SirW.  Scott. 


THE  WIGHT. 


footing  than  it  was  before.  The  effect  of  that  decision  is  conclusive 
on  me,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  this  cargo  subject 
to  condemnation. 


[6  0.  Rob. 
316.] 


1804 
November  30. 


THE  WIGHT. 

Salvage — Becapture — Convoy — Hostile  Posseman  of  Captured  Vessel, 

A  conyoying  vessel  has  a  right  to  salvage  for  the  recapture  of  a  vessel 
under  her  charge,  if  such  vessel  has  been  in  the  effectual  possession  of 
an  enemy.  Heldy  aUoy  that  the  Court  will  not  entertain  a  charge  of 
negligence  against  the  convoy  as  a  defence  to  such  a  daim.  Such 
charge  must  be  made  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  and 
if  substantiated  before  them,  the  Court  will  then  act  on  their  finding. 

This  was  a  case  of  salvage  arising  on  the  recapture  of  a  vessel 
by  a  convoying  ship  within  a  short  time  after  the  capture,  and 
before  she  had  been  carried  out  of  sight.  The  facts  of  the  case 
were,  that  the  Wight  was  sailing  under  the  convoy  of  the  Thisbe^ 
on  a  voyage  from  Zante  to  London ;  that  in  passing  the  narrow 
channel  between  Cephalonia  and  Ithaca  the  whole  oonvoy  was 
becalmed,  and  whilst  in  this  situation  a  privateer  rowed  out  from 
the  land  by  means  of  sweeps  and  made  a  capture  of  the  WigM. 
On  signal  being  made,  the  Tkisbe  immediately  put  out  her  boats, 
which  pursued  the  privateer,  and  within  an  hour  or  two  retook  the 
Wtghty  and  also  made  a  capture  of  the  privateer,  with  the  loss  of 
one  man. 

On  the  part  of  the  captor,  the  King^s  Advocate  and  Arnold. 
On  the  part  of  the  owners,  Laurence  and  Robinson. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — ^This  case  comes  before  me  upon  an  alleged 
act  of  recapture  performed  by  the  Thisbe^  who  had  a  number  of 
merchant  vessels  imder  her  convoy.  One  was  captured  by  the 
enemy  and  was  afterwards  retaken  by  the  Thisbe;  and  for  that 
service  the  Thisbe  now  stands  before  the  Court,  demanding  the 
salvage  which  is  allowed  to  King's  ships  on  ordinary  occasions  by 
the  Prize  Act.  The  first  question  that  arises  is,  whether  a  con- 
voying ship  may  be  entitled  to  salvage  from  ships  under  her 
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protection  P    That  question  has,  I  think,  been  decided  by  the        1804 

authority  of  the  case  of  the  Hinchinbrooky  which  is  binding  on  me,  L 

because  it  was  there  laid  down  that  the  relation  which  had  sub-  The  Wight. 
sisted  between  the  convoying  ship  and  those  under  her  care  would  Sir  W.  Scott, 
not  take  the  case  out  of  the  general  provisions  of  the  Prize  Act. 
I  consider  that  to  have  been  the  ancient  doctrine  of  this  Court ; 
and  it  was,  I  think,  recognized  as  such  by  the  decisions  of  my 
predecessor,  because  he  seemed  to  hold  that  the  demand  might 
generally  be  considered  as  f  tdrly  within  the  operation  of  the  Act, 
although  he  determined  that,  under  the  particular  circimistances  of 
the  case  then  before  him,  no  salvage  was  due.  He  entered,  I 
recollect,  pretty  fully  into  the  circumstances  of  that  case,  and  con- 
cluded that  there  had  been  some  neglect  on  the  part  of  the 
convoying  ship,  which  would  defeat  the  right  of  the  salvors.  The 
Court  of  Appeal  was  of  opinion  that  no  such  imputation  was 
raised  against  the  convoying  ship  by  the  facts  of  the  case ;  and 
further,  that  such  a  question,  if  it  arose  in  fact,  was  a  matter  to  be 
discussed  in  another  form,  and  was  not  fit  to  be  introduced  in  a 
civil  cause  of  this  nature,  to  repel  a  demand  to  which  the  re- 
oaptor  would  be  entitled  on  the  general  principle  of  law.  It  would 
indeed,  as  it  was  then  observed,  be  attended  with  very  great 
injustice  to  the  character  of  naval  oflScers,  if  the  propriety  of  their 
conduct  on  such  occasions  could  be  brought  into  discussion  inci- 
dentally in  this  manner ;  and  I  advert  to  this  consideration  more 
particularly,  because  I  perceive  that  an  insinuation  of  improper 
conduct  has  also  been  introduced  into  the  present  case.  But  imder 
the  authority  of  the  Himhinbrooky  I  think  myself  warranted  to 
consider  it  as  a  charge  to  which  this  Court  will  not  attend  till 
otherwise  established.  If  a  complaint  was  gravely  preferred  and 
substantiated  elsewhere  on  a  proper  representation  to  the  Lords  of 
the  Admiralty,  it  might  be  competent  to  this  Court  to  say  that  no 
claim  to  reward  should  be  grounded  on  an  act,  thus  pronounced  to 
be  an  act  of  misconduct  by  a  tribunal  properly  qualified  to  decide 
upon  it.  But  to  admit  such  accusations  in  this  form  would  be 
attended  with  great  injustice  to  the  naval  officer  whose  character 
was  implicated  in  the  charge,  and  would  be  productive  of  great 
inconvenience  to  the  Court.  If  I  was  to  admit  the  insinuation  in 
any  degree,  I  must  also  receive  exculpatory  evidence  on  the  other 
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1804         side,  and  that  would  be  to  let  myeelf  out  to  the  practioe  of  faying 

1  a  criminal  case  throughout,  which  was  so  justly  reprobated  by  the 

Tmt  WigHT.  Superior  Court  on  the  former  occasion.  The  only  material  ques- 
SirW.  Soott.  tion  for  me  to  consider,  then,  is,  whether  there  was  such  a  capture 
made  by  the  enemy  as  would  found  a  case  of  recapture  ?  Many 
cases  might  be  put  of  the  effect  of  immediate  acts  of  recapture,  to 
show  that  it  is  by  no  means  necessary  that  the  possession  by  the 
enemy  should  be  long  maintained,  or  at  any  particular  distance 
from  the  convoying  ship.  The  question  will  always  be,  whether  it 
was  an  effectual  possession,  and  such  as  would  suspend  the  relation 
of  the  convoying  ship;  not,  whether  it  is  a  complete  and  firm 
possession,  which,  for  some  purposes,  is,  in  contenq)lation  of 
law,  not  held  to  be  effected  till  the  prize  is  carried  infra  pr(B8idia  ? 
The  rule  of  infra  prcBsidia,  however,  is  certainly  not  the 
measure  to  be  applied  to  questions  of  this  kind.  The  very  clause 
of  the  Prize  Act  alludes  to  cases  of  salvage  in  which  no  such  com- 
plete possession  is  supposed,  since  it  speaks  of  vessels  being 
recaptured  and  permitted  to  continue  on  their  original  voyage. 
As  little  can  it  be  contended  that  the  vessel  should  have  been  out 
of  sight  to  found  a  case  of  recapture ;  it  will  be  sufficient  if  there 
has  been  that  complete  and  absolute  possession  which  supersedes 
the  authority  of  the  convoying  ship,  and  such  a  possession  must 
have  been  maintained  for  some  time  in  the  present  instance. 
Every  act  of  possession  was  exercised ;  the  master  was  taken  out, 
the  vessel  was  completely  manned  with  as  many  of  the  captor's 
crew  as  were  sufficient  to  overpower  all  resistance,  and  the  vessel 
was  taken  in  tow  by  the  enemy.  By  these  acts  the  former  relation 
subsisting  between  this  vessel  and  the  convoying  ship  was  neces- 
sarily suspended.  A  ship  in  possession  of  the  enemy  can  obey  no 
signal,  nor  support  its  former  duties  and  subordination  to  the 
convoying  ship.  There  might  still  remain  an  obligation  on  the 
part  of  the  convoying  ship  to  attempt  the  recapture,  as  far  as  it 
could  be  done  consistently  with  the  safety  of  the  other  vessels 
under  her  protection.  Such  a  duty  would  result  from  the  injimc- 
tions  of  the  Prize  Act,  which  provides  a  reward  for  the  recaptor 
when  the  service  is  effected,  and  cannot  therefore  be  intended  to 
preclude  the  demand  of  salvage,  though  the  service  rendered  to 
the  individual  by  the  recaptor  may  be  no  more  than  a  sense  of 
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public  duty  would  otherwise  require  from  him.     The  capture  is,        I804 
I  think,  proved  to  have  been  sufficiently  completed ;  and  unless  •^^'^^^^  ^^' 
I  could  go  to  the  length  of  holding  that  there  must  be  a  firm  pos-  Thb  Wight. 
session  and  a  bringing  infra  prcBsidiUy  I  must  pronounce  this  vessel  sir  W.  Soott. 
to  have  been  recovered  from  a  situation  which  has  been  decided  to 
be  sufficient  to  support  the  daim  of  salvage  by  the  decision  of  the 
Superior  Court. 


THE  MAHTA.  (No.  3)  {a).  [6  c.  Rob. 

366.3 

Contintious  Voyage — Touching  at  Intermediate  Port — Intention  to  Sell  Cargo 
at  Intermediate  Fort — Further  Proof. 

An  American  ship  sailed  from  Havamiali,  thence  to  New  Providence, 
where  she  remained  from  May  31st  to  July  20th,  with  a  cargo  of  colonial 
produce,  and  tlienoe,  with  part  of  the  original  cargo,  to  Amsterdam ;  she 
was  captured  between  New  Providence  and  Amsterdam,  ffeld^  that 
as  the  terminus  ad  quem  was  not  a  port  of  the  mother  country,  and  as 
there  was  only  on  board  part  of  the  original  cargo,  the  owner  of  the 
ship  was  entitled  to  produce  further  evidence  to  prove  that  the  ship 
sailed  from  the  Havannah  with  the  intention  that  aU  the  cargo  should 
be  sold  in  America,  and  that  the  voyage  was  not  continuous. 

This  was  a  case  of  an  American  ship  which  had  come  from  the        1805 
Havannah  to  New  Providence  with  a  cargo  of  colonial  produce,  %^^^^  ^^' 
and  was  proceeding,  when  taken,  with  a  considerable  part  of  that 
cargo  on  board  to  the  port  of  Amsterdam. 

For  the  captor,  the  Kingh  Adwcate  and  Laurence. 

For  the  claimant,  Swahey  and  Adams. 

Sir  W.  Soqtt. — This  question  arises  as  to  a  vessel  which  had 
gone  to  the  Havannah,  and  from  thence  to  New  Providence  (5), 
where  she  was  refitted,  and  took  on  board  part  of  the  same  cargo, 
with  other  goods  belonging  to  the  same  owner,  and  some  other 
articles  on  freight,  and  was  at  the  time  of  capture  proceeding  to 
Amsterdam.  On  these  facts  two  questions  have  been  made — ^First, 
whether  the  goods  so  going  are  not  liable  to  condemnation  P  and 
secondly,  whether  the  ship,  as  concerned  in  the  same  illegal  trans- 

(o)  See  the  Williamy  post,  p.  605. 

(6)  She  arrived  on  May  Slst,  and  sailed  on  July  20th. 
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1806         action,  is  not  Bubjeot  to  the  same  penalty  P    It  is  certainlj  true 

1  that  a  continued  voyage  from  the  colony  of  the  enemy  to  the 

ThbMabi^  mother  country,  or  to  any  other  ports  but  those  of  the  country  to 
SirW.  Soott.  which  the  vessel  belongs,  will  subject  the  cargo  to  confiscation; 
and  the  only  point  which  the  Court  has  to  decide  is,  whether  the 
voyage  in  question  is  to  be  considered  as  a  continued  voyage  or 
not  P  It  is  a  question  in  its  nature  subject  to  very  considerable 
difficulties  in  particular  cases,  and  one  on  which  the  Court  must 
exercise  its  judgment  with  great  caution  on  the  special  circum- 
stances which  compose  the  substance  of  each  case,  and  with  great 
care  not  to  attribute  more  weight  to  any  particular  fact  than  what 
it  justly  demands.  In  the  case  of  the  Essexy  which  was  decided  by 
the  Court  of  Appeal,  the  principle  of  law,  by  which  such  cases  are 
to  be  decided,  was  distinctly  affirmed.  It  certainly  is  not  a  novel 
principle ;  and  I  cannot  but  express  my  surprise  that  it  should  be 
represented  in  any  place,  as  I  understand  it  has  been,  that  the 
principle  is  new.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  an  inherent  and  settled 
principle  in  all  cases  in  which  the  same  question  can  have  come 
under  discussion,  that  the  mere  touching  at  any  port  without  im- 
porting the  cargo  into  the  conmion  stock  of  the  country  will  not 
alter  the  nature  of  the  voyage,  which  continues  the  same  in  all 
respects,  and  must  be  considered  as  a  voyage  to  the  country  to 
which  the  vessel  is  actually  going  for  the  purpose  of  delivering 
her  cargo  at  the  ultimate  port.  The  E%Bex  was  in  fact  the 
first  case  which  called  for  the  direct  decision  of  the  Superior 
Court ;  but  the  same  doctrine  would  have  been  held  in  any  other 
case,  if  such  a  case  had  occurred  at  an  earlier  period ;  and  cases  had 
occurred  before,  very  sufficient  to  convey  a  full  admonition  upon 
the  subject.  As  the  Essexy  however,  happened  to  be  the  leading 
case  on  the  subject,  it  may  not  be  improper  that  I  should  state 
what  I  conceive  to  be  the  substance  of  it.  It  was  the  case  of  an 
American  vessel  which  had  gone  from  America  to  Lisbon,  where, 
finding  the  market  bad,  she  went  on  to  Barcelona,  and  there  took 
on  board  a  cargo  of  Spanish  produce  for  the  Havannah,  under 
the  direction  of  the  agent  in  Europe,  "that  she  should  go  to  the 
Havannah,  first  touching  at  Salem,  in  America,  where  the  owner  {a) 

(a)  The  claim  was  given  by  the  master  for  the  ship  and  cargo  as  the 
property  of  William  Ome,  of  Salem. 
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resided,  who  adopted  the  plan  and  sent  the  vessel  on."    It  appeared        ^^^ 
dearly  to  the  Conrt  that  it  was  the  intention,  originating  in  the 


mind  of  an  authorized  agent,  acting  under  full  powers,  that  the    ^^^^^-^^^- 
vessel  should  go  to  the  Havannah,  and  that  this  purpose  was  Sir  W.  Soott. 
adopted  by  the  owner ;  that  it  was  in  reality  a  continued  voyage 
from  Spain  to  the  Havannah ;  that  as  to  the  intention,  all  doubt 
was  done  away  with  by  the  adoption  on  the  part  of  the  owner, 
who  had  the  vessel  in  his  own  port,  and  was  fully  implicated  in 
the  engagement  of  sending  her  on,  according  to  the  projected 
voyage.     That  was  the  fundamental  case,  a  case  of  a  trade  from 
the  mother  country  to  the  colony,  with  full  knowledge  of  the 
circumstances,  and  a  distinct  adoption  of  the  purpose  on  the  part 
of  the  owner.     Other  cases  have  occurred  since  in  this  Court,  which 
have  been  determined  on  their  own  particular  droumstances ;  as, 
indeed,  all  cases  of  this  kind  must  be  entertained  on  their  own 
evidence,  which  may  be  slighter  or  stronger,  according  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  transaction  has  been  conducted.    The  first 
case  that  called  for  the  decision  of  this  Court  was  that  of  the 
Enoch  (a),  in  which  appeared  one  fact,  which  was  in  itself  conclusive 
of  the  intention,  viz.,  a  charter-party,  providing  "for  a  voyage  to 
the  colony  of  the  enemy  and  back  to  America,  and  from  thence  to 
the  mother  country  in  Europe,"  affording  a  complete  demonstration 
of  one  entire  voyage.    It  was  not  merely  a  circumstance,  it  was  an 
absolute  and  conclusive  fact,  declaratory  of  the  intention  of  sending 
on  the  cargo  to  Europe.    The  next  case  was  the  Rowena  (a),  which 
happened  on  the  same  day,  and  which  the  Court  did  not  distinguish 
in  judgment  from  the  preceding  case,  though  there  was  this 
difference  between  them,  that  it  had  not  a  charter-party  linking 
together  the  two  parts  of  the  original  voyage.     But  other  circum- 
stances occurred  leading  to  the  same  condusion,  and  the  Court  can 
only  decide  on  circumstances.    There  were  the  former  habits  of 
the  vessel,  from  which  it  appeared  that  she  had  been  for  a  consider- 
able number  of  voyages  employed  in  the  same  course  of  trade  in 
the  hands  of  the  same  owner.     The  whole  cargo  had  come  from 
the  colony  of  the  enemy,  and  had  lain  in  America  only  a  very 
short  time ;  just  long  enough  for  the  purpose  of  being  landed  and 

(a)  Adm.,  23rd  July,  1805. 
R.  K  K 
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1806  reshipped.  Under  these  oiromnstances  the  Court  thought  itself 
September  IS.  \^y^^^  jq  presume  that  the  original  intention  of  sending  the 
The  Mama,  cargo  to  Europe  had  actuated  the  whole  adventure.  Soon  after 
Sir  W.  Scott,  came  the  ease  of  the  Reject  (a),  in  which  it  was  affirmed  in  the 
claim  that  the  goods  which  composed  part  only  of  a  former 
cargo  were  intended  for  sale  in  America.  This  averment  was 
solemnly  interposed  on  oath,  and  as  the  matter  was  dubious,  the 
Court  thought  proper  to  admit  the  parties  to  establish  their  aver- 
ment in  proof.  These  are  the  principal  cases  which  have  occurred 
in  this  Court,  without  adverting  to  cases  that  have  occurred  in  the 
Superior  Court ;  and  I  now  have  to  consider  whether  there  was  in 
those  cases  anything  on  which  the  Court  relied,  which  binds  me  to 
conclude  that  the  present  voyage  was  a  continued  voyage,  and  that 
there  could  have  been  no  real  bond  fide  importation.  There  are  no 
letters  or  writings  as  in  the  EsseXy  purporting  an  original  intention 
to  send  on ;  there  is  no  charter-party  as  in  the  Enoch  ;  there  are  no 
instructions,  disclosing  a  course  of  similar  voyages  to  Amsterdam, 
as  in  the  Roicena.  The  former  voyages  are  clear  of  suspicion;  and 
I  think  there  is  something  in  that  fact,  and  that  it  is  but  just  that 
the  presumption  from  former  habits,  which  weighs  unfavourably  in 
some  cases,  should  have  its  due  weight  on  the  other  side.  It  is, 
indeed,  the  very  purpose  of  the  seventh  interrogatory  to  illustrate 
what  is  obscure  in  the  transa.ction  immediately  before  the  Court  by 
former  habits.  The  present  case  is  distinguishable  also  in  another 
point  of  view,  that  the  destination  is  not  to  the  mother  country  of 
the  colony.  I  do  not  say  that  the  rule  of  law  would  be  different 
on  that  account,  but  as  evidence  of  uitention  it  is  something. 
When  {hBporttM  ad  quern  is  not  a  port  of  the  country  to  which  the 
colony  belongs,  and  is  itself  a  place  of  great  general  trade,  there  is 
not  the  same  preponderance  of  evidence ;  the  proof  of  intention  is 
slighter — ^I  will  not  say  how  much  slighter — ^but  it  is  a  circumstance 
to  be  taken  into  consideration  in  forming  a  judgment  on  the  whole 
case.  It  is  someiMng,  also,  that  the  goods  are  not  the  whole  of  the 
former  cargo,  since  the  inference  of  original  intention  is  not  so 
strong  as  to  goods  which  compose  a  part  only,  though  a  large  part 
of  a  miscellaneous  cargo,  picked  up  in  different  places  and  belong- 

(a)  Adm.,  August  1st,  1605. 
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ing  to  dififerent  proprietors.    On  these  grounds  it  does  appear  to        isoo 

me  that  the  present  ease  is  substantially  distinguished  from  other     ^^ 1 

eases  determined  by  the  Lords  of  Appeal,  or  in  this  Court,  and  TheMabia.. 
that  it  has  not  the  same  proof  to  be  collected  from  circumstances  Sir  W.  Scott, 
on  which  a  judicial  mind  is  bound  to  acquiesce.  There  is  room  to 
let  in  the  supposition  that  there  might  be  an  intention  of  selling 
in  America,  and  that  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  that  prospect 
only,  the  design  was  taten  up  of  sending  on  these  goods  to  the 
European  market.  Without  abandoning  the  principle,  or  being 
in  the  least  disposed  to  let  it  out  to  a  degree  of  laxity,  which  may 
endanger  the  stability  and  consistency  of  the  general  rule,  I  think 
that  the  claimant  may  in  this  case  be  admitted  to  prove  the  aver- 
ment of  an  intention  of  selling  in  America,  which  is  not  shown  to 
be  incredible  or  inconsistent  with  any  circumstance  which  is  at 
present  in  evidence  before  me.  As  to  the  other  parts  of  the  cargo, 
on  which  no  question  is  raised,  they  must  be  restored.  The  ques- 
tion as  to  the  ship  will  stand  over  to  wait  the  judgment  which  the 
Court  may  ultimately  form  on  the  real  intention  of  the  owner  as  to 
the  cargo. 

On  the  22nd  of  April,  1806,  this  cause  came  on  again  upon 
further  proof,  when  it  was  admitted  on  the  part  of  the  captor  that 
the  proofs  were  sufficient,  and  the  Court  decreed  restitution. 


THE  ANNA. 

Capture — Neutral  Territory — Three  Mile  Limit — Uninhabited  Island  Adjacent     L^  ^vvT^ 
to  Mainland — Belligerent  Cruisers  Within  Neutral  Waters — Commencement 
of  Capture — Duty  of  Captors — Convenient  Port — Adjudication, 

A  vessel  was  captured  within  three  miles  from  some  iminhabited 
islands  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi.  Held^  that  the  territorial  limit 
was  to  be  reckoned  from  these  islands.  Held^  also,  that  if  the  chase  of 
the  captured  vessel  had  began  at  a  greater  distance  than  three  miles 
from  these  islands  the  capture  might,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that 
thoy  were  iminhabited,  have  been  valid,  but  that  in  the  present  case  it 
was  invalid  because  the  captors  had  behaved  illegally  in  stationing  their 
ships  within  the  mouth  of  a  neutral  river. 

It  is  the  duty  of  a  captor  to  take  a  prize  to  a  convenient  port  for 
adjudication. 

This  was  a  case  of  a  ship  under  American  colours,  with  a  cargo        1805 
of  logwood  and  about  13,000  doUars  on  board,  bound  from  the    ^'""I'^^o.  ^' 
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1805  Spanish  Main  to  New  Orleans,  and  captured  by  the  Minerva 
■^TTto^  ^'  privateer  near  the  mouth  of  the  Biver  Mississippi.  A  daim  was 
given  under  the  direction  of  the  American  Ambassador  for  the  ship 
and  cargo,  "  as  taken  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  at 
the  distance  of  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  western  shore  of  the 
principal  entrance  of  the  Mississippi,  and  within  view  of  a  post 
protected  by  a  gun,  and  where  is  stationed  an  officer  of  the  United 
States." 

For  the  captors,  Arnold  and  Robinson, — The  description  which 
the  commander  of  the  privateer  gave  in  his  affidavit  was  that 
"  about  6  p.m.,  14th  July,  he  discovered  the  Anna  at  the  distance 
of  about  nine  miles,  steering  north-west  and  by  north;  that  he 
immediately  gave  chtise,  and  about  half -past  six  the  Anna  altered 
her  course ;  that  about  three-quarters  past  six  he  ordered  a  gun  to 
be  fired ;  that  no  notice  being  taken  he  ordered  another,  when 
finding  that  the  Anna  instead  of  taking  notice  hoisted  her  staysail 
to  favoui*  her  escape,  he  fired  roimd  and  grape  shot  till  she 
brought  to ;  that  the  Anna  was  not  within  neutral  territory,  but 
two  miles  and  a  half  from  the  bar  of  the  river  and  five  miles  from 
Fort  Balise,  which  is  a  small  fort  erected  on  made  land,  and  is 
surrounded  by  water  for  many  miles  which  never  ebbs  dry."  The 
representation  which  the  master  of  the  captured  ship  gave  was, 
'*  that  the  place  where  she  was  first  fired  upon  is  not  more  than 
two  miles  and  a  half  off  the  shore,  and  the  place  where  the  ship 
was  anchored  when  taken  not  more  than  one  mile  and  a  half,  and 
both,  he  apprehends  and  believes,  within  the  territory  and  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  States ;  that  the  spots  marked  in  the  plan  or 
chart  as  between  the  Balise  or  beacon  and  his  ship  are  small  islands, 
which  are  always  dry  and  covered  with  reeds  and  small  shrubs, 
where  people  go,  and  that  he  had  been  many  times,  to  shoot  wild 
fowl  and  procure  eggs  which  are  there  found  in  great  abundance ; 
that  the  intervening  parts  are  shallow  water,  in  part  filled  up  with 
timber  which  drifts  down  the  river ;  that  the  Balise  was,  during 
the  time  of  the  possession  of  the  Spaniards,  a  fort  with  small  houses 
or  cabins  round  the  same,  where  cannon  were  moimted,  and  where  a 
Governor  resided  with  his  wife  and  family,  as  also  pilots  for  the 
navigation  of  the  river  and  officers  of  the  Customs,  who  used  to 
visit  all  vessels  at  their  entrance." 
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For  the  olaiinant,  the  King^B  Advocate  and  Laurence. 
20th  November. 


1805 

November  6, 
16,  20. 


[The  Court  first  dealt  with  certain  matters  of  fact  aa  to  the  ship^s  Awna. 

papers  and  as  to  the  port  to  which  she  was  taken.] 

Sir  "W.  Scott. — ^The  ship  with  this  cargo  on  board  was  brought  to 
England  for  adjudication ;  and  it  lies  on  the  captor  to  exonerate  him- 
self from  the  improprieiy  of  this  act;  because  though  the  instructions 
to  cruisers  give  something  of  a  discretion  to  captors  as  to  the  port 
to  which  they  are  to  bring  their  prize — to  some  convenient  port — 
it  is  a  discretion  which  must  be  cautiously  exercised,  and  with 
soxmd  reason,  so  as  to  be  justified  in  the  Court  before  which  the 
case  is  brought.  It  would  be  cause  of  infinite  vexation  if  neutral 
vessels  taken  on  slight  pretences  at  so  great  a  distance  as  the  coast 
of  America  were  to  be  dragged  across  the  Atlantic  for  adjudica- 
tion ;  more  especially  when  this  country  has  established  Courts  in 
different  islands  in  the  "West  Indies,  to  prevent  inconvenient  recur- 
rence to  this  Court  and  to  provide  for  claimants  in  that  part  of  the 
world  justice  at  their  own  doors,  that  their  commerce  may  be  sub- 
ject to  as  little  interruption  as  possible  from  the  exercise  of  the 
rights  of  war  on  the  part  of  this  country  in  those  seas.  At  the 
same  time  there  may  be  circumstances  that  would  justify  such  a 
procedure :  as  if  a  King's  ship  bound  on  the  public  service  makes 
a  capture  in  her  course,  such  a  vessel  cannot  depart  from  her 
instructions,  but  must  proceed  upon  her  original  destination.  That 
would  be  a  case  of  necessity,  arising  out  of  the  public  service,  for 
which  States  must  make  allowance  reciprocally.  But  with  respect 
to  privateers,  I  cannot  think  that  any  such  circumstances  as  are 
here  set  up  can  be  pleaded  as  a  justifying  excuse  for  such  conduct 
on  their  part. 

[The  Court  then  dealt  with  the  excuses  put  forward.] 

When  the  ship  was  brought  into  this  country  a  claim  was  given 
of  a  grave  nature,  alleging  a  violation  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States  of  America.  This  great  leading  feet  has  very  pro- 
perly been  made  a  matter  of  much  discussion,  and  charts  have  been 
laid  before  the  Court  to  show  the  place  of  capture,  though  with 
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1805         different  representations  from  the  adverse  parties.    The  capture 
^15^20,  ^'    ^^  made,  it  seems,  at  the  mouth  of  the  River  Mississippi,  and,  as 
it  is  contended  in  the  claim,  within  the  boundaries  of  the  United 


"    States.    We  all  know  that  the  rule  of  law  on  this  subject  is  "  terriB 

""     •   *^  •   dominium Jinitury  ubifinitur  armorum  vis"  and  since  the  introduc- 
tion of  firearms  that  distance  has  usually  been  recognized  to  be 
about  three  miles  from  the  shore.     But  it  so  happens  in  this  case 
that  a  question  arises  as  to  what  is  to  be  deemed  the  shore,  since 
there  are  a  number  of  little  mud  islands  composed  of  earth  and 
trees  drifted  down  by  the  river,  which  form  a  kind  of  portico  to 
the  mainland.     It  is  contended  that  these  are  not  to  be  considered 
as  any  part  of  the  territory  of  America ;  that  they  are  a  sort  of 
"  no  man's  land,"  not  of  consistency  enough  to  support  the  pur- 
poses of  life,  Tminhabited,  and  resorted  to  only  for  shooting  and 
taking  birds'  nests.     It  is  argued  that  the  line  of  territory  is  to  be 
taken  only  from  the  Balise,  which  is  a  fort  raised  on  made  land  by 
the  former  Spanish  possessors.     I  am  of  a  different  opinion ;  I 
think  that  the  protection  of  territory  is  to  be  reckoned  from  these 
islands,  and  that  they  are  the  natural  appendages  of  the  coast  on 
which  they  border,  and  from  which,  indeed,  they  are  formed. 
Their  elements  are  derived  immediately  from  the  territory,  and  on 
the  principle  of  alluvium  and  increment,  on  which  so  much  is  to  be 
found  in  the  books  of  law,  Quod  tisfluminia  de  tuo  prcBdio  detraxerit, 
et  ticino  prcedio  attulerity  palam  tuum  remanet  (a),  even  if  it  had 
been  carried  over  to  an  adjoining  territory.     Consider  what  the 
consequence  would  be  if  leuids  of  this  description  were  not  con- 
sidered as  appendant  to  the  mainland  and  as  comprised  within  the 
bounds  of  territory.     If  they  do  not  belong  to  the  United  States 
of  America,  any  other  Power  might  occupy  them ;  they  might  be 
embanked  and  fortified.    What  a  thorn  this  would  be  in  the  side 
of  America !     It  is  physically  possible  at  least  that  they  might  be 
so  occupied  by  European  nations,  and  then  the  command  of  the 
river  would  be  no  longer  in  America  but  in  such  settlements. 
The  possibility  of  such  a  consequence  is  enough  to  expose  the 
fallacy  of  any  arguments  that  are  addressed  to  show  that  these 
islands  are  not  to  be  considered  as  part  of  the  territory  of  America. 

(a)  Inst.  L.  2  Tit  1,  §  21. 
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Whether  they  are  composed  of  earth  or  soM  rock  will  not  vary  the        1805 
right  of  dominion,  for  the  right  of  dominion  does  not  depend   "^^s'^o^  ^' 
upon  the  texture  of  the  soil.  

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  right  of  territory  is  to  be  reckoned        

from  those  islands.  That  being  established,  it  is  not  denied  that  ^^^'  ^^' 
the  actual  capture  took  place  within  the  distance  of  three  miles 
from  the  islands,  and  at  the  very  threshold  of  the  river.  But  it  is 
said  that  the  act  of  capture  is  to  be  carried  back  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  pursuit,  and  that  if  a  contest  begins  before,  it  is  lawful 
for  a  belligerent  cruiser  to  follow  and  to  seize  his  prize  within  the 
territory  of  a  neutral  State.  And  the  authorily  of  Bynkershoek  is 
cited  on  this  point.  True  it  is  that  that  great  man  does  intimate 
an  opinion  of  his  own  to  that  effect,  but  with  many  qualifications, 
and  aa  an  opinion  which  he  did  not  find  to  have  been  adopted  by 
any  other  writers.  I  confess  I  should  have  been  inclined  to  have 
gone  along  with  him  to  this  extent,  that  if  a  cruiser  which  had 
before  acted  in  a  manner  entirely  unexceptionable,  and  free  from 
all  violation  of  territory,  had  summoned  a  vessel  to  submit  to 
examination  and  search,  and  that  vessel  had  fled  to  such  places  as 
these,  entirely  iminhabited,  and  the  cruiser  had,  without  injury  or 
annoyance  to  any  person  whatever,  quietly  taken  possession  of  his 
prey,  it  would  be  stretching  the  point  too  hardly  against  the  captor 
to  say  that  on  this  account  only  it  should  be  held  an  illegal  capture. 
If  nothing  objectionable  had  appeared  in  the  conduct  of  the  captors 
before,  the  mere  following  to  such  a  place  as  this  is  would,  I  think, 
not  invalidate  a  seizure  otherwise  just  and  lawful. 

But  that  brings  me  to  a  part  of  the  case  on  which  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  privateer  has  laid  herself  open  to  great  repre- 
hension. Captors  must  understand  that  they  are  not  to  station 
themselves  in  the  mouth  of  a  neutral  river  for  the  purpose  of 
exercising  the  rights  of  war  from  that  river,  much  less  in  the  very 
river  itself.  It  appears  from  the  privateer's  own  log-book  that 
this  vessel  has  done  both ;  and  as  to  any  attempt  to  shelter  this 
conduct  under  the  example  of  King's  ships,  which  I  do  not 
believe,  and  which,  if  true,  would  be  no  justification  to  others, 
captors  must,  I  say,  be  admonished  that  the  practice  is  altogether 
indefensible,  and  that  if  King's  ships  should  be  guilty  of  such 
misconduct  they  would  be  as  much  subject  to  censure  as  other 
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1806         cruisers.    It  is  unnecessary  to  go  over  all  the  entries  in  the  log. 

^7r*20^  ^'    '^^^  captors  appear  by  their  own  description  to  have  been  standing 

-  off  and  on,  obtaining  information  at  the  Balise,  overhauling  vessels 

'     in  their  course  down  the  river,  and  making  the  river  as  much 

IT  w.  Soott.   Biitgervient  to  the  purposes  of  war  as  if  it  had  been  a  river  of  their 
own  country.     This  is  an  inconvenience  which  the  States  of 
America  are  called  upon  to  resist,  and  which  this  Court  is  bound 
on  every  principle  to  discourage  and  correct.     With  respect  to  one 
vessel,  it  appears  that  the  Bilboay  imder  Spanish  colours,  and  an 
imdoubted  Spanish  ship,  had  been  captured  and  ccffried  into  the 
river;  and  it  was  steted  in  an  affidavit,  which  was  exhibited  to 
account  for  the  absence  of  the  usual  witnesses  in  that  case,  that 
the  prisoners  had  escaped.     The  cause  was  brought  on  upon  the 
evidence  of  the  releasing  witnesses  imder  this  representation.     It 
now  appears  by  an  entry  in  this  log  "that  the  prisoners  were  set 
on  shore,"  an  act  highly  unjustifiable  in  its  own  nature,  inde- 
pendent of  the  deception  with  which  it  has  been  accompanied. 
The  prisoners  are  the  King's  prisoners,  and  captors  are  particularly 
enjoined  by  the  instructions  not  to  release  any  prisoners  belonging 
to  the  ships  of  the  enemy,  and  they  violate  their  duty  whenever 
they  do.     When  I  advert  to  the  imposition  that  has  been  put  upon 
the  Court  in  that  transaction^  how  can  I  trust  myself  to  any 
representation  coming  from  the  same  persons  P    Indeed  I  think  I 
can  perceive  strong  traits  of  bad  faith  running  throughout  the 
whole  conduct  of  the  captors  in  the  present  case.     In  answer  to  the 
complaint  that  has  been  made  against  the  captors  for  bringing  this 
prize  to  England,  it  was  said  that  it  was  done  at  the  desire  of  the 
master  of  the  captured  vessel ;  though  in  the  affidavit  of  the  master, 
which  is  not  contradicted,  it  is  sworn  "that  the  captors  offered  to 
set  hiTTi  on  shore,  but  that  he  refused  to  be  separated  from  his 
cargo."     The  conduct  of  the  captors  has  on  all  points  been  highly 
reprehensible.      Looking  to  all  the  circumstances   of   previous 
misconduct,  I  feel  myself  bound  to  pronounce  that  there  has  been 
a  violation  of  territory,  and  that  as  to  the  question  of  property 
there  was  not  sufficient  ground  of  seizure ;  and  that  these  acts  of 
misconduct  have  been  further  aggravated  by  bringing  the  vessel  to 
England,  without  any  necessity  that  can  justify  such  a  measure. 
In  such  a  case  it  would  be  falling  short  of  the  justice  due  to  the 
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violated  rights  of  America,  and  to  the  indiyiduals  who  have  sustained  18O6 

injury  by  such  misoonduct,  if  I  did  not  follow  np  the  restitution  "^^^20!  ^' 
which  has  passed  on  the  former  day  with  a  decree  of  costs  and 

,  ThbAkita. 

damages.  

Sir  W.  Scott. 


THE  WILLIAM  (No.  2)  (a).  [5  c.  Rob. 

385.] 

{Before  the  Lords  Commissioners  0/ Appeal  in  Prize  Causes,) 

Continuous    Voyage — Deviation — Landing  of  Cargo — Actual   Termination  of 
Voyage — Evidence, 

A  deviation  by  the  landing  and  reshipping  of  cargo  will  not  break  the 
continuity  of  a  voyage.  When,  therefore,  a  vessel  took  on  board  a 
cargo  at  La  Guira  which  was  carried  to  Marblehead  and  unladen,  and  the 
import  duties  paid,  and  the  greater  part  was  taken  on  board  after  slight 
repairs  to  the  ship,  which  sailed  again  for  Bilbao  and  was  captured  before 
her  arrival  there :  Heldt  that  there  had  been  no  real  importation  of  the 
cargo  at  Marblehead,  and  that  the  vessel  was  on  a  continuous  voyage 
from  La  Guira  to  Bilbao. 

This  was  a  question  on  the  continuity  of  a  voyage  in  the  colonial        18O6 
trade  of  the  enemy,  brought  by  appeal  from  the  Vice- Admiralty     ^Q^rek  11. 
Court  of  Halifax,  where  the  ship  and  cargo,  taken  on  a  destination 
to  Bilbao  in  Spain,  and  claimed  on  behalf  of  Messrs.  "W.  and  N. 
Hooper,  of  Marblehead,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  had  been 
condemned  17th  July,  1800. 

It  appeared  in  evidence  that  the  ship  had  gone  to  Martinique, 
where  the  outward  cargo  was  disposed  of ;  that  she  then  proceeded 
to  La  Guira,  and  took  on  board  a  cargo  of  cocoa,  the  property  of 
the  owners,  which  was  brought  to  Marblehead  on  the  29th  May, 
and  imladen ;  that  the  ship  was  then  cleaned  and  slightly  repaired, 
and  again  took  on  board  the  chief  part  of  the  former  cargo,  with 
some  sugars  brought  from  the  Havannah  in  other  ships,  and  pui*- 
chased  by  the  owners,  and  sailed  on  or  before  the  7th  June  upon  a 
destination  to  Bilbao.  Among  the  papers  was  a  certificate  from 
the  collector  of  the  customs  "  that  this  vessel  had  entered  and 
landed  a  cargo  of  cocoa  belonging  to  Messrs.  W.  and  N.  Hooper, 
and  that  the  duties  had  been  secured  agreeable  to  law,  and  that 

(a)  See  the  Ma/riay  ante,  p.  495. 
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1806         the  said  oargo  had  been  reshipped  on  board  this  vessel  bound  for 

L  Bilbao ;  and  that  her  cargo,  consisting  of  cocoa,  sugar,  and  fish, 

Wn^M      ^^  *^®  property  of  the  said  W.  and  N.  Hooper." 

On  the  7th  May,  180  i,  the  cause  came  on  to  be  heard  before  the 
Lords  of  Appeal  upon  the  original  evidence,  when  the  case  was 
argued  on  the  principle  of  continuity,  and  the  application  of  that 
principle  to  the  circumstances  of  the  present  case,  by  the  King's 
Advocate  and  the  Attorney-General  on  the  part  of  the  captor,  and 
by  Mr.  Dallas  and  Dr.  Arnold  on  the  part  of  the  appellant.  The 
Lords  "  pronounced  for  the  appeal,  reversed  the  sentence  appealed 
from,  and  retained  the  principal  cause,  therein  admitted  the  claim 
for  the  ship  and  cargo,  pronounced  the  said  cargo,  except  70  hogs- 
heads of  cocoa  and  five  bags  of  cocoa,  to  have  belonged  as  claimed, 
and  dismissed  the  bail  given  in  the  Court  below  to  answer  the 
appeal  in  respect  thereto ;  but  directed  further  proof  to  be  made  of 
the  importation  of  the  said  cocoa  into,  and  exportation  from,  the 
port  of  Marblehead  in  America,  and  the  payment  of  duties  thereon 
within  nine  months." 

Li  obedience  to  that  decree  further  proof  waa  exhibited,  consist- 
ing of  simdry  docimients. 

On  this  proof  the  cause  was  further  argued,  and  on  the 
11th  March,  1806,  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  was 
delivered  by  the  Eight  Honourable  Sir  William  Grant,  Master  of 
the  Rolls,  in  the  following  terms : — 

Sir  W.  Grant. — ^The  question  in  this  caae  is,  whether  that  part 
of  the  cargo  which  has  been  the  subject  of  further  proof,  and 
which,  it  is  admitted,  was  at  the  time  of  the  capture  going  to  Spain, 
is  to  be  considered  as  coming  directly  from  La  Guira  within  the 
meaning  of  his  Majesty's  instructions.  According  to  our  under- 
standing of  the  law,  it  is  only  from  those  instructions  that  neutrals 
derive  any  right  of  carrying  on  with  the  colonies  of  our  enemies, 
in  time  of  war,  a  trade  from  which  they  were  excluded  in  time  of 
peace.  The  instructions  had  not  permitted  the  direct  trade 
between  the  hostile  colony  and  its  mother  country,  but  had,  on  the 
contrary,  ordered  all  vessels  engaged  in  it  to  be  brought  in  for 
lawful  adjudication,  and  what  the  present  claimants  aocordingly 
maintain  is,  not  that  they  could  carry  the  produce  of  La  Guira 


SirW.  Ghrant. 


THE  WILLIAM.  607 

directlj  to  Spain,  but  that  they  were  not  so  carrying  the  oargo        1806 
in  question,  inasmuch  as  the  voyage  in  which  it  was  taken  was     -^^^^^  ^^' 
a  voyage  from  North  America,  and  not  directly  from  a  colony     ^'^™ 

A  (^        •  iT  TT»T«T  A  If » 

of  Spam. 

What,  then,  with  reference  to  this  subject,  is  to  be  considered  as 
a  direct  voyage  from  one  place  to  another?  Nobody  has  ever 
supposed  that  a  mere  deviation  from  the  straightest  and  shortest 
course  in  which  the  voyage  could  be  performed,  would  change  its 
denomination  and  make  it  cease  to  be  a  direct  one  within  the 
intendment  of  the  instructions.  Nothing  can  depend  on  the 
degree  or  the  direction  of  the  deviation,  whether  it  be  of  more  or 
fewer  leagues,  whether  towards  the  coast  of  Africa  or  towards  that 
of  America.  Neither  will  it  be  contended  that  the  point  from 
which  the  commencement  of  a  voyage  is  to  be  reckoned  changes  as 
often  as  the  ship  stops  in  the  course  of  it ;  nor  will  it  the  more 
change  because  a  party  may  choose  arbitrarily  by  the  ship's  papers, 
or  otherwise,  to  give  the  name  of  a  distinct  voyage  to  each  stage 
of  a  ship's  progress.  The  act  of  shifting  the  cargo  from  the  ship 
to  the  shore,  and  from  the  shore  back  again  into  the  ship,  does  not 
necessarily  amount  to  the  termination  of  one  voyage  and  the 
commencement  of  another.  It  may  be  wholly  unconnected  with 
any  purpose  of  importation  into  the  place  where  it  is  done.  Sup- 
posing the  landing  to  be  merely  for  the  purpose  of  airing  or  drying 
the  goods,  or  of  repairing  the  ship,  would  any  man  think  of 
describing  the  voyage  as  beginning  at  the  place  where  it  happened 
to  become  necessary  to  go  through  such  a  process  P  Again,  let  it 
be  supposed  that  the  party  has  a  motive  for  desiring  to  make  the 
voyage  appear  to  begin  at  some  other  place  than  that  of  the 
original  lading,  and  that  he  therefore  lands  the  cargo  purely  and 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  himself  to  affirm  that  it  was  at 
such  other  place  that  the  goods  were  taken  on  board,  would  this 
contrivance  at  all  alter  the  truth  of  the  fact  P  Would  not  the  real 
voyage  still  be  from  the  place  of  the  original  shipment,  notwith- 
standing the  attempt  to  give  it  the  appearance  of  having  begun 
from  a  difierent  place  P  The  truth  may  not  always  be  discernible, 
but  when  it  is  discovered,  it  is  according  to  the  truth  and  not 
according  to  the  fiction  that  we  are  to  give  to  the  transaction  its 
character  and  denomination.    If  the  voyage  from  the  place  of  lading 
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1806         be  not  reallj  ended,  it  matters  not  by  what  aots  the  partj  maj 
^^^^^  ^^'     have  evinced  his  desire  of  making  it  appear  to  have  been  ended. 


Thb  That  those  acts  have  been  attended  with  trouble  and  expense 
—  *  cannot  alter  their  quality  or  their  effect  The  trouble  and  expense 
Grant,  ^^^y,  ^Q{g]^  ^  circumstances  of  evidence  to  show  the  purpose  for 
which  the  acts  were  done ;  but  if  the  evasive  purpose  be  admitted 
or  proved,  we  can  never  be  bound  to  accept  as  a  substitute  for 
the  observance  of  the  law,  the  means,  however  operose,  which 
have  been  employed  to  cover  a  breach  of  it.  Between  the  actoal 
importation  by  which  a  voyage  is  really  ended,  and  the  colourable 
importation  which  is  to  give  it  the  appearance  of  being  ended, 
there  must  necessarily  be  a  great  resemblance.  The  acts  to  be 
done  must  be  almost  entirely  the  same;  but  there  is  this  difference 
between  them  :  the  landing  of  the  cargo,  the  entry  at  the  custom 
house,  and  the  payment  of  such  duties  as  the  law  of  the  place 
requires,  are  necessary  ingredients  in  a  genuine  importation ;  the 
true  purpose  of  the  owner  cannot  be  effected  without  them.  But 
in  a  fictitious  importation  they  are  mere  voluntary  ceremonies, 
which  have  no  natural  connection  whatever  with  the  purpose  of 
sending  on  the  cargo  to  another  market,  and  which,  therefore, 
would  never  be  resorted  to  by  a  person  entertaining  that  purpose, 
except  with  a  view  of  giving  to  the  voyage  which  he  has  resolved 
to  continue  the  appearance  of  being  broken  by  an  importation, 
which  he  has  resolved  not  really  to  make. 

Now  what  is  the  case  immediately  before  usP  The  cargo  in 
question  was  taken  on  board  at  La  Guira.  It  was  at  the  time  of 
the  capture  proceeding  to  Spain,  but  the  shig  had  touched  at  an 
American  port.  The  cargo  was  landed  and  entered  at  the  custom 
house,  and  a  bond  was  given  for  duties  to  the  amount  of  1,239 
dollars.  The  cargo  was  re-shipped,  and  a  debenture  for  1,211 
dollars  by  way  of  drawback  was  obtained.  All  this  passed  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days.  The  vessel  arrived  at  Marblehead  on  the 
29th  of  May ;  on  that  day  the  bond  for  securing  the  duties  was 
given.  On  the  30th  and  31st  the  goods  were  landed,  weighed  and 
packed.  The  permit  to  ship  them  is  dated  the  1st  of  June,  and 
on  the  3rd  of  June  the  vessel  is  cleared  out  as  laden  and  ready  to 
proceed  to  sea.  "We  are  frequently  obliged  to  collect  the  purpose 
from  the  circumstances  of  the  transaction.     The  landing  thus 
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almost  instantaneously  followed    by  the  re-shipment  has  little        18O6 

appearance  of  having  been  made  with  a  view  to  actual  importation;  !_ 

but  it  is  not  upon  inference  that  the  conclusion  in  this  case  is  left     -^^^^ 

to  rest.     The  claimants,  instead  of  showing  that  they  really  did        

import  this  cargo,  have,  in  their  attestation,  stated  the  reasons 
which  determined  them  not  to  import  it.  They  say,  indeed,  that 
when  they  ordered  it  to  be  purchased  "it  was  with  the  single  view 
of  bringing  it  to  the  United  States,  and  that  they  then  had  no 
intention  or  expectation  of  exporting  it  in  the  said  schooner  to 
Spain."  Supposing  that  from  this  somewhat  ambiguous  statement 
we  are  to  collect  that  their  original  intention  was  to  have  imported 
this  cargo  from  America,  with  a  view  only  to  the  American  market, 
yet  their  intention  had  been  changed  before  the  arrival  of  the 
vessel.  For  they  state  that  in  the  beginning  of  May  they  had 
received  accounts  of  the  prices  of  cocoa  in  Spcun,  which  satisfied 
them  that  it  would  sell  much  better  there  than  in  America,  and 
that  they  had  therefore  determined  to  send  it  to  the  Spanish 
market.  Nothing  is  alleged  to  have  happened  between  the  landing 
of  the  cargo  and  its  re-shipment  that  could  have  the  least  influence 
on  their  determination.  It  was  not  in  that  short  interval  that 
American  prices  fell,  or  that  information  of  the  higher  prices  in 
Spain  had  been  received.  Kaowing  beforehand  the  comparative 
state  of  the  two  markets,  they  neither  tried  nor  meant  to  try 
that  of  America,  but  proceeded  with  all  possible  expedition  to  go 
through  the  forms  which  have  been  before  enumerated.  If  the 
continuity  of  the  voyage  remains  unbroken,  it  is  immaterial 
whether  it  be  by  the  prosecution  of  an  original  purpose  to  continue 
it,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Essexy  or,  aa  in  this  case,  by  the  relinquish- 
ment of  an  original  purpose  to  have  brought  it  to  a  termination  in 
America.  It  can  never  be  contended  that  an  intention  to  import 
once  entertained  is  equivalent  to  importation ;  and  it  would  be  a 
contradiction  in  terms  to  say  that  by  acts  done  after  the  original 
intention  has  been  abandoned  such  original  intention  has  been 
carried  into  execution.  Why  should  a  cargo,  which  there  was 
to  be  no  attempt  to  sell  in  America,  have  been  entered  at  an 
American  custom  house,  and  voluntarily  subjected  to  the  pay- 
ment of  any,  even  the  most  trifling  duty  P  Not  because  importa- 
tion was,  or  in  such  a  case  could  be  intended,  but  because  it  was 
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1806         thought  expedient  that  something  should  be  done,  which  in  a 
11.     British  Prize  Court  might  pass  for  importation.      Indeed,  the 


Thb         claimants  seem  to  have  conceived  that  the  inquiry  to  be  made  here 

'     was  not  whether  the  importation  was  real  or  pretended,  but  whether 

SirW.  Grant,  ^jj^  pretence  had  assumed  a  particular  form,  and  was  accompanied 
with  certain  circumstances  which  by  some  positive  rule  were,  in  all 
cases,  to  stand  for  importation,  or  to  be  conclusive  evidence  of  it ; 
and  it  has,  I  understand,  been  said  that  our  departure  from  that 
supposed  rule  in  the  case  of.  the  Essex  (a)  was  a  surprise  upon  the 
merchants  of  America,  who  had  by  our  former  decisions  been  led 
to  believe  that  proof  of  landing  and  payment  of  duties  in  America 
would  in  every  case  be  held  absolutely  decisive  of  the  legality  of 
the  voyage. 

How  far  even  that  rule  would  have  been  departed  from  by  the 
decision  in  the  case  of  the  JEssex  will  hereafter  be  considered.  But 
after  having  looked  very  attentively  into  all  the  cases  in  which,  as 
far  as  I  am  aware,  this  sort  of  question  has  occurred,  I  conceive, 
not  only  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  point  out  a  judgment  in 
which  any  such  unqualified  doctrine  has  been  laid  down,  but  that 
the  judgments  antecedent  to  that  in  the  Ussex  had  clearly  and 
unequivocally  negatived  the  existence  of  the  alleged  rule  of 
decision. 

The  first  case  of  the  kind,  that  of  the'  Pollt/y  occurred  in  the 
High  Court  of  AdmiraHy,  in  February,  1800.  The  learned  judge 
of  that  Court  expressly  disclaimed  the  attempt  to  define  what 
should  be  deemed  universally  the  test  of  a  bond  fide  importation. 
He  did,  indeed,  lay  great  and  just  stress  on  the  payment  of  the 
American  import  duties,  which  was  there  sworn  to  have  been 
actually  made.  But  still  it  was  as  evidence  of  hond.  fide  importa- 
tion. The  very  statement  that  the  thing  in  question  was  the  bona 
fides  of  the  importation  did  of  necessity  exclude  the  supposition 
that  one  imif orm  effect  was  in  all  cases  to  be  ascribed  to  a  given 
set  of  circumstances,  without  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  their 
effect  as  evidence  might  be  varied  by  other  circumstances  with 
which,  in  different  caseSj  they  might  be  found  contrasted  or  com- 
bined.    The  first  case  of  this  class  which  I  believe  came  before  this 

(a)  Lords,  22nd  June,  1805. 
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board  was  that  of  the  Mercury y  in  January,  1802.    By  all  the        I8O6 
documents  found  on  board,  the  cargo  appeared  to  have  been  laden     ^^^^  ^^' 


at  Charlestown ;  and  among  those  documents  there  was  an  attesta-     ^"^^^^ 

tion  sworn  at  the  custom  house  that  ail  the  parts  of  the  cargo        

which  were  of  foreign  growth  or  manufacture  had  been  legally  ^ 
imported,  and  the  duties  thereon  paid  or  secured.  It  came  out, 
however,  in  the  depositions  of  the  witnesses  examined  on  the 
standing  interrogatories,  that  the  cargo  had  been  laden  at  the 
Havannah,  and  that  it  never  had  been  landed  at  Charlestown,  the 
place  of  the  alleged  shipment.  It  being  evident  that  the  touching 
at  Charlestown  was  for  the  mere  purpose  of  giving  to  the  voyage 
the  colour  and  appearance  of  having  begun  there,  we  affirmed  the 
sentence  of  condemnation,  without  previously  endeavouring  to 
ascertain  whether  any  duties  had  really  been  paid  in  America. 
The  true  nature  of  the  transaction  being  clearly  ascertained,  it 
seemed  immaterial  to  inquire  whether  the  payment  of  duties  had 
been  one  of  the  means  employed  to  disguise  it. 

The  next  case  which  occurred  was  that  of  the  Eagle^  in  May, 
1803.  By  the  original  evidence  it  appeared  that  the  cargo  had 
come  from  Bilbao  to  Philadelphia,  where  it  had  been  landed,  and 
whence  it  was  proceeding  in  the  same  vessel  to  the  Havannah.  The 
condemnation  in  the  Court  below  had  proceeded  on  the  ground 
that  the  cargo  was  contraband  of  war.  But  the  only  question 
here  was  with  regard  to  the  continuity  of  the  voyage.  As  to  that, 
further  proof  was  ordered.  We  had  the  landing  at  Philadelphia 
already  m  evidence ;  therefore,  according  to  the  supposed  rule,  the 
only  other  circumstance,  with  regard  to  which  proof  could  be 
material,  was  the  payment  of  duties :  but  we  did  not  so  limit  our 
inquiry.  In  order  to  endeavour  to  discover  the  real  purpose  and 
intention  of  the  owner,  we  called  for  the  orders  which  he  had  given 
concerning  the  purchase  and  shipment  of  the  cargo  at  Bilbao,  and 
also  for  the  insurances  made  from  thence.  Had  it  clearly  appeared 
from  those  orders  or  insurances  that  the  cargo  was  from  the  begin- 
ning destined  for  the  Havannah,  could  it  be  supposed  that  we 
would  pay  no  regard  to  that  result  of  the  inquiry  which  we  had 
directed,  but  would  ascribe  to  the  payment  of  duties  such  a  conclu- 
sive effect  as  would  have  rendered  every  other  part  of  the  inquiry 
perfectly  nugatory?    When  the  case  came  back  on  the  further 
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1806         proof,  nothing  appeared  in  the  letters  of  orders  to  show  a  destina- 
1_  tion  to  the  Havannah.   No  insurance  had  been  effected  on  the  first 

Thb  branch  of  the  voyage.  It  was  positively  sworn  that  the  import 
duties,  amounting  to  1,333  dollars,  had  been  actually  paid ;  also, 
that  the  cargo  had  been  warehoused  at  Philadelphia  and  adver- 
tised and  intended  for  sale  there,  but  that  not  being  able  to  obtain 
a  price  that  would  answer,  the  owner  had  resolved  to  ship  it  for 
the  Havannah.  Giving  a  credit  to  this  evidence,  which,  it  now 
appears,  it  did  not  deserve,  we  thought  that  a  complete  bonA  fide 
importation  had  taken  place,  and  therefore  decreed  restitution  of 
the  ship  and  cargo. 

The  case  of  the  schooner  Freeportj  and  the  original  hearing  of 
the  Essex^  came  on  in  August,  1803.  The  Freeport  had  carried 
from  Cadiz  to  Boston  the  cargo  with  which  at  the  time  of  the 
capture  it  was  proceeding  to  one  of  the  Spanish  colonies.  The 
cargo  had  been  landed  and  remained  some  time  on  shore ;  but  the 
master,  who  was  half  owner  of  both  ship  and  cargo,  admitted  in 
his  claim  that  the  cargo  was  intended  for  the  Spanish  West  Indian 
market,  and  did  not  even  assert  any  purpose  of  importation  into 
America.  We  therefore  affirmed  the  sentence  of  condemnation. 
The  cargo  having  been  landed,  it  might  be  taken  for  granted  that 
whatever  duties  were  payable  had  been  paid.  But,  as  the  ease 
stood,  we  thought  that  fact  immaterial,  and  therefore  directed  no 
inquiry  with  regard  to  it. 

In  the  case  of  the  Essex  the  cargo  had  been  brought  from 
Barcelona  to  Salem,  and  after  having  been  landed  and  re-shipped 
was  proceeding  to  the  Havannah.  From  the  original  evidence 
there  was  great  reason  to  believe  that  the  master  had  from  the 
beginning  destined  the  cargo  for  the  Spanish  colony ;  but  as  what 
had  passed  at  Salem,  or  what  had  been  the  conduct  of  the  owner 
after  the  ship's  arrival  there,  did  not  distinctly  appear,  it  was 
thought  right  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  entering  further  proof 
of  the  alleged  importation.  It  had  never  been  denied  that  in  a 
doubtful  case  pajmaent  of  duties  would  have  great  weight,  and 
therefore  the  further  proof  was  particularly  directed  to  that  point. 
But  it  having  been  suggested  that  in  these  cases  the  duties  charged 
on  landing  were  almost  entirely  drawn  back  on  the  re-shipment,  we 
also  called  for  an  accoimt  of  the  drawbacks,  if  any,  which  had 
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been  received.      This  additional  enquiry  suflSciently  showed  that        I8O6 
the  same  effect  would  not  be  ascribed  to  a  nominal  as  to  an  actual     ^^'^^^  ^^' 
payment  of  import  duties.     With  a  view  of  further  elucidating  the        Thb 

transaction,  the  insurances  made,  if  any,  were  directed  to  be  pro-        

duced.     The  final  event  of  this  case  will  be  afterwards  noticed.        ^'''^'  ^''^*- 

The  next  case  was  that  which  is  the  inmiediate  subject  of  the 
present  judgment.  It  was  first  heard  in  May,  1804.  By  the 
original  evidence  the  landing  of  the  cargo  at  Marblehead  was 
proved;  it  was  also  in  proof  that  the  duties  had  been  secured 
according  to  law — so  the  owners  swore,  so  the  custom-house  certi- 
fied. It  was  to  be  supposed  that  duties  which  were  secured  were 
one  day  to  be  paid,  and  it  wa^  doubtless  meant  to  be  so  understood 
here ;  for  the  fact  was  suppressed  that  at  the  moment  when  the 
certificate  issued  from  the  custom-house,  and  the  oath  was  made  by 
the  owners,  a  debenture  had  been  granted  which  in  effect  extin- 
guished almost  the  whole  of  the  duties  that  had  been  previously 
secured.  Here  was  what  is  now  said  to  have  been  by  us  held 
conclusive  evidence  of  importation.  But  what  did  we  determine  ? 
That  the  importation  was  not  sufficiently  proved,  and  therefore  we 
directed  further  proof  of  it  to  be  made.  Could  any  American,  who 
at  all  attended  to  the  proceedings  of  this  Court,  be  really  surprised 
by  our  again  deciding  a  twelvemonth  afterwards  that  such  evidence 
was  not  conclusive?  Yet  this  effect,  I  mean  of  surprise,  is  ascribed 
to  our  decision  in  the  JEssex,  in  May,  1806.  Upon  the  further 
proof,  it  appeared  to  us  that  no  real  importation  into  Salem  had 
taken  place,  or  had  ever  been  in  the  contemplation  of  the  parties 
to  the  transaction ;  the  sentence  of  condemnation  was  therefore 
affirmed.  As  it  is  not  the  object  of  this  review  of  the  cases  to 
discuss  the  merits  of  the  particular  judgments,  but  only  to  examine 
whether  there  be  any  inconsistency  in  their  principles,  it  is  unneces- 
sary to  advert  to  any  other  point  in  the  last-mentioned  decision 
than  its  alleged  novelty  in  departing  from  the  supposed  principle 
of  holding  that  landing  and  payment  of  duties  in  America  did, 
absolutely  and  imder  all  circumstances,  legalise  the  subsequent 
voyage.  I  have  shown  that  there  was  not  one  decision  in  which 
any  such  principle  had  been  asserted  or  implied,  and  that  there 
were  at  least  two  decisions  which  stood  in  direct  contradiction  to  it, 
that  in  the  D'eeport  in  1803,  and  that  in  the  William  in  1804. 

R.  L  L 
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1806  But  supposing  that  we  had  uniformly  held  that  payment  of  the 

.^?rAj[i^  import  duties  furnished  conclusive  evidence  of  importation,  would 

Thb        there  have  heen  any  inconsistency  or  contradiction  in  holding  that 

*     the  mere  adt  of  giving  a  bond  for  an  amount  of  duties,  of  which 

SirW.  Grant,  ^^jy  ^  ^^^  insignificant  part  was  ever  to  be  paid,  could  not  have 
the  same  effect  as  the  actual  payment  of  such  amount?  The 
further  proof  in  the  Essex  first  brought  distinctly  before  us  the 
real  state  of  the  fact  in  this  particular.  It  has  been  already 
mentioned  that  we  had  called  for  an  account  of  the  drawbacks,  if 
any,  that  had  been  received.  This  produced  the  information  that 
although  the  duties  secured  amounted  to  5,278  dollars,  yet  a 
debenture  was  immediately  afterwards  given  ,  for  no  less  than 
5,080  dollars,  so  that  on  that  valuable  cargo  no  more  than 
198  dollars  would  be  ultimately  payable,  which  sum  is  said  to  be 
more  than  compensated  by  the  advantage  arising  from  the  negotia- 
bility of  the  debenture.  In  the  case  of  the  Eagky  immediately 
preceding,  it  had  been  sworn  by  the  owner  and  certified  by  the 
custom-house  that  the  duties  amounting  to  1,333  dollars,  not  an 
unsubstantial  sum  on  the  not  very  valuable  cargo  of  a  small  vessel 
of  110  tons,  had  been  actually  paid.  In  the  Po//y,  it  was  sworn 
generally  that  the  duties  were  paid ;  in  the  Mercury^  that  they  were 
paid  or  secured ;  in  the  William^  that  they  were  secured :  not  a 
word  was  said  about  drawbacks.  It  was  therefore  natural  for  us 
to  understand  American  claimants,  as  they  certainly  wished  we 
should  imderstand  them,  to  be  speaking  of  the  payment  of  such 
duties  as  were  chargeable  on  importation  into  America,  and  of  a 
security  that  would  make  the  whole  amoimt  secured  become 
payable  at  some  future  day.  If  we  had  ascribed  to  the  fact,  as  we 
believed  it  to  exist,  ever  so  decisive  an  effect,  I  again  ask  where 
would  be  the  inconsistency  in  denying  the  same  effect  to  a  fact  of 
a  totally  different  nature?  It  must  not  be  supposed  that  we 
pretend  to  judge  what  duties  it  may  be  proper  for  the  American 
Government  to  exact  or  to  remit,  neither  do  we  contend  that  an 
importation  cannot  be  genuine  because  a  high  duty  has  not  been 
paid.  All  we  say  is,  that  in  the  nature  of  the  thing,  the  payment 
of  a  slight  duty  does  not  tend  in  the  same  degree  to  establish  the 
bona  fides  of  an  importation  as  the  payment  of  a  heavy  duty  would 
have  done.    "We  never  held  that  either  would  necessarily  outweigh 
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all  the  evidenoe  which  oould  possibly  be  put  into  the  opposite  scale, 
but  that  the  one  has  less  weight  than  the  other  is  obvious  to  every 
man's  apprehension. 

On  the  whole,  I  trust  I  have  demonstrated  that  we  did  not  in 
the  case  of  the  JEssex^  and  that  we  do  not  in  the  case  now  before  us, 
depart  from  any  principle  which  we  have  ever  adopted.  The 
application  to  this  case  of  the  principles  on  which  we  really  have 
proceeded  has  been  already  shown.  The  consequence  is  that  the 
voyage  was  illegal,  and  that  the  sentence  of  condemnation  must  be 
affirmed. 


1806 
March  11. 

The 
William. 


SirW.  Grant. 


THE  LA  FLOEA.  [6  c.  Rob.  i.] 

Cargo — Voyage — Actual  Destination  of  Ship — Ultimate  Destinaiion  of  Cargo, 

By  an  Order  in  Council,  Spanish  wool  consigned  to  a  merdiant  of  the 
United  Kingdom  was  to  be  free  from  capture.  A  vessel  was  chartered 
for  Embden  to  cany  a  cargo  of  Spanish  wool  which  the  consignees 
intended  shotdd  be  ultimately  sent  to  the  United  Kingdom.  The  vessel 
and  cargo  were  captured :  Held,  that  as  the  immediate  destination  of  the 
cargo  must  alone  be  regarded,  the  cargo  in  question  was  not  exempted, 
under  the  Order  in  Council,  from  condemnation. 

This  was  a  case  arising  on  a  claim  for  a  cargo  of  Spanish  wool        igos 
given  by  Mr.  Lewis,  of  London,  under  the  instructions  of  4th  of  March  14,20. 
September,  1803  (a). 

The  ship's  papers  expressed  a  destination  to  Embden,  and  the 
master  and  other  witnesses  examined  in  preparatory  described  the 
voyage  to  have  been  to  Embden. 


(a)  **  Whereas  we  have  thought  it 
expedient  to  protect  from  capture 
and  condemnation  wool,  the  growth 
and  production  of  Spain,  laden  on 
board  ships  belonging  to  any  State 
in  amity  with  us,  and  coming  con- 
signed to  any  merchant  of  our  United 
Kingdom :  The  commanders  of  our 
ships  of  war  and  privateers  are  hereby 
required  and  enjoined  not  to  detain 
or  molest  any  vessels  belonging  to 
any  State  in  amity  with  us  on  account 
of  their  having  on  board  any  wool, 


the  growth  and  production  of  Spain, 
and  coming  consigned  to  any  mer- 
chant of  our  United  Kingdom.  And 
in  case  any  such  wool  so  laden  and 
consigned  shall  be  brought  for  adjudi- 
cation before  any  of  our  Courts  of 
Admiralty,  we  hereby  direct  that 
the  same  shall  be  forthwith  liberated 
upon  a  claim  being  given  for  it  by 
or  on  behalf  of  the  merchant  to  whom 
it  is  consigned,  notwithstanding  the 
existing  hostilities,  or  any  other 
hostilities  which  may  take  place." 

l2 
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1805 
March  14,20, 

Thb 
La  Floba. 


On  the  20th  March  this  case  came  on  again  upon  proof  of  the 
actual  consignment,  to  be  extracted  from  the  correspondence  of  the 
Spanish  shippers  (a). 


(o)  18th  December,  1804.  **We 
have  only  time  to  confirm  to  you  our 
last  of  the  13th  instant,  "whereof  a 
copy  accompanies  this,  and  to  inform 
you  that  in  consequence  of  the  de- 
claration of  war  between  the  two 
powers,  we  shall  be  under  the  neces- 
sity of  altering  the  destination  of 
Captains  £.  Haseman  and  Olfert 
01fert3  Klein,  who  will  be  docu- 
mented as  if  they  were  bound  to 
Embden,  to  the  consignment  and  for 
account  and  risk  of  Mr.  Louis  Sethe, 
but  their  real  destination  will  be  to 
your  place  to  your  consignment, 
which  you  will  communicate  to  the 
underwriters  of  our  wools." 

6th  January,  1805.  '' The  measures 
adopted  by  this  Government  in  con- 
sequence of  the  declaration  of  war 
with  your  island,  and  the  existing 
state  of  the  commerce  in  this  province 
which  has  plunged  the  merchants 
into  the  greatest  distress,  prevent  the 
transactions  of  business  with  that 
confidence  which  took  place  during 
other  wars,  and  which,  in  the  present 
case,  deprive  us  of  the  means  hitherto 
resorted  to  for  the  exportation  of 
wools.  The  Government,  which  has 
recently  prohibited  all  direct  and  in- 
direct commerce  with  your  kingdom, 
and  the  vigilance  of  the  royal  judge 
invested  with  the  execution  of  such 
order,  involves  us  in  the  greatest 
confusion  as  to  the  destination  of 
Captain  Olfert  Olferts  Klein,  of  the 
Prussian  vessel  Flora, 

**  We  chartered  this  vessel  under  a 
colourable  destination  for  Embden, 
but  actually  for  Southampton,  agree- 
able to  the  constant  practice,  the 
separate  obligations  which  the  cap- 


tains were  in  the  habit  of  contract- 
ing constituting  the  security  of  real 
destination,  but  which  it  was  not 
prudent  to  demand  under  the  present 
rigorous  circumstances,  and  which 
would  inevitably  expose  us  to  danger. 

"This  extreme  inconvenience  has 
induced  us  to  depart  from  the  system 
adopted  in  other  times,  being  obliged 
to  leave  to  the  courtesy  and  will  of 
the  captain  the  performance  of  the 
original  simulated  affreightment,  or 
the  performance  of  the  one  appearing 
by  the  ship's  papers. 

''Lnpressed  with  apprehension  of 
such  consequence,  we  told  Captain 
Klein  we  were  unable  to  furnish  him 
with  any  other  instructions,  in  the 
consequence    of    existing    circum- 
stances, than  those  of  proceeding  to 
his  actual  destination  of  Embden, 
but  that  he  knew  his  primitive  obliga- 
tion, and  that  in  the  event  of  his 
putting  into  any  of  the  ports  of  your 
island  he  should  advise  you.    Our 
language  on  taking  leave  of  Captain 
Klein,   and  he  himself  feeling  the 
rigour  with  which  he  was  treated, 
impressed  upon  the  said  captain  the 
motives  which  compelled  us  to  ex- 
plain ourselves  in  that  tone,  without 
leaving  him  ignorant  that  our  inten- 
tions were  that  he  should  put  in  at 
one  of  your  ports.    We  know  not 
whether  this  captain  will  perform  his 
engagement  or  not  as    a   man   of 
honour,  although  it  is  to  be  appre- 
hended that  he  will  proceed  direct  to 
Embden,  seeing  himself  without  any 
signed  obligation  to  the  contrary; 
and  should  the  same  happen,  we  have 
this  day  written  to  Mr.  Louis  Sethe 
in  order  that  he  may  immediately, 
on  the  receipt  of  the  two  hundred 
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For  the  olaimant,  Laurence.  1805 

March  U,  20. 

For  the  captor,  the  King* a  Advocate  and  Rohinaon,  Thb 

La  Floba. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — The  Order  of  Council  directs  the  restitution  of 
Spanish  wool  "  consigned  to  this  country."  But  the  fact  now 
turns  out  to  be  that  this  cargo  was  consigned  to  Embdeh,  not  only 
ostensibly,  but  according  to  the  private  understanding  of  the 
shippers,  who  say  "  that  they  had  given  instructions  to  persons 
there  to  receive  the  cargo  if  it  should  actually  arrive  at  Embden." 
The  master  abo  says  absolutely  "  that  he  should  have  gone  to 
Embden  " ;  and  unless  I  could  hold  to  the  extent  contended  in 
argument  that  a  circuitous  ulterior  destination  to  this  country, 
either  in  the  same  ship  or  in  other  ships,  is  to  be  considered  in  law 
as  one  identical  consignment,  I  fear  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  bring 
the  case  within  the  provisions  of  the  Order  of  Council.  How  far  it 
may  be  proper  to  allow  further  relaxation,  or  what  considerations 
may  interfere  with  such  an  extension  of  the  indulgence,  is  a  ques- 
tion of  policy  which  it  may  not  be  very  easy  to  decide  immediately, 
and  which  it  would  not  become  this  Court  to  decide,  or  even  enter- 
tain in  the  first  instance.  One  consequence  of  such  an  extension 
may  be  easily  foreseen,  that  if  such  a  circuitous  voyage  was  to  be 
allowed,  Spanish  wools  might  with  great  security  find  their  way 
into  France  and  Holland  for  the  supply  of  the  manufactures  of 
those  coimtries.  I  cannot  but  think,  therefore,  that  Government 
would  pause  in  sanctioning  such  an  interpretation  till  it  had 
maturely  weighed  all  the  consequences  that  might  be  expected  to 
result  from  it.  It  is  my  duty,  however,  to  consider  only  whether 
the  words  of  the  Order  can  be  supposed  to  embrace  such  a  case, 
and  my  opinion  is  that  they  cannot.  There  is,  I  think,  some  force 
in  the  argument  which  has  been  drawn  from  the  ordinary  bearing 
of  the  navigation  laws.  An  act  of  relaxation  has,  I  know,  passed 
for  the  importation  of  certain  articles  of  Spanish  produce  from 
other  ports,  but  whether  wool  is  so  admitted  I  cannot  immediately 
take  upon  myself  to  determine.    Looking  to  the  whole  drcum- 

and  thirty-six  bags  on  board  the  his  neutrality,  availing  hiniBelf  of  the 
vessel  under  the  command  of  Captain  first  vessel  he  may  wiflh  to  carry 
Klein,  forward  them  to  you  imder     them.'^ 
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1805  stances  of  this  case,  I  am  induced  to  consider  it  as  one  which  has 

March  14, 20.  j^^^  y^^  jj^^^  ^^^  attention  of  Government,  and  which  does  not 

Thb  come  under  the  Order  of  Council.     Under  that  view  I  feel  myself 
*  bound  to  reject  this  daim. 

Sir  W.  Soott. 


[6C.Rob.24.]  THE  MARIANNA. 

Enemy  Ship — Transfer — Lien  of  Neutral. 

When  a  ship  has  been  legally  transferred  to  a  purchaser,  the  Prize 
Court  will  disregard  liens  arising  out  of  the  purchase,  and  will  con- 
demn the  ship  if  it  is  primd  facie  the  property  of  an  enemy,  and  also 
enemy  cargo  even  if  bound  by  a  lien  as  between  the  shipowner  and  the 
vendor  of  the  ship. 

igQ5  Sir  W.  Scott. — This  ship  appears  to  have  been  originally  an 

April  zo.  American  vessel,  sold  to  a  Spanish  merchant  at  Buenos  Ayres, 
and  seized  on  a  voyage  to  this  country,  documented  as  belonging 
to  a  Spanish  merchant  and  sailing  imder  the  flcig  and  pass  of  Spain. 
A  claim  is  given  on  behalf  of  the  former  American  proprietor  in 
virtue  of  a  lien  which  he  is  said  to  have  retained  on  the  property 
for  the  paynient  of  the  purchase  money;  but  such  an  interest 
cannot,  I  conceive,  be  deemed  sufficient  to  support  a  dsdm  of 
property  in  a  Court  of  Prize.  Captors  are  supposed  to  lay  their 
hands  on  the  gross  tangible  property,  on  which  there  may  be  many 
just  claims  outstanding  between  other  parties  which  can  have  no 
operation  as  to  them.  If  such  a  rule  did  not  exist  it  would  be 
quite  impossible  for  captors  to  know  upon  what  grounds  they  were 
proceeding  to  make  any  seizure.  The  fairest  and  most  credible 
documents,  declaring  the  property  to  belong  to  the  enemy,  would 
only  serve  to  mislead  them  if  such  documents  were  liable  to  be 
overruled  by  liens  which  could  not  in  any  manner  come  to  their 
knowledge.  It  would  be  equally  impossible  for  the  Court  which 
has  to  decide  upon  the  question  of  property  to  admit  such  con- 
siderations. The  doctrine  of  liens  depends  very  much  on  the 
particular  rules  of  jurisprudence  which  prevail  in  different 
countries.  To  decide  judiciedly  on  such  daims  would  require  of 
the  Court  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  law  of  covenant,  and  the 
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Sip  W.  Scott. 


application  of  that  law  in  aU  countries,  under  all  the  diversities  in        1806 

which  that  law  exists.     From  necessity,  therefore,  the  Court  would  i 1_ 

be  obliged  to  shut  the  door  against  such  disoussionSj  and  to  decide  ^^^^^^^ 
on  the  simple  title  of  property  with  scarcely  any  exceptions. 
Then  what  is  the  proprietor's  character  of  the  shipp  She  is 
described  as  the  property  of  the  Spanish  merchant,  Mr.  Romero. 
She  is  sailing  under  the  Spanish  flag  and  is  fully  invested  with  the 
Spanish  character,  not  ostensibly  only,  but  actually,  and  in  the 
real  intention  and  imderstanding  of  the  parties.  She  had  been 
sold  to  Mr.  Romero,  but  it  is  said  that  a  part  of  the  purchase 
money  had  not  been  paid.  That  objection  can  have  little  weight, 
since  it  is  a  matter  solely  for  the  consideration  of  the  person  who 
seUs  to  judge  what  mode  of  payment  he  will  accept.  He  may 
consent  to  take  a  bill  of  exchange,  or  he  may  rely  on  the  promissory 
note  of  the  purchaser,  which  may  not  come  in  payment  for  a 
considerable  time,  or  may  never  be  paid.  The  Court  will  not  look 
to  such  contingencies.  It  will  be  sufficient  that  a  legal  transfer 
has  been  made,  and  that  the  mode  of  payment,  whatever  it  is, 
has  been  accepted.  Upon  this  view  of  the  principle  upon  which 
the  Prize  Court  has  always  acted,  the  ship  must  be  considered  to 
have  been  legally  transferred,  and  must  be  pronounced  subject  to 
condemnation,  as  Spanish  property,  which  will  dispose  of  that  part 
of  the  claim  which  prays  for  an  indemnification  to  be  allowed  out 
of  the  freight.  Then  as  to  the  title  of  property  in  the  goods, 
which  are  said  to  have  been  going,  as  the  funds  out  of  which  the 
payment  for  the  ship  was  to  have  been  made.  That  they  were 
going  for  the  payment  of  a  debt  will  not  alter  the  property — ^there 
must  be  something  more.  Even  if  bills  of  lading  are  delivered, 
that  circumstance  will  not  be  sufficient,  imless  accompanied  with 
an  understanding  that  he  who  holds  the  bill  of  lading  is  to  bear 
the  risk  of  the  goods  as  to  the  voyage  and  as  to  the  market  to 
which  they  are  consigned ;  otherwise,  though  the  security  may 
avail  pro  tanto^  it  cannot  be  held  to  work  any  change  in  the  pro- 
perty. It  is  said  that  the  shipper  had  covenanted  to  pay  20,000 
dollars  in  London,  and  that  to  supply  the  necessary  funds  he 
covenanted  to  ship,  and  did  actually  ship,  these  goods,  consigned  to 
the  correspondent  of  the  American  merchant  in  London.  That 
might  be  mere  matter  of  arrangement  as  to  the  convenience  of  the 
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1805         parties,  but  it  can  found  no  title  to  property,  unless  it  was  done 
^^  ^^'      with  a  full  transfer  of  the  account  and  risk  at  the  same  time.  Who 
Thb        was  the  shipper  ? — ^not  the  American,  but  the  Spanish  merchant.  He 
consigns  the  goods  to  the  care  of  the  house  in  London,  and  if  they 
Sir  W.  Scott,   jja^^j  heen  lost,  the  loss  would  have  fallen  upon  him.     The  person 
in  America  could  exercise  no  dominion  over  them — ^he  could  not 
direct  the  consignment  to  be  made  to  the  house  in  London.     That 
the  transaction  was  so  conducted  was  mere  matter  of  convenience 
and  accommodation,  but  can  make  no  difference  as  to  the  principle 
on  which  the  question  of  property  is  to  be  considered.     It  is  said 
also  that  the  shipper  had  agreed  to  send  the  bills  of  lading  to  the 
person  in  America,  that  he  might  forward  them  to  his  corre- 
spondents in  London,  to  enable  them  to  receive  the  proceeds ;  and 
it  is  intimated  that  the  goods  were  insured  by  the  correspondents 
of  the  person  in  America,  but  it  does  not  appear  how,  or  in  what 
character;    it  could  not  be  as  American  property,  I  conceive, 
because  it  is  quite  clear  that  the  risk  of  the  market  was  to  fall  on 
the  Spanish  shipper.     The  merchant  in  London  was  to  pay  what- 
ever might  exceed  the  demand  of  the  person  in  America  to  Mr. 
Romero,  and  not  to  the  claimant  in  America — no  title  of  property 
is  conveyed  to  the  American  merchant  but  a  mere  interest  in  the 
goods  in  question,  under  the  form  in  which  the  transaction  then 
stood.     Suppose  that  the  shipper  had  thought  proper  to  have  paid 
for  the  vessel  in  any  other  manner,  it  was  clearly  in  his  power  to 
have  made  such  a  provision;  and  it  could  not  then  have  been 
maintained  that  the  person  in  America  would  have  retained  any 
interest,  much  less  any  title  of  property  in  the  goods.     Upon  this 
view  of  the  claims,  which  have  been  given  in  the  alternative,  as  to 
the  amount  of  the  purchase  money  of  the  ship,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  the  title  of  property  in  the  ship  had  been  effectually  trans- 
ferred, and  that  no  title  of  property  in  the  parcel  of  tallow  had 
been  acquired. 


THE  NEUTRALITET. 


621 


THE  NEUTEALITET  (No.  2).  60.Rob.3o. 

Blockade — Proocimity  io  Port  of  Neutral  Ship — Presumption — Breach. 

If  a  neutral  vessel  approaches  a  blockaded  port  so  as  to  be  in  a  posi- 
tion from  which  she  can  enter  (per  Sir  W.  Scott),  there  is  a  legal 
presumption  that  such  vessel  intends  to  break  the  blockade. 

This  was  one  of  several  ships  with  cargoes  of  wine  and  brandy,  I805 
ostensibly  described  in  the  ship's  papers  to  be  bound  from  Bordeaux  ^^^y^- 
to  Embden,  but  taken  amongst  the  Flemish  banks,  imder  a  suspicion 
that  they  were  endeavouring  to  get  into  Ostend.  As  it  was  a 
question  turning  upon  points  of  nautical  judgment  and  experience, 
the  Court  was,  at  the  request  of  the  captors,  attended  by  two 
gentlemen  of  the  Trinity  House. 

[The  case  is  of  importance  from  the  obiter  dictum  of  Sir  W. 
Scott  as  to  the  liability  of  a  neutral  vessel  which  approaches  a 
blockaded  port.] 

On  the  part  of  the  captors,  the  King* a  Advoaite  and  Arnold, 
On  the  part  of  the  claimant,  Laurence. 

In  reply,  the  K%ng*8  Advocate  said  that  the  ship  had  anchored  in 
a  situation,  where,  at  daylight,  she  would  have  been  imder  the 
protection  of  the  batteries. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — This  is  the  case  of  a  ship  taken  on  a  professed 
destination  to  Embden;  but  the  fact  is  that  she  was  seized  in 
Ostend  roads.  Every  witness  uses  the  same  expression,  "  Ostend 
roads,"  and  I  understand  the  situation  of  the  vessel  to  have  been  at 
no  great  distance  from  that  port.  The  term  roads,  undoubtedly, 
is  not  a  word  of  very  definite  moaning :  there  may  be  roads  which 
have  no  immediate  connection  with  any  particular  port,  as  the 
Downs;  other  roads  are  so  connected  with  particular  ports  as 
almost  to  form  part  of  them ;  and  these  two  descriptions  of  roads 
may  be  subject  to  very  different  considerations.  If  a  ship  comes 
into  the  Downs,  which  is  the  common  passage  and  highway  to  the 
German  Ocean,  and  to  different  parts  of  Europe,  it  woidd  not  be 
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1805  at  all  just  to  infer  from  the  mere  coming  there  that  she  is  neoes- 
^^  ^'  sarily  coming  to  a  British  port.  But  if  the  roads  are  of  the  other 
Thb  species,  there  is  then  reason  to  conclude  that  a  ship  comes  thOTe 
with  a  view  to  some  communication  with  that  particular  port. 

Prom  the  description  given  of  the  roads  of  Ostend,  they  are,  I 
think,  to  be  taken  as  being  of  the  latter  species.  The  ship  was 
lying  within  a  sand,  and  within  the  protection  of  the  batteries,  and 
in  a  place,  as  I  conceive,  where  ships  of  large  burden  are  usually 
imlivered  by  lighters,  as  the  more  commodious  method  of  deliver- 
ing their  cargoes  at  Ostend.  If  I  am  correct  in  that  view,  a  ship 
going  there  must  be  considered  as  in  the  port  of  Ostend,  since,  for 
the  purpose  of  enforcing  a  blockade,  it  is  not  necessary  to  restrict 
the  meaning  of  the  word  port  to  the  limits  of  the  particular  local 
port  regulations,  which  may  not  extend  beyond  the  pier-head.  A 
belligerent  is  not  bound  to  that  restricted  sense  of  the  word.  If 
the  situation  of  the  vessel  is  within  the  protection  of  the  batteries, 
and  in  a  place  which  vessels  usually  frequent  for  the  purpose  of 
unlivery,  and  from  which  importation  into  Ostend  can  safely  be 
effected,  and  it  is  not  imusually  effected,  it  would  not  unreasonably 
be  held  to  be  a  part  of  that  port.  But  I  will  take  the  case  as  if 
the  vessel  was  not  in  the  port,  but  only  near  to  it.  It  comes  then 
to  be  considered  how  far  a  neutral  ship  has  a  right  to  anchor  in 
such  a  spot,  where  she  may  have  an  opportunity  of  slipping  into 
the  blockaded  port  without  molestation.  It  will  not  be  necessary 
in  the  present  case  to  lay  down  a  general  principle  on  this  point, 
but  I  am  disposed  to  agree  to  a  position  advanced  in  argument, 
that  a  belligerent  is  not  called  upon  to  admit  that  neutral  ships 
can  innocently  place  themselves  in  a  situation  where  they  may 
with  impunity  break  the  blockade  whenever  they  please.  If  the 
belligerent  country  has  a  right  to  impose  a  blockade,  it  must  be 
justified  in  the  necessary  means  of  enforcing  that  right ;  and  if  a 
vessel  could,  under  the  pretence  of  going  farther,  approach,  cy  prh^ 
close  up  to  the  blockaded  port  so  as  to  be  enabled  to  slip  in  without 
obstruction,  it  would  be  impossible  that  any  blockade  ooidd  be 
maintained.  It  would,  I  think,  be  no  unfair  rule  of  evidence  to 
hold,  as  a  presumption  de  jure,  that  she  goes  there  with  an  inten- 
tion of  breaking  the  blockade;  and  if  such  an  inference  may 
possibly  operate  with  severity  in  particular  cases,  where  the  parties 
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are  innooent  in  their  intentions,  it  is  a  severity  necessarily  con-        1805 
nected  with  the  rules  of  evidence  and  essential  to  the  effectual      ^^y^- 
exercise  of  this  right  of  war.  Thb 

I  do  not,  however,  lay  down  the  general  rule  on  the  present        

occasion,  as  I  think  it  is  not  rendered  necessary  by  the  circum-  °^^^'  °^**- 
stances  of  the  case.  I  will  take  it  on  the  point  contended  for,  that 
notwithstanding  the  suspicions  arising  from  the  nature  of  the 
situation,  it  might  still  be  open  to  the  parties  to  show  the  innocence 
of  their  intentions  by  clear  and  satisfactory  evidence,  and  to 
exonerate  themselves  from  the  penalty  of  the  law.  We  will 
suppose  the  question  to  be  only  as  to  the  innocence  of  intention. 
To  determine  that,  I  must  consider  the  motives  assigned  for  the 
course  which  has  been  pursued.  The  voyage  was  originally  to 
Embden ;  what  produced  the  deviation  P  The  master  in  his  depo- 
sition states  "  that  the  ship's  course  was  directed  towards  Embden 
till  the  6th  of  Pebrucuy,  when  she  spoke  a  small  vessel,  which 
informed  them  that  the  Eems  was  full  of  ice,  which  induced  him 
to  go  to  Ostend  to  get  a  pilot,  as  it  was  necessary  on  account  of 
the  water  made  by  the  ship  that  she  should  be  taken  into  a  place 
of  safety."  This  necessity  seems  afterwards  to  be  a  little  dis- 
claimed, since  in  his  affidavit  he  says  ^^  that  he  should  have  gone 
on  to  Embden  but  for  the  information  received  as  to  the  state  of 
the  Eems  " ;  and  another  witness,  I  observe,  states  "  that  they 
went  to  get  a  pilot  for  Flushing.'* 

Now  the  first  question  which  I  wish  to  propose  to  these  gentle- 
men is,  whether  this  was  natural  conduct  to  be  pursued  by  a 
person  in  such  a  situation  P  I  confess  it  appears  to  me,  from  the 
little  judgment  which  I  can  exercise  on  such  subjects,  that  it  was 
not.  It  might,  I  conceive,  rather  have  been  expected  that  the 
master  would  have  gone  on  to  some  other  ports,  as  to  the  Texel, 
where  he  might  have  waited  till  the  Eems  was  open.  It  appears 
to  me  to  be  perfectly  unnatural  that  he  should  have  made  choice  of 
such  a  port  as  Flushing,  which  is  of  intricate  navigation  and  not 
so  accessible  as  the  Texel,  to  which  he  might  have  gone  through 
an  open  sea.  The  second  question  which  I  have  to  propose,  not  as 
a  question  of  nice  nautical  skill,  but  as  a  point  to  be  decided  by  the 
natural  conduct  of  maritime  men  of  ordinary  prudence,  is,  whether 
it  was  a  prudent  and  natural  course  that  the  master  should  have 
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1805  resorted  to  such  a  port  as  Ostend  for  the  mere  purpose  of  obtaining 
^^y^'  a  pilot  for  Flushing  P  And  I  must  request  you,  gentlemen,  to 
Thb  consider  it  with  reference  to  everything  which  you  may  have  read 
or  heard  in  evidence,  as  arising  from  the  state  of  the  winds  and 
the  weather,  and  from  other  circumstances,  with  the  effect  of 
which  I  may  be  little  acquainted,  that  might  render  it  a  measure 
to  which  a  man  of  ordinary  habits  of  prudence  would  be  likely  to 
resort. 

The  Trinity  Masters  reported  it  to  be  their  opinion  that  a  master 
ought  not  to  have  gone  to  Ostend  for  the  purpose  of  taking  a  pilot 
to  Flushing ;  that  if  there  had  been  a  leak,  as  was  represented,  he 
should  not  have  stood  in  within  the  banks  for  a  pilot. 

The  Court  proceeded :  That  being  the  case,  I  am  warranted  to 
pronounce  the  excuse  alleged  not  to  be  justifiable.  It  will  be 
imnecessary  for  me  to  consider  the  other  question,  as  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  ship  had  been  brought  into  this  situation,  not 
with  any  honest  intention,  but  for  the  purpose  of  importing  her 
cargo  into  Ostend. 

Ship  and  cargo  condemned. 


[6C.Eob.64.]  THE  HAABET  (No.  2). 

Practice — Affidavit  of  Captor — Admissibility — Contradidiofi  of  Depositions  of 
Crew  of  Captured  Ship. 

The  Court,  when  on  the  depositions  of  the  crew  of  a  captured  ship  no 
doubt  arises,  will  not  permit  such  depositions  to  be  contradicted  by 
affidavits  of  the  captors. 

1805  This  was  the  case  of  a  Danish  vessel  laden  with  spars  and  fir 

"^  ^^'  timber,  taken  near  Dunkirk  on  a  voyage  from  Frederickstadt  to 
L'Orient,  and  proceeded  against  for  a  breach  of  the  blockade  of 
that  port.  The  master  had  stated  in  his  depositions  ^'that  he  was 
twelve  English  nules  from  Dunkirk  when  he  first  made  land ;  that 
he  had  shaped  his  course  for  the  Channel,  and  was  steering  for 
L'Orient  at  the  time  of  capture." 
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On  this  evidence,  Laurence  contended,  on  the  part  of  the  claimant,         1805 
that  it  was  a  case  of  immediate  restitution,  and  that  there  was 


nothing  on  the  face  of  the  transaction  that  could  in  any  manner  ^^*  Haabbt. 
justify  a  demand  for  captors'  expenses,  which  had  been  intimated 
on  the  other  side. 

On  the  part  of  the  captors,  the  King^a  Advocate  in  reply  pressed 
strongly  upon  the  Court  the  hardships  to  which  persons  employed 
on  the  blockading  service  would  feel  themselves  exposed,  if  the 
vessel  was  to  be  released  immediately  upon  the  representation  of 
the  neutral  master,  without  affording  the  captors  an  opportunity  of 
giving  their  statement  of  what  passed  at  the  time  of  capture,  so 
far,  at  least,  as  to  justify  the  seizure  and  to  entitle  them  to  their 
expenses. 

Sir  W.  Soott. — ^This  vessel  was  going  from  Erederiokstadt,  as 
it  is  asserted,  to  Port  L'Orient  with  a  cargo  of  timber.  The  first 
source  of  information  to  which  the  Court  usually  resorts  is  the 
evidence  of  the  persons  on  board  the  captured  ship.  Among  the 
interrogatories  that  are  addressed  to  them  are  some  from  which 
the  captors  might  be  supposed  to  be  equally  qualified  to  supply 
information.  The  number  of  the  crew,  the  place  of  capture,  and 
many  other  circxmistances  which  are  included  in  the  number  of 
standing  interrogatories  are  as  much  in  the  cognizance  of  the 
captors  as  of  the  other  parties.  The  general  rule  of  law,  notwith- 
standing, is  that  on  all  points  the  evidence  of  the  claimants  alone 
shall  be  received  in  the  first  instance,  and,  if  no  doubt  arises  upon 
that  view  of  the  case,  the  Court  is  bound  by  the  general  law,  as 
weU  as  by  the  Act  of  the  British  Legislature,  to  take  those  points 
as  fully  demonstrated.  It  is  a  possible  thing,  indeed,  that  wit« 
nesses  may  be  forsworn,  and  that  much  injustice  may  be  done,  as 
in  all  references  to  human  testimony  dangers  of  that  kind  may  be 
to  be  encountered.  Courts  of  justice  must  nevertheless  proceed  on 
general  principles,  though  they  will  receive  the  evidence  with 
caution,  and  weigh  it  6igainst  any  test  of  credibility  that  can  be 
collected  from  the  nature  and  complexion  of  the  whole  case  taken 
together.     The  rule  by  which  this  Court  has  always  been  guided 
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1805         is,  I  believe,  conformable  to  the  general  practice  of  all  the  nations  of 
*^""^  ^^'      Europe,  which  directs  the  evidence  to  be  taken  from  the  persons 


ThsHaxbbt.   on  board  the  captured  ship The  rule  being,  then,  to  take 

Sir  W.  Scott.   ^^^  original  evidence  of  the  claimants  as  conclusive  if  not  impeached, 
I  feel  myself  bound  to  pronounce  that  the  depositions  in  this  par- 
ticular case  are  as  void  of  suspicion  as  any  which  the  Court  is  in 
the  habit  of  perusing Under  this  defect  of   all  circum- 
stances of  suspicion  in  the  original  evidence,  the  Court  is  called 
upon  to  admit  the  affidavits  of  the  captors— first,  for  the  purpose  of 
working  condenmation,  or,  if  that  fails,  to  save  the  captors  from 
the  payment  of  any  expenses  which  they  may  have  incurred.     If  I 
should  accede  to  this  demand,  the  consequence  would  be  that  I 
must  do  it  upon  a  uniform  principle  of  admitting  affidavits  imiver- 
sally  and  in  all  ccwes,  though  there  should  be  nothing  to  excite 
suspicion  in  the  original  evidence,  and  though  the  language  of  all 
the  witnesses  is  as  precise  as  possible.     I  can  come  to  no  such  con- 
clusion.    It  would,  I  think,  be  productive  of  great  mischief  on  all 
sides.    It  might  throw  into  the  way  of  captors  a  temptation  to 
exceed  the  line  of  their  duty,  and  the  exact  bounds  of  justice  and 
of  truth  ;  and  it  could  not  fail  to  impose  upon  the  Court  a  most 
impleasant  difficulty  in  the  exercise  of  its  judicial  functions.    For 
how  could  the  Court  decide  P    Counter  affidavits  must  be  intro- 
duced, which  would  necessarily  be  contradictory.     Which  should 
the  Court  believe  P   Can  it  be  maintained  that  the  preference  shoidd 
be  given  to  the  captors ;  and  that  in  opposition  to  the  general  rule 
of  law  which  has  given  the  preference  the  other  way,  and  which 
directs  that  the  property  of  the  neutral  claimant  shall  not  be  con- 
demned except  on  evidence  coming  out  of   his  own  mouth,  or 
arising  out  of  the  clear  circumstances  of  the  transaction  P    If  this 
rule  is  imsatisfactory  to  captors,  it  is  nevertheless  the  rule  which 
the  law  prescribes.     It  is  my  duty  to  take  care  that  the  rules  of 
law  are  observed,  and  that  the  rights  of  war  are  not  exceeded ;  and 
certainly  in  no  cases  more  than  in  this  particular  branch  of  the 
law  of  nations,  which  must  in  its  nature  operate  with  severe 
restraint  upon  neutral  commerce ;  and  if,  in  discharging  this  duty, 
dissatisfactions  are  created,  as  has  been  intimated,  I  must  endeavour 
to  supply  fortitude,  to  treat  with  proper  disregard  the  unfavourable 
but  unjust  opinions  that  any  persons  may  be  disposed  to  entertain. 
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Looking  to  the  depositions,  I  am 
of  the  captors  cannot  be  admitted 

(a)  The  GlierUigheit,  25th  of  July, 
1805.  The  Court  had  occasion  to 
observe  again  upon  the  incon* 
yenience  of  admitting  affidavits  to 
be  introduced  (a). 

Sir  W.  Scott. — The  imputation  of 
breaking  the  blockade  has  already 
been  pronounced,  under  the  assistance 
of  gentlemen  of  the  Trinity  House, 
not  to  be  supported  on  a  general  view 
of  the  evidence  and  the  situation  of 
the  vessel.  The  ship  would  there- 
fore have  been  restored  on  the  former 
hearing  but  for  an  averment  on  the 
part  of  the  captors  that  a  flag  was 
flying  for  a  pilot  to  carry  her  into 
Ostend,  and  that  the  master  admitted 
in  conversation  that  he  was  going  to 
Ostend.  Certainly  if  the  captor's 
evidence  could  be  taken  alone  it  would 
be  sufficient  to  substantiate  this  aver- 
ment; but  the  Court  is  under  the 
necessity  of  not  taking  their  repre- 
sentation alone ;  and  if  that  is  posi- 
tively contradicted,  the  Court  finds 
itself  under  a  dilemma  to  which  it 
must  always  expect  to  be  reduced  by 
admitting  such  affidavits.  When  the 
facts  are  positively  denied,  and  that 
denial  cannot  be  invalidated  by  any 
adequate  means  of  estimating  the 
credit  of  the  witnesses,  there  is  no 
other  way  of  proceeding  but  by  lay- 
ing out  of  the  case  all  this  extraneous 
matter,  and  by  recurring  to  the 
original  evidence.  The  Court  cannot 
attach  itself  to  personal  considera- 
tions, and  say,  this  is  the  affidavit  of 


obliged  to  hold  that  the  affidavits        1805 

/^\  June  20. 
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such  a  gentleman,  and  that  of  an  ^.  sr~Z   ^, 
,.        °  '  J.  n    '■,  Sir  W.Scott, 

ordinary  person ;  it  cannot  decide  on 

grounds  so  vague  and  unjudicial  as 
those  of  mere  rank  and  situation  in 
life ;  those  are  grounds  to  which  it  is 
impossible  for  me,  sitting  here,  to 
advert  in  any  manner  that  can  pro- 
duce a  conclusion.  The  imputation 
of  direct  interest  is  equal  or  perhaps 
stronger  on  the  captor  than  on  the 
witnesses  from  the  captured  ship. 
The  master  positively  swears  that  he 
had  not  a  flag  flying ;  he  admits  that 
a  flag  had  been  flying  at  a  particular 
time,  and  for  another  purpose,  but 
not  agreeing  with  the  representation 
of  the  captors ;  and  the  two  accounts 
can  only  be  reconciled  by  supposing 
that  there  must  have  been  some  mis- 
take as  to  the  time.  As  to  the  de- 
claration which  is  said  to  have  been 
made  of  an  intention  of  going  to 
Ostend,  the  master  denies  it  alto- 
gether. This  is  the  state  of  the 
dilemma  to  which  the  Court  is  re- 
duced, and  it  will,  I  hope,  put  it 
upon  its  guard  against  the  admission 
of  such  affidavits  in  future  cases. 
On  a  view  of  the  whole  evidence,  I 
cannot  say  that  the  averment  of  the 
captors  is  established.  I  say  no  more, 
but  that  it  is  not  established.  That 
being  laid  out  of  the  question,  the 
case  reverts  to  its  former  state,  in 
which  it  would  have  been  pronounced 
a  case  of  restitution ;  I  shall  there- 
fore now  decree  this  ship  and  cargo 
to  be  restored. 


{a)  See  the  Aline  and  Fanny,  Vol.  11.  p.  537. 
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Blockade — Purchase  of  Ship  in  Blockaded  Port — Termination  of  Voyage  (a). 

The  purcliase  of  a  sliip  in  a  blockaded  port  is  illegal,  and  after  a  ebip 
has  broken  a  blockade,  entry  into  a  port  in  distress  will  not  be  a  termina- 
tion of  a  voyage  so  as  to  take  away  her  liability  to  condemnation. 

1805  This  was  the  case  of  a  ship  which  had  been  purchased  in  a 

*^"^^  ^'       blockaded  port,  and  had  sailed  on  a  voyage  from  the  S^ine  to  New 

Orleans,  and  had  been  driven  by  stress  of  weather  into  a  port  of 

this  kingdom,  where  she  was  seized.    A  claim  was  given  for  the 

vessel  as  the  property  of  the  purchaser,  a  merchant  of  America. 

In  support  of  the  claim,  Laurence. 

On  the  pjurt  of  the  captor,  the  King* a  Advocate. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — This  is  a  vessel  which  has  been  purchased  in  a 
blockaded  port;  and  therefore,  imless  any  just  grounds  of  distinc- 
tion can  be  pointed  out,  it  will  come  under  the  general  rule  which 
has  been  abeady  applied  to  cases  of  that  description.  It  is  first 
said,  that  the  vessel  had  been  purchased  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
cargo  of  another  vessel,  but  that  circumstance  cannot  avail  on  a 
question  of  blockade.  If  the  ship  has  been  purchased  in  a  blockaded 
port,  that  alone  is  the  illegal  act,  and  it  is  perfectly  immaterial  out 
of  what  funds  the  purchase  was  effected.  Another  distinction  is,  that 
the  vessel  had  terminated  her  voyage,  and  therefore  that  the 
penalty  would  no  longer  attach.  It  is  true  that  she  had  been 
driven  into  a  port  of  this  country  by  stress  of  weather ;  but  that 
is  not  described  by  the  master  as  forming  any  part  of  the  original 
destination,  which  is  represented  to  have  been  to  New  Orleans.  It 
is  impossible  to  consider  this  action  as  any  discontinuance  of  the 
voyage  or  as  a  defeasance  of  the  penalty  which  has  been  incurred. 

Condemned. 

(a)  See  the  Welvaart  Van  PiUaw,  ante,  p.  207. 
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THE  CLIO.  [6C.Rob.67.1 

Licence — Leave  to  Obtain  Veesel  from  Bankrupt  Estate  in  Enemy  Country^ 
Bond  to  Restore^ 

A  licence  to  purchase  a  vessel  out  of  the  hands  of  an  enemy  merchant 
with  a  view  of  recovering  a  bad  debt  is  not  vitiated  by  a  bond  to  restore 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  if  the  transaction  is  hond  fide  and  in 
accordance  with  the  intention  of  thd  licence  (a). 


This  was  the  case  of  a  ship  taken  on  a  voyage  from  Antwerp  to 
London,  and  claimed  by  the  house  of  Eucker,  Lushington  &  Co. 
as  property  which  had  been  accepted  by  Mr.  Osy,  their  agent  at 
Antwerp,  for  their  account,  in  satisfaction  of  a  debt  due  to  them 
from  the  bankrupt  estate  of  a  merchant  of  that  place,  under  a 
licence  obtained  by  them  for  that  purpose  in  February,  1805. 

In  objection  to  the  claim,  the  Kifig^s  Advocate  relied  on  the 
Sechs  Oeachtcktern{b). 

In  support  of  the  claim,  Laurence. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — This  case  comes  before  the  Court  upon  the  con- 
struction of  his  Majesty's  licence,  granted  to  the  house  of  Rucker 
&  Lushington,  to  accept  the  assignment  of  the  British  ship,  the 
Clio^  which  was  to  be  made  over  to  them  as  a  satisfaction  for  a 
debt  due  to  them  before  the  war  from  a  merchant  at  Antwerp ; 
and  as  far  as  the  parties  themselves  were  concerned,  the  transaction 
appears  to  have  passed  in  perfect  conformity  to  the  application. 
They  employed  Mr.  Osy,  of  Antwerp,  as  their  agent,  and  he  acts 
for  them  throughout  in  recovering  this  property  out  of  the  wreck 
of  a  bankrupt  estate.  It  appears,  however,  that  he  gave  a  bond  to 
the  French  Government  for  the  restitution  of  the  ship  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  war,  and  it  is  objected  that  this  circumstance  ought 
to  have  been  disclosed  to  Government  at  the  time  of  obtaining  the 
licence.  If  known,  certainly  it  ought.  The  exact  state  of  the 
transaction  ought  to  be  fairly  represented ;  but  here  is  enough,  I 
think,  to  exonerate  the  claimant  from  any  charge  of  suppression, 
since  the  licence  was  obtained  in  February,  and  the  first  mention 

(a)  Of.  The  Seche  Geschwistem ,  ante,  p.  363.  (6)  Ante,  p.  363. 

K.  MM 


1805 
July  23. 
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1805         that  oocurs  of  the  bond  was  not  till  the  May  following,  which  is 
^**^^  ^^'      sufficient  to  remove  from  them  all  suspicion  of  ill-faith  in  conceal- 
Thb  Clio,     ing  this  circumstance. 
SirW.  Soott.       The  whole  foundation  of  the  claim  is  that  what  has  been  done 
is  agreeable  to  the  intention  of  Gbvemment,  and  I  am  disposed  to 
ihink  that  it  is.     The  parties  were  not  to  purchase,  but  to  take 
from  a  bankrupt's  estate.    When  Government  grants  a  licence,  it 
must  be  supposed  to  grant  all  that  is  necessary  to  carry  it  into  effect. 
The  claimants  could  not  go  to  Antwerp  themselves;  they  were 
under  the  necessity  of  employing  an  agent:  he,  acting  as  their 
mandatory  under  the  licence,  might,  I  conceive,  be  entitled  to 
recover  (a)  against  them,  though  an  alien  enemy,  a  full  indemnifi- 
cation for  the  terms  of  the  assignment.   They  would  be  answerable 
to  him  if  the  bonds  were  put  in  suit,  on  their  refusal  to  re-deliver 
the  vessel. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  altogether  a  case  very  different 
from  that  which  has  been  cited,  in  which  the  Court  did  think  itself 
warranted  to  hold  a  different  rule  against  persons  going  into  tiie 
enemy's  coimtry,  and  becoming  the  asserted  purchasers  of  vessels, 
which  the  enemy  is  induced  to  make  over,  either  really  or  osten- 
sibly on  account  of  the  war.  In  that  case,  the  fact  itself  suggested 
a  strong  ground  of  suspicion,  and  it  became  necessary,  for  the 
purpose  of  counteracting  fraud,  that  the  Court  should  set  its  face 
against  such  limitations  in  the  pretended  act  of  transfer.  In  the 
present  instance,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  the  reality  of  the 
transfer.  In  acceding  to  the  terms  of  the  bond,  the  claimants 
would  do  no  more  than  they  were  bound  to  do  for  the  indemnifi- 
cation of  their  agent,  and  they  are,  I  think,  entitled,  under  the 
fair  construction  of  the  licence,  to  accept  the  ship  upon  these  terms, 
as  the  only  terms  perhaps  upon  which  it  could  be  obtained. 

(a)  See  Kensington  v.  Inglia^  East's  Eep.  Vol.  8,  pp.  273—287 ;  Welh  v. 
WilliamSy  1  SaJk.  46,  there  cited. 
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THE  JOHANNA  THOLEN.  [60.Rob.78.] 

Coasting  Trade  of  Enemy — False  Papers — Condemnation, 

To  carry  on  the  coastmg  trade  of  an  enemy  with  false  papers  is  a 
ground  of  condemnation. 

Sir  W.  Scx>tt. — ^Upon  the  facts  in  this  case  there  is  no  reason-        1806 

able  ground  to  doubt  that  the  ship  was  engaged  in  carrying  on  the "^    ' 

ooasting  trade  of  the  enemy  with  false  papers.  All  the  documents 
purport  a  destination  to  Embden,  but  the  ship  is  admitted  to  have 
been  forcing  her  way  to  Antwerp,  and  for  the  purpose  of  delivering 
her  cargo  there.  To  allow  that  the  parties  oould  justify  such  a 
deyiation  by  the  pretence  of  a  subsequent  intention  taken  up  at  sea 
would  enervate  every  rule  that  could  be  laid  down  respecting  the 
coasting  trade  of  the  enemy.  As  to  the  principle  itself,  I  confess 
that  the  impression  on  my  mind  has  always  been  agreeable  to  what 
has  been  stated  by  the  King's  Advocate,  "  that  the  carrying  on 
the  coasting  trade  with  false  papers  is  a  ground  of  condemnation, 
according  to  the  established  doctrine  of  this  Court."  I  do  not 
mean  at  present  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  principle,  which 
the  Court  has  in  many  instances  already  applied.  If  there  is  any 
doubt  upon  the  rectitude  of  that  principle,  it  will  be  a  great  satis- 
faction to  my  mind  to  see  it  corrected  by  the  decision  of  the  Superior 
Court.  Until  that  is  done  I  shall  not  be  disposed  to  depart  from 
the  rule  upon  which  the  Court  has  hitherto  proceeded.  With 
regard  to  the  distinction  that  has  been  drawn  from  the  character 
of  the  port  at  Antwerp,  I  see  nothing  in  the  peculiar  regulations 
which  the  French  Government  may  have  wished  to  form  for  the 
commerce  of  that  port  that  can  extend  to  neutral  ships  the  privilege 
of  carrying  on  the  coasting  trade  of  Prance  to  that  port,  on  any 
otiier  footing  relatively  to  foreign  States,  than  to  any  other  French 
ports,  acknowledged  as  such  and  not  distinguished  by  any  singular 
regulation  whatever. 

Condemned. 


Si  M  2 
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[6C.Kob.93.]  THE  ZELDEN  EUST. 

Contraband — Cheese — Commercial   Port   in    same   Bay   as   Fori   of  Naval 
Equipment, 

A  cargo  of  cheese  destmed  to  G.  was  captured.  G.  was  assumed  to  be 
an  ordinary  commei^cial  port,  but  was  in  the  same  bay  as  F.,  a  port  of 
naval  equipment.  Held,  that  haying  regard  to  the  proximity  of  the  two 
ports,  the  cargo  must  be  condemned. 

1805  This  was  the  oase  of  a  cargo  of  Dutoh  oheeee  taken  on  an  asserted 
"  ^    '      destination  from  Amsterdam  to  Coronna. 

Sir  W.  Scxxtt. — ^It  certainly  has  been  held  by  the  Conrt  that 
cheese  going  to  a  place  of  naval  equipment,  and  fit  for  naval  use, 
is  contraband.  As  to  the  quality  of  the  cheese,  in  this  instande, 
there  is,  I  think,  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  Court,  from  the  repre- 
sentation given  of  it  by  a  person  conversant  with  this  particular 
article  in  the  way  of  his  trade,  and  by  another  person  who  is  em- 
ployed in  the  capacity  of  storekeeper  at  TarmoutL  The  quality 
may  therefore  be  fairly  assumed  on  the  declaration  of  their  judg- 
ment ;  and  if  going  to  a  place  of  naval  equipment  it  will  fall  under 
the  rule  of  law  that  has  been  applied  to  other  cases. 

Corunna  is,  I  believe,  itself  a  place  of  naval  equipment  in  some 
degree,  and  if  not  so  exclusively  and  in  its  prominent  character, 
yet  from  its  vicinity  to  Ferrol  it  is  almost  identified  with  that  port. 
These  ports  are  situated  in  the  same  bay,  and  if  the  supply  is  per- 
mitted to  be  imported  into  the  bay,  it  would,  I  conceive,  be  impos- 
,  sible  to  prevent  it  from  going  on  immediately  and  in  the  same 
conveyance  to  Ferrol.  There  is  in  this  respect  a  material  difference 
between  the  present  case  and  the  case  (a)  which  happened  yesterday, 
of  similar  articles  going  to  Quimper.  That  port,  though  in  the 
vicinity  of  Brest,  is  situated  on  the  opposite  side  of  a  projecting 

[6 C.Rob. 92.]       (o)  The  Frau  Margaretha.     The  p.  100]  which  has  been  relied  on. 

judgment  was  as  follows : —  I    am   not  disposed  to   hold    that 

Sib  W.  Scott. — A  destination  to  these  articles  on  this  destination  are 

Quimper  cannot,  I  think,  be  con-  so  clearly  contraband,  though  cer- 

sidered  as  such  an  identical  destina-  tainly  very  near  it,  as  to  preclude  the 

tion,  with  a  voyage  to  Brest,  as  to  claimant  from  giving  further  proof 

bring  this  cargo  under  the  authority  of  the  property, 
of  the  case  ^Jonge  Margaretha,  ante,         Furtiier  proof  ordered. 
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headland  or  promontory,  so  as  not  to  admit  of  an  Immediate  com-        1805 
munication  except  by  land  carriage.   Without  meaning  to  interfere       "^  ^  * 
with  the  principle  of  that  decision,  I  think  myself  warranted  to  Thb  Zeldkn 
consider  this  cargo  on  the  present  destination  as  contraband,  and 
as  such  subject  to  condemnation. 

Condemned. 


SirW.  Scott. 


THE  HOFFNUNG  (No.  1).  '^^n2T* 

Blockade — Interruption  by  Belligerent — Eeaumption — Notification  to  Neutrals, 

When  a  blockade  has  been  forcibly  raised  by  the  blockading  shipp 
being  driyen  away  by  the  belligerent  forces,  the  original  notification  of 
the  blockade  becomes  extinct,  and  a  renewed  blockade  must  be  brought 
to  the  knowledge  of  neutrals  in  the  same  manner  as  the  original 
blockade.  Heldf  therefore,  that  the  arrival  of  a  blockading  squadron  off 
a  port  from  which  a  squiadron  had  been  preyiously  driyen,  was  not 
sufficient  to  bind  neutrals  with  notice  of  a  blockade  (a). 

This  was  ihe  case  of  a  Swedish  vessel,  which  had  sailed  on  the        I805 
17th  of  July  from  Nantes  with  a  cargo  of  com  or  flour  for  the  port  ^^'^^  ^  ^ 
of  Seville,  which  was  daimed  under  his  Majesty's  instructions,      jtUyH, 
1st  February,  1805.  

For  the  captors,  the  King's  Advocate  and  Adams. — This  vessel 
appears  to  have  laid  for  some  time  under  an  embargo  in  the  port 
of  Nantes,  and  to  have  been  liberated  at  last  on  the  condition  that 
she  should  take  a  cargo  on  board  for  Seville,  notwithstanding  the 
blockade  of  St.  Lucar,  which  comprehends  that  port,  and  which 
had  existed  since  the  notification  of  the  25th  of  April.  On  a 
former  (b)  occasion  a  doubt  was  entertained  whether  the  blockade 
of  St.  Lucar  had  been  resumed  after  Sir  John  Orde  was  driven  o£P. 
It  now  appears  from  a  communication  with  the  Admiralty,  that 
immediately  after  the  intelligence  was  received  respecting  Sir  John 
Orde's  squadron,  directions  were  sent  to  Lord  Collingwood  to 
proceed  to  Cadiz,  and  that  he  had  arrived  on  that  station  on  the 
8th  of  June.  It  cannot  be  doubted,  therefore,  that  long  before 
the  date  of  this  transaction  it  must  have  been  perfectly  notorious 
at  Nantes  that  Cadiz  and  St.  Lucar  were  in  a  state  of  blockade. 
It  appears,  indeed,  from  a  correspondence  which  passed  between 

(a)  But  see  the  Eare^  post,  p.  579  {b)  The  TriJieten,  July  7th,  1805. 

(note).  See  note,  p.  534. 
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1806         Loixl   Collingwood  and    the  neutral  consuls  at   Cadiz,   on    the 
^^r^^    23rd  July,  that  he  had  been  before  that  port  some  time,  and  had 
given  public  intimation  of  his  intention  to  enforce  the  blockade. 


July  24. 
The 


Sir  W.  Scott. — There  had  been  a  very  humane  order  issued  by 
the  British  Government,  in  consideration  of  the  distress  to  which 
the  Eongdom  of  Spain  was  reduced  by  famine,  to  permit  cargoes 
of  com  to  be  carried  to  that  country,  without  exception  as  to  the 
property,  but  with  a  reservation  "  that  it  should  not  be  carried  to 
blockaded  ports."  .... 

It  appears  that  the  port  of  Cadiz  and  St.  Lucar  were  put  imder 
blockade  by  a  notification  of  the  25th  of  April ;  but  it  unf  ortimately 
happened  that  the  notification  issued  at  a  time  when  it  became 
equally  notorious  that  no  blockade  actually  existed,  since  the 
British  squadron  had  been  recently  driven  off  by  a  superior  force. 
In  a  former  case  (a),  a  question  was  raised  whether  the  notification 
which  had  issued  was  not  still  operative,  at  least  for  the  purpose  of 
sustaining  the  effect  of  these  instructions.  But  the  Court  was  of 
opinion  that  it  could  not  be  so  considered,  and  that  a  neutral  power 
was  not  obliged  under  such  circumstances  to  presume  the  continu- 
ance of  a  blockade,  nor  to  act  upon  the  supposition  that  the  blockade 
would  be  resumed  by  any  other  competent  force. 

It  was  argued  on  that  occasion  that  neutrals  were  bound  to  act 
upon  such  presumptions,  and  on  the  same  principle  on  which  it 
has  been  held  that,  when  a  blockading  squadron  is  driven  off  by 
adverse  winds,  they  are  bound  to  presume  that  it  will  return,  and 
that  there  is  no  discontinuance  of  the  blockade.  But  certainly  the 
two  cases  are  very  different.  When  a  squadron  is  driven  off  by 
accidents  of  weather,  which  must  have  entered  into  the  contem- 
plation of  the  belligerent  imposing  the  blockade,  there  is  no  reason 


[6  C.  Rob.  64.]      (a)  The  Triheten.    Judgment  :— 

See  W.  Soott.— If  that  is  so,  I 
must  require  the  fact  to  be  proved, 
because  it  certainly  is  notorious  that 
the  British  squadron  was  driven  off 
on  the  10th  of  April  by  a  superior 
force.  It  must  be  shown  that  the 
actual  blockade  was  again  resumed. 
Considering  the  circumstances  of  this 
case,  and  that  the  vessel  was  taken  on 


the  French  coast  so  long  ago  as  the 
28th  of  May,  I  am  not  disposed  to 
hold  that  the  mere  act  of  sailing  for 
Seville  or  St.  Lucar  imder  the  dubious 
representation  which  we  have  of  the 
state  of  the  actual  blockade  at  that 
time  is  sufficient  to  fix  upon  this 
vessel  the  penalty  of  breaking  the 
blockade. 
Ship  and  cargo  restored. 
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to  suppose  that  such  a  oiroumstanoe  would  create  a  change  of        1805 
system,  since  it  could  not  be  expected  that  any  blockade  would  ^  ^^^« 
continue  many  months  without  being  liable  to   such  temporary      juiff24. 
interruptions.    But  when  a  squadron  is  driven  off  by  a  superior        I~ 
force  a  new  course  of  events  arises,  which  may  tend  to  a  very   HoFfzixTHo. 
different  disposition  of  the  blockading  force,  and  which  introduces,  sirW.  Soott. 
therefore,  a  very  different  train  of  presumptions,  in  favour  of  the 
ordinary  freedom  of  commercial  speculations.    In  such  a  case  the 
neutral  merchant  is  not  boimd  to  foresee  or  to  conjecture  that  the 
blockade  will  be  resumed ;  and  therefore  if  it  is  to  be  renewed,  it 
must  proceed  de  iwvoy  by  the  usual  course,  and  without  reference  to 
the  former  state  of  facts,  which  has  been  so  effectually  interrupted. 
On  this  principle  it  was  that  the  Court  held  the  former  blockade 
to  have  become  extinct,  and  intimated  an  opinion  that  there  should 
be  a  repetition  of  the  same  measures  on  its  recommencement,  to 
bring  it  to  the  knowledge  of  neutral  States,  either  by  public 
declaration  or  by  the  notoriety  of  the  fact. 

It  is  not  now  contended  that  any  new  declaration  has  issued, 
and  the  Court  has  already  determined  that  the  former  notification 
had  become  extinct.  It  remains,  therefore,  to  be  considered 
whether  there  has  been  that  notoriety  of  the  fact,  from  the  opera- 
tion of  time  or  from  other  circumstances,  which  must  be  taken  to 
have  brought  the  existence  of  the  blockade  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  parties. 

Among  other  modes  of  ascertaining  that  fact,  a  prevailing 
oonsideration  undoubtedly  is  the  length  of  time  in  proportion  to 
the  distance  of  the  coimtry  from  which  the  vessel  sails.  What 
I  have  to  lament  in  this  instance  is,  that  we  labour  under  an 
ignorance  of  tiie  true  terminus  a  quo,  not  having  the  necessary 
information  as  to  the  time  when  Admiral  CoUingwood  returned  to 
that  station.  Although  something  is  to  be  collected  from  the 
letters  to  which  reference  has  been  made,  they  do  not,  I  think, 
supply  sufficient  information,  or  with  such  precision,  as  can  enable 
me  to  found  a  judicial  sentence  upon  it. 

With  regard  to  the  ship  I  am  bound  to  advert  to  the  situation 
of  hardship  in  which  Swedish  vessels  were  placed  by  the  embargo 
which  was  imposed  upon  them  in  the  ports  of  France.  It  was  a 
material  object  with  the  French  Government  to  have  the  ports  of 
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1805  Spain  supplied  with  artioleB  of  provision.     To  effect  this  purpose 

1806  ^^  ^^  ^^^  unlikely  that  means  of  imposition  and  foroe  would  be 
July  24.  employed,  more  especially  against  Swedish  yessels,  who  were  in  a 


ijigg  particular  maimer  inopes  consilii^  owing  to  the  cessation  of  all 
HogFNUKo.  diplomatic  correspondence  between  their  own  GoTemment  and 
SirW.  Soott.  Prance.  They  had  been  put  imder  an  embargo  and  were  released, 
it  appears,  for  the  purpose  of  being  made  the  instruments  of 
conveying  these  supplies  to  the  ports  of  Spain.  It  is  natural  to 
suppose  that  any  information  that  might  have  reached  the  Govern- 
ment of  France  as  to  the  actual  state  of  the  ports  of  Spain  would 
be  withheld  from  them.  Unless  it  is  shown,  therefore,  in  the 
clearest  manner  that  the  knowledge  of  the  actual  blockade  of 
Cadiz  and  St.  Lucar,  which  is  said  to  have  existed,  had  reached  the 
masters  of  these  vessels,  I  shall  think  myself  bound  to  act  towards 
them  with  great  indulgence,  and  with  due  consideration  of  the 
difficulties  imder  which  they  were  placed. 

Their  case  is  very  different  from  that  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
cargo.  For  who  are  they  P  The  Spanish  Government,  who  were 
bound  to  observe  the  most  perfect  cemdour  and  good  faith.  They 
could  not  but  know  the  fact,  if  Cadiz  was  actually  blockaded.  It 
was  their  duty  to  have  transmitted  the  earliest  information  to  their 
agents  in  France,  and  to  have  altered  the  destination  of  their 
cargoes  to  other  ports  to  which  they  might  go  without  infringing 
the  instructions  which  had  issued  in  their  favour.  There  is,  there- 
fore, a  material  distinction  between  the  ship  and  the  cargo.  Unless 
it  is  proved  in  the  most  unequivocal  manner  that  the  master  was 
affected  with  a  knowledge  of  the  alleged  blockade,  I  shall  hold  the 
vessel  to  be  exonerated.  With  respect  to  tiie  cargo,  if  it  is  shown 
that  the  blockade  did  exist,  and  that  there  had  been  time  for  com-' 
munication  from  Spain,  those  interests  will  not  be  entitled  to  the 
same  indulgence.  I  shall,  therefore,  at  present  make  no  other 
order,  but  to  require  the  recommencement  of  the  blockade  to  be 
distinctly  ascertained,  meaning  to  apply  the  inferences  that  may 
arise  from  the  interval  of  time  very  differently  to  the  case  of  the 
ship  and  of  the  cargo. 

On  a  subsequent  day  {a)  this  case  came  before  the  Court  again 

(a)  24th  July,  1806. 
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on  the  mformation  required  to  be  produced  of  the  time  when  Lord        1805 
Oollingwood  resumed  the  blockade  of  Cadiz.    No  further  infer-   ^^^'^ii 
mation  was  exhibited,  but  only  the  certificate  of  the  Admiralty,      j^  24. 
stating  "  that  Lord  CoUingwood  arrived  off  Cadiz  on  the  8th  of         I~ 
June.''    The  cause  was  argued  on  the  sufficiency  of  that  act,  and   Hoffhuvo. 
the  inferences  deducible  from  it,  whether  they  were  such  as  could 
be  held  to  re-establish  the  blockade,  so  as  to  impose  on  the  Govern- 
ment  of   Spain  an  obligation  of   counteracting  this  shipment, 
previous  to  the  sailing  of  the  vessel. 

Sib  W.  Scott. — ^What  the  Court  has  already  decided,  on  the 
best  consideration,  is,  that  the  raising  of  the  former  blockade  by  a 
superior  force  was  a  total  defeasance  of  that  blockade  and  its 
operations.  Whether  that  is  a  sound  opinion  or  not  must  be  left 
to  the  determination  of  the  Superior  Court.  My  persuasion  is  that 
there  could  not  be  a  more  effectual  raising  of  the  blockade,  and 
that  it  should  be  renewed  again  by  notification,  before  foreign 
nations  could  be  affected  with  an  obligation  of  observing  it  as  a 
blockade  of  that  species  still  existing.  Under  this  view  I  have 
already  intimated  my  opinion  that  the  mere  appearance  of  another 
squadron  would  not  restore  it,  but  that  the  same  measures  would 
be  necessary  for  the  recommencement  that  had  been  required  for 
the  original  imposition  of  the  blockade,  and  that  foreign  merchants 
were  not  bound  to  act  on  any  presumption  that  it  would  be  de  facto 
resumed. 

It  became  therefore  very  desirable  that  some  account  should  be 
given  of  the  manner  in  which  the  blockade  was  recommenced. 
Inquiries  were  directed  to  be  made  at  the  Admiralty,  which  have 
produced  no  other  answer  than  this,  '^  that  Lord  CoUingwood  had 
arrived  off  Cadiz  on  the  8th  of  June '' ;  and  a  letter  is  produced 
from  Lord  CoUingwood  to  the  foreign  consuls  at  Cadiz,  of  the  23rd 
of  July,  of  which  the  Court  was  already  in  possession.  This 
appears  to  me  to  be  very  unsatisfactory,  since  Lord  CoUingwood 
might  arrive  off  Cadiz  with  very  different  intentions.  He  might 
go  there  with  a  fleet  of  observation  merely,  or  for  purposes  of  a 
qualified  blockade. 

The  Court  expressed  a  wish  to  be  informed  whether  any  orders 
had  been  sent  to  Lord  Oollingwood  respecting  the  renewal  of  the 
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1806         blookade,  and  whether  it  had  been  notified  to  tiie  Spanish  Gbvem- 
septembar II,   jj^^jj^      jj^  answer  to  these  inquiries  no  further  information  is 

July  24.      obtained  than  what  relates  to  the  arrival  of  Lord  Collingwood  and 

ZZ"        the  letter  of  the  23rd  of  July.     It  is  manifest,  I  think,  that  Lord 

HoFVNUNo.    Collingwood  did  connect  the  two  blockades  together,  and  that  the 

Sir  W.  Scott.   ^s^^Q  apprehension  has  been  entertained  since.   But  I  am  of  opinion, 

as  far  as  my  opinion  can  have  any  weight,  that  this  interpretation 

cannot  be  supported,  but  that  it  would  be  necessary  that  the  same 

form  of  communication  should  be  observed  de  novo  that  is  required 

to  establish  an  original  blockade. 

The  question  now  is,  whether,  independent  of  any  notification, 
the  fact  of  Lord  CoUingwood's  arrival  and  his  subsequent  conduct 
were  such  as  would  impress  on  foreign  nations  the  obligation  of 
knowing  that  there  was  a  blockade  de  factOy  and  more  particularly 
whether  the  Spanish  Government  ought  to  have  taken  notice  of  it 
so  as  to  have  coiomunicated  the  intelligence  to  the  shippers  in 
France,  and  to  have  prevented  the  sailing  of  this  cargo.  On  the 
former  hearing  I  was  of  opinion  that  the  Swedish  vessel  was 
clearly  excused,  although  the  Spanish  Government  might  possibly 
be  afifected  with  the  obligation  of  communicating  advice  to  their 
agents.  In  the  case  of  the  Falck,  it  appeared  that  the  violence  of 
the  French  Government  had  actually  forced  that  vessel  out  of 
port,  and  in  defiance  of  the  knowledge  of  the  blockade,  which  the 
master  admitted  himself  to  have  received,  but  at  a  later  period  than 
the  date  of  this  transaction.  I  am  now  to  consider  whether  any 
evidence  is  produced  that  can  fix  upon  the  Spanish  Government  a 
knowledge  of  the  blockade  that  should  have  prevented  the  sailing 
of  this  vessel,  and  that  should  affect  them  legally  with  the  conse- 
quences of  culpable  negligence.  I  am  of  opinion  that  there  is  not. 
It  appears  from  the  letters  of  the  23rd  and  25th  July  that  the 
question  was  at  that  time  dubious  at  Cadiz,  and  that  some  vessels 
had  been  suffered  to  pass.  That  the  Spanish  Government  at 
Madrid  should  be  impressed  with  a  distinct  knowledge  of  the  fact 
that  was  rendered  doubtful  at  Cadiz  on  the  23rd  of  July,  so  as  to 
have  prevented  the  sailing  of  this  vessel  from  Bordeaux  on  the 
13th  of  July,  is,  I  think,  out  of  all  physical  possibility.  I  must, 
therefore,  make  the  same  decree  in  this  case  as  in  other  cases  under 
the  instructions. 

Restored  on  payment  of  the  captor's  expenses. 
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^  ^  127.] 

Trade  mth  Enemy — British  Merchant — Partnerehip  in  Neutral  Country  and 
Great  Britain — Liability  of  British  Partner. 

A  British  merchant  who  is  a  partner  in  a  firm  in  a  neutral  country  is 
liable,  if  such  firm  trades  with  the  enemy,  to  the  forfeiture  of  his  share 
of  a  cargo  which  has  been  captured. 

This  was  the  case  of  a  ship  claimed  as  the  property  of  Mr.        i806 
Ingals,  an  American  merchant,  and  of  a  cargo  of  tobacco  shipped  September  iz, 
in  America  for  France,  as  the  property  of  I.  and  W.  Bell,  partners  j^ebruary  28. 
in  a  house  of  trade  in  America,  and  also  of  a  house  in  London, 
where  Mr.  W.  Bell  resided,  but  claimed  as  the  sole  property  of 
I.  Bell,  of  America. 

Sir  W.  Scott.  [The  Court  first  dealt  with  the  question 
of  the  property  in  the  ship,  and  ordered  further  proof.] — 
Then  as  to  the  cargo,  that  has  been  claimed  for  Mr.  I.  Bell, 
of  America,  who  is  a  partner  in  a  house  of  trade  in  America, 
and  also  in  a  house  in  this  town,  under  the  firm  of  John 
and  William  Bell,  of  London.  Some  of  the  formal  papers 
hold  out  the  name  of  I.  Bell  only,  but  other  documents,  as  the 
charter-party  and  the  instructions,  mention  the  interest  of  I.  and 
W.  Bell ;  and  there  are  papers  which  point  to  directions  which 
were  to  be  received  from  Mr.  W.  Bell  when  the  property  came  to 
Europe.  It  has  been  decided  by  an  authority  to  which  this  Court 
must  bow  that  even  an  inactive  or  sleeping  partner  (as  it  is 
termed)  cannot  receive  restitution  in  a  transaction  in  which  he 
could  not  lawfully  be  engaged  as  a  sole  trader.  I  can  have  no 
doubt,  therefore,  that  any  share  belonging  to  Mr.  W.  Bell,  who  is 
by  no  means  an  inactive  partner,  but  appears  rather  to  have  been 
the  person  principally  concerned  in  the  management,  if  not  in  the 
interests  of  this  transaction,  will  be  subject  to  condemnation.  The 
master  says,  to  the  12th  interrogatory,  "  that  the  cargo  belongs 
jointly  to  I.  and  W.  Bell,  and  that  I.  Bell  told  him  so  " ;  though 
in  another  place  he  says  "  that  it  is  the  sole  property  of  the  lader." 
It  is  a  case,  therefore,  in  which  the  papers  are  inconsistent,  and 
the  master's  account  is  inconsistent  even  with  itself.  The  fact  of 
property  is  left  in  such  obscurity  as  to  create  a  necessity  for  further 
proof.  Then,  have  the  parties  so  conducted  themselves  as  to  forfeit 
this  privilege  P    I  do  not  think  that  they  have.    The  master  is 
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1805         charged  with  a  suppression  of  papers,  which  is  denied.    It  will  be 
^^06^^    proper  that  he  should  give  an  explanation  of  his  conduct  in  this 
Fehrmry  28.   respect,  SO  as  to  exonerate  those  by  whom  he  is  employed.    There 
~~~        must  be  also  further  proof  to  negative  the  interest  of  Mr.  W.  Bell. 
Feaxvzlin.     As  that  gentleman  is  in  London,  his  testimony  on  that  point 
SirwTsoott.   i3Ught,  perhaps,  be  most  material;  but  the  nature  of  the  proof, 
which  shall  be  exhibited,  will  more  properly  be  left  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  his  legal  advisers. 

Further  proof  ordered  of  ship  and  cargo. 

On  a  subsequent  day  (a)  the  cause  came  on  again,  to  be  heard  upon 
the  production  of  Mr.  Bell's  further  proof,  and  upon  the  claims  of 
the  merchants  in  America  who  had  used  the  name  of  Mr.  Bell,  in 
exporting  sundry  parcels  of  tobacco  to  France.  The  Court  was  of 
opinion  that  the  letter  of  Mr.  W.  Bell,  in  which  he  had  given 
notice  ihat  he  could  not  be  concerned  during  the  war  in  any  cargo 
sent  to  France,  was  not  sufficiently  corroborated  by  proof  of  the 
receipt  of  that  letter,  or  of  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  acted 
upon,  and  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  producing  still  further 
proof.    That  being  now  exhibited — 

(28th  February,  1806.) 
Sir  W.  Scott. — This  is  a  claim  for  a  quantity  of  tobacco 
shipped  at  Petersburg,  in  Virginia,  for  Bordeaux,  by  several 
planters  exporting  the  produce  of  their  own  plantations,  but 
documented  in  the  formal  papers  as  the  property  of  Mr.  I.  Bell. 
A  reason,  however,  is  given  for  the  misrepresentation,  which  is 
perfectly  innocent,  viz.,  ^'  that  intending  to  make  use  of  Mr.  Bell's 
correspondent  in  France  as  iheir  consignee,  they  had  shipped  it  in 
his  name."  There  was  no  design  to  impose  on  British  cruisers, 
nor  has  any  such  effect  been  produced,  since  it  was  a  trade  free 
from  exception,  whether  going  on  their  account  or  on  account  of 
Mr.  Bell.  It  is  now  sufficiently  shown  from  certificates  of  pro- 
perty and  the  correspondence  of  the  parties  that  they  are  really  the 
owners  of  the  quantity  claimed  on  their  behalf ;  and  though  the 
proof  is  not  of  the  most  formal  kind,  I  should  think  it  an  act  of 
great  oppression  if,  after  being  satisfied  of  the  fact,  I  was  to  send 
these  claims  across  the  Atlantic,  with  all  the  delay  that  must 

(a)  12th  February,  1606. 
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inevitably  ensu^,  to  have  the  proof  exhibited  in  a  more  formal        1605 
manner  from  themselves.    I  shall  therefore  direct  their  property  ^^^!^  ^^' 

to  be  restored.  February  28. 

The  principal  question  then  remains,  respecting  the  moiety  of  ^~ 
seventy  hogsheads  of  tobacco  which  are  claimed  in  the  name  of  Ebankun. 
Mr.  I.  Bell.  They  are  described  in  the  general  bill  of  lading  "  as  sir  W.  Soott. 
for  the  account  and  risk  of  I.  Bell/'  who  was  the  general  shipper 
of  the  whole  cargo.  But  there  was  a  particular  bill  of  lading,  also, 
for  this  parcel  with  the  marks  of  I.  and  W.  Bell ;  so  that  it  is  not 
correctly  true  that  nothing  arises  on  the  face  of  the  papers  to 
attribute  any  share  of  the  property  to  Mr.  W.  Bell.  In  addition 
to  this  suggestion  arising  out  of  the  papers,  the  master  says  to  the 
12th  interrogatory,  "  that  it  is  the  property  of  I.  and  W.  BeU,  and 
that  I.  Bell  told  him  so."  This  is  a  direct  declaration,  and  of  no 
mean  authority;  though  not  absolutely  conclusive,  it  affords 
ground  of  presumption  unquestionably,  more  especially  as  the 
master  is  a  cautious  and  discreet  man,  as  far  as  I  can  collect,  and 
is  not  very  likely  to  have  spoken  lightly  or  loosely  to  the  prejudice 
of  his  employers.  In  a  subsequent  part  of  his  depositions  he  says, 
indeed,  ^^  that  the  property  belongs  to  the  lader,"  but  that  must  be 
taken  referenda  to  what  he  had  before  deposed,  and  as  not  excluding 
the  joint  interest  of  the  brother  in  the  transaction.  When  he 
comes  to  give  in  his  claim,  however,  and  perhaps  after  some  in- 
structions received  here,  he  claims  this  parcel  of  tobacco  as  the 
sole  property  of  Mr.  I.  Bell. 

It  might  have  been  natural  to  expect  that  if  it  had  been  the  sole 
property  of  that  gentleman  in  America,  he  would  have  informed 
the  master  with  particular  precision  that  it  belonged  to  him  exclu- 
sively, and  that  W.  Bell  was  to  have  no  interest  in  it,  and  that  he 
must  understand  it  to  be  on  his  own  separate  account.  It  is  clear, 
from  the  manner  in  which  the  master  speaks  to  the  12th  interroga- 
tory, that  no  such  conimunication  could  have  passed.  If  in  time 
of  war,  which  necessarily  requires  particular  precision,  persons 
conduct  their  business  in  such  a  maimer  as  furnishes  no  means  of 
discrimination,  they  must  not  be  surprised  if  the  Court  is  unable 
to  protect  them  from  the  inconvenience  that  must  ensue  from  such 
a  state  of  obscurity  and  doubt.  There  is  no  invoice ;  but  the 
manifest  describes  I.  Bell  "as  of  the  house  of  I.  and  W.  Bell," 
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1805  which  oonld  not  have  been  done  with  propriety  if  he  had  been 
^^(vT^^  acting  only  with  relation  to  his  own  separate  interest  It  is  im- 
Fcbruary  28.  possible  Under  these  appearances  not  to  say  that  further  proof  was 
necessary  to  discharge  Mr.  W.  Bell  of  an  interest  in  this  shipment. 
F&AHZLzv.  Mr.  W.  Bell  is  a  person  who  had  come  from  America  to  settle 
SirW.  Scott.  ^®re;  but  in  so  doing  he  can  enjoy  no  greater  privileges  than 
other  British  merchants,  who  are  prohibited  in  time  of  war  from 
being  concerned  in  any  manner  of  commerce  carried  on  with  the 
enemy.  It  is  admitted  that  I.  and  W.  Bell  are  general  partners, 
and  that  there  has  been  no  dissolution  of  the  partnership ;  but  that 
it  does  still,  as  it  may  legally,  exist  with  regard  to  exportations  to 
neutral  countries.  It  is  ayerred,  however,  that  there  has  been  a  8epa« 
ration  as  to  all  shipments  to  France,  and  that  W.  Bell  had  written 
to  his  brother  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  renouncing  all  con- 
cern in  the  trade  to  France.  Mr.  W.  Bell  has  made  an  affidavit  of 
this  fact ;  he  states  also,  ^^  that  he  has  not  been  interested,  directly 
or  indirectly,  in  any  such  shipments ;  that  he  has  not  considered 
himself  as  interested,  nor  has  he  been  so  considered  by  his  brother,  to 
the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief" ;  not  absolutely,  but  only  in 
this  qualified  manner,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief.  .  .  . 
It  is  admitted  that  this  mode  of  separation  would  not  be  sufficient 
to  discharge  an  interest  in  a  ship ;  and  with  respect  to  the  cargo 
it  is  impossible  not  to  feel  that,  as  it  was  a  letter  which  was  to  draw 
the  line  of  demarcation  between  the  joint  and  separate  concerns  of 
two  partners,  we  might  expect  that  it  would  have  received  a 
particular  answer.  Mr.  W.  Bell  {nresses  the  subject  with  particular 
earnestness  on  his  attention :  ^^  Let  nothing  induce  you  to  neglect 
this  advice,  for  I  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  any  commerce  to 
France  till  the  war  is  over."  It  was  an  occurrence  that  would  be 
likely  to  introduce  no  inconsiderable  alteration  in  the  manner  in 
which  the  business  of  the  house  had  been  carried  on;  and  it  is 
quite  impossible  that  it  should  not  have  required  particular  notice. 
The  letter  that  was  first  produced  as  the  answer  is  of  the  10th  of 

November,  in  which  Mr.  I.  Bell  writes,  "yours  and letters 

from  the  24th  of  August  to  the  6th  of  September  are  before  me," 
but  there  is  not  a  syllable  relative  to  this  separation.  It  does  not, 
indeed,  necessarily  appear  that  the  letter  of  the  6th  of  September 
was  Mr.  W.  Bell's,  or  that  it  might  not  be  a  letter  from  lie  other 
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gentleman  who  is  inelnded  in  the  same  paragraph.    However  that        18O6 
might  be,  there  is  no  mention  of  any  inconvenience  that  might  be  ^*TJ^^  ' 
occasioned  to  the  ordinary  course  of  their  business,  nor  of  any  February  28. 
remedy  to  be  provided  to  obviate  the  difficulties  produced  by  this        ^^^^ 
separation,  Fbahxlik. 

The  difficulty  that  might  be  likely  to  occur  is  obvious  from  this  sirW.  Scott. 
circumstance,  ihat  the  vessels  were  to  come  in  the  first  instance  to 
Falmouth,  and  there  to  take  their  ulterior  destination  to  France, 
or  elsewhere,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  W.  Bell,  according  to  the 
state  of  the  markets  in  Europe.  In  America,  then,  it  could  not  be 
known  whether  any  particular  shipment  would  be  a  separate  or 
joint  account,  or  to  whom  the  cargo  would  belong,  because  it 
remained  uncertain  whether  the  vessel  would  proceed  to  France  or 
not.  It  might  be  supposed  that  some  expedient  would  have  been 
necessary  to  obviate  this  inconvenience,  yet  no  mention  whatever 
is  made  of  that  necessary  part  of  this  subject. 

When  the  cause  came  on  before,  the  Court  was  anxious  to  give 
Mr.  Bell  further  opportunity  of  elucidating  these  difficulties,  which 
had  liot  been  satisfactorily  removed.  An  additional  affidavit  has 
now  been  brought  in,  which  states  "the  letter  of  the  10th  November 
not  to  have  been  the  immediate  answer  to  Mr.  Bell's  renunciation 
of  the  partnership,  and  that  there  must  have  been  some  other  letter, 
which  either  did  not  arrive,  or  which  has  been  destroyed,  as  con- 
taining matters  of  private  concern,  as  their  letters  frequently  did, 
and  were  on  that  accoimt  not  preserved  in  the  counting-house." 
Taking  it  either  way,  if  the  letter  did  not  arrive,  can  I  suppose 
that  there  would  not  have  been  some  other  reference  to  the  same 
subject,  and  that  Mr.  W.  Bell  would  not  have  urged  his  former 
observations  tiU  there  was  a  precise  and  distinct  understanding 
between  themP  If  it  did  arrive,  is  it  a  reason  why  the  letter 
should  be  destroyed,  because  it  contained  some  things  that  were 
not  proper  to  be  generally  known  in  his  counting-house  P  There 
are  other  modes  very  familiar  in  practice  of  preserving  a  corre- 
spondence of  a  particular  nature  ^  and  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive 
that  such  a  letter  would  be  destroyed  on  that  account.  The  affidavit 
states,  "  that  there  has  been  no  settlement  of  accounts  between 
them,  owing  to  the  extensiveness  of  their  engagements,  and  that 
Mr.  W.  B.  has  not  considered  himself,  nor  is  he  considered  by  his 
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1805  "brother  in  America,  to  be  interested  in  any  shipments  to  France." 

^^P**^  ^3-    That  must  be  taken,  I  oonoeive,  with  reference  to  the  manner  in 

1806  .  '  ' 

Fehrmry  28.   which  it  was  before  stated,  "  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and 

IT"        belief."      This  interest  might  still  be  a  matter  to  be  brought 

F&ikNZLiv.     forward  in  account  at  the  end  of  the  war,  a  supposition  which  may 

SirW.  Soott.  ^0^  unfairly  be  entertained,  and  which  does,  I  think,  in  an  extra- 
ordinary manner  harmonize  with  the  loose  manner  in  which  the 
separation  was  first  notified  and  received.  There  is  one  other  letter 
produced  from  Mr.  Bell,  which  was  written  after  the  capture, 
and  in  which  he  refers  to  this  transaction  in  very  general  terms : 
"  It  was  well  known  to  me,  and  I  supposed  you  equally  informed, 
having  regularly  replied  to  your  letter  of  the  6th  September,  that 
I  considered  you  as  not  concerned  in  shipments  to  France."  He 
does  not  say  that  he  had  acted  upon  it.  It  is  not  even  confirmed 
by  affidavit,  and  it  is  altogether  a  very  loose  and  general  letter  on 
a  subject  of  so  much  importance.  All  that  remains  is  the  affidavit 
of  the  derk  of  Mr.  W.  Bell,  who  says,  "  that  Mr.  W.  Bell  has  not 
charged  the  profits  of  such  consignments  to  himself,  but  only  the 
commission  of  agency,  &c."  This  also  is  not  inconsistent  with 
the  supposition  that  the  real  accounts,  in  which  Mr.  W.  Bell's 
interest  may  stand  prominent,  are  kept  in  America. 

The  Court  concluded  the  hearing  of  the  evidence,  and  found 
that,  "  having  given  Mr.  W.  Bell  further  opportunity  of  proving 
in  a  satisfactory  manner  the  dissolution  of  partnership,  which  is 
suggested  to  have  taken  place,  under  a  hope  that  he  would  have 
been  able  to  effect  this,  I  feel  myself  compelled  to  pronounce  that 
he  has  failed  to  produce  that  conviction  in  my  mind;  consequently, 
a  moiety  of  these  goods  must  be  condemned,  as  the  property  of  a 
British  merchant  engaged  in  commerce  with  the  enemy." 
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Capture^Condemnation  hy  Foreign  Prize  Court — Title  of  Captor — Effect  of 
Treaty  of  Peace, 

When  a  British  vessel  has  been  condemned  by  a  foreign  Prize  Court, 
and  has  been  transferred  to  a  foreign  owner,  the  English  Prize  Court, 
after  the  conclusion  of  peace,  will  not,  if  the  vessel  has  been  recaptured, 
inquire  into  the  title  of  the  foreign  owner,  but  will  restore  the  vessel  to 
him,  or  to  his  transferee  if  he  has  transferred  the  vessel. 

This  was  a  question  as  to  the  ship,  reserved  at  the  former        1805 

hearing,  on  a  claim  given  hy  the  British  proprietor,  who  stated  her  _£ ! 

to  have  belonged  to  him,  and  to  have  been  captured  by  the  French, 
and  carried  into  a  port  in  Norway,  and  condemned  by  the  French 
Consular  Court  in  that  country,  1799.  It  now  appeared  that  other 
proceedings  had  been  afterwards  had  on  the  former  evidence  in 
the  regular  Court  of  Prize  in  Paris,  where  a  sentence  of  condem- 
nation had  been  pronounced,  professing  to  affirm  the  sentence  of 
the  Consular  Court. 

For  the  British  owner,  Arnold. 

For  the  neutral  claimant,  Laurence  and  Mobinsan. 

Sib  W.  Scott. — ^I  am  of  opinion  that  the  title  of  the  former 
owner  is  completely  barred  by  the  intervention  of  peace,  which  has 
the  effect  of  quieting  all  titles  of  possession  arising  &om  the  war ; 
and  if  the  vessel  has  been  transferred  to  the  subject  of  another 
country,  he  also  will  be  entitled  to  the  same  benefit  from  the 
treaty  as  the  captor  himself  would  have  been  if  he  had  continued 
in  possession.  It  is  admitted  that  as  to  the  enemy  it  would  have 
this  effect,  and  that  it  would  not  be  lawful  to  look  back  beyond 
the  general  amnesty  to  examine  the  title  of  his  possession.  If  his 
property  is  transferred  the  purchaser  must  also  be  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  the  same  considerations,  for  otherwise  it  could  not  be 
said  that  the  intervention  of  peace  would  have  the  effect  of 
quieting  the  possession  of  the  enemy,  because  if  the  neutral  pur- 
chaser was  to  be  dispossessed  he  would  have  a  right  to  resort  back 
to  the  belligerent  seUer  and  demand  compensation  from  him.    I 

R.  N  N 
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646  THE  MARIA. 

1805  am  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  the  intervention  of  peaoe  has  put  a 
^^^''^^^'  total  end  to  the  claim  of  the  British  proprietor,  and  that  it  is  no 
TubSohooitb  longer  competent  to  him  to  look  back  to  the  enemy^s  title,  either 
in  his  own  possession  or  in  the  hands  of  neutral  purchasers.  As  to 
any  effect  of  the  new  war,  though  that  may  change  the  relation  of 
those  who  are  parties  to  it,  it  can  have  no  effect  on  neutral 
purchasers,  who  stand  in  the  same  situation  as  before.  Those  pur- 
chasers, though  no  parties  to  the  treaty,  are  entitled  to  the  full 
benefit  of  it,  because  they  derive  their  title  from  those  who  are  (a). 

Further    proof   of   the  property  ordered.      Finally   restored, 
27th  September,  1806. 


[6 C.Rob.  THE  MARIA  (No.  4). 

201.] 

Blockade — Goods  brought  otd  of  Blockaded  River  in  Lighters — Free  City* 

Goods  were  brought  in  lighters  from  the  free  city  of  Bremen  on  the 
Weser  when  such  river  was  blockaded.  Such  goods  were  transhipped 
outside  the  river  into  a  vessel  which  had  gone  out  in  ballast.  Held, 
that  as  the  Biver  Weser  was  blockaded,  it  was  illegal  to  bring  goods 
from  Bremen  either  in  lighters  or  otherwise  for  exportation. 

1806  This  was  a  case  on  the  blockade  of  the  "Weser,  relating  to  a 

September  20.  Q^rgo  which  had  been  sent  from  Bremen  in  lighters  to  the  Jade, 
for  the  purpose  of  being  shipped  for  America  under  a  charter- 
party  made  at  Bremen.  The  vessel  had  gone  from  the  Weser  to 
the  Jade  in  ballast,  and,  having  taken  on  board  the  cargo,  sailed 
from  thence  on  the  12th  August,  1805,  and  was  captured  in  the 
North  Sea,  15th  August. 

For  the  captors,  the  King* 8  Advocate  and  Laurence. 

For  the  claimants,  Arnold  and  Robinson. 

Sir  "W.  Scott. — This  ship  was  taken  on  a  voyage  from  Varel  to 
America,  having  on  board  a  cargo  that  had  been  sent  from  the 
Weser  to  the  Jade  in  lighters,  and  there  transhipped ;  and  it  is 
contended  that  this  being  the  carrying  of  goods  sent  expressly 

(a)  See  ante^  p.  343. 
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from  Bremen,  for  the  purpose  of  being  exported  in  the  course  of  the        I8O6 

foreign  oommeroe  of  that  port,  would  be  a  violation  of  the  blockade   ^* 1 

which  had  been  imposed  on  the  River  "Weser.  I  have  had  frequent  Thb  Mabu.. 
occasion  to  observe  how  severely  the  neutral  cities  connected  with  Sir  W.  Scott. 
the  Weser  and  the  Elbe  are  pressed  upon  by  the  blockade  of  those 
rivers.  At  the  same  time  it  is  my  duty  to  apply  to  those  opera- 
tions of  blockade  the  principles  that  belong  to  that  branch  of  the 
law  of  nations  generally,  and  by  which  only  such  measures  can  bo 
maintained.  The  principles  themselves  cannot  differ,  although  it 
will  undoubtedly  be  the  disposition  of  the  Court  to  alleviate  the 
situations  of  those  towns  as  much  as  possible,  by  attending  to  any 
distinctions  that  can  be  advanced  in  their  favour  not  inconsistent 
with  the  sound  construction  of  the  general  principles  of  law.  A 
blockade  imposed  on  the  Weser  must  in  its  nature  be  held  to  affect 
the  commerce  of  Bremen,  because  if  the  commerce  of  all  the  towns 
situated  on  that  river  is  allowed,  it  would  be  only  to  say  in  more 
indirect  language  that  the  blockade  itself  did  not  exist.  It  cannot 
be  doubted,  then,  on  general  principles,  that  these  goods  would  be 
subject  to  condemnation  aj9  having  been  conveyed  through  the 
Weser,  and  whether  that  was  effected  in  large  vessels  or  in  small 
would  be  perfectly  insignificant.  That  they  were  brought  through 
the  mouth  of  the  blockaded  river  for  the  purpose  of  being  shipped 
for  exportation  would  subject  them  to  be  considered  as  taken  on  a 
continued  voyage,  and  as  liable  to  all  the  same  principles  that  are 
applied  to  a  direct  voyage,  of  which  the  terminus  a  quo  and  the 
terminus  ad  quern  are  precisely  the  same  as  those  of  the  more 
circuitous  destination.  The  case  (a)  which  has  been  referred  to  is, 
in  this  respect,  very  different,  because  there  the  communication 
had  been  by  inland  navigation,  which  was  in  no  manner  and  in  no 
part  of  it  subject  to  the  blockade.  If,  therefore,  nothing  had 
passed  between  the  Government  of  this  country  «nd  the  city  of 
Bremen,  it  appears  to  me  that  these  goods  would  be  subject  to 
condemnation  (i),  and  thett  I  should  be  unable  to  distinguish  the 

(a)  The  Ocean^  ante,  p.  310.  Voyage  from  Tonningen  to  Algesiras 

wi^  goods  sliipped  at  Tonningen, 

{b)  On  this  principle.  In  the  but  having  been  sent  in  lighters 
CharJ<ftte  Sophia,  ship  and  cargo  con-  from  Hamburg^  under  charter-party, 
demned,     20th     November,     1806.      with   the   ship  proceeding   also  in 

nn2 
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1805        port  of  Bremen  from  any  other  place  liable  to  the  general  opera- 

— 1 tions  of  a  Dlookade. 

ThbHabia.       Biit  a  communication  has  passed  on  this  subject  between  the 
SirW.  Soott.    Government  of  this  country  and  the  city  of  Bremen,  which  may 
be  of  a  nature  to  furnish  the  rule  that  is  to  govern  this  particular 
case  and  to  supersede  ihe  general  principle  of  law. 

[The  Court  then  examined  the  communication,  and  held  that 
under  it  the  claimants  were  justified  in  carrying  on  this  particular 
trade.] 


[6  c.  Rob.  THE  FEEDEEICK  AND  MART  ANN. 

213.] 

Capture — Prize  Crew — Bight  of  Crew  of  Capturing  Vessel  to  Share  in  Further 
Prize. 

Where  a  prize  crew  was  put  on  board  a  prize  from  a  privateer,  and 
sucb  crew  subsequently  made  another  prize.  Held,  that  those  on  the 
privateer  were  entitled  to  share  in  the  second  prize. 

1805  This  was  a  case,  on  the  claim  of  the  ship's  company  of  the 

November  26,  c^res  privatcor,  to  share  in  salvage  decreed  to  be  paid  on  the 
recapture  of  some  British  property  on  board  this  vessel,  effected 
by  Bamaby  Vick  and  eight  others  of  the  crew  of  the  Ceres^  from 
on  board  a  prize  belonging  to  the  privateer,  which  the  said  Vick 
was  conducting  into  port  in  the  capacity  of  prize  master. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — The  facts  of  this  case  are  generally  admitted, 
and  stand  without  controversy  between  the  parties.  It  appears 
that  the  Ceres  privateer,  having  a  crew  of  100  men,  had  recaptured 
an  English  vessel,  the  Prince^  and  had  put  a  prize  master  and  eight 
men  on  board,  with  orders  to  make  Jersey  or  any  port  of  England. 


ballast  from  Hamburg,  that  they  vessel  taking  cargo  from  Tonningen, 

should  be  so  shipped  for  Spain,  &c.  which  had  been  sent  there  in  lighters, 

[1  Acton,  46.]  Also     in     the     Sophia     Elizabeth^  was  liable  to  condemnation  imless 

June  30th,  1809,  the  Lords  Com-  protected  by  certain  Orders  in  Coun- 

missioners  of  Appeal  held,   on  the  cil.    The  judgment  turned  solely  on 

authority   of    the    Maria,    that    a  the  construction  of  such  orders. 
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In  prooeeding  on  that  course  they  descried  another  vessel,  which        i®^^ 
they  considered  from  her  appearance  to  be  a  prize  in  the  possession  — 


of  the  Erench,  and  concerted  a  plan  of  recapture  with  so  happy  a    ^^^ok 
mixture  of  address  and  gallantry,  that  what  seemed  8ui  enterprise    and  Mabt 

of  apparent  danger  was  accomplished  without  any  loss.    To  all        

expressions  of  eulogium  on  the  merit  of  these  individuals  I  readily  ^ 
assent.  But  the  question  is,  whether  they  are  entitled  to  take  the 
whole  benefit  to  themselves.  I  have  always  understood  it  to  be 
the  general  practice  of  the  navy,  as  stated  by  his  Majesty's  Advo- 
cate, that  prize  interests  acquired  by  a  prize  master  on  board  fi 
captured  ship  shall  enure  to  the  benefit  of  the  whole  ship's  com- 
pany. I  am  not  aware  of  any  instance  in  which  this  rule  has  been 
recognized  or  established  by  the  decrees  of  this  Court.  It  has 
prevailed,  I  conceive,  without  judicial  authority,  on  the  general 
notion  which  has  been  entertcdned  of  the  intrinsic  equity  of  such  a 
communication  of  interest. 

With  respect  to  privateers,  the  shares  of  different  persons  con- 
cerned are  regulated  by  articles  of  agreement,  and  when  those 
articles  are  not  literally  applicable  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
capture,  their  place  must  be  supplied  by  the  principles  of  natural 
equity  and  reason 

On  these  grounds  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  reward  of  salvage 
enures  to  the  benefit  of  all  united  in  the  common  cruise,  as  part  of 
that  undertaking;  and  that  the  principle  of  reciprocal  equity 
applies  to  one  description  of  capture  as  well  as  to  another.  It 
never  could  be  the  meaning  of  the  articles  that  persons  embarked 
on  board  a  prize  ship  should  share  with  the  privateer  in  her 
captures,  and  that  the  privateer  should  not  share  with  them  in  any 
captures  which  they  might  make. 
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[6 C.Rob.  THE  HOFFNUNG  (No.  2). 

231.]  ^  ^ 

Capture^  Unlivery  of  CargoSestitution  of  Ship  and  Cargo — Bighi  of  Cargo 
Owner  to  Demand  Continuance  of  Voyage, 

The  act  of  unlivery  by  order  of  the  Court  dissolves  the  contract  of 
carriage  between  the  shipowner  and  the  cargo  owner.  The  shipowner 
is  not  bound  to  carry  on  the  cargo. 

1805  This  was  a  question  respecting  freight  decreed  to  be  a  charge 

Deemher  18,   ^^  jj^q  cargo,  which  was  ultimately  restored. 

On  the  part  of  the  owners  of  the  cargo,  the  King's  Advocate  and 
Adams  referred  to  the  Martha  {a). 

For  the  ship,  Laurence  and  Robinson, — ^It  will  be  material,  in 
the  first  instance,  to  state  the  dates.  It  appears  that  the  capture 
took  place  on  the  18th  August,  off  the  Q-oodwin  Sands.  On  the 
1st  September  the  sentence  of  restitution  of  the  ship  passed,  and  a 
commission  of  unlivery  was  taken  out  by  the  captor  on  the  same 
day. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — ^I  have  considered  this  case,  and  the  cases  which 
have  been  referred  to,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  owner  of  the 
cargo  cannot  come  back  on  the  vessel  and  demand  to  have  the 
cargo  taken  on  board  again.  The  captor,  who  succeeded  to  the 
right  of  both,  has  invoked  the  authority  of  the  Court  to  decree  a 
separation,  and  the  contract  between  them  must  be  held  to  have 
ceased  by  the  act  of  unlivery.  At  the  moment  of  separation  the 
vessel  acquires  a  right  to  proceed,  and  it  is  by  accident  only  that 
she  continues  here.  That  accident  cannot,  I  think,  have  the  effect 
of  reviving  the  contract  which  had  been  before  dissolved. 

I  am  fully  sensible  that  this  rule  may  occasionally  operate  with 
considerable  hardship  on  the  owners  of  cargoes.  But  the  proper 
remedy  for  that  inconvenience  will  be  to  insert  a  special  provision 
for  such  accidents  in  the  charter-party  {h).    Bules  of  law  being 

(a)  Anie^  p.  263,  note.  the  time  which  the  vessel  shall  be 

bound  to  wait  for  the  purpose  of 
(6)  In  some  cases,  charter-parties     carrying  on   the   cargo  in  case  of 
have  appeared  containing  a  clause  for     capture  and  subsequent  restitution. 
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in  their  nature  general,  must  in  particular  instances  sometimes        ^806 
operate  with  inconvenience.    That  inconvenience  has  been  the         19^      ' 
cause  of  introducing  many  special  covenants  into  bills  of  lading  "~"^r~ 
and  other  commercial  instruments.     I  know  of  no  other  remedy    Hopfniukj. 
that  can  be  applied  to  hardships  arising,  in  cases  of  this  description,  sirW.  Soott. 
from  the  general  principle  of  law,  which  I  must  pronounce  to  be 
that  the  act  of  unlivery  is  binding  on  the  parties,  and  must  be 
taken  to  be  decisive  in  producing  a  complete  dissolution  of  the 
contract. 


THE  L'AMITIE.  [6  0.  Rob. 

261.] 
Joint  Capture — Privateer-^Overt  Act, 

In  order  to  entitle  a  vessel  not  a  ship  of  war  to  eliare  in  a  prize,  there 
must  be  an  anirrms  cajpiendi  proved  by  some  overt  act. 


This  was  a  case  of  joint  capture  on  the  claims  of  two  privateers, 
the  Lark  and  the  General  Coote^  to  share  in  the  prize  made  by  his 
Majesty's  ship  Oannet, 

Sir  W.  Scott. — This  is  a  claim  on  the  part  of  two  privateers 
to  share  in  a  prize  which  is  admitted  to  have  been  actually  taken 
by  his  Majesty's  ship  Oannet.  The  rule  of  law  on  this  subject, 
which  has  been  long  established  in  this  Court  and  the  Court  of 
Appeals,  in  various  cases,  is  that  it  must  be  shown  on  the  part  of 
privateers  that  they  were  constructively  assisting.  The  being  in 
sight  is  not  sufficient,  with  respect  to  them,  to  raise  the  presumption 
of  co-operation  in  the  capture.  They  clothe  themselves  with  com- 
missions of  war  from  views  of  private  advantage  only.  They  are 
not  bound  to  put  their  commissions  in  use  on  every  discovery  of  an 
enemy.  And  therefore  the  law  does  not  presume  in  their  favour, 
from  the  mere  circumstance  of  being  in  sight,  that  they  were  there 
with  a  design  of  contributing  assistance  and  engaging  in  the  con- 
test. There  must  be  the  Unimm  capiendi  demonstrated  by  some 
overt  act,  by  some  variation  of  conduct,  which  would  not  have 
taken  place,  but  with  reference  to  that  particular  object,  and  if  the 
intention  of  acting  against  the  enemy  had  not  been  effectually 
entertained. 


1806 
F$hr%Mry  21. 
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[6  c.  Kob.  THE  VEOW  ANNA  CATHAEINA  (No.  2). 

269.]  ^  ' 

Capture — Ship  and  Cargo^Restoration  of  Cargo — RigM  of  Captors  to  FreigJU. 

A  captor  is  only  entitled  to  freight  if  he  brings  the  cargo  to  the  port 
of  destination. 

1806  This  was  a  case  on  the  demand  of  the  captors  to  have  freight 

March  20.     aUowcd  to  them  for  the  cargo,  or  part  of  the  cargo  of  coffee, 

claimed  for  merchants  of  Hamburg,  and  restored  to  them,  and 

afterwards  sold  in  this  country  under  a  licence  from  his  Majesty's 

Government. 

For  the  captors,  Arnold  and  Swabey. 

For  the  claimants,  the  King^a  Advocate  and  Laurence. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — The  Lords  having  permitted  this  application  to 
be  brought  here,  I  shall  not  enter  into  the  question  of  jurisdiction, 
but  take  it  as  granted  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  is  well 
founded.  The  claim  is  given  for  the  freight  of  goods  captured  on 
a  voyage  from  Batavia  to  Amsterdam,  and  carried  to  Liverpool, 
where  they  have  been  restored,  and  finally  sold  under  the  per- 
mission of  a  licence ;  and  the  demand  is  founded  on  a  suggestion 
that  they  have  been  sold  advantageously  for  the  claimants  in  this 
country,  and  at  their  particular  request. 

The  general  rule  is  well  known,  being  founded  on  very  ancient 
principles  of  law,  that  whenever  the  captor  brings  the  goods  to 
the  port  of  actual  destination,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  the  freight, 
on  the  ground  that  the  contract  has  been  fulfilled  ;  but  that  in  all 
other  cases  freight  shall  not  be  due,  although  the  ship  may  have 
performed  a  very  large  part  of  her  intended  voyage,  and  so  large 
a  portion  as  to  raise  at  first  sight  an  appearance  of  hardship  and 
injustice  in  the  refusal  of  freight,  and  to  suggest  a  doubt  whether 
it  might  not  be  a  better  rule  to  allow  a  proportion  of  height  pro  raid 
iiinei'is  peracti.  But  I  am  very  certain  that  such  a  rule,  if  fully 
considered,  would  be  found  to  be  productive  of  much  practical 
injustice,  and  would  lead  to  endless  litigation  and  uncertainly  in 
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the  discussion  of  the  partioular  circumstanoes  that  would  be  reKed        ^^^^ 
on  in  every  case.    The  ancient  rule  of  practice,  therefore,  is  one  to 


which  the  Court  may  be  allowed  to  adhere  with  much  rational  yB/t^^xvA. 
bigotry.  The  only  exception  which  has  been  admitted  in  this  Cathaeina. 
Court  is  that  of  the  Dutch  ships  (a),  in  which  the  claimants,  beiog  sir  W.  Scott. 
British  subjects,  who  were  deeply  engaged  in  bringing  their 
effects  from  the  Dutch  islands,  had  made  an  affidavit,  for  the 
purpose  of  fortifying  their  claims,  that  it  was  their  original  wish 
and  intention  that  the  property  should  have  been  brought  to  this 
country,  but  that  they  had  been  compelled,  by  the  policy  of 
Holland,  to  accept  a  consignment  to  Dutch  ports.  In  these  cases 
the  Court  did  not  look  so  much  to  the  advantage  that  the  claimant 
had  derived,  though  there  might  be  reason  to  presume  that  the 
destination  was  not  disadvantageous,  as  that  the  delivery  was  made 
ultimately  in  the  port  of  their  original  election.  In  Mr.  Constant's 
case  there  was  no  original  intention  to  sell  the  goods  here,  but 
they  were  afterwards  sold ;  and  though  he  had  himself  fixed  his 
residence  in  this  country,  the  Court  of  Appeal  did  not  think  that 
circumstance  sufficient  to  vary  the  application  of  the  general  rule. 

In  the  present  case  there  was  no  original  wish  to  sell  in  this 
country.  The  cargo  was  brought  in  by  force  to  Liverpool,  and 
after  restitution  the  claimants  elected  to  sell  there,  combining 
many  considerations  of  further  difficulty  and  expense  in  hiring 
other  vessels  to  carry  it  on  to  Holland.  The  possible  advantage  or 
disadvantage  of  such  an  interruption  of  the  original  voyage  is  but 
an  accidental  circumstance  to  which  the  Court  will  but  slightiy 
attend.  It  would  introduce  a  labyrinth  of  minute  considerations, 
through  which  the  Court  could  not  find  its  way.  Sometimes  the 
advantage  would  be  on  the  side  of  the  vessel  and  sometimes 
on  that  of  the  cargo..  I  see  no  sufficient  ground  of  distinction  to 
support  this  demand,  and  therefore  I  reject  the  prayer. 

(a)  The  IHcma,  ante,  p.  424. 
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Recapture — Derelict — Amount  of  Salvage. 

If  a  Britisli  yessel  in  a  derelict  state  is  recaptured,  the  Court  will 
award  a  larger  amount  of  salvage  than  is  presented  by  the  Prize  Act. 

1806  This  was  a  question  on  the  recovery  of  a  British  vessel,  with  a 

ApHlu.      cargo  of  timber,  &c.  (a),  which  had  been  captured  by  a  French 
July  14.      privateer,  but  was  found  abandoned  at  sea,  with  a  fire  burning  in 
her  cabin,  by  the  Kite  sloop. 

On  the  part  of  the  recaptor,  the  Kingh  Advocate  contended  that 
it  was  not  merely  a  case  of  salvage  on  recapture,  but  that  it 
approached  rather  to  the  nature  of  derelict,  as  the  vessel  was 
abandoned  and  left  at  the  peril  of  perishing  by  fire  as  well  as  by 
the  waves ;  that  in  such  a  case  the  Court  would  not  consider  itself 
restricted  to  the  rate  of  salvage  prescribed  by  the  Prize  Act,  but 
would  allow  a  larger  reward. 

On  the  part  of  the  British  owner,  Swabey  contended  that  it  was 
to  be  considered  only  as  a  ease  of  salvage  on  recapture. 

Court. — What  I  shall  do  at  present  will  be  to  pronounce  for  the 
rate  of  salvage  due  imder  the  Act,  since  the  salvors  are  unques- 
tionably entitled  to  that.  If,  on  further  information,  it  can  be 
shown  to  be  distinguishable  from  other  cases  of  recapture,  I  shall 
permit  that  question  to  come  on  again.  If  the  case  had  rested 
upon  the  depositions  alone,  it  would  have  borne  the  appearance  of 
a  case  of  derelict,  because  there  is  in  them  no  mention  of  recapture. 
But  the  aflSdavit  of  the  officer  who  brings  in  the  papers  describes  it 
as  a  recapture,  and  in  that  view  the  recaptors  will  not  be  entitled 
to  more  than  the  war  salvage. 

(July  14th,  1807.) 

This  cause  came  before  the  Court  again  on  the  affidavit  of  the 
master  of  the  OagCy  made  at  Yerdun,  he  being  then  a  prisoner 
in  France.    The  affidavit  stated  only  that  his  vessel  had  been 

(a)  Value  of  ship  and  cargo  as  admitted,  1,002/.  10«. 
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captured^  and  that  lie  had  been  taken  on  board  the  French 
privateer,  and  carried  into  Calais.  It  did  not  fix  the  time  of 
abandonment,  or  establish  the  fact  whether  the  enemy  were  on  juiyu. 
board  when  the  British  cruiser  was  first  descried,  so  as  to  show 
that  the  prize  had  been  abandoned  on  that  account.  On  the 
contrary,  in  a  letter  from  him  of  the  21st  February,  1806,  ex- 
hibited on  the  former  hearing,  he  appeared  to  have  been  altogether 
ignorant  of  the  fate  of  his  vessel,  stating,  ^^  I  was  taken  on  the 
24th  February  by  a  lugger,  but  I  believe  the  Oage  was  retaken 
and  carried  into  Dover,  but  I  cannot  tell."  Under  these  circum- 
stances the  Court  held  the  case  not  to  fall  under  the  restrictions  of 
the  Prize  Act,  and  allowed  a  salvage  of  one-fourth  (a). 


THE  WASHINGTON.  "^^^isT* 

Capture — Convenient  Fort — Duty  of  Captors — Damages, 

Captors  are  bound  to  take  a  captured  vessel  to  a  convenient  port.  A 
port  not  of  sufficient  capacity  to  admit  the  captured  vessel  without 
unloading  her  cargo : — Held,  not  to  be  a  convenient  port,  and  that  the 
captors  were  liable  in  costs  and  damages  (6). 

This  was  a  case  on  a  demand  for  costs  and  damages  against  the        isoe 
captors  for  losses  sustained  by  the  ship  being  carried  to  Jersey,  a     ^^^  ^^' 
place,  as  suggested,  not  fit  for  the  reception  of  vessels  of  that 
burthen.  • 

Sir  "W.  Scott. — This  is  a  question  of  damage  sustained  by  a 
vessel  coming  from  Monte  Video  to  London,  as  it  turned  out,  with 
a  large  cargo,  documented  generally  as  belonging  to  persons  in 
America,  but  of  which  a  considerable  part  has  been  claimed  for 
merchants  in  London.  The  vessel  had  sailed  from  the  colony  of 
the  enemy  after  hostilities.  Considering  the  general  circumstances 
of  the  case,  therefore,  and  that  the  property  did  not  clearly  appear, 

(ff)  So  in  the  case  of  the  Lamhton,  Besistance,    without   any   cargo   on 

29th  October,  1807,  which  was  a  case  board,  and  claimed  on  salvage  as 

of  a  small  British  ship  of  100  tons,  recaptured, 

found  at  sea  by  his  Majesty's  ship  {h)  See  ante,  p.  437. 
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1806         I  am  of  opinion  that  the  captors  were  justified  in  the  act  of  seizure, 

! —  and  that  it  was  not  an  unreasonable  curiosity  on  their  part  to 

Wab^^toh    ^^S  ^^^  question  of  property  to  judicial  investigation,  and  to  take 

the  benefit  of  any  question  of  law  that  might  arise  out  of  the  facts. 

The  original  seizure,  therefore,  was,  in  my  opinion,  justifiable; 
and  the  question  for  the  consideration  of  the  Court  now  is,  whether 
the  vessel  has  been  so  treated  in  the  custody  of  the  captors  as  to 
exonerate  them  from  subsequent  responsibility. 

The  first  duty  of  captors,  according  to  the  instructions,  is  to 
bring  their  prize  "  to  some  convenient  port."  Convenient  is  a  large 
and  general  term,  leaving  a  certain  latitude  of  discretion,  but  a 
discretion  to  be  cautiously  exercised  and  with  reference  to  the  view 
which  the  Crown  itself  must  be  supposed  to  have  entertained  in 
issuing  the  instructions.  Conveniences  are  of  different  kinds, 
some  of  a  slighter  nature,  others  almost  indispensable.  Among 
the  most  important  must  be  considered  that  of  bringing  a  vessel 
to  a  port  where  she  may  lie  in  safety,  since  that  cannot  unques- 
tionably be  deemed  a  convenient  port  which  does  not  afFord  security 
and  protection  to  the  property  that  is  brought  in.  An  open  road, 
for  instance,  where  the  ship  may  be  occasionally  exposed  to  the 
weather,  cannot  be  a  place  of  security.  It  is,  therefore,  quite 
impossible  that  it  should  be  considered  as  a  convenient  port  for  the 
preservation  of  property. 

Another  material  ingredient  of  convenience  will  be,  that  the 
port  shall  be  of  sufficient  capacity  to  admit  vessels  to  enter  without 
unloading  their  cargo^,  since  it  is  the  intention  of  the  legislature 
that  bulk  shall  not  be  broken.  If  there  is  not  depth  of  water  to 
allow  the  vessels  to  lie  without  taking  out  the  cargo,  non  erit  his  locus  ; 
since  captors  are  not  to  meddle  with  the  cargo  in  any  manner 
without  the  authority  of  the  Court,  which  cannot  be  exercised  until 
the  vessel  has  been  brought  into  port. 

It  is  also  highly  desirable  that  the  port  should  be  a  place  whioh 
holds  ready  commimication  with  the  tribunals  which  have  to  decide 
on  questions  arising  out  of  the  capture,  that  the  parties  may  have 
access  to  advice  and  may  be  enabled  to  obtain  the  neoessaiy  in- 
formation, and  that  the  directions  of  the  Court  of  Admirally  may 
be  carried  into  effect  with  dispatch.  For  all  these  purposes  it  can- 
not be  supposed  that  Shetland,  for  instance,  or  St.  Kilda,  could  be 
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deemed  oonyenient  ports  for  vessels  that  have  to  wait  for  adjudioa-        1BO6 
tion  in  the  Admiralty  Court  of  England.    These  are  the  leading       ^^ 
points  of  consideration,  and  may  be  deemed  indispensable.  Thb 

On  the  other  hand,  there  may  be  conveniences  of  a  subordinate 
nature  in  favour  of  the  captor,  which  may  be  also  very  deserving 
of  attention  when  they  do  not  interfere  with  those  of  higher 
moment.  For  instance,  that  owners  of  privateers  may  elect  their 
own  port  is  but  a  reasonable  advantage  in  itself,  when  kept  within 
proper  limits  and  not  suffered  to  predominate  over  the  interests  of 
other  persons,  and  more  especially  over  those  general  purposes  of 
public  justice,  to  which  the  Court  is  principally  bound  to  attend. 
The  privilege  of  electing  their  own  ports  is  a  convenience  which 
may  be  allowed  ccBferia  paribm  ;  and  it  is  one  in  which  the  Court 
will  be  disposed  to  support  them,  when  it  does  not  become  the 
cause  of  greater  inconvenience  to  others.  But  the  just  limits  of 
this  personal  accommodation  are  to  be  distinctly  observed ;  it  is 
not  an  object  to  be  pursued  indiscriminately  for  the  mere  profit  of 
agency  and  commission,  in  neglect  of  other  considerations  of  higher 
or  more  general  importance. 

In  the  present  case,  the  port  to  which  the  vessel  was  carried, 
which  was  that  of  Jersey,  is  not  altogether  without  objection, 
arising  from  a  want  of  opportunity  of  intercourse  with  this  Court ; 
which  renders  it,  in  that  respect,  not  so  convenient  for  the  general 
dispatch  of  business  as  the  out-ports  of  this  kingdom.  That  incon- 
venience, however,  if  not  increased  by  further  neglect  of  due 
diligence  and  attention  to  the  general  interests  concerned,  is  not  so 
great  as  to  induce  the  Court  to  overrule  the  indulgence  which  has 
usually  been  granted  to  the  privateers  of  that  island,  and  the 
neighbouring  islands,  of  carrying  their  prizes  to  their  own  ports. 
They  are  places  of  great  martial  enterprise,  and  of  important 
service  to  the  State,  from  their  local  advantages  and  from  their 
exertions  in  time  of  war.  The  privateers  of  these  islands  have  in 
practice  been  always  permitted  to  carry  their  prizes  to  their  own 
ports,  and  therefore  it  is  not  to  be  said,  generally,  that  it  is  not  a 
proper  exercise  of  the  discretion  reposed  in  them,  or  that  they 
should  be  compelled  in  all  cases  to  bring  their  prizes  into  the  ports 
of  this  country. 

But  there  is  enough,  on  the  captors'  own  showing,  to  convince 
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1806        the  Court  that  the  port  of  Jersey  was  on  other  grounds  an  im- 

— ?— ! proper  port  for  a  vessel  of  this  description.     It  was  a  vessel  of 

Thb  900  tons,  of  a  hurthen  beyond  what  that  port  was  capable  of 
receiving.  It  must  have  been  obvious  that  such  a  vessel  ought  not 
to  have  been  carried  there,  or,  at  least,  that  she  should  not  have 
been  detained  there  in  opposition  to  the  request  so  repeatedly  made 
for  her  removal.  She  might  have  been  taken  to  some  port  of 
England,  or,  what  would  have  been  most  proper,  on  the  informa- 
tion which  was  received  she  might  have  been  sent  to  London, 
which  has  turned  out  to  be  the  place  of  her  actual  destination.  I 
do  not  say  that  a  privateer  is  bound  to  rest  entirely  on  the 
veracity  of  the  neutral  master,  because,  if  ships  were  to  be 
released  immediately  on  the  good  faith  of  such  representations, 
I  am  persuaded  the  sanctity  of  that  faith  would  be  very  frequently 
violated.  But  the  assertion  of  the  actual  destination  to  London 
might  at  least  have  suggested  to  the  captors  the  propriety  of 
making  inquiries  by  their  correspondents  in  London,  and  if  by 
writing  to  London  they  had  ascertained  the  truth  of  the  asserted 
destination,  it  would  have  been  expedient  then  to  have  acquiesced 
in  the  removal,  on  a  just  view  of  the  convenience  of  all  parties. 
For  if  such  a  state  of  facts  had  been  presented  to  the  notice  of  the 
Court,  it  would  undoubtedly  have  held  itself  boimd  to  order  the 
removal  for  the  general  benefit  of  the  property  concerned. 

[The  Court  then  examined  the  facilities  of  Jersey  for  receiving 
this  vessel  in  an  inner  harbour,  and  found  that  they  were  not  such 
as  were  necessary  for  a  vessel  of  the  size  of  the  Washington^  and 
that  she  should  have  been  taken  to  some  other  port,  and  concluded.] 

From  the  neglect  of  due  precaution  in  this  respect,  loss  has  been 
sustained,  and  therefore  I  shall  refer  the  question  of  damage  to  the 
registrar  and  merchants  under  the  observations  which  I  have  made. 
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282.] 

Capture — Droits  of  Admiralty — Bight  of  Groum. 

Enemy  yessels  which  come  into  port  from  a  cause  other  than  one 
caused  by  war,  and  are  seized  in  port,  belong  to  the  Lord  High  Admiral. 

This  was  a  question  of  droits  of  Admiialtyy  as  to  a  Frencli  sliip  ^^^^ 
which  had  sailed  from  Europe  to  the  Isle  of  France,  prior  to  the  jiprn  22/ 
declaration  of  hostilities  in  March,  1803,  and  had  been  captured 
off  Pondicherry  by  the  Fox  cutter  and  carried  to  Negapatam,  but 
had  been  released  &om  capture  there  by  an  order  from  the  English 
admiral  of  the  station  in  those  seas,  and  was  lying  in  the  road  of 
Negapatam  when  a  second  seizure  was  made,  7th  September,  1803, 
on  the  part  of  his  Majesty's  ship  SheemesSf  who  brought  the  prize 
to  England,  and  proceeded  to  adjudication.  On  these  facts  ap- 
pearing in  the  depositions,  a  claim  was  directed  to  be  interposed  on 
the  part  of  the  Admiralty  as  for  a  droit  of  Admiralty  seized  in 
port  subsequent  to  hostilities. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — This  ship  was  taken  as  an  undoubted  French 
ship  and  with  a  French  cargo  on  board,  and  therefore  both  were 
unquestionably  subject  to  condemnation.  But  when  the  case  came 
before  the  Court  in  the  first  instance,  something  appeared  in  the 
depositions  which  showed  that  there  might  possibly  be  an  interest 
accruing  to  the  Admiralty  from  the  circumstances  attending  the 
capture.  The  Court,  therefore,  conceived  it  to  be  its  duty  to 
condemn  only  generally,  and  directed  notice  to  be  given  to  the 
officers  of  the  Admiralty,  in  order  to  afford  them  an  opportunity 
of  sustaining  such  an  interest  if  it  should  appear  advisable.  It 
would,  indeed,  have  been  a  gross  dereliction  of  duty  in  the  Court 
not  to  have  used  that  precaution.  Because  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
Court  of  Justice  to  take  notice  of  all  interests  that  appear  to  result 
from  the  evidence  before  it,  and  not  to  suffer  any  persons  to  be 
precluded  from  asserting  their  just  demands  from  want  of  notice 
of  any  facts  that  may  have  transpired  in  the  course  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, and  may  have  come  to  the  observation  of  the  Court.  If 
the  original  proceedings  had  been  instituted  on  the  part  of  the 
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1806        Admiraltj,  and  it  had  appeared  that  the  individual  captor  might 

April  22.'     ^  interested,  it  would  have  been  equally  the  duty  of  the  Court  to 

ThbMabia~  ^^^  preserved  his  rights,  and  not  to  have  shut  him  out  from  an 

Fbahooisb.     opportunity  of  interposing  his  daim.     It  was  a  most  extraordinary 

SirW.  ScotL   proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  actual  captor,  that  because  the 

registrar  had  entered  the  decree  of  condemnation,  without  noticing 

the  direction  which  was  afterwards  given  for  suspending  it,  upon 

the  notice  taken  of  these  circumstances  so  appearing,  a  complaint 

should  be  raised  against  the  Eong's  proctor,  the  officer  of  the 

Crown,  that  he  did  not  take  advantage  of  a  sentence  so  passed, 

and  make  a  dishonest  use  of  a  mere  act  of  inadvertency  in  the 

officer  of  the  Court.    The  King's  proctor  would  have  deserted  his 

duty  as  a  practiser  in  the  Court  if  his  conduct  had  not  been  exactly 

what  it  was ;  and  the  complaint  against  him  is  founded  in  a  gross 

misconception  of  the  nature  of  that  duty  (a). 

We  now  come  to  the  question  of  interest,  whether  this  prize  is 
to  be  condemned  to  the  captor,  or  as  a  droit  of  office  to  the  Lord 
High  Admiral,  or,  as  that  office  is  now  constituted  in  practice,  to 
the  King  in  his  office  of  Admiralty.  It  is  well  known  that 
formerly  there  was  a  Lord  High  Admiral,  who  now  exists  only  in 
contemplation  of  law.  All  rights  of  prize  belong  originally  to  the 
Crown,  and  the  beneficial  interest  derived  to  others  can  proceed 
only  from  the  grant  of  the  Crown.  It  was  thought  expedient  to 
assign  a  certain  portion  of  those  rights  to  maintain  the  dignity  of 
the  Lord  High  Admiral ;  but  during  the  civil  wars,  those  ancient 
grants  had  grown  into  obscurity;  and  it  is  observed  by  Sir  Leoline 
Jenkins,  that  it  had  been  the  policy  of  the  usurper  to  expunge  as 
much  as  possible  from  record  the  very  name  and  office  of  Lord 
High  Admiral  (6),  and  all  rights  belonging  to  it.     At  the  restora- 


(a)  These  observations  were  thrown 
out  in  allusion  to  the  former  proceed- 
ings in  this  cause.  On  the  facts 
above  stated  by  the  Coiurt,  the  captor 
had  considered  himself  aggrieved  by 
not  having  the  copy  of  the  sentence 
delivered  to  him,  and  had  directed 
an  appearance  to  be  given  by  his 
own  proctor  to  assert  his  interest,  in 
opposition  to  the  King's  proctor,  in 


whose  hands  the  care  and  manage- 
ment of  the  case  was  officially  lodged. 
On  a  motion  being  made  to  that 
effect,  the  Court  adverted  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  and  dismissed 
the  Implication  with  strong  disappro- 
bation of  the  measures  which  had 
been  pursued. 

{b)  The    Earl    of    Warwick   was 
appointed  Lord  High  Admiral  by  the 
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tion,  therefore,  it  became  necessary  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the        I8O6 
nature  of  those  rights,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  their  just     jipHi  22. 


limits.    The  discussion  that  took  place  respecting  them  is  recorded   ,„_  „ 

,  —     _,  THB  MATtTA 

in  the  works  of  Sir  Leoline  Jenkins ;  and  I  think  it  does  appear  Fsahooisb. 
from  the  history  of  that  transaction,  that  the  nature  and  distinction  sirW.  Soott. 
of  those  rights  had  been  very  much  obliterated  in  the  minds  of 
those  who  might  be  expected  to  be  best  acquainted  with  them.  For 
the  opinions  that  are  reported  to  have  been  held  by  persons  of 
eminence  in  this  profession  at  that  time  are  in  no  trifling  degree  at 
yariance  with  each  other,  and  contradictory  to  the  understanding 
which  has  now  for  a  long  time  universally  prevailed. 

Very  few  passages  from  Sir  Leoline  Jenkins  will  be  sufficient  to 
justify  this  remark.  In  the  first  letter  on  this  subject,  the  right 
of  seizure  in  port  is  supposed  not  to  belong  to  the  Lord  High 
Admiral,  in  prejudice  of  King's  ships,  though  nothing  is  more 
established  now  than  that  such  perquisites  belong  to  the  Lord 
High  Admiral  in  exclusion  of  King's  ships,  as  well  as  of  others. 
It  is  said,  also,  ^^  that  this  right  in  port  does  not  appear  to  be  in 
the  Lord  High  Admiral,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  King's  own  ships, 
either  by  patent  or  prescription,"  which  if  taken  separately  might 
appear  to  impugn  a  principle  now  most  clearly  understood,  that 
these  claims  of  special  privilege,  on  the  part  of  the  Lord  High 
Admiral,  can  have  no  other  legal  origin  than  the  grant  of  the 
Crown.  The  meaning,  however,  which  the  words  of  that  learned 
person,  as  explained  by  subsequent  passages,  were  intended  to 
convey  (a),  is  not  chargeable  with  any  inaccuracy  on  this  point. 


Parliament.  He  resigned  under  an 
ordinance  that  members  should  have 
no  employmente,  April  15th,  1645; 
was  appointed  again  by  the  Commons, 
28th  April,  1645 ;  was  deprived 
finally,  23rd  February,  1648,  under 
an  ordinance  that  ''that  office  and 
the  wardenship  of  the  Cinque  Ports 
should  be  executed  by  the  Coimcil 
of  State,  appointed  by  the  authority 
of  Parliament":  Scobel,  February 
23rd,  1648. 

(a)  Sir  Leoline  Jenkins  is  to  be 
understood   as   saying,    ''that   the 

R. 


patent  granted  only  hona  cam  fortuito 
r^perta"  that  the  extending  it  to  hona 
inimieorum  was  an  extension  of  the 
grant  by  interpretation  imder  the 
late  regulations.  In  that  sense  he 
explains  himself,  "  not  by  patent,  for 
the  words  hona  inimieorum  casu  for~ 
tuito  reperta  do  refer  as  well  to  the 
open  sea  (and  then  the  admiral  claims 
not  against  the  £ing*s  ships)  as  to 
the  ports."  "  Not  by  prescription,  for 
in  the  two  precedents,  which  is  all  I 
yet  find  of  enemies'  goods  seized  in 
port   and    adjudged    to    the   Lord 
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1806        and  therefore  I  dwell  on  this  observation  no  further  than  may  be 
A^ii  22.      necessary  to  obviate  the  danger  of  misconception  on  a  subject  of 
~1     ~         public  importance.    In  the  account  (a)  of  the  discussion  which 
FBAK00I8B.     afterwards  took  place,  this  eminent  person  has  recorded  the  traces 
SirW.  Soott.   of  other  opinions,  which  it  is  not  so  easy  to  reconcile  to  the  more 
correct  view  which  is,  I  conceive,  properly  to  be  taken  of  this 
subject.    He  says,  '*  We  all  agree  that  his  Majesty  has  not  any 
interests  in  such  ships  and  goods  belonging  to  enemies  as  are  taken 
and  brought  in  by  any  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  who  are  not  em- 
ployed in  the  King's  ships  or  in  private  men-of-war." 

But  we  differ  only  in  this  circumstance.  Sir  R.  Wiseman  is  of 
opinion  that  such  ships  and  goods  ought  to  be  condemned  to  the 
taker ;  Sir  W.  Turner  and  myself  "  to  the  Lord  High  Admiral." 
Here,  again,  is  an  opinion  wholly  untenable  in  favour  of  non- 
commissioned captors;  for  that  they  should  hold  any  interest  to  be 
vested  in  the  taker,  originally,  and  in  opposition  to  the  rights  of 
the  Crown,  is  so  contrary  to  the  true  doctrine  on  this  subject,  that 
it  shows,  I  think,  most  strongly  that  all  legal  consideration  of 
these  matters  had  gone  much  into  a  state  of  desuetude ;  and  it  is 
not  easy  to  reconcile  the  opinions  there  stated  with  any  view  of  the 
subject  which  we  can  now  form,  looking  either  to  the  general 
principles  on  which  alone  such  rights  could  originally  be  founded, 
or  to  the  opinions  which  have,  in  later  times,  been  universally 
entertained  respecting  them. 

It  is  stated  also  in  another  plcice,  ^^  We  agree  that  enemies'  ships 
that  come  in  voluntarily  to  his  Majesty's  ports,  or  are  driven  in 


Admiral,  it  does  not  appear  by  whom 
the  seizure  was  made  in  the  one  at 
Swansea,  and  it  is  express  the  vice- 
admiral  made  the  other  in  the  Isle  of 
Wight."  So  also  in  another  place : 
his  words  are, '  *  before  this  regulation 
be  applied  to  the  fact,  it  wHl,  I  sup- 
pose, be  granted  without  difficulty, 
that  there  is  nothing  new  granted  to 
the  admiral  by  this  regulation,  only 
his  patent  is  explained,  and  his  right, 
which  was  in  part  acknowledged  in 
an  Order  of  Council,  December  14th, 
1664,  is  more  expressly  declared  as 


to  h(ma  intmicorum.  The  Lord  High 
Admiral  has  bona  intmicorum  pro 
derelictis  habOa  $eu  casu  fortuxto  re- 
peria  within  his  jurisdiction  granted 
to  him  by  patent ;  and  by  the  same 
regulation,  March  6th,  1665,  his  right 
is  declared  to  extend  to  enemies'  ships 
coming  into  port  by  stress  of  weather 
or  other  accidents;  so  it  is  if  they 
come  in  by  mistake  of  port,  or  not 
knowing  of  the  war":  Sir  Leoline 
Jenkins,  vol.  ii.  p.  742. 

(a)  Page  767. 
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thither  by  stress  of  weather  or  other  aoddentSi  do  belong  to  the        I8O6 
Lord  High  Admiral,  if  his  officers  or  those  of  the  custom-house,  or     ^^i  22.' 
indeed  any  other,  do  seize  them.     This  Sir  R.  Wiseman  would  ~~ 
have  imderstood  to  be  without  prejudice  to  the  Bang's  men-of-    Franooise. 
war  '* ;  whereas  it  is  not  now  pretended  that  they  constitute  any  sirW.  Soott. 
ground  of  exception  whatever.    He  proceeds, "  and  Sir  W.  Turner 
is  contented  it  should  be  so,  provided  the  men-of-war  make  the 
first  seizure  in  the  pursuit  of  an  enemy ;  and  these  restrictions,  he 
says,  I  do  also  submit  to  as  very  reasonable  in  this  case."    Not  as 
collecting  the  traces  of  former  practice,  but  asserting  only  what 
appeared  consonant  to  the  reason  and  equity  of  the  case. 

On  all  these  points,  it  is  impossible  not  to  observe  that  the 
opinions  of  those  eminent  persons,  who  are  not  to  be  named  in 
this  Court  without  great  respect,  are  so  inconsistent,  so  opposite  to 
the  Order  made  in  Council,  and  the  interpretation  which  that  Order 
has  always  received,  that  we  are  induced  to  conclude  that  they  were 
speaking  on  a  subject  which  had  gone  into  some  disuse  and  conse- 
quent oblivion,  and  on  which  they  had  not  refreshed  their  memories 
by  recurring  to  any  traces  that  then  existed  of  the  more  ancient 
practice;  that  their  opinions  can  afEord  but  little  light  for  our 
guide  in  the  present  times,  and  therefore  that  the  true  rule  must 
now  be  taken  from  the  Order  of  Council  of  1665. 

It  appears  to  me,  I  confess,  from  the  tenor  of  this  Order,  that 
the  distinction  between  the  Admiral  and  rights  of  the  Crown  is 
founded  in  this — ^that  when  vessels  come  in,  not  imder  any  motive 
arising  out  of  the  occasions  of  war,  but  from  distress  of  weather, 
or  want  of  provisions,  or  from  ignorance  of  war,  and  are  seized  in 
port,  they  belong  to  the  Lord  High  Admiral ;  but  where  the  hand 
of  violence  has  been  exercised  upon  them,  where  the  impression 
arises  from  a^  connected  with  war,  from  revolt  of  their  own  crew, 
or  from  being  forced  or  driven  in  by  the  King's  ships,  they  belong 
to  the  Crown.  This  is  the  broad  distinction  which  is  laid  down  in 
the  Order  of  Council,  and  which  has  since  been  invariably  observed. 

It  is  an  opinion  which  I  have  occasionally  thrown  out,  that  the 
rights  of  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  though  they  are  to  be  duly 
supported,  are  not  to  be  extended  by  construction ;  and  for  these 
reasons,  that  the  grants  of  the  Crown  differ  in  this  respect  from 
other  grants,  that  they  are  to  be  taken  strictly,  and  are  not  to  be 
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1306         interpreted  to  the  benefit  of  the  grantee ;  and  seoondlj,  that  the 
April  22.'     rights  of  the  Grown,  being  public  rights,  deposited  there  for  great 
~     ~  public  purposes,  are  not  to  be  alienated  beyond  the  precise  tenor 

Fbanooisb.^  of  the  grant.  It  is  said  that  the  captors  are  grantees  also,  and 
9irW.  Soott.  ^^^  their  claims  stand  in  that  respect  on  the  same  footing  with 
those  of  the  Lord  High  Admiral ;  but  that  description  of  them  is 
subject  to  an  essential  distinction.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  to  be 
recollected  that  the  grant  to  the  Lord  High  Admiral  was  made  at 
a  time  when  that  office  was  on  a  footing  which  the  present  state  of 
society  and  modem  policy  would  scarcely  suffer  to  exist.  It  is  an 
establishment  of  ancient  times,  but  little  adapted  to  reasons  of 
modem  convenience.  This  at  least  we  may  presume,  that  if  such 
an  office  was  to  be  now  instituted,  some  other  mode  of  providing 
for  its  support  would  be  resorted  to  than  that  of  perquisites,  which 
are  so  fiuctuating  in  their  own  nature,  which  supply  no  regular 
fund  for  a  permanent  establishment,  and  are  in  no  manner  adapted 
to  the  exigencies  of  the  public  service.  The  grant,  which  is  now 
made  to  those  who  by  a  commission  execute  that  office,  is  accom- 
modated to  the  necessities  of  the  present  times,  and  is  directed 
under  the  view  of  the  legislature  attending  to  these  present 
necessities,  and  to  purposes  of  national  concern. 

Another  distinction  of  rather  a  more  legal  nature  is,  that  the 
grant  to  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  whatever  it  conveys,  carries  with 
it  a  total  and  perpetual  alienation  of  the  rights  of  the  Grown. 
They  are  gone  for  ever,  and  separated  from  thd  Grown,  and  nothing 
short  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  can  restore  them;  whereas  the  grant 
to  captors  is  nothing  more  than  a  mere  temporary  transfer  of  the 
beneficial  interest.  The  Grown  would  not  be  chargeable  with  a 
violation  of  any  public  law,  if  it  did  not  issue  the  grant;  and 
though  the  practice  of  issuing  it  after  the  commencement  of  every 
war  has  been  so  constant  in  later  times  as  to  authorize  the  expecta- 
tion  of  the  continuance,  it  still  is  to  be  considered  as  the  occasional 
act  of  the  Grown's  bounty,  by  which  not  the  right  but  the  mere 
beneficisd  interest  of  prize  is  conveyed  for  a  time ;  but  to  return  to 
the  Grown  and  there  to  remain  till  again  conveyed  by  a  fresh  act 
of  royal  liberality.  Against  such  captors  standing  on  an  interest 
of  that  species  the  construction  is  the  same  as  it  would  be  against 
the  Grown  itself;  because  they  cannot  be  pronounced  against 
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without  pronoonoing,  in  e£Peot,  that  a  perpetual  alienation  of  the        1S06 
Crown's  right  to  prize  taken  under  such  oiroumstanoes  had  already     ^^/  22/ 


been  made  to  the  Lord  High  Admiral.  .p^  Maeia 

Having  premised  these  general  observations,  I  come  now  to  the  ^^^^bb. 
matter  of  fact.  It  is  not  very  distinctly  ascertained  where  the  Si^W.  Scott. 
capture  was  made,  since  there  are  not  less  than  three  or  four 
representations  which  by  no  means  agree  with  each  other.  One 
French  witness  deposes  "that  they  were  taken  in  port  at  Nega- 
patam";  a  second,  "that  they  were  taken  at  Negapatam";  the 
third  states  "that  they  had  been  seized  and  brought  to  Negapatam, 
where  they  were  released,  and  that  after  twenty  days  they  were 
captured,  whilst  lying  in  the  road  of  Negapatam,"  that  is,  not  in 
port,  but  in  the  road  of  Negapatam.  Then  comes  the  account 
contained  in  the  affidavit  of  Captain  Land,  the  actual  captor,  "that 
she  was  seized  three  or  four  miles  from  the  shore,  and  not  within 
gunshot,  and  that  the  road  is  no  other  than  the  common  anchorage 
ground,  which  extends  along  the  coast  of  Coromandel  for  two  or 
three  hundred  miles."  These  are  four  separate  and  contrary 
representations.  On  the  question  of  locality,  then,  the  description 
which  is  given  of  the  place  of  capture  is  not  so  accurate  as  to  enable 
the  Court  to  draw  any  very  satisfactory  conclusions  from  it.  With 
respect  to  captures  in  roads  generally,  it  must  be  understood  that 
to  raise  a  question  of  this  kind,  a  road  must  at  least  be  so  con- 
nected with  the  common  uses  of  the  port  as  to  constitute  a  part  of 
the  port  in  which  the  capture  is  alleged  to  have  been  made.  We 
all  know  that  there  are  roads  along  many  parts  of  the  coast  of  this 
kingdom  which  make  no  part  of  any  port.  The  port  of  Yarmouth 
is  veiy  different  from  the  roads  of  Yarmouth ;  and  I  am  not  aware 
of  any  case  in  which  a  ship  lying  merely  at  anchor  in  a  road, 
without  being  protected  by  points  of  lands,  has  been  held  to  support 
a  claim  of  this  nature  on  the  part  of  the  Admiralty.  It  is  not 
enough  that  ships  should  anchor  there  for  a  short  stay.  It  must, 
I  conceive,  be  the  place  where  vessels  not  only  arrive,  but  take  up 
their  station  for  the  purpose  of  unlivering  their  cargoes  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  commerce.  If  it  were  necessary  to  decide  on 
this  point  I  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  exact  nature  of  the  place 
of  capture  was  not  so  defined  as  to  enable  the  Court  to  pronounce 
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1806        for  the  olaiin  of  the  Admiralty,  in  opposition  to  the  general  interest 
April  22.      ^f  ^®  captor  Tinder  the  Prize  Act. 
__,,  Another  topic  which  has  been  discussed  is,  whether  this  settle- 

The  Mabia.  ^         ^  .... 

Ebanooiss.  ment  could  be  considered  as  part  of  the  British  territories,  being, 
SirW.  Soott.  fts  it  is  described,  only  a  possession  of  the  East  India  Company  for 
the  purposes  of  trade.  On  this  point  the  inclination  of  my  opinion 
is,  that  since  the  possessions  of  the  East  India  Company  have  been 
BO  incorporated  with  the  rights  and  interests  of  this  kingdom,  the 
claims  of  the  Lord  High  Admiral  would  extend  to  them,  and 
would  attach  on  seizures  made  in  that  part  of  the  world,  as  well 
as  in  other  ports.  This  is  a  question,  however,  which  has  not  been 
directly  decided,  nor,  perhaps,  ought  it  to  be  until  some  case  occurs 
which  may  render  it  necessary  to  consider  fully  and  with  due 
deliberation  all  the  consequences  that  may  be  involved  in  it.  The 
only  point  which  remains  to  be  considered  is  that  on  which  I  have 
already  made  some  observations,  viz.,  that  this  ship  did  not  come 
into  port  through  ignorance,  or  under  inducements  unconnected 
with  exertions  of  a  military  nature,  but  that  she  was  driven  or 
forced  in  by  one  of  his  Majesty's  ships.  This  is  what  appears  to 
me  to  be  specially  reserved  in  the  Order  of  Council.  It  is  the  case 
of  a  ship  not  only  driven  in,  but  brought  in,  upon  conjecture  of 
war,  when  hostilities  existed  but  were  not  certainly  known.  She 
was  on  that  account  released,  and  seized  again  within  about  twenty 
days,  when  the  existence  of  hostilities  was  no  longer  a  matter  of 
conjecture.  Under  these  circumstances,  unless  I  could  apply  a 
more  liberal  interpretation  of  the  Lord  High  Admiral's  grant  than 
I  conceive  myself  warranted  to  do,  I  must  hold  the  right  of  prize 
to  be  in  the  King.  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  a  case  not  only  not 
within  the  words  of  the  grant  to  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  but  that 
it  is  that  which  is  specially  reserved  to  the  Crown,  and  conse- 
quently that  the  condemnation  ought  to  pass  to  the  captor. 
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THE  NOSTEA  SIGNOEA  DEL  CABMEN.  [«  c.  Rob. 

302.] 
Capture — Interest — Naval  Officer  on  Board  as  Pas$enger. 

A  naval  officer  on  board  a  ship  of  war  as  a  passenger  at  the  time  of  a 
capture  is  not  entitled  to  a  share  of  prize  money  even  though  he  does 
work  on  the  ship. 

This  was  a  question  of  interest,  on  the  claim  of  Lieutenant        I8O6 
Nicholas,  of  his  Majesty's  ship  the  Nigery  to  share  in  the  prize      "^^^  ^^' 
captured  by  the  Tribune. 

Sir  W.  Soott. — This  question  arises  on  the  claim  of  Lieutenant 
Nicholas  to  share  as  lieutenant  of  his  Majesty's  ship  the  THbune^ 
he  being  a  lieutenant  of  his  Majesty's  ship  the  Nigery  but  on  board 
the  Tribune  for  the  purpose  of  taMng  his  passage  home,  and  doing 
duty  at  the  request  of  the  commander  when  the  prize  was  taken ; 
and  I  must  confess  that,  if  it  had  not  been  pressed  with  great 
earnestness  by  persons  to  whose  judgment  I  am  always  disposed  to 
pay  great  respect,  I  should  not  have  thought  that  there  was  any 
very  serious  question  in  the  case 

The  proclamation  and  the  Prize  Act  lay  down  two  requisites  as 
necessary  to  entitle  a  person  to  share :  that  the  officer  should  be 
not  only  on  board,  but  that  h^  shall  be  also  an  officer  belonging  to 
the  ship.  This  is  the  obvious  and  likewise  the  decided  meaning 
of  the  clause,  and  Lord  Mansfield,  in  Weniya  y.  Linzee  (a),  states  it 
to  have  been  judicially  determined  "  that  the  officers  must  not  only 
be  on  board,  but  belonging  to  that  ship";  and  therefore  the  only 
question  is,  whether  this  gentleman  could  be  considered  as  a  lieu- 
tenant belonging  to  the  Tribune?  On  what  ground  can  it  be 
contended  that  he  was  ?  .  .  .  . 

These  are  the  observations  which  suggest  themselves  on  the  facts 
of  the  case,  and  I  think  they  are  fully  supported  by  the  doctrine 
of  decided  cases.  Li  Wemys  v.  Linzee  (b)  the  question  is  reported 
to  have  terminated  finally  in  a  verdict  that  the  plaintiff  had  not 
acted  in  the  capacity  alleged.     The  duty  had  not  been  performed. 

(a)  1  Douglas,  p.  326. 

(b)  On  a  new  trial,  1  Douglas,  p.  328. 
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1806         It  will  not  follow,  however,  that  if  it  had  the  demand  could  have 
^  been  sustained.    But  the  case  of  the  Cabadonga  {a)  does,  I  think. 


THBNosraA.    furnish  a  complete  decision  on  the  creneral  law,  and  is  clearly 

dslGabicen.   applicable  to  this  case With  the  most  perfect  conviction  of 

Sir  wTioott.   "^^^^  ^  decide  against  this  claim,  and  must  leave  it  to  be  corrected 
elsewhere,  if  the  opinion  which  I  have  formed  should  be  erroneous. 


[6  0.  Bob. 
851.] 
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THE  ROMEO. 

Evidence — Docuvnmt  Seized  in  a  Non-captured  Ship—AdmisHHlHy  of  Docu" 
ment  in  Suit  against  a  Captured  Ship, 

A  letter  was,  on  search,  taken  from  the  A.,  which  was  allowed  to 
proceed  on  her  voyage,  wliich  paper  referred  to  the  B.,  which  had  been 
captured.  Held,  that  such  letter  was  admissible  in  evidence  on  further 
proof  against  the  B. 

This  was  a  question  as  to  the  admissibility,  in  a  suit  against  the 
Romeo  J  of  the  evidence  of  a  letter,  applicable  to  this  case,  which 
had  been  taken  out  of  an  American  vessel,  the  Mary^  by  Lieutenant 
Eigby,  of  his  Majesty's  gun  brig  Urgent^  who  had  stopped  that 
vessel  and  had  examined  her  papers,  and  finding  a  letter  which 
purported  to  disclose  the  real  state  of  a  transaction,  which  had 
been  fraudulently  concealed,  had  sent  the  paper  in  question  to  the 
Bang's  proctor  officially,  but  without  detaining  the  ship  in  wliich 
it'was  foimd. 


(a)  The  Nostra  Signora  de  Caba^ 
donga  was  a  case  of  a  prize  taken  by 
the  Centurion,  on  board  of  which  ship 
were  several  officers  of  his  Majesty's 
ships  the  Gloucester  and  Trial  Prize, 
These  two  ships  had  been  associated 
with  the  Centurion  in  a  voyage  of 
discovery  under  Lord  Anson,  but  had 
been  destroyed  during  the  voyage 
as  no  longer  seaworthy.  The  de- 
cree of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  had 
pronounced  '*  that  these  officers  were 
officers  in  his  Majesty's  service  on 
board  the  Centurion  at  the  time  of 
capture,  and  adjudged  them  to  share 
respectively  according  to  their  ranks 


with  the  officers  of  the  CeniuTion^^ : 
8th  March,  1745 ;  Book  2,  fo.  228. 

On  appeal  this  sentence  was  re- 
versed, and  it  was  decreed  (Lords, 
17th  May,  1747),  "  that  they  were 
not  commissioned  or  warrant  officers 
of  or  belonging  to  the  Centurion,  nor 
in  pay  as  such,  nor  aiding  or  assist- 
ing as  officers  of  or  belonging  to  the 
Centurion  at  the  time  of  capture,  and 
that  they  have  not  any  right  to  share 
in  the  distribution  of  the  prize  money 
with  the  officers."  See  also  1  Douglas, 
p.  326,  where  the  droumstances  of 
this  case  are  stated. 
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For  the  captors,  the  Sing's  Advocate  and  Robinson.  1^06 

.  Oetoher29, 

For  the  olaiinant,  Arnold  and  Laurence. 


Sir  W.  Scott. — A  paper  is  offered  to  the  Court  as  evidence  in 
this  cause,  which,  it  is  contended,  cannot  be  received,  as  not  having 
been  found  on  board  this  or  any  other  captured  vessel,  and  as 
being  on  that  account  not  within  the  regulations  of  the  Prize  Act. 
In  the  course  which  I  mean  to  pursue  it  will  not  be  necessary  to 
enter  into  this  discussion,  because  if  there  is  a  mode  conformable  to 
the  Act  of  Parliament  and  the  practice  of  the  Court,  the  Court 
would  naturally  rather  adopt  that  mode  than  be  led  unnecessarily 
into  a  consideration  of  the  difficulties  that  have  been  stated. 

The  Act  of  Parliament  ordains,  that  if  any  doubts  arise  the 
Court  may  direct  further  proof ;  but  it  has  not  limited  the  cause  of 
doubt  to  evidence  actually  on  board,  nor  could  it  with  propriety 
have  imposed  any  such  restrictions.  The  Court  itself  might 
possess  information  that  would  completely  falsify  the  clainL 
Could  it  be  said  in  such  a  case  that,  because  the  depositions  and 
the  formal  papers  were  consistent,  there  should  be  no  means  of 
extracting  the  real  truth  of  the  facts  ?  Could  it  be  expected  that 
the  Court  should  proceed  to  judgment  on  the  mere  formal  evidence, 
in  opposition  to  its  own  private  conviction  that  the  whole  of  what 
was  there  stated  was  false  P  It  would  be  impossible  to  maintain 
that  proposition  to  the  utmost  extent  {a) .  It  must  be  allowed,  then, 
that  there  may  be  instances  in  which  the  Court  has  the  power  of 
calling  for  extraneous  evidence.  In  acceding  to  any  prayer,  the 
Court  will  undoubtedly  be  much  guided  by  the  nature  of  the 
origined  evidence ;  but  it  cannot  with  propriety  be  maintained  that 
the  Court  is  absolutely  concluded  by  it.  When  a  case  is  perfectly 
clear  and  not  liable  to  any  just  suspicion,  the  disposition  of  the 
Court  will  certainly  lean  strongly  against  the  introduction  of 
extraneous  matter  and  against  permitting  the  captors  to  enter 
upon  further  inquiries ;  but  in  the  present  instance  the  case  is  not 
free  from  objection  on  the  original  evidence. 

The  Court  may  also,  I  conceive,  in  the  exercise  of  its  discretion 
and  under  the  grave  responsibility  which  accompanies  all  its 
actions,  be  at  liberty  to  consider  a  little  the  effect  of  the  evidence 

(a)  But  see  YoL  IE.  p.  549. 


ThbHombo. 
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1806        proposed  to  be  introduoed.    If  it  is  slight  and  vague  in  its  nature, 
OetobiT  29.    u^^  Court  will  be  less  easily  induced  to  depart  from  its  usual 


The  Rombo.  oouTse.  But  can  it  be  said  that  the  relevancy  of  the  paper  in 
8irW.  Sooit.  question  is  not  material?  If  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  paper 
offered  was  a  ship's  paper,  though  on  board  another  vessel,  which 
I  think  there  is  not,  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  competent  to  me, 
when  the  evidence  is  of  so  stringent  a  nature  as  that  proposed,  to 
admit  it.  I  accede  very  much  to  what  has  been  said  as  to  the 
dependence  which  the  credit  of  papers  must  have  on  the  circum- 
stances under  which  they  are  brought  in.  But  that  is  an  observation 
which  affects  the  question  of  credibility.  This  is  a  paper  ap- 
parently  under  the  handwriting  of  Noble  and  Arbuthnot,  who  have 
been  avowedly  much  engaged  in  the  concerns  of  the  vessel  now 
before  the  Court ;  is  not  such  a  paper  material  ?  I  am  of  opinion 
that  the  Court  is  at  liberty  to  have  doubts  extrinsic  of  the  evidence, 
and  that  this  paper  may  be  admitted  on  an  order  for  further  proof. 
What  I  shall  do  at  present  will  be  to  make  an  order  for  further 
proof,  giving  the  captors  leave  to  introduce  the  paper  in  such  a 
manner  as  they  may  be  advised. 

On  a  subsequent  day  (a),  this  cause  came  before  the  Court  again 
on  further  proof,  when  no  explanation  being  offered  of  this  paper, 
which  had  been  brought  in  by  the  King's  proctor,  duly  verified  by 
the  affidavit  of  Lieutenant  Kigby,  the  Court  observed :  This  is  a 
paper  which  stands  entirely  free  from  all  suspicion  of  fabrication, 
since  it  had  been  sent  in  before  the  capture  of  this  vessel ;  and, 
from  the  particular  and  circumstantial  manner  in  which  it  refers 
to  directions  appemng  to  have  been  given  in  the  charter-party,  it 
is  dear  that  it  could  not  have  been  fabricated  for  imfair  purposes 
by  the  captors.  Under  these  circumstances,  and  especially  when 
no  notice  is  taken  of  it  in  the  further  proof,  it  is  to  be  considered 
as  a  paper  which  verifies  itself.  All  the  other  papers  which  have 
been  introduced  in  further  proof  are  mere  formal  papers,  which 
would  have  been  precisely  the  same  if  the  transaction  had  passed 
in  the  manner  described  in  this  uncontradicted  letter.  There  can 
be  no  doubt^  in  my  opinion,  that  the  transaction  did  pass  in  that 

(a)  May  3rd,  1808. 
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manner.    Whether  the  properly  of  this  yessel  belongs  to  persons        1806 
at  Antwerp  or  Papenburg  does  not  perhaps  distinotly  appear ;  but 


as  Papenburg  was  in  a  state  of  hostility  at  the  time  of  captore,   Thb  Boxbo. 
that  ciroamstanoe  is  altogether  immaterial  SirW.  Soott. 

Claim  rejected. 


Ike^inber  18. 


THE  OONFEEENZEATH.  [6 O.Rob. 

862.] 
Blockade — Intention  to  Break — Blockade  Raieed  before  Sailing — NetUral  Cargo — 

Neutral  and  Enemy  Porta  Adjacent. 

A  yessel  sailed  intending  to  break  a  blockade,  whioli  was  raised  before 
she  sailed,  and  was  captured.    Held,  that  she  conld  not  be  condemned. 

A  neutral  cargo  was  taken  to  Hamburg.  Held,  that  Altona  and 
Hamburg  being  dosely  adjsu^ent  and  commercially  connected  ports,  they 
oould  be  considered  as  one,  and  the  port  of  destination  as  though  it  were 
actually  Altona. 

This  was  a  case  of  a  Danish  vessel  belonging  to  Altona,  which         I8O6 
had  sailed  from  Altona  to  Monte  Yideo,  and  was  captured  on  a 
return  voyage  to  Hamburg,  provided  that  port  should  not  be 
under  blockade,  with  an  alternate  destination  to  Frederickstadt. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — ^This  is  clearly  a  Danish  vessel.  No  objection 
has  been  raised  against  the  property  of  the  ship ;  but  with  respect 
to  the  cargo  it  is  objected  that,  as  there  appears  to  have  been  no 
Spanish  licence  authorizing  these  persons  to  trade  at  Monte  Video, 
it  is  reasonable  to  infer  that  the  cargo  must  belong  to  Spanish 
merchants.  But  I  think  there  is  enough  to  be  collected  from  the 
papers  to  show  that  persons  introducing  a  cargo  would  be  received, 
and  allowed  to  export  a  cargo  in  return.  It  appears  that  the 
outward  cargo  produced  more  than  was  invested  in  the  return 
cargo,  and  that  some  part  of  the  money  was  left  in  that  country. 
If  the  commerce  of  that  plcice  had  been  so  far  open  that  the  parties 
would  be  at  liberty  to  engage  in  subsequent  adventures,  it  was  not 
unnatural  that  the  surplus  of  their  funds  should  be  left  for  another 
voyage.  I  am  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  these  objections  are  not 
sufficient  to  weigh  against  the  general  current  of  evidence,  which 
represents  the  cargo  to  belong  to  merchants  of  Hamburg ;  and  I 
shall,  on  that  part  of  the  case,  have  no  hesitation  in  pronoxmcing 
it  to  be  Hamburg  property. 
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1806  But  two  questions  of  law  are  raised.    It  is  objeoted  that  the 

1^  ship  had  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  blockade  on  the  outward 

Thb  Confeb-  voyage,  and  the  terms  of  the  Order  in  Council  of  the  present  war 

do  impose  that  limitation  on  the  liberty  of  commerce  to  me 

^  '   colonies  of  the  enemy.    With  respect  to  the  intention  of  the 

parties,  it  does  appear  from  the  charter-party  that  there  was  a 
design  to  violate  the  blockade ;  but  though  there  may  have  been 
the  mens  rea^  the  parties  have  had  the  benefit  of  extrinsic  ciroum- 
stances  turning  out  in  their  favour.  The  blockade  was  raised 
before  the  vessel  sailed;  so  that  there  is  not  the  corpus  delicti 
existing  that  would  be  necessaiy  also  to  draw  upon  fliem  the 
penalties  of  the  law. 

The  second  objection  is,  that  the  ship  had  gone  to  Buenos  Ayres 
and  had  taken  a  cargo,  with  an  intention  of  returning,  according 
to  the  charter-party,  to  Hamburg ;  and  it  was  only  on  the  event 
of  the  renewal  of  the  blockade  that  the  ship  was  to  go  to  Frederick- 
stadt.  It  is,  therefore,  a  Hamburg  cargo  on  board  a  Danish  ship, 
and  going,  not  to  a  port  of  the  countiy  to  which  the  ship  belonged, 
but  to  Hamburg.  It  is  true  that  the  rule  has  been  laid  down  with 
more  precision  and  with  greater  strictness  in  this  war  than  in  the 
last.  It  is  now  restricted  to  the  country  of  the  ship,  whereas  the 
former  rule  extended  to  the  country  of  the  owner  of  the  cargo  also. 
It  is  not  in  my  power,  neither  is  it  my  inclination,  to  relax  the 
strictness  of  the  latter  rule  by  interpretation.  But  when  ports  are 
so  nearly  conjoined  as  Hamburg  and  Altona,  not  merely  by  juxta- 
position only,  but  by  the  closest  connections  of  familiarity  and 
commercial  intercourse;  when  they  use  one  common  exchange, 
and  when  the  merchants  have  their  country  houses  on  each  side  of 
the  river  indifferently,  it  would  be  pressing  the  rule  too  harshly  on 
the  merchants  of  Hamburg  to  hold  that  they  should  not  be  at 
liberty  to  enjoy  the  convenience  which  Altona  affords  for  all  the 
purposes  of  commerce.  I  am  rather  disposed  to  consider  them,  as 
far  as  the  reasonable  construction  of  this  Order  is  concerned,  as  the 
same  port.  I  shall  therefore  admit  the  claim,  and  pronounce  this 
property  to  be  Hamburg  property. 
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THE  EOLLA.  [6  a  Rob. 

364.] 

Blockade — AvihorUy  of  Naval  Commander  to  Establish  Blockade — Ratification 
hy  Government — Notice  to  Neutrals — Subsequent  InvcUidation  of  Blockade. 

A  naval  commander  at  a  distance  from  liis  Government  lias  authority 
to  order  a  blockade  of  a  port,  and  if  such  action  is  irregular,  it  can  be 
ratified  and  thus  made  valid  by  the  Government. 

When  notice  of  a  blockade  to  neutral  States  is  not  possible,  a  de 
facto  notice  of  a  less  formal  kind  which  is  brought  to  the  notice  of 
neutral  shipmasters  in  the  blockaded  port  is  binding  on  them. 

This  was  a  case  of  an  American  ship  and  cargo,  proceeded        ^^^^ 

against  for  a  breach  of  the  blockade  of  Monte  Video,  as  imposed  — 

by  the  British  commander  in  the  expedition  to  the  River  Plata, 
and  notified  at  Monte  Video  by  communication  through  the 
Spanish  governor  at  Monte  Video. 

The  case  was  argued  much  at  length  in  several  arguments.  The 
points  chiefly  contended  on  the  part  of  the  claimant  were : — ^That 
it  was  a  blockade  imposed  without  competent  authority,  having 
originated  with  Sir  Home  Popham  only,  and  without  any  com- 
munication with  his  Government;  that  this  defect  was  more 
oonspicaous,  from  the  manner  in  which  the  whole  of  that  expedi- 
tion had  been  undertaken  without  orders.  Secondly,  that  the 
mode  of  notification  resorted  to,  by  communication  through  the 
enemy,  was  vicious  in  its  nature,  improperly  thrown  upon  the 
enemy,  and  to  which  neutral  nations  were  not  bound  to  attend. 
Thirdly,  that  if  the  blockade  could  be  held  to  have  had  a  valid 
commencement,  the  fluctuating  manner  in  which  it  had  been  from 
time  to  time  relaxed  by  the  British  commander,  would  defeat  the 
efficacy  of  the  measure  altogether,  more  especially  as  it  was  at 
most  but  a  blockade  de  facto  only,  not  aided  by  any  of  the  pre- 
sumptions which  had  been  held  to  support  the  continuance  of  a 
blockade  by  notification,  till  the  notification  was  regularly  with- 
drawn. The  blockade  originated  with  Sir  Home  Popham,  and 
therefore  a  relaxation  admitted  by  him  would  justify  a  supposition 
that  the  measure  was  altogether  abandoned. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — This  ship  was  taken  with  a  cargo  on  board,  oflE 
Monte  Video,  on  the  20th  November,  1806,  and  is  proceeded 
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1807         against  for  a  breach  of  the  blockade  of  that  port.    When  that 
^^'^*  ^'       ground  is  taken,  it  must  be  shown  that  there  was  a  competent 


ThbRolul.  authority  to  impose  a  blockade;  secondly,  that  it  was  in  fact 
Sir  W.  Scott,  imposed ;  and  thirdly,  that  it  was  maintained  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  lay  upon  the  parties  an  obligation  of  attending  to  it.  If  these 
three  points  are  established  with  respect  to  a  ship  coming  out  with 
a  cargo  taken  on  board  subsequent  to  the  blockade,  the  onus 
probandi  is  thrown  on  the  party  to  prove  that,  though  the  blockade 
might  exist,  there  were  circumstances  that  would  operate  to  ihe 
release  of  that  particular  vessel,  exempting  her  from  the  penalty 
of  the  law. 

On  the  former  hearing  it  was  contended  that  the  power  of 
imposing  a  blockade  is  altogether  an  act  of  sovereignty  which 
cannot  be  assumed  or  exercised  by  a  commander  without  special 
authority.  But  the  Court  then  expressed  its  opinion  that  this  was 
a  position  not  maintainable  to  that  extent,  because  a  commander 
going  out  to  a  distant  station  may  reasonably  be  supposed  to  carry 
with  him  such  a  portion  of  sovereign  authority  delegated  to  him 
as  may  be  necessary  to  provide  for  the  exigencies  of  the  service  on 
which  he  is  employed.  On  stations  in  Europe,  where  Gbvemment 
is  ahnost  at  hand  to  superintend  and  direct  the  course  of  opera- 
tions, under  which  it  may  be  expedient  that  particular  hostilitieB 
should  be  carried  on,  it  may  be  different.  But  in  distant  parts 
of  the  world  it  cannot  be  disputed,  I  conceive,  that  a  commander 
must  be  held  to  carry  with  him  sufficient  authority  to  act,  as  well 
against  the  commerce  of  the  enemy  as  against  the  enemy  himself, 
for  the  more  immediate  purpose  of  reduction. 

It  has  been  also  further  contended  that  the  commander,  in  this 
expedition  particularly,  did  not  possess  this  authority,  because  it 
has  appeared  from  the  result  of  a  subsequent  inquiry  into  his 
conduct  that  he  had  acted  irregularly  in  entering  upon  it  without 
orders.  But  however  irregularly  he  may  have  acted  towards  his 
own  Q-ovemment,  the  subsequent  conduct  of  Q-ovemment  in  adopt- 
ing that  enterprise  by  directing  a  further  extension  of  that  con- 
quest will  have  the  effect  of  legitimating  the  acts  done  by  him,  so 
far  at  least  as  the  subjects  of  other  countries  are  concerned.  The 
Gbvemment  has  not  disclaimed  the  acquisitions  as  obtained  wrong- 
fully;  on  the   contrary,  it   has  recognized  his   acts  by  seizing 
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MaldonadOy  and  by  retaming  the  footing  which  had  been  acquired        ^^^7 
for  them  in  that  country,  thereby  expressing  their  recognition  of 


the  seizure  as  a  seizure  made  by  the  forces  of  this  country  validly  Thb^^^- 
applied.  I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  blockade  is  not  to  be  Sir  W.  Scott. 
impeached  on  the  ground  of  want  of  regular  authority,  and  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  that,  however  irregularly  Sir  Home 
Popham  may  be  deemed  to  have  acted  towards  his  own  Govern- 
ment, it  is  that  for  which  he  is  in  no  manner  answerable  to  other 
States,  and  that  it  is  not  open  to  the  individual  subjects  of  other 
countries  to  dispute  the  validity  of  the  blockade  on  that  accoxmt. 

The  second  question  that  arises  is  whether  the  blockade  was 
imposed  in  a  legal  form.  All  that  is  necessary  to  make  a  notifica- 
tion effectual  and  valid  is  that  it  shall  be  communicated  in  a 
credible  manner,  because,  though  one  mode  may  be  more  formal 
than  another,  yet  any  commimication  which  brings  it  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  party  in  a  way  which  could  leave  no  doubt  in  his 
mind  as  to  the  authenticity  of  the  information  would  be  that 
which  ought  to  govern  his  conduct  and  will  be  binding  upon  him. 
Sir  Home  Fopham  came  before  the  place  in  June,  and  it  appears 
by  his  letters  that  he  considered  the  blockade  to  have  been  imposed 
in  June,  though  not  by  notification.  Why  it  was  not  accompanied 
with  a  notification  at  that  time  we  are  not  informed.  It  would 
have  been  more  regular,  undoubtedly,  as  indeed  it  is  at  all  times 
more  convenient,  that  it  should  be  declared  in  a  public  and  distinct 
manner,  instead  of  being  left  to  creep  out  from  the  consequences 
produced  by  it.  On  the  23rd  of  September,  however,  it  appears 
that  a  notification  was  sent  into  Monte  Video.  As  to  all  that 
passed  previous. to  that  day,  I  shall  consider  it  as  that  to  which  the 
Court  is  in  no  manner  bound  to  attend,  for  I  think  it  is  evident 
from  the  letters  of  Sir  Home  Popham,  which  are  produced  by 
himself,  that  ships  had  been  permitted  to  pass,  and  that  the 
blockade,  though  intended  to  commence  in  Jxme,  had  not  been  kept 
up  with  exactness  and  uniformity.  The  very  expressions  re- 
questing the  governor  to  make  it  known  to  neutral  vessels  do  away 
the  effect  of  all  transactions  antecedent  to  the  23rd  September,  and 
I  look  upon  them  as  wholly  unimportant  to  both  parties  (a).     The 

(a)  It  had  been  contended  in  argument  that  this  particular  vessel  had 
run  in,  in  breach  of  the  blockade,  and  in  defiance  of  the  blockading  ships. 
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1807        notifioation  is  made  on  {he  23rd  of  September.    The  usoal  mode  of 

Jwu  3.  •       •  •  • 

communicating  such  intelligence  undoubtedly  is  not  to  the  hostile 


TheRolla.  Government,  but  to  neutral  States,  and  "when  the  more  regular 
Sir  W.  Soott.  form  is  practicable  it  is  proper  that  it  should  be  observed;  but  here 
it  was  not  practicable.  Sir  Home  Popham  took  the  only  method 
that  could  be  adopted,  by  sending  to  the  governor  of  the  place  and 
by  desiring  him  to  make  it  known  to  the  subjects  of  neutral 
Powers  who  had  no  public  agents  or  consuls  resident  there^  to 
whom  it  could  be  more  formally  addressed.  From  papers  exhibited 
in  another  case,  it  appears  that  the  steps  which  the  governor  took 
were  of  the  most  formal  and  effectual  kind.  He  summoned  all 
the  foreign  shipmasters  before  him,  and  among  them  the  master  of 
this  vesseL  He  communicated  to  them  the  letter  which  he  had 
received,  and  told  them  that  the  port  was  under  blockade,  and  that 
they  must  take  notice  of  it  at  their  peril.  They  were  also  required 
to  sign  a  paper  to  the  efiect  of  that  notice,  but  they  refused — that 
they  might  not  appear  to  bind  themselves  by  their  own  voluntary 
act. 

That  this  notification  was  sent  and  communicated  is  established 
beyond  contradiction  by  every  part  of  this  large  bundle  of  papers, 
so  that  it  was  quite  impossible  that  any  person  in  that  port  could 
pretend  ignorance  of  the  blockade.  It  is  not  without  considerable 
surprise,  therefore,  that  I  see  the  manner  in  which  the  master  of 
this  vessel,  and  other  persons  who  have  joined  in  an  affidavit  with 
him,  have  expressed  themselves.  He  says  that  some  time  in 
October  a  notice  W8U9  communicated,  as  he  had  heard,  when  it  is 
quite  notorious  that  it  was  done  two  days  after  the  notification 
was  received,  and  in  September.  He  says,  also,  that  '*  they  were 
allowed  fourteen  days  to  come  out,"  whereas  the  notification  says 
*'  seven,"  and  '*  that  he  never  saw  the  letter,  and  that  it  was  not 
notified  in  such  a  manner  as  made  them  consider  the  place  to  be 
under  blockade."  In  direct  contradiction  to  all  this,  it  is  abun- 
dantly proved  by  the  certificate  of  the  Spanish  officer,  and  by  the 
petitions  of  different  neutral  masters,  that  they  were  convened  for 
the  purpose  of  hearing  the  letter  read,  and  that  the  measure  itself 
was  perfectly  understood  by  them,  since  it  is  recited  in  direct  terms 
in  several  of  their  petitions.  The  manner  in  which  the  mate 
speaks  also,  who  is  the  brother  of  the  master,  is  still  more  extra- 
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ordinary.    He  says,  "  that  he  first  heard  it  mentioned  on  board        ^^^^ 

the  ship  after  their  departure   from   Monte  Video/'     This  is '■ — 

perfectly  incredible.    Without  observing  further  on  these  incon-    ThbRolla. 
sistendes,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  notification  was  made  in  such  a  Sir  W.  Soott. 
manner  as  would  legally  affect  the  master  with  an  obligation  of 
observing  it. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  terms  of  the  notification  are  illegal,  as 
containing  an  unwarrantable  limitation  of  the  general  rule  of  law, 
in  '^  requiring  neutral  vessels  to  come  out  in  seven  days  in  ballast, 
or  with  those  cargoes  only  on  board  which  they  had  carried  in.'* 
It  is  objected  that  the  neutral  masters  were  abridged  of  some  of 
their  just  rights,  namely,  that  they  might  bring  out  also  any 
cargo  which  had  been  taken  on  board  previous  to  the  notification ; 
and  it  is  contended  that  this  will  have  the  effect  of  invalidating  the 
whole  proceeding.    In  support  of  this  argument,  a  reference  has 
been  made  to  a  case  in  which  a  notice,  irregularly  given  to  a 
neutral  vessel  on  the  coast  of  HoUand  by  one  of  his  Majesty's 
officers,  was  held  in  this  Court  to  have  the  effect  of  relieving  that 
vessel  from  the  penalty  under  which  she  had  fallen.    But  no  cases 
can  be  more  distinguishable.    That  W6U9  the  case  of  a  vessel  warned 
by  a  King's  officer,  off  the  coast  of  Holland,  ^'  that  she  was  not  to 
go  into  any  of  the  ports  of  Holland,"  at  a  time  when  the  port  of 
Amsterdam  alone  was  under  blockade.    Here  there  is  a  blockade, 
properly  imposed  by  a  person  having  authority,  and  rightly  ex- 
pressed as  to  the  particular  pori     If  there  had  been  an  irregularity 
leading  to  a  mistake  as  to  the  port  which  was  actually  placed  under 
blockade,  there  might  have  been  some  ground  for  expecting  relief 
of  the  same  kind  from  the  Court.    But  the  blockade  is  good  pro 
tanto;  and  the  Court  will  not  vitiate  the  effect  of  it  merely  on 
account  of  the  omission  of  one  of  the  conditions  under  which  vessels 
might  be  permitted  to  go  out.    In  that  case  the  irregularity  pro- 
ceeded from  an  erroneous  construction  put  upon  a  public  notifica- 
tion of  Government  by  one  of  his  Majesty's  officers.     Here  it  was 
a  restriction  imposed  by  the  commander  himself,  who  might  possibly 
find  himself  xmder  circumstances  that  would  make  such  a  restraint 
perfectly  justifiable,  though  no  such  circumstances  are  stated.    I 
am  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  the  notification  was  valid  in  authority, 
sufficiently  notified,  and  not  illegal. 

R.  p  p 
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1807  Then  the  question  oomes  to  this,  whether  the  claimant  can  show 

any  special  circumstances  that  will  take  off  his  responsibilily  of 


The  Rolla.    observing  it,  and  relieve  him  from  the  penalty  of  the  law.     The 
Sir  W.  Soott.   cargo  was  taken  in  after  notice,  which,  under  the  general  rules  that 
have  been  laid  down  in  this  class  of  cases,  is  not  permitted.    But 
it  is  contended  that,  in  the  commerce  with  South  America,  a 
greater  latitude  must,  in  equity,  be  allowed  from  the  nature  of  that 
trade;  that  the  object  of  the  voyage  is  principally  to  obtain  a 
return  cargo,  and  on  that  account  a  liberty  to  go  in  should  imply 
a  liberty  to  come  out  with  a  cargo ;  that  the  cargo  consists  chiefly 
of  hides  and  tallow,  and  other  articles  of  which,  in  warm  climates, 
it  would  be  necessary  to  defer  the  shipment  till  the  last  moment 
for  their  better  preservation;  that  the  return  being  in  goods  of 
that  description,  a  possession  in  warehouses  sls  to  them  should  be 
taken  as  equivalent  to  the  possession  by  shipment,  to  which  the 
Court  has  confined  the  liberty  of  coming  out  with  a  cargo  in  other 
cases.  I  do  not  feel  myself  warranted  to  accede  to  the  consequences 
of  this  mode  of  reasoning.     The  trade  to  the  colony  of  the  enemy 
is  not  one  that  is  entitled  to  considerations  of  peculiar  indulgence. 
It  is  one  not  ordinarily  open,  but  allowed  only  by  the  enemy,  as  a 
relaxation  for  the  relief  of  their  distresses  proceeding  from  the 
wax.    It  is  a  trade,  therefore,  which  persons  resorting  to  it  for 
their  own  extraordinary  profit  and  advantage  must  be  content  to 
take  with  all  the  consequences  attending  it.    I  do  not  feel  that 
there  is  any  just  call  upon  me  to  distinguish  in  their  favour,  or  to 
depart  in  this  particular  case  from  those  rules  which  the  Court  has 
felt  itself  imder  the  necessity  of  laying  down,  to  prevent  the  con- 
tinual  clanger  of  being  imposed  upon  by  particular  evidence,  if  it 
was  to  permit  the  exemption  to  be  carried  further  than  to  a  delivery 
on  board  the  ship,  or  in  lighters.  I  must  therefore  reject  that  plea. 
It  is  then  said  that  there  are  other  circumstances  that  will  defeat 
the  operation  of  the  penalty,  namely,  that  the  blockade  was  irregu- 
larly maintained  by  the  blockading  force,  in  suffering  some  ships 
to  go  in  and  others  to  come  out,  which  would  tend  to  deceive 
other  persons,  and  would  therefore  vitiate  the  effect  of  the  notifica- 
tion.   And  I  confess,  if  I  was  satisfied  of   the  fact  that  such 
instances  did  occur,  I  should  be  disposed  to  admit  the  conclusion 
that  such  a  mode  of  keeping  up,  or  rather  of  relaxing  the  blockade, 
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would  altogether  destroy  the  effect  of  it.    For  what  is  a  blockade        1807 
but  a  uniform  universal  exclusion  of  all  vessels  not  privileged  by        ""^ 


law  P    If  some  are  permitted  to  pass,  others  will  have  a  right  to    Thb  Holla. 
infer  that  the  blockade  is  raised.    If  it  was  shown,  therefore,  that  SirW.  Scott. 
ships  not  privileged  by  law  have  been  allowed  to  enter  or  come 
out,  from  motives  of  civility,  or  other  considerations,  I  should  be 
disposed  to  admit  that  other  parties  would  be  justified  in  presuming 
that  the  blockade  had  been  taken  off. 

A  list  is  exhibited  of  the  number  of  instances  in  which  this  is 
said  to  have  occurred.  The  first  two  are  of  the  date  of  the  20th  of 
September,  previous  to  the  notification,  and  therefore  may  be  put 
out  of  the  question.  The  next  is  the  Minerva^  which  appears  to 
have  been  guilty  of  no  breach  of  blockade  whatever.  That  vessel 
had  been  detained  and  examined,  but  was  driven  in  by  the  violence 
of  the  storm,  and  is  therefore  no  instance  of  a  liberty  given  by  Sir 
Home  Popham  to  go  in.  The  rest  that  follow  are  slave  ships, 
with  respect  to  which  it  appears  that  Sir  Home  Popham  had  come 
to  the  humane  resolution  of  permitting  them  to  pass 

Then  it  is  said  that  some  were  permitted  to  go  out ;  but  the  fact 
is,  as  far  as  I  imderstand  it,  that  none  were  permitted  to  come  out. 
....  I  am  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  the  blockade  existed  under 
competent  authority ;  that  it  was  notified  in  a  credible  manner ; 
and  that  it  came  to  the  knowledge  of  these  parties  in  such  a  way 
as  must  bind  them ;  that  no  circumstances  occurred  to  invalidate 
the  notice  previous  to  the  capture;  and  that  nothing  which 
happened  since  can  have  the  effect  of  relieving  this  ship  and  cargo 
from  the  penalty  of  condemnation. 

A  similar  question  was  decided  in  the  Eare  in  reference  to  the  blockade  of      [i  AotoD, 
Cadiz.    The  Hare  was  an  American  vessel  which  sailed  from  New  York  to         260.] 
Cadiz,  and  there  took  in  a  return  cargo,  which  was  loaded  in  June  and  July. 
On  July  21st  she  sailed  and  was  captured. 

Sib  W.  Grant. — From  the  evidence  adduced  in  this  cause,  originally  or  1810 
since  invoked,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  fact  of  the  fleet  having  March  25. 
appeared  off  the  harbour  must  have  been  known  on  the  10th  of  June,  and 
was  also  considered  to  have  arrived  there  for  the  purposes  of  blockade. 
I'Vom  this  period  to  the  shipment  of  the  cargo,  which  was  not  completed 
until  late  in  July,  enough  must  have  transpired  to  display  the  intention  of 
that  squadron.  Various  vessels  were  warned  off.  Previous  to  that  time, 
in  May  and  the  early  part  of  June,  many  American  vessels  entered,  as 

pp2 
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1810  appears  by  the  list  introduced  amongst  the  papers  of  this  cause.    From  the 

March  25.      6th  of  June  no  more  vessels  enter  the  port.    This  must  have  been  a  matter 


-,     TT  of  notoriety,  find  must  have  excited  attention.    With  regard  to  the  egress 

'     from  those  ports,  some  vessels  sailed  subsequent  to  that  date ;  of  these  part 

Sir  W.  Ghrant.  were  in  ballast ;  others,  perhaps,  had  a  right  to  depart,  as  being  included 
within  the  exceptions  of  the  general  order  in  favour  of  vessels  laden  before 
the  knowledge  of  the  blockade ;  upon  this,  however,  we  are  not  called  upon 
now  to  decide ;  and  some  were  actually  captured,  brought  in  for  adjudica- 
tion, and  condemned,  of  whom  there  are  now  a  few  on  our  list.  The  general 
order  did  not  issue  until  the  23rd  of  June,  yet  we  can  draw  no  inference  that 
the  blockade  was  not  as  rigorously  kept  up  from  the  time  of  the  squadron's 
first  appearing  off  the  port,  namely,  on  the  8th  of  the  same  month,  as  it 
was  subsequent  to  the  general  order.  "We  are  of  opinion  it  was  not  so  much 
a  blockade  recommenced  as  a  blockade  de  novo.  From  the  general  notoriety 
of  the  circumstances  attending  it,  the  parties  should  have  considered  it  as  an 
actual  blockade  in  full  force  and  effect.  We  therefore  affirm  the  sentence  of 
the  Court  below,  condemning  the  property  of  the  ship  and  cargo  as  lawful 
prize  to  the  captors  (a). 
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376.] 

Blockade — PermiBsion  to  Trade  to    Neutral  Port — Breach  of  Permiuion — 
Capiwre  on  Subsequent  Voyage — Condemnation, 

The  port  of  A.  being  blockaded,  vessels  were,  by  an  Order  in  Council, 
permitted  to  leave  the  port  in  order  to  carry  cargo  to  a  neutral  port. 
Heldy  that  a  vessel  which  infringed  the  permission  by  sailing  to  an 
enemy  port,  and  was  captured  on  her  next  voyage,  was  liable  to  con- 
demnation for  breach  of  the  blockade. 

1807  This  was  a  case  of  a  ship  which  had  sailed  in  February,  1807, 

'^"'^^  ^^'  with  a  cargo  of  cheese  and  butter  from  Eotterdam,  ostensibly  for 
Smyrna,  but  had  put  into  Alicant,  as  asserted,  in  distress.  The 
outward  cargo  was  there  sold  and  another  cargo  taken  on  board, 
with  which  the  vessel  sailed  on  a  destination  to  Copenhagen,  and 
was  captured  on  that  voyage.  A  claim  was  given  for  the  ship  and 
cargo  on  behalf  of  Mr.  E.  Bugge,  of  Altona. 

For  the  captors,  the  King^s  Adcocate  and  Laurence, — ^The  plea  of 
distress  is  falsified  by  the  manner  in  which  the  entries  appeared  to 
be  made  in  the  log  by  interlineation.  The  original  voyage  is  to 
be  considered  as  in  breach  of  the  instructions  of  the  7th  of  January, 
and  under  false  papers.  In  analogous  cases  of  blockade  a  vessel 
that  had  violated  the  blockade  inwards  was  still  liable  to  capture 

(a)  Soe  the  Hoffnungy  ante,  p.  633. 
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on  her  returned   voyage  (<?),  though   in  a  situation    otherwise        1807 
innocent,  viz.,  even  though  she  was  ooming  out  in  ballast.  *^    ' 

ThbGhris- 

For  the  claimant,  Arnold  and  Adams,  TiAifSBBBo. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — The  first  point  to  he  considered  in  this  case  is 
the  matter  of  fe^jt  on  which  the  question  of  law  is  raised.  It  is  a 
new  question  undoubtedly,  but  supported  by  such  considerations 
that  if  the  facts  are  established  I  shall  feel  no  hesitation  in 
pronouncing  that  they  are  sufficient  to  subject  this  ship  and  cargo 
to  condemnation.  It  appears  that  the  vessel  had  come  out  of 
Botterdam  imder  the  benefit  of  that  indulgence  or  limitation  of  the 
Order  in  Ooimcil  of  the  7th  of  January,  1807,  which  directs  that 
the  restriction  should  not  be  applied  to  vessels  going  to  a  neutral 
port.  To  avoid  the  effect  of  this  Order  an  ostensible  destination 
was  assumed  "to  Smyrna" ;  but,  as  I  coUect  from  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  without  the  slightest  intention  of  going  to  that 
port.  The  ship  went  to  Alioant,  as  it  is  asserted,  under  distress, 
and  there  the  former  cargo  was  disposed  of.  The  mate  and  the 
master  have  been  examined,  and  the  account  which  they  give  of 
the  deviation  is  "that  they  met  with  bad  weather,  which  obliged 
them  to  put  into  Alicant,  where  the  master  sold  the  former  cargo 
and  repaired  the  ship,  and  purchased  another  cargo."  This  is  the 
result  of  the  depositions,  that  it  was  merely  an  act  of  necessity ; 
and  if  that  is  proved,  a  dear  necessity  will  be  a  sufficient  justifi- 
cation for  everything  that  is  done,  fairly  and  with  good  faith, 
under  it. 

[The  Court  then  examined  the  evidence,  and  concluded.] 

Taking  all  these  facts  together,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  pro- 
nouncing that  the  evidence  of  the  log  is  sufficient  to  convince  me 
that  the  excuse  set  up  for  running  into  Alicant  is  fabe. 

Then  comes  the  question  of  law,  whether  the  ship  is  not,  imder 
such  circumstances,  liable  to  condemnation?  It  is,  as  already 

(a)  So  decided  in  the  Waeksamkeit,  Hope,  loth  October,  1799,  agreeable 

81st   July,   1807 ;    also  Instruction,  to  the  dictum  in  the  Frederick  MoUce^ 

5th  August;  also  in  more  ancient  ante,  p.  58. 
cases — ihBJongeFredericus;  the  Good. 


682 


THE  CHKISTIANSBEKG. 


1«07 
June  10. 


Tub  Chbis- 
tiansbebo. 


Sir  W.  Soott. 


noticed,  a  new  question  of  considerable  importanoe;  and  more 
particularly  if  it  is  viewed  in  the  extent  of  the  oonsequences  to 
which  it  may  lead,  as  connected  with  the  present  restricted  state  of 
commerce.  I  am  to  consider,  first,  the  situation  in  which  the  ship 
was  shut  up  at  Kotterdam.  She  was  in  fact  blockaded  in  the  port 
of  [Rotterdam,  and  could  not  come  out  with  a  cargo,  unless  going 
to  a  neutral  port.  The  permission  to  go  to  a  neutral  port,  if 
accepted,  implies  a  contract  that  that  destination  should  be  bond 
fide  pursued.  The  vessel  avails  herself  of  the  indulgence,  and 
comes  out  with  a  professed  intention  of  acting  conformably  to  the 
Order.  But  the  fact  turns  out  afterwards  that  she  deposits  her 
cargo  in  a  port  to  which  she  would  not  have  been  permitted  to  go 
if  the  real  intention  of  the  voyage  had  been  disclosed.  This  is 
unquestionably  an  act  of  perfidy ;  and  I  ask,  by  what  means  can 
the  Order  be  maintained,  or  such  a  conduct  be  repressed,  unless  by 
the  application  of  the  penalty  to  the  subsequent  voyage  P  Until 
the  vessel  had  actually  entered  the  interdicted  port,  nothing 
appeared,  whether  she  was  in  delicto  or  not.  Cruisers  see  nothing; 
she  goes  in  and  then  the  ofiFence  is  consummated,  and  the  intention 
is  for  the  first  time  declared.  It  is  not  till  the  vessel  comes  out 
again  that  any  opportunity  is  afforded  of  vindicating  the  law,  and 
of  enforcing  the  restriction  of  this  Order.  It  is  objected  that  if 
the  penalty  is  applied  to  the  subsequent  voyage,  it  may  travel  on 
with  the  vessel  for  ever.  In  principle,  perhaps,  it  might  not 
unjustly  be  pursued  further  than  to  the  immediate  voyage  (a). 


(a)  So  in  an  old  case  recorded  in 
the  Eeports  of  the  Court  of  Session 
in  Scotland.  **That  the  ship  was 
taken  in  her  return,  having  taken 
contraband  to  the  enemy  in  that 
voyage,  which  is  founded  upon  evi- 
dent reason,  because,  that  whilst 
ships  are  going  towards  the  enemy, 
it  is  but  an  intention  of  delinquency 
against  the  King  in  assisting  his 
enemies,  but  when  they  have  actually 
gone  in  and  sold  the  contraband,  it 
is  delictum  commissum;  and  though 
it  might  infer  a  quarrel  against  the 
delinquent,  whenever   he  cotdd  be 


foimd,  yet  the  law  of  nations  hath, 
for  the  freedom  of  trade,  abridged  it 
to  the  immediate  return  of  the  same 
voyage,  because  quarrels  would  be 
multiplied  upon  pretence  of  any 
former  voyage  "  :  Parkman  v.  AUtUf 
Stair's  Decis.  vol.  1,  p.  529. 

Agreeable  to  this  distinction  in  the 
Banders  Bye  (23rd  February),  cap- 
tured on  her  course  from  Cette  to 
Banders,  it  appeared  that  the  voyage 
immediately  preceding  had  been  from 
Marseilles  to  Cette  in  ballast,  but 
that  the  voyage  preceding  that  had 
been    from  Almeira  to   Marseilles, 
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But  we  all  know  that  in  praotioe  it  has  not  been  oarried  farther 

than  to  the  voyage  succeeding,  which  affords  the  first  opportunity 

of  enforcing  the  law.   I  shall,  therefore,  on  these  grounds  pronounce    ^^"  Chbis- 

the  ship  and  cargo  subject  to  condemnation. 

Prayer  for  the  master's  private  adventure,  which  was  consider- 
able, refused. 


Sir  W.  Soott. 


THE  HOFFNUNa  (No.  3). 

Capture — Ship  and  Cargo— Claim  against  Ship — Proceeds  of  Cargo  Applied 
to  Repair  of  Ship. 

Where  part  of  a  cargo  which  was  condemned  as  enemy's  property  had 
been  sold,  and  the  proceeds  applied  to  the  repair  of  the  ship,  which  had 
been  captured,  and  was  subsequently  restored.  Held,  that  the  captors 
could  not,  in  a  Prize  Court,  claim  from  the  ship  the  value  of  the  cargo 
spent  upon  her. 

This  was  a  case  of  a  demand  of  average  on  the  part  of  the 
Admiralty  against  a  Swedish  ehip  seized  in  the  port  of  Hfracombe, 
on  account  of  the  cargo,  which  was  seized  and  condemned  as 
Prussian  property  on  the  brealdng  out  of  Prussian  hostilities.  The 
demand  was  to  recover  against  the  ship  the  value  of  part  of  the 
cargo,  which  had  been  applied  to  the  reparation  of  the  vessel  in  the 
port  of  nfracombe  before  the  seizure.  The  ship  had  been  restored 
on  bail  given  to  answer  the  adjudication  on  this  reserved  question. 


[6  C.  Rob, 

383.] 
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with  ostensible  papers  to  Trieste. 
It  was  argued,  on  the  authority  of 
the  Christianshergy  that  the  effect  of 
the  former  fraudulent  destination 
would  render  the  vessel  liable  on  this 
subsequent  voyage,  more  particularly 
as  the  voyage  pretended  to  have  been 
interposed  was  but  of  very  short 
extent,  and  only  a  mere  passage  from 
one  port  of  the  same  coast  to  another 
for  l^e  purpose  of  taking  the  cargo 
on  board.    On  the  other  side  it  was 


contended,  that  the  circumstance  of 
an  intermediate  voyage,  though  in 
ballast,  raised  a  groimd  of  material 
distinction,  inasmuch  as  it  had 
a£forded  an  opportunity  of  vindicat- 
ing the  law  by  capture  on  that 
voyage ;  that  the  Court  had  not  ex- 
tended the  penalty  further  than  to 
the  next  subsequent  voyage,  and 
would  not  be  disposed  to  extend  it. 
So  decreed. 
Bestitution. 
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1807  Sir  W.  Scott. — This  is  a  claim  of  average  against  the  ship,  on 

^^  •     .  the  part  of  the  captors  of  the  cargo,  which  has  been  condemned  as 

The         Prussian  property.      The  vessel  had  been  brought  to  Hfracombe 

and  W6U9  there  detained,  but  before  the  seizure  some  part  of  the 

Sir  W.  Soott.  goods  i^ad  been  sold  by  the  master  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
repairs  of  the  ship,  and  that  account  was  closed  before  the  seizure. 
The  monition  was  first  taken  out  against  the  ship  and  the  goods 
seized,  and  properly,  because  it  could  not  be  against  the  cargo 
generally.  The  law  of  war  operates  by  force,  and  cannot  be 
extended  beyond  that  which  is  the  object  of  practical  seizure  as  a 
tangible  object,  which  those  parts  of  the  cargo  which  had  been 
sold  clearly  were  not.  If  the  term  "  cargo  '*  was  introduced  after- 
wards in  the  subsequent  stages  of  the  proceedings,  it  is  to  be 
interpreted  in  the  same  sense  of  the  cargo  actually  on  board,  and 
cannot  be  taken  more  generally  as  embracing  the  whole  cargo,  or 
as  meaning  to  enlarge  the  object  of  the  proceedings  beyond  what 
was  on  board  at  the  time  of  seizure. 

When  the  condemnation  passed,  it  was  not  improperly  suggested 
in  argument  that  there  might  be  a  demand  of  average  or  contri- 
bution against  the  ship,  and  that  question  was  reserved.  The 
registrar  and  merchants  have  reported  what  would  be  the  sum  due 
if  on  the  point  of  law  anything  should  be  held  to  be  due,  and  that 
is  the  question  which  the  Court  has  now  to  determine. 

It  is  a  case,  as  far  bls  my  experience  goes,  primce  impressionis. 
I  do  not  recollect  any  instance  of  a  demand  of  this  nature,  and  in 
this  I  am  confirmed  by  the  recollection  of  the  registrar.  Cases  of 
average  on  the  part  of  the  ship  against  the  cargo  are  not  un- 
frequent,  but  a  demand  of  the  cargo  against  the  ship  is  perfectly 
novel  in  this  Court.  The  distinction  is  obvious ;  the  right  of  war 
is  a  right  in  r<?,  and  the  Court  of  Prize  accordingly  attends  only  to 
the  res  ipsa  and  the  onera  attaching  on  the  property  in  right  of 
possession.  The  ship  has  the  possession  of  the  cargo,  which  the 
master  is  not  bound  to  deliver  till  he  has  been  satisfied  for  his 
demand  of  average,  if  he  has  such,  in  the  same  manner  as  for  his 
demand  of  freight.  He  has  the  res  ipsa  in  his  possession  and  may 
legally  detain  it. 

The  captor  succeeds  to  the  rights  of  the  owner  of  the  ship  when 
that  is  condemned,  and  may  detain  the  cargo  also  in  virtue  of  these 
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rights  when  they  exist.     But  with  respect  to  the  cargo  it  is  very        1807 

May  1. 


Sir  W.  Soott. 


different.  That  has  not,  in  any  manner,  a  right  of  possession 
against  the  ship ;  it  may  have  the  jus  in  rem,  possibly,  but  it  has  „  ^^ 
not  the  jm  in  re,  and  consequently  no  right  of  detention  existing 
at  the  time  of  seizure.  If  there  is  any  demand  on  that  side,  it 
must  be  enforced  by  a  new  process ;  there  can  be  no  detention,  and 
consequently  no  right  of  detention.  The  demand  must  be  of  that 
description  of  interests  only,  which  are  collateral  and  extrinsic,  and 
which  are  to  be  enforced  on  principles  of  law  of  another  species 
and  by  a  new  process.  They  are  not  tangible  objects  to  which  the 
hand  of  war  can  be  applied,  and  therefore  the  Prize  Court  will  not 
take  notice  of  them.  Indeed,  how  could  the  claim  of  the  cargo 
against  the  ship  be  enforced  in  this  Court  ?  If  the  ship  goes  into 
the  coimtry  of  the  owners  of  the  cargo,  it  may  be  reached  by 
process  of  another  kind;  but  only  in  virtue  of  an  implied  contract 
in  law.  That  is  the  state  of  this  demand,  it  is  one  that  could  be 
enforced  only  in  the  country  to  which  the  parties  belong. 

It  has  been  said  in  argument  that  the  captor  succeeds  to  all  the 
rights  attending  the  property,  and  that  he  is  subject  to  all  the 
obligations  belonging  to  the  property  seized.  But  this  is  not  an 
accurate  description.  It  is  not,  I  conceive,  a  complete  representa- 
tion of  all  the  interests  and  obligations  of  the  proprietors  that  is 
devolved  by  act  of  seizure  on  the  captor.  The  right  of  capture 
attaches  according  to  the  state  in  which  the  property  is  f  oimd ;  but 
if  a  former  freight  is  due  to  the  ship,  the  captor  could  not  exact  it, 
since  he  has  not  earned  it.  The  owner  of  the  ship  has  parted  with 
his  lien,  and  must  look  to  his  remedy  of  another  species.  Neither 
does  the  captor  become  subject  to  the  obligations  to  which  the 
owner  is  liable.  Antecedent  collateral  contracts,  as  bottomry,  may 
exist,  that  will  not  affect  him ;  he  becomes  possessed  of  the  res 
ipsa  but  without  being  made  liable  to  the  personal  contracts  in 
which  the  proprietor  is  engaged.  Therefore,  imless  it  can  be 
shown  that  the  hand  of  capture  was  employed  on  these  goods  in 
quality  of  cargo  (a),  the  Court  cannot  go  back  to  affect  them  in 


(a)  This  principle  was  exemplified  had  sailed  from  America  with  a  cargo 
in  the  case  of  the  Charlotte  (March  of  pitch  and  tar  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
2dth,  1808),  an  American  vessel  which      Hope,  under  a  false  destination  to 
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any  other  oharaoter.  This  cannot  be  maintamed.  The  ahip  had 
been  totally  restored,  and  part  of  the  cargo  had  been  converted 
before  seizure.  What  has  become  of  it  the  Court  will  not  inquire, 
nor  look  back  to  rights  of  this  extrinsic  nature. 

If  the  whole  cargo  had  been  applied  to  the  repairs  of  a  ship  in  a 
foreign  port  and  incorporated  with  it,  and  the  vessel  had  afterwards 
become  prize,  the  captors  might  have  had  the  benefit  of  that  con- 
version, yet  they  would  not  have  been  subject  to  any  demand  on 
that  account ;  still  less  could  they  in  that  case  say,  ^' You  must  find 
me  a  cargo,"  when  in  fact  they  had  received  it  in  the  amelioration 
of  the  ship.  So  in  this  case  they  are  not  entitled  to  demand  the 
proceeds  of  a  cargo  applied  in  the  repairs  of  the  ship.  I  am  of 
opinion,  therefore,  that  the  debt,  if  it  is  to  be  so  called,  due  from 
the  vessel  to  the  owner  of  the  cargo,  is  amongst  those  onera^  which 
the  Prize  Court  does  not  notice,  and  that  the  claimant  of  the  ship 
is  entitied  to  his  dismissal. 


Madras  and  a  market  in  India.  Tke 
vessel  had  arrived  at  the  Cape  a  short 
time  prior  to  the  capture  of  that 
settlement  by  the  English  forces. 
The  chief  part  of  the  cargo  had  been 
sold  to  the  Dutch  Government.  The 
proceeds  had  been  deposited  by  the 
master  in  the  hands  of  a  merchant 
at  the  Cape  as  his  agent  there,  and 
one  hundred  kegs  of  butter  and 
eighty  boxes  of  soap  had  been  pur- 
chased and  shipped  by  the  master  on 
the  joint  accoimt  of  himself  and  the 
co-owner  in  America.  On  the  sur- 
render of  the  Cape,  the  vessel  and 
the  goods  on  board  were  seized,  and 
a  bond  was  taken  of  the  agent  to 
abide  adjudication  on  the  value  of 


the  proceeds  of  the  cargo  sold  to  the 
Dutch  Government.  There  being  no 
Vice- Admiralty  Court  at  that  time 
at  the  Cape,  the  case  was  brought 
before  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty, 
when  the  Coiut  condemned  the  ship, 
and  the  goods  on  board  belonging  to 
the  owners,  as  implicated  in  the  act 
of  carrying  contraband  to  a  settle- 
ment of  the  enemy  with  false  papers 
which  would  affect  even  the  returned 
voyage :  Rosalie  and  Betty ^  ante, 
p.  246.  But  the  Court  held  the  pro- 
ceeds of  that  part  of  the  cargo  which 
had  been  delivered,  and  had  not  been 
subject  to  seizure,  to  be  not  amenable 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court,  and 
dismissed  that  part  of  the  case. 
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THE  LISETTE,  [6  o.  Bob. 

387.] 
Blockade — Capture — Withdrawal  of  Blockade. 

A  ship  or  cargo  is  not  liable  to  condemnation  for  breach  of  a  blockade 
if  captured  after  the  cessation  of  such  blockade. 

This  was  a  case  of  a  vessel  which  had  sailed  from  the  Elbe  to        isoe 
Tonningen  under  a  charter-party,  to  take  on  board  a  cargo  of    •^^^<^'»»^5' 
goods  for  Malaga,  which  were  to  be  sent  from  the  Elbe  in  lighters.       j^  ^ 
The  goods  were  accordingly  so  shipped,  and  sailed  on  the  6th  of 
September,  and  were  captured  on  the  26th  of  September,  after  the 
blockade  of  the  Elbe  had  been  notified  to  be  withdrawn  on  the 
25th  September,  1806. 

[After  argument,  the  Court  on  the  19th  of  December  ordered 
the  ship  to  be  restored  without  giving  judgment.] 

On  the  2nd  July,  1807,  the  case  was  brought  before  the  Court 
again  in  respect  to  the  cargo. 

Sir  W.  ScxiTT. — This  ship  was  taken  on  a  voyage  from  Ton- 
ningen to  Malaga,  but  a  voyage  accompanied  with  this  fact  that 
she  had  gone  from  Hamburg  to  Tonningen,  und^  a  charter-party 
formed  at  Hamburg  for  this  ulterior  voyage,  and  had  there  taken 
on  board  the  cargo,  which  was  brought  from  Hamburg  in  lighters. 
The  Court  has  already  restored  the  ship.  But  it  is  said  that  this 
passed  on  grounds  which  will  not  apply  to  the  cargo ;  that  the 
ship  had  gone  from  Hamburg  in  ballast,  but  that  the  goods  are  to 
be  considered  as  taken  in  one  uninterrupted  voyage,  commencing 
in  an  actual  breach  of  the  blockade  and  continuing  as  the  same 
identical  shipment,  on  the  original  destination  from  the  blockaded 
port  to  Spain. 

[The  Court  then  examined  the  evidence  and  concluded.] 

In  the  former  case  of  the  Charlotte  Sophia  (a),  both  the  ship  and 
the  cargo  were  condemned ;  and  this  ship  had  been  engaged  in 
precisely  the  same  course  of  trade.  There  is  no  doubt,  then,  that 
this  vessel  must  have  been  condemned  upon  the  authority  of  that 

(a)  Ante,  p.  547,  note. 
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case,  unless  one  other  material  distinction  of  fact  had  existed, 
leading  to  a  rule  of  law  to  which  the  Court  is  strongly  disposed  to 
adhere.  It  is  this,  that  this  yessel  was  not  captured  till  the  hlookade 
had  ceased.  It  is  said  that  the  offence  was  consummated  hy  the 
act  of  sailing ;  so  it  is,  in  a  certain  sense.  But  the  ship  was  not 
taken  in  delicto^  and  I  have  not  had  any  case  pointed  out  to  me  in 
which  the  Court  has  pronounced  an  imfavourable  judgment  on  a 
ship  seized  for  the  breach  of  a  bygone  blockade.  I  know  of  no 
such  case,  and  certainly  the  same  reason  for  rigour  does  not  exist, 
because  the  blockade  being  gone,  the  necessity  of  applying  the 
penalty  to  prevent  future  transgression  cannot  continue.  That 
was  the  ground  on  which  my  opinion  was  formed  in  restoring  the 
ship,  though  I  did  not  then  express  my  reasons  for  that  judgment, 
in  a  case  that  came  on  at  the  conclusion  of  a  very  long  and 
laborious  sitting.  It  is  true,  as  has  been  observed,  that  the  offence 
incurred  by  a  breach  of  blockade  generally  remains  during  the 
voyage.  But  that  must  be  imderstood  as  subject  to  the  condition 
that  the  blockade  itself  continues.  When  the  blockade  is  raised  a 
veil  is  thrown  over  everything  that  has  been  done,  and  the  vessel 
is  no  longer  taken  in  delicto.  The  delictum  may  have  been 
completed  at  one  period,  but  it  is  by  subsequent  events  entirely 
done  away.  On  these  considerations  I  pronounce  that  this  cargo 
is  not  subject  to  condemnation  on  the  ground  of  the  blockade. 


[6  C.  Rob. 
391,  note.] 
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THE  TRENDE  SOSTRE. 

Contraband — Port  of  Destination — Change  of  Nationality, 

A  contraband  cargo  destined  for  an  enemy's  port  was  seized  after 
Buch  port  became  a  British  port.  Heldy  that  at  the  moment  of  seizure 
there  was  no  delictum,  and  that  the  cargo  could  no  longer  be  considered 
contraband. 

This  was  a  Danish  vessel  claimed  for  the  Eoyal  Danish  College 
of  Commerce,  captured  May  14,  1806,  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  where  the  vessel  had  touched,  on  an  ulterior  destination  to 
Tranquebar,  with  a  cargo  of  cordage,  and  tar,  gin,  iron,  and  wine, 
and  with  despatches  on  board  from  Mr.  Schimmelpenninck,  the 
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Minister  of  State  in  Holland,  for  Governor  Jansen,  at  the  Cape  of        1807 

Good  Hope.      The  vessel  arrived  at  the  Cape  after  that  settlement *!?!!1 L. 

had  surrendered  to  the  British  forces,  and  was  there  seized  as  prize.   "^^  Tbbndb 

On  the  part  of  the  captor,  the  King^s  Advocate  and  Arnold 
contended  that  a  vessel  was  not  at  liberty  to  go  to  an  enemy's  port, 
having  articles  of  contraband  on  board,  under  an  asserted  inten- 
tion of  proceeding  on  an  ulterior  destination ;  that  though  the 
settlement  had  become  British  the  penalty  would  not  be  defeated, 
as  the  intention  and  the  act  continued  the  same;  that  there  was 
no  case  in  which  such  a  distinction  had  been  allowed  on  the 
question  of  contraband.  The  distinction,  which  had  been  admitted 
in  blockade  cases,  stood  altogether  on  particular  grounds  as  arising 
out  of  a  class  of  cases  depending  on  the  blockade  of  neutral  ports, 
in  which  the  Court  had  expressed  a  disposition  to  admit  all  favour- 
able distinctions.  This,  on  the  contrary,  was  an  offence  of  a 
noxious  nature,  and  not  entitled  to  any  indulgence. 

On  the  other  side,  Laurence  and  Stoddart  adverted  to  the  facts 
of  the  case  as  tending  to  exculpate  the  Danish  College  of  Com- 
merce from  any  intention  of  delivering  the  naval  stores  at  the 
Cape,  or  from  being  privy  to  the  conveyance  of  the  Dutch 
despatches,  and  contended  that  on  the  interpretation  to  be  put 
upon  their  acts  it  might  be  a  question  whether  a  great  commercial 
company,  trading  under  the  authority  of  its  own  government  and 
sending  out  stores  for  the  Danish  settlements  in  the  east,  could 
justly  be  restrained  on  the  same  terms  as  individuals  from  touching 
at  an  enemy's  port  for  provisions^  notwithstanding  there  might  be 
on  board  articles  that  could  not  be  carried  to  that  port  for  sale. 
That  the  declarations  of  a  public  company  £U9  to  its  intentions  were 
more  entitled  to  credit  and  respect  than  the  declarations  of  indi- 
viduals; that,  with  respect  to  any  forcible  application  of  such 
articles  to  the  use  of  the  enemy  that  might  be  apprehended,  there 
was  also  less  danger  that  such  a  constraint  would  be  put  upon 
them  when  going  in  that  manner  under  the  special  protection  of 
the  State  ;  that  this  question  was  rendered  unnecessary,  however, 
by  the  date  of  the  capture,  which  did  not  take  place  till  the 
14th  May,  1806,  when  the  Cape  was  in  British  possession ;  that 
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August  b,     longer  in  existence.      The  delictum  was  done  away,  as  the  Court 
The  Trends   had  held  in  analogous  cases  {a) ;  that  the  judgment  of  the  Court 
in  the  blockade  cases  was  strictly  in  point,  and  did  not  stand  on 
special  grounds  of  lenity  and  forbearance,  but  on  the  just  applica- 
tion of  a  general  rule  of  law. 

The  Court  observed: — If  the  port  had  continued  Dutch,  a 
person  could  not,  I  think,  have  been  at  liberty  to  carry  thither 
articles  of  a  contraband  nature  under  an  intention  of  selling  other 
innocent  commodities  only,  and  of  proceeding  with  the  ccmtraband 
articles  to  a  port  of  ulterior  destination;  but  before  the  ship  arrives 
a  circumstance  takes  pla.ce  which  completely  discharges  the  whole 
guilt,  because  from  the  moment  when  the  Cape  became  a  British 
possession  the  goods  lost  their  nature  of  contraband.  They  were 
going  into  the  possession  of  a  British  settlement,  and  the  conse- 
quence of  any  pre-emption  that  could  be  put  upon  them  would  be 
British  pre-emption.  It  has  been  said  that  this  is  a  principle  which 
the  Court  has  not  applied  to  cases  of  contraband,  and  that  the 
Court  in  applying  it  to  cases  of  blockade  did  it  only  in  considera- 
tion of  the  particular  hardships  consequent  on  that  class  of  cases  ; 
but  I  am  not  aware  of  any  material  distinction,  because  the 
principle  on  which  the  Court  proceeded  was  that  there  must  be  a 
delictum  existing  at  the  moment  of  seizure  to  sustain  the  penalty. 
It  is  said  that  the  offence  was  consummated  by  the  act  of  sailing, 
and  so  it  might  be  with  respect  to  the  design  of  the  party,  and  if 
the  seizure  had  been  made  whilst  the  offence  continued  the 
property  would  have  been  subject  to  condenmation.  But  when 
the  character  of  the  goods  is  altered,  and  they  are  no  longer  to  be 
considered  as  contraband  going  to  the  port  of  an  enemy,  it  is  not 
enough  to  say  that  they  were  going  under  an  illegal  intention. 
There  may  be  the  mem  rea,  not  accompanied  by  the  act  of  going 
to  an  enemy's  port.  I  am  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  the  same 
rule  does  apply  to  cases  of  contraband,  and  upon  the  same 
principle  on  which  it  has  been  applied  in  those  of  blockade ;  I  am 
not  aware  of  any  oases  in  which  the  penalty  of  contraband  has 
been  inflicted  on  goods  not  in  delicto^  except  in  the  recent  daes  of 

(a)  The  Lisette,  ante,  p.  687 ;  the  Con/erenzrath,  ante,  p.  671. 
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cases  respecting  the  proceeds  of  contraband  carried  outward  with        ^^^^ 
false  papers.    But  on  what  principle  have  those  decisions  been 


founded?  On  this,  that  the  right  of  capture  having  been  defrauded   Thb  Tbendb 
in  the  original  voyage,  the  opportunity  should  be  extended  to  the        

_^  Sir  w   Sooitit 

return  voyage.  Here  the  opportunity  has  been  afforded  till  the 
character  of  the  port  of  destination  became  British.  Till  that 
time  the  liability  attached ;  after  that,  though  the  intention  is  con- 
summated, there  is  a  material  defect  in  the  body  and  substance 
of  the  offence,  in  the  fact  though  not  in  the  intent.  I  am  of 
opinion  that  it  is  a  discharge  and  a  complete  acquittal,  that  loDg 
before  the  time  of  seizure  these  goods  had  lost  their  noxious 
character  of  going  as  contraband  to  an  enemy's  port. 
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Capture — NetUral  Ship— Ship  of  War  Purchased  hy  Neutral — Condemnation, 

The  sale  of  an  enemy  ship  of  war  lying  in  a  neutral  port  to  a  neutral 
is  invalid,  and  if  such  vessel  after  such  sale  be  captured,  she  will  be 
condemned. 

This  was  a  case  of  a  vessel  under  Kniphausen  colours,  and  1807 
claimed  for  Count  Bentinck,  Lord  of  Kniphausen,  as  a  ship  lately  ^"^"*^  ^^' 
purchased  by  him  in  April,  1807,  in  the  port  of  Bergen,  and 
coming,  as  it  was  asserted,  according  to  his  directions,  to  the  river 
Jade,  the  port  of  Kniphausen.  It  appeared  that  at  the  time  of  the 
capture  the  vessel  was  sailing  towards  the  Texel,  and  about  ten  or 
twelve  miles  from  the  coast  of  Hollcmd;  that  she  had  been  a  Dutch 
ship  of  war  belonging  to  the  Dutch  East  India  Company  that 
had  been  chased  into  North  Bergen,  after  an  action  with  a  British 
frigate  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  and  had  been  lying  in  that 
port  ever  since. 

For  the  captors,  the  King* 8  Advocate  and  Laurence, 

For  the  claim,  Arnold  and  Robinson, 

Sir  W.  Scx)tt. — This  question  arises  on  the  purchase  of  a  vessel 
which  is  asserted  to  have  been  made  by  a  highly  distinguished 
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person,  described  to  be  the  Prince  of  Kniphausen.  The  circum- 
stances of  the  transaction  are  these : — ^It  is  stated  by  all  the  wit- 
nesses that  the  ship  had  been  a  vessel  of  war,  belonging  to  the 
Government  of  Holland,  or  to  that  great  branch  of  the  State,  the 
East  India  Company  ;  and  it  appears  that  the  crew  were  all  hired 
at  Amsterdam  to  go  to  Bergen,  and  'Ho  bring  home  an  East 
India  ship."  The  account  which  one  of  the  witnesses  gives  is 
very  natural  on  this  subject ;  he  says  "  that  he  was  hired  to  bring 
home  an  East  India  ship,  and  to  his  great  surprise  found  that  it 
was  a  sloop  of  war,  and  expressed  his  apprehensions  as  to  the 
consequences,"  as  well  he  might.  It  is  clear,  also,  from  other 
parts  of  the  evidence,  that  this  vessel  had  been  a  Dutch  ship  of  war 
that  had  maintained  a  conflict  with  a  British  frigate,  and  had  been 
driven  into  Bergen,  where  she  had  remained  sealed  up  ever  since, 
for  nearly  three  years. 

The  first  question  is,  whether  such  a  purchase  can  be  legally 
made  P  I  am  not  aware  of  any  case  in  this  Court,  or  in  the  Court 
of  Appeal,  in  which  the  legality  of  such  a  purchase  has  been 
recognized.  There  have  been  cases  of  merchant  vessels  driven 
into  ports  out  of  which  they  could  not  escape,  and  there  sold,  in 
which,  after  much  discussion  and  some  hesitation  of  opinion,  the 
validity  of  the  purchase  has  been  sustained.  Such  cases  (a),  T 
believe,  did  occur  during  the  first  war  in  which  I  attended  this 
Court,  or  the  Court  of  Appeal.    But  whether  the  purchase  of  a 


(a)  The  Nieuwe  Vriendschap  (Lords, 
7tli  March,  1786),  and  other  Dutch 
ships  that  had  been  lying  with 
their  cargoes  on  board,  at  Cura9ao, 
near  two  years  in  expectation  of 
convoy,  and  were  asserted  to  have 
been  sold  in  that  situation  to  im- 
perial subjects,  and  other  neutral 
claimants. 

From  a  note  of  the  Nieuwe  Vriend- 
schap, which  seems  to  have  been  the 
first  of  that  class  of  cases,  it  appears . 
that  the  point  of  law  was  strongly 
argued.  On  the  part  of  the  claimant 
some  precedents  were  cited,  especially 
the  Felicity y  in  17o6,  a  French  eh'p 


which  had  sailed  from  Martinico,  and 
had  put  into  Cadiz,  and  was  there  sold, 
and  was  afterwards  taken  and  con- 
demned as  not  proved  to  be  Spanish 
property.  But  that  judgment  was 
reversed  in  the  Coxirt  of  Appeal. 

In  the  Nieuwe  Vriendschap^  the 
Court  of  Appeal  seems  to  have  in- 
clined rather  to  the  argument  of  the 
claimant,  but  did  not  give  any  deci- 
sion upon  the  question  of  law  affirm- 
ing the  sentence  of  condemnation  of 
the  Vice- Admiralty  Court  expressly 
on  the  ground  of  defect  of  proof  of 
an  actual  bona  fide  transfer. 
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vessel  of  this  description,  built  for  war,  and  employed  as  such,  and        1807 

now  rendered  incapable  of  acting  as  a  ship  of  war  by  the  arms  of  ^^ — L 

the  other  belligerent,  and  driven  into  a  neutral  port  for  shelter ;     n^j^^ 

whether  the  purchase  of  such  a  ship,  I  say,  can  be  allowed,  which        

shall  enable  the  enemy  so  far  to  rescue  himself  from  the  disadvan- 
tage into  which  he  has  fallen,  as  to  have  the  vtdue  at  least  restored 
to  him  by  a  neutral  purchaser,^  is  a  question  on  which  I  shall  wait 
for  the  authority  of  the  Superior  Court  before  I  admit  the  validity 
of  such  a  transfer.    That  a  private  merchant  could  lawfully  do  this 
I  shall  not  hold  till  I  am  so  instructed  by  the  Superior  Court. 
That  a  sovereign  prince  should  embark  in  such  a  transaction,  unless 
under  such  guards  as  would  effectually  remove  all  possibility  of 
abuse,  is  what,  but  for  the  instance  before  us,  could  scarcely  have 
been  expected.    Some  conmiunication,  at  least,  we  might  suppose 
would  be  made  to  the  belligerent  government,  accompanied  with 
a  disclosure  of  every  circumstance  of  caution  that  should  exclude 
the  suspicion  of  what  is  always  to  be  apprehended,  the  danger  of 
such  a  vessel  finding  her  way  back  again  into  the  navy  of  her  own 
country.    It  has  not  appeared  to  my  recollection,  in  any  case 
before  the  Court,  that  Count  Bentinck  was  the  owner  of  merchant 
vessels,  or  that  he  was  engaged,  as  we  know  some  Italian  princes 
have  been,  in  mercantile   adventures.     This    perhaps  is  not  a 
material  circumstance,  further  than  as  it  may  add  a  little  to  the 
improbability  of  the  present  transaction,  without  much  affecting 
the  principle  on  which  I  shall  determine  this  case,  the  illegality  of 
such  a  purchase.    It  is  the  purchase  of  a  ship  of  war  lying  in  the 
port  of  Bergen,  with  eighteen  gims  and  ammunition,  of  which 
fourteen  guns  and  the  ammunition  are  taken  out  for  the  mere 
convenience  of  conveyance.     Can  such  things  be  allowed  to  be 
transferred  as  articles  of  conmierce,  and  under  the  known  pressure 
under  which  the  enemy's  marine  has  laboured  P    It  can,  at  most, 
only  be  expected  to  be  allowed  under  all  circumstances  of  com- 
municated preventive  caution,  that  might  secure  the  belligerent 
from  the  just  apprehension  of  abuse,  which  I  have  before  stated ; 
some  previous  acquiescence  signified  on  the  part  of  the  belligerent 
government — some  consent  obtained,  upon  an  entire  disclosure  of 
the  intention  fully  substantiated. 

Now,  what  is  the  course  of  this  transaction  ?    Has  any  such 
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1807  oommimication  been  made,  or  any  such  acquiesoenoe  signified? 
Attffust  12.  Nothing  appears  to  either  eflfeot.  Is  there  any  person  sent  from 
The  the  neutral  port  whose  character  in  the  service  of  his  sovereign 
might  a£Ford  any  guarantee  or  protection  against  abuse  P  No  such 
thing.  On  the  contrary,  the  whole  contract  has  been  carried  on 
at  Amsterdam,  and  the  management  of  the  vessel  is  at  last  entrusted 
to  an  old  Dutchman,  who,  though  he  says  he  is  burgher  of  Knip- 
hausen,  has  never  set  his  foot  in  that  place.  I  can  hardly  persuade 
myself  that  there  must  not  have  been  some  imposition  practised  in 
this  affair,  since  I  cannot  conceive  that  the  august  person  for  whom 
the  claim  is  given,  and  who  is  no  doubt  desirous  of  preserving,  with 
most  perfect  honour,  his  relations  of  amity  with  this  country,  should 
put  a  vessel  of  this  description  into  the  hands  of  such  a  master  as 
this  is,  accompanied  by  a  crew  all  picked  up  at  Amsterdam. 
Admitting,  as  we  must,  that  he  was  privy  to  the  purchase,  we  can 
hardly  doubt,  at  the  same  time,  that  those  persons  who  have  had 
the  management  of  this  business  have  conducted  it  in  a  manner 
very  opposite  to  his  inclinations  and  interests. 

Where  is  the  vessel  found  P  The  mate  says,  "  within  two  or 
two  and  a  half  Dutch  miles  of  the  Vlie ;  "  and  the  master,  who 
takes  the  utmost  latitude,  admits, ''  within  four."  In  the  month  of 
June,  and  in  such  weather  as  we  have  notoriously  had  during  that 
month,  that  a  man  should  not  find  his  way  into  the  Jade  without 
getting  immediately  dose  to  the  land  of  Holland,  that  he  should 
be  found  in  this  situation,  without  having  attempted  to  alter  his 
course  or  to  retrace  his  steps,  and  that  he  should  be  continuing  to 
steer  on  towards  the  coast  of  Holland,  though  it  is  not  pretended 
that  he  did  not  know  where  he  was,  are  such  circumstances  as  con- 
vince me  that  some  imposition  has  been  practised.  To  say  precisely 
what  it  is  may  be  presumptuous,  though  all  the  circumstances  tend 
to  establish  a  belief  that  the  parties  entrusted  with  the  execution  of 
this  project  looked  to  a  restitution  of  this  ship  into  the  possession 
of  Holland.  I  cannot  doubt  that  there  has  been  some  imposition 
practised  on  the  august  person  whose  name  has  been  used.  If 
there  are  any  circumstances  whidi  can  be  brought  forward  on  this 
part  to  elucidate  this  transaction,  they  will  be  addressed  with  better 
effect  to  the  Superior  Tribunal,  which  may  be  composed  of  persons 
better  enabled  to  judge  of  the  conduct  of  persons  in  that  elevated 
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station  than  I  can  consider  myself  to  be.     My  judgment  is,  that        1807 
the  transaction  of  this  purchase,  taking  it  to  have  been  made,  has  — l^!^f — — 
been  conducted  in  a  manner  that  cannot  be  considered  as  legal.  .,  ^^"^ 

aaim  rejected.  Sir  W-  Soott, 


THE  NEPTUNTJS  (No.  5).  t^?;,^^' 

^  ^  403.] 

Cargo — Capture — Trade  of  Ally  with  Enemy. 

Trade  with  the  enemy  by  an  ally  in  contraband  articles,  or  articles  in 
the  nature  of  contraband,  is  illegal. 

This  was  one  of  an  important  class  of  cases  of  Swedish  ships,        1807 
captured  on  a  voyage  from  the  ports  of  Sweden  to  Amsterdam  ^^^^  ^^'  ^^' 
with  cargoes  of  pitch  and  tar,  in  which  the  question  turned  on  the 
effect  of  a  modified  permission  of  trade  with  the  common  enemy, 
in  innocent  articles,  on  the  part  of  an  ally  in  the  war. 

Sir  W.  Soott. — ^This  is  the  case  of  a  ship  and  cargo  of  pitch 
and  tar  going  from  Gottenburgh  to  Amsterdam,  on  which  several 
questions  arise,  first  as  to  the  liberty  of  carrying  such  cargoes 
under  the  present  situation  of  this  country  and  Sweden;  and, 
secondly,  whether  there  is  anything  of  a  special  nature  to  vary  the 
general  rule  which  would  be  otherwise  applicable  to  the  case. 
The  right  of  carrying  pitch  and  tar  has  long  been  a  subject  of 
much  contention ;  this  country  contending  that  they  were  to  be 
considered  as  contraband,  Sweden,  on  the  contrary,  maintaining 
that  they  were  not  contraband  when  they  were  the  produce  of  the 
exporting  country.  After  long  and  passionate  discussion  on  this 
subject,  which  has  irritated  the  feelings  of  the  two  countries  for 
two  centuries,  a  sort  of  compromise  was  at  length  adopted,  and  the 
late  treaty  was  formed  as  a  kind  of  middle  term,  in  which  both 
parties  abated  something  of  their  original  pretensions.  It  was 
agreed  that  these  articles  should  be  considered  not  as  absolutely 
contraband,  nor  yet  as  entirely  free  and  innocent,  but  as  liable  to 
this  exercise  of  the  right  of  war,  "that  they  should  be  subject  to 
seizure  for  pre-emption."  This  was  the  substance  of  the  treaty 
that  was  formed  for  the  regulation  of  the  trade  of  Sweden,  when 
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1807         that  ooiintry  was  at  peace  and  in  a  state  of  neutrality  towards  eadi 
Auputt  12, 14.  Qf  j.jj^  belKgerent  powers. 

The  That,  however,  is  not  the  present  situation  of  the  two  countries, 

since  Sweden  has  long  been  engaged  with  this  country  in  hostility 

against  a  common  enemy.     The  question,  therefore,  is  to  be  taken 

up  on  different  grounds,  as  depending  on  the  general  principles 

belonging  to  such  a  state  of  warlike  confederacy,  on  what  has 

passed  between  the  two  Courts  immediately  applicable  to  this 

subject,  and  on  the  public  orders  which  have  issued  for  the 

regulation  of  trade.     It  is  well  known  that  a  declaration  of 

hostility  naturally  carries  with  it  an  interdiction  of  all  commercial 

intercourse;  it  leaves  the  belligerent  countries  in  a  state  that  is 

inconsistent  with  the  relations  of  commerce.     This  is  the  natural 

result  of  a  state  of  war,  and  it  is  by  no  means  necessary  that  there 

should  be  a  special  interdiction  of  commerce  to  produce  this  effect. 

At  the  same  time  it  has  happened,  since  the  world  has  grown  more 

commercial,  that  a  practice  has  crept  in  of  admitting  particular 

relaxations;  and  if  one  State  only  is  at  war,  no  injury  is  committed 

to  any  other  State.    It  is  of  no  importance  to  other  nations  how 

much  a  single  belligerent  chooses  to  weaken  and  dilute  his  own 

rights.     But  it  is  otherwise  when  allied  nations  are  pursuing  a 

common  cause  against  a  common  enemy.     Between  them  it  must 

be  token  as  an  implied,  if  not  an  express  contract,  that  one  State 

shall  not  do  anything  to  defeat  the  genertd  object.     If  one  State 

admits  its  subjects  to  carry  on  an  uninterrupted  trade  with  the 

enemy  the  consequence  may  be  that  it  will  supply  that  aid  and 

comfort  to  the  enemy,  especially  if  it  is  an  enemy  depending,  like 

Holland,  very  materially  on  the  resources  of  foreign  commerce, 

which  may  be  very  injurious  to  the  prosecution  of  the  common 

cause  and  the  interests  of  its  ally.    It  should  seem  that  it  is  not 

enough,  therefore,  to  say  that  the  one  State  has  allowed  this 

practice  to  its  own  subjects;  it  should  appear  to  be  at  least 

desirable  that  it  could  be  shown  that  either  the  practice  is  of  such 

a  nature  as  can  in  no  manner  interfere  with  the  common  operations 

or  that  it  has  the  allowance  of  the  confederate  State. 

If  Sweden  and  Holland  are  at  war  there  is  no  occasion  for  a 
special  prohibition,  as  is  intimated  in  Mr.  Alderberg's  letter.  But 
if  it  is  taken  on  the  evidence  of  the  correspondence,  that  the 
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Swedish  Government  has  given  an  express  liberty  to  its  subjects        I807 

to  freight  vessels  for  the  ports  of  Holland,  this  must  necessarily     "^^^ ! : 

admit  of  some  limitations ;  for  can  it  be  maintained,  under  the    ^,  "^^ 
,  riEPTUNirs. 

latitude  of  that  expression,  that  they  might  carry  gunpowder,  or        

any  other  artide  in  a  state  of  preparation  for  the  purposes  of  war  P 
It  is  not  enough  to  say  that  it  is  the  natural  produce  of  the 
country,  because  that  principle  must  have  its  limits  in  acknow- 
ledged principles  of  self-defence  on  the  part  of  the  allied  belli- 
gerent. Suppose  the  case  of  a  country  so  unfortunately  framed  by 
nature  as  to  produce  nothing  but  sulphur,  wood,  and  nitre,  or  that 
iron  was  the  only  production,  can  it  be  said  that  the  inhabitants  of 
that  country  should  be  at  liberty  to  export  their  own  manufacture 
of  gunpowder  or  cannon  to  the  ports  of  the  enemy  P  There  must 
be  some  limitation  assigned  to  pretensions  of  this  kind.  Where 
are  they  to  be  found  P  In  the  order  that  has  been  issued  by  our 
own  government  (a),  reciting  "  that  information  had  been  received 
that  Sweden  allows  a  trade  in  innocent  articles  only,"  and  confirm- 
ing the  liberty  of  trade  to  that  extent.  It  appears  from  Mr. 
Canning's  letter  that  some  discussion  had  taken  place  on  this 
subject  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Swedish  Minister, 
in  which  a  confident  persuasion  is  expressed  on  the  part  of  this 
government  that  Sweden  could  not  mean  to  suffer  a  supply  of 
naval  stores  to  be  carried  to  the  ports  of  the  enemy.  That  being 
the  construction  which  this  government  has  put  upon  the  per- 
mission, it  must  be  binding  on  this  Court.  Permission  is  under- 
stood to  be  granted  for  innocent  articles,  but  with  an  exclusion  of 
naval  stores.  Then  waiving  the  question  of  contraband,  it  is  su£S- 
oient  to  ask  whether  the  articles,  of  which  this  cargo  is  composed, 
fall  under  the  description  of  navtd  stores,  and  that  is  a  question 
which  answers  itself. 

It  is  said  that  the  terms  of  the  letter  seem  to  reserve  the  con- 
sideration of  naval  stores  for  further  discussion,  and  the  Court  is 
requested  to  suspend  its  judgment  till  that  discussion  has  taken 
place.  But  it  is  not  to  be  inferred  from  the  request  made  for 
additional  security,  on  the  part  of  this  country,  that  we  should 
suspend  our  own  declaration  on  the  subject,  which  is  expressed  in 

(a)  July  31st,  1807. 
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1807         definite  terms.     Nothing  is  reserved  as  to  the  question  whether 
uffust  12, 14.  -piioj^  and  tar  are  to  be  considered  as  innocent  articles   or  not. 
The         That  is  expressly  determined  by  the  restriction  of  naval  and 
—    '    military  stores,  regarding  which  it  cannot  admit  of  a  doubt  that 
"    '   ^  •   these  articles  are  to  be  included  under  that  description.    I  am  of 
opinion  that,  where  such  articles  occur,  though  the  word  contra- 
band may  be  kept  out  of  sight,  the  Court  is  bound  to  consider 
them  as  of  the  nature  of  contraband,  in  such  a  sense  as  renders  it 
impossible  that  they  could  be  included  under  the  description  of 
innocent  articles. 

This  is  the  general  principle  that  I  feel  myself  bound  to  apply 
to  the  whole  class.  And  in  no  instance  can  the  penalty  of  confis- 
cation be  applied  with  more  propriety  than  in  this  first  case  which 
occurs,  in  which  the  parties  exporting  these  articles  to  the  enemy 
are  British  subjects  domiciled  in  Sweden.  It  has  been  decided, 
both  in  this  Court  and  in  the  Court  of  Appeal,  that  though  a 
British  subject,  resident  abroad,  may  engage  generally  in  trade 
with  the  enemy,  he  cannot  carry  on  such  a  trade  in  articles  of  a 
contraband  nature.  The  duties  of  allegiance  travel  with  them,  so 
as  to  restrain  them  from  supplying  articles  of  that  kind  to  the 
enemy.  This,  however,  I  only  mention  as  an  aggravation  of  this 
particular  case.  On  the  general  questional  have  no  hesitation 
in  pronouncing  that  the  pitch  and  tar  wiU  be  subject  to  condem- 
nation. 

But  it  is  contended  that  the  innocent  parts  of  the  cargo  also  and 
the  ship  itself  will  be  subject  to  condemnation,  on  the  known 
principle  that  the  infection  of  contraband  extends  also  to  all 
interests  included  in  the  same  claim  on  behalf  of  the  same  pro- 
prietor. I  could  assent  to  that  argument  if  the  case  stood  only  on 
the  general  law ;  but  when  I  look  to  the  order  of  government  I 
find  "that  all  other  goods  are  directed  to  be  restored."  So  with 
regard  to  the  ship.  It  has  been  uniformly  held  on  general  prin- 
ciples that  the  vessel  belonging  to  the  jwroprietor  of  contraband 
goods  is  liable  to  confiscation.  But  the  order  itself,  in  directing 
the  restitution  of  all  other  goods,  implies  that  this  class  of  oases  is 
not  to  be  decided  strictly  on  the  general  principle  of  contraband. 
Swedish  vessels  have  been  allowed  to  go  to  the  ports  of  the  enemy 
with  permitted  goods,  and  this  country  has  acquiesced  in  that 
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indidgenoe.    I  shall  not,  therefore,  apply  the  principles  of  contra-        1807 
band  to  the  ship  under  this  modified  state  of  the  general  rule.  ^«^«^<  12,  u. 

There  is  one  parcel  of  goods,  I  perceive,  in  which  the  bill  of        Thb 

lading  has  been  endorsed  over  to  the  consignee  in  Holland,  and        

the  master  in  his  deposition  says,  "that  he  believes  they  would  have  ®"^  "  •  °^^^' 
become  the  property  of  the  consignee  on  arrival/'  This,  I  conceive, 
is  such  a  transfer  of  the  property  as  will  render  those  particular 
goods  liable  to  confiscation.  The  innocent  goods,  it  appears,  were 
going  under  a  special  licence  granted  by  the  King  of  Holland  to 
Andersen  &  Co.  at  Amsterdam,  to  import  a  certain  number  of 
cargoes  in  Swedish  ships.  This  has  so  much  the  appearance  of  a 
special  induUo  that  it  may  not  be  without  its  consequence  in  deter- 
mining on  the  national  character  of  a  trade  so  carried  on,  even  on 
the  part  of  Swedish  subjects.  If  it  is  pressed  I  shall  require  some 
explanation  to  be  given  of  the  nature  of  these  licences,  and  of  the 
manner  in  which  they  are  obtained  and  applied. 


THE  FEIENDSHIP.  [ec.Rob. 
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Neutral    Vessel — Emjoloyment    hy    Belligerent — Conveyance  of  Troops — Con^ 
demnation. 

The  carriage  by  a  neutral  ship  of  military  persons  irrespective  of 
numbers  in  the  service  of  a  belligerent,  even  if  the  master  is  ignorant  of 
the  character  of  the  service,  renders  such  ship  and  her  cargo  liable  to 
condemnation  (a). 


This  was  the  case  of  an  American  ship  bound  from  Baltimore 


1807 
August  19,  20. 

to  Bordeaux  with  thirty  tons  of  fustic  and  4,414  hogshead  staves,  September  24. 
and  ninety  passengers,  French  sailors  shipped  by  direction  of  the 
French  Minister  in  America.    The  ship  weus  claimed  by  M.  Qtiultier, 
a  Frenchman  by  birth,  but  a  subject  of  the  United  States. 

For  the  captors,  Arnold. 

For  the  claimant,  Laurence  and  Stcahey, 

m 

(a)  See  the  Ca/rolinat  antct  p.  385. 
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1807  Sir  W.  Scott. — This  is  an  American  ship  with  a  few  goods  of 

s^emb^'2i.'  small  bulk  and  little  value,  about  thirty  tons  of.  fustic,  and  some 

staves,  which  are  frequently  taken  as  dunnage  or  ballast,  but  veiy 

Fbizkdship.    seldom  as  a  principal  cargo.     But  there  is  a  cargo  on  board  of  a 

^Thb         different  kind:  ninety  passengers,  one  American,  five  French 

merchants,  and  the  rest  French  military  officers  and  mariners.     It 

has  been  objected  that  the  seventh  interrogatory  must  have  been 
improperly  addressed  to  the  witnesses,  since  it  has  extracted  an 
answer  from  the  master  which  could  not  have  been  suggested  by 
the  interrogatory  addressed  in  its  usual  and  proper  form.  The 
master  says  "that  the  vessel  was  not  a  French  transport;  that 
there  were  about  ninety  passengers  on  board,  but  who  paid  for 
their  passage  he  does  not  know ;  that  the  provisions  were  supplied 
by  the  owner  of  the  ship."  These  are  facts  which  do  not  naturally 
arise  out  of  the  interrogatory,  and  so  far  the  question  must  have 
been  irregular.  But  the  answer  is  not  of  a  nature  that  raises  ajij 
imputation  of  improper  deviation  from  duty  on  the  part  of  the 
Conmiissioners ;  because,  if  the  question  had  not  been  put  to  the 
witnesses  by  them,  it  is  one  which  I  should  certednly  have  thought 
it  necessary  to  address  to  them.  How  persons,  appearing  like 
those  on  board,  in  a  military  character,  were  taken  on  board  as 
passengers,  how  their  provisions  were  supplied,  are  questions  of 
fact  very  proper  to  be  answered.  Notwithstanding  there  may 
have  been  some  little  irregularity  in  the  form  in  which  the  inter- 
rogatories have  been  put,  with  reference  to  which  the  answer  has 
been  given,  that  the  ship  was  not  a  French  transport,  it  will  not 
be  necessary  to  delay  the  cause  for  the  purpose  of  having  them 
put  again,  under  the  authority  of  the  Court.  That  is  a  point 
which  the  Court  has  to  determine,  on  a  view  of  all  the  evidence, 
and  which  cannot  be  taken  ^either  way  merely  on  the  master's 
representation.  The  master  knows  little,  and  with  respect  to  what 
he  has  to  disclose,  the  Court  may  very  safely  proceed  on  his 
deposition  in  the  present  form. 

The  instructions  of  the  owner  are  produced,  directing  the  master 
'^  to  go  to  Annapolis,  there  to  take  as  many  passengers  as  you 
can  " ;  as  if  they  were  to  be  picked  up  accidentally,  and  without 
previous  contract  They  then  go  on  in  these  terms :  "  Tou  must 
go  to  Bordeaux,  and  deliver  the  fustic ;   you  will  endeavour  to 
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preserve  a  good  understanding  between  the  ptissengers  and  the        1807 
crew,  and  see  that  they  have  their  due  allowance,  according  to  the  sept^h^r'^A,' 
instructions  which  wUl  be  communicated  to  you."     "In  case  of         ~~~ 
British  capture  "  (an  event  which  seems  very  reasonably  to  have  Feibndbhip. 
been  apprehended),  "  or  being  carried  into  a  British  port,  you  will        The 
apply  to,"  &c.     It  is  evident  from  these  papers,  and  from  other 
circumstances,  that  there  must  have  been  a  formed  contract  between 
the  ovmer  and  the  person  who  was  to  pay  the  passage-money  for 
these  mariners.    No  such  instrument  is  produced,  and  on  inquiring 
for  it,  I  am  told  that  it  is  not  in  this  coimtry.     I  am,  therefore, 
left  in  the  dark  as  to  the  terms  of  the  contracting  parties,  and  I 
am  to  determine  from  other  parts  of  the  case  what  the  character  of 
this  vessel  is — whether  she  is  to  be  considered  as  a  neutral  vessel 
carrying  on  an  innoxious  commerce,  or  as  a  transport  vessel 
engaged  in  the  immediate  military  service  of  the  enemy. 

In  order  to  determine  how  far  the  vessel  was  engaged  in  a  com- 
mercial employment,  I  have  little  more  to  do  than  to  look  at  the 
nature  of  this  part,  or  parcel  of  the  cargo,  which  she  carries,  for  so 
it  is  called  by  the  mate,  and  also  by  the  master.  So  little,  however, 
do  the  French  officers  know  of  the  lading,  that  they  depose  "  that 
there  was  no  cargo  on  board,"  and  repeat  "  that  there  was  not  any 
lading  "  over  and  over  again.  I  observe  this  also  more  particularly 
with  respect  to  the  deposition  of  one  person,  M.  Septans,  who  was 
more  immediately  concerned  in  the  transaction,  being  a  sort  of 
superintendent  over  the  rest.  He  says  in  three  distinct  places 
"  that  there  was  no  cargo  on  board."  I  am  rather  led  by  this 
manner  of  deposing  to  conjecture  that  it  would  be  found  to  be  one 
of  the  conditions  of  the  contract  (if  it  could  be  inspected)  that 
there  should  not  be  any  cargo  taken  on  board,  but  that  the  whole 
space  should  be  reserved  for  the  accommodation  of  the  passengers ; 
and  that  these  witnesses  speak  correctly  imder  the  impression  of 
their  understanding  of  the  contract,  "  that  no  cargo  was  on  board." 

On  this  evidence  I  may,  I  think,  dispose  of  that  part  of  the  case 
which  depends  upon  character,  and  may  determine  that  the  vessel 
has  no  commercial  character  belonging  to  her  that  can  be  said  to 
arise  out  of  the  nature  of  her  lading.  As  far  as  it  is  contended 
that  the  ship  cannot  be  considered  as  a  transport,  because  she  had 
a  cargo  on  board,  I  am  of  opinion  that  all  such  argument  is 
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1807  effectually  answered,  and  that  there  was,  in  the  understanding  of 
s^iemblr*2i.'  ^^  parties,  no  cargo  on  board,  as  indeed  it  is  a  common  stipula- 
tion with  transports  that  none  shall  be  taken.  It  is  said  that  there 
is  nothing  in  the  form  of  a  charter-party  to  denote  the  yessel  to 
have  been  a  transport  imder  contract  with  the  enemy's  Govern- 
ment. I  know  of  no  precise  technical  definition  of  transport 
vessels  more  than  this,  that  they  are  vessels  hired  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  do  such  acts  as  shall  be  imposed  upon  them  in  the  militaiy 
service  of  the  coimtry.  In  this  country  there  is  a  particular 
department  of  office  called  the  Transport  Board,  and  the  vessels 
which  are  hired  by  that  board  are  distinguished  in  common  lan- 
guage by  the  name  of  transport  vessels.  Other  nations  may  have 
different  modes  of  conducting  this  service,  and  it  is  by  no  means 
essential  to  the  character  of  a  transport  that  she  should  be  char- 
tered in  any  particular  manner,  or  in  any  particular  form  of  words, 
or  by  any  particular  department  of  the  Government.  In  contracts 
made  abroad,  more  especially  where  the  same  opportunities  may 
not  occur,  it  would  be  still  less  to  be  expected  that  they  should  be 
confined  to  particular  forms.  If  French  vessels  are  not  to  be  found, 
others  must  be  employed  on  their  own  terms.  The  form,  there- 
fore, is  of  no  importance.  The  substance  of  the  thing  is  this, 
whether  they  are  vessels  hired  by  the  agents  of  the  Government, 
for  the  purpose  of  conveying  soldiers  or  stores  in  the  service  of  the 
State.  That  is  the  substance ;  and  it  signifies  nothing  whether 
the  men  so  conveyed  are  to  be  put  into  action  on  an  immediate 
expedition  or  not.  The  mere  shifting  of  drafts  in  detaohm^its, 
and  the  conveyance  of  stores  from  one  place  to  another,  is  an 
ordinary  employment  of  transport  vessels,  and  it  is  a  distinction 
totally  unimportant,  whether  this  or  that  case  may  be  connected 
with  the  immediate  active  service  of  the  enemy.  In  removing 
forces  from  distant  settlements,  there  may  be  no  intention  of 
immediate  action;  but  still  the  general  importance  of  having 
troops  conveyed  to  places,  where  it  is  convenient  that  they  should 
be  collected,  either  for  present  or  future  use,  is  what  constitutes  the 
object  and  employment  of  transport  vessels.  I  therefore  discard 
that  distinction,  that  these  persons  were  not  going  on  an  immediate 
active  expedition. 

Then  what  are  the  circumstances  that  disclose  themselves  in  this 
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ease  P  If  the  contract  is  not  on  board,  but  is  industriously  con-  1807 
oealed  from  the  master,  who  professes  to  know  nothing  about  it,  ^^^^'^t' 
or  if  he  wilfully  suppresses  the  fact,  though  it  is  in  his  knowledge, 
that  will  not  defeat  the  Courts  of  the  belligerent  of  their  right  of  Feibndbhip. 
putting  the  proper  construction  on  the  act  done.  This  then  -.  ''^^™ 
appears  that  it  was  a  trtosaction  entered  into  with  the  privity  and 
consent  of  the  French  Government.  It  was  done  under  the 
authority  of  what  the  French  call  their  public  functionary,  their 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  in  America.  There  is  an  order  from 
the  representative  of  the  French  Government,  dated  May  31st, 
"  directing  an  officer  by  the  name  of  Aubrey,  in  virtue  of  the  dis- 
position of  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  resident  in  the  United 
States,  to  disembark  from  the  Eok  and  to  go  on  board  the 
American  ship  the  Unions  destined  immediately  to  France." 
There  is  also  another  paper,  from  the  Commissary  of  Marine  at 
St.  Domingo,  which  grants  ^'permission  to  Mr.  Septans,  late 
accountable  agent  to  the  French  ship  the  Felicitej  to  return  to 
France  in  a  neutral  vessel,  on  condition  that  he  should  present 
himself  to  the  constituted  authority  of  the  port  at  which  he  should 
land."  So  in  the  public  papers  the  other  persons  also  are  required 
"  to  render  themselves  at  the  port  of  their  arrival  in  France  to  the 
Bureau  Maritime,  there  to  receive  further  orders."  There  cannot 
be  stronger  evidence  than  this  that  these  persons  are  still  retained 
in  the  public  service.  Then  comes  the  certificate  of  the  French 
consul  at  Maryland,  which  orders  Mr.  Septans  to  go  on  board  as 
accountable  agent  in  this  ship,  to  **  preserve  the  police,"  which  is  a 
strong  term,  and  may  be  supposed  to  include  something  of  military 
discipline,  ''and  to  act  with  the  senior  officers  among  the  pas- 
fiengers,"  manifestly  keeping  up  a  military  subordination,  "accord- 
ing to  instructions  which  he  would  receive."  No  such  instructions 
are  produced,  but  it  is  clear  that  some  must  have  been  delivered 
which  are  now  withheld.  Then  comes  the  muster-roll,  which 
describes  these  passengers  in  their  several  capacities  as  military 
and  naval  officers,  and  mariners  of  all  classes,  being  the  relics  of 
the  crews  of  two  vessels  going  back  to  France,  stiU  preserving  their 
professional  character  and  situation  as  part  of  the  marine  of 
France,  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  marine  department  on  their 
arrival,  and  going  at  the  expense  of  the  French  Government.  Is 
it  not  ludicrous,  then,  to  speak  of  the  cargo  of  this  vessel  as  being 
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1807  any  other  than  these  passengers  for  whom  the  ship  was  freighted  P 
wJ^r^  24^  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  the  charter-party  was  produced,  which  is 
now  skulking  in  obscurity,  it  would  appear  to  be  a  fundamental 
condition  of  that  contract  that  no  cargo  should  be  taken  on  board. 
Under  these  circumstances  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  vessel  is  to 
be  considered  as  a  French  transport ;  it  would  be  a  very  different 
case  if  a  vessel  appeared  to  be  carrying  only  a  few  individual 
invalided  soldiers  or  discharged  sailors,  taken  on  board  by  chance 
and  at  their  own  charge.  Looking  at  the  description  given  of  the 
men  on  board,  I  am  satisfied  that  they  are  still  as  effectiye 
members  of  the  French  mariue  as  any  can  be.  Shall  it  be  said, 
then,  that  this  is  an  innoxious  trade,  or  that  it  is  an  innocent  ooou- 
pation  of  the  vessel?  What  are  arms  and  ammunition  in  compari- 
son with  men,  who  may  be  going  to  be  conveyed  perhaps  to 
renew  their  activity  on  our  own  shores  P  They  are  persons  in  a 
military  capacity,  who  could  not  have  made  their  escape  in  a  vessel 
of  their  own  coimtry.  Can  it  be  allowed  that  neutral  vessels  shall 
be  at  liberty  to  step  in  and  make  themselves  a  vehicle  for  the 
liberation  of  such  persons,  whom  the  chance  of  war  has  made  in 
some  measure  prisoners  in  a  distant  port  of  their  own  colonies  in 
the  West  Indies  P  It  is  asked,  will  you  lay  down  a  principle  that 
may  be  carried  to  the  length  of  preventing  a  military  officer  in  the 
service  of  the  enemy  from  finding  his  way  home  in  a  neutral  vessel 
from  America  to  Europe  P  If  he  was  going  merely  as  an  ordinary 
passenger,  as  other  passengers  do,  and  at  his  own  expense,  the 
question  would  present  itself  in  a  very  different  form.  Neither 
this  Court  nor  any  other  British  tribunal  has  ever  laid  down  the 
principle  to  that  extent.  This  is  a  case  differently  composed.  It 
is  the  case  of  a  vessel  letting  herself  out  in  a  distinct  manner, 
under  a  contract  with  the  enemy's  Government,  to  convey  a 
number  of  persons,  described  as  being  in  the  service  of  the  enemy, 
with  their  military  character  travelling  with  them,  and  to  restore 
them  to  their  ovm  country  in  that  character.  I  do  with  perfect 
satisfeiction  of  mind  pronounce  this  to  be  a  case  of  a  ship  engaged 
in  a  course  of  trade  which  cannot  be  considered  to  be  permitted  to 
neutral  vessels,  and  without  hesitation  pronounce  this  vessel  subject 
to  condemnation. 


The  fustic  and  staves  were  condemned  also. 
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Sir  W.  Scott. — This  is  the  case  of  an  admitted  Ameiioan  vessel;        1807 
but  the  title  to  restitution  is  impugned,  on  the  ground  of  its  having  ^'^i^^'^i 

been  employed  at  the  time  of  the  capture  in  the  service  of  the  

enemy  in  transporting  military  persons  first  to  Macao,  and  ulti-    Oeozkmbo. 

mately  to  Batavia.    That  a  vessel  hired  by  the  enemy  for  the  gj^  wTsoott 

conveyance  of  military  persons  is  to  be  considered  as  a  transport 

subject  to  condemnation  has  been  in  a  recent  case  held  by  this 

Court,  and  on  other  occasions.     What  is  the  number  of  military 

persons  that  shall  constitute  such  a  case  it  may  be  difficult  to 

define.    In  the  former  case  there  were  many,  in  the  present  there 

are  much  fewer  in  number ;  but  I  accede  to  what  has  been  observed 

in  argument,  that  number  alone  is  an  insignificant  circumstance  in 

the  considerations  on  which  the  principle  of  law  on  this  subject  is 

built,  since  fewer  persons  of  high  quality  and  character  may  be  of 

more  importance  than  a  much  greater  number  of  persons  of  lower 

condition.    To  send  out  one  veteran  general  of  France  to  take  the 

command  of  the  forces  at  Batavia  might  be  a  much  more  noxious 

act  than  the  conveyance  of  a  whole  regiment.    The  consequences 

of  such  assistance  are   greater;    and  therefore  it  is  what  the 

belligerent  has  a  stronger  right  to  prevent  and  punish.     In  this 

instance  the  military  persons  are  three,  and  there  are,  besides,  two 

other  persons,  who  were  going  to  be  employed  in  civil  capacities  in 

the  government  of  Batavia.     Whether  the  principle  would  apply 

to  them  alone,  I  do  not  feel  it  necessary  to  determine.     I  am  not 

aware  of  any  case  in  which  that  question  has  been  agitated ;  but  it 

appears  to  me,  on  principle,  to  be  but  reasonable  that,  whenever  it 

is  of  sufficient  importance  to  the  enemy  that  such  persons  should 

be  sent  out  on  the  public  service  at  the  public  expense,  it  should 

afford  equal  ground  of  forfeiture  against  the  vessel  that  may  be  let 

out  for  a  purpose  so  intimately  connected  with  the  hostile  operations. 

It  has  been  argued  that  the  master  was  ignorant  of  the  character 
of  the  service  on  which  he  was  engaged,  and  that,  in  order  to 
support  the  penaliy,  it  would  be  necessary  that  there  should  be 
some  proof  of  delinquency  in  him  or  his  owner.  But  I  conceive 
that  is  not  necessary ;  it  will  be  sufficient  if  there  is  an  injury 
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1807         arising  to  the  belligerent  from  the  employment  in  which  the  vessel 
s^^!nber*2i,   ^  found.     In  the  case  of  the  Swedish  vessel  (a),  there  was  no 

I~         mens  rea  in  the  owner,  or  in  any  other  person  acting  nnder  his 

FBisNDaHip.    authority.      The  master  was  an  involuntaiy  agent,  acting  \xnAffc 

O  "mfBo     <^D^P^ilflion  put  upon  him  by  the  oflSoers  of  the  French  Govem- 

ment,  and,  so  far  as  intention    alone  is  considered,  perfectly 

innocent.  In  the  same  manner,  in  cases  of  bon&  fide  ignorance, 
there  may  be  no  actual  delinquency;  but  if  the  service  is  injurious, 
that  will  be  sufficient  to  give  the  belligerent  a  right  to  prevent  the 
thing  from  being  done,  or  at  least  repeated,  by  enforcing  flie 
penalty  of  confiscation.  If  imposition  has  been  practised,  it 
operates  as  force ;  and  if  redress  in  the  way  of  indemnification  is 
to  be  sought  against  any  person,  it  must  be  against  those  who 
have,  by  means  either  of  compulsion  or  deceit,  exposed  the 
property  to  danger.  If,  therefore,  it  was  the  most  innocent  case 
on  the  part  of  the  master,  if  there  was  nothing  whatever  to  affect 
him  with  privity,  the  whole  amount  of  this  argument  would  be 
that  he  must  seek  his  redress  against  the  freighter,  otherwise  such 
opportunities  of  conveyance  would  be  constantly  used,  and  it  would 
be  almost  impossible,  in  the  greater  number  of  cases,  to  prove  the 
knowledge  and  privity  of  the  immediate  offender. 

It  has  been  argued  throughout  as  if  the  ignorance  of  the  master 
alone  would  be  sufficient  to  exempt  the  property  of  the  owner  from 
confiscation.  But  may  there  not  be  other  persons,  besides  the 
master,  whose  knowledge  and  privity  would  carry  with  it  the  same 
consequences  P  Suppose  the  owner  himself  had  knowledge  of  the 
engagement,  would  not  that  produce  the  mens  rea^  if  such  a  thing 
is  necessary  P  or  if  those  who  had  been  employed  to  act  for  the 
owner  had  thought  fit  to  engage  the  ship  in  a  service  of  this  nature, 
keeping  the  master  in  profound  ignorance,  would  it  not  be  just  as 
effectual,  if  the  mem  rea  is  necessary,  that  it  should  reside  in  those 
persons  as  in  the  owner  P  The  observations  which  I  shall  have 
occasion  to  make  on  the  remaining  parts  of  this  case  will,  perhaps, 
appear  to  justify  such  a  supposition,  either  that  the  owner  himself, 
or  those  who  acted  for  him  in  Lisbon  or  in  Holland,  were  connu- 
sant  of  the  nature  of  the  whole  transaction.     But  I  will  first  state 

(a)  Carolina,  ante,  p.  385. 
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difitinctly  that  the  principle  on  which  I  determine  this  case  is,  that        1807 
the  carrying  military  persons  to  the  colony  of  an  enemy,  who  are  sepitemh^rn, 

there  to  take  on  them  the  exercise  of  their  military  functions,  will 

.  Thb 

lead  to  condemnation,  and  that  the  Court  is  not  to  scan  with  FaiENDeHip. 

<ninute  arithmetic  the  number  of  persons  that  are  so  carried.     If  it        'I'hb 

Obozembo. 

has  appeared  to  be  of  sufficient  importance  to  the  government  of        

the  enemy  to  send  them,  it  must  be  enough  to  put  the  adverse  ^'  * 
government  on  the  exerdBe  of  their  right  of  prevention,  and  the 
ignorance  of  the  master  can  afford  no  ground  of  exculpation  in 
favour  of  the  owner,  who  must  seek  his  remedy  in  cases  of  decep- 
tion as  well  as  of  force  against  those  who  have  imposed  upon  him. 
Having  stated  the  principle  on  which  my  judgment  must  be 
understood  to  rest,  I  will  advert  a  little  to  some  incidental  circum« 
stances  of  the  case. 

[The  Court  then  examined  the  evidence,  and  concluded :] 

On  every  view  which  I  take  of  the  case,  on  the  principle  of  law 
or  on  the  evidence  of  the  f  eicts,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing 
that  this  vessel  is  liable  to  be  considered  as  a  transport,  let  out  in 
the  service  of  the  Government  of  Holland,  and  that  it  is,  as  such, 
subject  to  condemnation. 


THE  ATALANTA.  [ec.Rob. 

THE  CAEOUNE.  [eaUb. 

461.] 
Capture — Neutral   Ship — Despatches    of  Enemy — Fraudulent    Concealment — 
Condemnation  of  Ship  and  Cargo, 

The  carrying  of  despatches  of  a  belligerent  on  a  neutral  ship  places 
such  ship  in  the  service  of  the  belligerent,  and  the  fraudulent  conceal- 
ment of  such  despatches  subjects  both  ship  and  cargo  to  condemnation. 
But  this  rule  does  not  apply  to  despatches  from  the  ambassador  of 
a  belligerent  in  a  neutral  State  to  his  Government.  Definition  of 
despatches. 

This  was  a  case  of  a  Bremen  ship  (a)  .and  cargo,  captured  on  a        1808 
voyage  from  Batavia  to  Bremen,  on  the  14th  of  July,  1807,      ^jJJ^jf// 


(a)  The  ship  in  this  case  had  been      vessel,  in  the  Isle  of  France,  in  the 
recently  purchased  as. an  American     place  of  the  former  vessel  which  had 
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1808 

March  4. 
April  1 . 

The 

Atalamta. 

Thb 
Gabounb. 


having  oome  last  from  the  Isle  of  Franoe,  where  a  packet  con- 
taining despatches  from  the  government  of  the  Isle  of  France  to 
the  Minister  of  Marine  at  Paris  was  taken  on  board  by  the  master 
and  one  of  the  supercargoes,  and  was  afterwards  found  conoealed, 
in  the  possession  of  the  second  supercargo,  under  circumstances 
detailed  in  the  judgment. 

[The  first  portion  of  the  judgment  dealt  entirely  with  the  facts 
of  the  case,  and  the  Court  in  conclusion  found  that  ''the  fact  of 
a  fraudulent  concealment  and  suppression  [of  public  despatches] 
is  most  satisfactorily  demonstrated."] 

The  case  was  argued  by  the  Kingh  Advocate^  Laurence  and 
Adams,  for  the  captors;  and  by  Robinson  and  Stoddart  for  the 
claimants. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — The  question  then  is,  what  are  the 

legal  consequences  attaching  on  such  a  criminal  act  [fraudulent 
concealment  of  despatches],  for  that  it  is  criminal  and  most 
noxious  is  scarcely  denied.  What  might  be  the  consequences  of  a 
simple  transmission  of  despatches  I  am  not  called  upon  by  the 
necessities  of  the  present  case  to  decide,  because  I  have  already 
pronounced  this  to  be  a  fraudulent  case.  That  the  simple  carrying 
of  despatches  between  the  colonies  and  the  mother  country  of  the 
enemy  is  a  service  highly  injurious  to  the  other  belligerent  is  most 
obvious.  In  the  present  state  of  the  world,  in  the  hostilities  of 
European  powers,  it  is  an  object  of  great  importance  to  preserve 
the  connection  between  the  mother  country  and  her  colonies ;  and 
to  interrupt  that  connection,  on  the  part  of  the  other  belligerent, 
is  one  of  the  most  energetic  operations  of  war.  The  importance 
of  keeping  up  that  connection,  for  the  concentration  of  troops  and 
for  various  militajy  purposes,  is  manifest;  and,  I  may  add,  for  the 
supply  of  civil  assistance  also  and  support,  because  the  infliction  of 
civil  distress,  for  the  purpose  of  compelling  a  surrender,  forms  no 


been  driven  into  the  Isle  of  France 
in  great  distress,  and  there  sold  under 
the  authority  of  the  Court  of  Ad- 
miralty of  that  island  with  so  much 


of  the  cargo  as  was  required  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  transhipment, 
and  the  purchase  of  the  present 
vessel. 


SipW.fiteott, 
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inconsiderable  paxt  of  the  operations  of  war.  It  is  not  to  be  woa 
argued,  therefore,  that  the  importance  of  these  despatches  might  j^n! 
relate  only  to  the  civil  wants  of  the  colony,  and  that  it  is  necessary  I~ 
to  show  a  military  tendency ;  because  the  object  of  compelling  a  Atalakti.. 
surrender  being  a  measure  of  war,  whatever  is  conducive  to  that  cabSib. 
event  must  also  be  considered,  in  the  contemplation  of  law,  as  an 
object  of  hostility,  although  not  produced  by  operations  strictly 
military.  How  is  this  intercourse  with  the  mother  country  kept 
up  in  time  of  peace :  by  ships  of  war,  or  by  packets  in  the  service 
of  the  State  P  If  a  war  intervenes,  and  the  other  belligerent  pre- 
vails to  interrupt  that  communication,  any  person  steppmg  in  to 
lend  himself  to  effect  the  same  purpose  under  the  privilege  of  an 
ostensible  neutral  character,  does  in  feiot  place  himself  in  the 
service  of  the  enemy  State,  and  is  justly  to  be  considered  in  that 
character.  Nor  let  it  be  supposed  that  it  is  an  act  of  light  and 
casual  importance.  The  consequence  of  such  a  service  is  indefinite, 
infinitely  beyond  the  effect  of  any  contraband  that  can  be  con- 
veyed. The  carrying  of  two  or  three  cargoes  of  stores  is  neces- 
sarily an  assistance  of  a  limited  nature ;  but  in  the  transmission  of 
despatches  may  be  conveyed  the  entire  plan  of  a  campaign  that 
may  defeat  all  the  projects  of  the  other  belligerent  in  that  quarter 
of  the  world.  It  is  true,  as  it  has  been  said,  that  one  ball  might 
take  off  a  Charles  the  XTTth,  and  might  produce  the  most  disastrous 
effects  in  a  campaign;  but  that  is  a  consequence  so  remote 
and  accidental,  that,  in  the  contemplation  of  himian  events,  it  is  a 
sort  of  evanescent  quantity  of  which  no  account  is  taken ;  and  the 
practice  has  been  accordingly,  that  it  is  in  considerable  quantities 
only  that  the  offence  of  contraband  is  contemplated.  The  case  of 
despatches  is  very  different ;  it  is  impossible  to  limit  a  letter  to  so 
small  a  size  as  not  to  be  capable  of  producing  the  most  important 
consequences  in  the  operations  of  the  enemy.  It  is  a  service  there- 
fore which,  in  whatever  degree  it  exists,  can  only  be  considered  in 
one  character,  as  an  act  of  the  most  noxious  and  hostile  nature. 

It  has  accordingly  been  so  held  in  decided  cases  that  fully  recog- 
nize the  principle,  for  on  this  principle  the  Constitution  (d), 
was  condemned  ;  and  how  is  that  case  to  be  distinguished  ?    It  is 

{a)  Lordp,  14th  July,  1802. 
R.  R  Tl 
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Atilahta. 

Thb 

Caboldtx. 
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nud  that  that  was  not  a  case  of  despatohes  simply^  but  that  it  was 
dependent  on  the  modified  relaxation  of  the  prinoiple  of  exdnsion 
from  the  colonial  trade  of  the  enemy  in  the  West  Indies ;  that  it 
was  also  a  case  of  carrying  backwards  and  forwards,  in  two 
separate  instances,  from  the  Havannah  to  Troxillo,  and  back 
again.  But  can  these  circumstances  make  any  difference  P  The 
exclusion  being  taken  off,  that  trade  stood  upon  the  common 
footing;  and  if  the  carrying  of  the  original  despatches  is  no  offence, 
will  the  circumstance  of  being  made  the  vehicle  of  carrying  the 
answer  to  those  dispatches  make  it  so  P 

The  case  of  the  Sally  (a)  has  been  mentioned  as  one  in 
which  this  principle  was  not  applied  at  the  commencement  of 
the  late  war ;  but  there  the  despatches  were  not  referable  to  the 
operations  of  war,  or  even  to  the  existence  of  war.  The  vessel  had 
sailed  before  the  knowledge  of  hostilities ;  and  the  despatches  were 
altogether  of  a  commercial  nature,  from  the  French  Minister  in 
America,  relating  to  a  contract  for  flour,  which  had  been  made 
(wholly  unconnected  with  the  war,  and  prior  to  the  expectation  of 
such  an  event)  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  France  and  the 
French  colonies  in  the  West  Indies  in  a  year  of  great  scarcity. 

The  Sope  (b)  is  another  case  which  has  been  mentioned  as 
an  instance  in  which  the  Superior  Court  passed  over  an  imputa- 
tion of  this  kind,  without  suffering  it  to  obstruct  the  sentence  of 
restitution,  which  was  finally  decreed.  But  in  that  case  it  was 
admitted  that  no  such  paper  was  on  board.  There  was  merely  a 
receipt,  appearing  to  have  been  given  by  the  captain,  for  a  packet 
taken  by  him  from  the  Governor  of  Batavia,  to  be  transmitted  to 
the  Dutch  Minister  in  America,  and  to  be  forwarded  ultimately  to 
Amsterdam.  In  fact,  the  question  was  not  raised ;  it  was  argued 
that  the  packet  might  not  have  been  on  board,  and  that  it  mighty 
notwithstanding  the  receipt,  have  been  sent  by  some  other  American 
ship,  of  which  there  were  several  lying  at  Batavia  at  the  same 
time.  The  case  came  before  the  Court  of  Appeal  from  the  Vice- 
Admiralty  Court  at  the  Cape  of  Q-ood  Hope,  and  the  Superior 
Court  acted  on  the  presumption  that  the  Court  below  had  made 
the  necessary  inquiry  and  had  been  satisfied  on  that  point.     The 


(a)  Ante,  p.  28. 


(ft)  Lords,  23rd  April,  1803. 
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appeal  proceeded  on  other  grounds,  and  therefore  the  question  did        iBOS 
not  fairly  present  itself,  and  the  Court  of  Appeal,  adopting  the      J^^i  i[ 
conclusion  of  the  Court  below  upon  the  point,  did  not  think  it        Z~ 
necessary  to  direct  further  inquiry  to  be  instituted  upon  this  fact    Atalajbtca^ 
when  the  cause  came  on  to  be  heard  and  when  the  opportunity  of    ^  '^^^ 
investigating  it  was  gone  by.     The  effect  of  that  decision,  there- 
fore, has  no  application  to  the  present  question. 

In  the  Treiide  Sostre  (a),  in  which  the  same  fact  came  inci- 
dentally before  this  Court,  the  question  of  law  was  avoided,  as  was 
also  that  of  contraband,  by  the  circumstance  that  before  the  seizure 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  to  which  port  the  vessel  was  going,  had 
ceased  to  be  a  colony  of  the  enemy  and  had  become  an  English 
settlement. 

In  the  Lisette  (6),  which  had  carried  a  Dutch  packet  in  the 
Danish  mail  bag,  the  vessel  was  captured  on  the  return  voyage, 
and  then  also  a  paper  of  this  description  was  produced  by  a 
woman,  who  had  so  discredited  herself  by  the  manner  in  which 
she  appeared  to  have  acted,  being  the  person  who  had  taken  the 
papers  on  board  by  fraud  against  the  master  (who  had  conducted 
himself  optima  fide^  and  had  exerted  his  utmost  influence  and 
authority  to  prevent  any  papers  from  being  put  on  board),  that  the 
CoTirt  repudiated  her  evidence  altogether,  and  refused  to  act  upon 
it  in  a  case  of  that  description. 

In  all  these  oases  the  principle  was  uniformly  asserted,  although 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  fact  appeared  did  not  lead  the 
Court  to  consider  it  with  that  particulariiy  which  the  nature  of  the 
present  case  requires.  Unless,  therefore,  it  can  be  said  that  there 
must  be  a  plurality  of  offences  to  constitute  the  delinquency,  it 
has  already  been  laid  down  by  the  Superior  Court,  in  the  Constitu^ 
tion,  that  the  fraudulent  carrying  the  despatches  of  the  enemy  is  a 
criminal  act  which  will  lead  to  condemnation.  Under  the  authority 
of  that  decision,  then,  I  am  warranted  to  hold  that  it  is  an  act 
which  will  affect  the  vehicle,  without  any  fear  of  incurring  the 
imputation  which  is  sometimes  strangely  cast  upon  this  Court,  that 
it  is  guilty  of  interpolations  in  the  laws  of  nations.  If  the  Court 
took  upon  itself  to  assume  principles  in  themselves  novel,  it  might 

(a)  Ante,  p.  688.  {h)  oih  May,  1807. 
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1808         justiy  incur  such  an  imputation,  but  to  apply  established  prindplefl 
^^  ll      to  new  cases  cannot  surely  be  so  considered.     All  law  is  resolvable 

~'        into  general  principles ;  the  cases  which  may  arise  undw  new  com- 
AxALiLVTi..     binations  of  circumstances,  leading  to  an  extended  application  of 

Thb  principles,  ancient  and  recognized  by  just  corollaries,  may  be 
infinite,  but  so  long  as  the  continuity  of  the  original  and  es- 
tablished principles  is  preserved  pure  and  unbroken  the  practice  is 
not  new,  nor  is  it  justly  chargeable  with  being  an  innovation  on 
the  ancient  law,  when,  in  fact,  the  Court  does  nothing  more  than 
apply  old  principles  to  new  circumstances.  If,  therefore,  the 
decision,  which  the  Court  has  to  pronounce  in  this  case,  stood  on 
principle  alone,  I  should  feel  no  scruple  in  resting  it  on  the  just 
and  fair  application  of  the  ancient  law.  But  the  fact  is  that  I 
have  the  direct  authority  of  the  Superior  Court  for  pronouncing 
that  the  carrying  the  despatches  of  the  enemy  brings  on  the  con- 
fiscation of  the  vehicle  so  employed. 

It  is  said  that  this  is  more  than  is  done  even  in  cases  of  contra- 
band, and  it  is  true  with  respect  to  the  very  lenient  practice  of  this 
country,  which  in  this  matter  recedes  very  much  from  the  correct 
principle  of  the  law  of  nations,  which  authorizes  the  penalty  of 
confiscation.  This  is  rightly  stated  by  Bynkershoek  to  depend  on 
this  fact,  whether  the  contraband  is  taken  on  board  with  the 
actual  or  presumed  knowledge  of  the  owner — I  say  presimied 
knowledge,  because  the  knowledge  of.  the  master  is,  in  law,  the 
knowledge  of  the  owner :  "  Si  sciverit,  ipse  est  in  dolOy  et  natis 
puhlicabitur^^  (a).  This  country,  which  however  much  its  practice 
may  be  misrepresented  by  foreign  writers,  and  sometimes  by  our 
own,  has  always  administered  the  law  of  nations  with  lenity, 
adopts  a  more  indulgent  rule,  inflicting  on  the  ship  only  a  for- 
feiture of  freight  in  ordinary  cases  of  contraband.  But  the  offence 
of  carrying  despatches  is,  it  has  been  observed,  greater.  To  talk  of 
the  confiscation  of  the  noxious  article,  the  despatches,  which  con- 
stitutes the  penalty  in  contraband,  would  be  ridiculous.  There 
would  be  no  freight  dependent  on  it,  and  therefore  the  same  precise 
penalty  cannot,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be  applied.  It  becomes 
absolutely  necessary,  as  well  as  just,  to  resort  to  some  other 

(a)  Bynker.  L  P.  c.  12,  p.  95. 
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measure  of  oonfisoation,  which  can  be  no  other  than  that  of  the        I8O8 
vehicle.  J^i  i] 


SipW.  Soott 


Then  comes  the  other  question,  whether  the  penalty  is  not  also  ^^ 
to  be  extended  further,  to  the  cargo,  being  the  property  of  the  Aialamta- 
same  proprietors,  not  merely  oh  continentiam  delictij  but  likewise  "^^ 
because  the  representatives  of  the  owners  of  the  cargo  are  directly 
involved  in  the  knowledge  and  conduct  of  this  guilty  transaction  P 
On  the  circumstances  of  the  present  case,  I  have  to  observe  that 
the  ofPence  is  as  much  the  act  of  those  who  are  the  constituted 
agents  of  the  cargo  as  of  the  master,  who  is  the  agent  of  the  ship. 
The  general  rule  of  law  is,  that  where  a  party  has  been  guilty  of 
an  interposition  in  the  war,  and  is  taken  in  delicto^  he  is  not  entitled 
to  the  aid  of  the  Court  to  obtain  the  restitution  of  any  part  of  his 
property  involved  in  the  same  transaction.  It  is  said  that  the 
term  "  interposition  in  the  war  "  is  a  very  general  term,  and  not 
to  be  loosely  applied.  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  is  an  aggravated 
case  of  active  interposition  in  the  service  of  the  enemy,  concerted 
and  continued  in  fraud,  and  marked  with  every  species  of  malig- 
nant conduct.  In  such  a  case  I  feel  myself  bound,  not  only  by 
the  general  rule,  ob  continentiam  delicti^  but  by  the  direct  participa- 
tion of  guilt  in  the  agents  of  the  cargo.  Their  own  immediate 
conduct  not  only  excludes  all  favourable  distinction,  but  makes 
them  pre-eminently  the  object  of  just  punishment.  The  conclusion 
therefore  is,  that  I  must  pronounce  the  ship  and  cargo  subject  to 
condemnation  (a). 

(a)  Other  cases  that  have  occurred  on  the  question  of  despatches,  are  the 
Constantia  (15th  March,  1808),  a  Danish  ship  taken  on  a  voyage  from 
the  Isle  of  France  to  Copenhagen,  haying  on  board  a  packet  which  was 
to  be  delivered  to  the  French  Ambassador  at  Copenhagen,  to  be  by  him 
forwarded  to  the  departments  of  government  in  France.  Hostilities  with 
Denmark  having  intervened,  the  claims  of  the  Danish  proprietor  could  not 
be  given.  The  case  was  argued  only,  with  respect  to  the  interest  in  the 
prize,  between  the  Crown  and  the  captors,  and  therefore  no  special  explana- 
tions were  offered  on  the  part  of  the  master.  The  Court  observed,  upon  the 
evidence,  that  the  master  appeared  to  have  taken  charge  of  this  packet 
knowingly ;  and  though  there  did  not  appear  to  have  been  any  fraudulent 
concealment,  he  had  been  in  the  custody  of  a  British  frigate  fifteen  days 
without  making  any  disclosure  of  the  fact;  that  he  was  part  owner  of  the 
vessel  and  of  the  cargo,  and  had  been  entrusted  with  the  management  of  the 
expedition,   as  agent,  by  his  co-partner;  that  the  case,  therefore,  must 
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1808  The  Court  observed  afterwards : — ^I  will  mention^  though  it  is  a 

^»H/i       circumstance  of  no  great  consequence,  that  I  have  seen  the  des- 


Ths 
Atalanta^ 

Thb 
Gasounb. 


follow  the  course  of  the  Atalanta,  independent  of  the  breaking  out  of  Danish 
hostilities,  on  which  only  the  claim  of  the  Crown  was  founded.  That  the 
captors  were  entitled  to  the  condemnation  of  the  ship  and  cargo. 

SirW.  Scott.  The  Susan  (let  April,  1808),  an  American  vessel,  captured  on  a  voyage 
from  Bordeaux  to  New  York,  having  on  board  a  packet  addressed  to  the 
Prefect  of  the  Isle  of  France  (of  which  it  did  not  appear  that  it  contained 
more  than  a  letter  providing  for  the  payment  of  that  officer's  salary).  The 
master  had  made  an  affidavit  averring  his  ignorance  of  the  contents,  and 
*  stating  that  the  packet  was  delivered  to  him  by  a  private  merchant  as  con- 
taining old  newspapers  and  some  shawls  to  be  delivered  to  a  merchant  at 
New  York.  The  insignificance  of  such  a  communication,  and  its  want  of 
connection  with  the  political  objects  of  the  war,  were  insisted  upon.  But 
the  Court  overruled  that  distinction  under  observations  similar  to  those 
above  stated ;  and  on  the  plea  of  ignorance  observed,  that  without  sa^-ing 
what  might  be  the  effect  of  an  extreme  case  of  imposition  practised  on  a 
neutral  master,  notwithstanding  the  utmost  exertions  of  caution  and  good 
faith  on  his  part,  it  must  be  taken  to  be  the  general  rule  that  a  master  is 
not  at  liberty  to  aver  his  ignorance,  but  that,  if  he  is  made  the  victim  of 
imposition  practised  on  him  by  his  private  agent,  or  by  the  government  of 
the  enemy,  he  must  seek  for  his  redress  against  them.  That  in  this  instance 
the  master  did  not  appear,  even  from  his  own  account,  to  have  used  any 
caution  to  inform  himself  of  the  nature  of  the  papers ;  that  with  respect  to 
the  disclosure,  although  the  papers  were  not  so  kept  as  to  implicate  him  in 
the  charge  of  a  fraudulent  concealment,  they  were  not  produced  to  the 
captors  as  they  ought  to  have  been.  That  since  it  appeared  that  cases  of 
this  description  were  multiplying  so  fast  as  to  have  produced  four  instances 
of  neutral  vessels  making  themselves  in  this  manner  subservient  to  the 
purposes  of  the  enemy  within  the  present  sitting,  it  was  necessary  to  be 
known  that  it  would  be  considered  as  a  proof  of  fraud  if  papers  of  this 
description  being  on  board  were  not  produced  voluntarily  in  the  first 
instance.  In  this  case  the  ship  was  condemned,  but  the  cargo  was  restored, 
and  even  that  part  belonging  to  the  owner  of  the  ship,  as  it  did  not  appear 
that  the  master  had  been  appointed  agent  for  the  cargo.  But  (2nd  June, 
1808)  on  prayer  that  the  master  might  be  allowed  his  private  adventure, 
the  Court  observed  that  this  was  a  description  of  cases  in  which  the  usual 
indulgence  of  the  Court,  in  that  respect,  would  be  misapplied.  That  it  was 
an  offence  originating  chiefly  in  the  misconduct  or  culpable  negligence  of 
the  master,  and  that  whilst  he  was  acting  thus  culpably  and  wantonly  with 
respect  to  the  property  of  his  owner,  it  could  not  be  expected  that  he  himself 
should  escape  with  impunity  as  far  as  his  own  adventure  in  that  transaction 
was  concerned. 

Also  the  case  of  the  Hope  (9th  April,  1808),  an  American  vessel, 
captured  on  a  voyage  from  Bordeaux  to  New  York,  having  on  board 
various  despatches  to  the  officers  of  government  in  the  French  West  India 
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patches  In  this  case,  and  that  thej  are  of  a  noxious  nature,  stating        1808 
the  strength  of  the  different  regiments,  &o.,  and  other  particulars     ^^)  *• 
entirely  military. 


Thb 
Atalawta, 

Thb 

ClBOLIinB. 


THE  CAROLINE.  sirW.poott. 

Sir  W.  Scott. — This  is  the  case  of  a  ship  which  was  captured,  [6  C.  Bob. . 
having  on  board  despatches  from  the  Minister  and  Consul  of 
France  in  the  United  States  to  the  Government  of  France.  The 
Court  has  before  had  repeated  occasion  to  express  its  opinion  that 
the  carrying  the  despatches  of  the  enemy  from  the  colonies  to  the 
mother  country  is  a  criminal  interposition  in  the  war  that  will  lead 
to  condemnation.  In  this  case  a  distinction  was  taken,  very  briefly 
in  the  original  argimient,  which,  I  confess,  struck  me  very  forcibly 
at  the  moment,  that  carrying  the  despatches  of  an  ambassador, 
situated  in  a  neutral  country,  did  not  fall  within  the  reasoning  on 
which  the  general  principle  is  founded ;  and  I  cannot  but  say  that 

islands  and  the  Isle  of  France.  There  was  also  on  board  a  military  officer 
of  rank,  aide  de  camp  to  General  Villaret,  who  had  lately  come  from 
Martinique,  and  was  returning  to  that  island,  and  who  had  been  shipped 
in  the  character  of  a  merchant's  clerk,  going  to  settle  some  outstanding 
accounts  in  New  York.  The  master  made  an  affidavit  protesting  his  ignor- 
ance, and  stating,  **  that  in  answer  to  a  request  made  to  him,  he  had  refused 
publicly  in  the  coffee-house  at  Bordeaux,  to  take  any  public  papers ;  that 
the  papers  in  question  were  brought  on  board  in  the  officer's  baggage,  and 
had  been  stowed  away  in  the  hold  for  want  of  room  in  the  cabin  assigned  to 
him."  The  veracity  of  this  account  was  contradicted  by  a  shipping  paper 
on  board,  from  the  custom  house  at  Bordeaux,  which  described  this  trunk 
**  as  sent  on  board  originally  with  a  direction  that  it  should  be  stowed  in  the 
hold."  The  Court  observed  again,  that  the  general  rule  must  be  held  strong 
against  the  averment  of  ignorance ;  that  the  circumstances  of  the  present 
case  did  not  even  approach  to  a  case  of  that  kind;  that  it  was  scarcely 
credible  that  the  master  could  have  been  deceived  with  respect  to  the 
character  of  a  military  officer  of  high  rank  so  as  to  be  imposed  upon  by  the 
disguise  of  a  merchant's  clerk  which  he  had  pretended  to  assume ;  that  he 
was  further  discredited,  by  the  representation  which  he  had  attempted  to 
impose  upon  the  Court,  respecting  the  manner  in  which  the  trunk  was 
concealed.  The  Court  condemned  the  ship,  but  restored  the  cargo,  though 
the  property  of  the  owner,  as  the  master  did  not  appear  to  have  been 
appointed  super-cargo  or  agent  with  regard  to  the  cargo. 
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1808         the  further  argument  which  I  have  heard  on  that  point,  and  my 

^prtiu      ^^^  consideration  of  the  subject,  have  but  confirmed  the  impres- 

sion  which  I  then  received   of   the  solidity  of  this  distinction. 

Thb 

Atalakta.  That  the  carrying  the  despatches  between  the  mother  country  and 

Thb  her  colonies  is  criminal  can  hardly  be  doubted ;  and  I  have  never 

*  heard  of  a  claim  of  privilege  of  this  kind  being  asserted  on  the 

SirW.  Soott.  p^  ^j  ^^^  ^^^j^^  ^^  ^y  ^^y  individual.     On  the  contrary,  the 

artifices  of  clandestinity  and  concealment,  with  which  such  acts 
have  always  been  accompanied,  strongly  betray  the  opinion  which 
the  individuals  themselves  entertain  of  the  right. 

It  has  been  asked,  what  are  despatches  P  to  which,  I  think,  this 
answer  may  safely  be  returned :  that  they  are  all  official  communi- 
cations of  official  persons  on  the  public  affairs  of  the  government. 
The  comparative  importance  of  the  particular  papers  is  immaterial, 
since  the  Court  will  not  construct  a  scale  of  relative  importance, 
which  in  fact  it  has  not  the  means  of  doing,  with  any  degree  of 
accuracy  or  with  satisfaction  to  itself ;  it  is  sufficient  that  they 
relate  to  the  public  business  of  the  enemy,  be  it  great  or  small.  It 
is  the  right  of  the  belligerent  to  intercept  and  cut  off  all  communi- 
cation between  the  enemy  and  his  settlements,  and  to  the  utmost 
of  his  power  to  harass  and  disturb  this  connection,  which  it  is  one 
of  the  declared  objects  of  the  ambition  of  the  enemy  to  preserve. 
It  is  not  to  be  said,  therefore,  that  this  or  that  letter  is  of  small 
moment ;  the  true  criterion  will  be,  is  it  on  the  public  business  of 
the  State,  and  passing  between  public  persons  for  the  public 
service  P  That  iathe  question.  If  individuals  take  papers  coming 
from  official  persons  and  addressed  to  persons  in  authority,  and 
they  turn  out  to  be  mere  private  letters,  as  may  sometimes  happen 
in  the  various  relations  of  life,  it  will  be  well  for  them,  and  they 
will  have  the  benefit  of  so  fortunate  an  event.  But  if  the  papers 
so  taken  relate  to  public  concerns,  be  they  great  or  small,  civil  or 
military,  the  Court  will  not  split  hairs  and  consider  their  relative 
importance.  For  on  what  grounds  can  it  proceed  to  make  such  an 
estimate  with  any  accuracy  P  What  appears  small  in  words,  or 
what  may,  perhaps,  be  artfully  disguised,  may  relate  to  objects  of 
infinite  importance  known  only  to  the  enemy,  and  of  which  the 
Court  has  no  means  of  judging.  The  Court,  therefore,  will  not 
take  upon  itself  the  burthen  of  forming  such  a  scale,  but  will  look 


SirW.  Sooit. 
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only  to  the  fact  whether  the  case  falls  within  the  general  descrip-        180$ 
tionornot.  5^j?; 

The  oiroumstanoes  of  the  present  case,  however,  do  not  bring  it        i~ 
within  the  range  of  these  considerations,  because  it  is  not  a  case  of    ATALAirci. 
despatches  coming  from  any  part  of  the  enemy's  territory  whose        "^^ 
commerce  and  communications  of  every  kind  the  other  belligerent 
has  a  right  to  interrupt.     They  are  despatches  from  persons  who 
are,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  the  favourite  objects  of  the  protection  of 
the  law  of  nations,  ambassadors,  resident  in  a  neutral  country,  for 
the  purpose  of  preserving  the  relations  of  amity  between  that  State 
and  his  own  government. 

On  these  grounds  a  very  material  distinction  arises  with  respect 
to  the  right  of  furnishing  the  conveyance.  The  former  cases  were 
cases  of  neutral  ships,  carrying  the  enemy's  despatches  from  his 
colonies  to  the  mother  country.  In  all  such  cases  you  have  a  right 
to  conclude  that  the  effect  of  those  despatches  is  hostile  to  yourself, 
because  they  must  relate  to  the  security  of  the  enemy's  possessions 
and  to  the  maintenance  of  a  communication  between  them ; 
you  have  a  right  to  destroy  these  possessions  and  that  com- 
mimication,  and  it  is  a  legal  act  of  hostility  so  to  do.  Bat 
the  neutral  country  has  a  right  to  preserve  its  relations  with 
the  enemy,  and  you  are  not  at  liberty  to  conclude  that  any 
communication  between  them  can  partake  in  any  degree  of 
the  nature  of  hostility  against  you.  The  enemy  may  have  his 
hostile  projects  to  be  attempted  with  the  neutral  State ;  but  your 
reliance  is  on  the  integrity  of  that  neutral  State,  that  it  will  not 
favour  nor  participate  in  such  designs,  but,  as  far  as  its  own 
councils^  and  actions  are  concerned,  will  oppose  them.  And  if 
there  should  be  private  reason  to  suppose  that  this  confidence  in 
the  good  faith  of  the  neutral  State  has  a  doubtful  foundation,  that 
is  matter  for  the  caution  of  the  government,  to  be  counteracted  by 
just  measures  of  preventive  policy,  but  is  no  ground  on  which  this 
Court  can  pronounce  that  the  neutral  carrier  has  violated  his  duty 
by  bearing  despatches,  which,  as  fax  as  he  can  know,  may  be  pre- 
sumed to  be  of  an  innocent  nature,  and  in  the  maintenance  of  a 
pacific  connection.  One  material  ground,  therefore,  is  wanting  on 
which  the  judgment  of  the  t^ourt  proceeded  in  the  former  cases. 
Another  distinction  arises  from  the  character  of  the  person  who  is 
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1808        employed  in  the  oorrespondence :  he  is  not  an  executive  officer  of 

^7rili'      *^®  government,  acting  simply  in  the  conduct  of  its  own  affairs 

within  its  own  territories,  but  an  ambassador  resident  in  a  neutral 

Thh  . 

atatatwa     State  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  an  amicable  relation  with  it. 
Thb  I  have  before  said  that  persons  discharging  the  functions  of 

ambassadors  are,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  objects  of  the  protection 

'"  '   and  favour  of  the  law  of  nations.     The  limits  that  are  assigned  to 

the  operations  of  war  against  them  by  Yattel  and  other  writers 
upon  those  subjects  are,  that  you  may  exercise  your  right  of  war 
against  them  wherever  the  character  of  hostility  exists.  You  may 
stop  the  ambassador  of  your  enemy  on  his  passage ;  but  when  he 
has  arrived^  and  has  taken  upon  himself  the  functions  of  his  office, 
and  has  been  admitted  in  his  representative  character,  he  becomes 
a  sort  of  middleman,  entitled  to  peculiar  privileges,  as  set  apart  for 
the  protection  of  the  relations  of  amity  and  peace,  in  maintaining 
which  all  nations  are  in  some  degree  interested.  It  has  been 
argued  that  he  retains  his  national  character  unmixed,  and  that 
even  his  residence  is  considered  as  a  residence  in  his  own  country. 
But  that  is  a  fiction  of  law  invented  for  his  further  protection  only, 
and  as  such  a  fiction  it  is  not  to  be  extended  beyond  the  reasoning 
on  which  it  depends.  It  was  intended  as  a  privilege,  and  I  am 
not  aware  of  any  instance  in  which  it  has  been  urged  to  his  dis- 
advantage. Could  it  be  said  that  he  would,  on  that  principle,  be 
subject  to  any  of  the  rights  of  war  in  a  neutral  territory  P  Cer- 
tainly not.  He  is  there  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  com- 
munications of  peace  and  amity;  for  the  interest  of  his  own 
country  primarily,  but,  at  the  same  time,  for  the  furtherance  and 
protection  of  the  interests  which  the  neutral  country  also  has  in  the 
continuance  of  those  relations. 

It  is  to  be  considered,  also,  with  regard  to  this  question,  what 
may  be  due  to  the  convenience  of  the  neutral  State :  for  its  interests 
may  require  that  the  intercourse  of  correspondence  with  the  enemy's 
country  should  not  be  altogether  interdicted.  It  might  be  thought 
to  amount  almost  to  a  declaration  that  an  ambassador  from  the 
enemy  shall  not  reside  in  the  neutral  State  if  he  is  declared  to  be 
debarred  from  the  only  means  of  communicating  with  his  own. 
For  to  what  useful  purpose  can  he  reside  there,  without  the  oppor* 
tunities  of  such  a  communication  P    It  is  too  much  to  say  that  all 
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the  business  of  the  two  States  shall  be  transacted  hy  the  minister        I8O8 
of  the  neutral  State  resident  in  the  enemy's  country.    The  practice     -^^^  j^  • 
of  nations  has  allowed  to  neutral  States  the  privilege  of  receiving  — 


Thb 

ministers  from  the  belligerent  States,  and  the  use  and  convenience    Atalanta. 

of  an  immediate  negotiation  with  them.  ^  ^^^^ 

.  -I     <i.  -1 1  Caeoune. 

It  is  said,  and  truly  said,  that  this  exception  may  be  uable  to 

great  abuses,  and  so,  perhaps,  will  any  rule  that  can  be  laid  down 

on  this  subject : — 

Mille  adde  catenaa  ; 


Sir  W.  floott. 


Effugitt  tamen  hcec 

Opportunities  of  conveying  intelligence  may  always  exist  in  some 
form  or  other.  It  may  happen  that  much  mischief  may  arise  by 
the  communication  of  news  in  the  private  letters  of  intriguing 
private  men,  or,  as  the  French  Government  has  been  much  in  the 
habit  of  employing  such  characters,  of  intriguing  women ;  but  if 
they  are  not  stamped  with  the  character  of  public  communications, 
this  Court  cannot  pursue  the  consequence  to  the  penalty  of  those 
persons  who  may  be  made  the  vehicles  of  conveying  such  a  corre- 
spondence. It  has  been  argued  truly  that  whatever  the  necessities 
of  the  negotiation  may  be,  a  private  merchant  is  under  no  obliga- 
tion to  be  the  carrier  of  the  enemy's  despatches  to  his  own  govern- 
ment. Certainly  he  is  not ;  and  one  inconvenience  to  which  he 
may  be  held  fairly  subject,  is  that  of  having  his  vessel  brought  in 
for  examination,  and  of  the  necessary  detention  and  expense.  He 
gives  the  captors  an  undeniable  right  to  intercept  and  examine  the 
nature  and  contents  of  the  papers  which  he  is  carrying,  for  they 
may  be  papers  of  an  injurious  tendency,  although  not  such  on  any 
a  priori  presumption  as  to  subject  the  party  who  carries  them  to 
the  penalty  of  confiscation,  and  by  giving  the  captors  the  right  of 
that  inquiry  he  must  submit  to  all  the  inconvenience  that  may 
attend  it. 

Ship  and  cargo  restcnred  on  payment  of  captor's  expense^ 
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holding  out  a  false  destination,  379. 

Blockade, 

how  exists  (1)  de  facto;  (2)  by  declaration,  88. 

strict  proof  of,  required,  5. 

evidence  of,  5,  64. 

violation  of,  affects  ship,  not  cargo,  with  exceptions,  54. 

when  effective,  54. 

notification  of,  54,  84,  292. 

at  entrance  to  port,  54. 
warning  on  the  spot  sufficient  notice,  54. 
may  exist  without  public  declaration,  56. 
defado,  88. 

vessel  leaving  blockaded  port  with  cargo,  58. 
any  vessel  leaving  liable  to  seizure,  60. 
may  exist,  though  blockading  force  away,  58,  91. 
matters  to  be  proved  on  question  of  blockade,  64. 
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oonstituted  (1)  by  a  force ;  (2)  by  a  prolubitioii,  59. 

neutral  may  not  purchase  in  port  after  blockade,  64. 

object  of,  60* 

wben  neutral  ship  may  depart,  86. 

bond  fide  shipment  before  blockade,  86. 

egress  as  culpable  as  ingress,  60,  86,  94,  195,  note,  196,  292,  310. 

egress  in  ballast,  355. 

owners  of  cargo  must  proye  absence  of  notice  of,  63. 

declaration  of,  without  investment  not  legal,  63. 

no  de/ado  inyestment,  63. 

law  requires  actual,  65. 

notification  cannot  be  extended  by  commander  of  blockading 

ship,  84. 
port  or  ports  must  be  specified,  84. 
master's  act  to  be  considered  as  that  of  owners,  87. 
notoriety  of,  supersedes  need  of  notice,  88. 
further  proof  of,  allowed,  85. 
must  be  intimated  to  neutral  merchants,  88. 
ship  condemned  for  attempt  to  enter  port,  89. 
absence  of  notice  immaterial  if  knowledge  shown  in  fact,  89. 
sailing  with  intention  to  break,  89. 

continuance  of,  must  be  presumed  till  notification  revoked,  94. 
approach  to  port,  to  inquire  if  blockade  stiU  exists,  147,  427. 
inquiries  allowed,  147. 

but  must  not  be  obtained  at  mouth  of  port,  149. 
notice  of,  must  be  revoked,  or  blockade  must  be  presumed,  194. 
neutral  master  may  not  plead  ignorance  of,  195. 
de/ado  and  notification  distinguished,  197. 
offence  of  breaking,  complete  when  vessel  leaves  on  voyage  for 

blockaded  port,  195. 
in  a  state  of  war  existing  or  imminent,  property  shall  be  held  to 

continue  as  it  was  at  time  of  shipment  till  delivery,  151. 
actual  sailing  enough  for  offence  where  notification,  197. 

not  enough  where  de  facto  blockade,  197. 
bond  fide  mistake  as  to,  197. 
where  a  man  knows  of  blockade,  but  breaks  it  by  egress  because 

no  notification  to  his  own  country,  he  will  not  be  excused, 

195,  note, 
licence  may  be  granted  to  enter  blockaded  port,  198. 
presumption  of  right  to  leave  it,  198. 
ship  breaking,  liable  to  capture  till  end  of  voyage,  207. 
one  week's  notice  of,  held  insufficient,  208. 
inevitable  necessity  the  only  justification  for  breach  of,  205. 
loading  of  cargo  continued  after  notice  of,  renders  ship  liable  to 

condemnation,  238* 
compulsion  to  enter  port,  417. 
want  of  provisions  seldom  excuses  entry,  417. 
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after  notice  eyen  approach  to  port  renders  liable  to  condemnation, 
427. 

non-e£PectiTe,  279. 

escaped  ship  captured  by  ship  not  engaged  in  blockade  restored, 
279. 
but  cargo  condemned,  279. 

alteration  of  destination  of  contraband  cargo,  289. 

relaxation  in  favour  of  neutral  cargo  owner  ignorant  of  existence, 
292. 

reasonable  time  must  be  allowed  to  countermand  goods,  306. 

liability  of  principal  for  act  of  agent,  306. 

]:estitution  of  goods  where  breach,  306. 

no  breach  where  goods  ordered  for  shipment  from  blockaded  port, 
but  actually  shipped  from  another,  310,  348. 

inland  breach  unrecognized,  311. 

the  Law  of  Nations  applies  to  non-European  merchants,  317. 

inland  navigation — ingress  or  egress,  348. 

transfer  of  ship  from  one  neutral  owner  to  another  in  port,  355. 

liability  of  cargo  owner,  358. 

inference  ship  is  entering  in  interests  of  cargo,  358. 

conduct  of  master  in  trying  to  run,  presumptively  binds  owner  of 
cargo,  467. 

knowledge  of  cargo  owner  at  time  of  shipment  is  conclusive  pre- 
sumption of  breach,  467. 

liability  of  cargo  owner  for  act  of  master,  467. 

fraud  of  master  on  belligerent,  467. 

intoxication  of  master  no  excuse  for  breach  of,  470. 

false  papers,  470. 

attempt  to  break,  470. 

master's  duty  to  leave  upon  notice,  481. 

duty  of  vessel  warned,  467,  481. 

proximity  to  port  of  neutral  ship,  521. 

presiunption  of  intent  to  break,  521. 

purchase  of  ship  in  blockaded  port,  528. 

termination  of  voyage,  what  amounts  to,  528. 

entry  into  a  port  of,  in  distress,  528. 

interruption  of,  by  belligerent,  533. 

resumption  of,  by  belligerent  after  interruption,  533. 

notification  to  neutrals  of,  533. 

extinction  of  notification,  533. 

goods  brought  out  of  blockaded  river  in  lighters,  546. 

transhipment  to  vessel  in  ballast,  546. 

construction  of  Orders  in  Council  as  to,  547,  572,  580. 

intention  to  break,  571. 

neutral  and  enemy  ports  adjacent,  571. 

ratification  of,  when  established  by  commander^  573. 

authority  of  naval  commander  to  establish,  573. 


INDEX.  625 

Blockade — continued. 

notice  to  neutrals,  573. 

in  defadOf  less  formal  notice  required,  573. 

subsequent  inyalidation  of  notice,  573. 

irregularity  of  commander  of  squadron,  575. 

how  imposed,  575. 

what  is  blockade,  579. 

rights  of  neutral  ships  in  ballast,  577,  579. 

permission  to  trade  to  neutral  port,  580. 

by  leave  of  Order  in  Council,  580. 

breach  of  permission,  580. 
capture  on  subsequent  yoyage,  580,  and  notes,  581. 
liability  of  ship  or  cargo  after  cessation,  587. 
withdrawal  of,  587. 

Boats, 

joint  capture  by,  397. 

ship  in  sight  to  which  boats  belong  where  joint  capture,  397. 

claims  of,  in  capture,  397,  398. 

Bond 

to  restore  on  conclusion  of  war,  529. 

BOTTOMRT,  456,  585. 

restoration  refused  to  British  holder  of  bond,  456. 

Beitish  Mebohaitt, 

trades  with  enemy,  539. 

British  Subject, 

enemy  at  time  of  adjudication,  459. 


Cabotaqe,  16. 

Captor, 

true  rule  as  to  property  vesting  in,  41. 

law  as  to  possession  by,  66. 

liability  for  expense  of  commission  of  appraisement  and  sale, 

235. 
may  be  deprived  of  costs  for  irregularity  in  bringing  evidence, 

237. 
responsible  for  act  of  agent,  271. 
not  liable  for  loss  of  goods  without  negligence,  401. 

where  due  diligence,  401 . 
may  not  imprison  unless  necessary,  417. 

R.  S  S 
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liability  for  damages,  209,  381,  417,  454. 
muBt  take  yessel  to  conyenient  port,  437. 
liable  for  yalue  of  prize  lost  tlux>Tigli  negligence  of  prize  master, 

271. 
expenses  allowed  where  false  papers,  318. 

cargo  restored,  336. 
on  restitution,  326. 
insurance  paid  by  captor,  336. 
bound  for  safe  and  fair  custody,  337. 
depositions  not  reoeiyed,  343,  note. 

expenses  allowed  where  inland  egress  from  blockaded  port,  348. 
duty  of,  370. 

must  proceed  to  judgment  with  reasonable  expedition,  370,  449. 
compensation  awarded  against,  370. 
demurrage  awarded  against,  374. 
neglect  of  duty  by,  381. 
failure  to  proceed  to  adjudication,  383. 
freight  allowed  to,  392. 
yessel  lost  through  negligence  of,  395. 
liability  for  freight  in  aboye  case,  395. 
non-consent  of,  to  release,  441. 
right  conferred  on,  by  seizure,  449. 
duty  upon  seizure  to  bring  to  adjudication,  370,  449. 
when  the  interest  yests  in,  456. 
may  justify  the  seizure,  454. 
constructiye  joint  captor,  474. 
duty  of,  499. 
affidayits  of,  524. 
title  of,  545. 
right  of,  to  freight,  552. 
duty  of  salyors,  555. 
may  not  claim  yalue  of  cargo  spent  on  captured  ship  restored, 

583. 
right  to  intercept  despatches,  607. 

Captueb 

in  neutral  port,  7. 

in  tranaitUf  28. 

considered  as  delivery,  31,  138,  140. 

admiral^s  right  to  share  of  prize  on  capture,  3,  407. 

of  neutral  ship,  20. 

of  yessel  nominally  neutral,  31. 

leaying  blockaded  port,  58. 
of  neutral  ship,  70. 

of  property  sent  from  hostile  colony,  74. 
the  striking  of  colours  the  real  deditio,  123. 
by  boat*8  crew  from  nayal  station,  118. 
of  neutral  ship  trading  with  enemy,  127. 
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effect  of  delay  in  entering  appearanoe  in  proceedings  on,  137. 

of  neutral  ship  taken  engaged  in  coasting  trade  of  enemy,  141. 

of  cargo  transferred  in  transitu,  149. 

flag-eighth,  3,  407. 

de  facto  and  by  constmotion,  180. 

separate  service  by  order  of  Admiralty,  right  of  admiral  to  share, 

407. 
joint  capture,  179,  187,  255,  314,  407. 
where  army  and  navy  concerned,  187. 
vessel  breaking  blockade  liable  to,  till  end  of  voyage,  207. 
captured  cargo  sold,  proceeds  less  than  value,  208. 
diversion  of  attention  not  enough  in  joint  capture,  256. 
illegal  condemnation,  258. 

and  condemnation  of  ship  sailing  under  wrong  flag,  409. 
in  neutral  territory,  412. 
of  cartel  ship,  how  protected,  271. 
essentials  constituting,  312. 
validity  of,  not  affected  by  passage  of  captor  through  territorial 

waters,  323,  499. 
insurance,  rules  as  to,  paid  by  captor,  336. 
of  goods  consigned  to  neutral  port ;  hostile  destination,  353. 
constructive  joint  capture,  397,  551. 
claims  of  a  ship's  boat  in,  397. 
joint  capture  where  King's  ship  in  sight,  474. 
presumption  of  law  in  joint  capture,  474. 
private  vessel  in  joint  capture,  474. 
commencement  of,  499. 
and  transfer  of  British  vessel,  545. 
effect  of  treaty  of  peace  on,  545. 
of  a  second  prize  by  prize  crew,  548. 

right  of  original  crew  to  share  in  second  prize,  548. 
what  entitles  privateer  to  share  in  joint  capture,  551. 
duty  of  salvors,  555. 
convenient  port,  555. 

right  of  naval  officer  and  passengers  to  share  of  prize,  567. 
on  subsequent  voyage  in  blockade,  580. 
after  cessation  of  blockade,  587. 
of  enemy  ship  sold  to  neutral  and  lying  in  neutral  port,  591 . 

Cabgo, 

property  in,  must  be  continued  and  complete,  21. 

neutral,  6,  20. 

non-contraband  goods  part  of  cargo  with  contraband  condemned, 

37. 
UabDity  of  owner  of,  in  blockade  runner,  54. 
condemnation  of,  with  ship  for  blockade  running,  60. 
owners  ol,  must  prove  receipt  of  no  notice  as  to  blockade,  62. 
laden  before  commencement  of  blockade,  86. 

ss2 
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condemned  with  ship  where  daimant  not  real  owner  of  ship, 

129. 
interest  of  cargo  owner  in  ship,  146. 
where  part  neutral,  part  enemy,  condemnation,  168. 
where  captured  cargo  sold,  and  proceeds  less  than  value,  on 

restoration  captors  held  not  liable  for  damages,  208. 
sale  of,  208. 

master  must  depose  as  to  his  belief  that  cargo  is  as  claimed,  202. 
shipment  before  war,  or  prospect  of,  209. 
pre-emption  of,  212. 
loading  of,  after  notice  of  blockade,  238. 
and  ship  condemned  for  fraud,  246. 
neutral  cargo  owner  and  blockade,  rule  relaxed,  292. 
condemned  for  breach  of  blockade  where  ship  restored,  286. 

destination,  301. 
and  ship  condemned  for  contraband,  309. 
illegal  origin  of,  318. 
prtmd  facie  neutral,  318. 
liability  of  cargo  owner,  358. 

must  be  within  enemy  possession  or  power,  to  get  salyage  for,  365. 
master  ought  to  know  character  of  his  own  cargo,  382. 
of  neutral  ship  trading  between  ports  of  two  belligerents,  399. 
liability  of  owner  of,  on  conyoyed  ship,  441. 
effect  of  rescue  by  neutral  master  on,  458. 
neutral  cargo  on  enemy  ship,  effect  of  rescue,  458. 
liability  of  owner  in  blockade,  467. 
sale  of,  at  sea  by  neutral  vessel,  479. 
amount  of  bail,  484. 
reduction  in  value  of,  484. 
intention  to  sell,  at  intermediate  port,  495. 
immediate  destination  of,  515. 
condemned  owing  to  proximity  of  port  of  naval  equipment,  532. 

for  destination,  533. 
forfeiture  of  share  of,  by  British  merchant  for  trading  with  enemy, 

539. 
and  neutral  ship  condemned  for  carrying  belligerent  despatches, 

607. 
effect  of  unlivery  by  order  of  the  Court,  550. 
cargo  owner's  right  to  demand  continuance  of  voyage,  550. 
brought  to  port  of  destination  entitles  captor  to  freight,  552. 
value  of,  applied  to  repair  of  ship,  583. 
sold  to  defray  expenses  of  transhipment,  608,  note. 

CABRYiNa  Trade,  217. 

Cartel  Ship,  403. 

may  not  trade  with  enemy,  403. 
principle  of  protection,  271. 
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capture  on  yoyage  to  take  up  duty,  27 1. 

nature  of  vessel  to  be  employed  as,  274. 

fair  and  honest  intention,  277. 

safe  conduct  to  be  obtained,  276. 

costs  given  against,  for  irregular  conduct,  278. 

commercia  hdli,  274. 

ad  eundum  et  redeundum,  274. 

Charaoteb,  National, 

presumption  of,  of  ship,  31. 

generally  determined  by  residence  of  owner,  31,  33,  35. 

of  master,  31. 

of  ship,  how  determined,  31. 

general  rule  as  to,  33. 

special  circumstances  may  yary  rule,  31. 

of  ship  may  be  presumed  from  traffic  in  which  engaged,  31. 

doctrine  as  to  character,  35. 

nature  of  cargo  and  build  may  determine,  32. 

of  cargo  does  not  affect  ship,  60. 

of  property  cannot  change  in  transitu,  74. 

of  person  gained  by  residence  ceases  with  residence,  251. 

of  claimant  of  ship,  251. 

of  cargo,  251. 
what  enough  to  divest  a  man  of,  475. 
intention  to  leave  a  country,  insufficient,  475. 
the  doctrine  of  occupation,  480. 
effect  of  fisherman  visiting  port  for  bait,  480. 
of  merchants  discussed,  485. 
merchant  may  have  two  national  characters,  485. 
change  of,  of  port,  588. 

Cha&tbb  Pabty, 

clauses  as  to  capture,  550,  note. 

Claims 

should  be  specific,  76. 

Olose  of  Wab, 

restitution  at,  453. 

CoASTma  Trade 
of  enemy,  531. 

GoLONT  OF  Enemy, 

neutral  trade  with,  illegal,  11. 

neutral  goods  in  transit  from  enemy  country  to  enemy  colony, 

freight  forfeited,  217. 

cargo  and  freight  forfeited,  301. 
becoming  British  colony,  464. 
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in  same  bay  as  port  of  nayal  equipment,  532. 

Common  Enteeprise,  179. 
alone  not  sufficient,  184. 
actual  contribution  to  capture  needed,  179. 
contribution  of  endeavour  as  well  as  a  general  intention,  186. 

Concealment 

of  enemy  interest  by  neutral,  265. 
of  despatches  by  neutral  ship,  607. 

Condemnation, 

principles  of,  14,  39. 

things  liable  to,  14. 

of  enemy  ship  and  cargo  in  neutral  port,  7. 

property  captured  in  tramiiu  is  liable  to,  28. 

of  ship  and  cargo  for  blockade  running,  60. 

sentence  of,  necessary  to  transfer  the  property  in  prize,  78. 

the  title  deed  of  the  ship,  79. 

not  legal  in  a  certain  case,  78. 

for  attempt  to  enter  blockaded  port,  89. 

of  cargo  when  ship  escapes,  100. 

of  property  of  person  trading  with  public  enemy,  104. 

if  a  want  of  bona  fides  in  shipper,  innocent  cargo  may  be  subject 
to,  125. 

neutral  ship  de/cuito  British  condemned,  127. 

where  claimant  not  real  owner  of  ship,  129. 

liability  to,  of  cargo  of  cargo  owner  with  interest  in  ship,  146. 

of  neutral  refusing  to  be  searched  by  belligerent,  152, 
160. 

of  cargo,  where  part  enemy,  part  neutral,  168. 

to  Crown,  193  (a). 

of  ship  by  enemy  Prize  Court,  225. 

when  loading  continues  after  notification  of  blockade,  238. 
illegal,  258. 
of  cartel  ship  caught  trading  with  enemy,  even  though  goods 

restored,  403. 
of  ship  with  contraband,  exception  to  rule,  309. 

lying  in  neutral  port  invalid,  339. 

but  may  be  valid,  339. 

of  goods  consigned  to  neutral  port  with  hostile  destination,  353. 

of  deed  of  transfer  where  enemy  interest  remaining  in  property, 
363. 

of  neutral  ship  employed  by  belligerent,  385. 

even  after  cessation  of  service,  385. 

of  cargo  of  neutral  ship  in  trade  between  two  belligerents,  399. 

liability  to,  of  cargo  where  rescue  attempted  by  neutral  master,  458. 

of  ship  carrying  on  coasting  trade  of  enemy  with  false  papers,  531. 

by  foreign  Prize  Court,  545. 

of  neutral  ship  and  cargo  employed  in  conveyance  of  troops,  599. 
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to  enemy,  28. 


CONTimrOTJS  VOYAaB,  248,  496,  505,  509. 
the  Essex  leading  case,  509. 

CONTBABAND, 

what  is,  what  is  not,  1. 
classes  of,  enumerated,  1. 
principles  of  law  as  to,  1. 
things  declared  to  be  contraband, 

butter,  3. 

coals,  3. 

masts,  13,  37,  490. 

salt,  3,  141. 

saltpetre,  6. 

West  India  produce,  8,  36. 

pitch  and  tar,  2,  125,  146,  152,  309,  384,  595. 

peltries,  109. 

sugar,  115. 

salted  fish,  101. 

rice,  101. 

com,  113. 

Spanish  wool,  515. 

taUow,  3. 

wine,  101,  521. 

oil,  101. 

brandy,  5,  108,  113,  114,  350,  521. 

barilla,  360. 

hemp,  60,  152,  298,  368. 

cheeses,  100,  332. 

iron,  298. 

sheathing  copper,  171. 

sail  cloth,  171,  264. 

ship  timber,  332. 
things  declared  not  to  be, 

oil,  6. 

wine,  9. 

money,  9. 

unwrought  iron  {promiscui  usus),  60,  102. 

tar,  pitch,  and  hemp  may  not  be,  152,  368. 

tallow,  264. 

resin  consigned  to  mercantile  port,  433. 

ship  timber,  289. 
non-contraband  goods  part  of  same  cargo  as  contraband,  12,  37,  38. 
reference  to  registrar  as  to  nature  of  cargo,  36. 
delictum  necessary  at  time  of  seizure,  571,  587,  588. 
except  where  false  papers,  591. 
change  of  nationality  of  port,  588. 
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port  of  destination,  100,  103,  588. 

cargo  attended  only  with  loss  of  freight,  60. 

reference  to  experts,  60. 

neutral  ship  condemned  for  carrying  other  things  loaded  with,  12, 

37,  38. 
penalty  does  not  attach  on  return  voyage,  59. 
articles  ancipitis  U9us,  100,  264,  433. 
final  destination  to  goyem,  100,  103. 
catalogue  of,  has  varied,  100. 
general  rule  as  to  provisions,  102. 
what  preserves  them  from  taint,  102. 
test  is,  whether  going  to  military  use,  103. 
penalty,  how  far  carried,  289. 
ship  condemned  exception  to  general  rule,  309. 
articles  outside  a  licence  held  to  be,  326. 
test,  destination,  as  to  ambiguous  timber,  332. 
all  unexcepted  by  treaty  to  be  considered  contraband,  332. 
where  a  licence  non-enumerated  articles  condemned,  360. 
master  not  entitled  to  freight  when  cargo  contraband,  382. 
ignorance  of  master  as  to  contraband  cargo,  382. 
immediate  destination,  515. 
trading  of  an  ally  with  enemy,  595. 
may  make  other  goods  on  board  liable  to  condemnation,  598. 

Contract 

of  carriage  between  shipowner  and  cargo  owner,  550. 
effect  of  order  of  Court  as  to  unlivery,  550. 

CoirrRiBTTTiON 

of  endeavour  to  capture,  179. 

Convenient  Port,  499. 

salvors  bound  to  take  ship  to,  555. 

defined,  bbb, 

bulk  not  to  be  broken,  556. 

reference  to  registrar  and  merchants  as  to  damage,  556. 

Convoy,  441. 

search  resisted,  441. 

right  to  share  of  salvage  by  convoying  vessel,  492. 

Co-operation 

between  army  and  navy  in  cases  of  joint  capture,  187. 
of  privateer,  551. 

Costs 

and  damages,  privateer  condemned  in,  20.     * 

second  seizor  may  have  to  pay,  54. 

against  captor  for  misconduct,  56,  note. 

captor  deprived  of,  for  irregularity  of  procedure,  237. 
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Costs — continued. 

and  damages  given  when  ship  seized  without  reasonable  cause, 

352. 
given  against  captor,  881,  454. 

COUKT, 

discretion  as  to  proportion  of  salvage,  12. 

Crown, 

right  of,  to  release  before  adjudication,  441. 
right  as  to  droits  in  Admiralty.      See  Admiralty, 


Damages 

for  loss  by  sale  of  cargo,  208. 

in  the  nature  of  demurrage  ordered  to  be  paid  by  H.  M.  Qovem- 

ment,  439. 
for  imprisonment  by  captors,  417. 

against  captor  for  not  taking  vessel  to  a  convenient  port,  437. 
and  costs  when  ship  seized  without  reasonable  cause,  352. 
given  against  captor,  381,  454. 

Declabation 

of  war  not  established  by  Order  in  Council  as  to  reprisals,  22. 

Delay 

in  entering  appearance,  137. 
in  exerdsing  pre-emption,  439. 

Deuvebt, 

capture  considered  as,  31,  138. 
with  exception,  140. 

DEMUBRAaE,  137. 

allowed  where  delay  in  appearance  on  part  of  captors,  374. 

where  captors  take  to  inconvenient  port,  437. 
H.  M.  Qovemment  held  liable  for  damages  in  the  nature  of 

demurrage,  439. 
for  delay  of  exercise  of  right  of  pre-emption,  439. 
a  month  given  to  ship,  352. 
against  a  captor,  374. 

Dbfositiok, 

facts  suppressed  in,  480,  note, 
interrogatories  contradicting,  481. 
of  crew  of  captured  ship,«524. 
contradiction  of,  by  captor's  affidavit,  524. 

Dbeeiiot, 

amount  of  salvage  allowed  for  recapture,  554. 
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Despatohes, 

carriage  of,  by  neutral  ship,  607. 

from  ambassador  to  his  own  government,  607. 

definition  of,  616. 

fraudulent  concealment  of,  608. 

master  should  inform  himself  as  to  nature  of  papers,  614. 

carriage  of,  from  enemy  colony  to  mother  country,  616. 

law  as  to  ambassadors',  618. 

right  of  private  merchant  to  carry,  619. 

Destination 

of  contraband  edtered,  289. 

if,  to  blockaded  port  makes  a  cargo  contraband,  289. 

alteration  of,  cargo  immune,  but  expenses  allowed  to  captors,  289. 

carriage  of  contraband  with  false  destination  condemns  both  ship 

and  cargo,  298. 
original  destination  material,  301. 
false,  309,  379. 

dissembled,  ship  and  cargo  condemned,  350. 
ultimate  hostile  destination,  353. 
of  contraband  discussed,  491 . 
actual,  of  ship,  515. 
ultimate,  of  cargo,  515. 

cargo  must  be  brought  to,  to  entitle  captor  to  fi'eight,  552. 
port  of,  588. 

Detached  Service  Discussed,  314. 
warship  away  from  squadron,  314. 

DBTB2n?I0N 

of  ships,  pei*8ons,  goods  to  serve  in  war,  16. 

Deviation,  505. 

landing  and  reshipping  of  cargo,  505. 

Divestment, 

ship  must  be  brought  in/ra  proesidia  to  divest  owner,  39. 

DoMiciL,  20,  33,  241. 

time  of  stay  in  foreign  countiy,  241. 

Donations,  48,  51,  52. 

subject  to  the  ordinary  salvage  on  restitution,  48. 

Droits  op  Admiralty,  419,  438,  559. 
distinguished  from  prize,  118. 
discussed,  230,  231,  notes,  377,  379. 
taken  by  non-commissioned  captor,  479. 

Duress,  385. 
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Embabgo, 

a  proyisional  seizure,  459. 

Enemy 

subject  resident  in  neutral  territory,  20. 

ship  in  neutral  port,  7. 

goods  captured  on  neutral  ship,  141. 

interest  concealed  by  neutral,  265. 

interest  in  neutral's  cargo,  265.      ^ 

cessation  of  enemy  interest  in  property,  363. 

trading  with,  act  and  intention  necessary  to  condemn,  464. 

a  British  subject  at  time  of  adjudication,  459. 

ship,  transfer  to  neutral  purchaser,  liens,  518. 

coasting  trade  of,  531. 

trading  of  ally  with,  595. 

Eyidenoe,  505. 

of  blockade,  5.    See  Blockade. 
of  fraud,  76. 
of  importation,  514. 

admissibility  of  document  found  on  board  A.  in  suit  against 
ship  B.,  568. 


False  Pafebs, 

a  case  for  further  proof,  77. 

Fishing  Vessel, 

sale  of  cargo  at  sea  by  neutral,  478. 
visit  to  port  for  bait,  478. 

Flag, 

character  given  to  ship  by,  409. 

Foreign  Pbize  Ooubt, 
condemnation  by,  545. 

Feaud,  299. 

evidence  of,  76. 

ship  and  cargo  condemned  for,  246. 

fraudulent  transfer,  127. 

of  master  on  belligerent  in  blockade,  407. 

binds  owner  of  cargo,  467. 
fraudulent  concealment  of  despatches  by  neutral  ship,  606. 

Freight, 

payment  of,  by  Crown,  13,  17. 
forfeiture  of,  125. 
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Fbeight — continued, 

freighting  to  enemy  not  lending,  60. 

settlement  of,  for  transliipment  of  prize  goods  between  ship,  cargo, 

and  shippers,  138. 
reference  to  registrar  and  merchants,  140. 
right  of  shipowner  to,  138. 
amount  of  allowance  to  neutral  ship  taken  carrying  on  the  coasting 

trade  of  the  enemy,  141. 
refused  to  neutral  vessel  carrying  on  coasting  trade  of  enemy,  145. 
**  are  not  to  trade  on  freight  between  the  ports  of  the  enemy,"  145. 
and  expenses  allowed  as  a  charge  upon  cargo,  202. 
payable  on  recapture  by  cargo,  less  one-eighth  salvage,  261. 
and  expenses  allowed  where  captured  things  ancipitis  usus,  264. 
forfeiture  of,  217. 

not  due  for  goods  not  carried  to  destination,  424. 
where  due,  424. 
registrar  and  merchants  not  bound  by  rate  of  freight  in  charter, 

430. 
no  freight  due  upon  recapture,  295. 
settlement  of,  for  transhipment  of  prize  goods,  138. 
forfeiture  of,  where  ship  restored,  217. 

and  expenses  where  cargo  contraband,  301. 
expenses  of  captors,  priority,  356. 
master  not  entitled  to,  where  cargo  contraband,  even  if  ignorant, 

382. 
allowed  to  captors,  392. 
captor  liable  for  freight,  395. 
and  expenses  where  neutral  ship  captured  and  restored,  but  cargo 

condemned,  399. 
a  lien  to  take  the  place  of  all  others,  400. 
when  captor  entitled  to,  552. 


HOSTILITIBS, 

retroactiye  effect  of,  459. 


ImpoBTATION,  248,  510. 
evidence  of,  514. 

Impbisonment  by  Oaftobs, 
damages  for,  417. 

Insubable  Iktebest 
of  captors,  451. 

Intebbooatobies,  481. 

contradicting  depositions,  481. 
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Ikvalidity 

of  proceedings,  78. 

of  notioe  of  blockade,  84. 


JUBISDIOnON 

in  respect  of  recapture,  1 30. 

of  the  British  Court  laid  down,  189. 

the  Prize  Court  properly  the  Court  of  the  Law  of  Nations,  189. 

bound  to  take  notice  of  an  illegal  practice,  the 

Eliza,  191. 

the  municipal    law   of 

England,  189. 
of  Vice- Admiralty  Courts,  257. 

altered,  note  to  258. 

of  High  Court  of  Admiralty  shown,  258. 

to  aid  the  process  of  Vice- Admiralty 

Courts,  406. 

discussed,  321,  652. 

reyiew  of  proceedings  of  abolished  Vice- Admiralty  Court,  466. 

Justification, 

ineyitable  necessity,  for  breach  of  blockade,  205. 


EjNa's  PBOcroB,  560. 


Lbttbb  07  Mabqub,  299,  478. 

Liability 

of  owner  for  act  of  master,  86. 

of  belligerent  officers  for  destruction  of  ship,  96. 

of  captor  for  expense  of  conunission  of  appraisement  and  sale,  235. 

of  captor  for  negligence,  401. 

of  neutral  cargo  owner  for  act  of  agent,  292. 

of  cargo  owner  in  blockade,  358,  467. 

of  owner  of  cargo  on  convoyed  ship,  441. 

of  captors  for  costs  and  damages,  454. 

Licence, 

inyalidity  of,  414. 

construction  of,  326. 

when  goods  specified,  protection  to  them  only,  326. 

British  subject  may  not  trade  with  enemy  without,  353. 

communicate  with  enemy  without  licence 
of  goyemment,  353. 
intention  of,  529. 

articles  other  than  enumerated  carried  with  them  condemned,  360. 
to  import  goods  from  enemy  country,  485. 
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LiCENCB— conftntied. 
inyalidity,  485. 

to  purchase  a  vessel  from  enemy  merohant,  529. 
coiistraction  of,  529. 
intention  of,  529. 
information  as  to  nature  of,  599. 

Lien 

on  recaptured  goods  landed,  130. 

on  things  salyed,  131. 

upon  the  property  the  beet  security,  133. 

not  recognized  by  Prize  Court  on  enemy  yessels,  456. 

of  neutral  on  enemy  ship,  518. 

LlGHTEBS, 

transhipment  to  vessel  in  ballast  in  blockade,  546. 

Limitations, 

how  far  Statute  of,  applies,  96. 

Loss, 

incidence  of,  where  recaptured  ship  lost  by  accident,  389. 

Monition 

to  proceed  to  adjudication,  383. 

Municipal  Law 

must  be  noticed  by  BritiBh  Prize  Courts,  189. 


Naval  Station, 
what  is,  118. 

Natal  Stores 

to  be  sold  for  use  of  Crown,  17.    See  Pre-emption, 

Neoligbnce, 

liability  of  captor  for,  401. 

of  prize  master  in  losing  prize,  271. 

refusal  of  master  to  take  a  pilot  held  to  be  negligence,  271. 

of  captor  leading  to  loss  of  vessel,  395. 

where  convoy,  492. 

Neutral 

waters,  belligerent  within,  499. 

cargo,  6,  28. 

port,  7. 

ship,  1,  8,  127. 

trade  with  enemy  colony  illegal,  11. 

nominally  neutral  vessel,  capture  of,  31. 
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'SwjtbJlL— continued, 

ship  condemned  for  caxrying  contraband,  1. 
ship,  enemy  goods  for  enemy  port  on  board,  8. 
enemy  subject  resident  in  neutral  territory,  20. 
property,  aJffidayits  in  proof  of,  must  be  unequivocal,  25. 

shipped  by,  28. 

must  be  proyed  to  be  neutral  at  all  periods,  30. 

compensation  sued  from  original  captors  refused  on  ground  of  bond 

ftde  possession,  63. 

purchaser  of  enemy  ship  resident  in  enemy  coimtry,  70. 

Prize  Court  cannot  legally  be  established  by  enemy  in  neutral 

territory,  78. 

ship  de  facto  British,  127. 

enemy  goods  captured  on  neutral  ship,  141. 

engaged  in  coasting  trade  of  enemy,  141. 

may  send  ship  to  vicinity  of  blockade  to  inquire  if  still  in  force, 
147. 

liability  of  neutral  to  condemnation  of  cargo  where  part  enemy, 

part  neutral  cargo  on  neutral  vessel,  168. 

ship  may  have  licence  to  enter  blockaded  port,  198. 

where  a  neutral  has  a  Hoence  to  enter  a  port  there  is  an  implied 

permission  to  take  cargo  from  it,  198. 

consignor  before  war,  restoration  to,  on  capture,  209. 

cargo  may  be  condemned  where  trade  between  enemy  country  and 

enemy  colony,  217. 

wrongful  sale  of  ship  to,  226. 

salvage  given  on  recapture  of  neutral  property,  239. 

neutrals  must  conduct  themselves  as  neutrals,  247. 

sale  to,  of  captured  ship,  258. 

allowance  to  neutral  purchaser,  259. 

concealment  of  enemy  interest  by  neutral,  265. 

sale  of  ship,  258. 

cargo,  property  of,  265. 

owner  subject  to  flag  he  carries,  409. 

neutral's  territorial  rights,  412. 

neutral  shipper's  claim  in  opposition  to  ship's  papers,  cargo  owner 

makes  master  his  agent,  443; 

covering  enemy  interest  in  cargo,  265. 

owner  recovers  value  of  ship  where  lost  through  negligence 

of  prize  master,  271. 

capture  from  within  neutral  territory  of  ship  without,  287. 

defence  of   neutral  territorial  capture  must  proceed   from 

government,  287. 

ship  condemned  with  contraband  cargo  for  false  destination,  298. 

trade  between  colony  and  mother  country  of  enemy,  301. 

ship  rescued  during  inquiry,  condemnation,  305. 

pn'md  facie  neutral  cargo,  318. 

condemnation  of  ship  lying  in  neutral  port  invalid,  339. 

but  may  be  valid,  339. 
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Netttbal — continued. 

transfer  of  ship  from  one  neutral  to  another  in  blockaded  port, 

355; 
property  must  be  proved  to  be  neutral  at  all  periods,  30. 
where  neutral  ship  restored,  priority  of  expenses,  356. 
neutral  property  taken  from  possession  of  belligerent  not  usually 

liable  to  salvage,  367. 
ship  and  cargo  detained  abroad,  damages,  381. 
employment  of  neutral  ship  by  belligerent,  385,  599. 

for  conveyance  of  troops,  599. 
convoyed  ship  the  property  of,  441. 
effect  of  rescue  by  neutral  master,  458. 
ship  captured  intending  breach  of  blockade,  470. 
territorial  waters,  499. 
lien  of,  518. 

liability  of  neutral  ship  approaching  blockaded  port,  521. 
sale  of  enemy  ship  in  neutral  port  to  neutral,  591. 
ship  carrying  despatches  for  belligerent,  607. 

NOTIFIOATION 

of  blockade  by  commander  of  squadron  held  invalid,  84,  86. 
absence  of,  immaterial  if  knowledge  in  fact,  89. 
of  blockade  must  be  revoked  or  still  in  force,  94. 

or  presumed  to  be  still  in  force,  194. 
duty  of  foreign  government  to  communicate  notification  of  blockade 

to  subjects,  195. 
one  week's  notification  of  blockade  held  insufficient,  208. 
where  master  will  not  be  excused  for  approaching  port,  427. 
duty  of  vessel  notified,  481. 
notice  to  neutrals  of  blockade,  573. 
extinction  of,  by  interruption,  533. 
renewal  of,  where  blockade  resumed,  533. 
arrival  of  squadron  insufficient,  533. 

Obder  in  Council 

for  reprisals  not  declaration  of  war,  22. 

as  to  droits  in  Admiralty,  121,  note. 

as  to  neutrals  trading  from  colony  of  enemy  to  own  ports,  246. 

Papers, 

false,  309,  318,  350,  531. 

carrying  on  coasting  trade  of  enemy  with  false  papers,  531. 

two  sets  of,  360. 

destruction  of,  379. 

fabe  destination  in  bills  of  lading,  379. 

Pabtnebship, 

liability  of  British  partner,  539. 
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POBT, 

enemy  ship  captured  in  neutral,  restored,  7. 
change  of  nationality  of,  in  contraband,  588. 

PBAoncE, 

reference  to  experts,  36. 
further  proof  required  by,  76. 

not  granted  when  no  feax  explanation  appears  forth- 
coming, 91. 

power  of  Court  to  review  decree  discussed,  91. 

petition  for  rehearing  refused,  91. 

salved  goods  when  landed  from  recaptured  ship  can  be  followed 
by  the  process  of  the  Court,  130. 

the  Court  has  jurisdiction  over  foreign  ship,  130. 

assessment  by  registrar  and  merchants  of  demurrage,  137. 

demurrage  allowed  from  captors  where  delay  in  entering  appear- 
ance, 137. 

a  master  must  depose  as  to  his  belief  that  cargo  is  as  claimed, 
202. 

report  of  registrar  and  merchants,  212. 

as  to  expense  of  commission  for  appraisement  and  sale,  235. 

marshal's  expenses,  235. 

no  fixed  time  for  lodging  claim,  303. 

reference  to  Privy  Council,  330. 

captor's  depositions  not  received,  343,  note. 

seizor  must  proceed  to  adjudication  with  reasonable  speed,  369. 

failure  to  proceed  to  adjudication,  383. 

monition  to  proceed  to  adjudication,  383. 

caveat  against  payment  out,  392. 

expenses  allowed  where  claim  rejected,  397. 

as  to  release  before  adjudication,  451. 

affidavit,  interrogatories  contradict  deposition,  481. 

very  rarely  captor  allowed  to  produce  evidence,  481. 

as  to  ^affidavits  of  captors,  521. 

captor's  right  to  freight,  552. 

duty  of  Court  where  droits  of  Admiralty  suspected,  559. 

plead ;  time  to  plead,  5. 

claim  for  speculative  premiums  rejected  by  registrar  and  mer- 
chants, 212. 

Pre-emption,  13, 125,  212,  299. 

produce  (pitch  and  tar)  of  shipper's  country  subject  to,  125. 

naval  stores  to  be  sold  for  use  of  Crown,  17. 

tar,  pitch  and  hemp,  produce  of  shipper's  own  country,  subject 
to,  152. 

damages  for  delay  in  exercising,  against  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, 439. 

B.  T  T 
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Prbsuicption, 

that  the  body  and  subetance  of  price  is  in  the  coiintry  exercising 

jurisdiction,  80. 
of  blockade  till  notification  roToked,  94. 
on  side  of  actual  captor  in  cases  of  joint  capture,  189. 
of  right  of  neutral  ship  to  leave  blockaded  port  where  licence 

granted  to  enter  it,  198. 
against  owner  of  cargo  in  blockade,  467. 
of  law  in  joint  capture,  474. 
of  intention  to  break  blockade,  621. 

Priority 

of  expenses,  356. 

Privateer, 

recapture  by,  12. 

amount  of  salvage  awarded  to,  12,  54. 
condemned  in  costs  and  damages,  20,  881. 
for  wrongful  detention,  381. 

Prize, 

definition  of  prize  goods,  136. 

admiraFs  right  to  share  of,  3. 

amount  of  shares  of,  3. 

ship  acting  on  special  orders  from  Admiralty,  3. 

the  King  the  fountain  of  all  prize,  55,  447. 

proceedings  upon,  are  in  rem,  80. 

droits  of  Admiralty  distinguished  from,  118. 

British  sailors  on  foreign  ship  may  claim  in  respect  of  recapture 

in  Prize  Court,  130. 
right  to  share  of,  in  common  enterprise,  179. 
the  benefit  of,  to  go  **  to  the  takers,"  179. 

but  constructive  helpers  also  may  benefit,  180. 
actual  co-operation  between  army  and  navy,  187. 
Courts  must  take  notice  of  the  municipal  law  of  England,  189. 
transport's  right  to  share  of,  227. 
animus  capiendiy  227,  551. 
there  must  be  animus  capiendi  in  privateer,  551 . 
intimidation,  229. 

joint  clmsers*  right  to  share,  230(a). 
share  allowed  to  crew  of  privateer  where  prize  crew  made  a  second 

prize,  548. 
right  of  naval  officer  to,  when  on  board  ship  of  war  as  passenger, 

567. 
what  entitles  person  to  share,  567. 

ship  of  war  entitled  to  share,  where  capture  by  a  boat,  419. 
a  creature  of  the  Crown,  55,  447. 
share  of  ship  of  war  where  tender  makes  capture,  474. 

Prize  Courts, 

cannot  be  established  in  neutral  territories  by  enemy,  78. 
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Prize  Courts — continued, 

British,  have  jurisdiction  in  respect  of  the  recapture  of  ship 

belonging  to  a  friendly  power  at  war  with  another  power,  130. 
sentence  of  enemy  Prize  Court,  225. 
captors  may  not  claim  value  of  cargo  spent  upon  captured  ship 

restored,  583. 

Prize  Crew, 

make  a  second  prize,  share  to  crew  of  own  ship,  548. 

Prize  Master, 

captor  responsible  for  negligence  of,  271. 

Proop, 

of  neutral's  property,  25. 

of  rule  as  to  restitution  and  salvage  in  another  country,  onus  of 

proof,  46. 
of  blockade  must  be  strict,  5. 
defect  of,  70. 
further,  required  by  practice,  70. 

disallowedofor  fraud,  76. 

the  indulgence  of,  89. 

of  blockade  allowed,  85. 

where  false  papers,  77. 

ordered  of  ship  and  cargo,  138. 

refused  where  fraud,  178. 

argued,  202. 

ordered,  152,  204,  218. 
discussed,  208,  268,  306. 
disallowed,  246. 

expenses  of  further,  allowed  to  captor,  248. 
a  fraudulent  purpose  defeats  further  proof,  270. 
further,  disallowed,  265. 
what  evidence  admitted  on  further  proof,  318. 
further,  rejected,  318. 
wrongly  allowed,  331. 
further,  ordered  in  salvage  case,  366. 

in  rescue  case,  458. 

unnecessary  in  joint  capture,  474. 

allowed,  495. 

ordered  as  to  continuity  of  voyage,  511. 

opportunity  to  prove  given,  544. 

ordered  as  to  British  ship  transferred  to  foreigner,  545. 
document  admissible  on  further  proof,  568. 
further,  as  to  letter  ordered,  570. 

BAirsoMS,  107. 

T  T  2 
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Eattfication, 

of  treaty,  retrospective  effect,  454. 

by  Qovemment  of  blockade  established  by  naval  commander,  573. 

Beoaftube, 

salvage  on,  by  privateer,  12,  19. 

true  rule  of,  40. 

role  same  for  allies,  42. 

of  British  ship  by  British  privateer,  17. 

of  ship  of  owner,  subject  of  ally  by  British  ship,  39. 

rules  that  apply,  39. 

the  rule  of  that  country  to  which  the  recaptured  property  belongs, 
presents  his  own  consent  to  the  recaptured,  41. 

by  enemy,  63. 

compensation  denied  to  neutral  property,  63. 

ship  restored  to  former  owner  on  payment  of  salvage,  78. 

of  ship  by  own  crew,  130. 

lien  on  recaptured  goods  landed,  130. 

amoimt  of  salvage  allowed,  137. 

salvage  granted  on  recapture  of  neutral  property,  239. 

effect  on  freight,  261. 

of  ship  illegfdly  condemned  and  sold  to  neutral  purchaser,  258. 

no  freight  due  upon  recapture,  295. 

amount  of  salvage  allowed  to  revenue  cutter  on,  299. 

no  commission  necessary  to  vest  a  salvage  interest  in  captors,  300. 

and  rescue,  312. 
application  of  general  maritime  law  as  to  salvage :  neutral  property 
taken  out  of  possession  of  the  enemy  not  usually  liable  to 
salvage,  367. 
recaptured  ship,  loss  by  accident  of,  and  cargo,  389. 
incidence  of  loss,  389. 
by  convoying  vessel,  of  her  charge,  492. 
right  to  salvage  for  recapture  of  ship  by  convoying  vessel,  492. 
neglect  on  part  of  convoying  ship,  492. 
of  derelict  British  ship,  554. 
amount  of  salvage  allowed,  554. 

Eecipeocity,  39,  41  etseq.,  81. 
rule  as  to,  43. 

not  confined  to  recapture,  43. 
found  in  Magna  Charta,  43. 
what  rule  does  the  other  country  apply,  43,  53. 

Eefebenoe, 

to  experts  on  nature  of  cargo,  36,  63. 
to  registrar  on  demurrage,  137. 

freight,  140,  430. 
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Beferbncb — CQntinued. 

to  registrar  and  mercliaiits  for  amelioration  in  ship,  258. 

as  to  damages  for  imprisonment  by  captors,  419. 

report  of,  upheld,  212. 

objection  to,  upheld,  430. 

report  referred  back,  433. 
as  to  insurance  by  captor,  337. 
damage  to  cargo  referred,  379. 
several  matters  referred,  379,  380,  381. 
objection  to  report  oyerruled,  485,  note. 

damage  to  ship  referred,  where  taken  to  an  inconyenient  port,  555. 
report  of,  as  to  ayerage,  583. 

Release, 

right  of  Grown  to,  before  adjudication  in  spite  of  non-consent  of 
captor,  441. 

Bepaibs, 

cargo  applied  to  repair  of  ship,  583. 
allowance  under  special  circumstances  for,  227. 

Bepbisals, 

declaration  of,  19,  20. 

neutral  vessel  sails  after  declaration  of,  from  Thames  to  enemy 

port,  20. 
Order  in  Council  for,  not  equal  to  declaration  of  war,  22. 

Besotte,  . 

the  proportion  of  salvage  the  same  as  in  recapture,  133. 

by  crew  of  neutral  ship  during  inquiry  leads  to  condemnation,  305. 

effect  of,  by  master  of  neutral  ship,  458. 

on  cargo,  458. 

of,  by  master  of  enemy  ship,  458. 

Eestoration, 

of  enemy  ship,  7. 

of  neutral  ship,  11. 

of  enemy  ship  and  cargo  captured  in  neutral  port,  7. 

of  recaptured  privateer,  17. 

of  cargo,  20. 

of  ship,  property  of  subject  of  ally,  recaptured,  39. 

decreed  on  appeal,  11. 

English  law  of  littoral,  42. 

by  consent  does  not  bar  a  second  seizure,  54. 

liability  of  captors  for  restitution,  63. 

to  former  owner  on  payment  of  salvage  on  recaptured  ship,  78,  89. 

of  ship,  125. 
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Bestoration — continued, 

Britisli  ship  engaged  in  unlawful  trade  with  enemy  recaptured, 

not  to  be  restored,  189. 
condemnation  to  Crown,  193  (a). 
of  ship  where  honSfide  mistake  as  to  blockade,  198. 
of  neutral  ship  where  licence  to  enter  blockaded  port,  201. 
liability  for  damages  on  restoration  where  cargo  sold,  208. 
of  goods  shipped  before  war  to  enemy,  to  shipper,  209. 
of  neutral  ship  between  enemy  country  and  enemy  colony,  217. 
to  original  owner  of  ship  illegally  condemned  in  Norway,  226. 

where  illegally  condemned,  then  sold  to 
neutral  and  then  recaptured,  258. 
of  ship  captured  within  territorial  waters,  412. 

where  compelled  to  break  blockade,  417. 

with  freight,  reference  to  registrar,  430. 

on  breach  of  blockade  where  cargo  condemned,  286. 

where  cargo  condemned,  301. 
of  cargo  primd  facie  neutral,  318. 
of  ship  to  bond  fide  purchaser,  321. 

with  costs  and  damages,  362. 
of  neutral  ship,  priority  of  expenses,  356. 
of  hemp  produce  of  exporting  country,  368. 
at  the  dose  of  war,  453. 


Sale, 

title  of  owner  after,  339. 

of  cargo,  208. 

to  neutral  of  captured  ship,  258. 

of  enemy  ship  in  neutral  port  to  neutral,  591. 

Salvage, 

amount  of,  allowed  to  privateer  on  recapture,  12,  19,  54. 

moiety  allowed,  19. 

discretion  as  to  amount  of,  12. 

shares  of  men-of-war  and  priyateers,  19,  54. 

general  rule  as  to,  19. 

amount  of,  allowed,  (note)  137. 

salved  goods  when  landed  from  recaptured  ship  can  be  followed  by 

process  of  the  Court,  130. 
a  question  of  the  jus  gentium,  132. 
amoimt  of,  allowed  to  foreign  salvor,  137. 
given  on  recapture  of  neutral  property,  239. 
one-eighth  deducted  for,  261. 

on  recapture  may  be  claimed  by  a  non-commissioned  yessel,  438. 
amount  to  revenue  cutter  on  recapture,  299. 
general  maritime  law  applied,  312. 
rescue  and  **  re-taken  "  distinguished,  312. 
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Salyaos — conHnued, 

main  body  of  fleet  entitled  to  salyage  in  recapture,  314. 
military,  and  when  due,  365. 

civil,  discussed,  365. 
neutral  property  taken  from  belligerent  not  usually  liable  to,  867. 
when  recaptured  ship  lost  by  accident,  389. 
on  appraised  yalne,  389. 
proportional,  decreed,  485,  note. 
couToying  ship's  right  to  share  of,  492. 
right  to  share  of,  of  original  crew  where  prize  crew  take  a  second 

prize,  548. 
general  practice  as  to,  in  navy,  549. 
more  than  Prize  Act  amount  allowed,  554. 
amoimt  allowed  on  recapture  of  derelict,  554. 
duty  of  salvors,  555. 

Sbaboh, 

right  of  belligerents  to  search  neutrals,  15^. 

incontestible,  156. 

interposition  of  force  of    another  sovereign  cannot  vary  legal 

rights  of  belligerents,  157. 
penalty  for  contravention  of  right,  confiscation,  159. 
important  judgment,  167. 
of  neutral  ship  imder  convoy,  441 . 
resistance  to,  441. 

Sjuzuhb, 

second  seizure,  54. 
seizors,  54. 
right  conferred  on  captors  by,  449. 
embargo  a  provisional  seizure,  459. 

Ship, 

neutral,  8,  127. 

pieces  of  ships  sent  in  detail,  15. 
sale  of,  must  be  bond  fide,  37. 

of  owner  subject  of  an  ally  recaptured  by  British  ship,  39. 
liability  of,  1. 

not  affected  by  character  of  cargo,  60. 
freighting  a  ship  to  enemy  not  lending,  60. 
delay  in  bringing  to  adjudication,  68. 
purdiase  of,  from  enemy  in  time  of  war,  70. 
cannot  change  her  character  in  transitu^  75. 
owner  of  enemy  ship  alleged  wrongfully  destroyed  may  only  pro- 
ceed against  officer  immediately  responsible,  96. 
not  confiscated  where  extenuating  circumstances,  100. 
release  of,  when  cargo  condemned,  100. 
fraudulent  transfer  of  neutral,  127. 
condemned  where  claimant  not  real  owner,  129. 
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Ship — conHntAed, 

interest  in,  of  owner  of  contraband  cargo,  146. 

armed  convoy  to  neutrals,  right  of  search,  161. 

neutral,  may  have  licence  to  enter  blockaded  port,  198. 

captured  ship  in  port  of  ally,  225. 

wrongful  sale  of,  to  neutral,  226. 

condemnation  of,  where  cargo  loading  continued  after  notice  of 

blockade,  238. 
and  cargo  condemned  for  fraud,  246. 
condemned  for  sailing  under  false  flag,  409. 
American,  captured  by  French,  condemned  in  Spain,  purchased 

by  a  Dane,  321. 
bond  fide  purchase  of  captured,  321. 
transfer  from  enemy  to  neutral,  331. 
continuance  enemy  management  and  trade,  331. 
fictitious  transfer  of,  331. 
seized  without  reasonable  cause,  352. 
restoration  of,  with  costs  and  damages,  352. 
a  month's  demurrage  given,  352. 
employment  of  neutral  ship  by  belligerent,  385. 

against  will  of  master,  285. 
neutral,  captured  and  restored,  freight  and  expenses,  399. 

attempting  breach  of  blockade,  470. 

Sight, 
effect  of,  in  capture 
before  chase  begins  not  sufficient  ground  to  allow  claim  for  joint 

capture,  179. 
discussed,  185,  315. 
not  enough  for  army  to  share,  188. 
private  ship  in  sight  in  joint  capture  not  entitled  to  share  as  joint 

captor,  255. 
claims  of  a  boat  in  capture,  397. 
in  joint  capture,  474. 
King's  ships  animo  capiendi,  475. 
privateer  in  sight  of  prize,  551. 


TSNDEK, 

capture  by  ship  of  war,  right  to  share  of  prize,  478. 

Teemination, 

of  actual,  of  voyage,  505. 
of  voyage,  528. 

Teeritory, 

neutral,  286. 

capture  from  ship  within,  of  ship  without,  286. 
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Tebbitobt — continued, 

defence  of  neutral  territorial  capture  must  proceed  from  Goyem- 

ment,  286. 
act  of  hostility  not  to  take  commencement  on  neutral  ground,  287. 
no  use  of  neutral,  for  purposes  of  war  to  be  permitted,  287. 
remote  uses  of,  distinguished  from  proximate  acts  of  war  upon, 

287. 
passage  of  captors  through  territorial  waters,  323. 
does  not  inyalidate  non-territorial  capture,  323. 
territorial  limit,  499. 

Trading,  . 

with  public  enemy  forbidden,  104. 

unless  with  permission  of  Crown,  128. 
leading  case,  116. 
confiscation  the  only  punishment  for,  108. 
with  public  enemy  referred  to  as  criminal  transaction,  129. 
cartel  ships  may  not  trade  with  enemy,  403. 
with  enemy  act  and  intention  necessary,  464. 
of  British  merchant,  539. 
permission  to  trade  to  neutral  port  from  blockaded,  580. 
of  ally  with  enemy,  595. 
territorial  rights  of  neutrals,  412. 

Tbansfeb, 

fraudulent,  of  ship,  127. 

of  property  in  transitu  in  contemplation  of  war  inyalid,  434. 

of  ship  from  enemy  to  neutral,  331. 

presumption  of  fictitious  transfer,  331. 

of  ship  from  one  neutral  to  another  in  blockaded  port,  355. 

effect  of  restrictiye  covenants  on,  363. 

yitiated  by  enemy  interest,  363. 

legal  transfer  and  liens,  518. 

of  British  ship  captured  to  foreign  owner,  545. 

of  enemy  ship  in  neutral  port  to  neutral,  593. 

Tkanshipment, 

fictitious,  to  coyer  enemy  goods,  8,  10. 

from  enemy  to  neutral  ship,  10. 

of  cargo,  138. 

outside  blockaded  port,  546. 

from  lighters  to  ship  in  ballast,  546. 

cargo  sold  to  defray  expenses  of,  608,  note. 

Tkanspobt, 

discussed,  385,  599,  605. 

neutral  yessel  engaged  as,  601. 

definition  of,  602. 

the  Transport  Board,  602. 

knowledge  of  master  as  to  use  of  ship  as,  606. 

B.  VV 
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Traksitu, 

capture  in,  of  property  ahipped  by  neutral  to  become  enemy's 

property  on  arrival,  28. 
change  of  character  in  trarmtu, 
(i)  of  cargo,  74. 
(ii)  of  ship,  74. 
property  cannot  be  converted  in  transitu,  161. 
transfer  of  cargo  in  tranHtUy  149. 
when  war  not  imminent,  149. 

Tbbatt  of  Peace, 

effect  on  capture,  645. 

Trinity  Hoitse, 

Elder  Brethren  of,  advise  Prize  Ckmrt,  621. 

Tboops, 

carriage  of,  386. 

Uaaob,  41,  79,  122. 

of  nations  preferable  to  the  legal  argoments,  16. 

common  usage  of  the  world,  80. 

of  nations  as  to  breach  of  blockade,  89. 

Value, 

reduction  in,  of  cargo— bail,  484. 

Ybbifioation 

of  papers  by  master  of  ship,  202. 
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